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ABSTRACT

This speech focuses on the thesis that most good
teachers cannot explain the psychological principles underlying their
soun? teaching practices. They appear to be unaware of the large body
of theoretical and experimental evidence supporting ome educatiomnal
procedure over another. Through referemnce to a film showving a teacher
teaching social studies teaching methods are reviewed in their
theoretical framework; including such methods as setting the stage
for learning, creating a democratic classroor environment,
establishing continuity (Gestalt psychology), removing the immediate
blocks to learning, using suppleumentary materials, and designing
assignpents with the children. Using these methods and others a
teacher sets the stage for the child to do his own learning. (ED)
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Jr. tiarris, ur. Colson, Fellow ‘leacoors:

I am not usually eager to speak on proirams, Lut when Dr. Colson
explained to me tne aims of this prosram and asked re to pive the keynote
address, 1 did not hesitate to accept. Ily reaciness to accept was mnot
due to any delusion about my own eloquence in speech-making, Rather,

1 was motivated by a long-standing desire to uave taachers become articulate
about the principles of psycholoagy that underlie sound teaching practices.

Year after year we offer courses in human development, learning
theory, general psychology, social psycholory, and mental hygiene. Year
after year our teachers pursue their classroom responsibilities as 1f
the insights gained in these courses have no relutionship to the teaching-
learning process. This is not to say that gpood teaching does not go on.
what impresses me is that, with fow exceptions good teachers cannot
explain the principles underlying their pracrices. They appear to be
unaware of the large body of theorctical and expoerimental evidence sup-
wrting one educational procedure as opposed to another. When asked why
they cloose one method rather than another they arc likely to say "Because
this i{s tae latest method'" or ' "lt's the newest thing in education today.’
Porlaps we should change the sequence in our instruction and have students

fo their student teaching first. Then they uight be better motivated to
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find the principles when they take the psychiolosy courses. A
You have just viewed a film showing ":r. (ollins tcachinx a social

studies lesson on the ‘lestward Movement at tie A, P, Hill School, 1t is
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the kind of lessou tuat might occur at any schnol. The c.ildren vere
not individually cnosen for the filn. The class 18 a resularly consti-
tuted one, and the pupils were unrehiearsed for tie film, I want to

use this demonstration to point out several psychiolorical principles on
which the lesgson was bpuilt. These principles have been derived from
learning theory, from gestalt psycholony, from social psycholory and
from mental hygiene,

You noticed that, in the film, Mr. Collins spent tha entire teach-
ing period settina the stage for learning. It is the thesis of this
presentation that the teacher's function 1s to set the staxe, and that
the pupil must do his own leérning. liow did Iy, Collins get the stage?
First, he himself, was prepared. There 18 no substitute fer toacher
preparation. liis thoroug! preparation frecd !.i-, to be spontaneous, per-
ceptive and enthusiastic in the classroonm.

Now enthusiasm is contagious as any studeut of social psychology
will attest. It is an erotional state easily diffused throurhout a
yroup by a leader who engages every wember in the froup enterprise, In
this film, the group enterprise 1s learning about the Vest. The teacher,
havin: slready made the intellectual adventure, can serve as an experiencec
suide who knows where the dangers lurk and wiere the thrills and excitement
wait,

As a group leader, the teacher plays t'ie wajor role in creating
the classroom climate. I am sure you were impressed by the happy fsces,~
spontancous show of hands, the eager postures, and at times the outburst

of aaswers. It is not far from this classroom te the insiahts gained from the
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classic study of social climates by Lewin, Lippit and Uuite, Of the
three climates experimeatally created (autocratic. laissez-faire, and
democratic) 1t was the democratic that produced such behavior as demon~
strated in the film. Every child was recognized and rewarded for his
contribution. Success, not failure, was "in the air.” From the point
of view of mental hygiene, this was a healthy climate, a wholesome
climate in which to grow. '

The next step was to astablish continuity with the previous
lesson by a brief review gb that tie pupils could see and appreciate
the relevance of today's lesson. According to Gestalt psychologists,
neaningful relationships foster insight which is the crux of efficient
learning. Too often, we teach each day's lesson as a thing in itself
as if 4t has no relaticnship vhatsoever to what has gone before or to
vhat will coms after. Small wondexr, then, that the pupil never “gets
the eonnaction” ox sees tho.putposo of his daywto-day assignments,.

