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ABSTRACT

PROBLEM

A need existed in the Commonwealth of Massachusetis for the formation
of a central office or clearing house for tho receipt and exchange of
ideas and information that would assist school persomnel to understand
the chan:es being sought by youth in the 09mom¢oalth relative to the
rights and responsibilities of young people,

The purpose of this study is to show the reactions occurring
within public school districts in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
relative to the objectives sought by the youth of this state,

These ohjectives are:

1, To eliminate the alicnation which presently exists
between adults and young people,

2, To seck out innovative methods and a means of
instituting a joint effort of experiences which would
Jead toward a better urnderstanding of the needs of
young people in todayt!s society.

3. To generate in young adults an awareness of the
complexities of an adult society,

lk, To generate in adults a sense of respect for the
talents and energy of young people,

5. To work jointly toward building a bhettor and stronger

educational comrnunity,
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PROCEDURE

Two hundred and thirty school board chairmen, superintendents,
and principals were issued questionnaires pertaining to the rights
and responsibilities movement, These educators and managors ropresented
the bulk of the hi h school communities throughout the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts,

School board chairmen, superintendents, and principals were asked
through those questionnaires how they felt toward the youth movement
in its attempt to share in the educational process through involvement
at the high school level. Many of the Questions asked originated from

& document on the Humanization Guidelines for Education prepared by the

Youth Advisory Council of Massachusetts, The remaining questions dealt
with the rights and responsibilities movement and its effect on the
various individuals polled relating to their area of governance, Subjects
covered ranged from the communication gap existing between students and
-adults to sensitivity training for young people and the school faculties
throughout the Commornwealth, as well as shared responsibilities in the
operation of the school and the tenure question of teachers and
administrators, A tabulation of responses is shevm for each part of the

questionnaire and a comparison of all responses is also shown,

RESULTS

The findings of the study indicate that the school board chairmen,
superintendents, and principals of the school systems of Massachusetts
are indeed concerned with the future course ef cducation and the
students! role in shaping a rolevant and sound education for +he

huidreds of thousands of jouns people who will experience the challenge



of high school life in the years ahecad. The results of the questionnaire
point out the need of all our high schools to dovelop programs for the
terminal student and to upgrade the present curriculum in order to make

. learning relevant to today's youth, in today's soclety, The respondents
indicated their willingness to liston to the desires of youth and attempt
to implement reasonable and rutuvally agreed-upon programs that will

help students to relate to today's world,

CONCLUSICNS

The study revealed that school board chairmen, superintendents,
and principals are providing the youth of Massachusetts a mesns for
shared experiences in education through participation of representatives
on school committees, involvement with the high school curriew]um, and
the formation of student-faculty councils which acu as a sounding
_board between the students and a schcol's administration, These
overseors of education are recvognizing that the youth of this
Cormonvealth are creative and have a great deal to contribute to the
educational process, They are cautiously attempting to brldge the
generation gap in order that a better and stronger educational system
can bo realized.

DPLICATICNS

The findings of this study indicate that high school students in
the public schools of lMassachusetts are becoming more involved each
year in their own education, It appears that what we must do in the
field of education is to recoznize the fact that many young people have

a groat deal to contribute to the cducational process, ‘e must realize



that the youth of Massachusetts are much brighter and have much more to
contribute to society than their counterparts twenty years ago, We
mt. therefore, involve the youth of this Commonwealth to a greater
degree in determining their future if we are to improve education and
if we are to discover new techniques in tra:ming young people to take
their places in scciety,
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CHAPTER 1
THE STUDY: ITS PURPOSE AND JUSTIFICATION

One of the major forces arffecting education in our nation is
student activism, For tho past few years each state in the country
has experienced a wave of activism which has influenced both students
and teachers alike, Indeed, students are advocating a most dynamic
goncept which is a more active and meaningful role in the process of
education. Throughout the Commonwealth of Massachusetts and in our
nation, ways and means are being sought to discover how the student
climate can be improved through increased attention to student
development. These methods center about the inclusion of students
in the decision-making process and the involvement ofAstudents as

producers of educational programs and services.l

Statement of the Problem, Several preliminary efforts to
accommodate student activists were produced in recent years, In
1969, the Comaissioner of Education in the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts, Dr, Neil V, Sullivan, created & Youth Advisory
Council composed of about f%;ty students from public and non-public

schools throughcut the Commonwealth to meet with him and advise Lhe

1Donald G. Ferguson, "Student Involvement: A Working Paper,"
Eric Reports, (Bothesda, raryland: Leasco Information Pwoducts
Incorporated, February, 1971), ppe 1-10,
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Chief State Officer as to their cducatioral needs and concems.2

This study of studznt rights and respens*%hilities in the Commonwealth

of Massachusetts rus designed to help others to pain a clearer view of the
attitudes and reacticns of school personnel within owr state towards the
rights movemert,

Before Dr. Suliivan, students did nct have an cutlet through which they
could make sugrestions and voice cpinions, Now, however, through the
creation of the Youth Advisory Counecil, under the Pureau of Civiec Zducation,
a clearing house hac teen estzblished whore students are able to dicseminate
their ideas thiouzhout the Commonwealth, Unis elearing houso meets many of
the nends, on 2 preliminary level, for the exchanges of inforration and
ideas wnich would 2ssist scheool porsomnel to understand the changes teing
sought by youth.3

Several other studies have been made to dotermine the general opinion
. of students and educators of thoir ovn roles in ths dreision-makineg process
of sctools, In a study conducted in the 1970's by the Centor for Research and
Education in American Liberties at Colurbia University, they found that
students were demanding participation in deecision-making in their sehools
thai were studied, They were asking to be allowed to do what citizens do

in a democratic goverrment, to organize and develop the rules they live by.u

”~

“The Commissioner of Fducation's Youth Advisory Councdl, Citizenshin
In Action Provr-m, (Zosten, lassachusetts: Dopartrent of Bduestisa
Publication, vanmary 5, 1971), pp. 1=3.

Rone Jao Eouchard Jr.. Tha lavalaresnt af p @ivdonéoQangins Contom: A

Prolimiv-pv Doeeen, (Bosten, assachusetts: l'opartment of sducation
Publicatiion, dwly, 1971}, pp. 1-2, .

I‘Arlcne idaberis, "ihat Do Students Feally tent," Tedzv!s Fduecation,
Vol, 60 {’pril, 1U33%}, Be 57




Again, the trend of youth-wanted participation and utilization of
school authority is well-known, According to the Department of Educatdon
study, the problems in Massachusetts appear to be the alionation of youth
from the adult world of decision-making, the lack of shared exporiences
and understanding between the generations, and the lack of understanding
by adults of the vigor and creativity of youth.5

This trief summary of developments in Massachusetts has revealed
that the student rights and responsibilities movement has already had
an effect upon public education. However, while there is action among
the upper echelon of the State Board of Education, what would seem to be
very much needed is direct action where it counts-on the school. board
and the principal lcvsl, Action at this level would be more directly
translated into action upon the students, allowing them to direct much of

the focus upon' their own aducation,

Purpose cf the Study, The purpose of this study concerns administrators
and school~board members; and its focus is to what lengths, ii any, are
administrators ar.:d school=board members willing to go to satisfy a concerned,
rostless youth in a changing soclety and further to adequately assess the
impact and relevance of the youth movement in this Cormorwealth,

Source of the Study, Professional magazines have included articles
relative to the student movement on rights and responsibilities in the
Unitod States and some philosophic texts havs been written relative to
the now goncration of students, Little has been written, however, about

the student!s right to participate in his school's decision-making process,

SBouchard, Pe 2e
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With the advent of a new Commissioner of Education in Magsachusetts,
a man who is receptive to the questioning of young people, youth have
gained an opportunity to show the people of the Cormomwealth that they wish
to express thelr feelings about o;‘mc:a.‘l’.:l.on.6
The Youth Advisory Council has ontlined five objectives to be pursued
throughout the Cormomwealth of Massachusetts, These abjectives are:
1, To involve young people and adults in a joint
investigation of the factors vhich tend to
elienate thenm,
2, To promote the respect and understanding between
the generations needed to overcome these
obstacles through a variety of innovative
procedures and shared experiences,

3. To generate in adolescents an awareness of the
complexities of an adult society,

4, To generate in adults a sense of respect for
adolescent vigor and creativity,

5.' To lay the foundation for a partnership of the
two generations for purposes of building a
better educational community,’
As a result of these objectives, art_.icles have been written for the
- Youth Advisory Council in the State Department of Education as well as
the "Preamble!" guidelines and the "General and Specific Goals"8 of the

Youth Council which provide information on the effect of the youth movement

_ 6The Cormissioner of Education's Youth Advisory Council, Guidelines
for Student Rizhts and Respersibilities, (Boston. Massachusetts. Lepartment
of Education Publication, April, 1971), Pe le

7Bouchard. PPe 2=3,

8The Cormissioner of Educationt!s Youth Advisory Council, Humanization
Guidelines feor Education, (Boston, Massachusotts, Dopartment of Education
Publication, ray, 1971), ppe 1=10,




in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.’

Justification, According to Guidelines for Student Rishts and
Responsibilities, there is an indication that the Massachusetts Association
of Secondary School Principals is responding to Dr, Neil V, Sullivan's
documant:1°

On November 9, 197, the Massachusetts Secondary School Principals?
Assoclation issued a position paper dealing with this youth movement, It
was distributed to all the high schools in the Cormonwealth of Massachusetts.
Its purpose was to offer an addenda to most of the proposals made by the
Touth Advisory Council in order that high school committee members in all
towns would be provided with added confidence in and potential for the
speedy dovelopment toward implementation of student rights and
responsil.:ﬂities.n

' Elizabeth Koontz has indicated that there is a movement toiwards
student rights taking place in this country to the point where its
ramifications wiI'l be far reaching and future history will be changed.m

This movement, as noted by Mrs, Koontz, should have ramifications
for those people primarily responsible for the utilization of student

activities, Principals and other educators, who comprise the immediate

9The Commissioner of Education's Youth Advisory Council, Guidelinss
for Student Rights and Responsibilities, pe 2.

lODr. Neil Y, Sullivan, Guidelines fer Student Rights and Responsibilities,
(Boston, Massachusetts: Department of Education publication, Marech, 1971),
PpPe 1-~5,

n}'.assachusetts Secondary School Principals?! Association, Student Rights
and Responsibilitiess A Postion Faper, (Boston, Massachusetis Secondary
School Principals' Association Publication, November, 1971), pp. 5-5.

Rmzabeth Duncan Yoontz, "New Priorities and 0ld Prejudices," Today!s
Education, Vol, 60 (larch, 1971), pp. 25-26,



6
ruling force of our Commonwealth®s schools, should be the ones that are
the most fully aware of this upsurge of student interest. Student interest
in their own education is an acknowledged fact, and the scope of this study
is to see how well, and to what extent, the principals and other primary

edueatorq of our Commonwealth have recognized this force.

Scope of the Study. There are 39% school districts in the Commonwealth
of Massachusetts, Of this number, 181 encompass grades one through twelve,
There are twenty-nine regional distriets with grades seven through fwelve.
eleven with grades nine through twelve and nine with grades one through
twelvo.13

This study concerns itself with those public schoul districts shich
encompass a high school complex, In view of the above, the_study involved
230 board chairmen, superintendents, and principals of these districts.
Thus the research population consisted of 690 "self-selected respondents,"
who were concerned with education. A total of eighty-eight school board
chairmen, 108 superintendents and 102 prineipals replied to the
questionnaire which represents a 43,17 return of those educators who

Were sampled,

Assumptions, It is assumed that there is & diversity of thougnt
and opinion regarding the best method which may be utilized to provide
& meaningful environment for learning for the thousands of students who
will pass through our educational institutions in the years ahead. The
following assumptions were made in connection with this study:

1. High school students need and want meaningful
change to transpire in our socioty,

13899 Appendix C, p, 129,
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The Commissioner of Education and his staff are
recoeptive to the youth movement in ths Commonwsalih
of Massachusetts,

Very little material has heen published relating to
the rights and responsibilities movement in the
Commonwealth of lassachusetts,

The rights and responsibilities movement is in its
early stages in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts,

The questionnaire is a valid tool to measure an
individualts attitude and opinions towards student
rights and responsibilities, '



CEAPTER II
LITZRATURE AND RELATED RESEARCH

" An investigation of the literature on the student rights and
responsibilities movement in this country and the Commonwealth of
Massachusotts revaals that there have been many articles and court
decisions relative to what can or cannot be done by both the studont
and school administrators in the exercise of rights. However, despite
this wealth of information, nothing has been written relative to the
moveront!s effect on the schools of lassachusetts, A study of the
literature and laws therefore serves to substantiate the fact that
an in-dopth examination of the movement on rights and responsibilities
is a worthwhile project,

Student Rirhts and the Iaw, On June 13, 1866 the Fourteenth

. Amendment was proposed by resoclution to the Congress of the United

States, 1%

This amendment, perhaps above any others, has proved to
be most helpful to the youth movement in this country., Based upon
this amendment, specifically Seetion I, students elaim that thoy

have been denied rights which were provided them in the first ten

luzbg_p%clnratioq,gg'Indonendenca and the Constitution of the
United Statns of America, (wWashinmton, De Ce: Government Printine
Cffice, QUth Congress, 2nd Session, House Document No, 268, 1068),

) TN
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amondments to the Constitution of the United States.ls

It is simnificant that tho First Amendment (made applicable to
the states by the Fourteenth Amendment) forbids Congress to enact any
law.raspecting the establishment of religion or prohibiting the free
exercise of religion and also guarantees the rights of free speech,

assembly and petition.16

The Fifth Amendment guarantees among other
things that an individual shall not be deprived of life, liberty or
property without due process of law.l7 The Tonth Amendme::? is significant
in that any powers not Specified by the United States Constitution nor
prehibited by it to the states are therefore reserved for the state or
to the people.18

Many people in this country who arzue their cases for tho rights
and responsibilities of students relative to their role in education
havs relied upon these amendments, Courts havo rendered decisions

_ applying these amondments to problems that have their origins in
the every day administration of schools.19 As a result of these court

decisions, students no longer view education as an opportunity which

few in the world possess, but rather view the scheool as meraly an

150. A, liollister and P, Re Leigh, "The Constitutional Rights
of Public School Students," Bulletin, Vol, 1% (Oreson Sshool Study
Council, Collere of Zducation, tniversity of Cregon at Zugene,
Orezon, February, 1571), pp. 1-4,

16constitution, p. 3l

17Constitution. Pe 31,

IGConstitutigg, Pe 32,

19Lee 0, Garbor, "20 Years in Retrospect," Nationt's Schools,
Vol, 88 (Doccmber, 1971), pr. 54=55,
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oppressive force which deprives them of their freedom.2°

Although there are many court dscisions dealing with the freedom
of youth, one stands out as most significant in the rights movement
and that is the Gault decision in Arizona in 1967, This resulted in
the most far-reaching change in the juvenile ccourt movement in its sixty-
eight year history, Gerald Gault, an Arizona Juvenile, had been
committed to the industrial school under the Juvenile code of Arizona,
No appeal was permitted under the Arizona Juvenile code, This code
was held to violate the due process clause of the Fourteenth Amendment
to the Constitution of the United States for failing to provide
adequately for notice of hearings, right to counzil, right of
confrontation and cress-examination of witnesses, and the exercise of
privilege against selr-incrimination.21 "The In Re Gault decision
set the stage throughout this country for students to seek rights which
they believed they were entitled to have,"22

Massachusetts is no excoption when it comes to the rights movement
of young adults, Beginning with the dress code in all schools, students
were successful in considerably modifying established dress codes

2040114 s ter and leigh, p. 1,

2lChestor Nolte, Guide to School law, (West Nyack, New York:
Parher), Pe 72e

22John Mo Shaw, Professor, Lecturer on lezal Aspects of School
Adninistration, Ed, 569G, Bridrewater State College, Bridrowater,
Massachusetts, Notes teken by John J. Hrinko, February 10, 1970,

— e -




throughout the Cormonwealth, This success in modification came in the

of the school committoe in Attleboro, Massachusetts, in 1965, The case
in point was Leonard v, The School Committee of Attleboro 202 N, E. 2d,
468 Mass, 1965, The question was whether the restrictive rule on haimrcuts
infringed on parents! rights to govern the appearance of their childron,
The court at that ruling, however, upheld the sehool board policy in
stating in part that, "“The rights of other students and the interest of
teachers, administrators, and the community at large in a well-run and
efficient school cystenm are paramount."23

Cases, however, that aroso relative to a student!s hair or beard
after the Gault decision favored students over the ruling body of
school comnittees and the school administration, A case in point is
the Civil Action No, CA 70W in which Stephea Benjamin, a minor, souzht
relief from the imposition of hair regulations enforced by the policy
of the Whitman-Hanson Regional School Cormittoe of Whitman, Massachusetts,Z
Judge Wyzanski ruled in favor of student rights in the case of hair,

234, Chestor Nolte, Scheol Jaw in Actient 10) ¥ov Decisions

with Guidelines for Ichool Adninistmatows, (Jdest ilyack, hew York:
Parker rublishing Comnzny Ince, 1974/, De 125

2, 4, Wyzanski, Finml Judranent, "Civil Action No, 70-4,"
](.Unii)‘.ed States District Court, uvistrict of lassachusetts, June 16,
970).




citing the Richards v. Thurston cases in Hassachuettsezs In that
decision, in which relief was sought throuzh bypassing the state courts,
Judge Wyzanski indicated that the right to wear one's hair as he pleases
is, in a sense, a freedom of expression which cannot be denied since it
helps memhers of the younger generation to relate to their owm peer group,
Such identification in turn gives them an opportunity to reject the
customs and values of some of the older gencration, their right ﬁnder
the Constitution of the United States,2®

There have been many landmark cases throughout the recent history
of this country in which students have asserted their rights under the
Constitution, The Supreme Court was specific in its decision of
Tinker v, Des Moines Committee School District.27 The student is a
“person" as defined by the Constitution and being such, he possesses
fundamental rights which the suwate, including boards of education,
must respect.28 The Tinker case is a landmark case which challences

the enforcement of a regulation prohibiting the wearing of black

25¢, J, Wyzanski, Chief Judge, "Third Suvpplementary Opinion,"
Richards v, Thurston, CA Mo 69-G93, (United States Distriet Court,
District of rMassachusetts, October 6, 1969), pe l.

26wyzanski. "Third Supplementary Opinion," Richards v, Thurston, p. 1.

