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The relationship between field-dependence and
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described for the Cuban culture would foster greater field-dependence
in their adolescents than would the practice of 2 U. S. born group.
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The fivld-dependent (FD) individual i{s characterized by unarticulatea rusponses
¢licited by the more salient aspects of stimuli and by envircamental control

of his responses. The field-independent (FI) person is characterizud by re-
sponses which reflect active analysis of stimuli; he tends to ruspend to parts
¢f stinuli rather than to whole configurations. The tenuwency to be percupe
tually independent of the field has beun relatud to emotional indepenauncoe in
cailahood (Witkin, Dyk, Faterson, Goodenough, & Karp, 1962). Further the
dimension of field-dependence-indapendence correlates significantly uwith
nursrous personality dimensions, intullectual abilities, and even cultural diffor-
ancea  (Witkin, 23_91,,1973)Sex di ffurences haw: been wery consistent, fumales
tending to be fisld-depuendent relative to males across ape (Witkin, 1965).

The possibility that sex differences hawe physiological origin was raised by

J“ Sroverran (196£); however, availablc cross cultural studies of FDI indicate that

sex differences can be moderated by cultural biases in soeialization patterns

(Vitkin, 1267). Tor example, cuitures facilitating autonomy and self-reliance

in both sexes haw been shown to be characterizud by more ficldeindependence,
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in general, and by fewer sex differvnces (Barry, 19063 lMacirthur, 190673 witkin;
1967), These encouraging passivity and dependence in autocratic settings are
characterized by a higher incidence of field~dupendence. Females in’such
cultures typically have buen found to be rore passive, extornnlly controll;d
and field-dependent than males who assume the more active controlling rolus

(Witkin, 1767).
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The Cuban peopulation residing in the U.S.A. has Leen dusceribed by the
UeSe Dwpartment of HLW (1967) as authoritarian in nature with control scated
in the male neads of families. Fenales were described as lacking confiucnec
and independence. Such Spanish-derived populations hawe not beun stuuded with
respect to field=-dependence and would provide an inportant contrast to the
Eskimo culture studicd by Berry (1966) and lacArthur (1967) witn refurence to
socialization of sex rcles. Further, it would appear that the Cuban
socialization process would encourage children to attribute control to ex-
tzrnal sources; the relation of locus of control and ficld=depundsnce should
be strenp in the Cuban culture, Lifshita (1973) founc a rositive relationship
Letwien internal locus of control in Kuboutzim children and the decree to which
they were given freedor and respensibility.

It was hypothusized that Cubams weuld Le relatively luss fleld-independent -
while perceiving themsclves as more exturnally controlled than Ascricans of
Northern Luropean werivaticn bucause of the nore zutocratic socialization
process of the Cuban culture, lales of ¢ach cultuws Wele uXpuCtud to by
relatively nore FI than fumales of their culture; Cuban fuzales were eXpucted
tc Le most FD, U.5. born males, most FI. Further, differences in attribution
of control were wxXpectaed; Cubans were uXpected to assign locus of control
tc externial sourcss to a greater extent tham U.S. bbrn.

wthod
r - 1

Subjucts

Thirty six Cuban adolescunts, half male and half female were comparvd
with a similar group of imerican white &dclescents born in thue U.S.he Thu
Cubans were born in Cuba but were of Spenish origin. iost of the varents
of the Cuban adoluscents had immiprated to iiuw Jursey durins th. nincteen-
fifties. The Cuban and U.S. born Whites w.re of sirilar sociceconomic bicre

ground and attended the same inner-city high school in New Jersey. ala
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SuLjucts Werv Lutwesh 16 and 20 years of age with 18 as the Aedhl ope.

Procedure

The Hidden Pigures Test III tJuckson, lessick, & Myers, l3ud) and the
Draw~i-Person Test (Witkin, et 11.,1902) were used to assess field-ixxuepcuueuw.
n Blrror irawin, Test (Pascual-lvone, 1472) has Leen ruported to mefluct the
ficldedependent ability to allow ane's purcsptualemotor performance to lv puldud
appropriately by the ficld (vwfluction in the mirror). This mirrer drawing
tust, Involving the tracing of a six pointed star, was used as an additional
inciciter of fiecldedependencj Lut it was considured an experimental instrurent.
totter's (1sth) test of Internal-external Control was administerid to detedmine
diffurences in attrilution of control. #n intervisw involving structuruc
ilestions eliciting iﬂformatim about contrel and socialization practices wus
concucted with wach subject. Table 1 illustrates all questio.s i the toxunt
control Questicnnaire. A fumale Cuban adult gave instructious for all tests and
iuturviews in the Spanish and/or English language. a8 a minimal control of
intellijunce, since school records werv not aveilable, the Tigural latersectici
Test was aaministerec. It is a non-verbal test of spaciul analysis neportealy
froo from the influsnce of fiuldedependence-independenc. (Pascunlsleonu, 1972).
It dees not dupend on knewledge of culturnl artifacts or languase skills,
(Eritain, 1373).

