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various characteristics of and information about the
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PREFACE

This survey of the Plainedge Community has been propared for the
use of students, homeowners (present and prospective) and business-
men who may need this information for various purposes.

This material should answer the most frequently asked questions

about our Community and is current as of the date of publication.
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Plalnodge ls no? a poll?lcal en?lfy oxcepf fo the exfen? that it is

INTRODUCT |ON

|

fho name glven fo an area comprlslng the Plainedge School Dlsfrlcf

1+t "

conslsfs of par?s ot unlncorporafed areas of North Massapequa Befhpage

Seaford and Farmlngdale all wlfhln the Town of Oysfer Bay, ‘Nassau counfy

New York,

Bounded on fhe soufh by Massapequa, on the east by Farmingdale on the

west by Levlffown and lsland Trees and on fhe north by Bethpage, Plalnedge

is approxlma?ely three square mlles.

I+ contains a fofal of 1,836 acres,

58% of which Is residential and has a population of 24,320, with an avé?age'

median family income of $13,870.

Plalnodge is covered by U S. cen5us tracts #5202 (p? ), 5203 (pt.),

5207 (pf ), 5208 (pf ),

5209 5210 (pt.),

52|l (pt.)

Only one tract

(5209) is onflrely within fhe schoo| dlsfrlcf the others cross into other

school districts.

The Nassau-Suf?olk Regional Planning Board has apporfloned

these tracts, allocating estimates of population to the appropriate districts.

Northedge
(tract 5202
"West

(tract 5203)
Eastplain
(tracts 5207
and 5208)
Southedye
(tract 5209)
Picken

(tract 5211) .
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1) HISTORY_OF PLAINEDGE

2)

The.name ‘Plainedge: is of English origin and is descriptive of fhe
geographic region it included. The tirst Plainedge School Disfricf of abouf
IS0 years ago was the huge “edge of the plain' that stretched from Massapequa
to Westbury. With the gradual break-up into smaller disfriofee.fhe name |
“Plainedge’ remained aftached to ifs present locality. |

ALl the land in the northern section ofthe district, north of
Boundary Avenue and befyeen Hicksvi|le Road and Cedar Drive was purchased
by Thomas Powell in I6aé_aed 1699. Land to the south of Boundary Avenue
was obtained by William Frost in April, 1694. In 1690, the ares west of
Hicksville Road, the West Neck Purchase was secured for |8 joinf purchasers
who divided it among themselves. By I800 the land- had been broken up
into smaller parcels that were fsrmed principally for hay. Later several
thousand head of cattie roomed’fhe “Plains." By the middle of the cenfury
poultry raising became an imporfanf indusfry with immense. flocks of .

S ey

turkeys covering the fields.

i
LI T
o .

After the Civil War, cabbages for sauerkraut and cucumbers for pickles
were lmporfanf'crops but had to be abandoned because of soil blight. Then
potato farming flourished until an invasion of golden nematodes brought
about prohibitive resfricfions by the Sfafé'Deparfmenf of Agricuifure In
1945, Between 1950 and 1960 the spread of housing developmhn+s in the

area changed the character of Plainedge to about what it is today.

THE SCHOOL DISTRILT

in 1814 Oysfer day and Hempstead townships were divided info school
districts. The 'fifteenth Plainedge District" extended norfhward from ,
the "Brush plains" (near Jerusalem Avenue) to a |ine along Oid Counfry

Road (Hicksville-Plainview) and lay in the two townships. This original
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day Bethpage School District, Island Trees School District (Town of Hempsfea&),

district included all of present-day Plainedge Schooi District, and present

and the southern part of Hicksvi!le School District. In 1858, the first major
change removed the Hicksville part of the district and most of Bethpage, leav-
ing only the portion south of the rallrdad tracks. In 1210, the residents of
the area between the Long Island R.R. and the A.T. Stewzrt Iine (along the
01d Motor Farkway)-.petitioned to join the Central Park School District (Beth-
page District #21). At that time, the Island Trees section declared Itseif .
independent and the western boundary of Plainedge was establ ished at fﬁé '
town |line. |