27)%adeline Remmlein and Martha vare, School Law, "Contrel of
Pupil Conduct," Tinker v, Des iloines Indepenaent Commmnity School
District et al, 393 U, S, 503 (1969), (Lanville, I1linois: Interstate
Printers and Publishers Incorporated, 1970), pp. 312-317,

281011ister and Loigh, pe 1.
\.
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arrbands in a publie school.29 A group of students was reprimanded for
wearing armbands in protest of the Viet Nam War, The rights of students
were upheld by balancing the right of symbolic speech by students with
the responsibility of school authorities to promulcate and enforce
reasonzble rules and regulations as long as the education of all the
students is not materially disrupted.J® The United States Supreme
Court held in the Tinker case that, "The wearing of armbands by students
was symbolic speech akin to !pure speech! and therefore must be
proteoted."31

Decisions of this nature in the United States have given students
the ammuniticn to press for their rights in many other aspects of
school life in the publie schools throughout this nation and in the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts,

Petitions have been heard in courts throughout the country
dealing with froedom of expression, personal appearance, codes of
behavior, student government, the student press, the right of
petition, and drugs.32 All of these arcas have been challenged by
students in their pursuit of rights within the educationzl system,

Z9Molte, School Law in Action, pp. 63-64,

3°Rermnlein and Yare, p. 317.

NNolte, Scheol Law in Action, p, 64,

3ZRovert W, Ackerly, The Peasemable Evercise of Authorit
(Washington, De Ce: National Associaticn of Secondary School
Prineipals, 1959), ppe 7~19
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In view of the muititude of court decisions rczlative to the
petitions mentioncd, the Nationzl Associaticrn of Secondary School

Priricipals was encouraged to issue 2 becklet entitled, The Reasomable

2xercisa oi Authoritr, Owen B, Xiernan, a former Commissioner of
Education in rassachusetts and now Ixecutive Secretary of the National
Association of Secondary School Principals, stated in the foreword that,
"since we recognize the fact that courts adapt to changing conditions,
it is imporative that adminiztrators of public systems be kept up to
date on pertinont dscisions from all courts up to and including the
Urited States Supreme Court, n33

The Naticial Association of Sscondary School Prineipals has rmade
school authoritics aware that student populations throushout this
country have bocome elements which must be dealt with when planning
tho total educationzl operation of the school, Sk In their bulletin
amouncing the 1972 convention in Anzheim, California, the theme of which
will be "Tho jow World of Sducation," U, Hobart i4llsaps, Prosident, hes
stated that, "Ou» plans and our programs reflect o concerned orsanization
now rotivated, not by thoughts ol its own preservation, but by the sure
knowledse that only throush incercasing educational opportunities for all
youth and throvzh improving our schools at all lovels can we find hove

for tonmorrow,. n35

33Acker1y. Pe Ve
3L"Ackcrly, PO, 1-~7.
354, lobart Millsaps, The IASSP Convsntion Dvilotin, Vol. 56

(“ashinzton, D. C.: Natiomal Association of Seconcary School Principals,
1971), p. 1.
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Improvement, according to the vouth of Massachusetts. means
involvement, and this is the goal toward which the youth movement is
moving in secking to become a functioning part of the educational
sysiem.36 The editors of School Management said, "Today when a student
says 'you can't do that to me, I've got my rights, . « .! be careful,
Ho does have his rights, He probably knows exactly what they are, and
if you infringe on them, he'll more than likely haul you into court."37
It is important that administrators and school personnel understand the
law as it applies to student rights and responsibilities.38

The Responsibility Factor, There have been many articles written

sbout student rights and very few on the second half of the balancing
scale which the Massachusetts Secondary School Principals Association
has referred to as responsibility,

The ultimate gain to be achieved from the rights and
responsibility movement would appear to be the improvement of
education, It is essential that people be involved in the decisione
making process that will ultimately and importantly affect their lives.
People, including students, would naturally be more loyal to policios
and processes which they had important responsibility in determining.39

368@_11\/&), Guidelinas, pe Se

37"Student Dissenters and the law," School Manarement, Vol, 12,
(November, 1968), p. 60,

38"Student Dissenters and the law," p, 61,

39Bernnrd YcKenna, "Studant Unrest: Some Causes and Cures,"
The MASSP Zulletin, Vol. 535, (February, 1971), pe 57.
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In August of 1969. the Montgomery County Board of Education in
Rcokville, Maryland adopted a policy toward student involvement in the
educational process of its school system, It stated that one of the goals
of school systems throughout the United States is the development in
students of an appreciation of the democratic way of Zife.uo Many
factors must be considered such as age, maturity and standards of a
corrunity before students are given the privilege of exercising rights in
the schoonl setting, The board, however, stated that, "The mature exercise
of rights and privileges demands the oxercise by adults and students alike
of the concomitant responsibility to respect the rights of others and to
respect legally con-tituted authority."ul |
The Evanston Township High School in Illinois, in its policy on
st dent expression, has placed the responsibility for student i.wvolvement
in the laps of the students thomselves, indicatin; that if they wish
to be granted rights within the educational system then they also in
turn must accept the responsibility of their actions and contributions.uz
In Portland, Oregon the school board, in its policy, stated that,

Student government shall be So organized as to provide constructive

participation of students in those school matters for which they can

hOP. Paul Price, e* al, Student Activism: A4 Foe Committee Report,

(New Jersoy: New Jersey State Federation of District Boards of
Education at Treanton, January, 1970), p. 27.

ulPrice. ot al, p., 28,

uzPrice. et 21, pp. 33-37.
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reasonably be expected to assume res;pcms.’1..b.’1.1:|.ty."“’3

Responcibility has been defined by Carl J, Dolce as the, "freedom
to expericnco consequonces of actions."uu The implication appears to
be fhai drastic changes must come about relative to the old dnctrine of
in loco perentis if students are going it be allowed rights in their
educational development,

On November 9, 1971, the Massachusetts Secondary School Principals?
Association issued a position paper on Student Rights and Responsibilities

which in essence criticized the Comnissioner of Education in Massachusetts,

Dr, Neil V, Sullivan, for his published document, entitled Guidelines

fer Studont Ri ‘its end Resvomsibilities, for its lack of emphasis on the

responsibility side of the'ledgor.uS

In March of 1971, the Commissicner of Educaticn in Massachusetts
issued a document on student rights and responsibilities which was to
serve as a guideline for school committees throughout the state of
Massachusetts in formulating their proposals which would involve

aBPrice. ot al, p. 43,

uuCarl Jo Dolee, "A Sensible Assessment of Student Rights and
Rosponsibilities," (A paper presented at the 101 meeting of the
American Associaticn of School Administraters anmmual convention,
Atlantic City, New Jersey, February 2024, 1971), Pe.9.

“5Eassachusetts Association of Secondary School Prineipals, A
Position Prrer on Student Rishts and Resoonsibilities, (Boston,
Massachusetts, lovember 9, 1971), pp. 1-13,




18
students in aress such as school governance, curriculum development,
extra=curricular activities, and the utilization of the existing local
school pll.mx'c..“6 A report was to be returned to the office of Rene J,
Bouchard, Director of the Bureau of Civic Education in th« State Department
of Edvecation, by the 15th of November 1971, As time passed and the
secondary school principals of Massachusetts had an opportunity to digest
the document on student rights and responsibilities, a confliet arose
which was pointed ocut by the Secondary Schoo) iincipalst Association in
their working paper. They indicated {hat their chief concern was the fact
that only one sentence in the entire document issued by the Commissioner!s
office so mush as referred to responsibilities.u? Trey further stated
that, #It is fundamental that people of any age, &nd perhaps especially the
young, must be advised that when they are to be accorded Rirhts they

necessarily assume Responcibilities which are the bulwark of 21l Rights."ue

The Boston Globe indicated on November 10 that the Secondary School
Principals? Association voted a sharply conservative statement of
disagrecment with the guidelines on student rights and resporsibilities
stressing the authority of administrators and the responsibility of
stndonts.ug

u6$ullivan, Guidelines, pe. 8.

47principalst, A Position Paper, pe 2.
48ppincipals?, A Position Paper, pe 2.

491115am A, Henry, "Principals Attack State's Student Guidelines,"
The Bostion Globe, (Novembor 10, 1971), pe 29



In the Boston Herald Traveler an editorial by Murial Cohen stated

that prineipals from across the state took issue with the lack of
emphasis on responsibility as compared with the rights of students.5o
It would appear that a great deal of revision will have to be made in
state guidelines if the rights and responsibilities movement is to
succeed in the Commonwealth of Massachisetts,

Charles Reich suzgested that the members of the n:w generation nust
begin with the assumption of responsibility for themselves and their
community, He further stated, "Our young people must take another

step and assume responsibility for their parents, their college teachers,

their younger brothers and sisters and outward into society....."sl

In the study of the communication between students and
admiristrators, Stephen K, Bailey stated, 'that a community which does
not fecl it has effective ways to make use of the high stakes it has in
its school will surely treat that school in a negative way, and the
school will be generally an unhappy situation."52 It would appear that
the answer of discontented youth lies in the discovery of a means by
which the establishment of a proper balance between rights and

responsibilities within the school community can be best effected,

5oﬁurial Cohen, "State Principals Rap Students! Guidelines,"
The Boston terald Traveler, (November 10, 1971), Pe 3.

51Charles Reich, The Greening of Ameriea, (New York: Random
House, 1970), p. 298,

523tephcn K. Bailey, Disruption: In Urban Publiec Secendary
Schools, (Washington, D. Ce: Kational Association of Secondary School
Principals, November, 1970), p. 45,

19
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Cormunitios throushout the United States of America have responded
through their administrators to tho rights and responsibilitias movement
by allowing more student involvement., Arlene Richards in her article,
"Wh#t Do Students keally Want?," has stated that the high schools across
‘the country have suffered from tensions and unrést. She asked the
following questions:
1, What is wrong with education?

2, Why can't the students accept the schools
as they are?

3. How could the governance of the school
foster civic resnonsibility?

4, What can be done in ordor to make the
schools a better onvironment in order
to prepare involved, enorsetic citizens
of our Amoerican democracy?

5« Can our democracy withstand the
disruptions that students seem to be
involved with both in and out of school?l

6. Can the school system as we know it
survive through the seventies 193

These questions have been answered in part by various school districts
throughout this country that have adopted policies to invelve students
in the working process of education,

Reich indicated that the task of the new generation of

students is to see ths humanity in all men and to work for the romoval,

53prlene Rickards, "What Do Students Really Want?," Today's
Fdueation, Vol, 60 (April, 1971), pp. 57-58.
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the rebirth, the return to life, of all of society. Wrat the new
generation must do, "is to bridge the gap that separates parents frem
children, and the still greater gaps that separate worker from student,
white collar professional from those who are young and liberated. nSH This
re-birth, bridging of the gap, and involvement that is so desperately
sought by students throughout this nation had its beginnings at the grass
roots level of education which is the school environment,

Cne approach to more student involvement is the rap sessions
implemented by the Lyons Township High School in la Grange, Illinois,
The school board utilized this approach in order to give the students
of thelr district an opportunity to voice their opinions about the
school in general, drugs, teachers, the future course of education
and the over-al. attitude of the student body, 55 This type of 'Focus'56 |
session has helped school persomnel to zero in on the problems facing
the community relative to student »ights and responsibilities,
Administrators in la Grange indicated that it was an extremely
successful project and has holped both the student and school porsonnel
attain a bottor insight into the roles they will play in tomorrow's
world,

It has been pointed out within the Huminazation Guidelines for

Education issued by the Youth Advisory Council of Massachusetts that

HRotch, p. 297,

55Barbara Garber, "Don't Turn Up Ideology at Rap Classes in Your
High Schools,," Tho Ameriecan School Journal, Vol, 158, (February, 1971),
PP 29“300

58parbara Garber, p. 30,




there is a lack of an honest-feeling-level communication with people
vwhich they feel presently exists in the school systems of Massachusetts, 57
There are other groups within the United .States that hold to a
similar opinion. Recently, during 1969 and 1970, the .National Association
of Independent Schools held five conferences to which students and
school personnel were invited, These conferences were at first structured
but soon turned into rap sessions in which the problems of youth were
discussed openly by both the young people and the adultis in attendance,
These sessions grew from small group to large group encounters, They
wera designed to indicate how people can work together to make a more
humane schoo‘.l..58 The quostions discussed relative to rights and
responsibilities ranged from the question of what education is supposed
to do for the youth of this country to the question of isolation and
boredom.59 These conferencaes proved to be fruitful, since these who
participated brought back with them to their home schools a feoling
of partnership in a world previously ~losed to youthful ideas and
suggestions, A feeling of humanization, getting togethor to solve
problems about which thers was mutual concern, resulted from these

60

productive conferences,

577he Cormicsionor of Education's Youth Advisory Council, Humanization .
Guidelines for Zdusation, pe 1.

58David Fallery and Douglas H, Heath, Toward a More Human Scheel,
(Boston, M2ssachusetts: National Association of Independent Schools,
1970), rpe 4=8,

5%allery and Heath, pp. 16-=17,

6°b:allery and Heath, ppe 31-33,
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It is apparent that various approaches have been used in
attempting to seck out solutions to the restlessness of youth in
today's ébciety; Many areas of the country have afforded youth an
opp&rtunity to contribute both their energies and their talents toward
& more efficient operation of the school community, Student participation
is becoming a reality in places such as Teaneck, New Jersey, Akron, Ohio,
West Hartford, Connecticut, Evanstum, INlinois, and many other areas of
the country.él

In Teaneck, New Jersey, an organization of about 200 students formed
an activity known as "The Forum on American Problems Club" which was
designed by students especially to discuss controversial issues on student
rights and reSponsibilitios.62 Student participation was nearly one
hundred percent and it had the approwval of a forward-looking administration.63
It resulted in a clearer view of the student!s role in education,

Another such endeavor took place in August of 1969 when a

convention convened in Lincoln, Nebraska, titled "Student

61"Helping Students Discuss the Hot Topics," cd, Schosl Manarement,
Vol, 1z, (November, 1668), pp., 88-92; Beverly Gilford, "lio lore rires
in Our aastebaskets.“ Csheol faragement, Vol, 153, (July, 1971),
PPe F1=37; Velma A Adams, "In West Iartford It's The Kids That Count.™
Sghool Faracoment, Vol 15. Sszptembor, 1971), pre 19-25; "Cne School
Board's “Policy," ed. Szheol lManagement, Vol 13, (August, 1969),
PPe 4344,

62 “Helping Students," p, 88,
63ﬂﬂglping Studonts," p. 89,




Participation in Decision Making Conference."6b Participants to the .
conference came from eight schools in Missourl and Nebraska, The
Iincoln Plan, as it came to be known, utilized not only students but
administrators, teachers, a community of lay people and resource
schools in planning and organizing the type of involvement that the
students themselves believed could have some relevance to all students
within tho school, They not only were given rights that previously
were not recognized, but also were taught the complement of those
rights which was responsibility, The conference itself utilized
resource people from various schools that had already involved students
in decision making. Group dynamics sessions and open forum meetings
were hold to stimulate thinking and at times anger. No one was allowed
to remain neutral. The outcome cf this type of encounter was rewarding,
according to the report. Barriers between psople were torm down,
they listened to each other, ideas were shared and, most importantly,
plans were formulated to improve student participation in the decision
making processes of their schools beginning in the fall of 1969.65

The success of this type of student involvement was due in part
to the Danforth Foundation, which contributed $10,000 towards this
endecavor, William H. Danforth, himself a’promoter of youth and their

ability to contribute towards a strongoer America, was the author of

64 50an B, McGrew, “Student Participation in Decision Making,"
The Bulletin, Vol, 54, (Mareh, 1970), p. 124,

651{061‘0"3. PPe 1?4"2330
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the famous bock, I Dare You,
It appears, thersfore, that new ways are being found and developed
to allow studonts to become involved in the decision-making processes

affocting their future,

Contemporary Philosophies and the Youth linvement, In book VII

of the Republic, Plato speaks to Glaucon about the lawlessness of
students after their being reared in the love and honor of the law,

He speaks of the disenchantment of young people with what they perceive
and their desire to follow the way of ‘tha flatterers.6? The questioning
spirit of youth is still with us centuries after Plato first spoke of
it in the Republiec, But today as never before in our two hundred year
history, the questioning is beccming persistent. This persistence is
blossoming into a mementum of activism through which students are
deménding change in our socisty,

In 1968 a survey was taken by the editorial staff of Naticn's
Schools rclative to the problem of student unrest in the rationt!s high
schools, It is significant to note that a Pemnsylvania superintendent
in that survey stated his position on student unrest by indieating that
thers was no simple yes or no to thoe question of whether or not student

unrest would begin to filter into the high schools in the fall of 1968,

66William He Danforth, I Dwe You, (St. louis, Missouri: The
American Youth Foundation, Octcior, 19567), pp. 1-133.