WVhen he sees the over-all plan, then short teym ssgignmants can gather ’
their meaningfulness from the total patterm.

Not only does Gestalt psychology demand continuity dut programmed
instruction does also. Review and interlccking of steps insure con-
solidation of gains and there is s firxmer command of prior lsarning
before moving on to the logical next-step. Mr. Collins carsfully
explained the connection batween yesterday's work and today's assign-
mant. Resesarch in the ares of transfer of training undergizds this
procedure. Transfer should never be left to chance; we must teach ex~ *

plicitly for it.
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‘Mo the purposes and fealy of & lesson are made clear to hienly
cdvated pupils, we arce ready to rewove the L oadiate hloeks to learnin..
The bloeks to learnin; include (1) lack of uncerstauaing of words, (2)
inadequate concepts, (3) inability to read maps, (4) inability te inter-
pret charts, (5) lack of proper and sufficlent source mnterials, (6) uuclear,
indefinite., and undifferentiated assisnuent:,

how did !lr. Collins proceed to rewove tae blocks to learning?
he first selected certain key woris that, in uis opinion, were likely to
sive trouble. The words are crucial to the unierstandinz of the geography,
the mission, the Lavi.:iips of the westward movement, Accurate concepts
are the building blocks for full understandim; and acecur.:: » interpretation
of what is read.

Furthermore, the reading matter was illustrated & .! supplemented
by maps and charts on the principle that learuing is a multiple process
and is best acnieved through multiple stimulation. 7This is the major
principle underlying the use of audio-visual and coustruction materials.
What do colors signify in a map? low are boundaries, rivers, plains and
mountains indicated? What are the anchorage poluts of orientation? What
is the spatial difference between "mid-west' and far west'? It should
he noted that tne pupil with readiny difffculties can learn from a map
or casrt much of what the competent readexs leary from the text. Thus,
tiie principle of individual dif{ferconces is served.

"ictures, too, can be an effective ald tou learning when the pupilg
are taught oow to 'read' the picture$ and liow to ask yood questions about

taen. Jy studying the picture of a wason tralu pupils can male certain
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inferences dbout t.e westvard movoment: such as, tie west was nostil.
country or why wvould the travelers keep tuelr uns hnndy?{fone of the
travelers planned to stay lLecsuse thev brou,.l alony overything they
possessed: they becare the settlers. It vas a long tivwe ago because
diesel trains, trucis, huses and airplanes hav. lons ainee replaced
wagon trains,

having removed the blocks by developiir certain learning tools
and techniques, the teacher has a planning sesston In which all the
ciildren participate. They know tie ovar-all task: they know how to
aprroach the solution to problems inhierent In tlie task. liow tley must
decide individual responsibilities in carryin, out the job. fHote how
readily the puplls volunteered for partfculay asasipnrents., .ote also
tliat each volunteer chose what he felt he could Jdo., ‘Iwo psycholopical
principley should be pointed out as operatins, iu the choice of assign-
ments) one is that there is a pgreater sense of commitment to plans that
the pupil has participated in making than to externally imposed plaus;
the other is that pupils, recornizing thelr ubdilities and limitations,
tenc to set their aspirations at cnallenging lut attainable levels. ?Pupils
are cavable of serious commitment to soals they understand and have
wevpted as thedir own,

The stave is now set for further study, The answers arc not piven,
ney wst be soucht., The tools of inquiry sac orobler-selviny have bLeon
developed,  lotivation is toward clearly acconted soals and definitely
2351 aed tasks.  The teacher has created a learnln» climate that fosters

inditlacive and sclf-confidence, Tension towar! completion of the unfintshad
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task has been creatud, la short, t.ae stage has beeon set and the blocis

to learning removed. .ow, the pupll, dmself, wust dJdo bils own learniu;.
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