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This document contains a biographical sketch of Ernie

Pyle, the Pulitzer Prizewinning journalist froa Indiana who gained
fame during World War II as a nationally syndicated correspondent for
the Associated Press. The story of Pyle's life is traced from his
birth in Dana, Indiana, through his college years and his early years
as a roving reporter for the "Washington Daily News," and concludes
with his experiences as a war correspondent and his death wuile
covering an invasion in the Pacific. (The original presentation of
this sketch ir-:luded a slide show compiled from pictures taken by the
author and from a collection of pictures at Indiana University.)
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SCHIPT

l(msm. ..UP AND UNDER
FROX COPLAND'S THIRD
SYNPHONY)

(FIRST NARRATOR)

1, Slide: Ernin Pyle

2. Slides
rations

Pyle with C~

3¢ Sladet
Shep

Pyle with dog

4, Slides Pyle, war cor-
respondent

W/ ERHIE PYLE--FAMED HOOSIER CORRESPONDENT OF WOULD
WAR II, REWEMEERED MOST FOR "HIS SYMPATHETIC POTTRAYAL
OF THE MATTER-OF-FACT HEROISM OF THE COMMON YAN CAUGHT

i

UP IN A SAVAGE WAR"~--" POSSESSED MUCH MOFE THAN A

TALENT FOR RECORDING mé BLOOD AND GUTS OF BATTLE. A
PULITZER FRIZE-WINNING JOURNALIST, PYLE USED HIS
INHATE SENSE OF CONCERN FOR THE COMMON PEOFLE NOT ONLY
IN WAR BUT IN PEACE AS WELL. PYLE'S FELLOW WAR
CORRESPONDENT NOLAKD NORGAARD OF THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
SAYSs “WE MUST ALSO REMEMBER THAT PYLE WAS A TRAINED
NEWSMAN, INTOLERANT OF POMPOSITY AND sv.? Loxg
BEFORE HE BECAME A FAMNOUS WAR GORRESPONDENT,. PYLE

SHOWED THIS SAME CONTEMPT FOR POMPOSITY AND SHAM AS

HE TRAVELED ACROSS THE CONTINENT WRITING HIS AMERICANA

l
Personal letter from Noland Norsaard to author ,
April 6, 1974

Ima.
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AUDIO-VISUAL-NISG. SCRIPT (PAGE 2)

COLUMNS. HIS HUWANE CAPACITY TO DEPICT THE SMALL
THINGS OF LIFE IN AWD OUT OF WAR IS A QUALITY OFTEN
OVERLOOKED IN JOURNALISH TODAY. PYLE REPORTED THE
STORIES THAT WOULDH'T WRITE THEMSELVES--STORIES ABOUT
EVERYLAY EVENTS AND EVERYRAY PEOPLE RATHER THAN THE
CHAOTIC AND BIZARRE HAPPENINGS THAT DOMINATE MOST
FRONT PAGES. THIS DOCUMENTARY--THROUGH BIOGRAPHICAL
NARRATION, BOOKS AND LETTERS, AND MOST HUMANLY THROUGH
TAPED INTERVIEWS WITH HIS FRIEWDS AND COLLEAGUES--
SHOWS WHY ERNIE PYLE WILL REMAIN FATOUS NOT ONLY FOR
HIS JOURNALISM BUT FOR HIS HUNANISM AS WELL.
MUSIC...FADE OUT
THE LIFE OF ERNEST TAYLOR PYLZ BEGAN ON AUGUST 3,
5. Slidet Saby, 10 months 1900, IN THE SMALL TOWN OF DANA, INDIANA, WHICH LIES
ON THE FLAT, ALNOST PRAIRIE LAND KEAR THE ILLINOIS

BORDER. BROUGHT INTO A RURAL COUNTRY AND QUIET LIFE

BY HIS PARENTS, WILLIAM C. AND MARIA TAYLOR PYLE, HE
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6. .Slides with hobby horse

7. Slides Original birth-
place

3. Slides Original birth-
place

EXCERPT FROM TAPED
INTERVIEN 2/2/74

9. Slides Mrs. Elder and
author

SEEMED TO HAVE THE AESTHETIC APPRECIATION WHICH LATER
SC CHARACTERIZED HIS WRITING. UMRS. HAROLD RUSSELL, A
CHILDHOOD NEIGHBOR ,REMEMBERS ERNEST AS BEING QUITE AN
ARTIST., “LIS BEDROOM WALL3 WERE COVERED WITH HIS

COMIC STRIPS. I THOUGHT HE WOULD BECOME A GREAT ARTIST
INSTEAD OF STUDYING JOURNALISM AT INDIANA UI‘JI\!ERSITY."3
SHE RWOOLLECTS. IR THE WORDS OF MRS DOROTHY ELDER OF
DANA, WHO DONATED PYLE'S BIRTHPLACE TO THE STATE OF
TNDIANA AND THE PEOPLE OF DANA,IT IS PROBABLE THAT
ERNIE GOT HIS FIRST IDEAS OF WRITING ABOUT THE LITTLE
THINGS AND ORDINARY PEOPLE WITH SUCH PERFECT DESCRIPTION
FRO'! LIVING IN THE SMALL TOWN OF DANA.

(MRS, ELDER)

HE LIKED TO SIT THERE AND LISTEN TO THE GENTLEMEN

TELL TALES OF WHAT USED TO HAPPEN AROUND DANA, HE'D

3Hayne Guthrie, "Pyle Was Artist Turned-Journalist,
The Indianapolds News (Feb. 21, 1974).



BEST COPY AVAILABLE

AUDIO~VISUAL-MISC. SCRIPT (PAGE &)

RATHER DG THAT THAN GO TU THE SHOW. &

(FIRST NARRATOR)
PYLE, WHOSK SENSE OF IMACERY POSSTELY CAN BE

10, Slide: Dana, Indiana TRACED TO HIS SMALL~TOWN ORIGIN IN INDIAM:, WAS A BIT

(FROM FAURE % PAVANE) I UT INFLUENCE DAWA HAD i HIM.AI

COLUMN WRITTEN LATER IN HIS CAREER, ON A NOSTALGIC
RETURN TRIP TO DANA, HE CONVEYS IN SIMPLE WORDS HOW HE
FELT ABOUT HIS HOMETOWN,

(SECOND NARRATOR)
"PEOPLE WHO MAVE BEEN AROUND SAY DANA IS A MEDIUM-

GOOD TOWN. T REALLY DON'T KNOW WHETHER IT IS OR NOT.

I NEVER FELT CONPLETELY AT ZASE Ih DANA. I SUPPOSE

IT WAS AN INFERIORITY HANCOVER FROM CHILDNHOODs I VAS
A FAR BOY, AND TOWN KIDS CAN MAKE YOU FEEL AWFULLY
BACKWARD WHEN YOU'RE YOUNG AND A FARM BOY. I NEVER
GOT OVER IT. I SHOULD HAVE, OF COURSE, BECAUSE ALL
THAT WAS LONG AGO, AND THE PEOPLE I SAW ON THE STREET
WERE PEOPLE I'D INOWN ALL MY LIFE, AND MANY OF THEN

“Mrs. Dorothy Elder, interviewsd by Gretchen
Letterman (Dena, Inddana), Feb, 2, 197%.
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WERE OUR FARN FRIENDS WHO HAD MOVED TO TOWN IN THEIR

DECLINING YEARS. BUT JUST THE SAME, I FELT SELF-

CONSCIOUS I WALKED DOWN THE STREET IN DANA

MUSIC...FAIE OUT WHENEVER 5 '
: IMAGINING THE TOWN BOYS WERE MAKING FUN OF ME."™

(FIRST NARRATOR)
- EVEN THOUGH DANA MADE HI:{ SELF-CONSCIOUS, THE

SKALL TOWN AND SURROUNDIWG IiDIANA COUNTRYSIDE BECAME

ﬂl_ggﬁ. & Ogizs.gp S%A‘ THE INSPIRATION FOR MANY OF HIS COLUHNS.T IN ONE
CHIAN SPRING) -

DISPATCH WRITTE: WHILE HE WAS ROVINC THE UNITED STATES

IN THE THIRTIES, PYLE JOKES ABOUT THE PROPENSITY OF
ws ALL TCOWRS TO ERSCT : LiORTALS TO THSIR LOCAL HERO.