67The Collooted Works ¢f Plate trans, by B, Jowett, (New York:
Greystone Press, Nede Jp DPDe 1B3=101F,
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Ho said in part that he anticipated more talking on the part of students,
more comments on student rights, and more individuals attempting to

68 Not too long after, Grant

ach;eve recognition via the rebel route,
Venn, Associate Commissioner of the United States Office of Education,
cormented that, "One of tho great American tragedies of the past two
decades has been the almost total isolation of young people from an
offective role in society, n69 The result of this activism has been
the birth of the rights and responsibilities movement throughout the
nation,
One of the major forces affecting education in our nation and

in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts is student activism, For the
past few &ea.rs each state in the union has experienced a wave of
activism which has influenced both students and teachers alike, The
Commonwealth of Massachusetts is no exception, lMany students are
advocating a most dynamic concept, a more active and meaningtul role
in the process of edﬁcation. Many contemporary writers are advocating
@& change in attitude toward young people because they sense in ycuth
the ability to contribute productively towards the future, Reich in
his most recent book stated:

There is a revolution coming, It will not be like

revolutions of the past, It will originate with the

individual and with culture, and it will change the

political structure only as its final act, It will

not require violence to succeed, and it cannot be

succoessfully resisted by violence, It is now
spreading with amazing rapidity and already our

68"Student Unrest Will Spread to High Schools, Many Fear,"
Nations Schools, Vel, 82 (September, 1968), pp. 71-72,

69"Student Dissonters," p, 77.
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laws, institutions and social structure are.

charging in consequonce, It promises a hisher

reason, a more human communitv and a new and

liberated individual, Its-ultimate creation

will bo a new and 2ndurine wholeress and

beauty, a renewed relationshiv of man to

himself, to other men, to sccioty, to natuvre

and to the larnd, This is the revolution of

the new generation, 70

Depending upon onet!s perspective, these words can be intorpreted

as frightening or refreshing, It may be a new world in which,
perhaps, nations not only will respect each other, but will place
& greater value on those things which they sometimes take for granted,
The students of this country propose to begin this change, at the
beginning, in early education where most of their time is spent, in
incstitutions of learning.gl Indeed, if change is to come, it will have
to be initiated in institutions of learning, Alvin Toffler, in
speaking of 2 need for a "council of the future" in every school and
community, stated that "no group holds an insight into 'tomorrow.and
that the councils must be constructed democratically, n7l Councils of
this nature will not Succeed if they are captured by professional educators,
planners, or any unrepresentative elite, He insists that students
must be involved from the very start and not merely as co-opted rubber
stamps for adult notions. Young people must help lead, if not, in fact
initiate these councils in erder that assumed "futures" can be

formulated and debated by those who will more than likely invent and

7OReich, p. U,

ZlAlvin Toffler, Future Schock, (New York: Random House, 1970),
p‘ 35 ° i
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inhabit the future,’? Therefore, in order to plan for future
generations, it would seem that the foundations of student involvement
would of necessity have to begin by defining their rights and responsibilities,
' George Leonard indicated that, "within the lifeless husk of the

0ld civilization, a new civilization already stire."’> He stated that:

it promises new organizing myths, new values,

and now modes of bohavior, It offers unfamiliar

shapes and feelinas of individual scelf aware

consciousness, and it will ultimately imply a

changed politieal, eccnomic and sceial structure,

It will involve, however, not so much the

transformition of the world by manﬁind as the

transformation of mankind itself,’

Famed anthropologist Margaret Mead has recently focused her

'attention on the youth movement, She has indicated that school
administrators and board mermbers must alter their perceptions and
begin to realize that they are working with an entirely new
generation of students, Education in this country is absolute, and
therofore it behooves educators to pattern a new course that will afford

youth the opportunity to become involved in their own futuros.75

72Toffler. PPe 358-359,

73Goorge Leonard, "Work in Progress,”" Intellectu2l Digest, Vol,
1 (November, 1971), pe b.

7“Leonard. PPe 6=7

7SMargaret Mead, An Interview, "Are School Administrators
Listening®™ Mation's Schools, Vol. 87 (June, 1971), pp. 41-42,




Students! dosires to bacome a part of the system of eduvcation
and a working force in the development of the future of this country
are being supported by well known people in the natiocn, %ne of their
clampions in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts is Dr, Neil V, Sullivan,
Commissioner of Education, He stated, before leaving his California
superintendency, that, "This country must realize that its most serious
problem is training people to live together, n?6 This statement can be
applied also to the need for mutual understanding bestween adults and
youth, Today's educators must, it would seem, understand that students
are going to have a hand in plamming their education and the shaping
cf society,’?

Developments affecting student rights and responsibilities in
the Unitad States and in Massachusetts have beer varied and rapid,
New outlooks on education are taking shape and the modern educator n2y

- become a prime factor in attempting to involve young people in the

decision-making process in the years ahead, Research reveals that the
question n-y change from should students become an integral part of
the declsion-making process in cducation to what kind and how much
of a contribution can we expect from students who will be a working

part of the educational process,

76Don Wegars, "When the Buses Begin to Roll Again," Nation's
Schools, Vol, 82 (Nasvember, 1968), pe. 38. '

77Noil Vo Sullivan, ¥alk, Run or Retroat, (Bloomington and
london: indiana University bress, 1971), pe 129.




CHAPTER ITT
RESEARCH TECHNIQUES AND PROCED'RES

Analysis of Procedurs, The techniques and procedures used in
the study of student rights and responsibilities in the Commonwealth
of Massachusetts are as follows:

1, Step one: The development of a questionnaire on
Student Rights and Responsibilities,

2, Step two: The administration of a sample

| questionnaire in order to assess its validity,

3+ Step three: The development of the final
questionnaire,

b, Step four: The administration of the questicnnaire
‘to all board chairmen, superintendents, and high
school principals of the public school systems in
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts,

5. Step five: Tabulation of responses,.

The Development of a Quostionnaive on Stvdent Riphts and
Responsibilities,” Tyrus Hillway in Intwroduction to Research has

pointed out ten steps which should be followed when contemplating

the use of a questionnaire in order to fulfill a need on a timely

topic, He has indicated that, "The scholar who keeps these minimum
-

o
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standards in mind thile preparing his questiennaire will have a much

better chance of receiving r«.aplies."?8

The qQuestionnaire on student rights and responsibilities

followed the recommendations as set down by Tyrus Hillway, which are

&8s follows:

1.

2,

3

9.

10,

Is it sponsored by a reputable erganization or
institution?

Is the purpose of the study fully and clearly
stated?

Does it concern a topic of sufficient importance
to justify it?

Is it carefully and legically organized?

Are the questions clearly and briefly worded?

Can the qusstions be answered briefly?

Is the inforration asked for available elsevhere?

Is the questionnaire in good mechanical formeee
that is, printed or typewritten and easy to rcad?

Are the demands upon tho respondent reasenable
enos?

Is a sumary of results promised?79

The questionnaire on student rights and responsibilities was

31

prepared by this writer, a roputable educator with a substantial number of

years of expeorience in education 2s a classroom tsacher and administrator

?Bryrus Hillway, Introduction to Rescarch, (Boston: Houghton

79Hillway, pe 104
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in the public school systems of Massachusetts,

The purpose of this study was explained as being a project which
would show what reactions are occurring toward the rights and
responsibilities movement within the school districts in the Commonwealth
of Massachusetts and to adejuately assess its impact and relevance,

Since there has been an increasing frequency of litigation concerning
student rights and responsibilities and also the lack of a proper definition
relative to these terms, it would appear that any disagreement concerning
the issues involved will become wider and more intense until some type of
resolution is reached on the subject.eo

The topic of student rights and responsibilities is a comteumporary
one and the school systems of Massachusetis are being confronted with it
in their daily operation, The importance of the topic is further
underscored by the fact that the State Department of Ed{xcation now has
@ student sitting on the Board of Education and also by the fact that

the Youth Advisory Council of Massachusetts has printed guidelines which
are to ba used as reforence material hy local school administrators and
school boards towards the implementation of a plan whose ultimate goal
is involvement in the educational systems of Massachusetts,

The questionnaire was designed to encompass the issuazs that were

8ODolce, pe 1.
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raised in both the "Preamble" and the "General and Specific Goals"
sections of the document Arafted by the Youth Advisory Council of

Massachusetts which is referred to as Humanization Guidelines for

Education.81

The questions used *= - ‘-ourage a response were worded as
briefly and as clearly as the -5 lalines! content would allow. Some
of the questions were longer than othors of necessity in order that
none of the meaning would be lost in abbreviation. The recipients
were urged to be as brief as possible with many questions requiring
either a yes or no response,

Since no previous surveys had been made on a state-wide basis
relative to the Youth Advisory Council!s Humanization Guidelines for
Education, this writers! questionmaire is unique in its purpose,

The questionnaire, five pages in length, was distributed to all
. the board chairmen, superintendents, and high school prineipals of
public schools with grades nine through twelve in Massachusetts.

All of the respondents were requested to take & few moments from
their busy schedule to answer the questionnaire and they were further
requested to return the questiomnaire within two weeks after receiving
the packet., It has been indicated by John R, Platt in Fducational
Research that:

Frequently »escarch follows the pattern of formwating
a2 hypothesis, deducing a consequence, testing ths

8l'l‘ne Cormissionor of Education's Youth Advisory Council,
Humanization Guidelines for Zducation, pp. 1l=11,




consequénco and using the results of the test as
support for the hypethosis, or--if the results were
negative-~caying that the hypothesis was not suvvorted
(but rarely piving up the Eypothesis)==This process is
what Platt would call weak infeorence, Platt is an
advocate of a sirong inference: the process by which
the results of an exporimont may be used to eliminate
an alternative hyvothesis, The vast bulk of educa-
tional research falls into the weak inference patterns
If educational research is to make the kind of impact
that is necessary to further the precess of eduvecation,
it appears reasonable that we may have to adopt the
procedwres implicitly sdvocated by Platt in order to
make the kind of strides that he indicates can be,
and have been made in other areas,

It was the purpose of this questionnaire to bring in data
leading to the formation of strong inference patterms relative to
the rights and responsibilities movement,

The Adminictration of a Samnle Questionnaire in Order to Assess

Its Validity. A sample questiormaire was distributed to the local

~ administration and scheool board chairmen in order to assess their

- reactions to the types of questions which were to appear in the final
questionnaire, Reaction for the most part was favorable except that
twn of the questions which were inserted in the first draft were
challenged by twelve of the fif'teen people who responded, Thess
questions dealt with, first, a request for a specific age of each

respondent rather than the suggested range of age categories, and

82451115, J, Gephart and Robert B, Ingle, Edueatioral Research,
"Strons Inference," by John R, Platt, (Columbus, Chio: Charles £,
Merrill, 1963), p. 65,
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second, with the question, "Should those who manage our schools maintain
absolute respect for the student rights and responsibili:ties as expressed
in the Guidelines for Stwdent Rights and Responsibilities? The
respondents felt that the phrase "absolute respect" was too strong a
statemont and that there was some question about the word responsibility

as set down in the Guidelines for Student Rights and Responsibilities,

They felt that there was not enough said relative to responsibilities
in the original draft produced by the Youth Advisory Council, |
Consequentlv this question was eliminated from the queétionnaire as not
being a valid one to ask, Generally, the respondents indicated that
tho questions posed were contemporary ones that could not have been
asked in a shorter form although there were three people who stated
that the questions were too lengthy and should be shortened, Since

the majority of respondents were favorable to the questionnaire, it

was left intact in all other respects,

Tho Development of the Final Questiormaire, The final questiommaire
consisted of four parts, A preliminary section asked for personal
information such as the name of the respondent, the school system he
represented and the age range of the respondent, Part One of the
questiomnaire indicated that the questions, ten in number, related to

the Preamble on Rights and Responsibilities of students, In Part Two,

fourteen questions were asked dealing with the General and Specific
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Goals of students, Part Three contained questions which were considered
pertinent to the rights and responsibilities movement in the Commonwealth
of Massachusetts and varied in number as follows: Twenty toward the
school beoard chairman, seventeen directed toward the superintendent
of schools, and seventeen directed toward the high school principal,
Somo of thoe qQuestions were duplicated, while many were different to
take into account the position held in the management of the schools,

Each questionnaire was color coded for easy tabulation upon
return, Yellow copies went to the board chairmen, white copies to the

superintendents, and blue copier to the principals of the high schools,

The Administration of the Questionraire, A determination was

first made of the number of schocl districts in Massachusetts which
ineludod grades 9-12.‘ An imquiry was made of the Senior Supervisor
in Secondary Education for Massachusetts Public Schools, His reply
indicated that there were two hundred and thirty districts with a high
school complex.83 The assembled kit included a questionnaire for the
board chairmain (yellow), the superintendent (white), and the high
school principal (blue), The packet also included an explanatory
letter, This material was sent to all of the superintendents in the

two hundred and thirty districts of lMassachusetts, The names and

83se0 Appendix C, p. 129,
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address of the current superintendents were secured from the Directory of
the Massachusetts Association of School Superintendents which is published
annually and furnishes accurate, up-to-date licts of cities and towns in
alphabetical order for all the school districts in the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts, A permit (No, 6) was issued by the United States Post
Office for first class mail, and the kits were mailed out the first of
October, 1971, A follow-up letter, sent October 11, 1971 to non-respondents
resulted in more answers being received,

The research population was composed of "self-selected respordents"
who elected to respond to the questiomnaire, The defined universe includes
those personnel who have a direct effect on how schools are managed namely

the school board chairmen, superintendents and principals,

Tabulation of Responses, Gephart and Ingle in their text

Eduecational Research have stated:

Not long ago a teacher working on his doctorate in
education became involved in a serious research protlem,
It is in education a particularly common problem about
which researchers and even some ''experts," apparently
blind to its real meaning, make rather dangerous
blunders, It is often a difficult choice between the
exporimentally replicable study or the educatiorally
generalizable one: between a study which 1is casy to
duplicate in method and result, or one which has
relevance to what actually occurs in school.

The impact and relevance of this questionnaire has encouraged
this writer to tabulate the data received, question by question. A
careful determination was made on a percent basis which indicated
favorable agreement or disa, reement to the questions based on the

Humanisation Guidelines as proposed by the Youth Advisory Council of

8“Geph.au't and Ingle, p. 369,
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Massachusetts,
The questions were tabulated on a four part basis, The
preliminary part dealt with the ages of the respondents and the cross
section of those areas of Massachusetts which responded, namely:
western, central, northecastern, and southeastern sections of the
Commonwealth,

Part Onc dealt with the Prcamble of ths Huranization Guidelines

and Part Two with the General and Specific Goals of the students in

the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, Part Three asked questions which
Wwere determined through research, as relevant to the rights and
responsibilities movement and applied to the particular position
held by the respondent,

Each question which rsquired a yes or no answer as well as these
which required an agreoment or'disagreement are indicated in the tables
by a percent response as well as the number of people respording., The
iables in Part One and Two were designed to show a comparison of
responscs among the school board chairmen, the superintendents and the
principals, This method gives a clearer view of how the school board
chairmen, the superintendents and the principals felt about the Youth
Advisory Council!s desires for involvement in the high schools of this
Commonwcalth, Each table was footnoted in order that easy reference
could be made to the questions as they appeared in the questionnaire
and which can be found in the appendix of this dissertation.

According to Tvrus Hillway, "The Survey, then should not be
mistakenly thought of as merely a fact-{inding device. It may--

and ofton does-= rosult in important hypothosis or conclusions that
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solve serious current pro‘blems."85 Such information is contained in

the following chapter,

8 hi11vay, p. 196,




CHAPTZR IV
ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION OF DATA

Introduetion, The questiomnaire, (which is supplied in sample
foerm in Appendix B), vas analyzed relative to the preliminary data,

The quostions ralating to the Preamble on Riechts and Responsibilities,

the questions relating to the General and Spacifie Gosls of Students,
and the questions relating to the expertise of the reSpondents.relative
to the Rirhts and Respensibilities movement of students was also
analyzed,

The questionnaire was supplied to 230 board chairmen, superintendents
and principals who were contacted in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts,
Eight&-eight school board chairmen replied, representing a thirty-eight
percent return; 108 supeorintendents »eplied, representing a forty=-six
percent return; and 102 prineipals replied, representing a forty-four
percent return,

According to Dr, Harold Hodgkinson of the Valden University staff
and a research educator for the Center for Resecarch and Development in
Higher Education, University of California at Berkley, a fair reply to
a questiommaire on a percent basis would be thirty-five percent.86

The chronological sequence of this chapter is as follows:

I. The Geographical Distribution of Responses for
All Interviewed,

86Dr. Ihrold_Hodgkinson, Professor, (Lecture on Research Design

and Mothodolery, id. 524, Walden University, Maples, Florida,, llotes
taken by John J, Hrinke, July 26, 1971),

- 40 -
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I1, Percentage'of Rosponses by Age,
III, Summary of Responses by Percentage to Part I

of the Questionnaire,
IV, Summary of Responses by Percentage to Part II

of the Questionnaire,

Vo Summary of Responses by Percentage to Part III
of the Questionnaire,

VI, Summary of the Chapter,

I, The Georraphical Distribution of Responses for All Interviewed,

Responses to the questionnaire on student rightc and responsibilities
came from all areas of lassachusetts, It is the percentage of respondents
to this section of the questionraire who generated the data which fellows in
reference to the geographical distribution of the school board chairmen,
superintendents and principals,

The areas south of Poston and cast of Foxboro are designated the south=
eastern part of the Commonwealth; Boston and areas north of the city and east
of the Vlor-ester line are designated the northeast section: the area north and
south of Worcester from the Rhode Island border to the New Hampshire line are
designated as the central areas of the Commonwealth; and Springfield west to
the Now York border and Vermont border to the north and Conmecticut border
to the south aro designated as western ereas of the Commonwealth, Table I
shows the distribution of responses, according to area, of the school board
chairmon, superintendents and prineipals,

The smallest number of responses came from school board chairmen
in the central part of lMassachusetts and the greatest number of responses

from the superintendents in the southeastern part of the Commorwealth,
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TABLE I

PERCEZNTAGES AND NUMBERS OF RESPONSES BY GEOGRAPHICAL
" AREA IN THE CCMMONWEALTHR

lotal |.+estern Central | Southeastern|liorthcastern
Respondents Ros, | Mass, Mage, Masg, Maes,
o [liny i bl R 2 110,
School Board Chairmen| &8 (27,324 11.31]10 30,71 27 30671 27
Superintendents 108 (22,2124 17.5]19 33.4| 36 26,9 29
Principals 102 |28,4]29 18.7]19 28,41 290 24,51 25

230 Survey Instruments Were lailed To Each Group

The increased response from the eastern part of the Commonwealth is
probably due to the greater population, Also, superintendents from tho
southeastern part of the Commonwealth appear to -have rosponded more
than those from other areas, while the least réSponse among the
superintendents came from central Massachusetts,

The principals from both western and southeastern areas of the
'Commonwealth respon~ed more than the other two areas, A high percentazo

of prineip2ls responded from sparsely settled western Massachusetts,

II, Percentage of Paspanses by Age. The age group distributien
consisted of "self-sclected respondents" among the school board chairmen,
superintendents and principals, These educators elected to respond to this
section indicating which age group they represented in the various loadership
groups throughout the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, Table.2 shows

the corresponding age and number cayegories represented by tho school

8See Appeniix B, pp, 112, 117, 122,
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board' chairmon, superintendents and principals,
TABLE 2

A TABULATICN OF AGE CATEGOQ
BY PERCENT AND NUMBER

Respondonts Prs

Total [18-25 | 26-30 3140 i1-50 5160 61-70

A 3 o M N b . M <, M <,
s 3‘-0. ﬂ l\o. l') lyo _P I‘nb - luo. 4

Yo,

School Roard 88 None | None | 22,6|20 [50.0| 44 [27.,4 | 24 lone

Chairmen
Supsrintendentd 108 Nore | None | 17.6|19 [35.2] 38 [33.4 | 36 [13.8
Principals 102 None | None | 19,6]20 |[48,1|49 [24.5]25 | 7.8

15

230 Survey Instruments vore Mailed To Each Group

It is perhaps interesting to note that no school board chairmen
or sux;erintondents or principals fall into the category of ages below
thirty that participated, lhile there are people under thirty serving
on school boards, none of them were chairmen which may be due to the
lack of cducational administrative experience at this age. Agé related
statistics are as follows: Since only eighty-eight chairmen replied,
it appears that the majority of chairmen fall in the 4l.to 50 age
catogory throughout the Tommonwealth of lMassachusetts with no one
serving as chairman in tho 60 to 70 range of ages. The greatest
nmber of superintendents range in ages from 41 to 60 with the least
anount of those in the 31 to 40 and 61 to 70 age categoriecs, Principals
in tho 41 to 50 age range seem to dominate that office throughout the
Cormonwealth with the least amount falling within the 61 to 70 range

soe Appendix B, pp. 112, 117, 122,



of ages,
III, Sumary of Responses by Porcentapes to Part I of the Quostionnaire,

Table 3 shows the comparison of "self-selected respondents" among the school
board chairmen, superintendents and principals who elected to respond to six
of the questions in Part I, These Questions covered the communication gap
between siudents and adults, the alienation and vadicalization of youth,
the curriculur, the up~-dating of teaching mechods, and the ‘use of
authoritarianism in ocducation,

Students have stated that there is a lack of "feeling-level
cormmnication" between adults and students, Response mumber one shows
that many board chairmen do not agree with these statements,
obviously feeling that there is no such thing as a communication gap
boetween students and adults., Superintendents and prineipals, however,
are nearly in agreement that there may be 2 great lack of communication
within the school, This agreement may exist because the principals
and superintendants, while not making policy, must carry it out by
school board directives and therefore are in direct contact with the
teaching staff and students. They are presumably better able to judge
vwhether or not therc is a lack of communication in the schools than
board chairmen |

It has been suggested by young pecple in their guidelines that
the lack of commmnication results from depersoralization, dchumzanization,
and ultramechanization, Fifty-;eight percent of the principals, sixty-
five percent of the superintendents, but only thirty-five percent of
the school board chairmen felt that the biggest factor is

depersonalization, Other factors generally ciied were loss of family
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cohesion, materialism, indifforence toward paronts, wltranechanization,
and dehumanizatien,

Question three asked whether the raspondent felt that the
alionation and radicalization of youth was attributable to the increase
of divorce, crime and drug abuse., Table 3 showed nearly total agreement
that these factors were dofinite causes leading youth toward alienation
and radicalization, All of the respondents agroed that tho groatest
factor leading toward alionation and radicaliztion was divorce being the
most influential with drugs coming second.

