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Review of thg Literature

The amount of informatioi available on the I'ueblo Indlans .
of New Mexico is vast, although moat of the studies have been done
by sociologists, linguists, hlstorfhpa. and anthropologists. A \.
valuable anthropological study, ggg Fueblo Indians of North Amertca
has been written by Edward P, Dozler, a Pueblo Indian, and & cul=
tural anthropolomist. Dozier's text has been invaluatle for gen-
eral reference., In spite of the abundance of material aveilatle
fror vorious disciplines, research on Indian education has bheen
minimal.

Giltert Sax's text, Empirical Foundations for Educational

Research hrs been an asset in constructing a research deslgn
eapecially hls ch pters on the methodology of the interview,
A survey of the publlcntlons on the North American Indians

locnted in the Education Index indicates thsat studles h-eve been

Bl

conducted cn varlocus t1rirtal groups th*ouphout the United atatesw

although current informntion on the Pueblo Indians of New hexico

js non existent.

The ERIC Clearing House on Rurdl Education and Small Schools -

has rutlished a valuabhle study, The Educptional Disadvantage of

the Indian American Student by L. Madison C~ombe, which 1s an

S — - — G S————

imrortant ratinsnal SUrvVey.

The Office of Educstional Frosrams, Jublic.tiors Service at

Haskell Junicr Collere, LAwrence Kansns, has provided Statistics

Corcarnine Indian lduc~tlon, which hes teer rost useful.
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In Addition to the texts, the Commission of Indian Affalrs,
Sante Fe hns baen cooperstive in providing population statistics
on the Fueblo Indians. Perhaps, the most valuable specific research
on the Pueblos of New Mexico has been conducted by Anne E. Smith,
who has written Indian Education In New Mexico. Her earlier re-

senrch, New Mexico Indians is a pioneer study dealing with the

econoric, educrtionzl, And sociel problems of the Indlans,
General PBackround

The Indian Ame.'icans are an ethnic minority of some 600,000
persons in a nation which has a population of over 200,000,000.
Indians have been among the most disedvantaged Americsns pertaine
ing to jot opportunity, housing, health, and education. The aver-
age incone for Indian famillies has been about 75% below national
norms or at eltout 1,500 per year. The unemployment rate has also
pern ahout 402, which is ten times below the national figure; the
sversge 1ife span of Indians is about 44 years which is drastically
lower than the meneral population. Indlan studerts drop out of
school at a much greater rate than thé gener. population, while

their achievement has also laged far behind in contrast to students
1
from the do inent culture.

Preseuntly Indian children attend Federal, public, and private
schools. 1In 1973 (fisc=z1 year) 187,f13 Indian students bctween the

~res of § to 18 were enrolled in schools in the United States. About

—

1 Coombs, L.M., The Educational Disadvantage of the Iadlan
Americen Student, p. 11




£8.54 of all Indian chlldren of achool age § to 18 were enrolled
in publid .schools, 25.6% were enrolled in Federal schools, and
5,92 attended private or mission schools.

Several states which contain a sizeable Indian populatlon
are totally responsitle for the education of their Indian students,
Education of the Indian is largely out of the Jjurisdiction of the
Federnl Government in California, Idaho, Michigan, Minnesbta,
Merraska, Oregon, Texas, Washington, and Wisconsin.

The Eureau of Indjan Affairs was directly resronsitle for
educrtion of 55,051 students enrolled in Federsl schools endhhoused
in Federsl dorritories. In 1973 the BIA operated 195 schools with
an enrollment of 51, 1R0 Indian children, and 19 dormitories for
3,871 children who were attending putlic schools. In addition the
EIA was partially resronsitle for approximately two thirds of the

2
students enrolled in public schools.

Theory
A survey of the literature reveals that there exists a well -
defined body of theory, which h2s been formuluted by the soclal '
scientists concerning the ceuses of the educatlional dllemma in which-'
the American Indian is involved., The main formulators of the theory
have reen the anthrorologlsts, socioioqisfs. and lingulsts with re-

latively 1ittle irput from educators. As a result of this educators

ye
ere ernerally finding that their exists an irbalance of inrut, =nd theyéf

2 Hildetrand, A. C., Statistics Concernins Indian Ed., pp.l-3
3 Cocmbs, L. M.y, D. 85

L  Ibide.ep.il



attempting to implement a theorf,nhach they have not designed. Also,
educators may be reticent in aooep:;ns a theoretical frame of reference
presented to them by the speciallsts. who generally do not work in-
timately in the classioom settins. In gpite of this possible problem,
"both the social sclentists and the educational practitioners recognize
that American Indians must be helped to find a place in today's world
which is satisfying to them, while ensuring their right of self-deter-
mination and the dignification and preservation of Indian culture."s

The Senate Subcommittee discovered that for numerous years the
public and Federal schools have been deficient in their education of
Indian children.h The dominant policy of the government towards the
Indians has been one of coercive assimilation which has had disastrous
effects on the education of the Indian children.