(SECOND NARRATOR)

“PRACTICALLY EVERY 50 MILES FROM KANSAS TO OHIO
YOU PASS THROUGH A TOWN WHERE SOME REMARKABLE FIGURE
WAS BORN OR SPENT HIS EARLY DAYS: JESSE JAMES, J. C.
PENNEY, GENERAL JOHN J. PERSHING, MARK TWAIN, ABRAHAM
LINCOLN AND E. TROCADERO PYLE. AT THE CROSSROADS WHERE
HIGHWAY 36 CUTS PAST DANA, THERE MIGHT BE A LARGE MARKER
SAYING: ‘*THREE MILES SOUTH IS THE HOUSE IN WHICH E. PYLE,

5Emie Pyle, Home Countrv (New York, William Sloane
Associates, Ine., 1947), p. 390.
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Ti{DIANA'S GREAT SKULK-TRAPPER, JELLY-EATER, HORSE-
HATER AND SHAKE-AFRAIDER-OF, WAS BORN. 1IN HIS LATER

YEARS 5R. PYL3 ROSE TO A STATE OF fATIORAL FEDIOCRITY
AS A LETTER WRITER, A STAYER IN HOTELS, A TALKER TO
OBSCURE PEOPLE, AND A DRIVER FROM TOWN TO TOWN. THE

rman o——— m——

OLD HOUSE IS IN A STATE OF PRESERVATION, ALTHOUGH THE
SAME CANNOT BE SAID FOR iR. PYLE, HISTORIANS SAY HE
MUSIZ...FADE OUT HAS BEEn FALLING TO PIECES FOR ms.mé

(FIRST WHARRATOR)

:1. Slides Marker on 36 TODAY A MEMORTAL MARKER STANDS IN A REST PARK ON

HIGHWAY 36 NEAR DAMA,BUT THE MESSACE READS DIFFERENTLY
THAN PYLE PROJECTED IN HIS COLUN. A REPLICA OF THE
ACTUAL MENORTAL HARKER AT HIS DEATH SIDE ON A TINY

12. 811des Plaque PACIFIC ISLAND, AND A COilENORATIVL FLAQUE NAMING HINM
“Al(ZRICA'S GREATEST AND BEST LOVED" OF WRITERS AND WAR
CORRESPONDENTS ADD ERNIE PYLE'S NAME TO THE LIST OF
"REHARKABLE FIGURES" HE MENTIONS IN HIS COLUMN, PYLE

GOT THE HEMORIAL HE KIDDED ABOUT, WOR THE FOLKS AROUND

6P:r1e. liome Countxy, pp. 295-297.
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13. Slide: Dana, Home of i DANA ARE PROUD THAT SUCH A FAIOUS AND LOVED PERSON WAS
Ernie Pyle

A PRODUCT OF THEIR TOWI'.
PYLE LEPT DANA AFTER BEING GRADUATED FRO:] HIGH

ik. Slides Pyle, age 18 SCHOOL I¥ 1918, AND JOINED THE WAVY. SEWT TO THE

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS FOR PRELIAINARY TRAINING, HL WAS

SOON PLACED O IKACTIVE DUTY BY THE SIGHIIG OF THE

ARI(ISTICE.
15, Slide: Indiana Univer- I 1919, ERNJE ENTERED INDIANA UNIVERSITY, JOHN
sity
STE{PEL, FORMER JOURNALISI DEPARTMENT HEAD AT I.U., AND
FRIE:DLY CLASSMATE COMPETITOR OF ERRIE TALKS ABOUT THE
RUIIOR THAT ERNIE MAJORED IN JOURNALISM BECAUSE IT WAS
BASY.
?
EXCERPT FRON TAPED © (JOHN STEIPEL)

INTERVIEN 11/16/73 ;
16, Slides John Stempel

THAT STORY HAS GOME AROUND THAT HE ELECTED TO MAJOR
. T4 JOURNALISY BECAUSE SOMEBODY HAD TOLD HIM IT WAS

EASIER THAL ANYTHIIG ELSE. WELL THE TRUTH OF THE MATTER

- e e

IS, THAT AT THAT TIME YOU COULDN'T MAJOR II JOURNALISM,,
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17. Slidet Indiana Univer-
sity

18. Slides Wm. Evans

EXCERPT FROM TAPED
INTERVIEN 3/2/7%

10, Slides Wm. Wvans

HE CHOSE ECO/OMICS, AND HE HAD A VERY SCLID HIGH B
REGORD, !

(FIRST NARRATOR)
THOUGH A MAJOR I JOURNALISY WAS NOT POSSIBLE,

ERnI£ GOT PLENTY OF JOURNALISTIC EXPERIENCE IN ELECTED
COURSES AND AS REPORTER, MNEWS EDITOR,AND 1922 SUMMER-

TERY EDITOR-IN-CHIEF OF THE INDIANA DAILY S'I‘l.!l)u’i‘o}i'l‘.8

WILLIAM A. EVAuS, AN EDITOR O THE INDJANA DAILY STULENT
WITH ERNIE, R&CALLS HI AS A MAN FIT FOR A REPORTER'S
JOB.

(WILLIAIl EVANS)
TIMRR TS AN OLD NEWSPAPER SAYING THAT THE COOLEST

Ad ON THE HOTTEST JOB MAKES THE ra<vRST TIME, AND I

ALWAYS FICURED ERNIE WAS THAT KIND OF A C%U‘I’.9

7John Stempel, interviewed by Gretchen Letterman,
Bloomington, Indiana Nov. 15, 1973,

Bree . Miller, An Exnie Pyle Album (New York,
William Sloane Associates, Inc., 1 s Pe 15,

W1llian A. Evans, interviewed by Gretchen
Letterman, Indianapolis, Indiana Max, 2, 1974.
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(FIRST NARRATOR)
IT WAS WHILE HE WORKED IN A "HOTTEST" JOB ON THE

!

! NEWSPAPER THAT A HINT OF HIS DESIRE TO TRAVEL AND WRITE

E

. BECAME ZVIDENT., WHEN THUE INDIANA UNIVERSITY BASISBALL

{

| THAN WAS INVITED TO JAPAN IN 1922, HE AND THREE SIGMA

| ALPHA EPSILON FRATERWITY BROTHERS VORKED THEIR WAY

* ACROSS THE PACIFIC AS BELLBOYS ON THE LINER KEYSTONE

. STATE TO FOLLOW THE TEAM, WHILE ON THIS TRIP ERNIE

' IAILED AN ARTICLE TO THE DAILY STUDENT SIGNED "ERNEST

0

1
- T. PYLE, '23," WHICH WAS HIS FIRST BYL(NE.

MUSIC...UP AND UNDER ________._ ZERNIE ALSO WORKED FOR THE ARBUTUS, INDIANA
(X:/Taca alia  27%2,

HAIL 70 OLD LU., BY JOE
T. GILES, UNIVERSITY'S YEARBOOK, AS A JUNIOR EDITOR. IN THE

1923 VOLUME HE WAS THE FIRST OF TEN MEN SINGLED OUT
20, Slide: Picture from TO BE CARICATURED. THE VERSE UNDER THE SKETCH OF HIM

4rhutus -
HOLDING THE ZUDIANA DAILY STUDENT WITH A LITTLE

1%:11en Wilson, Ernte Pyle, Soy from Back Home
 Indianapolis, The Bobbe-Merrill Co., Inc., 1955, p. 165
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MUSIC...FADE OUT

Bon R W e S e . B o P

R T ST T U,

2. Slide: Well house on NS
campus

JAPAWESE A NIPPING AT HIS HEEL, READS:

(SECOND NARRATOR)
“THIS BRILLIAWT GEM WHICH BLUSHED UWSEEN IN DAVA,
10 SINCE GLOBE TROTTER, STUDENT ED., AEON AND
NHO KNOWS WHAT,
STILL WEARS THE SAME OLD HAT, IS STILL THE SAME GOOD
FELLOW,
10 THIS iAN‘S NAIE HEADS ALL THE LOT.".t
(FIRST NARRATOR)

AFTER HIS SPORTS-REPORTIIX: ADVENTURE IN JAPAN,
ERNIE WAS QUITE THE CELEBRITY ON CArPUS., BUT IN HIS
SENIOR YEAR, PYLE'S “BIG MAN" POSITION GAVE WAY TO
CRUSHED FEELILGS WHEN THE GIRL HE LOVED PASSED HIM BY
FOR AWOTHER MAN. DISILLUSIONED, HE INQUIRED ABOUT A
POSITION OFFERED BY THE LAPORTE, INDIANA HERALD, AND
WITH THE APFROVAL OF DEAN EDMONDSON, ACCEPTED THE JOB,
LEAVINS BLOOGINGTOl WITHOUT GRADUATING, AND WITH NO

12
TATENTIONHS OF SETTING FOOT O THE INDIANA CAMPUS AGAIN.

Bloounston. Indiana, Indiana
Univm.tty. 923), p. 3.

Rmuu. The Stoxy of Ernie Pyls, p. 25
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22, Slides young xeporter

23+ Slides with Dailv lews
staff

a e ol s . —— . o

PYLE'S FIRST BOSSES ON THE HERALD, RAY SMITH AND
CHARLES BEAL, SAW HIN AS "BASHFUL AdD UNINPRESSIVE=--NOT
LIKE A NEWSPAPER ;AN AT ALL." THEIR ATTITUIES CHANGED,
HOWEVER, WHEX HE TURMED OUT STORIES A30UT TEE COURTHOUSE

THE POLICE STATION, AND CITY HALL THAT MADE PEOPLE LIKE
HIN IMMEDIATELY,?
WHEN INVITED IN 1923 WITH A RAISE IN PAY TO X3E
REPORTER FOR THE WASHTJGTO: DAILY NEWS, PYLE LEFT HIS
SNALL TOWN POSITION FOR ONE IN A TRADITIONAL NEWS-

14
PAPERJIAN'S HAVEN I THE NATIOJ'S CAPITOL. AT FIRST

ERNIE WAS ONLY A REKPORTER, BUT THEN HE MOVED TO THE

POSITION OF COPY READER, A JOB THAT PINNED HIM TO HIS

DESK.