Question five asked whother the curriculum should offer courses
which would develop more personally satisfying relationships among
poople, their institutions and society, Table. 3 indicatoes that school
board chairman, superintendents and principals are in total agreement
that the curriculum needs to eontain courses that will satisfy a need
for youth to relate better to society., This is a very popular notion
among educators, that it has become necessary to think in terns of
rovising our present curriculum to moet the challenges of modern
society,’ These statistics seem to reflect this trond,

Question six asks whether the school should develop a curriculum
which would deal with the new socio-economic=political roalitios that
are emerging in today!s society, According to the results received,
the school board chairmen, superiﬁtondents and principals are all in
agreement that the curriculum should be altered to embrace these
qualities, 7 |

Quostion seven concerns the students! statement 'lL.hat it is .no

longer nocessary to provide youth with didactic input but rather
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that schools should teach them how to think, organize, analyze and
synthesize information, This they say can be accomplished by opening
their minds to the many new options in self-development, life styles,
and society which are available to them, Table 3 shows that the
principals especially, agree fully with the students in this regard,

School board chairmen and superintendents also strongly agree that
this avenue of approach is necessary in teaching young people. lowever,
the general feeling of those who offered alternatives was that many
students come to school with a closed mind and therefore rofuse to
listen to the professional teacher, Commonts from some of the “self-selected
respondents" are shown in Table 4 relative to the alternatives of question
eight,

Question nine states the students opinion that authoritarianism
should be eliminated from the educational world because it 1s a road
block to educational progress, Table 3 shows that nearly seventy-five
percent of all the "self-selected respondents" to question nine which deals
with this position disagree with youth on this point, As can be seen, a
relatively small number agree that authoritarianism should be eliminated
from the educational scene,

The questionnaire respondents were asked in question ten to comment
on théir responses to the elirmination of authoritarianiém as suggested
by youth, A summary of these responses is included in Table 5, These
responses were gencrated by the school board chairmen, superintendents and
prineipals who were pollad, The respondents felt that there must always be
someone in authority who disseminates knowledge and ability which would be
lacking in a less knowledeable individual, The majority of respondents

felt that authoritarianism is necessary and needed if young pesople
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expect to adoquately take their places in a dynamic society after their
termination as high school students,

IV, Summary of Responses by Percentanes to Part II of the Questionnaire,

The questions contained in Part II of the questionnaire were related to

the general and specific goals found in the Fwranization Guidelines of

students in tho rights and responsibilitios movement, The questions asked
in this part cover the formation of a liaison committee between students
and the administrators; learning experience; modern options to the learning
process; student-faculty communications sensitivity training for teachers
and students; participation in contemporary isswes; concern for the non-
collese student; general education development tests; and the tenure issue
of teachers and administrators, The "self-sclected respondents" who
elocted to respond to this section of the questionnaire is shown in Table

6 by'pércent arnd numbers of responses,

Question one relates whether students in every high school in
Massachusetts should form a Committee for Co-Ordination of Study and
Recommendation (CSSR), This group would formulate proposals for the
improvement of education, The response was somewhat nsgative for
the school board chairmen, who do not wish to see another group
or committee formed which would tie wp cormittee members more than
they presently are, ‘However, better than fifty percent of the
superintondents and principals obviously feel that this type of
interchinge would help to ease tensions and bring come semblancs of order
to the cduc;tional scene, There is, however, a small minority who side
with the board chairmen on this issue and perhaps represent the more
conservative oleoments of administration,

Question two asks how cducators think that student participation




33

h |6°€ |2 [o0°2 96| T#e|TU |T0T|o | o |6]6°68] 8 [T°6 |# |S°n |9t |4°98] o
9 |6° |u |6°C |26 |2°06! 4T |o°€T]o 0| #|0%g] 8 |1°6 |6 |€°0T| 1L |9%08] 1
f | 6°€ |9 |6° |26 |2%06]| 22 |€0z|€ |8°2 | €8]|6°9L] 8 |T°6 |6 |€%0r| L ]9%08]| vV 9
o | o |m|ces)se|eee| T | toon|se|ovee| 2| es| 6 |zoon|ez]eog] 25 |voes S
6 [s's |6 |ee | nze|ot |16 |€ |8°z | s6|tes| ot|zer|u |9vn |09 |2 f

62| n°sz oz | co61 | s | 6°1s| st | goct | we | 2°2z] 69 | 0°t0] ot | zeat|st{ toet| &5 | 2o

-

—

6T | 4°8T | O€ | #°62 | €5 | 6°TS| ST | 8°€T | 4T | 8°ST| 92 | #°04| 9T | 2°8T | 42| 40| SH | T 18
€T L%2T (22| 9°Te |49 [ £4°99] TU | T°OT | T€ | 8°82| 99 | T°T9| 4T | #°61 | S2| #'82| 9n | 2°eS
ST|L°#T 22| 9°Tz |59 |L°€9| 6 | €°8 |92 | T H2| €4 19°¢9] 9T |2°8T|LT| €°6T| S5 |5°29

< M O A

€
T oot [m|Ten|es|essi6 |€os Jon|Tec|es|oms] o [1°6 |o6|9co| w2 | ez} 1

ol ¢ o] 9 |0y % | "ol % |ou % |*oN ] % | °oN % ("o % 0N | ¢ r <equmy

esuodsey o] oy sof  |esuodscy o:] oy sof  |esucdsoy oy oy sox UOT3 590y
sosu0dcog 1e35d4 20C Sosu0dsy TVI93 . 80T Socudasoy TE3Cl 68
STeCTOUTIg SRUOFUSUTIOMN USLUITBLY) pIv0g TOOYSS

J STVIONIMd ANV ‘SINSONAINIHALNS *NTWIVHD QUVod TTO0HOS
JHL OL ONINIVIMEd SUIVANOILSEAD EHI 4O II J¥Vd NI
SNOIISIAD O ¥IEWAN ANV INIOdZd X4 SESNOLSTY JO0 NOILVIAEVI V

- 9 VL




*GZT *#2T “€2T *02T *6TT *STT *STT 41T ‘Srr 'dd °g xypueddy o0

dnodn Yowy 03 POTEV{ Odey sjucunIIsuY Leadns O€Z:
A

o | o leelesa]st |ewt|n [9°€ |o¢ {40e] 8z [oosz| o |0 [sS|S°z9 |62 |occ| T
0 0 (69 f9%29]¢cc |4e2c |6 €8 |66 [T°9€[ 09 |9°65| € |S°T |EE|H°lE |26 | T 6 €T
nz | 6°€z |6n | Toen| 62 [4°gz |0 |8°lz |6€ [T°9C| 6€ |T°9€| SE| 8°6€ |SE| 8°6E | 8T | °02 rA s
¢ [0°c {2z l9°t2| 8l ¢..£. 9 |4°6 |6z 6°92]| € 19°%9{ 4 | S Wﬁ 2°8T .ww €L Tt
0 o |0 0 Nofo.ooﬁﬁ 0°T |S |9°n | zoti{#*w6] # | S |O 0 | ]5°%6 6
0 o ltnlzoniTo|8%65|6 |€°8 |65 |9°HG]| on |T°LE| 2T) 9°CT |2€| 49t [ mm{O%0S| 8

2z lo*z lsoleccol s leH€|or |T°6 |69 (09| 62 |6°92| LT[ #°6T [25]| T°65 | 61 | S°Te L

o | 4 __.oz 4 feou| % | com| ¢ o] % |ou] % | con| ¢ [oNj ¢ [on] $ | <oy

ot

$stcacoy oy o;] Sof osuddsey o;; o SOL osuoacyy oxn oN SOX U0TSoNY

stedpoutaq I sjuspusjutIedng UswITely) preog TOooyss

*u0) 9 FIAVY




55
in the total learning experience may be increased to become a major
part of thoir schoolinz, A separate table on this quostion has been
utilized to show a comparison of the various responses inveolved. Five
random responses from the "self-selected respondents" of each group is
shown in Table 7. The dominant solution offered by all three groups is
an expansion of curriculum in order to create a meaningful educational
experience, There are, however, negative reactions which are included in
the table,

Question three stated four options on how students may learn the
decision-making process involved in self-time management in order
to have an organized, productive life, The options were optional study
hall attendance, open campuses, extended school day, and extended
school year programs, School board chairmen favored the optional study
hall method and extended school year programs, They favored least the
open campuses and extended school day. The superintendents favored
optional study hall attendan;e and the extended school day ccncept,
Principals wore highly in favor of the open campus concept. They also
favored the optional study hall idea, However, all of the respondents
who reacted to these suggestions felt that each of these areas could
help the students to develop their need for self-time management,

Question four was a follow-up to question three, asking whether
the respondents were in favor of the over-all participation in these
programs as suggested by youth, Generally speaking, they would.
21l like to try such programs as seem educationally workable in their
districts,

Quostion five asked whether there oxisted in the participants
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school at the time a lack of communication between students and the
school faculty, lMore than fifty percent of the superintendents agreed
that this is a truism and obviously felt that something should be done
to incroase such commmication, School board chairmen, however. do not
fecl that there is such a problem; perhaps because they are somewhat
reioved from direct day-to-day contact within the school complex,
Thirty-seven percent of the principals think that there is a breakdown
indicating that a significant number admit the existence of a
cormunication gap between students and faculty, However, the majority
of the prineipals strongly disagreed that there is any communication
breakdown between faculty and students,' -

Question six asks that if this communication between students
and tho faculty is met with responsiveness without defensiveness, will
such communication reduce three specific qualities; alienation,
gene;'al problems or produce an atmosphere of understanding conducive
to learning, All thres segments of the responding educators agreed
with youth that this would be the result, espscially in produecing an
atmosphere of understanding that would be eonducive to learning,

Quostion seven states a student position that teachers should
participate in sensitivity groups which would eliminate emotional
issues and certain aspoets of lack of training in dealing with students
problems, However, all of thé respondents indicated that this type
of training was unnecessary for teachors. The strongest opposition
camo from the superintendents and principals who obviously felt that

they are sensitive enough to students demands and that other, more

practical means should be sought to eliminate the problem, Most of
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the respondents indicated in the why section of the question that adequate
training was being recoived at the college and graduate level in the
area of psychology and philosophy to prepare teachers to understand
youth and their feelings, Others strongly state that saturation with
sensitivity training causes one to lose touch with reality, while still
others stated that not everyone could adequately cope with this type
of training and therefore it should not be made mandatory., Voluntary
subjection to sensitivity training would be acceptable in some of the
respondents opinions, .

Question eight asks whether sensitivity training should be made
available to students in the schools. School board chairmen and
superintendents do not value sensitivity training as an integral
part of the students emotional development in their schools. As
reasong. the board chairmen mainly cite the expense involved in the
hiring of trained personnel to do this kind of work, as well as the
difficulty in finding people who are qualified to conduct this type
of traininr, Others state that sensitivity training is a form of
"mind cracking" and should never be introduced into the high school,
The main objections voiced by the superintendents is difficulty in
the acquisition of trained personnol to accomplish this goal even
though they agreoe that students should be afforded the opportunity
to participate in sensitivity and grour training, Principals
caution, however, that such courses should not be adopted without
the full co-operation of the student and his parents,

Question nine asks whether our high schools should deal with issues
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contemprorary to our society through seminar and discussion courses,
To this question the respondents almost unanimously agreed that
everyday lissues should be discussed within the high school, All
three groups of respondents folt that this goal could be accomplished
through seminar groups: introduction of mini courses; the inclusion
of community leaders in classroom discussions; and the broadening of
the curriculum to include those areas most pertinent to the interests
of youth which will help them in thoir futurs and will also assist
them to contribute to the progress of this country.

Stimulated social concern should be supplemented with a well
organized understanding of how to produce changes through our
government, in order to produce good citizens. Question ten asks hew
can this best be done, Table 8 shows five of the answers received from
the "éelf-selected respondents! representing the school board chairmen,
superintendents and prinecipals, The overall response appears to suggest that
students take a more active role in local government and also that they
seek out the answers to their questions through the study of law, Many
indicate that youth must understand and assume the responsibility of
citizenship as well as the rights which supplement it.

Question eleven asks the respondents whether they believed that
our high schools are doing enough for our non-college bound students,
School board chairmen and principals seem to agree that the schools
ars not doing enough for the terminal student, Superintendents
agree generally with this, but they are not so strong in their

opinion as the other two classes of respondents, The overall theme
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of all three groups is that a greater nunher of occupational service
comwrses should be intreoduced in connection with an expansion of
existing vocational programs and a greater availability of work-study
programs, Others felt that the iridustrial and business factions of
our society have not shouldered their responsibility enough in the
influence and training which they could offer to the non=cellege boumd
student, The dominant theme of the resprndents was the introductien
or expansion of occupational educational programs,

Question twelve asked whether the general education development
test requirements be lowered from its present level of nineteen, Many

of the questionnaire respondents were reluctant to respond to this idea

of students of a younger age taking this test, The most interested in
answering this question were the superintendents who also suggested
that the 2p2 be lowered to sixteen, Principals for the most part feit
that tho requirements sheuld be left wnchanged, Those who did answer
favor two to one keeping the requirements the same, Among those who
did respond, the overall age for lowering is seventeen.

Question thirteen states that students say teachers tenure
should not exceed five years, As to be expected, the school board
chairmen and superintendents were strongly in favor of the students?
suggestions, However, principals strongly disagreed on this point,

Question fourteen suggests that students participate in review
beards of temura and non-temwroe tezachors and administrators, liure
all threce respondent groups were adamantly opposed to such aetion,
?rincipals, although willing to expand the rights of students, would

61
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not allow them to sit in Judgement when it came to their security as
administrators; superintendents and school board chairmen were almost

as reactive on this matter as the principals,

V. Surmary of Rosoenses by Percontares to Part ITI of the Questionnaire,

A separate analysis of the data contained in Part III of the qQuestiomnaire
by percent and nurber was generated by "self'-selected respondents" consisting
of school board chairmen, superintendents and principals, The questions are
related to the rights and responsibilities movement of youth,

Three different questionnaires were sent out, Although most of the
questions contained in the questidnnaires were similar, certain questions
which had a direct bearing upon the individual occupation and role of the
respondent within the school system were tailored to these characteristics,
To maintain clarity of presentation, questions will be summarized taking

into consideration the differences between these roles,

A, School Poard Chairmen, There were eighty-eight "self-selected

respondents” among the school board chairmen which represents 38,2% of the
230 survey instruments mailed, This part of the questionnaire contained
twenty questions, twelve of which required a yes or no response with one
asking for an agreement or disagreement to the question asked, Seven of the
questions required a brief corment or reply.

