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ABSTRACT .

A resource person in undergraduate education classes
may promote insights into the challenges, successes, and frustrations
associated vith the developament and implementation of elementary
curriculum. Resource persons may come from the university, the public
school system, or the service and business professions in the
copnunity. The direct benefits of the resource person include: (a)
sharing unique, specialized knowledge and experiences; (b) sharing
instructional media including audiovisual hardware and software, as
well as published, teacher-designed, and teacher-constructed
instructional materials; (c) sharing divergent philosophies; (d)
providing possible role models; (e) identifying possible options and
goals for future career growth; (f) stiaunlating a realistic approach
to educational problems; and (g) providing simulations of selected
professional situations. An indirect benefit resulting from the use
of resource persons in the elementary education class is the improved
relationship between the college or university and the institution to
vhich the resource person belongs. (HMD)
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The Besouree FPerson in Elementary Teacher Education

Today's instrustor of professional elementary sdueation
eourses 1s eonfronted with the immsnse shallenge of providing
realism in his instruetion of prospestive teashers. This
realism has been fasilitated through sueh varied teehniquus
as film simuiations and videotaping of teashing performsnee,
field trips, and obdservation-partieipation experiences in
slementary eclassroonms,

As a supplement to these approashes, the resouree person
in edueation elasses may promote insights into the ehallenges,
Susessses, and frustrations assoeiated with the development
and implementation of the elementary eurrieulum, The values
which may be derived from the participation of resource
persons in education elasses aserue not only to ths university
and 1t's studonts but also to the numerous sourses from whish
the resourse persons have been reeruited,

Some of the values to be gained from the resouree
person's interastion with the edueation students are
indireet. These sontasts may stimulate improved pudlie
relations not only bvetween the university and the publis
sshools dut also between the university and the larger
sommunity, The invitation of a resouree person to visit

an sdusation slass is an asknowledgment of that person®s
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eapability to add a unique dimension of reslisms whircn nay
not be achieved by the instructor unassisted, The implieit
message to the university student is that the aequisition of
essential aspects of teachor education is dependent upon
oontasts with key individuale in the field, It is probadle
that the resource person, following his visit with university
students will share his impressions »f the edueation elass
with his solleagues in the pudiiec sshools and eommunity,
thus furthering the image of the ecllege atudent as a conserned
and sommitted individual, Students who have made this .
impression may be more likely to be weleomed as observors,
partisipants and student tezohers in the eommurity sshools.
Another soneeivable indireot benefit is that the student may
perceive as a model the instruetor who suceessfully uses
resvuree persons, The student who has observed the effeetive
use of resource persons in the collexe elassroom may more
readily identify and utilize appropriate resgcurse persons
to supplement his instruetion in the elementary elassroonm,
The direst bsnefits of the resource persong' visits are
limited only by the imsgination and initiative of the
instruetor who makes the selestion and guides the planning
with the assistance of studentz, In realizing seleeted
objlestives of an edueation sourse, the resourse person
nay eontribute in various ways sush asgs

1. Sharing unique and specialized knowledge and
experiense

2+ Sharing ingtruetiondmedia inseluding andio-visual
hardware aid software and published sg well as
teasher-desizned and ionztructed instruetional
materials
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30 Sharing divergent philoscphies end viewpoints

k. Providing possible roie models

5. Identifying possible options and goals for future
carser growth and development

6. Providing an unthreatening atmosphere for open
discussiorn of crueial edusational issues

7+ Stimulating a realistisc approaeh to educational
prodblems

8¢ Providing simmlations of selected professional
situations |

in return, the regsource persons Rey profitzfrazitheir
eontridutions. They may be able to advanee the aseeptance
and adoption of some of their sreative innovations to a
regeptive population., Furthermore, soneerned and eapuble
students with ehallenging and insightful reactions may
stimulate the resourer personito re-examine and possibly
modify sone 0f their positions,

Good resource persons eome not only from pubdblie sehool
systens but from other sommunity faeilities with an
edusational eomponent as well, Every sommunity has a wealth
of potential resocurse persons, some of whom may be relatively
unique to a partisuliar eommunity, As the edueation instruetor
besomes involved with the pudlio schools and the sommunity,
thegse individuais may be discovered.