BECOI'ING RESTLESS WITH THE CONFINES OF COFY

13:411er, The story of Exnie Pyle, p. 25.

hmad., p. 27.
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o——- re——

HANDLING, PYLE GAVE WAY, (ONE OF THE i‘ANY TIMES HE DID
SO), TO HIS URCE FOR TRAVEL. IN 1926, AFTER QUITTING
4. Slidet Ernie and Jerry HIS JOB, PYLE AND HIS WIFE JERRY, WHOii HE HAD MARRIED
A YEAR BEFORE, SET OUT TO “DRIVE AROUiD THE RI}' OF THE
UKITED STATES."!? FIRST TOURING THE COUNTRY, THEY

{ STOPPED IIN .EW YORK TEN WEEKS LATER, WHERE HE TRIED

JOBS AT BOTH THE NEW YORK EVONING WORLD, AND THEN THE

| MEU YORK POST. MEAWWHILE, THE WASHINGTOS DAILY NEMS
. BADLY MNEEDED A TELEGRAPH EDITOR , AND LEE MILLER, THEN
THE 'ANAGING EDITOR, SUGGESTED PYLil. ACCEPTING THE
OFFER OFLY IF MILIER WAS TO BE RETAINED AS MANAGING
EDITOR, PYLE RETURNED TO WASHINGTORN.

WHILE IN THAT POSITION, PYLE TOOX UP AN AVIATION
5. Slides Pyle in airplane

| COLUii! Oi Tiid SIDE. BECAUSE HE WA HARRIED BY THE

: PRESSURE OF BOTH COPY DUTIES AND HIS COLUM{, HE WAS

5wi11er, The Storv of Ermte Pyle, p. 3.
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GIVEN PERMISSION TO TAKE ON THE COLUMN FULL TIME. IN
1932 HE WAS PROVOTED TO MANAGING EDITOR. WHEN TALKING
4. Sl3der At desk ABOUT PYLE's TIME AS NANAGING EDITOR, JACK HOWARD, NOW
PRESIDENT OF THE SCRIPPS-HOWARD HEWSPAPER CHAIN, TC

WHICH THE WASHINGTOU DALY MENS BELONGS, REMENBERS AN
INCIDENT THAT INDICATED PYLE WAS HOT CUT OUT FOR
JANAGING, BUT FOR WETTING. WME TUE LINDBERG BABY
KIDUAPPING STORY CAIE OUT, «R HOWARD RECOLLECTS, ERNIE
PUT IT ON PACE 46.30 DPYLE REALIZED HIMSsCF THAT HE WAS
UMHAPPY IN THE POSITION OF “A-AGER. HE WROTE TO A
COLLEGE FRIEKD, GENE UEBELHARDT, "I Al STILL MAHAGING
EDITOR, BUT IT IS NOT A JOB TMAT I LIKE. IT IS HARD

AND FATIGUING WORK, Ai:D I GET NO CHAVCE TO 10 AI'Y WRITIFG,
I THINK THAT IS WHERE MY GREATEST SATISFACTION LIES -

Ili WRITING - IN EXPRESSING MY FEELINGS IN PRINT, AND I

16Jack Howaxd, interviewed by Gretchen Letterman

(Pan American Building, New York), Mar. 14, 1974,
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7. Slides with car realy to
roan

3, Slide: Ernie and Jerry
ready to travel

TON'T GET A CHANCE TO DO I™ NOW. MAYBE THINGS WILL
CHANGE LATER."17

WHILE ON 4 VACATION TO RECUPERATE FROM ONE OF HIS
PRATL BODY'S MANY BOUTS WITH THE FLU, PYLE WROTE COLUMNS
ABOUT HIS TRAVELS WITH JERRY TO FID THE NICE WARM

SPOT THE DOCTOR PRESCRImED. 18

ONCE HE RESUMED MIS JOB,
PYLE TURNED Iy 11 TRAVEL COLWHS VHICH WERE INSTAST
HITS. FOUR I'OWTHS LATER, STILL [OT CONTENTED WITH THE
MAAGERTAL POSTTION, HE PROPOS@ A ROVING ASSIGNMENT.
WITH INSTRUCTIONS FROM SCRIPPS~HOWARD TO "DRIVE
WHEREVER HE LIKED, WRITE SIX COLUMNS A WEEK ABOUT
ANYTHING THAT INTERESTED HIM, AND MAIL THEM TO

WASHIWGTON FOR DISTRIBUTION TO THE TWO DOZEN SCRIFPS-

HOWARD NEWSPAPERS," PYLE WAS OFF" FULFILLING HIS DREAM,

Y"1a11er, The Stoxy of Exnie Pyle, p. 50.
1 d., p. 51,
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"I WILL GO WHEREVER I PLUASE AND WRITE WHAT I PLEASE.
IT'S JUST THi KIND OF JOB I'VE ALWAYS WANTED AND I
19
HOPE I CAN MAKE A GO OF IT." HE UROTE A FRIEND.
ERKIE VAS WOW WRITTHG FOR AUDIEHCES OF ABOUT 70
: 20 |
DAILIES AND RECEIVING GREAT PUSLICITY. IATT MEYER, NOW

PRESIDENT OF THE SCRIPPS~-HOWARD FOULDATION, WHO WAS

ADVERTISIIG DIRECTOR OF THE WASHINCTON DAILY NEWS

; WHILE ERUIE PYLE WORKED THERE, TEILS ABOUT ERNWIE AT
THAT TIiE.

EXCERPT FRO!{ TAPED : (HATT MEYER) .
INTERVIEW 3/14/74

| AND THE STAR, REALLY THE STAR OF ‘THE PAPER FROM A
29, Slides Matt Meyer !

- WRITING STANDPOINT WAS ERNIE PYLE. IE AT THAT TIIE,
WAS THE ROVING REPORTER: SPiiDING A GREAT DEAL OF HIS

: TI:E AWAY FROI THE PAPER, AND SPENDII!G A GREAT DEAL OF

- IT Ok BUSES BIEIWEEN !HERE Ai'D THE WEST COAST, OR WHEREVER

1%1110r, The story of Emle Pyle, p. 53

20, 11%er, A Ernle Pyle Altug p. 62.
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30 « Slides

Pyle ltstar!l

HE WAITED TO GO.
AS THE ADVERTISING DIRECTOR, I PICKED UP THE IDEA
THAT THE BEST SALE I COULD MAKE WAS AROUND ERNIE PYLE
AS A MATTER OF FACT, BECAUSE EVERYBODY IN TOWN READ
21
HIM AI'D EVERYBODY iNEW HIHM,

(FIRST NARRATOR)
EVEN THOUGH HE WAS THE STAR OF THE PAPER, PYLE

I'EVER SHOWED ANY SELF REIGHTEOUS:s3S IN HIS WRITING. HIS
FIRST CONCERN WAS TO SEEK OUT THE CO;1iON PEOPLE AND
ORDIIARY THINGS THAT OTHER REPORTERS PASSED UP AS
UNIMPORTANT AND PORTRAY THEN TO HIS READERS WITH A

HUMAN INSIGHT FOR ITAILS, WESTBROOK PEGLER, FELLOW
COLUMNIST WROTE: “ERNIE PYLE WRITES HFS WAY AIONG.

KEEPS OUT OF WEW YORK AND OTHER BIG CITIES THAT ARE

OVERCOVERED BY OTHER REPORTERS AND WRITERS, KNOWS NORE

21I=1att lieyer, interviewed Gretchen Letterman
(Pan American Building, New York), lar. W, 1974,
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SHALL-TOWN AND DIRT-ROAD AIRICANS THAN JIM FARLEY,

AND IS BETTER INFORMED O THE CONDITION - OR ANYWAY
THE FEELING - OF THE SMALL PEOPLE THAN i'RS. ROOSEVELT
HERSEI.F."zz PYLE TOOK Qif HIS OWN STYLE OF WRITING, AND
1§ SIMPLE WORDS WARMLY ATTRACTED HIS READERS.

RALPH HOLSIWNGER, JOURNALISii PROFESSOR AT INDIANA
UNIVERSITY, ANALYZES SO:E OF THE ELEMENTS OF PYLE'S
WRITINC STYLE AND POINTS OUT HOW IT ENDOWED HIS
JOURNALISM WITH ENDURING QUALITIES THAT MAKE HIS

WRITING VALID) EVEN TODAY.

EXCERPT FROM TAPED (RALPH HOLSINGER)

INTERVIEW 2/18/74 f
31. Sl4des Ralph Holsinger WELL, I SUPPOSE WITH HIM IT WAS A iATTER OF STAYING

WITH IT LONC ENQUGH TO CET TO THE POINT WHERE HIS SIMPLE,

DIRECT SENTENCES DEVELOPED A TEXTURE OF HEANING THAT

REPT THEI FROi BGING iiOMOTONOUS., THIS ONLY CAME THROUGH

22 '
(New Yoxk, The H. 4., Wilson
Co., 19&15, D 587. '
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MUSIC...UP AND UNDER
(FROM COPLAND'S HOEDOWN)

32. Slides Pyle battered
hat

—— g

JUST VERY CLOSE ATTENTION TO DETAIL. NOT LONG AGO THE
BROWN COUMTY DEIOCRAT REPRINTED STORIES HE WROTE IN

1940 ABOUT HIS TRIPS TO BROWI COUNTY, AND HE DIL'T MISS
A DETAIL OF LIFZ OVER THERE. I KNOW; I LIVE THERE NOW,
23

AllD HE TOLD IT LIKE I KNOW IT.

