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This brief pamphlet veports on a study of teenage

delinguency outside cities. Por seven years, the author followed the

careers of all boys who were sophorores in 1964 in 14 high Schools in
one of Oregon’®s nonmetropolitan counties to see what patterns of

del inquency develgped in the group. By correlating his findings with

those of a slight

y later study of deviance among Philadelphia high

school. boys, he has conclusively shown that there are remarkable
sisilarities betweon delinguency in town and cities. Patterns of
delingquency included the finding that more than half (56 percent) of
the juvenile deliquents continued to commit offenses after leaving
high school. A predicter of adult crisinal behavier was the tiesing of
juvenile delinguencies, vwith 73 percent of those boys who comaitted
offenses both before and aftet the first sceester of their sophosore
year going on to coamit offensed as young adults. The report

. -describes who, among the high school students, became an offender,
and when, as well as those characteristics of delinquency within the
group. {Author/PC)
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CENTER FOR STUDIES OF CRIME AND DELIRQUENCY

The Center for Studues of Cnme ‘and
Delinquency of the. National Institute
of Mental Health is interested in mak-
ing available information gained _from
its. research programs. ‘

‘Research Report 5 is the fifth in a
series of fliers designed to disseminate
information to researchers, program ad-
ministrators, and others who are in-

. volved in. the fields of crime and delin-

quency and mental health.

The Reports provide brief descrip-
tions of research projects supported
by the Center and include the names
and addresses of the researchers to
help expedite the flow of information
between researchers and research-
users.
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In thé da‘ﬁs’ when the United States was prirarily a country of
farms any small towns, it was generally believed that teenage de-
tinquency \was almost entirely confined to cities. Even today many

people tF teenage boys who live outside metropolitan areas
get into ily less trouble than their city cousins, and that
- when the, ¢ scrapes are xsually minor.

Perhaps sirprisingly, studies made in recent years have shown
'that there is no hasis for this common assumptton—nonmetrcpoh

tan youths have just about as many run-ins with the law as metro
politan youths, and the causes of these controntations are often of
roughly equal seriousness in both towns and cities,

Dr. Kenneth Polk of the Uriversity of Oregon is vne of thein

_vestngalors who laave studied teenage delinquency outside citigs.
For 7 years, together with several coneagues he has followed the

careers of all boys who were sophcmores in 1964 in 14 high schools
in one of his State’'s nonmetropohtan counties to see what patterns
of delinquency developed 1n the group. By correlating his findings
with those of a slightly later stidy of deviance among Philadelphia
high school boys. he has conclusively shown that there are remark-
able similarities between teenage delinquency in towns and cities.

For purposes of analysis. the Oregon investigators have divided
thewr group of 1964 sophomores nto three age periods. The first
was 15 to 18 years, when the boys were still tn high school and
legally classified as juvemiles, and the last two were 18 to 20 years
and 21 to 23 years. the periods atter they had left high school and
during which they were subject to the justice of adult courts if they
committed any crimes. Comparisons between the Oregon and Phila-
delphia youths could be made only to age '18. since Dr Marvin E.
Woltgang and tis tellow researchers in the Eastern city had not yet
described the iater careers of the youths they were studying vehen
their Oregon colleagues drew up their findings.

wendls Debinquency
The most startiing discovery a0 the Oregon study was the un

suspected amount of dehinquency among the fuh school bhoys when
they were 1610 18 years ofd
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“Fully one in four.had an official record with the county juvenile
department,” Dr. Polk reports. ““This statistic, 'cven with minor
traffic offenses excluded, is stili consideratly Iargér than one might
have expucted for rural and small city populations, and not much

less than 35 percent reported for the Philadelphia coZort in which

traflic offenses were .nciuded.” The- similarity was even greater .
when the nonwhite segment of the Philadelphia teanagers wds ex- ~ '

cluded to match the racial characteristics of the two groups more

- closely: 25 percent of the Qrégomians and 29 percent of the Phila.

delphians had someé. recort] of delinquency. Most of the delinguents

. In boti areas commutted their firsi"offense at age 16.

Dr. Polk aad his coworkars were equally astonished by thé amount
ot recidivism, or repeate delinguencies, they found among the 16-
to 18.yearolds they studied, Almost half of the Oregon teenage

offenders (45 percent) and only slightly more than half of those in

Philadelphia (54 percent) had commutted offenses that entangled
them with the law more than once.