Parmee, an.anthropologist states that " the dominant culture can
create serious soclal and psycholegicalnconflicts within the minority
society.' These conflicts can actually inhiblt the very adjustment or
change that the dominant culture is trying to promote. Furthermore,
they can affect the potentlal human resources of the minority soclety
in Such a deleterious manner that the people are left morally, weakened,
culturally deprived, and economically dependent.," In order to prevent
this from occuring alternatives to the existing system must be considered

According to Coleman's Report the educational system of the
Indians has been extremely inadequate, which ls reflected by tests
administered to Indian students that do not efficaclously measure

attitudes, intelligence nor gualltles o{ character., What i1s measured,

5 Ibld...p¢41

6  TIbid...p.42
? Ibidnoopo “3
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however, are the skills which the d;minant culture value for the
acquisition of Jobs in a rapidly chéﬁg1ng technological soclety.

Several investigators arefcqhvinced that the low scholastic
achievement on the part of numerous Indian students has been brought
about by the alienation of the Indian students towards the dominant
soclety and the educationsl system 1tself, .

Related to the problem of alienatinn is the self-concept of the
Indian student. The chairman of the Senate Subcommittee has written:
"Indian children more that any other minority group belleve themselves
to be helow average in 1ntelﬁgence."10 The concept which ‘the Indian
student has of himself seems:.to be reinforced by the low achievement
on the "culture Pound" tests.

In an attempt to remedy the existing situation‘a ticultural theory -
of education has been develcpec The bicultural theory for educatlon'
calls for biculturalism over acculturation, £the use of Indian'crltural )
materials in the instructlonal ﬁrogram. bilingual instruétion 1n'the‘ N
teaching cof English rather than*the teaching of English as a second .

.- --\1.,. ._'_”

language, teachers espec1a11y4tra1ned and sensitlzed to. Indian cu%ture,
1&

and Indians contrnlling the schools where their children attend. .

Hypofheses
The survey or review of the literature resulfs in n recognition
of the problems involving Indian education and the proposed resolution
of these problems throusrh the lmplementing of bicultural programs,
which rrecipitates the formation of hypotheses akout the Pueblo Indian

and thelr existing educational systems.

8  Ibid,e.peld 16 Ibldeeepe55

9 Irid...p. us 11 Ibid-.op.85



Since the Fueblo Indians hav; e strong aoclal orgaenizertlion,
an analysis of the educational sy?tem should include both formal
and tridbal education. If the”édqial-organizﬁtion-is as influential
as it has been in the past, theﬂ-thrdugh tribal education the Indien .
children chould learn the laﬁéuége of the specific pueblo, the
history, legends, and religion of the community, and the sisnificqnce
of the traditional rituals and ceremonies.

If bllingual and bicultufal studies have teen imrlemented 1in
the school system,tten the formal educational’ sydtem:should have
teachers who have had special training in bilingual and bicultural
instruction, ®hich #opuld lead to instruction in both the Tndian
language and English, separate Indlan language classes, and an
errhasis in the curriculum upon the culture, hlstory, literature,
art and music of the Pueblo Indlans.

If the Pueblo students do nﬁt receive bllingual and bicultural

| educntion, then the students experience cultural conflict as a

raesult of trying to deal with the Yalues of two diverse educational

e - systems, the formal and the tribal{

Pﬁrpose
The purrose of this fleld research 1s to analize the educational
aystems of the Puetlo Indlans, including Taos, San Juan, Tesuque,
Zia, Zuni, and the Bernalillo District 1n New Mexico, Both tribal
and formal educstion are considered in the study. The analysils of
the trital syster ircludes discerning whether or not the traditional

culture and heritage of the Fuerlos is teing taught and the extent

U UGIIUN TONpees SUSURy PUpEIVSSIPER RN SRR et T R it et snse ST . e
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to which tribal education ooours. The study of the formal educatlon
invdlves discerning whether or noe bilingual and bloultural studles
have heen irplemented in the elemenfary and/or secondary schools on

i
the reservations, snd the degree- to which the implementation has

occured,
Methodology

In this study the research method 1s the interview, which
"represents a direct attempt by the researcher to obtain rellable
and valid measures in the form of verbal responses from one (r more
respondents."12 The informratlon gaﬁhered from the interview willl
etther confirm or refute hypotheses., Therefore, the data collection
process is a means to an end and not an end in l1tself.,

According to Sax trere are advantages and disadvantages to this
aprrosch to research. 5 he greatest advantage of the.interview'is

that it is highly flexible allowing the researcher to change his

mode of questioning when tne situetion demands it. If the subject

does not undersrand the. question. it can te rephrased, The interview

o

is also an advantage to the-respondents, since they are allowed the
freedom to enlarge upon a question. rofract a stafemeﬁt, or ask.for
clerification of an amblguous quosfion. By using this methodology
the researcher not only obtserves what the respondent says, but the:
way in which.he responds, Sometimes'the way the subject responds
is as importent as the content of the response:}3

The interviewer must constantly keep 1n mind that the establish

12 Sax, G., Empiricel Foundations for Educational Research, p. 201

13 Ibid..,.p.202
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ment of rapport betvween himself and the respondent. i3 extremely