(FIRST NARRATOR)
HERE IF ONE OF THOSE BROWi! COUNTY ARTICLES, PYLE'S

DETAILED SIMPLICITY PERFECTLY CAPTURES THE SMALL TOWN

OF WASHVILLE,

(SECOND iXARRATOR)
"BROWN COUNTY WAS NOT THE SAI[E AS IT WAS WHEN THE

ARTISTS DISCOVERED IT. THE ARTISTS NO LONGER CONSIDERED

IT PICTURESQUE. THEY SAID IT WAS “SPOILED." THEY
WOULD HAVE GONE AWAY, EXCEPT THAT THEY SAID IT WAS
BETTER THAN ANYWHERE ELSE. FINE ROADS AND HOTELS HAD
IMPINGED UPON THE HILLS AKD VILIAGES. 1HE PATCH FARM:R
WHO LIVED UP THE HOLLER WAS NEARLY PUSHED OFF THE
SIDEWALX BY GAWLERS FRON THE CITY. THERE WAS LITTLE

23331 h Holsinger, interviewsd by Cretchen
Letterman (Indiana University, Bloomington, Indiana),
Feb, 18, 1974,
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MUSIC...FADE OUT

33. Slides Pyle with
Sourdoughs

34, Slide Alaska's first
lady barber

|

PRIVACY LEFT, AND YET THE DEEP FINE ATTRIBUTES OF THE
PEOPLE ENDURED. THE NATIVE OF BROWN COUNTY UAS
INNATELY COURTEOUS. HE WOULD DO ANYTHIJIG FOR YOU AND
liOT THINK OF PAY., HIS HONESTY {/AS ALMOST OLD FASHIONED.
FEM PEOPLE IN BROWN COUNTY LOCKED THEIR HOUSES, AND
WHEN THEY DID THEY HUNG THE KEY ON A NAIL OUTSIDRE THE
DOOR, THEY WORKED IN A WAY THAT WOULD PARALYZE AN
ASSENBLY LINE, YET THEIR WORK GOT DONE AND FRIENDS
TOLD i THERE WAS SOIETHIVG FUIDAMENTAL IN THE BROWN
COUNTY AIR THAT COMPELLED AN HONEST DAY'S WORK FOR Al
HQIEST DAY'S PAY. THE TYPICAL BROWN COUNTY MAN PLAYED
A GUITAR, AND SANG IN HARMOL'Y, AND LOVED TO SQUARE
DANCE, AND DIDS'T GET LOST IN THE WOODS, AND WENT TO
CHURCH ARD DRANK WHISKIY....SOMETIHES HE WAS PROSPEROUS
AriD SOIETIMES HE DIDU*T A+OUNT TO A DAMN - BUT IT
DIDN'T MATTER WHETHER HE LIVED 20 MILES UP TME CRICK

IN A CLAPBOARD CABIN OR WORKED IN THE GARAGE DOWNTOWN
AND WORE A DERBY HAT, STILL HIS CODE OF GAIETY AND OF
HONESTY AND HIS INJATE SENSE OF DIGNITY REMAINED THE

SALE, w2k

: (PIRST ARRATOR)

FRO:1 BROWN COUNTY TO ALASKA, CROSSING THE UNITED

kg,
2 Pyle, Home Qountry, p. 455
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EXCERPT FROH TAPED
INTERVIEW 3/14/74

35 Slide: Jack Howard snd
Pwle in old Mercedes,
taken 1927

STATES 35 TI'ES, ERWIZ PYLE WROTE ABOUT HYRIAD TOFICS,

FRG:. UMMAPPED PLACES IN THE COUNTRY, TO ONS~HANDED

CIGARCTTE ROLLERS, TQ GETTING STRANDED IN A PAIR OF

PAITS WITH A ZIPPER THAT WOULDu:'T UNZIP. JACK HOUARD,

WHO WORIED OF THE WASHTI:.GTON DAILY iEWS UITH PYLE,

RECALLS WHY ERMNIE'S AiERICANA COLUINS WERE SO POPULAR.

(JACK HOWARD)
ALL OF THOSE THI M ARZ 30 HU Al YOU :7.0W, TIINGS

t THAT HAVE HAPPENED TO EVERYBODY, AND THAT'S WHY I

THIWK HE WAS SO EFFECTIVE; PEOPLE READ HIS COLUMMS
AND THEY UERE PART O THi} SO MANY 'I‘II‘ES.25

(FIRST i/ARRATOR)
AS THE LEAN YEARS OF THi THIRTIES NEARED AN EWD,

AIERICA WAS KEEPING POSTED OFf THE STATUS OF THE WORLD

IN REGARD TO WAR. Iii 1939, UHILE IN SEATTLE, PYLE

' 25Jsck Howaxd, interview. "o . '

.
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3. Slides Pyle WROTE COF HIS CONCERI! OF THE WAR TO HIS B0SS, LEE

IILLER WHO JAS Oi THE WAY TO FRAIICE FOR A VACATIOH, "ALL
THE CRISES OVER THE COUPLE OF PAST YEARS WE'VE LEVER
PAID LUCH ATTENTION TOs BUT SO.ETHII'G GOT Ii US ABOUT
THIS OKE, AKD WE'VE FELT RICHT FRO:i THE FIRST DAY THAT
THIS OhE WAS GOING TO BE WAR=--NOT A WAR TO END WAR, BUT
A WAR TO END EVERYTHING.....IF WAR BREAKS OUT YOU

BETTER STAY OVER THERE, AND JERRY AND I WILL COME OVER
Al'D JOIN YOU, AFD WE'LL BECOIE FANOUS WAR CORRESPONDENTS
vevol WILL WRITE 'HOUEY STUFF' FRON WALES AllD DE!I*!D‘[&\RK."Z6
WORLD WAR II DID BEGIN AS PYLsZ PREDICTED, AND IN

37. Slides Pyle in Emgland | povormpn 1040 HE ARRIVED TN ENGLAND TAKING ON HIS FIRST

MUSIC. . .UP AND UNDER NILITARY ASSIGM.EiT.,WITH THE SAME HUHANISTIC CON-
(FROM STRAVINSKY'S RITE --f-=--- —)

OF. SPRING)

CEPTIOi. FOR DETAIL WHICH HE USED IN WRITING BACK HOME,

ERNIE CAPTURES BOTH THE iAJESTY AND TERROR OF THE

. | - —

Maller, Tae Story of Ermje Pyle, p. 117,

26
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38: Slide:

39. Slides

London on fire

London on fire

101DOI: BLITZ.
[ ]

(SECOND 1:ARRATOR)

"SOME DAY WHEN PBACE HAS RETURWED TO THIS OLD
HORLD I WANT TO COME TO LOn:DON AGAIN AND STAND ON A
CERTAIN BALCONY ON A OOILIT IGHT AlD LOOK DOWL UPON
THE PEACEFUL SILVER CURVE OF THE THANES WITH ITS DARK
BRIDGES, AID STAIDING TFERE, I VAT TO TEIL SONEBODY
WHO HAS NEVER SEEN IT HOU LOWDON LOOKED ON A CERTAIN
NIGHT IN THE HOLIDAY SEASON OF THE YEAR 1940,"

“FOR ON THAT NIGHT THIS OLD, OLD CITY WAS ~ EVEN
THOUGH I iUST BITE MY TONGUE Li SHAIE FOR SAYING IT -
TIE [0ST BEAUTIFUL SICHT I HAVE EVER SEEN..."

“INTO THE DARK SHADOWED SPACES BULOW US, WHILE WE
WATCHED, WHOLE BATCHES OF INCENDIARY BOMBS FELL. WE
SAV TWO DOZEN GO OFF IN TWO SECOUDS. THEY FLASHED
TERRIFICALLY, THEN QUICKLY SIMMZIRED DOWN TO PINPOINTS
OF DAZZLIIC WHITE, BURKING FEROCIOUSLY, THEN WHITE
PIN POINTS WOULD GO OUT ONE BY OiE, AS THE UNSEEN
HEROES OF THE 10iENT SiOTHERED THEH WITH SAND, BUT
ALSO, WHILE WE UATCHED, OTHER PIN POILTS WOULD BURN
ON, AlD SOON A YELLOY FLAI® WOULD LEAP UP FROM THE
WHITE CENTER, THEY HAD DOWE THEIR WORK ~ ANOTHER
BUILDIIC WAS ON FIRE..."

"..oTHE THING X SHALL ALWAYS RENEMBER ABOVE ALL
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THE OTHER THINGS IN .Y LIFE IS THE riOWSTROUS LOVELINESS
OF THAT OWE SINGLE VIEW OF LONDON ON A HOLIDAY NIGHT -

40.S1ides Coventry Cathed- | LONDON STABRED WITH GREAT FIRES, SHAKEN BY EXPLOSIONS,
ral after bombing

ITS DARK REGIOIIS ALONG THE THAIES SPARILINC WITH THS

41.S5lide: bomb being ex-

P! POIATS OF WHITIS-HOT BOMBS, ALL OF IT ROOFED OVER
tracted

NITY A CEILISG OF PINK THAT HELD BURSTINC SHELLS,

BALLOONS, FLARES AND THE GRIND OF VICIOUS ENGINES.

