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postcollege vocational applicability while being an immediately
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It also develops tolerance for different points of view. Community
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intercollegiate activities, competitive and nondecision intramural
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In 1941 the Speech Kducation Committee, joiutly
appointed the year before from membership of the
National Association of Teachers of Speech and the
American Association of Junior Colleges, presented
its report.1 .

Quoting from the section dealing with the philose
ophy of speech education in the junior college, we
find: "A philosophy of speech education for the
junior college necessarily must be based on the essen-
tial dualism in the general philosophy of the junior
college itself. Speech education must be recognized
as a communicatory tool In all areas in which the
Junior college student may find nimself after leaving
the junior college. Speech education must be so
planned as to serve the needs of both the preuniver-
sity and the terminal student.'?2

Further on, the report recommends the inclusion
of extra-class activities and a contest program as
educationally sound .3 Despite this encouragement,
one measurement of the extensiveness of speech activi-
ty programs among the junior college membership in the
national honorary, indicates less than ten per cent
of all junior colleges have chapters in that organi-
zation,

With ever-increasing enrollments in institutions
of higher learuning, an increasing educational burden
will fall upon the junior colleges. Therefore, great-
er burdens will fall upon the various curricula to
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provide educationally sound and stimulating educatiou,
Siuce forensics activities extend the speech classroom
to competitive situations and o the community, this
may mean a greater demand for co-curricular activitics
such as depate/forensics in the departments of speech,
The purpose of this paper is to sug2ast a co-curricular
foreusic program for departments of speech in Jjunivr
colleges,

1

The community college subjected itself to an im-
wense educetional challenge when it accepted this ade
mission policy: "Any high school graduate, ov any
person over eighteen years of age who seems capable
¢f profiting by_the instruction offered, is eligible
for admisslion.'"” An integral part of the comunity
vollege philosophy, theu, is au open=door policy,

Many states have gone beyond thig position by stating
their intent to provide community college educatlion
within commuting distance ot every student iu the
state,® '

With the explicit intent of educating all stue
dents who may benefit from ingtruction, the community
college performs five functions. They include the
provision for ., , .,

1. transfer education of the quality and quantity
of that offered by the four-year college and university
in the freshman and sophomcvre years.

2, occupational education of a semi-professional
and technical nature for the student interested in
imediately enterin, the labor force upon completion
of his junior college experience.

3. general education for the banefit of all ages
and kinds of students so that they might function as
satisfi.d, productive, responsible citizens in a demo-
cratic society,

4. service to the community including adult edu=
cation, special programs, staff leadership and facility
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availability whicih will enbance the enrichment of
community life,

5, gntdancu serviaes to studenus and community
members assistiog them in educdativaal, vocational
aud personal choice,

These fundtions and the objestive trom which
they arise provide the tramework within which the
curriculav, coscuwrricelar and extrascurricular ace
tivities must operate,

The philosephy of the junior college has ygeners
ated characturistivs which seem to be jnherent withe
in the undor collepres Plose, the funfor ealilsge
has a comuting studeat bodv,9  Nog Living in dormis-
tov.es or other onscampus housing creates two major
previoms ror the direstor ot & coscurricular activity:
(1) sonding school time for practice, and (2) coumunis
cating with the students while they are on the campus,

Second Ly, wany ot the students hold parte or
full<time jobs apart from c¢lass work.Y Those commite
ments Lo vesponsibilities reduce potential available
time the student may spend on extrascurriculay or
co-curticular activities,

A third characteristic of the community college
is that nearly one student in four is marvied.lO
This characuveristic, wita the others, tends to accen=
tuate "vocatlionalisw' on the community college cam-
pus. The student views colleg: as primarily a pre-
job experience with little attachment to the college
and with little social contact with other students.
Thus, the "student role is narrowed to course work
and squeezed in among other roles that are oriented
of f campus,"

Consequently, a community cvoliege forensic pro-
gram mugt show the student post-college vocational
applicability while being immediately stimulating
without being a constantly demanding responsibility,

A fourth characteristic of the junior college
is the diversity of student ability. 2 A typical
group of community college day students may contair:
a bright 18-vear-old freshwman boy who has the ability

43




and motivation to become a lawyeyr; an l8«year-old

grrl who, not seeking further college training, looks
tor a hushaud with the intermediate goal of a secre-
tarial career tor which to train; a f{lunk-out from a
neighboring unlversity who presently is trying to re-
establish himself academically so that he can return
to that institution; a low-ability high school gradu-
ate whu, as vet, sees no need for education and has
only un anti-militavy service attitude as motivation;
a uiddle-aged man who has never graduated from high
school but now realizes the neced for further education
i he hopes to establish job security and advancement ;
a highly wotivated middle-aged woman of average ability
whose children have grown and who now wants to become
an clementary school teacher but caunot attend classes
full-time; a highly skilled chemical engineer whose
company has allowed him release time in the moruing

so he may update his kuowledge and thereby become more
valuable to the company.