The existing public school plant facilities consists of 5 elemenfary -
schools (Northedge, John H. West, Eastplain, Schyar?lng and Plckéa);'fnd
junior high schools (Sylvia Packard and Soufhe&ge); and the Plalnedge High
School . - N

Publlc ,chool enroliment totaled 5,833 on the opening day of school,
September 6, 1974. Enrolliment Is expected to decline to approxlmafel?
5200 by 1977/78. As a result of this decline, one elementary school facil=
Ity, Baldwin Drive, has been leased to the Board of Cooperative Services
which operates a satellite center for approximately 150 learning disabled
children bused from varicus areas of Nassau County. This school-age pop-
ulation decline Is consistent with trends In most other Nassaquounfy
communities. . . |

The 1974/75 school budget is $14,321,595 of which $6,740,933 Is ralged
through taxation, and 57,580,662 through state ald and ofhér receipts. 62.4%
of the budget is allocated for salaries, 7.8% for bonded lnd;bfedhess, 3.3%
for transporta‘lion, 10% for operation and maintenance of plant, énd 16.5%
for miscel laneous expenses. The tax rate per $100 of assessed valuation Is

$16.44.
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The Board of Education, composed of .7. persons serving: three-year terms
of office and elected by the voters of the school district, formulates
educational policy. It empJoys a staff of approximately 470 inciuding about

330 professlonals and i%pﬁnonffeach!ng_personnel,:.-

OTHER EDUCATIONAL FACILITIES

Many religious organizations malnfaln:privafe and parochial schools In
Nassau Counfy. Within the school district p'rope;r, St. James Romsn Cathol ic
Church operates a parochial school for grades |1-8; just uosflof ?ne school
district boundary |ine, Maria Rejina Catholic Church maintains a parochial
school for grades |-8. |

The Plainedge Schoot Sysfeh malnfalns an exfenslve Adulf Educaflon
Program.- Various communlfy groups ‘also sponsor educaflonal programs for
members.  :The Town of Oyster Bay' Recreation Department and fhe Nassau County
Depariment of Parks and Recreatfon also conduct art, muslc, dance, arfs and

‘II

crafts, etc. ‘classes for adults, chlldren and teenagers af Town and County

Y A R A : i

tacilities located nearby, as weli as at fhe Plalnedge Publlc lerary.“”_.

The Plainedge Public Library sponsors fllm programs, oooklng, sewlng,
i
art classes, lecfure/demonstrations, and book discussion groups. Consumer

oy RN

intormation bul tétins are publlshed regularly ln ifs Newsleffer. '
-2 There -are many ‘ol | eges and unlverslfles Iocafed ln fhe Coun?y and fhe

IR

greater metropolitan area offering a varlefy of courses for adulfs. In

the Fall of 1974 several college courses for adults will be offered af ?he

o baewdnr e T
Rlainedge Public lerary in cooperation with SUNY Sfony Bnook. C w. Posfu

i i

will also present noncredit courses for adulfs af ?he lerary.

n.l)‘." )ZF‘A
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THE. LIBRARY

&y
‘zyiﬂquwzlﬂas

The lerary was creafad by a vofe of faxpayers of the Plalnedge School
Dlsfrlcf on November 17, 1962. lerary pollcles are declded by 8 Board .

of Trusfees wl?h five members, one of whom I elecfed each year for 3 five-

"year ferm. A provlslonal charfer was granfed by fhe Board of Regenfs on

March 29, 1963 and an absolute charfer on Sepfamber 27, 1968. ‘

| Oh'choﬁarZZZ, 1966 a referendum by district voters approved a aond
issue of $656,500 for +he purchase of land and the consfrucflon‘and equipping
of the present building which was opened to the public on September 9, 1968.
This 19,800 square foot facility which Is located on a 1.2 acre plot on
Hicksville Road,. a main north-south highway, seats 110 readers, has a meet-
Ing~room capaclty of 110, and a book-storage capacity of 100,000+ volumes.

- The budget for the fiscal year 1974/75 Is $354,855, of which $332,405

..Is derived from taxes. The tax rate for the Library is ,809 per $100 of

assessed valuation.