. imvrortant,  since once the reapondbﬁf percelives the situation as

teing non threstening an& 18 open and frank the validity of the
interview 1s enhanced. o d. Lo

Although the flexibility of the’ 1nterview is an advantage.
allowing the respondent the freedom yo respond in any way he chcoses,
problems arise when attempting to summarize. categorize and evaluate
because respondents may be using a different frame of reference than
the interviewer. A second disadvantage of the interview is that the
person=1 values, beliefs, and bilases of the interviewer may influence
the outcome of the 1nvest1§afion. Another disadvantage 1s the use .
of the interview technique when other reliahle and more suitable
techniques are avnilable. When this is done, conflicts arise'ﬁé-
tween facts ;nd opinions%s Lastly, finding reliable%infcrmantéaor'

respondents during a short term investigation may influence: the

reliability of the concluslons.

Orientation_

ey 3 T LA A SR ..‘ . [ | - ' ‘
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The Pueblos are genetic and cpltural descendents of the Anasazis
and the kogollons, whose préhisféric desert éulture goes back more
than 10,00 years, The ancestors of the Pueblos were hunters and
gatherers who later domesticated corn (2000 - 3000B.C.) By 30CE.C.
the Puerios 1lived in villages where baskets and eventually elaborate

formrs of pottery were made, The Pueblos developed elatorate three

14 IPid...p.20?
"15 Ibld.o.p.203
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and four storied apartment-like dwellings, which included the kivas,
special circular rulldings used for ceremonial purposes, Sinultane-
ously, irrigstion techninues were learned.

A high depree of soclal organization and civilization was
acauired between 700A.D. and 1300A.D., when the Fuetlo culture
covered vast portions of the Southwest, including lMesa Verde, Aztec
and Chaco Crnyon, Canyon de €helly, Kayents, and the Foint of kines,
The c1iff dwellinss (ruins) reflect the cormunal atwosphere of the
Fuellos,

Townrds the end of the fourteenth and bteginning of the fifteen-
th century, *there occured a widespread atrandonment of the clirf
dwellings, farms and villapes withir the areas nentloned abtove. The
entire Pueblo culture retreated to the Rio Grande area and to num=-
erou.. sites in Western New Mexico. Shortly after resettlement Qf
the Puetlos, the Apsches ard Nava jos, nomadlc trires, begun to settle
{r Lew Mexico and Arlzona. These later triral groups adopted many
aspects of the Pueblo culture,

In 1¢40 the Spaniards led by Francisco Coronado estatllshed
headquart=rs amons the Tiwa Fuetrlos at Taos. The Indlans were expect=-
ed to provide Cororado's troops with provisions, which eventually
124 to animosity &nd overt hostility, resultirg in the messacre £ nd
orrression of the Puetlos ty the Sparish. The 3paniards nttempted
to eradic-te native rellglous rractices by irvadirg the kivas &nd
destroylirg ceremorial paraphernalin as well &8s suyprressling cerenor-
atterp! ine to replece the tuetlo religion with Catholiclsm.

ien,



-1|U

i
Missiornaries competed wéth civil authorities for Indian labor.

After sever=l yeaﬂs of oppression, in 1680 the Puetlos organ-
ized and revolted araink* the Spanish, %1lling missionarles and
colonists ard turning the missions and settlements. However,in 1693
Dor Diero de Vargas reestabllished szish control in New Nexlco. "he
Puellos firally comprorised and adopted the externals\of the new falith;
however, they clandestirely cortinued to practice the;;.ancient rit-
uals ard kiva ceremonies,

Gradually the Fuetlos begsn working more cooperatively with the
Sparish and even assisted Spanish troops in surpressing attacks from
the invading Apaches and Navajos.

While the Spanish territory was belng lost to the Anglo-Americans,
the Pueblos returned to practicing thelr former religion, until once
again persecution occured with Anglo domination, American mission-
aries ard U.8. Indian 3ervice officlals took stepr to remove the Ind-
ap childrer from their familles by enrolling them in hoarding.schools.
thus preventing the children from teing influenced ty the tribal
values and religion. The policy for a number of years was one of
coercive assimilation, Indlen Service'ofricers were instructed to
prevent ceremonial practlces, which were considered as being antl-
Christian #rd indecent,

Even though the rolicy towards the Indians has graduslly changed
during the twentleth century. the Pueblos remain secretive pertalining
to their sacred relirious customs tecause of the negative experlences

16
of the past in dealing with Spsnlards ard inglo Americans,

—— ————  —

16 Dozier, E.,, The Fueblo Indians of New MNexico, Fp. 1-5,




-_Ll-

Historically the Fuebolos were the original settlers of
the Southwest and New Vexico. later the Araches, Mava jos, and
Utes settled in New lNexlco AS well., Also, in the past the various
trires have suffered losses in population due to war, accldents, |
end diseases, hn in modern times some of the same yrroblems
continue to affect the Indians even though there has been a grad-
ual increase in the population of the Indians of New Mexlco.

