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ABSTRACT

The paper, given by the director of a project to
train teachers for early childhood edugation programs which integrate
handicapped and normal children, focuses on the effects of labeling
on teacher-child interaction. The author recounts her own experience
vith teaching handicapped children and the historical tendency to
label and segregate various classes of children. She notes the
problem her project has had in coping vith the insecurity of teachers
vhen confronted with a handicapped child in the regular class.
Stressed is the nead for all teachers to learn to assess each child,
plan individualized programs, and overcome prejudices concerning
human differences. (DB)
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Friedman, my assistant in the project "Careers in Integratcd
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Farly Childhood Programs" to read this messazxe to you in the
hope that my personal experlences and work will be of some
assistance to you in the challenging program on which you are
embarking,

Twenty~five years amo I accepted my first teaching
rosition., "By checice, I reouested a class of mentally retarded
children, Some of my professors tried to discourage me fron
this cholce, saying that I would be wasting my talents, But I
disasgreed with thenm, I was a psychology major and I felt that
I could learn nmore about learning, from teaching children who
were reputed to have difflculty in learning., I felt that the
bright children would learn in spite of me « but the retarded
would really vut my skill as a teacher to the test,

The first thing I learned from the educable mentally
retarded vias that the term Hentally Retarded was a latel that
told ne very 1little about each individual child except perhaps

that their I,Q.s fell tetween 50 and 75 plus or nminus a
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that lianuel could solve problems in construction that were beyvond
my comprehension or that Ralph could éraw baautiful ﬁesigns. or
that barsarcet's social conpetencles and sensitivity to others

wag to be envied,

As Speclal Education promrams proliferated in the years
that followed, we started to label more children and we
segresated them from the mainstream of childhood « all in our
gincere effort to halp them, In Caiirornia we had created
approxinately 29 different specinl categories and procesaded to
focus in on the child's disability - his handicap, This emphasis
on the child's handicap led to stereotyped conceptions of
children who possessed these handicaps, We called them retarded,
blini, deaf, cerebral palsiled, as if their total physiology,
their total coanitive and emotional functioning could b: deseribe
ed by the label retarded, blind, deaf, and so on., We failed to
advertise thelr many abilities and talents,

After temching retarded children I tauzht classxof bright,
classcs of gifted, classes of slow learners and other children so
labeled, I found that there was no such thing as a homoseneous
clase of children no matiter what their label or ase., Each child,
regardless of his labzl 1s a profile of abilities ard dizabilities,
It ic time we emphasized abilities rather than disatllities,
Another truth that I learned, was that the basic knowledge we
possess about how human teings learr applies to all children,
that there are no maric feuchinq fornulas and methods which will
work for all children or only for srezeial children. That the

good teachur - assesses each child's gtrengths and weaknesses
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and then selecty the method or mzthods whisch will te appropriate
for that child, Thus, 1t is encumdent upon those of us who are
training teachers to grocund prospective teachers vell in a wide
repertolre of teaching styles and methods., Those who are in
teaching should continually add new approaches to thelr exliasting
repertolire so as to be able to reach the individual child,

In Septeuber 197" at Califorria State University, Northridgc
I initiated a project to train teachers at tlhe prescheool level
to work in nursery schools integraéing children with handicape,

Our first problem, when we integrated children with hardlesp
such as Downs syrdrome, deafress, blindness and cercbral palsy
into the existing University'nursery gschool, was teacher uncertainty.
They asked " What do I do with the retarded Child? VYhat do I do
with the deaf child?" Ly answer was, "What do you do with any
child who 1s nrew to a clasgs?™ "How do you communicate if you
are in a foreign country? Try that with the deaf child,” The
teachers wvere inseccure, fearful about their ability to deal with
a little child who came to them with a label. Teachers who were
considercd superior zrd experienced were suddenly unsure of their
teaching abilities - they felt they lacked the skill and trainimg
to handle a ehild with a nandicap. Thus, before we can succeed
In Integrating children, we will have to overcome this insecurity
and attitude that only speeinlized experts can work with children
with ﬁandlcaps.

We have to develor a new/old brecd of teachers « who, like
the teacher in the 1little red school house had to assess each
child and plan individvalized programs for the wide spectrum of
abllities found in a single classroom,

The preschool 13 a wenderful place to tesin the integration

of children. Young children can and do accept differences whether
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they are in race, oreed'or handicap if their teachers, rarenty,
and the community model such acocentance and eliminate their own
fears of differences, We oan greatly reduce segremation of
ohii&ren if we break down the mental barriers we haJ; bullt up
concerning differences, - Of course, there will be some chlldren
for whom egrecial classes are needed, Too frequently, when we
change oud diréctlon in education we throw the baby out with the
dirty water, Let's not eliminate all special nu;sery classes or
speclallsts but let's look at children as individuals and make
pPlacements accordingly,

Above all, let's examine our own fears and pre judices
honestly, For example,_teachers say "Won't the blind child or
the deaf cehild take an inordinate amount of teacher time? Won't
the other children be neglected?" This can, but should not
havpen,, Each and every child in that classrcom needs attention
anlts provide this, you use: assistant teachers, parent aldes,
high school aides, and community volunteers, Let's rot forget
that the children themselves can bte tauzht to help each other -
even at this very youns agze, For example, the children in our
progx»am quicizly initated the teacher and would turn ths hard of
hearing child's face townrd then when they wanted to speak to
him, They would g. i¢c the bhling child, by sayirz, "Listen to
my volce, Kyle" or"dere, touch thig, Lyle",

One mother reported that her four Year old son, hearinz
that thelir old sick deog couldn't tark anynore sugvcsted that he
could teuch the dor some sign languace, A volunteer who had been
tutoring the deaf child haid taught the other children in the

clags sow: signing,
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In summary, in sur preschool rroject we ¢nlled our teachers
Developmental Teachers tecause we wiant o train youns peoble
to apprreciate and understard the sdnilarities and differences
in the developzent of all ehildven, We want these tenchers to
feel competent in providing a variety of learning opportunitics
which will wvernit the childrun to develop and grow according
to thelr own irdividual prefile of abilities, Hoﬁefully, these
teachers will help eliminate the fexremation, and minority
status of many younm children with handiczps and return them to

the nainstream of childhood,