.On July |, 1974, the Library had £6,906 books, 5,495 paperbacks and
14,988 pamphlets. The audic=visual collection consisted of 1,901 phono-"
records, 766 cassettes, 158 8mm fiims and 27 16mm sound filims and 106- 1tems
of framed art. Subscriptions to magazines and newspapers number 400 with
back flles of perlodlcals including 3,160 reels of microfiim. A variety |
of Implemenfs such as a rofofl!ler, calculators, cassette players, sewing
machlnes, efc. are also avallable fcr borrowlng

As of June 30, 1974 there were 20 559 reglistered borrowers: I5 , 165
adul+s'and 4,794 children. Each month 90-I20 new borrowers reglsfer for
Ilbrary cards. Clrculaflon for the year l973 was 24| 065. Of the 53 .
|ibrarlies In the Nassau Library Sysfem, Plalnedge ranks 22nd ln populaflon,

10th In books loaned per capita, and |2th In per capita expenditures for

| Ibrary materials.




Through its membership in the Nassau Library System .and the. L. I,

Libraries Resources Council, -Plainedge borrowers.have at their disposal

g _resources .of other libraries, public, .university and private. A system

of Direct Access permits book borrowing, by .personal presentation of iibrary
E; cards at other |lbrzries In the County.., The Nassau Library System has .
ﬁ direct teletype comrmunication with the State Library at Albany .making Its

.-huge resources available to Plainodge patrons..

5)  COMANITY GROUPS

| Accordlng to the Plaincdge Publlc llbrury s Dlrecfory of Communlfy
‘Organlzaflonq, I973/74, fhcre are n*ne churches and femples servlng the :
people of Plaihedgo four P; ofesfanr, thrce Jewlsh: and fwo Cafhollc.
There are sev».al o.hor church denomlnaflona in rhe Immedlafe surroundlng areas;
slx clvic aseocia lone, owe vefer.m'e ouganlzatlon, end elghf ‘fraternal and |
rel igious organizations exist. [In zddition fo thirteen charlfable organ-
Izaficne; thare ere seven poliflcel grcups and fwo Senior Citizens clubs.
The eleven youfn groups Include Boy and Glrl Scou+s, Campflre Girlé 4-H

! . i

'Club Police Boys Club and Little League. "

6)  RZCREAT|ON TS Lo G
. iPlalnedge residents have convenient access. to recreational angd.educational
opportunities not only in Nassau-Suffolk but the grepter metropolitan region
as well. The-1,5%2 asre Buinpago State Park with. its:. ‘Ivo oglf courses, horse-
back: riding.and cther facilities is minutes away ang Jones Beach.and .Robert
Moses State Parks ore: readily accessible.: Bus service to Jones.Beach. is, pvall-

abje plong Hicksville Road In the summertime, ... . . 1 g

P . : . . . : P o . P ey
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BESY COPY AVAILABLE
Couaty parks lagated in East lMeadow (Eisenhower), Hicksvllle (Cantiague)

and Wontagh malntain summer playground programs. and offer extens!ive ri-
creational facllities. Golf can be played at Eisenhower Park and Cantiague
has a popular par-3 course as well as a driving range. Year-round ice
skating Is also avallabie at Cantiague. The County néu'opdfafes thirteen
parks, nlne:musoums, nature preserves, and other taci lities. Cantiague and
Wantagh also have Olympic-size swimming pools, and Wantagh has a' 136-berth
marina with launching ramp and tishing dock. The renowned County-operated

, Old Bethpage Rastoration is also located minutes away. The Nassau Vaterans
Memorial Coliseum, with a 16,500-seat arena and a 60,000-square-foot
exhibition hall, with a wide variety of sports and cultural programs, i3
not too far awﬁy. -

The Téwn ot Oyster Bay maintains many parks and playgrounds includ-
ing four Community Parks containing swimming pool complexes. Individus}
and faml ly memberships are available for swimming pool use, with fees
ranging from $33 fo 388; special reduced rates for Senior Citizens ($i5-
$20) apply. Organized reér;éilonal prograﬁs are held during the tirst six
weeks of the summer and free bus transportation is avallable for residents
of respective park districts:. Plainedge residents south of Boundary Avenue
live in the iiassapequa Park District, which operates the Marjorie R. Post
Park.on Merrick Road, Massapequa. Those north of Boundary Avenue live in
the Bethpage Park District. All Plainedge residents may use the John J.
Ourns Park on Merrick Road, iassapequa, or the Ellsworth W. Allen Park at
Heisser Lane and ilotor Avenue, Farmingdale.
The Cultural and Pertorming Arts Division of the Town of Oyster Bay ofters

8 variety of enrichment programs, such as cultural arts workshops, art exhibits
and lecture/demonstrations conducted at community centers throughout the Town,
and at the Plainedge Pubiic Library.

