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FOREWORD

This booklet ha= peen prepared to inform you of

your rights" as parents. of a-handicapped child -

specifically your riolht to:

1. a free public school education for your
UanlIcarped child, from 3 to 21 years of

are. (Illinois residents only)

2. tuition reimbursement to a private school

le your child is too severely handicapped

for a public school special education pro-

gram. (Illinois residents only)

3. an ,individual care grant from the Department

6f rental Health to a private residential
facility, if your child is on a waiting list

for a ..tate institution. (Illinois residents

L. vocational rehabilitation and training ser-

vices, to prepare your handicapped child for

employment. (available on a national basis)

5. public aid for your handicapped child if he

is over 21. (Illinois residents only)

6. social security benefits for your handicapped

child. (available on a national basis)

income tax exemptions for expenses incurred

on behNdf of your handicapped child.

(available on a national basis)

It is our purpose to describe services required by

law for your nnrdicapped child - and the steps you

must take to ubtAin these services. You may wish

to know the 4.ecific part of the law used for infor-

mation in this booklet. Therefore, we have include(

references for sources used In th!.s booklet.



THE LAW AND THE HANDICAPPED CHILD

The Constitution of states: "The Geaeral
Assembly shall

may

... tree schools,. whereby all
children may receive a good common school educa-
tion." The 14th Amendment to the United States Con-
stitution calls for "equal protection of the laws"
for all 'citizens. This means handiCapped children
are entitled to an education like other children.
Out some children have been excluded from school
because they are handicapped.

A-state law passed in 1965 requires all public schools
.ln Illinois to provide special education programs for
handicapped children. This law, popularly known as
the Mandatory Special Education Act,. jiiB 14-07), is
Article 14 of the Illinois School Code, and went into
effet on July 1, 1969.

School district.; were allowed four years - from 1965
to 1969 - to prepare for the education of handicapped
children in the public schools. state funds are pro-
vided for teachers, school psychologists, and other
special education personnel. But local schools have
to pay approximately half of the cost of hiring
these persons out of their own funds. Eighty percent
.of the cost of transporting each handicapped child
to school is paid for by the State.

School districts also receive other funds for handi-
capped children. In addition to -special education
funds, every school district receives the same
amount of money for each handicapped child that it
receives for each non-handicapped child.

Another law provides special money from the State
for school districts to build special classrooms or
.facilities, provided the school districts have levied
a special tax for this purpose. Because the Chicago
3oard of Education is an appointed board, it cannot
_evy a tax. However, if the Board has set aside a
like amount of money, it can also receive this same
amount of money from the State (16).

2



There are some children - probably 5 per 1,000 - idle;
are so handicapped that they cannot be served in pub-
lic school special education programs. Another state
law (KB 2671), which became effective in July, 1969,
allows school districts to pay up to $2,000 tuition
for these very severely handicapped children (44).

No child can be excluded simply because
he is handicapped. The School Code al-
lows schools to suspend or expel children
ally. for disobedience or misconduct.

WHO ARE HANDICAPPED CHILDREN?

Handicapped children include those who are physically
disabled, have a partial or comp*,te loss of sight or
hearing, social or cultural pr' as, a serious learn-
ing disability, emotional proble...,, are mentally re-
tarded,.have a speech impairment - or any combination
of these.

According to the Chicago Board o' Education reports,
approximately 12; of all school children are handi-
capped (47). This amount is about the same as a
10.7% estimate by the U. S. Office of Education (2).
Thus, it is expected that there may be as many as
100,000 handicapped children in the city of Chicago,
and an additional 40,000 in Chicago suburbs.

In order fcr the schools to realize that there are
this many handicapped children, all parents must
register their handicapped children in public school.
This includes all children who have been excluded,
and all handicapped children, 3 to 21 years old, who
have never attended school.

The Law requires that the Board of Education must
decide that your child is handicapped, and that he
needs special education. There are definite steps
that must be followed. They are:

1. Your child must be examined and diagnosed by a
specialist - such as a doctor, psychologist, audio-
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logist or other professional worker. The school may
refer you to their own specialists employed by the
Board of Education. Or, you may choose others who
must be qualified., licensed specialists who meet
State requirements.

2. The school personnel - which could be a special
education administrator and a teacher or principal -
must decide that your child is not doing as well as
he should and is eligible for special education (43).

'Step No. 2 is usually decided in a staff conference,
which includes the persons involved in evaluation of
your child. When the specialists cannot attend this
meeting, the written report of their evaluation must
be considered at the staff conference (45).

There are children who may be considered disabled,
but not educationally handicapped. Some examples
would be:

l. A child who has a hearing problem, but whose
hearing aid allows him to hear as well as any other
child, and who has not developed a significant speech

or language problem.

2. A child who has a physical disability and who may
not be able to walk or run like other children, but
who can go to and from the classroom on his own and
needs no special help.

3. A child who is blind in one eye but has "normal"
vision in the other eye with the aid of glasses.

4. A child who has a severe emotional problem that
may require a specialist outside of school, but which
does not interfere with his learning or that of
other students in the school.

There are many other handicapped Ihildren who may
not need a special educatior program. It is your

right - and it is to the advantage of your child -

to see that he is not classified as having an educa-

14



tional handicap, if his handicap does not interfere
with hit; schooling or that of other children.

PHYSICALLY HANDICAPPED CHILDREN IN SPECIAL CLASSROOMS .

DEFINITION: Any physical condition, illness or in-
jury from any cause may be a physical handicap -
provided that the disability is such that it is im-
possible or impractical for the child to participate
in a normal classroom for all or some activities (4).

Children who are mentally handicapped - in addition
to their yhysical handicap - are eligible for special
education as a multiple handicapped child, to be
defined in the following section.

Y.ory tyric.d. physical handicaps are cerebral palsy,.
.Tina bifida, severe posture defects, arthritis,
ZeVere burns which physically cripple the child,
muscular distrophy.

ELIGIBILITY: A licensed medical doctor must certify
tntit.tne child has a physical handicap which will
prevent him from participating in all or part of the
Y')I"Mal classroom activity. A psychological evalua-
tion and case study is required (5).