In question one, each school board chairmen was asked if in his
opinion the comppsition of his board is predominantly liber#I or
consorvative, Twenty percent indicated that the composition of their
boards woras liberal while fifty percent indicated that they were
conservative, Thirty percent indicated that their respective school

boards are ovenly divided between liberal and conservative elements,
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The chairmen were asked in question two if any demands have been
sought by. student representatives in the past two years, Seventy-three
percent answered in tho affirmative, This rosponsoimight indicate
that the youth movoment is making itself known by approaching school
boards with proposals or demands which it Selieves to be pertinent to
students' rights, Only twenty-seven percent of the respordents
indicated that they had not been approached by students seoking
-demands,

TABLE 9

A TABULATICN OF RESPONSES BY PERCENT AND NUMRER TO QUESTIONS
IN PART IIY OF THE QUESTIONNAIRE BY THE SCHOOL BOAKD CHAIR:ENE

Totnl Resronses - €8

Question
Number Yes No Yo Responso Agree Disagree
5 e x lo, s qilog | = lin, 1 o | Noy
2 72,7 |64 27,3 | 24 0 0
4 75,0 |66 | 25,0 | 22 0 0
5 39.7 |35] 60,3 | 53 0 0
6 26,11 23 |73.9| 65
7 15,8 |14 | 84,2 | 74 0 0
8 15,8 |14 | 84,2 | 74 0 0
9 100,0 | 88
11 100,0 | 88
13 36l |32] 63,6 | 96 0 0
15 50,0 |4 | 50,0 | L4 0 0
17 s 40| 32,8 |29 [21.8 (19
18 100,0 |83] O 0 0 0
19 12, |21) 87.6 |77 0 0

230 Survey Instrumonts iore lailed

150 lppendix B, pp. 115, 116,




Question three asked the board chairmen what major demands wore
being sought by students, Chief among the replies were the following:
the right to hold class-night off school grounds; the relasation of
athlotic rules; a voice in the decision making which affocts students;
the right to have an open cafeteria; the introduction of mini courses
into the curriculum; optional study halls; nmore released times a voico
in the establishment of a broader curriculum in order to include courses
that presently do not exdst; the relaxation of smoking regulations;
and the implementation of an open campﬁs. Many of these requests are
singularly being granted in some schools throughout the Commonwealth
as indicated by some of the responses,

In question four the school board chairmen were asked if they were
receptive to the demands of students, and their response was an
overwhelning seventy-five percent yes, Twenty-five percent indicated
that they were not at all satisfied with these types of requests or
approaches,’

The school board chairmen were asked in question five if they
folt that students should have a voice in the evaluation of teachers,
Sixty percent replied in the negative, that they felt that students
are not presently mature enough to sit in judgement of their teachers,
Many felt that the student is in school to learn academics and not to
sit in Jjudgement on his teachers, even though the student is in
direct contact with the teacher one htm;ired and eighty school days
por yoear, There were, however, forty percent who indicated that they
were in favor of students participating in the ewaluation,

Board chairmen were asked in question nine whether they agreed
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or disagreed about whether the curriculum for the high schools of
Massachusetts is not meaningful to the students, The chairmen
answered seventy-four percent in the negative that most of the
curriculum in owr schools is satisfying and that no change should
be ﬁ;de. On the other hand, twenty-six percent agreed that there is
room for improvement in order to make the curriculum more meaningful
to students,

Board chairmen were asked in question seven if there are presently
any representatives from the student body participating actively on
their boards, Only sixteen percent indicated that there are
representatives from the student body participating in their
meotings, This low percentage might be explained by the only recent
passage of an act of the legislature in Massachusetts, (October 29, 1971),
which provided for a student representative to participate on the
State Board of Educatidn.87 |

Question eight and nine are related to question seven, They
ask if the student, if included within the structure of the board,
can make motions and vote, The same percentage prevails for question
eight, As to whether students could vote on their motions, one
hundred percent indicated no, since students by law cannot do so,

In question ten school board chairmen were asked for theoir
opinions on how much involvement should come from the students

relative to participation in decision making, lany felt that their

87ﬁg_Act Providin~y for Student Reorcsentation on the Poard of
Edveation, zstablishin~ a studsnt advisers Louneil to Said zoard,
and Crc~tin= Shudent i~=iemal Covreils, douse of Representatives and
Senate, ine Cemmorsealih of .assachusetts, Chapter 1009, Boston,
Massachusetis, October 29, 1971,




involvement should be limited to suggestions to the administration
only, Others stated that students should bs involved by having a
volce in but not control of School matters, However, the ma‘ority
of the board membors, being consistent with question number tour,
indicated that there should be some sort of participation in the
managerent of the schools by youth,

The Commissioner of Education, Dr, Neil V., Sullivan has written
a book entitled Ialk, Bm or Retreat, which speaks in part of public

school management and education, In chapter thirteen he covers some
aspects of students! rights and responsibilities, The board- chairmen
wore firsc asked in quostion eleven if they had read the book, and in
question twelve their reaction to the chapter. None of the board
chairmen had read the book and conrequently could not comment on it,

" Question thirteen asks whether teacher probation should be i.. meas~d
from three to five yvars, The board chairmen firmly believe, by sixty-
four percent, that it should be increased by two years over the
present level, In the past it has probably been shown that after
the probation time, it has been difficult to remove incomptent teachers
and a two year extended probation time would holp‘ facilitate their
removal, T

The top priority, it appears, with school committees is how to
keep the educational costs from rising, Therefore the school board
chairmen were asked in question Tfourteen whethor the rights movement
is as important as, mors important than, or less import: L than the
plight of the taxpayer relative to education,” Fifty-three perceﬁt
of the chairmen indicated that the rights movement of students to

find thoir rolss in tho educational system is just as important as




the plight of the taxpayer who must pay the cost for education, 4
very fow indicated that it is more important, and forty percent
indicated that money issues are more important,

In tho spring of 1971, the Massachusetts Department of Education
issued a working draft on student rights and responsibilities, Tt
urg>d local boards to form a comuittee to consider the rights and
responsibilitios of all students within the school complex and asked
that their local committees report back to the Department in November
of 1971, Board chairmen were asked in question fifteen if they
followed this directive from the Comissionert!s office. The reply
from the chairmen was fifty percent, This failure to comply probably
rosulted from the lack of a clear cut guidelines and the fact that
rights seemed to overshadow respensibilities i the working draft
as pointed out by the principals?! association in the fall of 1971,

It appears that throughout the country various school systems

aro approaching the rights movement by allowing a voice in school affairs

to students at various levels,s In question sixteen ths chairmen were
asked at what level in education students should become involwved

in the management of the school system, Fourteen percent indicated
that elementary students should have a voice in management. The
seriousness of this percentage is questionable and lacks definition
by the board chairmen., Twenty-four porcont indicate that some voice
should be granted to those in the junior high school in areas that
did not affect policy by school cormittees, The highest percentage

of involvement agreed upon was twenty-esight percent at the hich échool
level, Thirty-six percont, however, indicated that students should

net have a veice in attompting to gain management at any level, These
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respondents indicated that they do not feel students are yet mature
enough to cope with the management of schools.

As & follow-up to question sixteen, board chairmen were asked if
they felt that students in a high school should have a voice in the
major decisions affecting their school system. A majority of forty-
five percent indicated that this privilege should be granted students,
while thirty-three percent of the respondents answered in the negative,
A high percentage of twenty-two percent elected not to answer this
question, Some of the board chairmen indicated that they do not feel
that students are mature enough to make responsible decisions at that
level.,

The student rights movement connotes change or a deviation from
what is presently considered the norm, The chairmeﬁ were‘asked if
they felt that their school boards were receptive to change as called
for by students in their movement towards more involvement in education
and its effect on their future. The chairmen totally agreed that their
boards are receptive to change,

| Some chairmen indicated that students should first become taxpayers
boefore they'should be allowed to have a voice in school affairs, The
board chairmen in question nineteen were asked if they agreed with this
concept, An overvhelming majority of eighty-eight percent responded
no to this question,

Question twefxty asked the board chairmen whatwere the major issues
facing education todaye. The responsos were variegated, some of the
more important issucs mentioned being immovation for educationts

sake, finance of public education, training toachers to e specific
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about educational goals, the lack of understanding of parents and
educators about the true mecaning of education, a need for a change in
graduate school for education, the development of a meaningful
curriculum and the modernization 6f disciplining children,

Also mentioned were the over-emphasis of individual desires of the
moment, teachers who are not fully cemmitted to education, the over-emphasis
of rights and the under-cmphasis of responsibility, equality of education, 2
need for the restructurinz of the goals and objectives of education, 2 proper
training of students for a modern dynamic society, securing top-notch faculty
and administration, and seeking a means to get the average taxpayer to
understand modern educational procedures and processes, Two or more of tho
respondents indicated each of these as being most important for the future

of education in the Commonwealth of lMassachusetts,

B, Superintendents, Table 10 shows that there were 108 M"self-selected

respondents" from the 230 superintendents who were polled which represents
46,9% of the total survoy instruments mailed, The table also shows the
responses of superintendents on a percent and number basis to six of the
ten questions asked in Part III of their version of the questionnaire, They
wore asked to answer or comment briefly on the remaining four questions, An
attempt was made to ask questions relative to the expertise of the
superintendents and their responsibility to the school systoms they manage.
Question one asked the superintondents what they felt the composition
of their respective school boards were, relative to conservatism and
liberalism, Fifty-five percont of the superintendents indicated that they
have a conservative school board while twenty-seven percent indicated that

the board is composed of liberal membership which indicates that




this is relatively consistant with ths boaxrd chairmen,

TABLE 10

A TABULATICH OF RESPOUNSZS BY PERCENT AND NUMBER TO QUESTIOQNS
IN PART IIL OF THE QUESTIGUNAIRE BY THE SUPERINTZNDENTSJ

Total Resnonses = 108

Quostion

Number Yes No No Response
% 10, < 10 % lioe

2 69.4 75 | 30.6 33 Y 0

3 52.8 57 | 4#7.2 51 0 0

- 6 13,0 L3 85.2 o2 1.8 2

8 L5 b9 | sh.6 59 : 0 0

9 50.9 55 | 49.1 53 0 0

230 Survey instruments were lailed

Question two consisted of asking the superintondents if they were
in favor of the Commissionerts movement in the direction of more
student involvement in major issues facing school systems, Sixty-nine
percent of the superintendents supported the Cormissioner in his moves
to involve youth in the major issues of education: Thirty~one percent,
however, disagree that it is necessary to involve youth at any level
in decisions involving major issues, but rather that such issuves
should be left up to the administration, )

In question three they were asked if they have been anproached

Jses Appendix B, pp. 120, 121,




by students with demands for more involvement in the operation of the
schools, Fifty-three percent of the superintendents replied in the
affirmative, Forty-seven percent answered no to this question, possibly
because many times, in larger schools where the superintendent would

not have the direct contact with the students as in smaller systems,
students would probably contaet the vrineipal first,

The superintendents were asked in question four what kinds of
demands have been sought through them in the past two &éérs. They
included the open campus, relaxation of smoking rules, dress code
changes, requests for the establishment of a work~study program,
the introduction of a black studies program, request for a student
lounge, 2 request for active participation in school committee meetings,
the introduction of a more meaningful curriculum, relaxed study halls,

a voice in the selection of teachers, and participation in the overall
poliéies of the school, Many of the respondents indicated that some
of theso demands have been met and others are being contemplated by
school boards and administrators,

In question five the superintendents were asked if they were receptive
to the impact of the Youth Advisory Council on the communities of
the Commonwealth, They were asked if they were mildly receptive,
greatly receptive, or not receptive at all to the demands of students,
Ten percent indicated that they were not receptive. The majority of
superintendents, or fifty-six percent, indicated that they are
mildly receptive which is an indication of a great conservative
majority ariong the superintendents, The liberal of the superintendents,

representing thirty~four percent of the faction, indicated that they




are greatly receptive to the demands of students,:
Quostion six asked the superintendents whethex thoy had read
Commissioner Sullivan's book, alk Run or Retreat, The reasoning

behind this choice of book in the quostionnaive was to £ind out if
any number of superintendents were familiar with books concorning
students! rights which were on the market, They were asked to comment
on chanter thirteen which touches upon student rights and responsibilities,
Only thiseen porcent res, onded to the affirmative, The most typical
rosponses were that his thoughts were faverable, that they indicated
one man's opinion and that it should be re-written after more research,
while some indicated that it is too theoretical, One corment said that,
"The Commissioner has stated some very good ideas, some of which should
be considered by the educational commmity,"

Question eight asked whether the majority, in the respondent
superintondents! opinion, of the lassachusetts superintondents are
in favor of the student involvement in the manaremont of schools, A
swrprising fifty-five percent felt that their follow superintendents
were not in favor of ncse student involvement, This is in direct
contrast to thelr answers to the quesiion eoncerning the favorability
to the Cormissioner!s guide for more involvement by students. However,
forty-five percont indicated that they are in favor of more student
participation and involvement, |

In question nine the superintendents were asked if they folt
that the high school curriculin as it is today is meaningful to
contemporary students, Fifty-one percent stated that they felt it
was, Yorty-nine percent, on the other hand, indicated that they did



not feel that our curriculums are meaningful to the students. Since
the students have drafted a document called "A Curriculum for Meaningful
Living," it is quite possible to assume that when the opportunity for change
in curriculum does occur, the forty-nine percent that indicated they were
disatisfied with the neaningfulness of the present curriculum will be more
open to progressive change in this area,

The superintendents were asked in question ten what major issues
are facing education today, The replies included the following areas
of concern and interest to the superinteiidents: collective bargaining,
finance of public education, the abdication of adult authority, the
re-evaluation of the compulsory age of attendance, drug associated
problems, administrative aid to education, the attraction of top students,
to the education fiold, student militancy, changes in the curriculunm,
research for the improvoment of education, public apathy towards education,
the evaluation of educational goals, the structure of decision making
in public education, lezal questions pertaining to education, and student
involvement in all phases of educational management, The two major concerns
of all the superintendents are the tax problem relative to gaining proper
funding for quality education and the attempt of inercased involvement in
public educational management by students,

Co Prircipals, The data for this portion of the study wacs generated by

the percentage of respondonts answering the Guestions, Table 1l shows that
there wero 102 survey instruments returmed by the Yself-selected respondents"
which represented 4k4,2% of the 230 emuiries mailed to the principals, The
table shows the responses of the principals relative to the rights and

respansibilities movement in tho Commonwealth as it applies to them, There



are eleven q*.sticns which roquire a yes or no response and these are
included in the table, Six of the other questions require a comment

or choice of answers,

TABLE 11

A TABULATION CF RZSPCISES BY P=RCINT AND NUMBER TO QUZSTIQIS
IN PART III OF THE QUESTICHNAIRE BY THE PRINCIPALSK

Total Rasponsas - 102

Quostion | .
Funber Yes No No Response
2 Hog -5 110, R Ho,

2 26,5 27 7345 75 0 0

3 78,4 80 19,7 20 1.9 2

5 73.5 75 26,5 27 0 0

6 82,3 8k 11..8 1z 5.9 6

7 16,7 17 80U 82 2,9 3

9 16,7 17 61,8 63 21,5 22
10 49,0 50 47,1 48 3.9 4
1 36.3 37 61.8 63 1.9 2
2 32,4 33 65.7 67 1.9 2
13 8,8 9 86.3 83 b,9 5
16 62,7 6k 34.3 35 2,9 3

220 Survew instroronts {23

The student population i many schools is represented by the student
cowncil, These councils have been for many years a direct link
beiweon the student body and administration, Their effectivcress,
however, in past years has been dobatable since in reality they have
not truly represented all of the students, Principals were asked in

question one who in their respsctive schools represents the total

kSee Appendix B, pn. 125, 126,
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student population, Seventy-four percent responded that the student
council represents the student body, However, fourteen percent of the
respondents indicated that the student-faculty council, which is a
recormendation of the Youth Council, represents the students as their
voice to the administration, Other responses mention organizations
such as the student govormment, student union, student congress, and
student assembly, These, however, were in the minority, It appears
that in the future, however, the student-faculty council will become
a stroﬁger force in the high schools of the Commomvrealth because of
its steady increase since the arrival of Commissioner Sullivan,

In question two principals were asked if any of their stidents
participate as representatives to school board meetings, Twenty-six
porcent of the high schools have students participating in school
board meetings, This was ten percent higher than what school board
ctairmen reported, Two factors rmay explain the difference, First,
morz principals responded to the questionnaire than did beard chairmen,
and secondly, it is quito possible that students attend board meetings,
but do not take an active role at the school bourd table, Rescarch
in some areas of the Cormonwecalth indicates this second possibility
to be true in some cases, -

Principals were asked in question three if the organization
which ropresents the students has approached them with demands in the
past two years, Seventy-eigut percent indicated that they have been
approached, with only twenty percent indicating that no attempt has

been made via this route,
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Prineipals were asked in question fowr what the major demands
of these studonts wore, The respomse indieated that they asked for
the following: smoking privileges, dress code changes, the intraduction
of an expanded cwriculirn, more conferences with administrators, open
study halls, open campus, senior privileges, participation in the
evaluation of teachers, the establishment of mini courses, mors
freedon during non-class time, and the right to have an underground
newspaper, Many of these demands are being met by administrators.

The two demands which principals are not cager to grant are the establishment
of snoking privileges and participation in the evaluation of teachers,

Tenwre and evaluation, it appears, are sacred items in which they do not

care to have anyone have a voice except their peers.

Question five asked the principals whether they are receptive to
the demands of students, Seventy~fowr porcent favor students rapping
with them about problems vhich face the entire student body. There is,
howover, a substantial twonty-six percent throughout Massachucotts
vho are not at all receptive to the demands of students,

Prineipals wore asked in question six if they felt that students
should have a voice in the management of the high scheol, Eighty-tuwo
percent responded in the affirmative. There are, however, twolve
percent of the respondents vho disagreed and felt that the students!?
only concern should be their studies,

Students have proposed thrcugh the youth council, guidolinos for
a cwriculun in the high schools for a more meaninzful living, They

want major changos in the presont surriculun, In question seven
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principals vero asked if they felt that radical changes should be made
in the cviricwlwn, ilthourn sevent.on percent of the principals agreed
that changes should be made, eighty porcent take issue with radical
changes beiny made in the curriculum,

Question eight asked in what arcas of the curriculum do you
believe changes showld be made, Principals answered this question
by indicating the followingz points for chanze: an increase in courses
teaching technical saleable skills, the introduetion of psychology
and sociolozy to the curriculum, the expansion of the summer school
programs, the offering of moro meaninzful courses for the terminal
student, the intreduction of flexible modular schoduline, more
emphasis on work-study apprenticeships, the expansion ¢f or intreduction
of 6ccupational educational programs, student involvement in curriculum
development cince it is the student who benefits from the type of
curriculum offered, the up-dating of the cwriculum for a meaningful
existance, mini courses along with a multitude of electives, courscs
dealing with confemporary problems, a fusion of English and Social
Studies courses aimed at more humanistic objectives, co-ed physical
education and health classes, and a more meaningful humanistic prozgran
in all schools, The ovor-all concentration seems tr bs upon the
terminal student who has not been considered as impostant as the
collego-bound student, The trond, hewever, is to equalize the
importance of the college-bound and the non-college bownd or terminal
studont.

Question nine asked whether, in the principals opinicn, the student




should have a voice in the teacher evaluation, The majority of
responses indicate that principals do not agree that students should
have a voice in teacher evaluations, Only seventeen percent were
willing to grant students this privilege.