In 1977 the Indlan population of New lexico was 78,660 or
arout1? 4 of the total Indian populatior of the United States.
Ir New Mexico Indiens comprisaiabout 6% of the total population,
the JItcarillo Arache nurtered 5,278, while the Mescalero Apache
were enumerated at 1,850, The Navajos had a porulation of 51,183,
ard the resident ropulation of the Fueblos Wa&S 22,333.17

The Fuetlo Indisars, who have lived 1n compact villages known
as ruehlos since prehiéforic tires have bheen groupgd according to

their three major 1anguases, The following chart distinguishes the

1apguares and the villages chosen for study.

Tanoar . Keresan Zunil .

Tiwa ... LBQS. Chochitl Zuni

Ficurls San Felipe

Sandia Santo Domingo

Isleta Santa Anna

JLia

Tewa «+0 SAD.LUAN Lagura

Santa Clara Acoma

San Ildelfonso Canoncito (Nave jo)

To )Jonque Alaro

Namrbe

Tesuque

——

TOWA s0s JEMEZ

——— - e —— . A E———

17 The Commisslion of Irdian Affailrs, Sante Fe
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The following chart shows the number of Indian children § to
12 who were enumerated and enrolled in the Federal, putlic, and
private schools of New lexico in 1973, 1Included In the tabulation

are the students who nlso were enumerated tut not in school, and {

!
unknowns%' .
- Aren ot LEedenal~+Enb11cﬂ_%rlyata,;mgzglwiﬁgﬁwin_égbool Unyhown
Altruacueraue kpumerated
M., Fueblo | 1,568 533 926 71 1,830 116 22
3. Fueblo | 7,709 13436 L,ok3 L22 6,801 176 232
Zuri 2,203 59 1.503 L71 2,135 66 2
Totel 10,9R0 2,078 7,47 964 Fo.uéé 258 256
Jicarillo R3F 2C ' 756 31 807 L ‘28
Mescalero £.01 €1 76 72 709 30 €2
S. Ute 233 3 7 &R é €7 26 -
Ute Nt., 703 oo L85 27 €11 92 -
Total 2,33 1IR3 2,075 136 2,304 150 87
Nava jo pe,e17 6,362 9,549 894 P0, 397 1,698 L27
Total N, F. {36,130 8,573 32,685 1,994 33,252 2,108 769
\*

The chart below indlcates the percentage of Fueblo, Apache,
Ute, nnd Navajo Indlan children retween the ages of 5 to 18 ernrolled
in the Federal, putlic, and private schools of New Mexlcwy, including

throse students who are not in school ahd the unknowns.

Trire Total Federal Fuklic ‘rdvate  Total Kot in School Unk:1one
Turtlo 10,080 18.43 £8.08 g.60 9c,31 2,35 2.3k
Apr«che |

Uf 2,633 .95 78,80 5.2 91 5.7 3.3
I'avajo |22,517 28.25 58,34 3.93 90,52 7. 54 1.94

1€ }Qidnrrnnd,A.. Statistics Concerning Indisn Education pué
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Ir contrast to the total nurber of Indlan children of New Nexico
erumerated and in school between the ages of 5 to 18 including those
students who are not in school and unknowns, the Pueblo population

is corpared in the chart belowt

Indian — _”Eueblo i
Total | 36,130 10,980
Federal Schools 8,573 2,028
Fublic Schools 22,688 7, L7k
Frivate Schools 1,994 ST
Not in School 2,108 25b
Unknown 1 769 256

For the purpose of this study Day Sghools orerated by the

Puresu of Indian Affalrs were visited. Interviews were also con~

>
ducted at the All Tribes Misslon Schoolﬁ the Zuni area. The follow-
jpe chart sives the loc-tion, student enrollment and grade levels

16

of the yatems studied.,

Area _ Enrollment . Grades
Taos 207 K-8
San Juan 109 K-€
Tesuque 17 K=4
Zia 8L k=7
Eernalillo &9 k-6
Zuni 2,135 k=12 &

19 Ibid...t. 17

¥ The Christian geforr Mission at Zuni
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Acoira Pueblo
Cochiti Pueblo

Tsleta Pueglo

Jemcrz Pueblo

.Jicarilla Apache

Laguna lueblo

Mescalero Apache
Nambc¢ Pueblo
Picuris Pueblo
Pojoaque Pueblo

Ramah Navajo Band

Sandia Pucblo

gan Pelipe Pueblo
San !ldefonso I'ueblo
San Juan Pueblo §¢
Santa Ana Pueblo

GSanta (lara Puchlo

Santo Domingo Puehlo
Taos Pueblo -3
Tusuque Pucblo ¥

Zia *ueblo ,‘k

. @ uni Pueblo X

TRLBAI, INFORMATION

Q_OUN'I‘Y :
valencia
Sandoval
Torrvence
Bernalillo
Valencia

Sandoval

Rio Arriba
Sandoval

Valencia
Sandoval
Bernalillo
Ootero
santa [e
Taos

Santa Ke

McKinley
vValencia

.Sandoval
Sandovél
Santn.Pe
Rio Acriba
Sandoval

Santa Fe
Rio Arriba

Sandoval
Taos

Santa Fe
sandoval

chinley
valencia

.:ﬁz‘ . COMIISSION ON INDIAN AFFATIS, STATE OF NEW METICO
o o Koom A, Bataan Mcmorial puilding
Lt | Santa Fe, New Mexico 87301 oSt COPY AVAILAELE