-7
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For the handicapped child and young adult, the Town also operates a
Group Activities Program for the Handicapped (GAP), which includes counsel
ing groups.

For the Senior Citizens, fhe Town operates 35 Senior Citizens Clubs,
two of which meet in the Plainedge area. These clubs present programs such
as arts and crafts oill painting, sculpture, sewing, bridge. golf and wood-
working. Information and referral services relating to social services are
also provided.

Two daily newspapers, Long Island Press and Newsday, serve the area;

all newspapers published in New York City are also available locally.

Three weekiies, The Massapequa Post, The Massapequan Ubserver arid the .

Bethpage Tribune, as well as a local Pennysaver, provide local coverage,
which Is also supplemented by several local radio stations and two TV statlions.

Channel 21 (Garden City) and Channel 67 (Patchogue). All metropolitan radlo

and TV stations broadcasting from New York City can be received in the orea.
Three movie theatres are located within the comunity with many more within

easy distance by car.

7) OTHER WUNICIPAL AND GOVERMMENTAL SERVICES AND POLITICAL BOUNDARIES.

- G = Geamm, s @ v

Fire services are pro&lded by two volunteer tax-supported departments.
The area south of Boundary Avenue is served by the iorth iassapequa Fire
Uepartment with one firehouse on Hicksville Road and one on Broadway,
the area north of Boundary Avenue is served by the Bethpage Fire Depariment.
Postal services are divided among four different Post Offices.
The area north of Boundary Avenue Is served by the Bethpage Post Office
fll7l4). The srea south of Boundary Avenue and east of Hicksvilie Road Is
served by the Massapequa Post Office (11758). The area west of Hicksvilile
Road and south of Gloria Road is served by the Seaford Post Office (11783).




BESY COPY AVAILAb,

A.small soctor East of the Seaford-Oyster Bay Expressway between Boundary
Avenue and Hempstead Turnpike is served by the Farmingdaie Post Office (11735).

There are two hospitals within the Community. Mid=-Island General Hospital,
a proprletar; institution with 219 beds and an emergency room is located on
Hompstead Turnpike just west of the Seaford-Oyster Bay Expressway. Massapequa
General Hospital, a proprietary facility with 122 beds, located on Hicksville
Road near the Midlawn Shopring Center:is the only osteopathic hospital on-
Long Island.

A nonprofit mental “ealih center is located on chksville Road and
Hempsfeaq Turnp!ke. $ervices are avallable o low and mlddie lnéome faﬁillé§
with fees charged in accordénce wifh.abilify to pay.

Representatives of thae ilassau County Office of Consﬁher Affalrs arei
at the Library each Tuesday froﬁ 10 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. to accept consumer.
complaints and offer advice.

A wide variety of social services are avaliable to Plainedge residents
from County, Town, and voiunfarv agencies; Appropriate referrals can be
madéwfhrough the Plainedge Public Library's Information and Referral Service,
operated in conjunction with the Nassau County Deparfment’of Health and the
Nassau Library System..

Plainedge is located within two Assembiy Districts: the 10th (north
of Hempstead Turnpike), and the |Ith (south of Hempstead Turnpike). It is

in the 5th Senatorial D.strict and the 3rd Congressional District.

BUSINESS
Plalnedge is essentially a communifY of 6,150 one-famfly rosldences and a
small Town-sponsored apartment-type development for senior citizens on

Hicksville Road. Within the district there are several shopping centers,

B
8




containing various retail businesses, such 'as a retail pbulfry'bdfle¥ 5
motel, supermarkefs, pharmacies, dry-cleaning establishments, barber shops,
luncheonettes, restaurants, bars, bakeries, discount stores, an amﬁsemenf
park, etc. These are located ajong Hempstead Turnpike and down Hicksville
Road.

