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ABSTRACT

The general purpose of this descriptive normative
survey is to discover what alternative educational programs are being
provided in secondary schools in Cock County and to vhat extent they
er? attended. The general hypothesis is that relatively few
elternative education programs are provided and those that are, are
either the traditional, vell-established vocational varieties, or
tiiose that lend themselves to close relationship with the recular
acadeamic program. The criterion data needed to test the hypothesis in
this survey are basically the responses of secondary school
adainistrators to the survey as to what alternatives were given in
the form of the questionnaire sent to all Cook County suburban high
school district superintendents. There are 27 secondary school
districts and one unit district in suburban Cook County. A total
enrollment of 159,976 students are enrolled in the 1973-74 school
year in 68 high school buildings. The Department of Research of the
Educational Service Region of Cook County submitted a survey to all
<00k County suburban high school districts requesting detailed
information on the number of students and teachers involved in
alternative ~ducation programs and on the type of programs offered.
Rlthough the results of the survey do sound promising, far more is
needed to provide alternatives and options beyond the traditional
school setting. Programs for students who are potential dropouts are
still rather limited. (Author/JHM)
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ABSTRACT

This study examines the form and availability of alternative
education programs in the Cook County public secondary schools. The
study is based on an extensive survey of alternative education and
career oriented programs offered to a diverse population of secondary
students in Cook County suburban schools. The study describes, analyzes
and interprets the results of this survey in order to Justify alternative
programs for students whose needs are not filled by the traditic. al

school environment.

3202 1 19/, S



BEST COPY AVAILABLE

INTRODUCT LON

At the December 1972 Truancy hearings held by the Educational
- ~ice Region of Cook County, {t was determined that the juveniles out
»7 school in Cook County were, for the most part, not enrolled in any
c:rnative educational programs in their schools.

Alternative Education can be defined as leaming experiences

Wil dare adapted to the needs of the student through individualized

‘3truction (o attack the problems of excessive absence through students'

ek of interest and motivation. There i{s no one type of ideal program,
! instead it can be any feasible substantive alternative program for
»ng penple who find it difficul: to function in traditional classrooms.

“rterative education can be any special program that fits the specific
uds of students.

The empl:asis of alternative education progrums is often on career

Siotig v work study, but generally they are simply flexible programs
tore evary student's needs and providing emotional support as well
el ot work freining.

e inrtad gnal i to serve student interests and needs by
fliag o greater variety of learning opportunities and options inside
framewark of the public schools. Since all stidents do not learm

-tk the rome environmert and since all students do not have the same
turests and needs, it is best to provide opportunities for various

. vzfsnal alternative experiences.
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The mandated reporting system on students removed from school
attendance rolls, prov;des educators with information that can serve
as the basis for research on the feasibility of altermmative education
programs that can help make the educationai'experience of students more
pertinent and relevant. The holding power of a school is an indication

of its effectiveness and the drupout rates are consequently the result

of a less than successful educational program.
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CHAPTER I1I

DESCRIPTION AND INTERPRETATION BEST COPY AVAILABLE

ALTERNATIVE EDUCATION SURVEY

A. Purposes of the Survey

The general purpose of this descriptive normative survey is
tc discover what alternative educational programs are being provided in
secondary schools in Cook County and to what extent they are attended.

This general purpose includes several specific purposes which
gives depth and show relationships for the data. The first such purpose
is: What are the types of alternative programs provided most in the
secondary schools in suburban Cook County?

The second such purpose is what career-oriented types of programs
are a part of regular educational programs in Cook County suburban
secondary schools?

The third such purpose is what types of alternative programs
are provided in suburban Cook County secondary schools for expelled

students? For pregnant students? During the day? During the evening?

B. Hypotheses

Hypothesizing findings of this survey is based on the rather
limited knowiedge provided by the results of the survey.

The general hypothesis is that relatively few alternative
education prongrams are provided and those that are, are efther the
traditional, well-established vocational varieties, or those that lend
themselves to close relationship with the regular academic program.