Chiidrer as resouree persons are available in every
somrunity. With appropriate arrangements, small groups of
shildren may visit the university elassroom for demomstration
purposes. Thelr responses to seleeted instruetional teehnigues
may be sritieally observed by the prospestive teachers, Sope
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appropriate small group astivities are:
1l VWriting a ereative story
2, Drawing a pleture
3. Dramatizing an insident
ks Role~playing a situation
5 Performing a simple saience experiment
6. Reporting on a »ook or an author
7 Reinforeing a speecifie resdipx skill
8c Discussing an issue in soeial studies

9. Responding to questions requiring both eonvergent
and divergent thinking to illustrate the eontrast

The ehildren's <visit to a eollege sampus eould be planned
to have implisations for sareer ¢.'.sations It eould provide
ther with an opportunity to observe e aspeet of the adult
world,

Publis ssehoocl persomnel in their various roles as
elasgsroom teachers, spesialists and administrators are
esposially valuable regource persons., Classrooa teashers
may vividly deseribe experieneces related to teashing
(a) the edueadble mentally retarded, (b) the physieally
handieapped, (o) the sulturally disacvantaged, (&) the
bilingual, and (e) preschool=-kindergarten children.
Elementary teachers who have effectively utilized individuale

‘ 41zed ingtruetion or are experimenting with the open elassroom
may share their instruetional approaches, Oscasionally,

r. panel diseussions are the nost effestive method of
presentation, For example, several tesehers who team teaech
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in an open slassroom might desoribe their proeedures for
planning, instruetion and evaluation, Or, several temehers
of shlldren from a wilde range of age levels might sompare
and sontrast shildren®s growth and development at these
different age levals.

Those specialists who are supportive of the elassroom
teacher®s role may deseribe their roles and responsibilities
as they relate to the elementary surrieulum, Among thoge
whe eould provide worthwhile eontributions are: (a) various
subjost matter spesialists, (b) speesh therapists, (o) elementary
guidanes sounselors, (d) ssheol murses, (s) sshool
psyshologiste, and (f) home«sohool ecordinators,

Elementary administrators may elarify their roles as
instruetional leaders, They may preview for prospestive
teachers the nature of (a) inservice edusation, (b) the
adoption of surriculup modifications, and {e¢) the evaluation
(inaluding self-svaluation) of teaehing performance,
Adminigtrators may sven simulate jod intervisws for students
who are nearing the sompleticn of their training,

The eduszation instruotor may supplement his instruction
with the eontributions of resoursce persons from within his
inatitution ax well se from other intitutions,

From within his institution, the speeialized edusation
librarian may acquaint the students with important reference
materials 1in edueation and rslated fislds, Audio-visual
media personnel may demonstrate the use of and guide the

students’ initial operation of a wide range of equipment,
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The skills, spesializations and interests of faeulty
members outside of elementary edusation may provide enrigh-
ment, KExamples of possible sontributors are:

l. An edusational psyehologist who has sondusted
researeh related to child development, e.g., the
development of oreativity or langusse development

2., A so0slal worker with sxperience and knowledge related
to the inmpast of the family situation upon the
ehili's development

3+ A soelologist with a speeialization in Rlask
Studies in the elementary surrieuluz

4, An eeonomist or anthropologist who have analyzed
soneepts in thelr reapestive fields for their
appropriate applieation to the elementary scsial
studies surrieulum.

5. A linguisties speecialist acquainted with the
theory and rationals of the new grammar

6, An artist familiar with the styles end types af
media usad in 1llustrations of sehildren's pieture
»ooxs

Frequently the resourse person and thd instrmetor may
team teash, This 18 partisularly appropeiate when the
spealalizations of the teanvy are slosely allied sueh as in
the following situationss

ls A shildren’s literature instruetor visits a gsosial
studies methods slass to share literature which would
®oth direstly and indiresetly promote the attainment
Of spesified soeial studics objestives, e.x.,
ecological values and eoncepts, understanding of
minority group problems or psychologisal problems

2. A social studies methods instructor visits a
shildren’s literature class to share poetry
anthologies, informational books, blographies, and
historical flotion ecllected for a unit on the
¢ivil war, for example.

3. A reading methods instrustor with a speeial
soppetames 4n erdtdeal reading petldds shares
suzgestions for the development of pertinent
eritical reading skills with nethods slasses
in geienee, social studies, or chiliren'’s literature

Companies pudblishing textbooks and other instruetional
) )
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materials welecme opportunities to send representatives to
speak with prospeetive teachers, Often these representatives
have considerable experience plus speeialized graduate training
in the area related to the instructional materials they‘sre
promoting., These resocuree persons may artioulately give an
acoount of the development and the suggested use of their
materials. In recognition of the surrent trend toward a
multi-media approael. learning, they may exhibit samples

of various media to demonstrate their coordinastion and proper
seleotion to meet individual ohildren’s rneeds, Companies
whieh have developed and produced audio-~visual media are
eager to demonstrate their most reeent developments in
hardware and software to prospeetive sustomers., This
acqualis students with innovations in the rapidly shanging
field of audio-visual media,

