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ABSTRACT

The media program plays a direct and iamportant role
in the reading program in the Groton Public Schools, functioning in a
close relationship with the classroom to promote student reading in
several ways. The media center provides easy access to a variety of
interesting materials for students to use in practicing the reading
skills learned in the classroom. The media specialist, whose
educational background includes a study of children's and adolescent
literature, is able to provide reading guidance to the individual
student and to promote the study of literature through storv hours,
book discussions, and the preparation of reading lists. Supplementary
print and non-print materials are distributed to iaprove classroon
instruction. Part of the media program is devoted to more effective
use of media, including mass media, in the curriculua. When student
interest in various topics is stimulated by television, the school
media progras provides materials for followup reading on these
subjects. The media center serves as a stimulus to change and
innovation in the classrooa by introducing nev prograas in reading
and other subject fields. {(Author/SlL)
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TFE MEDIA PROCRAM IS AN INTEGRAL PART OF THE RWADING PROCGRAM

The media vrocram plays a direct and important role in the reading program in
the Groton Fuhlic Schools. Originally school livraries were viewed primarily as a
source of outside reading for bock reports; in the media center program the
relationship to the reading orogrvam goes far tevond this narrow scope. The media
rropram functions in a close relationship to the classroon reading program to help
rronote student reading in eisht wavs:
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I. Surrlving a wealth of wrinted materiais for students to use to practice and
imrrove skills thev have learned in the classroom.

Learrnine the mechanics of reading does not puarantee that a person will becomne
& reader. The desire and interest in readins must he fostered bv easv access to &
variety of materials of interest to each individual reader. These materiuls are
readilv available through the school media center. The hook, vamvhlet, and periodi-
. cal collection in each school has bYeen chosen to vrovide ocuelity materials that will
be chkallenrineg and atsorbine for the student, suhblect to hudret limitaticns. Rotat-
int 20llections are loaned to classroonms so that students may bhe surrounded by books,
and students are encouraged to visit the media centers when they are stuffed to
seek materials of interest to read. For a number of vears, our media centers have
heen develoning collections of carefully selected nanerback hooks, recognizine the
rood resyponse gstudents show toward this format. Research shows that children who
have continuous access to zood school librarv collections administered by a full
time rrofessional rererally read two to three times as rmanv items in a rreater
varietv of literarv forms than do children who have access only to clessroom collect-
ions or to centralized collections without professional versonnel. John Hersev,
the well-known Connecticut author, commented that "school is where the Yook hahit
rrowe, if ever it does, and elementary school is where the habit is »orn, if at all."
It is essential to rrovide rany tooks in the schools where all children have easv
access to them; we cannot relv uron students to find their outside reading outside
the school.

I1. Furnishinz direct reading guidance to students

The media specialist, whose educational backaround includes a studv of children':
and adolescent literature, is able to nrovide puidagee in reading for individual
students, rased on the needs and capahilities of each student, Materials are care-
fully selected to supnlv & collection that will interest the students and motivate
them to read. Readins pruldance or advice in selecting books to read and help in
interrretine and discussins vhat students have read, is given on an individual hasis

~ and in rroups through book talks, book discussions, and similar activities. The '
media specialist strives to help each student develop his potential throurh reading. .
The summer rporam, in which eisht media centers have teen open for use,has enabled
the media svecialist to rive individual attention to children on a vear-round tasis ’
as vell as maintaining an interest in reading through the vacation veriod.

I17. Utilizine backeround in children's and adolescent literature in the readine
progranm -

With the backiround and interest of the media specialist in these areas of
literature and the opportunity to discuss books and recommend reading to students,
the media specialist vlavs a kev role in promoting a study of literature. From the
storvtelling and storv reading activities for the primarv grades to the sssistance
in develoning a recormended readinz 1ist for a senior hish school class, the media
specislist has a part in teaching literature appreciation to students. FEach media
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specialist includes activities in this area in the planned program at various lévell.
The Madia Services Center works in the develooment of tirliorraphies of recormended
reading to correlate with the various curriculum areas, and sets up rook exhitits
throughout the vear to mive wider coverage for outstanding books.

IV. Providinz materials to sunplement the texts in the reading rropgram

The media center has many materials which are used in the readine progran in
the clessroom. These materiels renpge from tapes and filmstrips on vhonies to record-
incs of roetry and educational rames related to reading skills, and includes the
actual hooks used for individualized and enrichment reading. The tasal resdine
procrem we are usiv> in the schools recommends that at least once a week, the readinr
class should use s.;plementarv lidrary materials in place of the textbook for the
readine lecson: research with this reading progrem in other school systems shows
that studonts meke rrester prograss in reading skill development when these outside
materials and activities are an integral vart of the reading {nstruction. The media
svecialist, with a knowledpe of materials, is atle to recommend media that can be
used in the readine proeram on all levele. Manv materisls are provided throurh the
madie center for remedisl work in reading, for special education needs, and for
challenrineg pifted readers.