Fesults and Conclusions

imalysis ¢f quustions from interviews is summarized in Talle 1. The
£10Va on total scorus on the Parent Control Questionnaire indicated that Cuban
parents were perceived by their adoluscents as more authoritariaon whei comparud
with, 0. parunts as purceived Ly U.5. acoluscents (F L1,66] = 29,15, p <.01).
Tiw re-ins from the significant rain offuet for sex (F [1,68] = 14.88 p <.01).
indicate that rirls tenuec to percuive parental punishment as mwore harsh than
wcys within th;ir own culture., However, Cuban girls report the rost seven

coutrol. Despite these uiffureicus, there was only a nonsignificant tencency
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for Cubins to attribute more control on the Fotter rust to external sources
(F [1,68) = 2,81, p¢ +10) than U.S. borm. The Rotter scale may not be particularly

schisitive to adelescents' fuelings about parental contrel.

Y YTy v Y ¥ 3 - G = i -

Insert Table 1 about hexwe

AIOVA rewaled significant Jdiffercnces on the hidden Figures Test putweua
cultures (F [1,66] = 16,82, § <.61), and sexes (F [1,68] = .32, p <.05).
Lels Mmales were most fielee=independunt followud by U.S. females, Culan malues
mu fermales. Cubans performed buetter on the idrror ar-wiapy task thion U.S.
bern (T [1,68] = 3-,34, p <.01). This skill is chapactsiristic of field-dependence.
Cirls tundec to have bettur mirrer drawing performancus (i [1,68] = 3,16, p <.10),
The Lraw-ix-?ersax"rest did not differwntiat: the :roups uaccordiny tc the witkin,
st ley (1962) critueria purhaps bucausc of the unexpected outstandine drawing
abilitivs of many of the Cuban aldolescents. There were also no differences in
perforrance on the Firural Inters.etion Test indicating no differences in non-
verbal spacial acdility. These results are sunmarized in Table 2.

e al g dy @b e b WS & o S i 8 -

Tusert Table 2 about hers

D S O O S G ED AN T AR OR U A T WA R A S G G S S U R S e

In zonclusion, the findings support the hyrothesis }:hat the Cubun sociilizo-
ticn proecess uoes not facilitate field-independencs, It is important to note
that moles of both cultures were aware of Jifferential sccialization of the
sexes and that sex differences in ficldedefendence were no larger in the Culon
sarple. Fenales were consistently seen Ly ncles as bedng moro subj:.-g:t to paruntal
ccntrol than were the males. however, fumrles did not report awareness of this
"double standard.,” Sex role socialization may be as diffurentiol ' unc
culturc as the other Lut the desree of penural control may vary. biftoeremecs In
ficld-dependence between these cultural proups may Le more a functicn of duyree.

of pencral control than differential control and socialization of the suxus.
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Tasli 1

Parental Control Questiconnaire:
Cubin and U.S. auvclescents' Rusponses
(Fercent answerin: Yus)

Cuban UsSe
noL I
l. are you allowed to stay out past 1 A.!l 1
weehend nights? 83 0 9y L
2. nPe you 2llowed to date? a4 le6 100 88
3o A ovou 2llowed to smoke? 77 16 77 60
hy arv you allowed to date on weekday nights? 88 27 100 83
e akw you allow.d to stay out past 1l Tk, :
cn weekday nipghts? 8K 16 Sy 55
fo D¢ you consider your parents permissive? 84 €6 77 72
7. «hilc in junior high school, were you allowed
to Labysit wheiuVsr you wanted to? €l 6l 72 &l
8. nru you 2llowed to borrow the family car? 77 88 83 6l
do  If marijunu were lecalized tomorrow, would
your parents allow you to smoke? 11 5 5 22
lle Were you allowed to spend the night at
friends' houscs in junior high school? 6o 38 77 77
li. D¢ your parents haw a say in whom your
frienus are? 53 72 22 27
12, aAre you expected to attand church on
Sunaays? 22 55 5 33
13, v you allowed only to double date? L5 50 Y 33
li, tHawe your {riends always Leun 1llowed to
spend the nipht at ycur house? 77 55 7 72
15. Could you keot a pet if you wished? Wl 86 83 77
16, Lo your parents nave a say on the books you
read or the mwoviuvs you po to? 22 33 11 27
17, C(on you wear your halr as lone as you want to? 77 oy 8y 10
1:e are you allowed to drink? 61 50 £3 Ll
li, Lo your parunts mike you do certain chores
around the house? 55 50 1 Kh
2%, Do you consider punishment at your house
"hargh"? 16 38 1i. Lt
2l. Are your parudts stricter with the girls ot
hore thion with the boys? 55 33 50 34
22, Do your parents mind you dating someone of
a different relizion? 16 50 1 i¢
23. Do your parents mind you dating somzone of
a uifferent race? 50 50 3¢ 25
24, Lo your panunts interfere with the money
you earm 3 L) 55 22 22
25, LO your parents na; you about studying? 66 55 61 33




TASLE 2

TABLE OF MEANS

CuBAN UsSe «4ulTES
. Hules Fumales liales Femalus
1) RIT 6.83 4,08 10.2¢ 8.11
2) uirror Draving 3,55 4,66 2,16 2.27
3) Fi,ure Drawing . 2.33 2,44 2,38 2,3¢
4) Interview 9.0% 13,50 €.10 o4l
5) iotter 10,53 11.38 8,55 10,61
¢) Figural Intersection 22,00 26.81 21,64 24,42

HIT; High Score indicatss Fi.

o

Mirrer: High Score indicates FD
Irawing: Hish Score indicates FD

Interview: High Score incicates perception of autocratic socializutian
process.

Kottur: High Score indicates control attributed to externdl sourcus.

Fipur:l: Hizh Score indicat.. spacial ability.