AND IN YOURSELF THE EXCITEMINT AiD ANTICIPATION AND

WONDER IN YOUR SOUL THAT THIS COULD BE HAPPENING AT
"TIESE THINGS ALL WEWT TOGETHER TO i'AKE THE MOST

| HATIFUL, {OST DEAUTIFUL SINGLE SCEME I MAVE EVER
MUSIC., . FATE OUT ! s
i (FIRST NARRATOR)

| THIS MAGNIFICENT PICTURIZATION OF THE WAR IN

* LONDON, RECORDS HOW DEEPLY ERNIE PYLE'S EMOTIONS WERE

~ TOUCHED BY THE SCENE. WITH THE SAME HUMANISTIC DETAIL

~ AdD APPRECIATION FOR IMAGERY EVIDENT IN HIS HOME COLUMNS,

HE TOOK ONE DAY IN A VAST VAR AND VIVIDLY RECREATED IT

2’5rmie Pyle, Emde Pyle in England (New York,
Robert if, MeBride and Co., 1941), pp. 30-33,
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2. Slide Pyle

FOR THE PEUPLE BACK AT HOiE. AND IT WAS WELL RECEIVED.
AFTER THE LONDON BLITZ, HE EAGERLY WROTE HIS WIFE ABOUT
THE PRAISE HIS BLITZ COLUMNS WERE GETTING, (COLUMNS

HE ORICINALLY HAD 10T BEEN CO:PLETELY SATISFIED WITH).
IN A LETTER DATED JANUARY 12, 1941, HE TOLD HER THAT
LEE MILLER CABLED, "CONGRATULATIONS MARVELOUS STUFF
GETTING TERRIFIC PLAY." THAT LETTER ALSO INCLUDED
PYLE'S JUBILATION AT A "FANTASTIC AND MARVELOUS
110-4ORD CABLE" FRO!i ROY HOWARD, THEN PRESIDENT OF
SCRIPPS~-HOWARD. A CABLE OF THAT LENGTH WAS A RARITY

IN ITSELF DURING WAR TIVE, Ai!D THE CONTEUTS MADE IT
EVEN HORE CHERISHED BY ERNIE. IT READ, "YOUR STUFF
MOT ONLY GRFATEST YOUR CARESR BUT MOST ILLUMINATING
HUMAN AND APPEALING DESCRIPTIVE MATTER PRINTED AMERICA
SINCE OUTBREAK BATTLE BRITAIN..,MEANTTIE SCRIPPS-HOWARD

IS, AiD BRITAIN SHOULD BE, PROUD JOB YQU'RE DOING.
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EXCERPT FROM TAPED
INTERVIEN 3/14/74

43. Slide: Jack Howard

o

YOUR DATLY PICTURIZATIONS BRITISH CHARACTER COURACE
THRILLING AERICA." ABOUT THIS PRAISE HE CONTINUED TO
JERRY, “IT GIVES ME STAGE FRIGHT SO BAD I'VE HARDLY
28

BEEN ABLE TO WRITE A LINE SINCE."

JACK HOWARD, SON OF ROY HOWARD, REMEMBERS ERNIE'S
SELF CONSCIOUSWESS ABOUT HIHMSELF AUD HIS WRITING.
(JACK HOWARD)

HE HAD A TRE:EHNDOUS EGO, BUT AT THE SAIE TIIE HE
UAS VERY SELF-EFACING, YOU IJI0M, BUT HE CERTAINLY HAD

29

A PRIDE IN HIS WORK. HE WAS A CRAFTSMAN.
(FIRST NARRATOR)

SINCE GOOD CRAFTSMAISHIP CAN BE MEASURED IN THE

EXDURANCE OFF THE WORK, PYLE'S WRITING CERTAINLY PROVES

ITS GREATNESS. ROY HOWARD SAID BRITAIN SHOULD BE

€ -

2Bperaonal letter from Erie Pyle to Jerry Pyle,
Jan, 12, 1941,

29Ja9k Howard, interview = . en
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PRCUD OF PYLE II' 1941, AND A REACTION BY OWE WHO
4, Sl4des Alr raid shelter LIVED THROUCH THE HOLOCAUST O TH: LITZ SHOUS TEAT
PYLE HAS ElNDURED., DORIS HORNE, A BRITISH SALESCLERK
IN AN INDIA:IAPOLIS FABRIC STORE REMINISCES, "“THE
WAR IN ENGLAND WAS AN ALL ENCOMPASSIIC WAR, NOT JUST
Si:AALL WARS Il ISOLATED SPOTS LIKE KOREA, AND THEN
VIET NAi{. IT WAS ALL OVER, BLESS HIS HEART, HE
30

WROTE ABOUT IT THAT VAY."

WHEN THE Ui:ITED STATES ENTERED WORLD VAR IT IN
1941, AMERICANS BECAIE Ui'ITED AS THEY HAD BEEN DURING

31

5o Slide: Pyle NO PREVIOUS WAR, PYLE FELT THIS, AND HIS SENSE OF
DUTY TO GIVE THE PROPLE® BACK HOME A CLEAR AND HUMAN

UNDERSTANDING OF WHAT THEIR OWN COUNTRY WAS DOING

; DBECAME STRONGER. ACCORDING TO HENRY STEELE COMMAGER,

3%oris Horne, interviewed by Gretchen Lettorman
(Maxy Lester Fabrics, Indianapolds, Indiama), dar. 1,°'74,

31
Henry 3teele Commager, The Meggm ifind (New
Haven, Yale University Press: 1950), p. 430,
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6. Slide: war ruins

"“7. Slide: Homesick soldliers

8. Slide: Brotherhood

Slide: Pyle with soldier
baking bread

50. Slide: Pyle with soldier
Joking around

9

"THE ACHIEVER&TS AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF WAR SEEMED TO
HAVE BROUGHT, ALONG WITH A SEiCE OF POWER, BEWILDERMENT
AND COSFUSION,"32 10 EVERY AUERICAN.

PYLE HELFED THE AMERICAM TO CO:E DOWN TO EARTH
AND REALIZE WHAT ACTUALLY WEHT INTO THE CONDUCT OF WAR
BY COVERING ITS SERIOUSNESS IH TERUS OF HOW BATTLEFIELDS
PRODUCE A BROTHERKOOD AsD HOW THCSE AT HONE SHOULD
HAVE O SHAME OR CONCER: ABOUT A DIVISION 'S ABILITY
BECAUSE OF A RETREAT, Ai'D INTERSPERSING IT WITH

LIGITER COLUM:S ABOUT TIIE "SOLDIER AS A BORN HOUSEMIFE,"

OR THE TYPE OF BEARDS IOV IN STYLE, JOHN STEHPEL

EMPHASIZES ERNIE'S POPULARITY WITI HIS AUDIENCE BACK

HOME AS HE TALXS ABOUT THE PARALLEL OF KIS DOMESTIC

COLUMNS TO THOSE OF THE VAR,

320011:%&9:?. Ihe American ifind, pp. 432-433.
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EXCERPT FROM TAPED (JOHN STEIPEL)
INTERVIEW 11/16/73
THE SECRET OF COURSZ, OF HIS VAR COLUMHS WAS THE
FACT THAT WHEN HE WAS DOING HIS DOHESTIC COLUMNS EEFORE
Lo Sudes Fyle at type- THE WAR, TRAVELING BACK AND FORTH ACROSS THE COUNTRY
AND VISITING WITH ALL KINDS OF PERSONS, WITH FARMERS IN
THE FIELDS, WITH FILLING STATION ATTENDANTS, WITH
PERSOMS IN STORES, WITH DESK CLERKS AT HOTELS - WHEN
HE GOT TO NORTH AFRICA IE DISCOVERED THAT THE ARMY WAS
SIi'PLY THESE INDIVIDUALS T:AT HE HAD REEN VISITING
2. Slide: Pyle with soldiey | WITH FOR YEARS, AND SO HE Ui/DDRSTOOD THE. -
(FIRST NARRATOR)
IN THE COURSE OF HIS WAR REPORTING, ERNIE MADE

VARIOUS TRIPS BACK TO THE UNITED STATES FOR PERIODS OF

3. Slides Ernie and Jerry REST. EACH TIME HE WAS TEMPTED TO FORGET THE WAR AND

before Pyle 1leaves on a

trip RE:AIN HOMS II HOPES OF REMEDYING THE PSYCHOLOGICAL

33J°hn Stempel, ;ntem‘ew: toe ’ Toakd omy A

cr g .




BEST COPY AVAILABIE

AUDTO-VISUAL-MISCG. SCRIPT (PAGE 29)

PROBLEMS HIS WIFE, JERRY VAS HAVING, BUT HE ALWAYS
FOLLOWED A b‘EI\lSE OF DUTY TO HIS WRITING, NOW IN
AFRICA, HE WAS NOT ONWLY WITWESSING BATTLE OF THE
INFANTRY Oi THE WAR FRONT, BUT WAS ALSO EXPERIENCING
§t. Slidet Pyle ~ worn TURMOIL OF HIS OWN. HE AWD HIS WIFE HAD BEEN DIVORCED
IN A FINAL EFFORT TO SHOCK JERRY OUT OF A MELANCHOLY
PRODUCED BY A GOMBINATION OF CONFUSION, ALCOHOL, ILLNESS,
| AKD DRUGS, YET STILL HE PLODDED ON. IN ONE LETTER TO
. HER HE REVEALED THAT THE WAR WAS “NO LONGER EXCITING OR
ROMANTIC TO ME, BUT JUST HORRIBLE. u 34

AFTER A RENMARRIAGE BY PROXY,35 ERNIE LIFTED HIS
f
! SPIRITS AND WROTZ JERRY OF HIS DETERMINED SENSE OF

OBLIGATION TO THE WAR. "I'M CONVINCED THAT ESPECIALLY

I¥ THESE TIHES NOBODY CAN STEP ASIDE AND JUST LET THE
i

’ Hpersonal letter from iirnie Pyle to Jerry Pyle,
Jan. 7, 1943,(from collection at Indiana University).