3
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C. (Criterion Lata

The criterion data needed to answer the purposes and test the
hypothesis in this survey are basically the responses of secondary school
administrators to the survey as to what alternatives were given {n the form
of the questionnaire sent to all Cook County suburban high school district

superintendents. (see Appendix A)

D. The Sample

Since this study is concerned with high school students, the
Survey and report are limited to the investigation of secondary school
districts.

There are 27 secondary school districts and one unit district
in suburban Cook County. A total enrollment of 159,976 students are

enrolled in the 1973-74 school year in 68 high school buildings,

E. Altemative Education Survey Procedures

The Department of Resecarch of the Educational Service Region
of Cook County submitted a survey to all Cook County suburban high school
districts requesting derailed information on the number of students and
teachers involved in alternative education programs and on the type of
programs offered. (see Appendix A for the actual survey.)

The purpose of the survey was to provide information on
exiszing programs to educational adrinistrators, teachers and the general
public and to analyze and evaluate alternative programs now available
for dropouts, expelled students, pregnant students, truants and those

academically unmotivated or deficient.

3202-4 (9/74) 7



With the completed compilation and interpretation, the
Educationai Service Region of Cuok County will subsequently be able to,
as a long term geul. diredt students and parents to available alternative
education programs it will fit individual needs. The information also
enables schools without alternative programs, to make their current
Programs more relevant to student and community needs and provide the

impetus to establish new options.

32C€2-5 (9/74)




CHAPTER I1Ij
RESULTS OF THE ALTERNATIVE

EDUCATION PROGRAM SURVEY

Acyording to the survey results, fourteen out of twenty-
eight suburban high school districts stated that an altermative education
program was being offered in their district for scudents removed from
the regular school rolls. Of the thirteen districts offering alternative
education programs, six school districts provided a brief description
of their alternative program goals, objectives and philosophy. These

descriptions are given in Chapter IV.

A. Praggant Students

Fourteen school districts offer an altermative education
program for pregnant students which include after-school courses,
home tutoring, evening school, independent study, contractual learning,
correspondence courses such as those available through the University
of Nebraska aad, to some extent, continuation in regular high school
pProgram.,

Of the fourteen districts with programs for pregnant students,
eleven districts provide home tutoring, one district provides independent
study and contracts, two arrange for correspondeuce courses, four provide
night school programs, and three school districts provide a wide number
of options and alternatives including many of those mentioned above.

Though many of the school districts do attempt to provide special
Programs for pregnant students, there is the continuing problem of inelusion

6
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or exclusion from the regular clajsroom eavironment. One =chool district
responded .hat "“they have never had a pregnant girl who wanted to continue
school." The question of keeping pregnant students in regular classrooms
is often less important that the provision and opportunities provided
by a schoo! district for continuing education.

Many of the responses to the survey included "home bound"
programs with tutoring or independent study or contracts with occasional

conferences at school with work being completed at home.

B. Prograws Implemented During School Day

amoing the 28 school districts responding, fourteen offer
alternativ: programs during the regular school day and 21 districts
provide evening programs or access to evening programs.

The various day programs, with several different orientatiaas,
go under i nare of:

4t Euperimental Program

“wtensicn School

o cecnwon School

copertanity Adjustment Program

5.T.h.v. < Student Therapeutic Educational Program

Artion Leaming Center
AP, Alternative Learning Program
wnter for Self Directed Leaming.