RE-EVALUATION: Every child must be re-evaluated
every two years, using current diagnostic reports (T).

CLAOZ MU.: From 6 to 15 students may be enrolled
in each class (8).

AGE FANG E: Age range is from 3 to 21 years of age(14).

HOME AliD HOSPITAL CLASSES FOR PHYSICALLY HANDICAPPED
CHILDRE1

LEINITION: Children who are confined to their
Lome or in a hospital for a period of four or more
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weeks are eligible. for a minipum of five ,hour of in-
struction per week (9).

If a.phild is to be confined for a very long time, he
Brasisa be eligible for a telephone plan where he
has contact with the classroom by phone. Under this
plan, he must also receive two hours a week of in-
struction from a teacher (10).

Rome and Hospital instruction max:be provided in
the Summer for children who have missed a portion
of the regular school year (11).

DEAF AND HARD OF HEARING

DEFINITION: While the word "deaf" probably means
to most people lack of hearing, deafness is defined
as a hearing loss which prevents a child from under-
standing language (the knowledge and use of words,
not simply words poorly spoken) even with a hearing
aid. Consequently, he requires special instruction
(12).

DEFINITION - HARD -OF- HEARING: The loss of hearing
is not as severe as that of a deaf child, but the
loss still has interfered with his language develop-
ment. Unless he receives special instruction for
his language and school work, he will not be able to
make full use of the regular school program (12).

ELIGIBIJITY: An ear doctor (Otologist) must examine
the chil- and recommend special education. The child
must also receive a test of his hearing by a qualified
specialist (Audiologist) working in an approved hear-
ing clinic, and he must recommend special education

(13).

RE-EVALUATION: The child must be re-examined and
re-tested by specialists every two years (13). If

a child who is enrolled in a program for the deaf
or the hard-of-hearing is to be removed from the
program - a consultant in the Office of State

6



0Uperlatendent of-Public Instruction must be notifieet,
to assist in educational folIowup

40ASS 612E: Gla:los for the Deaf range from 6 to 8
students (15).

llimSses fur the hard-of-4Iearing range from 10 to
12 students (15).

Presehool'elasses for deaf or hard-of-hearing stu-
dents may have not more than 10 children. A teacher
of leaf children and a nursery-kindergarten teacher
are both required in the pre - school program (15).

AGE RANGE: Age range is from 3 to 21 years of
age (12).

BLIND ANO PARTIALLY SEEING

- PLIND: The child's vision is so lim-
ited that it cnnot use is as a means to learn. He

may have t-ome vision, and may see well enough to
walk around without any difficulty - but it does not
help hiss to learn, even from very forge print (22).

As a rzsult, be must learn everything through his
hearing or sense of touch, and at times, through
his sense of smell.

DEFINITION - PARTIALLY. SEEING: The child's vision
Is usually no better than 20/70 in the better eye
with f;lasseo, tut he can use his limited sight to
learn with the assistance of a special tutor and
special materials (19).

ELIGIBILITY: An annual examination by an eye spe-
cialist i required, with a recommendation for tem-
porary or permanent special education services (17,
21).. A psychological evaluation is not required, if
the child is already in school, unless it is sus-
pected that the child is also mentally retarded.
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4owevery a psychological exanihati.:h lz required if

a blind: child tmz; ieen enrzdlel in .:1'.hool (21).

CLAOS,JIa: L:lasset range fr.:m t!.e par-

seeine (18); and 5 to the tlind (23).

AU Age range is 3 tc 2.1 yers. zf .age (17,20)..

READER SEER VICE, LARL (1ATE.I.::: If as zone1.1:.,e4.-1

not offer a special pre, rte. for tht:;.artially si4hted

..74, Is unable to arrange a progra f tr t chill, it .

may provide a special reader (5, rerson who reads to
the child) or over-site printine.

A;CniqitLLY DI:":ADVAr4TA;ED (_2.12L ALLY :ALALLTUZTED)

DEFiNI: TON: These children are referred te ir. .:.any

different ways. .7ome of tier. are: socially malad-
iwtcl, culturally deprived, or zimrly disadvantaged.

They are handicappeu because of cultural deprivatien,
extreme poverty, frequent change in schools, Gr other
similar reasons. They are well Lenini in scnoel
and consequently need special inctructions to "catch

up" (26).

They are net truly mentally retarded, although they
may appear zc, when not carefully evaluatel to de-

termine their learning potential.

Under the State Rules and Regulations, this handicap
is listed under the category of :.:aladjustel Chiliren,
Type a. This does net mean that these children are
maladjusted in any way except that they are not doing
well in school.

ELIGIBILITY: No one specialist is required to ev-
aluate the child. A case study is required, which
includes the recommendations of professional .persons
such as the teacher, s)ia2 worker, psychologist,
school nurse, or any one of these persons who know
the child (27).

8



If the child has had any medical examinations or

similar evaluali,ins, their reports must be con-
sidered in tilt, 0.!t t' ;;tdy (27).

lases range up to 20 children for
a special class, and up to 10 for a tutor (29).

RE-EVALUATION: Each child must re-evaluated
every two years (25).

AGE RANGE: Age range is from 3 to 21 y..irs of
net! (26).

EMOTIONAL PROBLEW

DEFINITION: Some of the popular terms used are:
emotiohally listurbed, emotional disorders, nervous .

disoriers, or simply disturbed..

These.chiliren are handicapped because of intense
and persistent emotional problems which interfere
with their school work or with the school work of
their classmates (26).

A child could have emotional problems and also have
a learning disability. The same child could also
be educationally disadvantaged. Such a child would
be eligible for the program which would meet his
most pressing needs.

Under the State Rules and Regulations, this handicap
is listed under the category of Maladjusted Children,

Type c. This does not mean that these children are
maladjusted in any way except that they are not do-
ing well in school.

ELIGIBILITY: Psychiatric consultation is required.
This does not require the psychiatrist to treat
the child (27).