V. Findinz materials for reading in the content arees such as sclence and social

—————

Since reaeding is a kev to success in other subject fields, it is important to
vrovide materials to match the interests and atilities of students in various curr-
joulum areas. Surrlementarv materials are vrovided for all students by the media
center, and in some cases these materials replace the texttook as readinz matter.
The texttook is reared to the averaze student, while the media specialist can locate
curriculum-related materials for the poor reader and the gifted vupil so that each
can exvand his or her knowledre and contribute to class work in subject fields.

Last vear one of our schools received a Right to Read prant to vrovide this tvre of
materials for reading in social studies; the rrant was one of four wvhich was devel-
oved crcperativelv by teachers and media specialists in our schools. Media center
materials often serve as the recuired reading in elective courses in the secondary
schools. Media center materials are used to stimilate critical riading and analvsis
of su-Ject matter and to encourage research work in the content areas. Provision
of varied materials in one reason why students with media centers and professional
staff show rreater educational main in subject fields than students without these
resources, as proven bv educational research studies.

V1. Caritalizine on student interest in other media 1o promote readins

Part of the media procram is devoted to more effective use of medis, including
mass media, in the curriculum. Students' interest in various topics from athletics
and astronauts to ¥King Henrv VIII are stimulated by television: the school media
vrrogram rrovides materials for follow-up readinz on these sutjects. The interrela-
tionship of media is stressed as atudents view a film or filmstrip or listen to &
yecording and then read the book from vhich they are mede. Sesame Street and The
Plectric Comnanv have nroved the value of other media in teachina reading skills to
¢hildren. Our film aopreciation program has important ramifications for reading,
end students must read to respond to questions raised tv media viewing., Student
production of media such as filmstrips, tapes, and videptapes, recuires reading to
acauire and orranize backaround i{nformation which will te used. To cite another
example, many schools have a tape listening progran in which beginning readers
follov the text of a papertack hook while they listen to the story and then ansver
auestions based on their listening. Ve cannot have an effective rsading progran
today without recognition of the importance of other media to todav's students.
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VII. Stimulating indevendent study prolects in manv aress

In ind~pendent studv, students research a toplic to pose and answer auestions
that meet svecified objectives and to broaden their understanding of the surject.
The media specialist suides the students in the develomment of study and reference
skills which are needed for effective use of independent studv time and assists in
the location of materials which are suitable for the student's studv. Cuidance in
the critical use of media ds needed ty manv students: the amonnt of direct surer-
vision and assistance is decreased until students are truly inveolved in independent
studv. Our independent studv yrorram begins in the elementarv school, and sonme
students develor verv sophisticated studv skills before trev ro to Junior hish school.
Secondarv schools can tuild on the backrround of independent study to help students
rrevare for a lifetime of learning.

VIII. Initiatine innovative reading activities on & pilot project “asis

The media center serves as a stimulus to change and innovation in the classrooms-
tv introducinsm new prorrams in reading and other fields. As these yroframs are
adonted v classroom teachers and hecome incorporated into classroom routines, the
medis srerialist moves on to another program, Qur tape teaching program teran in
the media center due to the nature of the media and the need to share scarce enuio-
ment amone manv classes., Thonics, tapes, tapes for teaching listening and other
readins skills, and teves for motivating outside reading have bteen produced tv
media srecialists who have then encouraczed and helped teachers to make tares to meet
their own teachine orjectives. Cormercial taves have “een acouired to aurment this
vroerar, althourh in manv cases our horemade tapes are superior and were availarle
first. In Croton the individuslized reading prorFram tegan in the media center as a
surnlementarv vrorram: it has moved into the classroom in manv schools. Use of
tares and cassettes to rive an aural interpretation of the trook that accompanies
them has =one from a medis center activitv to the classroom: some are now treins
circulated for home use ag a further extension of the prozram. Independent studv,
use of veclunteers in the readins vrorram, student tutors, use of educational rames,
tared student.rerorts, and other student-produced media are other prorrams that were
inaururated in the media center and are now movine into the rest of the school.

Tven the oren classroom with its emphasis on self-selection, self-discirline, and
indevendent studv had its precursor in the trowsing and research functions of the
media center. We have had "open" media centers for a lone time. As former Comm-
1ssioner of Pducation for the State of Connecticut, William J. Sanders stated, "It
is the school, atove all, that serves the most children, and it is the well-stocked
school litrary, menared or "taught" by a trained librarv-teacher, that will weirh

in the *alance. Although the school is frecuently criticized for attemptine to re-
rlace the home in manv wavs, few critics of the school will denvy that its function is
teins fulfilled through the encouragement of the habit of wide readinr., Tt is,
therefore, of naramount importance that the schools have excellent litraries angd

the expense involved will be less in proportion to what is accomplished than for any
othar exrenditure." Development of a media program with professional staff and ad-
eouate materials is a verv cost-effective wav of promoting reading in our schools
and will enhance the studv of every subject in the educational program.

Prepared *v Mrs, Flizateth T.Fast
Director of Media Services

Groton Puhlic Schools

March, 107h