An iostructor facing an eveuning division class
would probably find the same range of abilities and
motivating factors. The chief difference between the
day ana evening divisions is the greater number of
adults,

Another characteristiz is one which this author
calls "restlessness." There seems to be a feeling of
false hope in the junior colluge. Two of every three
junior college students assert intention to transfer,
yet only one in three ever does graduate and continue
his education.!3 This feeling of restlessness tends
to be accentuated by the perception of the junior col-
lege as a ''last chance fustitution."-% That is, the
student often perceives his attendance at junior col-
lege as a necessityv rather than a choice.

One other characteristic of the student body is
an apathetic attitude of the community and students
toward a program of speech and drama, 5 Consequently,
the problems already mentioned become underscored by
this general feeling of apathy. The Director of Foren-
sics, then, has the preblem of generating interest in
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a forensic program: maintaining that interest within
a student body which undergoes virtually one full
turnover every two vears; making the activities avail-
able as well as attractive; encouraging the commuuity
to appreciate and inspire program participation by
its students,

It is within this framework that a forensic pro-
gram, and its director, must function, and not only
simply function but also provide av educationally
sound, need-satisfving program to i wide range of
student abilities and wmotivations.

Il

Within such a framework, can a foreunsic program
be developed which would provide an educationally
sound experience commensurate with the abilities of
the students? VYes. If debate/forensice has merit
for the student, then these activities have a place
in the community college., There have been many lists
of the values of debate/forensics, but the following
one provides a suggestion of reasons why debate/foren-
sics has value for the community college student:

l. Provides training in how to think quickly as
well as critically.

2, Provides training in how to express ideas
clearly so that they may be understood and evaluated
oy others.

3. Provides training in organizing and integrat-
ing many arguments into a coherent whole.

4. Develops tolerance for different points of
view and is this a valuable means for seeking the
truth,1?

Although referring specifically to the gifted
student, Bradley suggests other values of debate
(forensics): improves research techniques by pro-
moting "an independent pursuit of the roblem on the
part of each student'" and emotional control is a
stressful situation.l?
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Kruger identifies tour other advantages which
seem to have relevance to the student body of the
comuunity college: trainiung in speaking effectively
before a group; motivation of the student to learn
more about current social, political and economical
problems; cultivation of a sense of fair play within
the competicive situation, and provigion of the oppore-
tunitly to travel and meet new pemple.1

We may assert that the value of co-curricular
speech activities lies in the fact that such activitcy
prepares the student for the situations which he will
face after completion of his formal education,

All of these values, and others which could be
suggested, certainly corroborate the stated purpose of
speech education in the community college: “The gene
eral objective of speech ig to aid the student in ace
quiring and developing the ability to communicate
effectively in a democratic society, to develop speech
as a tool which will enable the individual to present
more effectively his ideas in whatever life situations
he may appear.'l9

If we accept the assertion that debate/forensics
has value for the student (knowing that some are more
capable of taking advantage of the exposure than others),
we then need to examine the means for providing a forene
sic program which is educationally sound, student satise
fying, challenging (and thus diversified) to the stu-
dents of a community college.

ITI

The forensic program of the community college
must have balance in order to satisfy the needs of the
students, the objectives of the college and the demands
of the community. The balance should be between three
areas of emphasis within a complete forensic program
which provides: competitive inter-collegiate sctivi-
ties, competitive and non-decision intramural events
and community service in the form of a speakers'
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bureau, 20

Compet ition 'g intercullegiate events appears to
have been a consistent part of community college foren=
sics, despite the low membership in Phi Rho Pi, 1n |
1929 all seveun of the theu-existing junior colleges
in Michigan formed the Michigan Junior college Debate
League and debated a duale-meet schedule.2l Today, in
california, the majoritv of the larger junior colleges
(those with 1000 students or more) have f{orensic proe
graus,

The competitive program should include decision
eveuts with other community colleges and with students
of similar ability from "senior" colleges and univer-
sities, The eveuts which might be included in such a
program would be debate, extemporaneous speaking, uris-
ginal vratoryéd (or persuasive speaking), oral inter-
pretation and discussion. Although some iustitutions
may participate in one-acc play contests,24 this seems
dependent upon the inte.est and time of the faculty,
the students and the community, together with the a-
vailavility of equipment, facilities and money.