TOTAL LAND
RESIDENT ACREAGE IN

POPULATION NEN_MEX1CO
2,000 245,672
500 26,779
1,859 210,948
1,298 88,867
3,278 742,315
3,028 © 417,454
1,850 . 460,384
175 © 19,075
08 ... . 14,947

61 11,600
1,400 | 15,461

173 : '

201 22,885
1,360 48,930
284 26,192
1,025 12,234
400 42,528
724 45,748
2,045 69,260
1,201 47,341
216 16,813
438 112,511
4,500 407, 47
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Yo 2 = Coatianed
pest © TO-TAL LAND
QUL NT ACREAG). 1N
o Loh COUNT ¢ POPULATION NEW_MEXLCO
~C¥ Alamo Navajo Band , Socorru 926 .:' >8,669
Canoneito Nanjo Band Valencia 1,033 7 84
: - " ' Jernalil Lo
Navajo Rescrvation in N.M. MeKintey 24,157 2,383,015
Fio Airina 30 L
Candoval - 2,402
sSan Juan 22,635
. Ute Mountain Tribe h San Juan 20 591,670
27,561 3,683,400

The map (p.l4%) indicates the location of the reservations
visited, while general population statistics obtalined from the

Commission On Affairs are given in the sectlion which precedes the

map (pp. 15 -16)
Taos ' : ' ' .

.The Teos pueblo 1s located two miles north of the village
of Taos. The Indians in this community speak Tiwa which 1s a
Tanosn dialect. The resident population of Taos was 1,201 ih“
1972, The Puetlos at Taos have a total of u7,_341 acres. The’
land is used for farming, open grazing and for commerical timber,

: ) 20 .
Over 30,0n0 acres are leaded for grazing purposes. '

20 Smith, A., New Mexico Indians, p. 144
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Vost of the.;ﬂhlans at Taos geek employment off the

reservation at Sante Fe, Rlbuquefqde. or m Colorado. Often
the Indlans find seasonal or temporary employment for six months
to a year,BEﬂbre returning to the pueblo to recuperate before
venturing to seek employment once again., Usually the Indians
have exhausted their funds before returning to the reservation;z::l
The mohjlity of .everal of the Indian famlilles creates problems
when attempting to tabulate statistics, since often the Indian
studerts w?y withdraw from a school and be recorded as dropouts; .
however, fhpy may . reenroll in another school in the vicinity
where their parents have found employment. 22

Presently very few famllles are engaged in agricultural prod-
uction and grazing livestock on the reservat;on,in spite of the
vast acreage which surrounds the pueblo p:t‘oper.z'3

The 01d puetlo proper does not possess electricity, but those
hores outside of the mwaln corrlex of tulldings have electricity.
The newer hores wlthout electricity are located west of the river
wrich divides the puetlo ccmplex, while flve story apartment-like
structures, which are reflections of the cliff dwellins period of
t+he past are located on the east sidé of the riveg? These older
tulldines Ere unoccupled except for a few of the lower flats which
*ave teer converted into gift shops for the beneflt of the tourists.

A, Sri*h claimed th:t the Taos lueblos were exceptiorally

corservative, since the Tribal Councll refused to allow electricity

25

into the ol¢ puebtlo corplex. However, the gereral impression

2] J., Corcha, 3ecurity Guard, Taos Puetlo

. "s. E. Hirley, Fany Farms Hlgh School, Nava jo ueservation
23 . C.P. Gurung, Tribuwan Univ., Katmarndu, hepal

o4 J. Concha

>¢ , A, Smith, l'ew Mexico Indians, p. 145
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‘ye¥@ived 1s that electricity is kept out of the pueblo complex to

precerve the pueblo as o museum for the benefit of the tourists,

aince an admission fee of $1.50 is charged per car plus an additional

fee of $2.00 per camera. The Taos Indians who pose for pictures

:%?; also expect to be pald §l. OO.. The tourist traffic waa proiific.
5;3; In fact most of the activity in the pueblo complex wag created by
’“& the tourists with relatively few Indlans in sight. -

igt | While vislting ‘the Tao¥ Pueblo complex. four students were
*éizi'." : 1nterviewed in a semi-structdred eanner. Questions were asked about
g%Q tribal and rormal oducation.: ‘Before giving answers the three eighth
2;%‘ graders and one ninth grader spoke to each . other in Tiwa and then R
Egi} gave their answer in English through a spokesman for the group.
;:it _“' The boys stated that they aid nct study about their history

g dtoms, and religion at- school but they learned their traditions

¢
.
—-\s

fromvtheir grandfathers and at the kiva, althcugh they were reticent

..'to speak about the. lnitiation ceremony, which s at the very enter

.‘-;-_- "

-of their tribal eduoation.