In 1971, the Commomwealth witnessed the adoption of the open
campus syster: of education in several school systems scattored
tbxou;hoﬁt tho state, Principals were asked in question ten if they
were in favor of such an arrangement, Forty-nine percent indicated
that they ars favorable to this type of imnovation. There are about
twenty-five schools which have instituted the open campus concept,
and those schools will more than likely beceme the models upon ﬁhich
othor systems will be able to judge the feasib:lity of its adoption.
Forty-soven percont of the respendents indicatsc that they are not in
favor of the open campus concopt, Some comment that their rcasons are
that their schools are in areas which cannot adequately adovt some
of the concepts of the open campus, They also indicate that the lesal
aspects of reJ.eas.ing students would have to be clarifiud before they
would attompt to institute it in theur schools,

Quostion olevon asked whether the principals should ellew
smoking in rostricted arcas within the school, Sixty-two porecent were
against grovting the students this privilego, Chief amongz tho reasons
vero the presont knowledge of the dangoré of smoking and public spathy
to those dangers, A substantial thirty-two poreont indicated trat
students should bs granted this privilege,

Principals were asked in question twelve if they felt that students
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should handle discipline probleoms in conjunction with the administration
of the school, Sixty=-six percent voiced an opinion that discipline
could mora fairly be handled by administration rather than the students
or a combination of students and teachers, Thirty-two percent agreed
that it would be a good idea if students had a voice in the discipline
of their peers, This rospondent group indicated that perhaps a harsher
punishment would mean more if it came from the students themselves,

Principals were asked in question thirteen what they felt the
major changes in education will be in the years ahead as a direct
result of the rights and responsibilitics movoment. The over-all
consensus of opinion of the principals soems to be that students will
begi- to realize the ccmplexitios of education ard that alonz with
the rights which they gain will come a groater realization of the
rosponsibilities which will accompany those rights, Thayv feol that
. the studonts of the future will in fact share in the educational
planning of thoir. futures,

In question fourteon, the princivals were asked if they had read
Dr, Neil Sullivan's book, vhlk, Run or Rotreat, Only nir: poircent

replied that they had read the book and of those who did. they
stated that it was an average book with no carth-shaking sugpostions
rado, Othcis had a more reactionmary rosponse to the book, foeling
that tho entire book is alarming and a voice of doom for education.
On the whole, the responses wore not favorable,

Question sixtoen asked the principals if thoy folt that the students
who are pressing for rights within the high school are truly sincere
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in tholr demands on education and its management, Sixty-three
percent of the principals felt that tho students are sincere abou.
bringing change to educaticn, Thirty-fouwr percent indicated that it
is Just a radical {ew who are tryinz to disrupt the normal educational
pattern by attempting to take over the reins of education, The
general feeling about the subjcct was that the majority of the
studonts were honest in their efforts %o change the educg.tional
systen,

Principals were asked in question seventcen at what level in
& students! education should he begin to have a woice in the opcration
of the school, Thirteen percent felt thoy should have a voice beginning
in the clementary school. Nine percent felt that their participation
should bogin at the junior high level and fifty percent felt that it
should begi;x ét the high school level, There wora, however, twonty-sight
percent of the respondents who folt that students should not btocome

involved in the oporation of the school at any lov

VI, Swrary of the Chapters There are many areas concerning

the student rights and responsibilitics movement that £ind tho school
board chaiwmen, superintendents and principals in almost total
aproaonent, However:, there were various questicns throughout the
questionnaire waich show the chaiimen, superintendents and the
prineipals taking issus with cach othor, Part I shows very little
difference in tho type of response although ons group might boe

strongly in faver of or stronzly against some particular sugeestion
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implied in the question, Also, the questions in Part I were primarily
of a sociological nature and covered genorally well-knoim trends in
education that are, for the most part, gensrally accepted by most
educators, Part II shows generally the same resvonse as does Part I;
however, there are some areas such as the cemmunication gap and other
areas that reprosent the disparity between generations where the
superintendents voiced -~ stronger opinion than the other respondents,
The same strong response was elicited by the Principals on the subject
of teacher tenurs, Opinions on written responses vary among all
three of the respondents indicating the indepondenco of thought among
the officos; on the other hand, it is also possible to interprot
these difforences as a lack of communication between the various
offices and an ignorance of contemporary knowledge about the issues.

In Part III of the quostionnairs, cach arca of expertise relative
to tho respondents is taken seprately, Here the questions are tailored
more to the particular position and rolo of the respondents, and
answe:'s, consequently, were more varied, Sczhiool board chairren are
very definite in their opinions on the dirsction of youth in their
attompt toward more educaticnal involvement, 2nd they expressed one
hundred porcent unanimity whon asked if their boards are receptive
to change as called for by students, However, they also expressed
almost ono hundred percent wnanimity when askod if they would 2llow
students to have a vote as reprasentativos on the school boards, The
response was negative, Taken togother totally, it appoars that the

school board members, as viewed within the limitations of %his
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study, are the more cautious educationzl managors, The suporintendents,
on the other hand, have some strong opinions relative to stuwdent
involvement related to the Commissioner of Education, In contrast
to the school board chairmen, they appear to favor more involvement
of students in the education process, Other answers ars not
exceptionally docisive collectively: however, many do volce strong
opinions as to what direction should be taken by youth and the
administration, Generally, the respondents felt that the
administration should offer the groatest possible choices in order
that a2 meaningful future can be assured to 21l students,

Principals ars almost umanimous in their response to the question
of curriculum change., They ars also very strong in ‘heir response
to the sincority of youth and their rights movement, feeling that
young people have a great deal more to offer with respect to their
own education,

It is possible that the extraome range in responsas to scme of
the questions ocewrred partly because of the age range of the
responuents, Thore were rolativoly few whose ages ranged from
thirty-one throuch forty. There were also few responses within the
sixty-one throwgh soventy age range. Thus many of the arswers, either
negative or positive, parallel the ape differential of the forty-one to
fifty agoe catesory. Although one is treading on dangorous territory
to make assumptions cutsido tho margins of the study, one might
assume that the relative older age level of the respondents may

have made the general response more conservative than if the



respondents camo from a younger age bracket,

A second factor in the responses may be the geographical
location of the respondents, Many of those who represent the
westorn part of the state appear to be more conservative than tho other

' areas where the rights and responsibilities issue is being felt on
& much larger scale, It is also true that a more liberal faction
of educators exists in proximity to any large urban center; which
exists in the eastern section of the Commonwealth,

In the final chapter, the conclusions and implications will
be discussed and an2lyzed and recormendations will be made based on
the findings of this report,




CHAPTER V
CONCLUSIONS, LIMITATIONS, AND RECCMMENDATIONS

The information gathered in this study has produced an insight
into the feelings and ideas which are presently boing expressed
by people who ranage and direct our secondary schools, The ri hts
and responsibilities movement is still in its infant stage and will
emorge in the future as a factor to be dealt with as a major item
in the education of every boy and girl in the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts,

It must be realized that very little contemporary information
is available on the subject of students! rights and responsibilities,
and there are no existing studies of this kind, Therefore, it must
be assumed that all conclusions and recommendations are projectjons
of only the information collected within the margins of this study,
In goneral, therefore, this study has shown that the rightc and
responsibilitios movement is, in fact, in existence within the
school systems of lMassachusetts and has made some progress in

many high schools throughout the Commonwealth,

Conclusiens, The Department of rducation in the Commonwealthy
\

of Fassachusetts issued a booklet entitled, rhuecational Goals for

Massachusetts, and in the section on "Pathways," the task force
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has pointed out ihe noed for schools in the Commonwealth to humanize
the educational process., Thoy further state that in order to realize
the common poals of education the schools should:

Accord dignity to the lecarner by respecting him
as a porson: by individualizing instruction in a
manner which allows him to woirk accerding to his
ability end to s~tisfy his rced (o succeed; by
encouraging him to dcvelop his own value system
which is tonpered with sensitivity to his
oblipgations to others: by freeins his ereative
nature and by aidine him to devs:lop gés thought
processes in a realistic atmosphere,

According dignity to the learner also means not placing any
particular role or social more! above any particular class of
students, It is obvious then, that education today ought to focus
its attention on all students, and not just a seleet fow, In the
past, owr offorts were directed toward the ecollego~bound student,
and the terminal students were left without adequate educational
support, Today, however, edu itors are teginning to realize
that the future of the torminal student is as important as that of
the collesc-orionted student,

Educators havo becoms awaro of the involvement of youth in the
decision-making processes that are rslevant to their education,
Throughout the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, involvement in the new
dimensicns of ascociate membership on school cormittees, involvement with

the open campus, and the creation ¢f advisory councils are becoming

more commonplace, In response to a letter sent to him on Decembor &,

881011 Ve Sullivan, Chairman, Renort of the Task Force on
Edveati ok Goals Zfor rassachuantis, (Leston, iassachusetts:
Departriont of idducation rublieaiien, 1971), p. 14,




1971, Corrnissioner of Education, Dr, lNeil V, Sullivan commented:

We lecarn the domosratic process by living it,
Student involvement in the draftine, testifyine
at public hearin~s and workin~ for the enzcetment
of tho student on the State Zoard of zducation
logislation was axtensive and fruitful, This is
citizenshin education,S9

Edueation is knowledoe and awareness, and these two faclors
have inereascd rapidly since the early sixties, thereby making the
youncer goncration much more cognizant of their environmont and
the roles they wish to play in society,

An ontimistic view of the direction that youth is taking along
tais trend was presented by Erigette and Peter Berger in "The
Blueing of America’:

But as to the putatively green revolution we think
that the follewing will be its most probable resultis
it will accolorate social riobility in Amorica, givine
new opportunities for upward movement of lower middle=-
class and workine class peonle, and in the process
will chanre the ethnic and relicious comrosition of
the higher classes, Put differently, for from
Yereoning" Jsemerica, the alleced cultural ravolutien
will serve to strensthen tho vitality of tue
technolociezl society arainst which it is directed
and will furthor the interects of precisely those
social strats that are least touched by its gyrrently
celobrated transformations of consciousness,

The implications of this statement are that thers is a real
rovolution taking place in this Commonwealth and country pertaining
to the rights and responsibilities of students. This is substantiated
by tho fact that school officials are recognizing the need to

strengthen the technological opportunities through the emphacis

89500 Appondix C, pp. 132-133,

9°Petnr L and Iricitte Bergexr, "The Blueing of Ameri.ca,"
Intollectvral Dirast, (Soptomber, 1971), Pe 256
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placed on occupational cducation and work study programs, Better
thar eighty percent of the respondents indicated in question eleven
of Part II of tho questiomnaire that thero was a definite nced for
programs directed toward the terminal student, the future blue collar
workers of America.
The rospondents to the Questionnaire have pointed out that they
are willing to listen to the teonagers and zllow them a voice in their
educational future in some limited ways, such as involvement in the
open campus, reprcsentation on schocol committees, and the formation
of student-faculty councils, Restrictions toward student invelvement
are being diminished each yzar, Dr. Ginott has pointed out that:
There is a crucial difference between the old way
of imposing restrictions and the new way cf
settine limits, IJn the past tcenzgers feelinzs
were ofton imored, The »cstrictions were seot
amidst anzer and argucment and in a language that
invited resistance, In the medern arp.reach,

linits ars set in a mamer that preserves owr
teenasors! self-respect,9l

\
<

It appears from the results of the questionmnaires that the
objactives of the student youth are being examined, eithar
negatively or positively, by the major parties involved in the
managenent of owr schools, It is obvious from the varied responsces
of ‘this study, many of them positive, ithat school board chairnen,
superintandents, and principals are involving young people and are

providing a means for shared experiences in education, They are also

91ps, Faim G, Ginott, Fottreen Parent and Toonager, (Toronto:
The Macmillen Company, 1969), pe 150,
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allowing students to sharo in the complexities of their education
and are recoznizing that the youth of the Cormonwealth are creative
and have much to contribute, They are attompting to bridge the
generatlon gap in order to build a better and stronger educational
community,

It is of significant interest to note that Education U.S.A. recently

conducted a swrvey of the state departments of education to dotermine
where the states stood on particular questions pertaining to

student rights and responsibilities, The questions asked in that
survey were as follows:

1. Do you have or are you preparing a policy on
student righis?

2, Did students help write the policy?

3. Do you encourare students to serve on school
boards c¢r on advisory councils?

4, Are students in your state concerncd about their
civil libertics?

5. Have schools in your state bﬂnn involved in any
civil liborties court casest?

Of the fifty states survayed, thirty seven responded; and of this
number, four answered yes to all five questions, The Commonwealth
of Massachusotts was one among tho states of California, New Jorsey
and New Mexico to return positive answers to all of thre above

questions, The problem of student rights and responsibilities is

R)ational School Public Rolations As sceiatlion, Stulent Riehts
And PBrzpoasibilitics«Covris ifores Schools To Changa, 'vhat the States
Are Doing," (.ashin: slon, DeCey 1972), Epe G516,
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not one that is limited to the boundariec of Massachusetis, At
least seventy-four percent of the states have been faced with this
contemporary problem,
The in-depti study of this writer has attempted to show the
collective attituies of school administrators throughout the
Cormonwoalth of Massachusetts and to offer recommendations that will

be related to this study,

Iimitations, The followingz limitations are listed in comnecetion

with this study:

1, Very little matorial has boon published reolating
to the rights ard rosponsibilitios novement in
the Commonwoalth of lMassachusetts,

2, The rights and responsibilities movoment is in

its early stagos in the Commonwoalth of
Massachusetts,

Rocommondations, Rocommendatior.s related to this study for

educators in the public schools of Massachusotts are as follows:

1, Form studcent committoes and include in oxisting
comnitteos, which will involve all tho major class
and soclal structmes that exist within the school,
in oruar that a true ercss-section of tho studont
commur.ity will be ropresonted,

2, Allow active student rparticipation in school board
meelings wnich would iwcluie voting powor. Altl.ouch
this idea met with a vesy nomative response f 5 the
respondents, it is felt by this writer that
roprosontation without real voting pewor is only
a tolton actions 1Inis would add to the real rorece,
in a measurcable way, of the youth rights and
rosponsibilitics,

3. Introduce into all hirh schools of the Commonwealth
occurational cducatioral rrowrame which will give
the terainal student an evportuenity te take an
active productive role in sociely aftor gradvation,




e

10,

1,

Cuarriculun formulation should teo dealt with in
rsference to all the major secial and racial
classes that exist within the particular schools,

Initiate a program which will acquaint the school
board members, suverintendents and hirh school
principals with tha most contemporary and liboral
literaturo on the subject of studont rights and
responsibilities,

Encourage independont research on the subject of
student rights and responsibilities,

Promote the ineclusion of honest, feeling-level
communicaticn between members of cormittees
responsible for cormunicution betwoen students
and educators.

Premote courses in the curriculum thati stress
comparisons batween existing coeicliogical and
political ideas and the students! own values,
According to the study results, a high degree
of rcsponse tied in scciological conditions
and student apathy, hzabits and unrest,

According to the questionnaire results, a vory
high respense was elirited in developing
curriculun that ccnceatrates unon dovelioping
more poerscnilly satisfying relationships with
othor people and with society in gcneral.

It is projected that courses dealing with this
interaction b2 develeped and included in
existing curriculums in the Commonwealth,

Although the response from question 1 of Part

II of the questionmaire elicited a 554 pocitive
reply, (27.35 on the part of the school board
chairmen), this writer feels that enouch of a
response was elicited to warrant the formulation
of Committeces for Co-Crdination of Study and
Recommendation. (See question number one in
Part II of the questionnaire),

Generally the responses for the various
participations by students in decision-making
processas, (“uestion number threoe in Part II

of the quostiomnaire), was answered in the
affirrative, according to the study, Thercefore,
it is suggoested that application of this idea

be generally applied to the nccessary departments,
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12, Accordine to the questionnaire results, a very
high affirmative response was civen to the
inclusion of conturmworary issues beines
introduced into seminar and discussion groups,
It is sugsested by this result that such a
cuiriculum be included generally in the
Commonwealth's schools,

Implications, Generally, the findings of this study indicate

that high school students, judging by the reaction of the educators
involved with the questiommaire, are becoming more involved in their
own education, Many educators seem to be disturbed over the inclusion
of certain ideas into their committees and they interpret these idaas
as over-reactionary and too liberal, It seems, however, from the
indications projccted from this study that what we must do is promote
nore extensive cormunication of a "grass-roots" nature between students
and educators. All ecducators, from every role and position in the
educational community, must be ready to change with the advancing
‘socloty, The reactions and evaluations projected from this study are
only a srall amount of the real education change that will take place
in tho future, Not only must the students eventually leamm that
responsibility goes hand-in-hand with the acquisition of rights, but
educators, too, must understand that along with their position of
authority, comes the responsibility of educating the studemt, Too often,
it secems, authority and responsibility become confused, It must be
remembered that the education of the stwdert is the primary responsibility
of the educator, not the perpetration of his authority,

If we are to improve oducation and if we are to discover new
toechniques in training our yowng to take their places in society, then

we must involve then to a greator extent in determining thoir future,
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HUIANIIZATIC GUTINZLINES FOR EDUCATION

PREAMBLE

Our society is chanming rapidly in many ways, as any
society must do in order to effectively deal with the inereasingly
large number of new developments and their resultant benefits and
problems, One of these chanzes, which especially affects youth, is
a substantial decrease in the opportunities for porsomal growth in
areas of decision raking and the establishment of honest, feelinge
levol commmication with people. This is largely a result of the
dopersonalization, dehumanization, and ultramechanization of cur
indusirialized sccicty, Disadvantageous effeocts reflecting these
are cxhibited by the inorease in the alienation and radicalization of
youth, and the related increase in the diverce, erime and drg abuse
rates,

. O hizh schools should develep and administer methods to
provide or vroplace the lost opportunities mentioned above for strdents
by helpir.g them to dcal with these new sucio-ecconomic-political
realities and to develop more personally satisfying relatioaships
with psuple, their institutions, and their scciety,

Because it is no lenger only necessary to provide youth with
didactic input, schools must teach students how to think, orranize
anzlyze, and cynthesizo information by opciing the students mind to

-]l -
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the many new options in self-developrent, life stylos and sociecty
available to him, Authoritarianism is inconsistent with this
doctrine because it is essontisally a dotrirental and inoffective
mothod of substituting institutlional decision making and thought
for student decision making andi thought, This can never be the
purpose of a school, if the school is to satisfy the needs of a
growing individual,

This statement provides gridelines to aid tho local conmunitiest
development of school-student, cormmunity-citizen relatienships that
hopefully will nurture balance botween individual human beings, thelr
institutions, and their society,
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HUMANIZATION GUIDZLINES

GENERAL AND SI'ECIFIC GOALS

1, Ona reason for today!s aliematiocn of youth is the lack of
comrmmnication and responsiveness to youth!s desiros and needs in
institutions founded to serve them, not to frustrate thom, Al
students must be given the opportunity, the right, and the
rosponsidbility to develop the decision making skills, communication
skills, and responciveness requiroed to produce change within a
relatively organized system, This development can be accomplished
throughs

a., The muintenance of absoluto respect for the studentst
rights and responcibilities as oxpressed in the

Guidslines For Stndent Rirhts And Rosponsicilitics,

Y. The c¢stablishmont of an on-geing Committee for Co-

ordination of Study and Rocommendation (C.C.S.R.)