A case study is required, which includes the recom-
mendations of professional persons such as the

9



teacher, sOcial worker,. psychologist, or any one of
these persons who know the child (27).

If the child has had any medical or similar evalua-
tips*, their reports must be in the
case stud3v(27).

CLASS SIZE: No more than 8 children can be in each
class. No more than 10 children can be assigned to
a.tutor. Children below age 10 may be. placed in a
special class. Above 10, they will receive tutoring
(29).

RE-EVALUATION: Every child must be re-evaluated
every two years (28).

AGE RANOE: Children from 3 to 2,1 years of age are
eligible (26).

LEARNING .DIOAPILITIES

DEFINITION: Children in this category are referred
to in many terms. some of the more frequently used
are: learning disorders, perceptually handicapped,
brain damaged, minimal brain dysfunction or dyslexia.

They are children who should be able to learn as well
as average or near average ability children. But
because of some specific learning problem, they are
unable to do so. Sometimes, they may be found to
have some brain disorder or dysfunction (26).

They may be inattentive because they cannot pay at-
tention, or they may have given up because they have
difficUlty no matter how hard they try. They may
be fidgety - either because they can't help it or
because they have become tense from repeatedly
failing.

But their difficulty i not due to mental retarda-
tion. The difference between q learning disability
child and a mentally retarded child is that no mat-

10



te'r mth help a retarded child gets, he viii
ureit as average or near average

non-hand icappt! I trL i lirn

%0 one specialist is required. to ev-

aluate orlid. A case study is required, which
::,_-.rt_.LinienLiations of professional persons

tae teacher, social worker, psychologist,
schc.1 nure, any of the persons who know the

k2V.

if tLe rm.:. had any medical examinations or
similar evaluaticns, their reports must be con-
sidorei :L ea..;t: study (27).

C.,ntr.11*y orinion, neither the examination
n,:r ' (brain specialist) nor an electro-

eL,1L ,1 (brain wave test) are required by
Itato lhd Net,ulations. Public schools may re-

quio rI examinations when indicated, but not
k27).

CI:le.ws range up to 10 children for a

ani up to 10 for a tutor (29).

E1::-:r:VA.LA:I: Each child must be re-evaluated
evcry yt:ars

AJ :Lildren 3 to 21 years of age are
(:6).

:11;;:TA:..LY

- EDUCABLE MENTALLY HANDICAPPED (EMR):
The cLiid in a mentally retarded child whose de-
velopmont has been delayed by any of a number of
causet.. A pJyonologist determines whether a child
is retarded, using psychological tests. He is also
required to consider information given by the child's
parew_o aLout his physical and family background,
and inf.)rmation =.t Lout his school work (30, 42).

From all of this information, the psychologist must
decide that the child does not have the mental abil-

11



..itysto learn in a regular classroom, and that he

needs'a'sPecial program to learn (30).

The psychologist must also determine that the child
10 tiOt simply behaving like a mentally retarded
.child because of cultural factors, learning disabil -
ity, or severe emotional problems (Types a, b, c
handicaps), or because of visual, hearing of physi-

Cal handicap (42).

An educable mentally handicapped child usually
doesn't begin to learn to read sooner than 8 years
of age, and sometimes not until age 9 or 10. He

may learn to read at a second to fifth grade level,

depending upon his degree of mental retardation.

DEFINITION - TRAINABLE MENTALLY HANDICAPPED (Ti):M

The TMB child is more severely handicapped than the

EME child. But he can still benefit from a special
program to train him to become socially adjusted

and work in special employment. However, he may
only be able to learn to take care of his own needs

in his own home (33).

The TMH child usually doesn't learn to read more
than a few words. But he may be able to learn how

to do many things.

ELIGIBILITY: Eligibility is determined by a psychol-
ogical evaluation and upon the recommendation of
the psychologist (31, 34) .

CLASS SIZE: EME classes range from 10 to 15 chil-
dren, for children who are over 9 years old. Classes

m&y be as small as 8 students for children under 9

years of age (32).

TMH classes may have no more than 10 children unless

the teacher has an assistant, in which case the en-

rollment may be up to 10 (35).

AGE RANGE: Children from 3 to 21 years of age are
eligible for an EMH or TMH program (30, 33).

12



lUAT/ON: Children in EMH or TMH programs
must oe re-evaluated every 3 years (31, 34).

MULTIPLY HANDICAPPED

DEFINITION: A multiply-handicapped child has more
than one handicap. He may be mentally retarded and
physically handicapped. Or he may be hard-of-
hearing and have emotional problems. Or he may be
deaf and blind. He may be any combination of these,
or have a combination of handicaps listed in pre-
vious parts of this booklet (38).

ELIGIBILITY: This is determined according to the
provision of each of his handicaps (39).

CLASS SIZE: No more than 10 multiply-handicapped
students are allowed per class (41).

RE-EVALUATION: Multiply-handicapped children must
be re-evaluated every 2 years (40).

AGE RANGE: Children 3 to 21 years old are eligible
for this program (38).

SPEECH CORRECTION

DEFINITION: A child needing speech correction is
one who has any kind of speech defect which can be
improved through a speech correction program (36).

ELIG:BILITY: Eligibility is determined by a quali-
fied speech correctionist (36).

CLASS SIZE: There is no set rule. A speech correc-
tionist may work with one or several children at the
same time who have the same type of problem. Each
child must be scheduled for at least two lessons per
week, from 15 to 30 minutes each (42).

AGE RAIXE: Children from 3 to 21 years of age
are eligible (36).

13



SOCIAL WORK SERVICES

DEFLiITION: A chill who doeo not do well in school
as a result or social or emotional problems may
receive social work services (24).

ocial worii, services consit.t of cou=eline; rot` the
child or his parents.

A- child who needs this service may have bt:navior
problems, be frequently truant, may have difficulty
in mardne friends or be exceptionally shy.

ELIGIBILITY: file teacher, principal and social
worker together decide if a child is eligible for
social work services (25).

CLAS-1 .;1ZE: Ct.ildren receiving social work ser-
vices are not placed in classrooms. They are
served on a ,_nie-to-one basis or in small groups.