When attention was focused on teenage recidivists who might be
detined as chromc ‘delinquents in that they. had been referred to
law enforcement agencies on five or more occasions. the ditferences

" between the Oregon and Phidadelpnia groups were somewnat greater.
Only 11 percent of the Oregorians were chroric offenders. though

they accounted for ong thurd of the nfficial contacts: in Phijadelphia.
i contast, 18 percent of thy boys were chronic delinquents and

- represented over half of the /g:oup's confrontations with the law

How senious were the offeases the Oregon delinquents committed?
The answer. f a sernrus offense is definod as a felony and not a
misdemeanor  <erous enough Fiity six percent of the offenders
viere charged with commutting one or more felonies before thor
18th hirthday  Berausa of defishion: differences in the wo studies,
na compansons of dehinquency sericusness could be made between
the Oregon and Phidadetphiy teenage prouns

Toe final tnibine of interest (s 10 the 16 to 18 year olds whom
Dr Polk ang his gssotates stidied was that only 4 percont of the
RIDUE were ansttuticnaized as 3 resalt of their oftenses (72 por
cent of the afterues charped to the sroun dad not result in juvernle
conrt appaagtaes whach was quite amidar to 65 percent in Phily
delphiaY Bet every one eof the 1L Orezen youths who were in
SEratennabong want mren coec a2 Lo ane senings it otiense

stter g reden e
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e - ---The-nontratfic ‘offense rate among the 1964 Oregon sophomores
~ wncreased slightly during the 5 years after they leRt high school. As
- oppesed to the &5 percent of the group who were at one time or
another regarded as delinquenty while in high school, 28 percent
.pbmmitted one or more offerises between ages 18 and 23. Similar.
ly. “almost half of the 18-year-plus offenders (47 percent) were
caught more than once, an increase of 2 percentage ‘points over
the juvenile récidivism rate, o

Two in five of the young adult offenders (41 percent) were charged
with a felony. a dechine of 15 percentage-points from the juvenile
- serious offense rate, Three.quarters of the group commutted their
- first adult offense durimg th. 3y ars before they reached their
21st birthdays. Sixty-&ight percent of this three-quarters did not
¢ commit a-recorded oHense durfng the following 2 years, but the
remainder (32 percent) did and were joined by the cther 22 par.
cent of the offenders who were charged with their first adult crime

while they were 2. or 22-year.olds. _ '

Dr. Polk cautions that no fessons can be derived from these
hndings fof several years more. “At the most riacent data coilec.
tion the cohort members were just 23 years o) j and not yet oui of
the period{ot h:gh offense activity.”" he says. “"Conclusions will only
be wgrranled after the cohort has passed through the deviancy-
prone twenties ™

-~ Puttows of Delinguencyy

What patterns formed among the Orepon high school sophomores
45 they grew older. mraduated fram fugh school, and entered young
adulthood? id the debnquent seument po on to commuet adult -
crmes  or did they mend thew w 1y3? Ded the nonoffenders con- '
tinue thea crimelos, Lives? The Qregon investigators, say they were
sutpnsed when they leamed the answsrs 10 these questions.

T st fihing of smpertance n fhe study was that more thun
alt 56 perieny of the g nide delinguasts contmped 1o commat
alfense. atter leaane hagh webae! And in contrast to the 72 per
cent of the otensn, e o deingeent boys ot it nnt ong
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‘up in cpurt. 841-\ercent of these charged to the oW young adult
offenders did m(sult in court appearances.
Ancther unexpected finding was the number of youths—ong in

© five—who passed through their deviance—preng middle tsens with.

out being charged with an offente, only to be Se charged as you.;g

-aduns

" Analysis of ‘the study's results produced more surprises when
the researchers looked inta the young adults’ ‘criminal histories.

““One might have expected a large majority . of .the adult offenders
to have had decidedly deviant adolescent careers, but the data re-
vealed that a bare majority of the young aduit offenders (51 per-
cent® nor had no recorded delinquencies.” Dr. Polk says. “Thus

not .~ , have our data called into question the common notion of . .

problematic histories evaporating with the onset of aduithood, but
alsu the common assumption that adult deviance is largely the
outgrowth of juvemile m:sbehavior. Hardly surprisinig, on the other
hand, is the fact that as many as 85 pe'cent of those without adult

. records were also without juvenile records.”