There are five commercial banks and two savings banks located within
the communtfyz Chamicai, First National City, Frankiin National, Hempstead,

Security National, Seaman's Bank for Savings, and the United iutual Savings

Bank.
9) TAX RATE AND VALUATION
The total assessed valuation of the district for 1974/75 is $41,041,145.
the current State equalization rate is 198, The school tax rate
for 1974/75 is $16.44 and the Library'rafe is .809. per 3100 assessed valua-
tion. Other County, Town and special district rates are:
' SPECIAL DISTRICTS and SUMMARY
of the VARIOUS TAX RATES of the TOWN OF OYSTER BAY
_’ for the TAX LEVY of 1974 =~
Tax Biltl Rate per $100
Code No. Assessea Valuation
Nassau County 3.569
Nassau Community Col lege 196"
General Town 616
Building, Zoning and Memorial Day | - .072
Highway
Nassau County Police : 2.360
Bethpage Water Listrict .245
South Farmingdale Water District 250
Public Parking District - Unincorporated 173
Lighting District ' . 162
Nassau County Sawage Disposal District #3 €44
Garbage District #I : ' 1.128
Park District - Bethpage o .410
Rark District - Massapequa .454
Fire District - Bethpage .450
Fire District - North ilassapequa 577
Orainage District - Unincorporated +255

- |0 -

]
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There Is virtually no industrial and very |ittle nonresidential developnent
(except hempstead Turnpike and small portions of Jerusalem Avenue anq Hicksvil le
itoad) to nelp support the school tax base, with the result that the school Tcx'
rate is one ot the highest in the Town. woreover, the potential for further
devel&pmenf is so minimal that there is little prospect that a substantial re-
cuction in the school tax rate can be anticipated. Town and County tax rates

can be considered moderate.

10)  TRANSPORTATION, UTILITIES AND OTHER SERVICES

P e T L

Rail transportation is provided by the Long Island Rail Road (vMetropolitan

Transportation Authority) with nearby stations at rassapequa and Bethpage.

There are no rail spurs in the Community. A parking permit for the stations
may be obtained at the TOBAY Town Clerk for a 51.00 fee.

Main thoroughfares are Hempstead Turnpike (east-west), Hicksville Road
(Route 107, north south), Southern State Parkway (easféwésf), and Seaford-
Uyster Bay Expressway (Route 135, north-south). The latter connects with the
long Island Expressway and the Northern State Parkway. Access to the community
on Southern State Parkway is at Exit 29 (Hicksville Road), and on the Seaford-
Uyster Bay Expressway at Hicksville Road (Route 107), and Boundary Avenue.

Since June 1973, the itetropolitan Suburban Bus Authority ( a subsidiary
of the metropolitan Transportation Authority) has been providing a single,
coordinated bus system for the entire County. Four bus routes traverse
Plainedge with connections with the railroad and several large shopping

complexes. There is a summer schedule of bus service to Jones teach along

Hicksvi | le Road.
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" Gas and electric service are supplied by the Long Island Lighting

" Company. N. Y. Telephone, & unit of the Bell System, provides ?elephoné

services. Water is supplied by the South Farmingdale Water District south

of Boundary Avenus. and by fhe Bethpage Water District north of Boundary

P

Avenue.

Plalne&Qelfs parf Bf Nassau County's Sewer Dls?rlcf'Number 3, comprising

an area of 105 square miles. Construction is now in progress and will take

many years to complete. Presently, disposal is accomplished by the use of

.septic tanrks and cesspocis. Sewer trunk lines are presently being Installed

along Hicksville Road and Boundary Avenue.

Road malntenance and refuse disposal are provided by the Town of Oysior Bay.

Police services are provided by the County: tha.8th Precinct, with headquarters

on Wantagh Avenue Levittown, ~:vers the arca to Southern State Parkway, and

the 7th Precinct, with headquarters on Merrick Road, Seaford, covers the rest

of Plainedge.