AGE RANGL: Children from 3 to 21 years of age are
eligible (24).

ROW TO GET YOUR CHILD IN A SPECIAL EDUCATION PROGRAM

1. You must register your handicapped child at
your local public school. You will be asked to fill
out a form providing information about his handicap.

2. Next, check on the progress of your application.

a. Ask your principal to refer your child for
an evaluation by a school psychologist.

b. After the evaluation, ask your principal if
your child will be attending a special
classroom in his school, or if he,will be
enrolled in a special program in another
putalic school.

c. If your principal cannot give you adequate
information, contact your district super-



intendent. Le is listed in the phone book
under tho board of Education.

4. Next, try tine Area Director of Pupil Per-,
swine' Services. In Chicago, they are:

Area A: Mr:1. Edith Dolnick,
1750 E. Tlst Ot. Phone: 955-0600

West aide - Area B: Mr. Henry Sansone/
4815 3. Karlov Ave. Phone: 254-8550

;forth - Area C: Mrs. Petra Harris,
5025 Laramie. Phone: 282-9272

Suburbs: Call the special education
director of yotIr school district or call

Thomas Fengman, Special ,Education
Director, Cook County Office ofTublic
Instruction 321-7617

e. If you :Tarn have not received the informa-
tion you want, call the Special Education
Department of the Board of Education:

Mentally Handicapped:
Mrs. Bernice Goodwin - 641-4154,

Blind and Partially Seeing:
Miss Rosemary Welsch - 641-4154.

Deaf and Hard -of- Hearin,:
Mrs, i,ditn Munson - 641-4154
Mrs. :;ona Webb - 641-4154.

Orthopedically Handicapped:
Mrs. Dorothy Betts - 641-4154.

Home and Hospital Program:
Mrs. Dorothy Fetts 641-4154.

Brain Injured:
Dr. Carol Crotty - 641-4154.

3reech Correction:
Dr. Carol Crotty - 641..4154.

15



OR
CALL

Socially Maladjusted:
Dr. Gilbert Derr - 641-3890.

Transportation:
Nr. Alfred Rudd - 641-14150.

Miss Elberta Pruitt
special Education Director
at 641-4138, 641-4139.

C. If you still have not received the informa-
tion you need, call the Co-Ordinating
Council for Handicapped Children,
(312) 939-3513, (312) 684-5983.

HOW TO GET TUITION (REIMBURSEMENT) TO SEND YOUR
CHILD TO A PRIVATE'SCHOOL

If you are nr,tified by the Board of Education that
your child's handicap is so severe that he cannot

be enrolled in any public school program, there is
a state law (HB 2671) which allows the Board of Ed-
ucation to pay up to $2,000 a year to send him to a

qualified private school. This school may be a day
school or a residential school - in the State of
Illinois, or in any other state. Transportation to
day schools is also paid, but not to residential
nchools.

The Board of Education is reimbursed by the State

for the tuition. The tuition is not paid to you but

to the private school. To qualify:

1. You must register your child at your local

public school.

2. Next, check on the 1'ror,re:10 or your application.

a. Ask your principal to refer your child for
an evaluation by a school psychologist.

b. After the evaluation, the Board of Education
has to determine that your child is too
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severely handicapped to meet his needs in
any public school special education program.

0. Your npIivutiou must be approved by the
State Office of Public Instruction, as well
as the Hoard of Education of your local
school district.

d. When your application has been approved, the
school your child attends will receive the
tuition reimbursement up to $2000 a year
($1400 of this amount comes from the state,
$600 from the local school district).

e. It' you have paid the private school for your
child's tuition, the private school will re-
imburse you up to $2000 per year, from the
date of your child's registration in the
public school.

TRANSPORTATION TO PRIVATE SCHOOLS

A handicapped child who attends a private school is
eligible for transportation paid for by the state
(80 percent) and the local Aoard of Education
(20 percent) if:

1. He is eligible for tuition reimbursement under
HB 2671.

2. 1The board of Education cannot provide the spe-
cial education services he reeds in a public school.

IF YOUR CHILD HA:' NOT YET BEEN PLACED OR IF HE
HAS BEEN MISPLACES:

What can you do if your child is not receiving the
special education services you feel he needs?

1.. If your child is placed in what you believe to
be the wrong program?

a. Ask the principal to have your child
re-evaluated.
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b. Ask. *pecialists - doctors, psychologist,

othere. :lend their recommendations to
the Area t >i r,ot,,,r Uuvil Personnel Services,

tee Pacc 15.

C. 'Contact the 47tate Orector of Opeoial Educa-
tion, :1r. David 1) n` Office of the Super-
intendent of vublic Instruction, Springfield,
J11. 62706 (Phone: Area Code 21Y, 525-6601 -
and aok for his help.

2. 1f your hats been evaluated and it found to
1,,e handicapped, but is still excluded from school?

a. hoclutt tuitioh to send your child to a pri-
vate school, :see 10-11, HOW. Touer
TUITIO::(REIMMIROLMENT) TO MD YOUR CHILI)
T&) A iTIVATE OCHOOL.

b. Y11 can .;y- ..;tcz a, b, c, in #1 above,

30 If y. ur ohii i elieible for special education,
and has w,t ilee% placed in a rTecial education

clazor,or, pr...,Jrar4

9.. You can request help from the County Spe-
cletl Adviory Committee. Call

Fengman, Executive Secretary at

321-7C20.

b. if you still ncod huiL, call or write

L,avid Otate Director of special
ElucatL:n.

If you have tried all of the above and you believe

your chila lo not yet receiving the special education
services he need.1, you may appeal to the courts. The

Co-Ordinatini7 Cr,unoil w511 help you find free legal

help.'

YOUR OThLzi KF;HT::

In addition to rights granted by law - you have
other rights wlacti are not clearly spelled out in



the law, but which are accepted practice or just
commcli oenoe.

1. You have tht right be :Informed about the
Oonool keard's evaluation eV your child - and their
plans f._)r him.

A, The !,,de Ethics vi' L110 American Psychological.

