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AN ANALYSIS OF

ACADEMIC SUCCESS OF
NEW PASADENA CITY COLLEGE TRANSFERS

at

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA
Fall 1966 - Spring 1972

For several years it has been the policy of the University of California to re-

port to Community Colleges academic success of new students only. Grade reports have

covered only the first three quarters of each student's enrollment.

This report concerns the academic achievement of 755 new transfers from Pasadena.

City College at the University of California. The period covered is from fall 1966 to

spring 1972.

Grade reports were divided into two groups for purposes of data analysis. One

group consisted of all transfers who were eligible for entrance into the University of

California at time of high school graduation. The second groups composed of

transfers ineligible for the University of California at high school graduation.

Major Findings

1. Mean GPA Differential
Mean

No. of Mean Entrance Cumulative GPA
Students GPA UC GPA Differential

755 2.930 2.693 - .237

2. GPA Differential by Eligibility

Mean
No. of Mean Entrance Cumulative GPA

Students GPA UC GPA Differential
Eligible from
High School 454 2.982 2.735 - .247

Ineligible from
High School 301 2.853 2.630 -.223

3. Comparison with All New Community College Transfers
Mean Entry Mean Mean GPA

GPA UC GPA Differential
All Community College
Transfers 2.985 2.649 - .336

Pasadena City College
Transfers 2.930 2.693 - .237



ANALYSIS
of

ACADEMIC SUCCESS
of

NEW PASADENA CITY COLLEGE TRANSFERS
at

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA
Fall 1966 - Spring 1972

Table I details the cumulative GPA's earned by all new Pasaotna City College trans-

fers at each institution from fall 1966 through spring 1972.

Example: At Berkeley a total of 99 students were reported to have

enrolled during the six year period. Only 79 were charged

to Pasadena City College, earning a -.234 differential.

Of the 79, 42 who were eligible for entrance to the Uni-

versity at high school graduation earned a -.257 differen-

tial. The 37 who were not eligible earned a -.209 differential.

Over a six year period 1,008 students enrolled at the eight campuses of the

University of California, 755 of whom were charged to Pasadena City College for GPA

calculations. (See bottom Table I for explanation of term "charged".)

The Los Angeles campus enrolled 544 of the transfers (504 of 1,008), and charged

375 of the 755 (49.7%).

Cumulative GPA differentials were negative at all campuses, ranging from -.077

at Irvine to -.322 for Santa Barbara.

The 454 transfers who were eligible from high school had a higher negative GPA

differential than the 301 not eligible (-.247 to -.223).

Table II lists cumulative GPA's for the first three quarters of each year at

each institution. Table I was derived from Table II.
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The University of California furnished a summary of academic success of

new transfers from all community colleges for fall quarter only of each year.

Table III lists that data, making possible the following comparison between

Pasadena City College and all community colleges.

ELIGIBLE FROM HIGH SCHOOL
Mean Entry

GPA

Mean UC
GPA

GPA
Differential

111.

All Community College Transfers 3.060 2.720 -.340

Pasadena City College Transfers 2.982 2.735 -.247

Difference .078 .015 .093

NOT ELIGIBLE FROM HIGH SCHOOL
Mean Entry

GP/4

Mean UC
GPA

GPA
Differential

All Community College Transfers 2.910 2.580 -.330

Pasadena City College Transfers

Difference

2.853 2.630 -.223,

.107.057 .050

Both eligible and ineligible groups of Pasadena City College transfers

entered the University of California with lower mean GPA's, and earned higher

mean GPA's at the University, than comparable groups from all community colleges.

The mean Uriversity of California GPA difference between Pasadena City Col-

lege and all community college transfers' was larger for ineligible than eligible

group (.050, .015).
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SUMMARY AND COMMENTS

1. According to the number of grade reports received, the eight campuses of

the University of California enroll approximately 0 of students who transfer from

Pasadena City College to four year institutions. An unduplicated count of grade re-

ports received in 1972 was as follows:

No. of Per Cent of
Type of Institution Grade Reports Grade Reports

California State College-
University System 2,007 85

University of California 219 9

All Other 150 6

2. The following data concern students charged by University of California

to Pasadena City College from fall 1966 through spriro 1972.

a. 74.9% (755 of 1,008) transfers were charged.

b. 49.7% were attending University of California at Los Angeles.

c. Excluding Santa Cruz, the per cent of transfers charged by
each campus ranged from a low of 63% at Riverside to a high
of 100% at Davis.

d. 60% of the charged were eligible from high school, 40% were
ineligible.

3. Although both eligible and ineligible groups posted negative GPA differentials

in their first three quarters, the differential of the ineligible was smaller.

Mean Mean
Entry Cumulative GPA
GPA UC GPA Differential

Eligible 2.982 2.735 -.247

Ineligible Lbal LIE -.223

Difference .129 .105 .024

The mean difference between the two groups in entry GPA was .129 in favor of

eligibles. The difference between two groups in cumulative GPA's earned at the Uni-

versity was reduced to .105 in favor of eligibles - the gap was narrowed by .024 GPA.

The ineligible group, in spite of apparent poorer academic performance in
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high school, began to "catch up" to the eligible at the University. This,

coupled with the fact that the Pasadena City College ineligible group earned

a higher University of California GPA advantage over their community college

counterparts than did the Pasadena City College eligibles over theirs, could

indicate effective preparation at Pasadena City College for upper division work.

4. An adequate basis for comparing academic success of Pasadena City College

transfers at University of California with those enrolled in California State

College-University System is not readily available: The following data, however,

offer a comparison of their GPA's for the period 1966 -1972:

Type of Four Year
Institution

No. of PCC
Transfers

Mean
Entry

GPA

GPA At
Four Year
Institution

Diff-
eren-
tial

University of California
(New Students Only) 755 2.930 2.693 -.237

California State rollege-
University System * 1,798 2.550 2.700 +.150

Difference .380 .007 .387

On the basis of the above GPA differentials, students attending California

State University-College System appear to have been more academically successful

than those enrolling at the University of California. However, two cautions should

temper this interpretation:

A. The high negative differential (-.237) earned by transfers to

University of California (in contrast to +.150 at California State

College-University) is due mainly to their higher entry GPA (+.380).

Actually the difference between GPA's earned by the two groups at four year

institutions was only .007.

B. GPA' earned at University of California were based on first three

quarters performance only, whereas GPA's for California State College-

University were determined from time of entry until graduation. It is

very possible transfers to University of California were handicapped by

* See IR7/73/17 for details
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.1

being evaluated while under of fect.s of the "tranLfer ypdrome". Evi-

dence indicates GPA's earned at California State College-University

System increase with increase in college grade level. (Reference

1R7/73/17.) Further investigation is needed to determine the relation-

ship between grade level increase and cumulative GPA at University of

California.
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