(or similar committee of a different nams) composed

“of oqual roprescentation of students, tezchers,
administrators, and pavents, The C,C.S.R, would aect
as an intoerface botwreon the hich schosl comnmif;y and
the incnl school cormities by formulnting proposals
concorninz issues and problcas of mutval intorest to
the fore-montionod groupe for the consideration of

local school cormittees, Those provosals chould bo
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concerned with change within the high school and sheuld
'deal with issues mutually dictated by the needs of the
school, ths groups representod, and the members of the
CeCeSuRe The CeCeSeRe should act as a forum for
discussion ard compromise between the groups and weuld
co~-ordinate, study, and consider any recormmendations
forwarded by any member or committee of the high schocl
community, including those coxmittees suggested in the
following paragraphs,

¢. The establishment of on-going departmental committees
composed of students, teachers, and the department
head. This commitiee would review yearly the departmenits
curriculum and guarantee students, as well as teachers
ard adminisirators, the right and responsibility to

| establish changes in ths curriculum of each department

within the high school,

de The establishment of a student-toacher-prineipal-
superintendent of schools cormittee, to evaluate,
re-develop, and re-dircctionalize the current diseiplinary
policics and all school rules and reculations at the
high school whenever petiticned by any member of the
high schocls Provisiens should be made for an crdexly
procedwre of appeal from instructional evaluations
especially those allegedly reached on non-academice
grounds,

2, Sinco students must dovelop enalytical and intellectually
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imguisative thought procssses, the student's participatien in
the total learninz exporience must bo increzsed to bocome 2
major part of schooling, This can be facilitated by the following
methods :
a8« Tho nurber of seminar type courses should be inereased
bescause these focus on stude»‘nt participation,
be Since rood grades are not, in many eases, 2 result of
an intuitive wnderstanding of a subject, grades must
bo de-emphasized while leurning should be stressed,
¢ Indopsndent study programs with a qualified advisor
should be increased, made availabla, and promoted for
21l students, These programs should not have prohibitive
pro-requisites based on provious course or grade
background bocause independent study relies on iniliative
which may not have been elicited by formal courscs,
de Studeat tracking should be abolishiod because pre-requisites
should be hased on a stwdont's knowledge gained by formal
and inforral means and on the student's nseds and desires.
A stwiixrits cheice of courses should te dopondent on a
course catalozue which should state the focuc, subjoct
mattor, and intonsity of the courses availablo to sll
students,
3¢ Stuwdenis must leaim the decision making processes involved in self-
time~management in ordor to have an orzanized, productive 1ifc,
These processes cen be obtzined by participation in optional study

kall attendance, open campus, extonded school day, and extended
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school year programs, Schools should promote and encourage
participation in these altormative educatieral programs,

4, There is a need for increased communications between students and
the school faculty. If commnication is met with responsiveness
without dofonsiveness, such cormunication will reduce alienation,
relieve problems, and produca an atmosphere of undorstanding
conducive to learning,

&, Teachers should frequently and periodically convene
informal discussion groups based on tiust relationships
with a linited number of students for the purpose of
discussing eriticisms and complaints econcermninz the
teacher, teaching methods, the course, the texts, and
the students,

by A written ovaluation of the teacher, text, and course
.should be fiied by each student for every couvrse, The
resuwlts of which should be made available to the
individval teacher and his department head for their
considoration and possible action,

5. Emotional issues and a lack of training often affect onets
capaeity to function in his job, This naturally applies to teachors,
However, since a teachorls job affects the lives of many impressionable
students, this intorferonce must me minimized,

2, Teachers shovld bo rciuvired to take courses dealing
with growp dyramies, value elerification and modzsam
teaching methodologics which concentrate on inercased

student partieipation in the learning exporience,



b

Ce

107
Since emotional issues must b2 dealt with on an emotional
deval, teachers should be requested to participate in
long term sensitivity training led by a trained growp
worker in order to facilitato self-awareness and
attitudinal changes conducivoe to the establishment of
& hwmane-understanding atmosphere in education,
Teachors ghould be allcowed roleased tims for ineservice
training programs, All teachers in public schoosls should
participate in programs or courses on cultural diversity
which deal with problems confrenting the poor,
disadvantaged, bi-lingual, andfor minority student,

especially Blacks, Chicanos, Asians, and American Indiuns,

€. Schools rust provide the opportunity for all students %o develop

‘into enotionally rmaturs individuvals,

8.

b,

Co

Hunan relations and psychology courses should be
available for all students who choocse to deal with
their emotions on a detachod, intellectual basis,
Encounter and sensitivity groups facilitated ty well
trained group vorkers should be made available to egll
those studonts vho wish or require more intensive heln,
The maticv of guidance department personnel to students
should bo increased to a reasonable proportion, Each
student shecuwid have two sensitized counselors, One
couwnsslor should deal only with the counseling and
secretarial work required for the school programing of

courses, These guldanece persennel should be better
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trained for career coumseling as well as for future
education counseliny, The other coumselor should be
& more highly trzinzd sccial worker and should be
available for student counsoling for both individual
and growp situations,

d, Confidentiality concerninz the studentt!s problems should
be mintained at all times, and records concerning
confidential matters should be aveided or minimized,

7+ High Schools should deal with issues contemporzary to our society
through seminay and discuscion group courses,

a2, Health Zducation including drug and sex education should
be made available to all students and should provide
students witli siot only factwal information but 2 medimm
for discussicu of attitudes ralovant to the course topic,

b, Courses in fa:ily living shouwld be implemented and should
includo training in child develornient and the parental
role in order to promote future healthy fonily situations,

¢, Schools should also provide for all interesied students
Ecology Cduestion which should examins the facts of
pollution in general, explore the facts of lcecal
pollution problems, stuwdy local ecology activity groups,
and exarine nathods of legal action agzinst polluters
in ordor to stimulate social concerm in the citizenry
of our cruntry,

de Studics of the involvement of Elacks and other minerity

grouss in histery shouwld be implemonted inte Social
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Studies courses by integrating them on an inter-
disciplinary level, U, S, History courses should
promote objoctivily in dealing with actions of the
government when it has ected on issues rolative to
minority studios ard foreign poliey,
Schools sheuld also provide interdisciplinery eourses
in the Arts and Humanitios fer all students so that

the human experience ca2n be extended.

8. Stimulated social concern should be supplemented with a well

organlzed understandirs of how to produce changes through our

governmont, in ordoer to produce good citizens,

8e

be

Ce

de

Schools should try to provide jobs associated with local
governnont for students in co-operative education
programs, work-study prograns, or informal after—-school
programs,

English Departments should implement 2 Rhetorde

Course which should déal ﬁith coomunication skills

such as diplomacy, and public speaking and lecturing
skills, Interdisciplinary policies, language, and
literature should also bs considered,

Schools should provide forums for discussion of
political and sacial reform, Sshools should also
stimulate and encourage student political activity in
student government and in the world outside of the
school sotting,

Courscs in Criminal Justice and the Jaw should be



)
t=d
U=

- 10 =
offerad to all students,

9., College is not the only option to a high school graduate;
tharefore, comprehensive high schools must train students for
non=college options,

a. Vocational, tochnical, distributive, ard co-cperative
education should be promoted by schools and guidance
counselors and made available to all interecsted
students,

b. Schools should seek ard provide local volunteer and
paying jobs for all interssted students, These jobs
should be availabls after or durling sck ol hours and
should receive school course credit,

10s° The present GED requirements shculd bo changed to allow students
to obtain a high school equivalency certificats btefere thoy recach
age 19,

11, Tenure should neover exceed a five year pericd., Review boaxds
for both tenure and nen-~tenure teachers and adninistrators shovld

include student participation in its decision-making process,

The Board of Zducation ¢f the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
encourages each cormmnity to seriocusly consider guidelines as expressed
above and, wherevor appropriato, to offect necessary chanzes, The
offective implementation and developmont of a climate for learning
requires the exercice of good faith on the part of students, parents,
gchool porsonnel, and school officials, and a basic respect for the

worth of cach individual and his ability to contribute to his cormunity,
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SCHOOL BOARD CHAIRMAN 112
Plecse Complete And Raturn In Solf Addressed Envelope

NAME AGE: 18-25__#1=50___
26-30___51-50___
'SCHOOL SYSTEM 31-b0___61-70___

b g
<o

Please Check Or Briefly Answer The Following Questions

The followinz questions are rolated to the Prsamble of the
Humanization Guidelines pertaining to students Rights and
Respoansibilitios,

ie Do you believe that the lack of honest, fceling=level
communication between students and adults is a result of
the depersonalization, dehumanizatio:: and ultramechanization
ef our industrialized society? YES __NO___
2. Which of the factors above has contributed most to this lack
of communication?

3. Has the alienation and radicalization of youth been related to
the rapid increcase of divorce, crime and drug abuse in this
country? TES___NO_

&, Which, in your opinion, of the above arecas is the greatest
contributor?

5. Should tho curriculum offer courses which would develop more
persenally satisfying relationships with people, their
institutions end their socioty? YES___NO____

6. Should our schools develop a curriculum which would help to
deal with the new socio=economic political realities?

YES NO

7, Students stato, that we must teach them how to think, orzanize,
analyza, and synthesize information by opecning the students
nmind to the rany new options in self-development, lifo styles,
and society available to thems Do you concur with this
statement? YES___NO___

8, Tf you answered no in number seven, then what is the alternative?
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9s Authoritarianisnm should boe oliminated from the educational
world says youth, because it is a road block to progross,
Do you agroe or disagree? AGREE DISAGREE

10,s Why do you agroe or disagree?

II. The following questions are ralated to the Goneral And Specific
Goals found in the Humanization Guidelines as they relate to the
Rights and Responsibilities of Students,

1, Should every hich school in Massachusotts forma a Committee
for Co~Ordination of Study and Recormmendation, (CCSR)
consisting of equal representation of stuiants, teachers,
administrate. 5 and pareats, whose finetion would be to act
as an interfaca between the hich school corrnity and local
school committee? This commities would for-mlate proposals
concerniny issues and problems of mutwal interest for
consideoration by the local school committeo, Y=S NO

2, Since students must develop analytical and intellectually
dmuisative thouzht processes, the students participation
in the total learninz experience must be increased to become a
major part of schooling, How do you think this my be
_accompliched?

3. Students must learn tho deeision making process involved in
self-tiro management in ordor to have an o»ranized, productive
1ife, Do you boliove that thoste processes can be obtainsd by
rarticipation in:

A, Optional study hall attendance=e=-=YES NO
Be Open Campus YES o
Ce Extended School Diyew YES P
D, Extended school yoar programseecece==Yis 0

&4, Should schools encourage participation in the above alternative
educational programs? YES NO

5. Do you believe thers is presently a lack of cormunication
between students and the school faculty? YES NO

6. If cormnication betveon students and the school faculty is
met with responsivoness without defensiveness, will such
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commnication reduce:

As Alionation - YES NO

B, Relieve Frobloms Y&S NO

C. Produce an ztmosphere of understandine conducive
to learning YuS NO

Students say that emotional issues and a lack of training
cfton affects ones! capacity to function in his jobe. They say
that this applies to tcachers, To counter this they advcecate
that all teachers should participate in lon< torm sensitivity
training vhich would lead to a larmane understandine atmosphere
in education, Do you think this necessary? UWhy?YES NO

Sheould sensitivity training be made available to students in
our schools? Why? YES NO

Should our hish schools deal with issues eontemporary to owr
rocliety through seminar and discussion courses? Y3 NC
How can this best be accomplished?

Stimilated social concei'n should be supplemented with a well
orgenized understanding of how to produce changes through our
government, in order to produce good citizens. How ecan this
best be dene?

Do you believe that our hizh schools are not doinz enoush for
our non-collepre bound students? YES NO
How can this best be rectified?
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12, Should the Ge.E.De age requirement be lowered from ninoteen?
To What Ago? YES NO

13, Students say that teachers tenurs should not exceed five years,
Dn you agree? YES NO

14, Students wish to particivate in review boards of tenure and non-
tenure teachers and administrators, Do you believo that they
should? YES NO

III, The following questions are related to the Rights and Responsibilities
Movement as it relates to your area of governance,

1, In your judgement, is the composition of your board:
Consarvative Liberal

2, Have demznds for chanse been sought by studont representatives
in the past two years? YES NO

3, that three mojor demands have students requested action upon
for change in the past two years?

k., Ase you in agreement with more student invelvement in the
management of a2 high school? YES NO

5, Stadents wish to have a voice in the evalmation of teachers,
Do you believe they should? YES 3¢

6, Students claim that the present hich school curriculum in
Massachusetts is not meaningful 4o theme Do you acres or
disagree with this statememt? AGREE DISAGREE

7. Do you wve a student representative on your school board,
appointed by students? YES NO

8, If yes in seven, can tne student make motions? YES NO

9, If yes in eicht can the student officially vote on his motions
with the board? YES NO

10;: Te what extent do you foel students should be involved in
education?
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11, Have you rcad the book Walk, Run O Retreat written bty
Comnissioner Sullivan? YES RO

12, If yes in question number eleven, what was your reactioun to
chapter thirteent

13, Students feel that a teachers probation should be inecreased frem
thrée to five years, Do you agreo with this? YES NO

14, Do you feel that the students rights movement is: a. as
important » be more important
¢, loss important than the plight of tho taxpayer
relative to cducation?

15, Do you have a sube=committee workine on the Cormissioners?
Guidelines for student Rights and Responsibilities instituted
last spring? YES NO

16, At what age do you think students should become involved in
the rmanagement of the school system? a, Elementary

b, Junior Hirh

¢, Hich Scheol

d. Not At All

17, Do you believe students should have a voice in the major
decisiens affecting your scheool system? YES NO

18, Is your board receptive to change as called for by students?
YES NO

19, Should students first become tax payinrg citizens before they
¢can have a voice in how a2 school system should be yun?
YES NO

20, What do you feel are the major issues facing education today?

Thank you very much for your co-operation in the questiommaire you

have jutt completeds A copy of the results will be sent to you on rejuest,




SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS 11?7
Please Complete And Return In Sglf Addressed Envelope

NAME AGE: 18-25__41-50___
26~30__51-60___
SCHOOL SYSTEM 32440 61~7=__

Pleaso Checl: Or Eriefly Answer The Follorine Questions

IS The followring questions are reinted to the Proamble of the
Humanization Guidelinos pertaining to students Rights and
Responsibilities,

1! Do you believe that the lack of henest, feeling-level
cormmnication betweon students and and adults is a result of
the doperscralizaticen, dehunenization and ultramechanigzation
of our industrialized society? YES NO

2, VWhich of the factors above has contributed mest to this lack
of communication?

3. Has the alienmation and radiecalization of youth besen related to
the rapid increase of divorce, crime and drug abuse in this
country? YES NO

&, Which, in your opinion, of the above areas is the greatest
contributor?

S« Should the curriculum offer courses vwhich would devolop more
personally catisfying relatienships with people, their
institutions and thoeir society? YES NO

6s Should our schools dovelop a eurrieculum which would help to
deal with the new socio-ecoromic politieal rcalities? 5
IES N

7, Students state, that we must teach them how to think, organize,
analyze, and synthesize infoxmation by opening the students
mind te the many new options in self-develovment, life styles,
and society available to thoms Do you conewr with this
statement? YES . NO

8, If you answered no in number seven, then what is the altermative?
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9. Authoritarianism should be oclimincted from the educational
world says youth, because it is a road block to prorress,
Do you agrea or disagree? AGREE DISAGREE

10, Vhy do you agree or disagreo?

II. The followinz quostions are related to the General And Specifie
Goals found in the Humanization Guidelines as they relate to the
Rights and Responsibilities of Students,

1. Should every hich school in Massachusetts form a Cormittes
for Co-Ordination of Study and Recommendation, (CCSR)
consistino of equal ropresentaticn of students, teachers,
administraters and parents, whose funetion would te to act
as an interface betwoon the hirh school community and loecal
school committee? This committes would formulate proposals
concernine issues and problems of mutuval interest for
consideration by the local school committes, YES NO

2, Since students must dovelop annlytical and intellectuzlly
inmquisative thouzht processes, the studonts participation
in tho total learninz experionce must be incrzased to becceme a
major pirt of schoolins, How do you think this may be
acconplished?

3. Studonts Jdearn the docision rakine process involved in
golf-tine manamement in order to have an orsanized, productive
life, Do you believe that these processes can be obtained by
participation in:

A, Optional study hall attendancoee===Y:SS NO
B, Opcn Campus Y3 NO
Ce Extended School Day: YES NO
D, Extended school year programseeec=-Yis NO

k., Should schools cncourage participation in the above altornative
educa&ional programs? YES NO

5. Do you belisvu there is prasently a lack of comrmunication
between students and the school faculiy? YES NO

6. If cormunication between students and the school faculty is
met with rosponsiveness without defensiveness, will such
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commwnication reduce:

A, Alienation YES NO

B, Reliove Problems 1=S 3{0)

C. Produco an atmosphere of understanding corduecive to
learning Yii3 NO

Students say that emotional issues and a lack of training often
affects ones! capacity to function in his job, They say that this
applies to tcachers, To counter this they advocate that all
teachers should particimate in long term sensitivity training
which would lead to a humane understandinz atmosphere in education,
Do you think this necessaryt? ihy? YES NO

Should sensitivity training be made available to studcnts in our
schools? Why? YES NO

Should our schools deal with issues contemporary to our soeioty
through scminar and discussion courses? YES NO
How can this best be cccomplished?

.
p

Stinulated social concern should be supplenented with & well
organized vnderstandine of how to produco chanres throuzh our
govornment, in ordeor to produce good citizens, How can this best
be done?

Do you boliove that owr hirh schools are not doing enourh for our
non-colleco bound students? YES NO
How can this bost bo rectified?
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Should the G.E.D. age requirement be lowered from nineteen?
To What Age? YES NO

Students say that teachers tenure should not exceed five ycars,
Do you agree? YES NO

Students wish to participate in revicw beards of tenure and
non=tonure teachers and administrators. Do you bolieve that
they should? YES NO

The following questions are related to the Rights and
Responsibilitios rovement as it relates to your arca of governance,

1.