As in any effective forensic program, travel
would be a part of the competitive portion because of
the motivating stimulus of "providing students with
the opportunity to compete with those in other cole
leges,"25

Given the problens dealt with earlier, such a
program may well exclude some outstanding students.
Given the problems, every effort should be made to
provide work time within the school setting when the
students may find the Director of Forensics available
to guide and encourage their efforts. Perhaps a class
in Argumentation-Debate may have to provide the oppor-
tunity for practice and coaching of all competitive
speech activities. Since the Director of Forensics
will probably teach a full load,z6 practice sessions
serving as demonstrations for speech classes may be
possible. Or, speaking before classes of political
science, economics, sociology and government may pro-
vide both the forensic students and their counterparts
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in these classes with g rewarding and stimulating
expericnce, 2

Fortunately, or unfortunately, the creation and
wmaintenance ot a competitive team in forensicg o the
hndor colluge means the exclusion oft (1) those
students who fack the ability to benefit from such
competition; () many students who have the ability
it whose veles outside the colluege demand too much
Lo allow for participation, and (3) most of the eve-
ning and adult svudents whose responsibilities and/or
hackgrounds would [ind travel proliibitive, the compe-
vition with vounger students cmbarassing and time
lacking for the vigarous levels of research and prace
Lice necessary to maintain a sharp competitive cdge,
Thase etudentsg aay, however, find satisfaction and
stimulation in the other two areas of the forvensic
program,

The second area of emphasis included in the
junior college forensic program might be intramural
events,  bsgsentially a parallel of the intercollegiate
program, the intramural program encompasses the same
activities. The students served might be those who
are preparing tnemselves to move up into the inter-
collegiate program, but especially those who have the

desire to participate but lack the time or ability —_—

necessary Lo compete in a rigorous Intercollegiate
schedule. Here, the Lerminal-technical student might
well gain new speaking experience beyond the class-
room,  certainly the encouragement of participation
in forensic aclivities parallels the recoumendat ion
suggesting special courses be created for the speech
training of the terminal-technical studenc,?

These facrors do not mean that the quality of
the activities should bhe low,  The intramural program
simplv provides another level of skill=-learning
"eommensursre with the anility of the individual
student,"  Such organized activilies also provide a
forum for the constructive tnergies of collegiate
student bodies.

Contests mav be run throughout the year, perhaps
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ot an assembly or after-class-hours basis so that
student audiences might be in attendance, These
contests might iuclude all the activities at ouce
or be run with each acuivity operating separately,
Regardless, these events should be announced well
in advance, publicized and timed so they are con-
venient for attendance by people of the college and
the comnunity,

The third area in the forensic program should
be the speakers' burcau. This is perhaps the most
vorrelative with the stated functions of the commun-
ity college; providing community service and leader-
ship, The activities to be included as part od this
program are dcbhate, vratory (persuasive speaking),
oral interpretation, discussion and the symposiume
forum.2Y Problems of local concern might well provide
the ropics for the speech activities of the speakers'
bureau., For example, a debace could consider the
proposition, Resolved: That Town X should institute
a program of fluoridation, or, Resolved: That the
members of the school board should be chosen by popu-
lar election. OQOratory, discussion and sywposiunme=forum
should also seek local community Broblems to provide
the substance of the activities.d

To provide the students with a learning experi-
ence and to provide the audiences with the maximum
information and intellectual stimulation, the programs
of fered by the speakers' bureau should always offer
several different views of the same problem, Of
course, state and national problems should be dig-
cussed, but, as in good speaking methods, they must
he made relevant to the lmmediate audlence, Focus
vpon the problems of local concern will hopefully
accomplish three goals:

L. teach the students, as members of the comnun-
ity, the sources available within the community for
problem=solving, with the hope that thls knowledge
will carry over into their adult roles as cltizens;

2, make the program wore interesting to tbe
listeners,
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3o provade che Nisteners with information and
Ingight {nto a problem which they way not have pros
vingly consfdered and thus stimulate their thinking
Dw o the problem are,