. Hhile at Taos, the ten year: old grandson of the Seourity

naGuard was nndergoing preparation for'his initiation ceremony.' Tniaz

f'aspect of tribal education-nonld laet between six months and a yeai? i
Traditionally, the child to be~initiated remeined isolated B

in the kiva. while being taught about the significance of the

ceremonies and. rituals. which were linked with the ancient Pueblo

religion. After several monfhs of prepartion. the day of the initiatid

: ﬂeremony transpired., At: that time masked Katchinas stripped the

child naked and began beating him with whips, causing the child

’ .

Vv
L

Eﬁﬂ' 26 “ “B. Field, Colorado Springe. a friend of theldaughter of the
Security Guard, Je« Goncha
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to suffer much pain, After the child was beaten by several of
the masked Katchinas, the men removed their masks and revealed
their identities to the child, ~rx The inltlated immediately
discovered that the maskedi Katchinas were his father, uncles and
relatives. The child was then allowed the opportunlty to wear
the Katchina masks. Emulating the procedure of his elders, the
child was expected to whip his father, uncles, and relatives 1in
the manner in which he had been beateni?

The extent to which the above initiation ceremoﬁy is conducted

today remains unknown, Ssince not even Dozier, the Pueblo anthropologlsty

‘elaborates on this aspect of tribal ediication, The 1nitlation

cererony and other ceremronies, which center around the kiva, are

extremely secretive.

" The Pueblos have managed to preserve their anclient religion.
although outwardly ‘they profess 1oyalty to Catholicism. The Indians.

however.-have-not fused Cathollc teadhing with thelr ancient rituals,

“but have managed to keep then departmentalized. The Cathollc cere-

monies revolve around the church. while the Pueblo religion is
practiced in the kiva. '

While inquiring about formal education, the interviewer
discovered that several years &go.a teacher had attempted to implement
bicultural and bilingual instruction, Eht the parents preferred to
have their children taught 1n the medium of English. The parents
belleved that they thelr ohildren would learn Tiwa at home. Uonseguentl
the program was abandoned at ‘the school. However, the Security Guard

who made the above statement believed that although the older children

b ',", 4 B }’ﬂr el ¢ ‘e - 1"- ﬁ,'ﬁ J.f.. . . coe :.,.,
27 P. Horgan. The ggggig_Triad p. 58 o
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spoke Tiwa at home, the younger children were losing their abllity
to communicate efficaclously 1in the medium of Tiwa,

The fact that most younger children were speaking more
Bhglish than Tiwa at school wes confirmed at the BIA School by
the kindergarten teacher, who observed that during the past four
years the children had always spoken Tlwa while playling; however
during the past year, she noticed nearly a compdete reversal. Most
childr%? for the 11rs€&;ere speaking in the medlum of English while
playing.8 This phenomenon may be a result of the teachers who have
been working with the preschocl children in the Head Start Program
and/or the parénts of the preschool and kindergarten childrer speaking
more English and less Tiwa at home.,

' The three teathers— interviewed at the school were in agreement
with the Security Guards statament. that the parents were oﬁpdéed  ~J;
to bilingual and bicultural studies at the school. The second sl
grade teacher mentioned that those students who were connected with
the experimental program in bilingual instruction were now in the
upper grades at the school, and thaf;theif command of the English
language was severely retardéd by fhe progrgm.1n¥éompardson to the .
students who had not recelved the 1nstruction. |

The BIA School at the Taos Pueblo had an enrollment of 207
pupils in 19%%? Eight teachers were employed full time. Kindergarten
through grade three had self-contained classrooms, while.grades foure
through eight were departmentallized. Each of the eight teachers

had been assigned an Indian ald. The alds served as interpreters

28 A; Rhiner, kindergarten teacher, BIA School, Taos Fueblo

29. M, Gomez, second grade teacher, BIA School, Taos Pueblo
3¢ Statistics on Indian Education, p. 17
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to reinforce ;nstructlbh. The Taos Indian aids elther possessed
an Assoclate BfvArtg{eartificate?(two"yéaré of tradning) or were
in the process of obtaining it through sammer schoo1 sessions.

The teachers had their bachelor's degrees, but did not have further

training in bicultural and bilingual education nor did thope. e;.." n

P RO X

I S ER N T
Fd b X8 Sl it .
T .. ce

interviewed feel that such training was necessary, since the community

v,

%%% was in opposition to the program. The teachers had all passed the
gﬁ; civil-Service.Exam; which wat a prerequisite to.beins hirdd bylthe
?;. BIA.Enﬁlso before being stationed at Taos, the teachers had to appear
i&z for an interview before the‘iribal Council, who ultimately approved
§$~ ‘of their teaching on the reservation%z

éi? In the past linguiéts attempted to study and recoxd the -

giz Tiwa language; however, they have been unsuccessful; since the

%?; language 1§ intimately connected with religious céremoniés and .