‘u addition to the above mentioned day programs, the following

Table provides 4 listing of career-oriented programs available in the

3202-7 (9/74)
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school districts, the number of districts having each of the programs,
the number of students enrolled in the career training programs and the

number of teachers involved.

i1
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A s e eermemmeecacn g vt a - e -

TABLL 1
CAREER ORIENTED PROGRAMS OFFERED IN

REGULAR HIGH SCHOOL CURRICULUM

Title of Program Acronym School District Responses

Yes No Number of Number of
Students Teachers

Diversified Oc:upations D.O. 21 6 1,487 39
Distributive Education D.E. 25 3 1,342 44
Office Cccupations 0.0. 26 1 1,052 48
Home Economics Related H.E.R.0. 20 7 980 S1
Cooperative work Training C.W.T. 21 6 2,563 62
Work Experiences Career Ed. WECEP 9 18 252 8
Health Educaticn Related H.E.P. 6 19 137 6
Neighbatho. i Youth Corp N.Y.C. 5 21 213 -~
Cocperative “ork Agreement C.W.A. 3 20 350 -
Other 11 13 641 19

Amang the additional career-oriented programs specified under
"Other" on th: Lurvey are: work and training programs for students in
the special edocution program such as the sheltered workshops, food service
training, iadustrial and related occupations, pre~vocational and occupational

training, cosmetology, and aprlied biological careers.

3202-9 (9/74)
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C. Evening Altermative Programs

In the evening high school program for credit offered by
thirceen of the school districts, 914 male students and 676 female
students are enrolled, with 158 teachers and twelve administrators
involved. Also as a part of the evening program, 21 school districts
provide for standard high school diploma programs for regular high

school dropouts.

320210 (9/74)
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DESCRIPTION OF ALTERNATIVE EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS

GOALS, NBJECTIVES AND PHILOSOPHY

Evanston Township High School District 202 provides and
"Afterncon School" as an alteruate arrangement of the school day for
students under 16 years of age whose record of unexcused absence from
classes during the regular school day has placed the student in a precarious
position in the school. The alternate arrangement is intended to relieve
the student of some of the constraints of the regular school schedule,
"foster a new and positive attitude toward school attendance through
new classroom success and, if successful, return the student to the regular
school day." )

Evanston also provides an "Extension School" as an additional
alternative. The Extension School is a short-term education program
for those students who have been defined by teachers and administrators

as sociaily maladjusted. The goal is one of rehabilitation and is based

updn ouwir philosophy chat "a true learning experience is enhanced by

CAg ity LQnarete limits and expectations, especially for the student
wivs 1 ourfering from social and personal conflict and confusion.” The
Rxtensio S.hool {8 a self-contained unit where students selected for the
pooyr e e 4aily for four hours of concentrated instruction. The

_ant s are to develop appropriate social behavior with an emphasis
oo gt ttisies conduycive to successful school functioning and to develop
foanis ilit.. The curriculum emphasizes individualized programmed
mi: oo coired to individual needs and abilities. The student is

11
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eligible for the program for a number of reasons, including: underachievement,
excessive class truancy, withdrawn or aggressive behavior or disruptive
behavior.

Additionally, Evanston provides an kvening School for students
16 years of age or older to complete their high school education.

District 211 in the Palatine, Hoffman Estates and Schaumburg
area also has an evening high school diploma program for students sixteen
or older who have either been withdrawn or expelled from the school
district. The program is called the “Continuing Education" program.
Also eligible for the program are students in the regular day school
program who need additional course work to meet graduation requirements
and to non-resident students who want to complete high school but have
limited educational opportunities in their own area of residence.
The classroom phase of the evening program is designed for drop-outs,
adults and in-school students who have failed their subjects. Vocational
and educational counseling services are also available, however the
Vocational Seminar classes are open only to out of school students.

Leyden High School District 212 in the Franklin Park and
Northlake areas of Cook County, also has a “continuing education” program
for residents of the school district who have dropped out of school
before graduation, The Leyden pProgram includes counseling services for
review of existing academic work and to set up procedures for high school
graduation. 1In the Leyden program, students of the evening program
must meet the same requirements for graduation than those in the regular
day school. This program does charge tuition. Though most of the Leyden

programs are for adults, they are also available to g very limited extent

320212 (9/74)
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to high school students who have been recommended by counselers and approved
by the administrator. For the students who "are unable to tolerate a
full day of school, but functlion effectively when at work,” exceptions
are made whereby they are allowed to attend school for a half dajg,work
in the afternoon and attend continuing education classes in the evening.
Also seniors who have insuf€iciant credits for graduation may take up to
6 1/2 units of credit in the alternative program