The students working in o.al intetprotation might
also louk o local problems as a basis for their reads
Irgye A program of entertalwment might be deve loped
i3 which good liverature iy pregseuted to the audlence
petaarily Sor cheir enjovment and cultural enrichment,
A second King of Interpretive prosram should he pers
suasive in nature and should be developed like that
program sugpested v Martin Gobin, 31 Hsseutially,
Cobin sugpests selectdng a contemporary problem, turn-
ing to literature Lov commentary relevant to the probe
lem aud tyiag the literature topether with introductory
and transitional vewacks of the interpreter, The task
ot preparvation assumed by the interpreter parallels
the proparation of the debater, the orator, the ex-
tewporaneous spoaker or the discussant, 7This latter
king of “persuasion” would provide an unusual approach
to problem=solving which would diversify a speaking
program praesented to an audiauge,

While the intercollegiate competition might not
appeal to the adult members of the community college
student bodv, the birector of vovensics should attenpt
to draw thom into the speakers' bureau. Their busie
ness and social contacts within the community, their
expericences and their citizen's concern for the probe
lems of the comunity should make their contributions
valuable to the vounger students aud to the peer audi-
ences to woom they speak,  Perhaps their age and mas
turity may add to the community perception of the cn=
tire forensic program.

fmplicit within all the areas of forensics should
be a high level of quality. As in any effective
forensic program, the college, the individueal and the
forengic program could not atford to be poorly repre-
sented to a listening audience, whether it be a critic
tudge from another college or a neighbor at a P.rL.A.
meebing. The community college has a special need to

e
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be well represented iv vrder to overcome the stipgma
of "poor academiv qualitv" so often assvciated with
this educational movement., 7The students should dise-
play personal respousilility ia personal mattexrs,
cowpetency in the skills of speech and a thoroughness
of preparatiou to merit consideration in anv ol the
areas of the foremsic program. PFurther, those speak-
ing situations in which the siudents take part should
be commensurate with their abilities., Students scem
to learn little from expericnces which requive ability
they do not possess, or in expuriences which do not
challenge thew.

iv

Aside from the accepted benefits derived {rom
any effective forensic program, the program described
here seems to this writer to suit the educational
place of the community college for several reasons:

l. 1t provides a wide range of activities and
events for the student body of greatly diversified
abilities, backgrounds and motivatious.

2, 1t provides competitive motivation in the forn
of intercollepgiate confrontation or intramural chal-
lenges. While not reaching all students, this kind of
program may offer stimulation to students not othere
wise redached by intramural or intercollegiate emphasis,

3. 1t provides a real speaker-audience relation-
ship to be sought by those who have the capacity for
seeking such a relationship.

4. It provides & service to the host conmunity,

. It provides for the intellectual stimulation
of seeking to understand several types of problems.

6. It provides for the creative student to be
both an entertainer anrd a persuader, yet using the
madium of expression prefecred,

7. It provides a natural weans for stimulating
interest in higher education among the high schools
and the community at large.
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Y. It provideos a demonstration device for the
teacher of speech, economics, political science,
sociology and the humanitlies,

9, Tt takes into account the dualism of the com=
munity college curriculun and, by adhering to recog=
nized speech objectives, supplements that duality,

10, 1t encourapes sucial rvesponsibility and the
need for participatioa in the social setting of the
community alter completion of the formal education.

11, [t will hopefully generate respect for forens
sica, the school, the studeuts and the director withe
in the school, the conmunity and region in which the
vollege L8 located,:

Obviously, a program such as described attempts
to achieve the ideal in conmunity college foreusics,
such a program has several obvious need areas which
merely will be suggested here., First, an immense a-
mount. of time is needed bv the Diveztor of TForensics
to administer such a program, Secondly, a sizeavle
budget is needed to finance travel, equipment, intra-
mural tournaments, macerials of administration, secre=
tarial help aund other essentials. Third, the need to
stimulate interest in day and evening students to
participate in the program is no easy task if no fore
ensic activities have been provided before. A fourth
need area may be the duplication of student partici-
pation so that all areas of emphasis are participated
in by the same few students, instead of the develop~
ment of a spread of student participation, A fifth
area which always poses a dilemma is the choosing of
qualified representatives of the program, the college
and the community,

The balanced forensic program for the junior
community college prescribed in this paper has attempt-
ed to solve several of the specific problems inherent
in the community college movement of this country.
With the increasing educational demand being made
upon the high schools, the colleges and universities,
the role of the commumnity college will continue to
expand within higher education. Perhaps the program

52




may enable speech and co-curricular forensic activities
to form an integral, motivating part of the junior
college community.

Dr., Dan Pyle Millar is Associate Protessor of
Speech, Central Michigan University.
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