§%; the kiva, Consequently, neither a dictionary nor a érammar has

5%? been compiled, The only befsbn: who 1s making an attempt to

N

Wi,

record storles in the Tiwa ianguage without experiencing static

from the community i1s the teacher who is working in the Head Start
. Program. T . c

Apparently, the Head 8tart Progrém has been hlghly influential.

among the various pueblbs in New Mexico,anduth€3€:échers have .pre-
. 3
2 cipitated innovations at the BIA Schools.

31 A. Rhiner
32 J+ Concha

33 FuhyiNe cCapthy lBead Start, ., Specilalist in Early Childhood
Ed. and the Humanitiles

34 . P, Hay, Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Sante Fe
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rven thoush the teachers at the BIA School have not had
sueccess with bllingual studies, several of the teechers attempted
to imrlement bicultural studles; however their efforts have resu;ted
in censorshir fror the community. The art teacher had encouraged
the childiren to Araw designs, While the children were drawing, one
of the students inadvertently dfew a sacred synbol, When the other
studernts dlscovered that the symbol had teen drawr, the violator of
the tatoo wass cersored by his peers, The student who had drawn the
symbhol~ irmediately destroyed it. Another incident of censorship
occurred when the Enslish teacher asked the students to describe the
Sar Geronoro Festlval, 1he enthusiastic teacher placed the finished
essays or the bulletin hoard, Th: teacher, however, was reprimnded
ard asked to rerove the essays by the Tribal Council.35

Corclusions - Taos

The soclal orgarization of the Taos Puetlos is strong, since
tre parerts represented through the Trital Councial have refused to
allow rilingual and bticultural studies to take place at the BIA
School, 1In addition the Trihtel Council ultimately hires and fires
teachers. Also at Taos the students must undergo tribal education
which corsists of receiving:training for six mdths to a Year culminat-
Ine ir the initiatlion ceremony. During the training period the initilate
l=arns the Importance and significance of the tribzl ceremonies.
The extent to which the student learns trital history, myths, lerends,

s ur¥reun, since the rituals ard activities which take }lace inthe

kiva are secrets of the tribe,

e V. Gomrez & A, BRhiner
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The eovernment's attempt to implement bicultural and bilinpuasl
studies,undouhtedly, was designed by the experts’in an effort to
solve the prohlems which the Indians must endure. However, the
goverrment experts may fajl to take into considerstion the unique
history, »nd prohlems of the individual tribes in attempting to
develop a theory wrich applies to all Indlans.

Since the Taos Indians refuse to sllow bicultural and bilingual
studies at the school, the tesachers must focus upon a curriculum
whiich emphasizes the values of the dominant culture, 7The degree
to which the students experience cultural conflict as a result of
the diversified value systems which are faught is unknown. Since
the Taos Indians have historicelly departmentallired the teczchings ofthe
church ard kiva, they’iray' be able to successfully departmentallze
the values bheing taught through trital education with those taught
through formal educntion. Cn the other hand the students may exrperienc
a great deal of pyschological conflint as a result of the diversified

values heing taught by the different 1lnterest groups,



San Juan*is located on the east side of the [lo Grande,
five rilles north of Esranola, off of Highway 64, It was the
sight of the caritol of New Mexico in 1598, before the capitol
wns relocated at Sante Fe in }610. The resident population of
‘San Juan wAs 1, 025 in 197’2.36 The reservat+ion contains a total
of 12, 234 acres. San Juan is the lergest of the Tewa speakli, g
pueb]osp7

The Head Start Center is located in the middle of the
comrunlty, It 1s the reglonal office, extending programs to
eisht of the nineteen pueblos of New Mexico. The ruerlos, which
have Head Start programs Include; Taos, San Juan, Namte, lesuque,
FojJoaque, *an Ildelfonso, San Clara, and Picuris. At the San
Juan Pueblo two quallified teachers work intimately with two Tewa
spraking alds. The alds were studying for their Assolate Arts .
certificate nt the University of New Mexico. The fiead start
tenchers were also not avallatrle for interviews.,

The San Juan Community Cooperstive is in the vicinity
of the Head Start Center. Atout 80% of the funds acquired through
tha cooperative aAare returned to the pﬁeblo. The cooperative attsoined
ircerement throush the selling of crafts made bty the San Juan Indians.
Fecause of 1ts outstanding products =and organization, the coorerative

has 2chieved iInternational receznition, since each year visitors

from rursrci s countries arrive to study its princirles}9

Ve e a— - -

* Wwhile ot Taos the teachers stated that Bilingual and Eicultural
studles were 1implemented at the San Juan Puetlo. As a result
of this discovery Isleta was replaced by San Juan.