35Persona.1 letter from Ernie Pyls to Jerry Pyle,
I;ar L] 12' 1%30




BEST COPY AVRILABLE
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WORLD PASS BY WITHOUT ACHIEVING A FEELING OF UTTER
35. Slide: Ruins at Anzio DEFEAT FOR HINSELF. I TOO HATE AND DETEST THE WAR AND
THE TRAGEDY AND INSANITY OF IT, BUT I KNOW I CAN'T

56. Slidet Pyle in trench ESCAPE A'D I TRULY BELIEVE THE ONLY THING LEFT TO DO

IS TO BE IV IT T0 THE HILT."36

MUSIC...UP AND UNDER ~—{—— AN EXCELLENT EXAIPLE OF ERNIE PYLE'S HUMANISTIC
(FROM EEETHOVEN'S

EROMETHEUS)
CONCER({ FOR EVGRYTHING AND EVERYONE INVOLVED IN WAR WAS

THE FRIENDSHIP HE EXTENDED TO FELLOW WAR CORRESPONDENT
GRAHAIi HOVEY, 1iOW A ITM.BER OF THE NEW YORK TIMES
EDITORIAL BOARD. FPYLE WROTE:

(SECOND NARRATOR)

"I LIKED PRACTICALLY ALL THE CORRESPONDENTS, BUT
ONE OF MY FAVORITES WAS GRAHA! HOVEY OF INTERNATIONAL
NEWS SERVICE. I LIKED HIi¥ BECAUSE HE WAS QUIET AND
UNDEHANDING, AND BECAUSE HE WAS SENSITIVE TO THE
BEAUTIES AS WELL AS THE HORRORS OF WAR."

HOVEY HAD AN UKUSUAL BAPTISI, HE HAD BEEN IN THE

36Persona1 lettexr from Emie Pyle to Jexry Pyle,
H&.‘. 13' 1%30




BEST COPY AVAILABLE

AUDIO-VISUAL-MISC,

SCRIPT (PAGE3l)

MUSIC...FADE OUT

EXCERPT FROM TAPED
INTERVIEV 4&/15/75

57.Slide: Graham Hovey

58. S11des Pyle "sitting
around

HEADQUARTERS OFFICE FOR SO:# TIME, PESTERING HIS BOSS
TC GET TO THE FRONT., FINALLY HE WENT, AND ON THE FIRST
DAY ALMOST GOT KILLED,“

"“THE VERY FIRST BOMB HE EVER SAW FALL, THE VERY
FIRST ONE HE EVER HEARD EXPLODE, WAS A 500-POUNDER THAT
HIT WITHIN FIFTY FEET OF HIM AND KILLED THREE MEN. HE
AND BOOTS NORGAARD OF THE ASSOCIATED PRESS, A VETERAN
AT SUCH THINGS,ESCAPED ONLY BY THE FREAKISH LUCK OF
FINDING A READY-ADE SLIT TRENCH JUST WHERE THEY sromv;
HOVEY WAS SHAKEN BY THE EXPERIENCE, YET AFTER A FEW
VEELS HE FELT THAT SAME FASCIFATION FOR THE FRONT THAT
T DID. w7
(PIRST NARRATOR)

GRAHAM HOVEY HINMSELF RE/EI(BERS THAT AS HIS FIRST

ENCOUNTER WITH ERNIE PYLE,
(GRAHAM HOVEY)

THIS LITTLE MAN WAS SITTING AROUND, I DIDN'T KNOW
WHO HE WAS, BUT HE WAS OBVIOUSLY INTERESTED IN OUR STORY,

AMD INTERESTED IW THE FACT THAT THIS HAD BEEN Y VERY

37Ernie Pyle, Here Is Your Hax, pp. 220-221.

*
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FIRST DAY AT THE WAR, AND THE FIRST ENE!NY BOMB I HEARD

COtE DOWil. »

(FIRST NARRATOR)
HOVEY RECOLLECTS THAT ERNIE HAD LENT HIS JEEP TO

9. Sl4det Pyle and Jeop HIti AND BOOTS NORGAARD, ANOTHER CORRESPONIDENT, SO THEY
COULD TURN IN THE STORY OF THEIR FRIGHTENING EXPERIENCE.
 EXCERPT FROM TAPED (GRAIAN HOVEY)

INTERVIEW 3/15/74

AND I THINK IT WAS TYPICAL OF ERNIE THAT HE WAS

GOING TO WRITE ABOUT THIS SAME EPISODE LATER HINSEIF IN
A WAY THAT GOT BOTH NORGAARD AND ME MORE FAME THAN WHAT
VE HROTE THAT NIGHT BY CANDLELICGHT AT TIRESSA AND YET
HE APPRECIATED HOW BADLY WE WANTED TO GET THIS STORY
OUT OF THIS FIRST DAY OF THE éE&'tl‘lAN ATTACK. 9

(FIRST NARRATOR)

MUSIC...UP AND UNDER —+——> ERNIE PYLE HAD AN UNDERSTAWDING, THEN, NOT ONLY
(FROM STRAVINSKY'S RITE

OF SPRING)

385 rahan Hovey, interviewsd by Gretchen Letterman
(New York Times Building, Wew York), Mar. 15, 1974,

o 3% rahan Hovey interview.




BEST COPY AVAILABLE

AUDIO-VISUAL-IISC.
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0, Slidet Correspondents

>1, S1lidet Digging ditches

2. Slides Pyle eating with
scldiers

33, Slides war shot

FOR THE SOLDIERS, BUT FOR THE CORRESPONDENTS. IN THIS
PASSAGE FROM BRAVE MEN HE TAKES TIME OUT FROM TELLING
THE SOLDIERS' STORY TO GIVE THE CORRESPONDENTS® SIMILAR
VERSION,

(SECOKND NARRATOR)

"WITH THEM AND WITH US CORRESPONDENTS, IT'S THE
CEASELESSNESS, THE ENDLESSNESS OF EVERYTHING THAT
FINALLY WORLS ITS WAY THROUGH U3 Ai'D GRADUALLY STARTS
TO DEVOUR US."

"IT'S THE PERPETUAL, CHOKING DUST, THE JiUSCLE-RAKING
HARD GROUND, THE SNATCHED FOOD SITTING ILL ON THE
STOMACH, THE HEAT AND THE FLIES AND DIRTY FEET AdD THE
CONSTANT ROAR OF ENCINES AND THE PERPETUAL MOVING AND
THE NEVER SETTLING DOWN AND THE GO, GO, GO, NIGRT AND

DA:!', AiD ON THROUGH THE NIGHT AGAIN., EVENTUALLY IT

ALL WORKS ITSELF INTO AN EIfOTIONAL TAPESTRY OF ONE DULL,,
DEAD PATTERN~YESTERDAY IS TOMORROW AND TROINA IS
RANDAZZO AND WHEN WILL WE EVER STOP AND, 50D, I'H SO
TIRED."

“I AN NOT WRITLIG THIS TO MAKE HEROES OF THE
CORRESPONDENTS, BECAUSE ONLY A FEW LOOK UPON THEMSELVES
IN ANY DRAMATIC LIGHT WHATEVER. I AM WRITING IT MERELY
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MUSIC...FADE OUT

., Slide: Ernie at type-
writer

EXCERPT FROM TAPED
INTERVIEW 2/13/74

65.811des Pyle with Hod~
enfield

TO LET YOU XIOW THAT CORRESPONDENTS, TOO, CAN GET SICK

OF WAR ~ AND DEADLY "l".lIREI)."“’o

(FIRST NARRATOR)
ERNIE RELATED TO THE OTHER CORRESPONDENTS IN MORE

WAYS THAL ON PAPER. G. K. HODEFIELD, A COMBAT
CORRESPONDENT FOR THE MILITARY PAFER STARS AUD STRIPES,
REMEi:BERS SHARING THE SAiE CORRESPO;DENTS'TENT WITH
ERNIE AND LEARIINC UNSPOXEN LESSOIS AS HE WATCHED HIM,
(¢. K. HODENFIELD)

AND ANOTHER THING, I THIJK ERNIE PROBAELY HAD,
WITHOUT E\'ER GIVING E ANY KIND OF LZSSOH OR SUGGESTING
A DIFFERENT APPROACH ON A STORY, I THINK ERNIE HAD MORE
INPACT, INFLUENCE, WHATEVER UORD YOU WANT, ON ME AS A
WRITER ALD AS A WEWSPAPER MAN THAN AWYBODY I HAVE EVER

1ET, ANYBODY I HAD CLASSES UNDER, ANYBODY I‘'D EVER

“Oprnie Pyle, Emvg Men (New York, Grosset and
Dunhp' IM). Pp. 85" ¢
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56. Slide: books bty Pyle

EXCERPT FROM TAPED
INTERVIEN 2/18/74

7. Slide: Pyle at war

4l
STUDIED, WITHOUT EVER TRYIWG TO.