AssoCiation requires that the psychologist inform
you or his evaluation of your child, and the purpose
for which it will be twed (1).

3. You have the right to request to talk to the
psycL4.1oriot.

4. You also have tht right to :,elect a qualified
vsychololot or other specialiSt or your own choice,
either rm a public acency or in private practide.

ATTE11) Si.OR OTHER l'IMAT SC

I; your chilU attends a parochial school or other
private ;;ciA.,01,-ho lc still eligible for some form
of special education :;ervIccs,

he doeo, nc=t hive to attend a public school to obtain
tht ser71ces the Fublic school poychologist and
speech crrvitionist. however, In order to get class-

benc.fits, your child has to be enrolled in the
pur-111,-, ochr)olo.

LiViUAL CAR Fo it ETARL E CHILDREN IN
irtc,iti residents

iraw% IJ.,q,:ram provides financial

rt!.iri children for cost
c!Lt 11,1.7A:A priv4to reoldential facility -

u: :14* I.
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1. Your child's numv nut be placed on the waiting

list of a state institution.

You mu.lt met income requi rownts.

3. Your child must be placed in.n licensed private
''residential facility in Illinois or out of state.

The facility can be:

a. residential school
b. shelter care home.

nursing home
d. foster home
e. group care home
r. 1.iVate hopital
g. child cart institution.

4.. Your child must not be receiving public aid or
military medical benefits. He may, however, receive

the following, which will be deducted from the amount

of individual Care Grant benefits received:

a. social security benefits
b., veterans' benefits
c. railroRd retirement 4'unds

TO APPLY:

1. Place your child's name on the waiting list of

a state institution. Forms may be obtained from

your local DMH facility, or by writing to:

Individual Care rant Director
Department of Mental Health
Divizion of Mental Retardation Services

401 South Oprinr Street
Springfield, Illinolc 62706

2. Apply fur the Individual Care Grant at your local

DMH facility. For Chicago residents:
Illinois Peiatric Institute
1640 W. Roosevelt Road
341-8000
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or write to the Springf address above.

THe, AMOUNT OF TfiE INUIVIDHAL CARE (PLANT WILL BE
DETERMINED hi:

Your ntr:Iiy Income.

2. The retarded's estate awl other qcseto.

Maximum .rant is .$400 per meInth.

TILE INDIVIDUAL `ARE GRANT WILL BE 'PAID TO THE PRIVATE
FACILITY IN WHICH THE CHILD IS P! ACED.

YOUR 1,NDIVIDU,AL CARE GRANT WILL TERMINATED IF:

I. YQur income rises above the maximum allowed for
family liability.

2. The retarded's estate and assets become suffi-
cient to cover all cost of the facility.

3. You tarn down a placement in a state institution.

4. The residential facility in which your child is
placed loses its license or the level of care be-
comes unacceptable to the Department of Mental Health.

For further information please call or write your
local DMH facility (listed alphabetically in your
phone book under Illinois) or:

Individual Care Grant Director
Department of Mental Health
Division of Mental Retardation Services
401 South spring `street
Springfield, Illinois 62706

VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION AND TRAINING FOR THE
DISABLED - PROVIDED BY THE DIVISION OF VOCATIONAL
REHABILITATION (DVR) (available on a national basis)
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TO U, ELIGIBLE:

1. You must have a mental or physical disability
which prevents you from earning a living at a job
suited to your skills.

2: You must have employment potential in, suitable
wOrk.

TO APPLY:

to your local -11'R'Office (listed in yOur phone

book alphabetically under 2tate of).

Chicago Office: L& N. La0alle ,,nicago C0c;01
Phone: 793-2934

State Office: 623 2. Adams St., Springfield,
Illinois 62706

YOU WILL RECE:',-;L:

1. Medical Examination - to determine the extent
of your disability, suitability for employment, and

medical help reeled.
(Provided at r1-2, cost to you.)

2. Tests - to ietermine your employment potential
and the kind of employment best suited to your skills.

(Provided at no cost to you.)

3. Medical Help - to improve or restore your job
performance by removing or reducing your disability.

This help will include:

a. medical services
b. surgical services
c. p chiatric services
d. hc,spital services
e. artificial limbs
f. braces
g. hearing devices
h. eye glasses

Provided at no cost to those unable to pay.)
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4. Counseling and Guidance - to help you find a
Job suited to your abilities.

Job Troininr, in a:

a. trade school
b. institution of higher learning
c. rehabilitation center
d. in your home

(Provided at no cost to you.)

b. financial Assistance (while preparing for work)
for:

a. room and board
b. transportation
c. other necessary assistance

7. On the Job Hellp if needed.

For more information, please call your local DVR
Office, Chicago phone No. 793 -293i

*Adapted and prepared from DVR materials.

PUBLIC AID FOR EAUDICAPPED PERSONS OVER 21
(Available for. Illinois residents only)

During its 1968-1969 session, the Illinois State
Legislature passed HR 2783, which provides public
aid for physically and mentally handicapped persons
over 21 who are permanently disabled. This new law
states that permanently disabled persons over 21 are
no longer the financial responsibility of their
parents; that they may receive public aid in their
on right - regardless of the income of their Zarents.

TO RE ELIGIBLE:...

...You must be:

1. over 21 years old
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2, permanently disabled
3. preventoi iy your mental or physical dis-

ability fr-m c.,,tinrul, employment.

...You can live:

1. In ty,me

in the home of your ptreuts
3. in the borne of a. friend, relative, or some-

one else
4. in a state .licensed hospital

in a state licensed nursing home
. is a state lieensel Shelter care home

7. other private residential facilities which
have met, all requirements. of the Department

of Public Aid - and are not already receiving-
assistanc.e from other state or federal

...YLIA1 will not lose :;rour benefits if you:

1. are part of a workshop
2, participate in a voc.ltional training program

3. earn up to $50 a month (if you earn more,

your benefits will probably be reduced)

4. have assets worth up to 4:*,400 if you arP

single, 4;600 if you are married. These

qssett, do not include personal property such

as clothing, household furnishings, etc...