Students may bdenefit from the visits of two representatives
from eompanies publishing very different programs, For
oxample, & stmetured and unstrustured early ehildhood
edusation program may be compared and eontrasted, As satudsnis
are eonfronted with various programs, they may examine sueh
questions ass la) How do different programs approash similar
and/or divergent obdbjectives? (») What is the rationale for
their program based upon their philoscphy? These experiences
in evaluating instruetional materidls may provide tases for
later decision making when the students are elassroon

teachers serving on textbook selsetion sommittees,
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The performanee of essential educational services is not
limited to the publie schools., The identification and
utilization of resource persons who are pexrforming these
services may promote communieation detween the university and
the ecommunity,

The Head Start director, teacher, or parent-ccordinator
RAy share their experiences with ehild development or preschool
methods elasses. The director or teachers frem a Montessori
sehool may desoribe Montessori’s philesophy, theories, methods
and materials perhaps preceding a class fieid trip to a
Montessori school. The boom in day care ecenters desgerves
recognition, Students eoncerned with the preschooler Bnay
bscome familiar with some typleal day eare programs through the
visit of a day care senter employee, As a sonsequence of
these resouree persons' contributions, some prospective
teachers might bdecome sufficiently interested in the young
oehild to deside to pursue a career in the rapidly expand ing
field of preschool eduscation,

The socilai worker employed by a welfare agensy to assist
families with problems may be an important souree of information
pertinent to understanding shildren, This resouree person c.:
could share his knowledge of the types of home situations with
whish some children are eonfronted and the kind of assiutance
provided for them by the welfare agenoy. Their coordinative
efforts with the pudlie selools may be explored.

The prospeetive tsacher needs to be eognigant of the
nature and extent of the drug abuse prodlem among shildren,
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A reputadble souree of this information is a representative of
th® police department, Such an individual may share informative
films and regalia and report actual cxamples of tragie
sltuations related to drug abuse among elementary school
children, In those communities where the poliee department
working in confunetiocn with the pudblie schools has Gesigned

a drug edusation program, the scope and sequence of this
currieulum a3y be presented,

In nearly all eommunities the public library provides
valuable edusational servises for children, This 1is aceomplished
both independently and cooperatively with the publiec schools,
The ehiidren's 1ibrarian visiting the ohildren®s literature
class as a resouree person may

1. Tell a children's atory, thus providing a model
for aspiring storytellers,

2, Present the library'’s eriteria for eheosing echildren's
books for purshase,

3. Identify the specific hooks whieh are most popuiar
with ehildren at different age levels,

k., Share teshmiques for motivating children to select
and read high quality literature,

5. Review recent publieations of children's books
acquired by the lidbrary,

6. Explain the library's poliey relative to purshasing
*eontroversial®” e¢hildren’s books,

7« BExplain the public librery's ccordination of efforts
with the public sehool.

The recent insorporation of environmental education in
the elementary eurrioulum is exemplified in the growth of
outdoor education programs, In a eommunity fortunate enough
to have such a program, the director or teaschers of sush a
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program may accomplish several cobjectives from a visit to
an elementary secience or séeial studies methods elass, Thege
might inelude:s

1. Describing environmental edusation activities whieh
astually beriefit the sommunity

2. Stimulating interest among students who are
potential partieipants or student teachers in the
program

3. Sharing techniques of incorporsting aspeets of
cutdoor edueation in the elementary olassroom

4, Identifying the advantages to be derived from the
openness and informality of an outdoor edueation
program

5« Deseribing the ecoprdination of the outdoor sducation
program with the elementary eurriculunm

It 18 apparent from a survey of these illusirations and
suggestions that 2ash teacher educator must make his own
ldentifieations and selections of resouree persons based upon
needs, interests and avallability,

To faoilitate the identifieation and selection of
resouree persons, it would be advisable for departments of
elementary eduoation to maintain a eurrent file of such
pertinent information related to each resourece person as:

1. Thelr professional title, address, and telophone
nusber |

2o A brief summary of their oral presentation and media

3¢ A brief summary of their unique experiences, roles
and responsibilitire

4, The specific preparation which the resourse person
may expect from the instruetor and/or students

5¢ The name(s) of other resoures person{s) with whom
they might tean




This file of resocurce persons becomes inereasingly
useful as more potential resource persons are identiﬂed
through instructors' and studehts' contacts with the publie
sshcols and.the comuunity and:through the recommandations of
current resource persons, Students neecd to be continuously
encouraged to recommend elasgroom teachers and other
professionals with whom they may be in sontaet who have
special eompetencies whieh could ve shared for the bhenefit
of prospeative teashers,

Although the sonsern of this artiele has been with the
utilization of resource persons in undergraduate teascher
edueation, it is imperative that elassrcoom teashers who are
partieipating in inserviee training including graduate
education be exposed to and encouraged to interast with resourece

persons representing s variety of baskgrounds and viewpoints,
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