(FIRST NARRATOR)
ANY EXCERPT FRO: ONE OF KIS BOOKS OR COLUMAS GIVES

CLEAR REASON WHY ERNIE AND HIS STYLE OF WRITING
APFEALED TO THE PEOPLE, BUT STRONCER PROOF LIES NOT
ONLY I THE liASS AUDIENCE HE WROTE FOR BUT ALSO IN THE
PEOPLE i[E WROTE ABOUT IN THE WAR, THE G.I.'S PROFESSOR
RALPH HOLSINGER, AN ENLISTED MAN Ii WORLD WAR II,
RE-ENEERS ERNIE PYLE FROM A SOLDIER'S POINT OF VIEW.
(RALPH HOLSINGER)

AND I THINK I CAN SPEAK FOR OTHER SOLDIERS, LIKE
IE, YE FELT THAT ERNID PYLE CAME CLOSER TO TELLING
PEOPLE BACK HOME WHAT THE WAR WAS LIKE, ESPECIALLY WHAT
IT WAS LIKE TO US ORDINARY SOLDIERS THAN ANYONE ELSE

WE READ. EVEN THOUGH WE VERE THERE, WE READ HIM, AND

41
G. K. Hoddenfield, interviewed by Gretchen

Letterman, (Indiana University, Bloomington, Indiana),
Feb, 13, 1974
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8. Slide: Pyle at war

59. S1ides Pyle at war

‘0. Slides Pyle at ceremony

with John Adams, John
Hastings (IU)

I DON'T EVER REFEHMBER READING HIM AS YOU WOULD READ
SOvE OF THE: AND SAYINKG, "THAT'S A CROCK OF CRAP, HE
DOESN'T KNOV WHAT HE'S TALKING ABOUT.” BUT PYLE KNEW.
42

HE WAS THERE.

(FIRST NARRATOR)
THE VAR UAGED ON, AND SO DID PYLE, FOLLOWING

COMBAT Il AFRICA, SICILY, AND ITALY. HE RECEIVED MANY
AVARDS FOR HIS DEDICATION AND BRAVERY AS A WAR
CORRESPONDENT, AMOMG THE: A PULITZER PRIZE, A PURPLE
HEART, AND TWO DOCTOR OF HUMANE IETTERS DEGREES, FROM
THE UNIVERSITY OF NEW HEXICO Al:D HIS ALiIA MATER,

43

INDIANA UNIVERSITY. “~ HERMAMN WELLS, THEN PRESIDENT OF

INDIAIA UNIVERSITY, AND NOW CHANCELLOR, REVEMBERS

Kad

ERNIE'S NODESTY~~AND FRIGHT~--BEFORE THE CEREMONY AT

42pa1ph Holsinger, interview.

"3outm:y. Publishers' leekly (Apr. 21, 19%5)
P 1665.
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THE PROSPECT OF (AKING A SPUECH.

EXCERPT FROM TAPED (HER( AN WELLS)
INTERVIEY 3/22/74
11, Slide: Herman Wells THOSE 4000 PEOPLE OUT THERE ARE ALL THERE JUST TO

SEE YOU AND IT WOULD BE A VERY GREAT THRILL TO THEM IF
THEY COULD JUST HEAR YOUR VOICE. COULD YOU SAY JUST
2. Slide: Bashful Pyle at A FEY YORDS? ...HIS ADAii'S APPLE VENT UP AiD DOWN

the ceremony
THREE OR FOUR /ORE TIiXES ARD HE FINALLY SAID, Ik

NMEARLY A STAGE WIIXSPER, “THANK YOU. whs

(FIRST NARRATOR)

'3+ Slides Pyle with dog AFTER SFENDING A TOTAL OF 29 MONTHS Oi THE FRONT,
74.814des  talkinz with DIGGING TRENCHES, EATING COLD C-RATIONS AND WRITING
soldiers

700,000 WORDS ABOUT THE WARY> ERNIE PYLE WAS BECOMING
WORN AiD TIRED OF WAR. YET HIS DESIRE 70 GET THE FEEL
75.S1ides On Navy ship OF THE PACIFIC WAR LURED HIM TO ANOTHER SIIE OF THE

WORLD THAT HE HAD KEVER COVERED BEFORE. TO PYLE, THE

Mﬂem B, Wells interviewed by Gretchen Letterman
(Indiana University, Bloomington, Indiana) Mar, 22, 197%.

“Snomthy Elder, intexview.
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AUDIO-VISUAL~-MISC.

SCRIPT (PAGE 138)

6. siidet Pyle

7. Slides Pyle

8. Slides Pyle with Paige
Cavanaugh

7. Slidet Concern for his
fate

WAR IM THE PACIFIC WAS A DEEPER, MORE COi{PLICATED WAR,
AilD THE INCREASED STRESS CLEARLY AFFECTED HIM, TO HIS
VIFE HE WROTE, "ONCE IN A UMILE I'LL GET A LOV SPELL
WHEN THE WAR AND ITS DETAILS OF DEATH AND MISERY GET

TOO REAL Iii i¥Y MNIND. 6

FROM GUAM HE WROTE TO HIS
CLOSE FRIEND SINCE COLLEGE DAYS, PAIGE CAVANAUGH,
“I'M STILL NOT BACK TO WAR AS I SHOULD BE, AND I'M
STILL VERY CONFUSED ABOUT EVERYTHING, I'I JUST NOW
COMING OUT OF THE LOWEST SPELLS I'VE EVER HAD, DIDN'T
IYRITE A LINE FOR ABOUT FIVE DAYS--JUST LAY ON MY COT
AND LET hY YHMAGINATION RUL WILD ABOUT MY OWN PRUBABLE
PERSONAL FATE IN THIS WAR, WHICH I CAN'T QUITE FACE,

AiD GOT LOUER ALD LOWER. AND THE WAY I LOOK AT THINGS

NOW, I WOULDN'T GIVE YOU TWO CEKTS FOR THE LIKELIHOOD

%Personal letter from Ernie Pyle to Jerry Pyle,
liar, 11, 1945,
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AUDIO-VISUAL~-MISC. SCRIPT (PAGE 139)

OF IE BEING ALIVE A YEAR FRO: NOW. AND I'l NOT JoxIng.%7?

NUSIC...UP AND UNDER - -—t— IN HIS LAST LETTER 7O HIS VIFE, ERNIE SAID, "YOU
(FROM DVORAK'S HEW WORLD

)
SYNPHONY CAli’T KNOW THE RELIEF I FELT, FOR AS YOU KNUW T HAD

DREAD THIS ONE TERRIBLY. HNOW IT IS BEHIND ME, AND I

80,81ide: Last picture to | WILL NEVER iANE ANOTHER IANDING."“s ERNIE'S EERY

be taken of Pyle,
SENSE OF PRELONITION GAVE WAY TO REALITY FOR ON APRIL 18,

1945, HE }ET HIS DEATH IN A JAPANESE ' ACHINE GUN AMBUSH
81,51ide: Front page of WHILE COVERING THE INVASION OF IE SHIMA.“Q
Washington Daily News
ERNIE PYIE LOST HIS LIFE RECORDING THE WAR FOR THE
32.514des Rough sign erected
by soldiers PEOFLE 3ACK HOME., IN ONE RECOLLECTION OF ERNIE PYLE,
JOHY STEMNPEL SPEAKS OF PYLE'S JOURNALISTIC CONTRIBUTION

>3.514d0s Replaced sign AS A WAR CORRESPONDENT.

“7Persona1 letter fron Ernie Pyle to Paige

Cavanaugh, Haxr, W4, 1945, (from collection at Indiana
University).

“sPersoml letter frox Ernie Pyls to Jerry Pyle,
Ap:h 8, 1%5-

“ovituary, Now York Tises (Apr. 19, 19s).
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AUDIO-VISUAL-MISC., . SCRIPT (PAGE 40)
EXCERPT FROi! TAPED (JOHN STEMPEL)
INTERVIEW 11/16/73
4. Slides Pyle and soldiers HE PROBABLY GAVE THE AVERAGE AMERICAN A FAR BETTER

IDEA OF THE WAR THAN ANYBODY ELSE DID BRECAUSE HE TOLD
. 5

IT AGAIN IN TERNS OF PEOPLE,

(FIRST HARRATOR)

35. Slides =urrounded by ERNIE WROTE IN TERMS OF PROPLE, NOT ONLY IN HIS

soldiers

36. Slides relaxing on cot WAR CORRESPOI:DENCE, BUT IN HIS EVERY SENTENCE. HE WAS

LOVED BY BVERYOHUE HE TOUCHED: HIS FRIENDS, HIS
37. Slide: listening to

accordian music COLLEAGUES, THE SOLDIERS HE LIVED WITH, AND THE PEOPLE

18,
Slider with kids in Guak | .o UROTE FOR. ON THE HONUYENT ERECTED AT KIS DEATH

}9. Slides Unveiling of SITE, THE INSCRIPTION READS THAT THERE THE 77TH
monusant

INFANTRY DIVISIOh “LOST A BUDDY.* HERE IS OUR ERNIE
PYLE:s HOT JUST A BUDDY TO HIS COMRADES, BUT A FRIEND

20,
70.Sl4des  Pyle WHO CAVE A HUNAN INSIGHT OF HIS EXPERIENCES THAT WILL

31.Slides Pyle PERFETUATE TO ALL MANKIND.
iggsxc...x«*m our

5°Jom Stempel, interview.
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ERSOMAL  INTRRVIEWS CONDUGTED BY THE AUTHOR

Elder, Mrs. James P,, interviewad by Gretchen Letterman, Dana, Indians,
Feb. 2, 1974, Her husband's family owned the land that Pyle's parents
sharecropped. She now owns Pyle's birthplace, and has collections of

his writings, Plctures, and books, plus many personal notes and lotters
from Pyle's Aunt Mary Bales. She is keading the American Legion fund-
raising drive to h re the btirthplace rejuvenated as a state Ruseum. Inter-
view was taped.