2,

3.

Se

7

9e

In your opinion, is your board mostly composed of conservatives
or liborals? Conservatives Liberals

Are you in favor of the Commissioners! movement in the
diraction of moro student involvement in major issues facing
school systems? YES NO

Have students approached you with demands for more involvement
in the operation of tho schools? YES NO

What major demands have been sought through you by students
in the past two years?

Ave you greatly receptive oiildly roceptive ’
not at all roeceptive Lo studonts?! demands?

Have you read Comnissioner Sullivan'!s book, Wall:, Pan Cr
Rotreat? YzS NO

If yes in six, what was your reacticn to chapter mumber
thirtoon?

Would you say that the majority of thoe Massachus~tts
superintondents are in favor of nmore student involvement in
the management of schools? Yis NO

Do you foel that the hish school currieculum as it is today in
the state of lMassachusotts is meaningful to todays students?

YES NO
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10, What do you feel are the major issues facing education today?

Thank you very much for your co-operation in the questiommaire you
have just completed, A copy of the results will be sent to you on request,




HIGH SCHOOL PRINCIPAL 122
Please Complete And Return In Solf Addressed Envelope

NAME AGE: 18-25 k3-50
26-30 51=60
SCHOOL SYSTEM 31-40 61-70

Please Check Or Briefly Answer The Followine Questions

I, The followinz questions are related to the Preamble of the
Humanization Guidelines pertaininz to students Rights and
Responsibiliticse

1. Do you beliove that the lack of honest, feeling=-level
commumication between students and adults is a2 result of
the depersonalization, dehumanization and ultramechanization
of our industr.alized society? YES NO

2, Which of the factors above has contributed most to this lack
of communication?

3. Has the alienation and radicalization of youth been related to
the rapid increase of divorce, crime and drug abuse in this
coumntry? YES NO

lt, Vhich, in your opinion, of the above areas is the greatest
contributoxr?

5. Should the curriculum offer courses which would develop more
personally satisfying: relationships with people, their
institutions and their society? YES NO

6. Should our schools develop a curriculum which would help to
deal with the new socio-economic political realities?
I5S NO

7. Students state, that we must teach them how to think, orzanize,
anmalyze, and synthesize information by opening the students
mind to the many now options in celf-doveloprment, life styles,
and socioty available to theme Do you concur with this
statemont? YES ~ NO

% 8. If you answered no in number seven, then what is the alternative?
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9¢ Authoritarianism should be eliminated from the educational
world says youth, because it is a road block to prozrass,
Do you agree or disagreo? AGREE DISAGREE

10, Vhy do you agree or disagree?

II. The following quostions are related to the General And Specific
Goals fownd in the Humanization Guidelinos as they relate to the
Rights and Pesponsibilities of Students,

1. Should every hich school in Massachusetts form a Committee
for Co~-Ordination of Study and Recommendation, (CCSR)
consisting of equal representation of students, teachers,
administrators and parents, whose funetion would be to act
&8 an interface bstween tho high school corrmmnity and local
school committee? This committce would formulate proposals
concerning issues and problems of mutual interest for
consideration by the local school cormittee, YES RO

2, Sinco students must develop analytieal and intollectually
imquisative thought processes, the students participation
in the total learninr experience must be increzsed to become a
ma jor part of schooling, How do you think this may be
accomplished?

3+ Students must learn the decision making process involved in
self-time manigoment in ordor to have an organized, productive
life, Do you believe that these processes can be obtained by
participation in:
A, Optional study hall attendanceewe=--YES NO
B, Open Campus YES 10
C. Extendoed School Doyw YES 130
D, IExtended school ycar programsee-e-eYsS NO

&4, Should schools encourafe participation in the above altermative
educational programs? YES NO

5¢ Do you believe there is presently a lack of cormunication
between students and the school faculty? Y=S MO

6. If communication between studonts and the school faculty is
met with responsiveness without defensiveness, will such
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communization reduce:

A, Alienation Y=S NO

Bs Relieve Problams - YisS NO

C. Produce an atmosphere of understandinz conducive
to learning Y=3 NO

Students say that emotional issues and a lack of trainine
often affects one's capacity to function in his job. They say
that thls applies to teachers, To countor this they advecate
that all teachers showld participate in lonz term sencitivity
training which would lead to a hurane understanding atmosphere
in education, Do you think this necessawy? Vhy?¥esS NO

Should sensitivity training be made available to students in
our schools? Why? IES NO

Should our hiszh schools deal with issues contemporary to our
society throuzh seminar and discussion courses? Y3S NO
How can this best be accomplished?

Stimulated social concern should be supplemented with a well
organized understandine of how to produce changes through ovr
government, in order to preduce good citizens, How can this
best bz done?

Do you beliove that our hish schools are not doine enouzh for
our non~colleze bourd students? YES NO
How can this best be rectified?




I,

12,

13,

SUR

-l - 125

Should the G.E.D. age requirement he lowered from nineteen?
To What Agali\‘“- YES NO

Students say that teachers tenure should not exceed five years,
Do you agree? YES NO

Students wish to particirate in review boards of tenure and none-
tenure teachers and administrators. Do you believe that they
should? YES NO

The following questiors are related to the Rishts and Responsibilities
Movement as it relates to your area of governance,

1.

2,

3.

o
°

7.

9

What student crzanization in your school represents the total
student population?

Doas the abovo organization have a representative participating

in schoel board meetings? YES NO
Has this organization proposed any demands to the administration
in the past two years? YES NO

What major demands are they seeking?

Are you roceptive to the demerds of students? YES _ NO

[ 4

Do you fesel that a student should have a voice 11 the manasement

of the high school? YES NO
Students want major chanzes in the curriculum, Do you believe
that radical changes should be made? YES NO

In what areas of the curriculua do you believe changes should
be made?

Students want a voice in the ysarly evaluation of non-~tenure
teachers. Do you believe that thoy should have a voice in
teacher evaluation? YES NO
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10, Are you in favor of an open campus for your school?
YES NO

11, Do you feel that smoking should be allewed in restricted areas
of the high school for students? YES NO

32, Do ycu fecl that students should handle discipline problems in
conjunction with the administration of the scheol?
YES NO

13, Vhat major chances do you see in the years ahead as a direct
result of the students rights movement?

14, Have you read the book written by Commissioner Sullivan ealled
balk, Run Cr Retyeat? YES NO

15, If yes in fourteen, what was your reaction to chapter thirteen?

16, Do you “eliove that those students who are fichting for rirhts
within tue high school are trvly sincere in their demands?
1S NO

17. Taking into consideration that students mature at different levels,
at what level in education should students beein to have a voice
in the operation of the school as a whole? 1, Elementary

- 2¢ Junior Hieh
30 High School
b, Not At A1

Thank you very much for your co-nperation in the questiommaire you

have just comploteds A copy of the results will be sent to you on requost,
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DR. E. HARRY BOOTIIBY RAYMOND A. HAMILTON JOHN J. HRINKO KATIIERINE L McINNES
SUPERINTEINDENT-PRINCIPAL ASST, SUPERINTENDENT-PRINCIPAL ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT GUIDANCE DIRECTOP

CLANIY Ny
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£9 AN oSS

Whitnen-Havson

Regional High School
FRANKLIN STREET
WHITMAN, MASSACHUSETTS 02382

TELEPHONE 447-5544
September 29, 1971

Box 304

831 East Washineton St,
Hansen, Massachusetts
02341

Deay Sir:

I am in the process of writing my theses for a Ph, D, in education,
My subject is "The %ffect of Student Rights and Responsibilities
Movement on Massachusetts Schools,"

In order to complete my theses, I have dovised a series of
Questionnaires dealing with this movement, I vould appreciate it
very much if you could take a few moments from vour busy scheduls
and complete the enclosed forms and send them back to me by way of
the self addressed envelope enclossde

Also, if you would pass on the questionnaire enclesed to your
school toard chairman and high schosl principal. for completion and
return, it would ve greatly appreciated by me,

Thank you for your assistanee in this very important matter.
Please return by Cetober 10th, Thenk you sincerely.

Professionally yours,

John J, Hrinko

Enclosures 3
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October 8, 1971

Mrx. John J. Hrinko

Administrative Assistant .
Whitman-Hanson Regional i: th School
Franklin Street

Whitman, Massachusetts 02382

Dear Mr. Hrinko:

Your recent letter to the Department of
Education has been referred to me for reply.

The following breakdown represents the
various school districts in thie Commonwcalth of
Massachusetts. It is quite possible that there may
be duplications inasmuch as many people Go not know
how to £ill out cecmputer cards. I noticed some dis-
crepancies while going through the list and have removed

these,

Total Schooul Districts 394
Grades 1-12 181
" 1-9 2
. 1-8 55

1-7 1
1-6 76
Regicnals
1-6 2
7-12 29
9-12 11
1-12 g
Vocational Regional 25
Agricultural 3
I hope that this is the information that you
requested.

Sincerely yours,

- ———

o~

). oy ~§:.//v'v Z
et o N Sen » /l . -
o L.
~..
James M. Horton
Senior Supervisor in
Secondary iducation

JMH/mak
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DR. E. HARRY ROO'THDBY RAYMOND A. HAMIL.TON JOHN J. IRINKO KATHERINL 1. MlCINNES
SUPERINTENDENT-PRINCIPAL ASST. SUPERINTENDENT-PRINCIPAL ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT GUIDANCE DIRECTOR

Mhitnear-Hauson
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Regional Higlh Seloal
FRANKLIN STREET

WHITMAN, MASSACIIUSETTS 02382
TELEPYMONL 447-5544

October 13, 1971

Box 304

831 East washineston St,.
Hanson, lMassachusetts
02341

Deay Sir:

Recently, you receivad a quostionnaire to cemplete and distribute
te your school board chairman and prinecipal of your high school in
coninection with a study I am condueting on student rishts and
rasponsibilities,

The resulis of this study could help those who manage our schools
acquire an insirsht into tne rights and recponsibilities movement of our
youin in the Commonwealth of Yassachusetts,

Yay I make anothor requast of vou to Fave the questionnaire completed
and returaed to me in the self-addraessed envelops provided,

The effort you mako to complete the form will indeed be appreciated,

Sincerely,

John J. Hrinko
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DR. E. HARRY BOOTHBRY RAYMOND A. HAMILTON JOIIN J. HRINKO KATHERINE I, McINNES
SUPERINTENDENT-PRINCIPAL ASST. SUPERINTENDENT-PRINCIPAL ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT GUIDANCE DIRECTOR
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Mhitman-THanson

Regional Higly School

FRANKLIN STREET
WHITMAN, MASSACI{USETTS 02382

TELEPHONE 447-5544
December 6, 1371

831 East Washingten St,
Box 30
Hanson, Massachusettis
02341

Dr, Neil V, Sullivan

Department of Lducation

182 Tremont Strest

Boston, Massachusetts 02111

Dear Dr, Sullivan:

I am an administrator at Whitman-Hanson Regionnl high school in
Whitman, Massachusetts, This past summer I studied at “Walden
Univorsity in Naples, Florida towards my Ph, D, in educatilcen,

Presently, I am writing a dissertation on “The Effect of Student
Rights and Responsibilities Movement on Massachusetts Schools," You
have been, as I see it, an extremely influential factor in offering
the youth of our Commonwealth an opportunity to become involved in
their own education throuzh youth involvement in decision making
relative to cducation,

I realize that you are an extremely busy professional; however,
I would crestly apprecliate a comment or two about the youth moverient
and its affect on the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

Thank you for whatever comments you may wish to offer,

Sincerely,

John J, Hrinko
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COMMISIIONER OF EDUCATION ,_%m‘ o2/

Janvary 7, 1972

Mr. John J. Hrinko

831 East Washington Street
Box 304

Hanson, Massachusetts

Dear Mr. Hrinko:

Thank you for your recent letter indicating your
interest in the youth movement and its affect on the
Commonwealth of lMassachusetts.

I've enclosed a copy of the brochure describing my
Youth Advisory Council, its purpose and current prdjects.
I am also enclosing a copy of the legislation recently
‘ enacted by the General Court cnabling & student to serve
on the State Board of Education and to create student
advisory councils throughout the State.

Perhaps one of the best illustrations of how youth
can constructively act on their behalf occurred recently
in your own school cystem. I refer of course to the
Driver Education issuec and the student associate member of
the school committee's response. The signatures on the
petition and the subsequent reversal of the position to
vote out driver education is an example of youth involvement
in decision making relative to their education.

The involvement of our youth in new dimensions,
advisory councils, open-campus planning, school committee
associate membership, the lowering of the voting age,
and the right to hold public office, I view as a healthy
response to encnuraging youthful participation in
matters that directly affect them. We learn the democratic
process by living it.




133

Mr. John J. Hrinko -2-
January 7, 1972

Student involvement in the drafting, testifying at
the public hearing, and working for the enactment of the
student on the State Board of Education legislation
was extensive and fruitful. This is citizenship education.

I believe the preface to the Guidelines for Student
Rights and Responsibilities expresses my position on

the youth movement and its affect on the Commonwealth.

With best wishes and kind regards, I am

Sincerely yours,

)l

Neil V. Sullivan
NVS/nas Commissioner
enclosure:



APPENDIX D

134



CHAPTCR 1009,

THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-one

AN ACT PROVIDINC FCR STUDENT REPRESENTATICHN G THE EOARD OF EDUCATION,

ESTABLISHING A STUDENT ADVISORY COUNCIL TO SAID BOARD, AND CRZATIIG
STUDENT RRGICIAL COMNCILS,
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Be it cracted by the Senate and House of Reoresentatives in

General Court assembled, and by Lhe anthority of tha same, as

follows :
SECTICN 1. Chapter 15 of the General lLaws is hercty amended

by striking cut section 1%, as amended by chapler 251 of the acts of
1965, and inserting in place thereof the fellcwing section:
SECTION 1lE, Thore shall ba in the department a board of
education, in this section and in section one F and one G called
ths bozrd, consisting of the chairman of the student advisory
council estabiiched under tihis section, the chancellor of tne
board of higher educaticn, and the director of research of
the advisory covncil on educaion, ex officers, and eleven other
membefs. residents of the commonwealth, to be appeinted bty the
governor, one of vhom shall be a member of a labor organizetion
affiliated with the State Labor Council AFL~CIO and at least two
of vhom shall be women, Said chancellor and said directer of
research shall have no vote, No appoiniive momber of said toard
shall bo empleyed by or derive regular compensation from any
educationzl institution, or schoel system, public or private,
in the commormealth, be employed by or derive regular compensation
from the ccrmonwealth, or servec as a member of a governinz board
of ary public institution fer hizher education in the comnomrealth
or as a member of any schonl committeoe. Upon the expiration of

the term of offico of an apvointive member of said board, his




successor shall be appointed for a term of five years, No

person shall bo appointed to sorva more than two full temms,
Prior service on said board for a term of less than throee years,
resulting from an initial appointment or an appointment for the
roemainder of an unexpired term, shall not bo counted as a full
term, If a member is absent from any four regularly scheduled
monthly meetings, exclusive of July and August, in any calendar
year, his office as a member of said board shall be deemed vacant,
The chairman of the board shall forthwith notify the governor
that such vacancy exists,

The members of the board shall be resimbursed for their
necessary expenses inéurred in the perf mance of their duties,

The board by majority vote of its members shall elect its
ovn chairman from among its membars,

The board shall meet regularly cach month exeept thatwthe
c¢hairman, with board approval, may omit meetings in July and
August, and the chairman may call additional meetinzs at other
tines,

There is hereby establiched a student advisory council to
the board of oducation, consisting of throe elected representatives
from each student rezional council established under the
provisions of this section. The members of said student advisery
counclil shall by mijority vote prior to the first day of lay |
in ecach j222 clect frem their nusber a chairman who stall serve

for a term of ons year,
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Said student advisory council shall meet from time ta
time and shall consider such matters as it deems appropriate
for its chaimman to place before tho board,

There are hercby estabtlished not lecs than five nor
mors than fiftecn student regiomal councils, whose membtership
shall be limited to elected student representatives from the
secondary schools of the commonwealth who have been residents
of the commonwealth for at least six months prior to their
election, Said student regiomal councils shall concsist of
not less than twenty nor more than forty-five student represen-
tatives,

No person shall be eligible to be electad to a student
regional council unless at the time of his election he is
enrolled as a student in a secondary school within the comuon-
wealth and has resided in the commonwealth for at least six
months prior to the election, If at any time durin; his tterm
of office a rmember of a student regional ccuncil ceases to be so
enrolled, his membership shall be terminated and his position
shall be deemed vacant, A vacancy on the student advisory
council prior to the expiration of a term shall be filled for the
remainder of the term in the same mamner as elections to full terms,
A vacancy on a student regional council shall be filled by a
majority vote of tho entirs memborship of said regional counecil,
The terms of the elected members of the student advisory council
and of the student regional council shall be not more than two

years, but no member shall be prevented from rmuming for elestion
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for two successive terns, Members of student rerional councils
shall sorve without compensation except that they shall be
reimbursed for necessary expenses incurred in travelling to and
from meetings,

Each student regioral couricil shall meet from time to timeo
with the student advisory council to advise said ccuncil regard-
ing business that it deems appropriate tec be considered by said
sdvisory council, .

SECTION 2, There is hereby established an elections com=
nittee consisting of not less than fifteen nor isore than thirty
members, to be appointed by the commissioner of education, of
whom not less than three~fourths shall be students who are
enrolled at a secondary school within the commonwsalth. S3id
comnittee shall determine the number of student regional ecouncils
and the number of student representatives from each such council
&s provid:d in section one E of chapter fifteen of the General
Jaws, as amended by section one of this act, and shall forthe
with promulgate procedures for the eloction to safd student
regioml councils of student represcntatives {rom the secondary
schools cf the cormorwealth and for the election of ropresentativss
from said student regional councils to the student advisory ecouncil
esteblished undor the provisions of said section one E, as so
amended, Said clecticn procedures nced not be wniform for all
schools 2:1d may be amended by caid student advisory council

from time to tims,
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Upon the fulfillment of its responsibilities under the
provision of this section, sald elections committee thereupon

shall be abolished,

House of Representatives, Octeober 29, 1971

Passed to be enacted, David M, Partlev. Svecaker
(Signed);

In Senate, October 29, 1972

Passed to be enacted, Kevin B, Harrineton , President
(Signed)

November 8, 1971,

Approved,

Francis W, Sargent (Signed)
Govornor