School District 214 ia the Mount Prospect, Arlington Heights,
Buffalo Grove, Elk Grove Village, Rolling Meadows and Wheeling suburbs,
provides an exceptional alternative program called the "Young Adult Program,"
an evening high school for students whrse names have been removed from the
regular school rolls because they have withdrawn, dropped out, or perhaps
have been encouraged to leave school. The goal of the program is "to
provide the kinds of persomnel and learning activities to enable otherwise
disenchanted students to obtain a high school diploma." Curriculum is
arranged to meet the needs of the students who have not succeeded in the
day school program

District 214 additionally provides alternative programs for
pregnant students and for "experience-oriented' students. The former, called
"Preparation for Parenthood" program, is course work and counseling for
pregnant high school students. Course topics include prenatal health
care, nutrition, labor and delivery, the needs of the newborn, financial
and legal problems and contraception. The district provides several options
for the pregnant student, These include continuation in school, home

education and tutoring, school continuation along with the Parenthood

3202 ~13 (9/74) 16



14

course, study at home and enrollment in the Parenthood program, courses
in"the Young Adult Program evenings, or simply enrollment in the
Parenthood program alone.

In addition, District 214 provides aAprogram for "experience-
oriented youth" called the EMP-SCC Action Program for students who have
been unable to participate in a normal high school program for a variety
of reasoas, including: 'severe behavioral disorder based upon emotional
problems observable through manifestation such as high degree of absenteeism,
academic failure and confrontation with peers and authority figures."

The major goal of the program is provision of a soéialization process
designed to help students return to the mainstream of the normal high school.
8ehool District 218 in Worth, Blue Island, Osk Lawm, Alsip
and Crestwood suburban areas provides programs for the students who are
removed from the regular school rolls because of gross disobedience and
misconduct. These students are filtered through the district's Special
Education Department, Their goal is to "guarantee all youngsters in the
district the opportunity of utilizing their maxi.sum potential.” The
district's educational program for pregnant students helps them "to
continue their education without interruption.” District 218 also provides
a homebound and tutorial program for expelled students, high school credit
courses and adult basic education programs.

District 219 in Skokie in Niles Township works with MONACEP,
the Maine-Oakton-Niles Adult and Continuing Education program which is
a high school program open tc all persons 16 years of age or older who are

residents of Maine and Niles Twonships in Cook County. MONACEP provides

32@R-14 (9/74) 1
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an evening high schnol, G.E.D. high school equivalency preparation courses
and testing, and home study courses. The evening high school is available
for adults and for some regular hiigh school students with the approval of
a counselor. The objective of the program {s to enable a student to
earn a high school diploma and/cr develop educationally to their owm
limits. Classes are ungraded, small and as individually oriented as
possible. Graduaticn requirements are the same as the regualr day program.
The home study courses at MONACEP offer students the opportunity
to study ac their own rate with a teacher/supervisor as guide and test
administrator. Study materials and course work are taken from the University
of Nebraska Exiension Division.
District 219 has proposed an additional altemative to the
MONACEZ poogram and to Special Education programs for severely handicapped
or disturbed students. The proposed program would be optional for students
who have expicssed Interest in it and "who have a dislike for the
traditicenal school 2nvirerment, a belief in themselves that thev can learn
effeoctiesly in a difrferent envircoment, the desire and ability to work
at cheiy Jwn pace and bave some cuncroi over program decisions and schedules,
a desire !~r -xperience in tne real world and the ability to be responsible
for theisrlves and their devisions."” The Special Education program would
be 4 vork training oriented special program for severely handicapped ar

disturbed students.