But they do include loan value of insurance

policies, real estate (stocks and bonds).

YOU ARE NOT EL;GIBLE...

...if you are receiving an Individual. Care Grant or

any other government-funded grants.

TO:APPLY:

,Go to your local Public Aid Office. Public Aid

Offices are listed in your phone book under Cook

County and your own county's name.

Chicago area offices are listed on ID. 318 of the
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1972, chicago Inone-liCok. Please call 368-1551 for
address of your local Public. Aid Office.

W LW i1.L DEITKN:INED BY:

1. income and ileine, expenses
eentriLuf.ioh

). other financiai reeources

Payment.; are not determined in any way by the in-
oome ef the disabled rerson's varents.

Yo.d will reeeive me,licalcareunder the Medical
Assistance Eroitram. The cost for most medieal.ser-
vices IS rali directly to those providing the
servi

IF YOU DOW:i FOR Pt/141,1C AID...

n alied to

1. -.-iirceL,r, i:c4,artment of Public Aid, State

t'r'ice Dui Idiir*, ;Springfield, Ill. 62706.

. You can also appeal if:

2. you are act receivin; Arteunt you feel
you are entitled to.

b. your pa:y.ment.; have been reduced or dis-
continued without cause.

c. your al:plication nas been pending - with-
;-,ut aetion - for more tilan 30 days.

ity;.e,i.1.1 can be lade without cost, on forms ob-

tained fr:: the ::aunty Department of Public Aid.
A hearinc, will be held, conducted by a state

:)frier, in the county where you live.
You can exl,:ain your case at the :rearing and in-
treduce witnees anti other persons to help you.

FG?! MR 1.. please call your local Public
Ali )1V cue. area phone no. is 386-1551.

25



110CIALSECURITY BENEFITS FOR HANDICAPPED CHILDREN
AND_ANLW (availablt? on a natippal basis)

TIN kinds of social security benefits are available
for the handicapped:

1. benefits for those disabled since childhood -
available through the social security of
their parents.

. benefits for those disabled as adults - avail-
able through their own social security.

BENEFITS FOR THOSE DISABLE? SINCE CHILDHOOD

TO BE ELIGIBLE:

1. .A worker parent must be eligible for social
security benefits - either through retirement,
disability, or death of working spouse.

They mwt have become disabled before their
18th birthday - and have remained disabled
since then.

Their disability must be so severe it pre-
vents them from doing any substantial work
for pay.

4. They must be single when payments start (ben-
efits generally stop after marriage, but
there are exceptions).

Benefits will continue as long as they are disabled,
and meet the above requirements. If the disability
is permanent, benefits will last a lifetime, and
will continue after the parents' death. Unlike ben-

.efits for non-handicapped cilildren, benefits will
not be terminated at the age of 18 (or 22 for those
attending school full time).

TO APPLY:

1. Applicants must go to their local social
security office.
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Addresses and phone numbem! are listed. in

thi! phone book under =TED STATES GOVERNMENT
He5Litli., EtiuvatLin, and Welfare

Metropolitan ,2hicago General Information
Phone T;e. is '.?39-7000.

Apoil.:.anto will

a. souroot; evident that their
disabllit is permanent 4ind too severe
for gainful employment,

b. sourceo or evidence that the disability
began bet re 18 years of age.

c. proof of age (birth certificate).

A. proof of the relationship of the disabled
to his parents (marriage certificate,
birth certificate, etc...).

e. proof of the relationship of the disabled
t, hio parents if the child is adopted or
a step-child (adoption papers, etc...).

.ii.PPLICANTS MUST RE-APPLY...

...at least 3 months before the child's 18th birth-
day to avoid interruption of payments (payments for
non-handicapped children automatically stop at 18).

DISABLED OVER AGE 18 WHO HAVE NOT APPLIED

...should still apply for social security benefits.
Back payments will be made up to I year.

THE AMOUNT OF BENEFITS WILL BE DETERMINED BY...

...average earnings of eligible parent during his

working period.

BENEFITS WILL PAID TO:

1. Disabled peroon if he is able to handle

money.
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44s parents, if disabled is unable to handle
the money.

Guardian or social welfare agency - if dis-
abled person is unable to handle money and
his parents are dead.

1EliEFITS FOR MOTHERI

Additional benefits will.be.paid to the mother. if
the handicapped person is in her care. Amount will
be similar to the amount the child receives.

Benefits will not be paid to the mother if the child
liVes in an institutionl.resyential school, shel-
tered care home, nursing home, or elseWhere.

BE6EFIT.I..; FOR THOOE DISABLED AS ADULTS

TO BE ELIGIBLE:

1. They must have worked under social security
for.at least 5 years - or 20 calendar quar-
ters if over 31 years old. The 20 calendar
'quarters need not be consecutive, but must
fall within a 10 year period. Working re-
quirement will be less if under 31 years old.

2. They must be disabled for at least 6 months.
Payments will be paid from the 7th month of
disability.

3. The disability must be expected to last at
least 1 year.

They must be so severely disabled - physi-
cally or mentally - as to prevent "any sub-
stantial gainful activity".

TO APPLY:

1. Applicants must go to their local social
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security office:

2. They witl need:

a. sources of medical evidence from doctorsi
hospitals, and other places indicating
that their disability is permanent and
too severe Lo permit sainful employment.

b. proof f age (birth certificate).

VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION AND TRAINING

Names of all applicants for social security are for-
warded to a Vocational Rehabilitation Agency for
evaluation and possible vocational counseling, voca-
tional training and help in finding employment.

tSee VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION AND TRAINING pp 21,
22, 23, for more information.)

EXAMPLE:: JF DISABLING CONDITIONS WHICH QUALIFY FOR
SOC4IAL ZECUhITY: ...1

1. Loss of major function of both arms, both
legs, or a lee and an arm.

2. Progressive diseases which have resulted in
the loss of a leg or which have caused it to
become useless.

severe arthritis which causes recurrent in-
flammation, pain, swelling, and deformity in
major joints so that the ability to get about
or use the hands has been severely limited.