Evans, William A., interviewed by Cretchen Letterman, 9535 Broadway,
Indianapolis, Indiana, hiar, 2, 1974, He was a colleague of Ernie at I.U.
on the Indiana Dally Siudent. Interview was taped,

Hodenfield, G.K. » interviewed by Gretchen Letterman, Indians University,
Bloomington, Indiana, Feb. 13, 1974. He was a combat correspondent for

the Stars and Stripes, and knew Ernie personally in North Africa and Europe,
He 1s now Pubications Editor of the News Bureau at I.U. Interview was taped.

Holsinger, Ralph, interviewed by Gretchen Letterman, Indiana University,
Bloomington, Indiana, Febd. 18, 1974, He was an enlisted man in the war
when Pyle was there--was able to glve a soldier’s point of view of the
impact Pyle had on the G.I.'s. He is now a Professor of Journalism at I.U,
Interview was taped.,

Hovey, Craham, interviewed by Gretchen Letterman, New York Iimes Building,
New Yoxrk, March 1 5, 19?4, He was a war correspondent for the International
News Service during World War II. He knew Exnie Pyle personally, having
many recollections about Pyle as a humanist and Journalist, He is now

a member of the Times editorial board. Interview was taped.

Howard, Jack, interviewed by Gretchen Letterman, Pan American Building,
New York, Mar. 14, 1974, He worked on the Washington Daily News at the
same time Pyle did. Remenmbering personal incidents, he was close to Pyle.
Mr. Howard is now President of Seripps-Howard Newspapers. Interview was

taped.,

Meyer, Matt, interviewed by Gretchen Lettorman, Pan American Building,
New York, Mar., 14, 1974, He was advertising director for the Washington
Daily News while Ernie Pyle was there., Nr, Meyer is now president of
the Scripps-Howard Foundation., Intexrview was taped.

Von Tress, Edward, interviewed by Gretcflen Lettrman, Indiana University,
Bloomington, Indiapa, Feb. 12, 1974, Involved in the funding of journale
ism scholarships, he was instrumental in getting personal lotters from
Pyle to his wife and to Paige Cavanaugh, which are now temporarily housed
in ILilly Library on the IU campus. He was former executive vice president
of Cuxtis Publishing Company,

Wells, Herman B., interviewed by Gretchen Letterman, Indtana University,
Bloomington, Indiana, Mar. 22, 1974, He was colleague of Ernie Fyle at
IU, and also president of IU when Pyle received his honorary degree.

He 1s now chancellor at IU, Interview was taped,
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INTERVIEWS (CONT.) BEST COPY AVAILABLE

Horne, Doris, interviewed by Cretchen Letterman, Mary Lester Falrics,
Indianapolis, Indiana, Mar..i, 1974, Fondly recalling her days in Britain
during the war, she remembers the impact Pyle had on the peopls.

PERSONAL LETTERS WRITTEN/RECEIVED

Cavanaugh, Paige, to the author, Feb, 25, 1974, He was close friend to
Pyle from college, and throughout the rest of Pyle's life.

‘Ferree, Mark, to the author, lMar. 28, 1974, He was former tusiness
nanager at Scripps-Howard at time Pyle worked therxe.

Lowensohn, Naoma, to the author, Feb. 20, 1974, She is a trustse.for:
Seripps-Howard, ‘and- compiled a thorough Iist of hames to contact from there.

Norgaard, ioland, to the author, 7Apr. 8, 1974, He was a war correspondent
and knew Pyle personally, Pyle wrote about him in his columns,

Letterman, Gretchen, to Helen Palmer, Har. 19, 1974, She was acting
secretary for Hal Boyle of the Associated Press, and I wrote for the
text of a speech made by ¥r. Boyle honoring Pyle.

ORIGINAL DOCUMENTS

Personal letters to his wife, Jerry, and to his close friend Paige
Cavanaugh, dated 1930-1945, are temporarily catalogued in Lilly Litrary
at Indiana University, Alsc in the collection are Pyle's original wires,
columns, and dispatches. These items,.along with -other Fyle memorahbilia
will be displayed in Ernie Pyle Hall on the IU campus, when remodeling
¥ that building is completed.

NEUSPAPERS AND LAGAZINE ARTICLES

No page numbers are listed because all articles came from clipping files
in IU journalism lipraxy.

Blann, Bob, “One Guy Came to Cover the Story--His Last,” Ihe Indlana
Daily Student, April 18, 1959,

Cady, Richard E,., and Gallien, John F., "rove Started to Preserve Home
Where Pyle was Born," The Indjapapolis Star, July 13, 1973.

Collier, Joe, “Hoosier Vagabond,"” The Indianapolis Times, July 24, 1540.

Eller, Herb, "Ernie Has Visited Bloomington Once, and That Vas Because
He Had To Go Through Here on Detour,” Ihe Bloomington World, August 2, 1940,

Guthris, Wayne, "Pyle Had Fears About His Death,” The Indianspolis News, -
February 28, 1974, '

Cuthrie, Wayne, Pyle Hated War from Early Age," Ihe Indjanapolis News,
Maxch 199 19?4;
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NEMSPAFERS AND NAGAZINE ARTICLES (CONT.)

Guthrie, llayne, “Pyle Was Artist Turmed Journalist," The Indianapolls
News, February 21, 1974,

“Ernie Fyle," Life iagagine, November 15, 1943,

"Ernle Pyle's War," Time Magagine, July 17, 1944,

"Ernie’s Sprry--We're Sorry," The Indjana Dally Student, September 22,1943,
"Hoosler is Shot Near Okinawa,” The Indiapapolis News, April 18,1945,

“Pyle on Way over Pacific; Will Cover Navy for Star,” The Psoria Moming
Star, January 31, 1945.

“Pyle's Birthplace is in shambles," The Indianapolis hews, August 5, 1973,
Obituary, koW York Times, april 19, 1945
Obituary, Fublisher's Weekly, April 21, 1945,

Sommers, lartin, "The Way to Cet War News," The Seturday Eveninz Post,
Faxrch 25, 1944,

"Stahl Remembers Pyle As 'A Very Quiet Youtp*," The Terre Haute Tribune
March ik, 1974, ’ '

Stempel, John E., "Ernie Pyle,“ The Quill, May-June, 19%5.
Suess, Laura, "Pyle, G.I. Journalist,” The Indiana Dally Student
September &4, 1944, ' : '

ROOKS BY ERNIE PYLE
Pyls, Ernie, Brave jien, Wew York, Grosset and Dunlap, 1944,

_9.’,&___. Exnle Pyle In Encland, ilew York, Robert ii.McSride and Co.,
1941, :

e EXnle Pyle's Southwest, ed. by Ed Ainsworth, Paln Desert,
California, Desert-Southwest, Inc., 1965,

+ Hexe Is Your Nar, New York, denry Holt & Co., 1943,
e c0me Countyy, New York, William Sloane Associates, Ine., 1947.
» The Last C' . ., iiew York, Henry Holt * Co., 1946,

BIOGRAPHY
Surrent Blosxaphy, New York, The H. W. Wilson Co., 1941, pp. 687-689,.

Miller, 9"Izo G.y An Ernie Pyle Aldum, liew York, .William Sloane Associates,
Inc., 1 .
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idller, Lee G., The Story of Exnie Pyle, llew York, The Viking Press,
1950, Boht Miller books very personal, complete biography, Album
mostly pictures.

ERA HISTORY

Commager, Henry Steele, The American lind, New Haven, Yale University
Press, 1950, pp. 406-443,

Hartshorne, Thomas, The Distorted Image, The Press of Case Western
Reserve University, Cleveland, 1968,

Indjans University Arbutus, ed. by the Senior Class, Indiana University,
Bloomington, Indiana, 1923, lot only gives little sidelights about Pyle,
but also sives a picture of what 1ife’ was like at that time. e

Sulgberges, C.L., The Amexican Heritaze Picture History Of World War I,
New York, American leritage Publishing Co., Inc., 1966. Good souxce

for war historys includes excerpts from Pyle's books and his feelings
of the war,.

This Fabulous Century, 1920-1930, 1930-1940, Wew York, Time-Life Books,
1970, Pictorial history of the way life was when Pyle was writ ing.

OTHER BOOKS

The People's Choice, Ernie Pyle, Chicago, Illinois, Sears People‘'s Book
Club, 1%45. Includes excerpts of Hexe Is Your War.as feature of the
month, with personality sketches and tributes to Pyle and hls wife Jerry. .

Wilson, Helen, Emnie Pyle, Joy From Back Homa, Indianapolis, The Bobbs-
Merrill Co., Inn., 1955, Warm, personal children’s story.

SLIDES

Slides were made from a collection of pictures at Indiana University,
An Ernje Pyle Album, The American Heritage Picture History of World
Napr II. Other slides are original, taken by the author at intexviews,
and around campuse,