3202-15 (9/74%)
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CHAPTER V

RECOMMENDATIONS AND CONCLUSTONS

In the Cook County suburban schools, programs for students
who are potential dropouts are still rather limited except in a few
districts. There is still much dependence on extension and correspondence
courses, home study and not yet enough on alternative day and night school
programs,

Programs that have been successful, such as many of those
described in Chapter IV are the special programs within the school such
as alternative learning centers for small groups of students, open campus
accomodating working students, vocational and career oriented work-study
programs, extensive work study programs with neaningful work to motivate
students, and which build self esteem and prepare students for the world
of work have been most successful.

It is necessary that a sufficient variety of learning environments
be available to meet the needs of all students. It is advantageous both
for the schools and the students when schools provide the opportunity
for each student to pursue education in an environment and style conducive
to individual needs.

Although the results of the altermative education survey made
among the suburban secondary schools of Cook County do sound promising,
far more is needed to provide alternatives and options beyond the
traditional school settring.

Further legislation mandating alternative .education programs

and the funding of these programs could be extremely helpful to address

16 19
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the problem of education for all students, particularly those who withdraw
or drop out or for those who are expelled from school. The major concern
is the motivation of students who may never have been motivated by school
before.

Alternative educational programs are specifically important
for not only those who want options to traditional educational emvironments,
tut for those with behavior, attendanre, achievement and motivation
problems, as well as for married students with additional responsibilities.
The most successful schools with the greatest holding power are those who
provide flexible progra&s to provide special programs to fit the specific

needs of all their students.
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April 10, 1974

SURVEY OF ALTERNATIVE EDUCATION PROGRAMS

Name of District:

Superintendent:

(signature)

Dates

1. Does your school district offer an alternative YRS
education program for students removed from the
regular school rolls?

A. 1If YES, what type of dlternative program is
offered? (Include separately, a vrief des~
cription of your goals, objectives, philosophy
etc. This may be a report pPresented to your
Board of Education, or other printed material
relevant to the program).

2. Does your school district offer an alternative YES
education program for Pregnant girls?

NO

A. If YES (same as 1A above) .

3. Does your school district offer any alternative YES
program during the regular school day?

4. By what name do you identi{ify your evening
alternative education program(s)?

5. By what name do you identify your day alternative
education program(s)?

| 18
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£. wu vou ofler an evening high school progranm YES NO
for credit to ‘ndividuals from ages 16 - 187

A, If YES,

1. Number of boys in evening
kigh school

2. Nuober of girls in evening
higk school

3. Mupmder of teachers in
evening high school

4. Number of administrators
in evening high school

7. ¢Can a1 reguiar high school drop~out
receive a standard district diploma YES NO
through an evening programi

(ther?

8. Why type »f alternative program(s) are available
fcr: Please provide a prepared statement,
{f arsflacle)

A. Expelled students
B Tootmrar irln —
g -7 re=sa3t 2nr gsemester is granted for 1/4 credit
S TR “ vk Experience ip your evening
ai~vvearive education program? 1/2 credit

1 credit
A At aer: ‘please specify)

. e e = s e S e — —

1. Wou:a seuwr schnol district support legislation YES NO
1. ;ev,ng ‘e General Educational Development
fG.E.I... testing age requirement from 19 years o —
~nf oa.c tn 18 yeers oi age. -

.
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11. Which of *he following programs are offered
in your regular high school curriculug?

M. NUMBER |NUMBER
NORSTUDENTS] TRACHERS
A. Diversified Occupatione (D.0.) ..-

B. Distributive Education {D.E,) -.-

C. Office Occupations (0.0.) -.-

D. Home Economics Related (H.E.R.O.)

E. Cooperative Work Training (C.¥W.T.)
F. Work Experiences Carger Ed.(W.E.C.R.P.)
G. Health Education Related (H.E.P.)
R. Neighborhood Youth Corp (§.Y.C.)
I. Cooperative Work Agreement (C.W.A.)

J. Other (please specify)

Please return the completed survey by May 1 ¢o:;

Glenn R, Matter, Assistant Superintendent

Director of Vocational and Adult Education Programs
Educational Service Region of Cook County

33 West Grand Avenue ‘

Chicago, Illinois 60610

a’y
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