4. Diseases of heart, lungs, or blood vessels
which have resulted in serious loss of heart

or lung reserve as.shown by X-ra, electro-
cardiogram, or other tests; and, in spite of
medical treatment, there is breathlessness,
pain, or fatigue.

5. Diseases of the digestive system which result

in severe malnutrition, weakness, and anemia.
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Serious loos of function of the kidneys.

Cancer which io proexelmive and has not been
controlled or cured.

Damage to the brain or brain abnormality,
which has resulted in severe loss of judgment,
intxlie,:t orientation, or memory.

Mental illness resulting in marked constric-
tion of activities and interests', deteriora-
tion in personal habits, and seriously im-
paired ability to get along with other people.

10. Total inability to speak.

:F THE DISABLED PERSON INPROVES OR RETURNS TO WORK...

...he is requirtM by law to inform his local Social
ecurity Office - by mail, or in person.

1. If medical evidence s':ows disability no longer
exists, benefits will continue for a 5 -month
adjustment period, then will be stopped.

2. If he returns to work despite his handicap-
ping condition, benefits will continue for
a 12-month trial period - then will be stopped.

IF AN APPLICATION IS LFNIED:

1. It does not mean the applicant is not eligi-
ble for other social security benefits, which
are not connected with disability.

2. He may appeal the decision to:

a. his local Social Security Office, for
reconsideration.

b. the nearing examiner of the Social
Security Administration.

c. the Appeals Council of the Social
Security Administration.
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d. the Federal Courts if a Re b above are

unsuccessful.

PLEASE NO1E:

Rul(s and policies governing Social Security may
differ from other government agencies, private a-
gqncies,ur'private companiez. Applicants found
eA.sibIe fOr Other government disability programs,
or for private.programs, may not be eligible for
SOcial Security.

For more information, please call your local Social
Security Office, Chicaeo phone No. 239-7000.

*Adapted and prepared from material by HEW, Social
Security Administration.

FACTS YOU SHOULD KNOW ABOUT TAX DEDUCTIONS FOR
YOUR HANIACAITED CHILqavailable on a national basis

IF YOUR HANDICAPPED CHILD ATTENDS A SPECIAL SCHOOL
OR INSTITUTION WHICH ALLEVIATES HIS MENTAL OR
PHYSICAL CONDITION...

...you may deduct the following as "medical" expenses

1. Tuition costs
2. Cost of Loard and room
3. Cost of Et.ltered workshop

(Revenue Rulings 58-280 and 71-347)

IF YOUR HANDICAPPED CHILD LIVES AT HOME...

...you may deduct as "medical" expenses the cost of:

1.-,Special school - if the principal purpose is
to alleviate his handicap.

2. Tests ani evaluations.
3. Special instruction or training - such as lip
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reading, speech instruction, braille...(Rev-
enue Rulings 68-212, 58-533, 1958-2GB 108).

. All medical exp(1, even though the .child
has earned more than 75Q annual income.
(Section 213-1 (e) IRS Code 1954)

IF YOUR HANDICAPPED CHILD ATTENDS A SHELTERED
WORKZHOP...

...you may deduct as "medical" expense the cost of .

the workshop - if the primary purpose is to alleviate
his'han3Icap. (Letter from Mortimer. M. Caplin, U.S.
CozmiJsioner of Internal Revenue to Dr. Stafford L.
:Warren, Special Assistant to the President for
Mental Retardation, July 6, 1964.)

IF YOU INCUR TRAASPORTATION COSTS (TRAIN FARE, BUS
:FARE, TAXI FARE) W:TH YOUR HANDICAPPED CHILD...

...you may deduct them as "medical" expenses if they
are incurred gin to and from:

1. Special schools and institutions.
2. Hospitals
3. Doctor's offices

(R.T.Olson 23WM-2006)

IF YOU PROVID:: THE TRANSPORATION YOURSELF...

...you may ,eruct is "medical" expenses:

1. 7.5 per mile
2. parking fees
3. toll fees

(Rev. Proc. 64 -5, I.R.B.: 1964-9,34)

IF YOU VIE7IT YOUR HANDICAPPED CHILD AT A SPECIAL
SCHOOL OR I:XTITUTION...

...you may deduct transporation costs as "medical"

.
expense - but not meals and lodging - if medical
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experts deem you
ment.

. visit a nocessary part of treat

1? YLU AhE ok THE ;MOtWE OF A
DIOABLED FERO011...

Ae,fuot 3.1 ..are" oxpons: hired
heft hahlicappod child underJ4 Years of
age. ViaxiMudtdeductioJi 4:4,600 a year. Home Child.
Care Apenze,: canho al:;,) be cl!iimed it3 "medical"
exptInzet) .

DEDUOINr.

Insuranco 1'r5:m .one half cf.medical
ire: urfince premiums are deductible, up to $150.

-More iz nc.' percentage limitations on this item'
(Jt! m1 ih box below).

Cost c,f ihstalLtion) slecial equip-
mw to alleviate a child's handicap. Examples:

f., heart ca: es, air conditioning for
asthma cases....!ledical experts mu: ft deem it
neoez.;ary to alleviate the child's handicap.
This loducti..,h is allowei to the extent that it
excee.1 :. the imir,:,vet value of your property.
ExaLlie: if air cohditioninc your home improves
the value :I' y,)ur home by $7000 and the actual
coot y.-)u are allowed to deduct the
lffervnct- i00. If the special equipment

doe: u t inorea..-e the value f your home, you
aro aliywei to deduct the entire cost.

Kle

PLE.PW NCY1E:

1. All deducti6ns must exceed 35 of your total
incQme.

2. All deduction, are dlowel recardless of your
a4o.

3. You are still allowed the full $750 - whether
or hDt your child attends a zpecinl school of4
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institution. For tax purposes, the cost of

taktion, arid Lyard conitidered a scholar-

ship ,Ind I.6..cn into, account in determin-

ing whether parohto nav pr)viited more than half

the supp,Irt.

