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A major portion of the experiment described in this

raper involved two classes which were taught with the basal reader
~jone and one class vhich was taught with a basal reader and
story-related films. A secondary portion of the expe¢riment involved
+he w32 of non-story-related films with a third group of students as
a pnositive reinforceaent for good performance in daily reading
exercises and good classroom behavior. The experiment lasted one
school year. The eighth grade subjects were pretected and posttested
with the Gates-MacGinitie Survey E, forms 1 and 3. Siunce the material
in the basal reader did not £ill the entire school year,
suppleamentary materials were used to avoid decreasing the length of
the experiment. The examination of possible difference between
pretest scores and posttest scores indicated no significant
difference in favor of any of the three groups in vocabulary or
comprehension. However, students in all three groups gained an
average of one and one-half years in reading comprehension. (WR)
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The exDo3ure 0f students o all Fforms of media is a Zacet oI our
SrESent Gay cuiture. miis ready availability £ media suggests taac
ccme “orms of media may be uselul aids in the teaching of Gevelco-
~encal reading. Tihis writer considered the possibilitcy oi the usc of
a story-related film with a vasal reader in order to increase stucant
iazerest. Since it was taen difficult to find a valid anc reiiadie
2chod 0F measuring tae level of student interestc, the areas whica

=aig writer &id measure were those of vocabulary and reading compre<

nension.

Tne experiential backgr?und is one of the crucial factors it the
srocess of learning to read. T¢ is Gifficult to provide these nLeces-—
sary experiences for a large group of children. The problem is furtaer
cornounded when the children have a wide range of ability levels aad
«nc children have reached juaior high school age. O'Annunzio? had a
great Gods 0L success with an experience based program whicihh empaa-

" .

s:zed out O0f classroom experiences that were designed to shore up o
czoeriential weaknesses of «he students. However, +iiis program Wa
veroy costly. One migat asx the question ac to whotliier actual oxpoer=
lencen wle absolutely necelsaxy. Ccould a vigarious experience Lo
substituted for the actual experience? IPurthermore, could this vigcar-
icus exnerience be pxevided on Film? Rescarch suggests that suca an
saca »u feaninle.

)

carning occurred when pooks and films were used toget
iz the reader will accept the premises that a high per
b e

n

(ANe
th
t

w:ight3 founéG that there was a negative corzelation between a-
telligence and the exposure to television, films ana comic DLOOKS.
Seernars further found that children Zrom lower socio-economic levels
were not deprived of access to such media. Hoban® found that increased

c

-
" wigh scihool developmental reading students scorc ¢
~n~e meGian on current neasures of intelligence, have had a high degree
' s +o0 television, £ilms, and comic books, and increasea amount
occur when films are used in conjunction with books o !
’

sucn an idea does have a high degree of mexit.

’ ' . - - -
~wayvne Otto anad Richard A. McMeremy, Corrective and Remedias
maachiing (Boscon: HYoushton Mifilin Co., 1566) pp. 23l=334i.
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A najor portion of the experiment involved two classes which
were taught with the »asal reader qloﬂe and one class which was
taught with a basal reader and story-related films. The basal
reader which was us2d was Reading for Significance published by the
American Boox Compaiuy. A secondary porticn of the experiment in-
volved the use of non-story-related films with a third group ol
students as a wositive reinforcement for good performance in daily
reading exercises. and good classroom behavior. The experiment
lasted one school year. Because it was logistically impossible
to randomly assign the students tc the thiree groups, it was neces-
sarv to use a statistical technigue which would control any possisie
effects 0f a variable such as IQ upon the pre-test and post-test
scores. The analysis of covariance technique was useé for this
purpose.

The students were prestested and poste=tested witih the Gates-
MacGinitie Survey &, forms 1 and 3. Since the material ia the basail
reader itself éid not £fill the entire school vear, suppl: mencary
matorials were used rather than decrease the length of tne experiment.
waen possxale éifferences between pre-test scores anc post-test scores
were examined no statistically 51gn1L1cadt differences were Iound

waich favored any of the three groups in either vocabulary or coumpre=
nension.  lowever, students in all three groups gained an nvcru,g oL
fiv ot One=ial §oyvears an reading compreheansion. Favther reseaineh
Wil LnVoLwvens Vi use ob storye=related Liloes o creading x....L.‘mAwn
could cxamince tace clliccts of story -related films when boys arg -om-=
nared with glrWS, when students of different socio-economic levels
are compared, and when student attitudes are examined rather than
vocabulary and reading comprehension.

- ora - -

951in W. Leavell and Alex M. Caughran, Reading for Significaice
(New York: American Book Company, 1959).
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