- The possible assumption that the adolescent who commits a
serious juvenile offense is the one likeliest to become an aduit
criminal was not borne out by the study's findings. Instead, teen-
age boys charged with a feiony were only slightly more likely than
those charged with misdemeancrs to commit any adult offense (58
and 51 percent, respectively). and npt at major risk ~f being charged
with an adult felony (28 percent).

A better predictor of aduli cnminal behavior was the timing of
juvenite delinquencies. The researchers found that 73 percent of
the boys who commutted juvenile offenses both before and after
the first semester of their sophomore year n high school went or
to commut offenses as young adults. but that only 53 percent of
those who commutted juvenile offenses after their tirst sophomors
semester and 36 percent of those whe commutted such oftensec
before that semester iater became young adi !t offendes.

Two age related patterns impressed Dr. Polk ana his associates
most fo-cefully. “First and most gensrally.”” he says. “a larger
proportion of vouth :n tius cohort have bezn charged with an aduit
oftense (28 pescent) thar wee charged with a juvenile delinquancy
(2% percent) gffus s true despite the onswderably more se:ous
Im;,hmhnn, f‘ the Iatter for g normal adjustment to the aduit
sarkd and the tact that our young adult panod at precent orly ex.




-tends tc age 23. Seconid, rearly half of those charged with an Jadult-.
offense were apprehended Guring the post-21 ‘period when tHe act
could be expected to have the most serrous implications for their
future and . . . [their oHenses occurred] in the span of Hnly 2
years.' - : : . _ f
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Dr. Pelk and-his colleagues have tried to learn not only’ who
- among the high school sephomores became an offender and when
but also the characteristics of. dehnguency in the group. ©

Constructing a fekrtold typology of reformed youths (former ¢e-
linquents with no adylt offenses), “late” reformed. youths (juvimle
‘offenders who also cc}vmnttf_'fd adult ohenses between the ages of
18 and 21 years only). “emsrgent” adult offenders (young men
with no prior juveruie "ﬂ‘enses). and “career” offenders (iuvemlg'
delinquents who olso cohmuted adult offenses at feast during the
ages of 21 ard 22 yoars). e investizators found that incidence

t

of dev:iance incressed fromn catenary to category in the order they -

are listed. N

. /

‘One ‘noticeable differencé among the four categores was In
thew interest m frondships. or “peer commitment The most
deviant categonies ars much .more oeer-oriented than the least
devienl ones, and thi major Gfference holds through time.” Dr.
Folk s1ys ~ Compared to the Idast devian! and nondeviant types.
approxmately twiee.as many of the most drviant spend substantial
pounts bt with friend.,. enoy Cresing around 10 see what
1$ 80mng nn o have freends who cou'd et troubls with the nghce)”
and percewe themselves 38 troghte mabers

TAram. the most deviant groups deveal 3 much weeker eommit.
ment to family hite Thoy are anty 't s often murred as the lese
Sevant grouns g have fonsstently grelerred 1 apend an even.
O wth frends on peeferonce to o st ar foel triend

The amaunt of seboching gt expa: t3tinrs shaat eduzation 5o
ddtered from coatecory o Cotenory o crnersl ng criater the sub
jacts’ i‘iﬁ!.!xqu»"n\t'-,-_ the ey <ohenin,: !rw\__y vacd The mingt dosant

WETE b D sty e Dt o droye oot ot haph soticol ang



-, £.skip college cr, i they did attend college, they were several times .
- - “more likely %0 be interested inWocationally rather than academigally. =~ %
oriented education, .Y . L
“» Over the 7 years of the study period. youths.in the most deviant .
categories drank, smoked, and experimented ‘vith drugs at about - - -
- twice the rate of youths in the least ;_leviant ones, and the incidence
of consumption of these suustances. roughly doubled for all groups.
- Finally, the nvestigators found differenceés among the four cates
gories with regard to the most serious adult offense committed. The
7 most deviant Category~the career offenders-sincludéd almost no -
~,© . - one whose most serious offense was relatively insignificant, and
' about half of the offenses committed by youths in the category were o
felonies and about one-fifth concerned drug use. The “late” re- -
formers—the least deviant vategory—committed many more in-
‘significant “most serious’ adult offenses and far fewer felonies.
. Dr. Polk and tis associates welcome inguiries about their re-

b

search and findings. Requesti shouid be directed to: o ™
. _ - T\ : Dr Kgqnethjpoik
\ Marion County Youth Study
1859 East 15th Avenue g

Eugene, Oregon 97403
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