Parents wne arc oligile for the above deductions,

w:1,1 tiavo t f:IvA ti.em 1:roviously, may file an

amended return, retroactive for tne past three

year.l. y o. r' return must be filed before

AprIl 15 t, allow 19deductIons.

YuR M,)hE INF,)VAlION PLEASE CALL
IhTEI,NAL fib:VENUE INFORMATION SERVICE

,;41-10140

CO-ORIATTN.; COUNCIL 1.)R HANDI4AFPEJ CHILDREN

The Ce-rdinating Council f,74. nandicappei Children

is a oalith.,n ?f parent and professional organiza-

tions concerned wit: the ol'ecial needs of all

handicapped children.

The ions range e.c,1 of the Council is to obtain

better services for all handicapped children at the

et rlii2zt possible are. Imrediate goals of the

CAlhell are: to obtain full and meaningful imple-

me::,tation of the ,:Ipecial education legislation des-

cribed in this booklet; to provide means through

which parent ori;anizntions can communicate with each

other and help eaz,h c,ther; to provide direct means

through which p4rents earl obtain services for their

children from public and private agencies; to educate

the public in the noed for better services for all

handicapped children.

WHAT CAN YOU Do HEL'k' THE COUNCIL REACH ITS

GOAT.,:' *. AND hELf' CHILD?

1.. Join and become active in a parents' group, pro-

fessional ,roue or citizens' group whose goal is to

obtain better services for all handicapped children.
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2. .Persuade your (your to join tho Ocuncil - if it
not ti. 1-074 i y t nitioik r

. r g.:u1 zt., a parent_;' group, prO:eir. lanai group or
clthens' groav - and have the group become part of
the Council.

Contribute finanola,,t rind moral. :.support to further
tne w, r4 4..4* tho

5. Heiler parents you' come in contact with to the
4.70-rdinntinc it.l.participating and
member ,...)rganizations.

6. J,>in-the '.:rdinating COundil as an individual
or family ($5 per year). You will receive a monthly
nowslette2e int'orming you Of activities, legislation,
new servi4!v4., etc...for handicapped children.

sources for all the information used to write this
booklet are listed for your information and for the
information of those you may come in contact with
while trying to obtain services for your child.

If anyone employed by a private or public agency is
not fully informed, you may quote them what you
learned in this booklet, along with the source. You
may also simply show them this booklet.

For practical purposes, we have listed the School
Code and the Rules and Regulations only once.
Additional references to those same two sources are
listed as "meaning the same as above". Shown as (").

1. American Psycho:Lod.EL, January, 1963, Princi-
pals 7, 8.

2. R. P. Mackie and L. M. Dunne, "College and':
U.Iiversity Programs for the "Preparation of
Teachers of Exceptional Children", Bulletin
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Ao. 13, .U. :%-Office of Education, Washington,.

D. C. 1954,

MemortuotAum, April 4, 1969, Office of the.

Superintendent of Public Instruction, From:

David W. Donald, Director of the Illinois

Department.of Special Educati,m, TO: :'.runty

Superintendent of Schools, SuperirteLdent of

Schools, Directors of Special Education,

Directors of Private Schools for handicapped

Children. Subject: Section 14 7.02 of the

School Code of Illinois, "Children Attending

Private Schools or Private Special Education

Facilities."

Ru2ee and. Regulations of Speci41 Education,

Office of Zhe Superintendent of Public Instruc.

tion, 14ecial Education Publication 564,

February4965, Article 1, A.

5. " Art. I, C 24. " Art. VI, A

6. " 41rt. I, D 25. " Art. VI, C

7. " Art. I, E 26. " Art. VII, A

8. " Art. I, F 27. " Art. VII, D

9. ".Art. II, A,C,E 23. " Art. VII, E

10. " Art. II, F 29. " Art. VII, F

11. " Art. 11, :,g 30. " Art. VIII, A

12. " Art. III, A 31. " Art. VIII, C

13. " Art. III, C 32. " Art. VIII, F

14, " Art. III, D 33. " Art. IX, A

15. " Art. III, F 35. " Art. IX, C

16. " Art. IV, A 35. " Art. IX, F

17. " Art. IV, D 36. " Art. X, A

18. " Art. IV, F 37. " Art. X, 0

19. " Art. IV, A & D 38. " Art. Y1, A

20. " Art. V, A 39. Art. XI, D

21. " Art. V, D 40. " Art. XI, E

22. " Art. V, A & D 41. " Art. XI, F

23. " Art. V, F 42. " Art. XII, F & II

43. The School Code, Section 14-4.01

44. lf $r tt ft 14-7.02

45.
I, ., .1 n 14-8.01

46.
SI ft ft tf 1T-2.2a
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47. 114tareset, Special Education 'Programs
and :lervices to handicapped Children,
Jame;.; V. Redmond, eneral Superintendent of
Schools, June 26, 1968 and December 1967.

3T



onige COUNCIL PUBLICATIONS

"YOUR GUIDE TO GERVICES YUR HANDICAPPED CHILDREN"

Price: $1.50 per copy plus 1114 postage

A spiral bound, 220-page book with over Iwo
listings of Chicago area (including suburbs)
facilities for all categories of handicapped
children.

LISTINGS INCLUDE:

Private Schools
Camps
Mental Health Centers
Evaluation. Centers
Clinics
Parent Groups
State Institutions
Private Agencies
Public Agencies

"HOW TO ORGANIZE AN EFFECTIVE PARENT GROUP
AND MOVE BuREAUCRACIES"

Price: $1.50 per copy plus 1110 postage

A 112-page manual telling parents of handicapped
children and their helpers:

How to Start a Parent Group
How to Get By-Laws, a State Charter,

and Tax Exempt Status
How to Affiliate with Other Organizations
How to Move Bureaucracies
How to Open Their Own School and Get

Funding for It
How to Open a Special Classroom in the
Public Schools

How to Lobby and Get Results
The Role Professionals, Handicapped Adults, and

Students Shoulu Play in Their Parent Group
How to Pick Effective Leaders
How to Raise Money
How to Make Headlines
How to Organize a Coalition

How to Keep Their Parent Group from

Death's Door