DF Commission of Indian Affalrs, Sarte [e
37 A, Smith, New lexico Indians p. 13C
el hrs. lino, director of Head Start, San Juan Fueblo

3 rs. Crtez, 3Jan Juan Community Cooperative

€
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While =t the cooper=tive, a relative of onftof the Indlan
alds from the BIA School was interviewed. She stuted that the
elerentary school employed eight Indians, flve were alds and three
were Indian language instructors. The San Juan Indians afflliated
with the school were attending summer sessions 1n Albuquer:gue and
Sente Fe. The school had six Anglo teachers.and a Spanish princlpal,
2117 of which had master's degrees, During the past year four interns
from FKassachusetts were also involved in the btilingual and Ticultural
rrosrar fron August through Decerber. In addition the Tewa langueye
was In the process of beilng recorded by Dr. Speérs. a Presbyterian
rinister, who had already published an elementary dictionary on
the Tewa language, which was avallable to tourists at the coorerative
for a nominal fee., The language was also the medium of 1lnstruction
alonz with English at the school. Each of the six grades was divided
into two groups. While the Indian .nstructor t.aught one half of
the students the lesson in Tewa, the other half of the class recelved
the same instruction in English. 7he groups were then exchanged, ahd
the lesson was repeated so that all of the students had the opportun-

: 4o
ity to experlence the same lesson in both lansuapes.,

The modern elementary school had an enrollment of 1CY students,u]
ard was well equiped. When the interviewer arrlived at the school,
the prircipal was involved with steff members in a conference. He
left the meeting to be interviewed. The princiral ssid that bllingual

ard Pleultural studies had been introduced a year ago at the school,

ard that instruction would commence agaln orn Awrust &th, in continuat-

42
ion of thé rroeram,

———— e e e —

he Paullne, a clerk at the cooperative

L1 Statistics on Indian Education p. 17

L Mr. David Torse, M.A., San Juan Elenentary Jschool (BIA)
o (Princiral)
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Fesldes the repulrr bilingual instruction, the studerts had
speclal classes in the Tewa lancuage. For the first ye.r of the
language rrogram, studerts fror the fourth, fifth and sixth grades
were groured homoeeneously according to thelr abllity to speak the:
Tewa languare, The students who spoke no Tewa were placed in a
class for beminners. Those students who knew some Tewa were rlaced
Ir the intermedinte clnss, while those who spoke Tlewa fluently were
Tlaced in the advsnced class. The three Tewa language instructors
were not alds nor did they function as interrreters as they did
at Taos, tut they hadl received bilingusl language instructicn at
Sante Fe, where they were contiruing their studies during the summer. 43

The rrotlems assoclated with bilingual instruction were
numerous, £ince smone the San Juan Fuetlos there were rarents
who sroke only English at home, while_others spoke dnly‘Spanish.}
A number of vrarents spoke only Tewa at home. Some of the parents
were bilingual and others trilingual. fThe following chart indicates

the r1o0ssitrle larguare corhinations.

Frimary Iong. _ Frinsry & Sec, . _Primary & Sec.,  Trilingual *
(Only)
1. English Eng. & Spanish Eng.. & . Tewa &+ Span. & Tewa
2. Sp#nish Spanish & Eng. Spanish & Tewa | Sp. Eng. & Tewa
3. Tewa Tewva & Eng. Tewa & Spanrish lewa, bing. & Sp.

The major problem at San Juan 1s that three different languages
are sroken in the. community. The parents who speak only wnplish
at horme do not see n need for their children to learn Tews at the

school, whlle the rarents who speak only Spanish at home may feel

k=2 Mr, David Torse, Prinicipal

* The trilingual combinations may be interchanged.
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that Spanish should be encorporated into the curriculums, Those
parents who speak Tewa, however, did not seem to object to.Tewa being
taurht at the school, and those who are ‘bilingual and/or trilingual .
with Tewa as m prirary, secondary, or tertiary language do not appear
chject to Tewa belng taught.- However, further research is necessary
rertaininge to the number of families who sreak the various languages
and the comhinations. Also, research should be conducted in ord%z
to find out the extent to which the larguagres are sroken at home.
Another 1interect!ing aspect of the language probtlem is that
Tewa 1s divided into two categories, the modern and the classical.
The Tribal Councll conducts their meetings strictly in classical
Tewa, which is almost unintelligible to those who speak modern Tewa.
The principal st=ted thest the history of the Indiens of the
Southwest was Included in the social studlies curriculum, and that
Fuehlo history was specifically taught du;ing the vnst year. Thus
far Puektlo literature had not been encorporated into the curriculum;
however, there was » concerted attempt to introduce Pueblo literature
in the curriculum whicﬁ was belng developed,

The faculty seems to work much more closely with the community
thar at Taos. A grandfather of one of the studerts was invit<d to
sreat to the students at school about the myths and the legends
of *he comrunity, The children enjoyed listenirg to the stories,
ant tape-recorded the narrative as well,

During the pas: year, an open house was held at school. At

that time students had the oprortunity to display the pottery, jewelry

Ly Mr, Torse, Prirciral
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and crafts, which they made in-art c¢lass throughout the semester..‘
The crafts were for sale, =nd the profits acquired were distributed
to the class, Throughout the exhibition and open house, some of the
tritel elders were invited to chant and play traditlonal rhythms

on the drum, While listening to'the drum beats and touring the
bullding, many of the parents and grandparents were..lmpressed by

the finre work that had been done and expressed thelr appreciation

to the teachers ard the principal for taking such an interest in
thelir cul’rure.LLS

In conclusion the tribal education at San Juan aprears to
be conducted In a manner similiar to that of Taos, slnce the principal
mer+tiored the closely knit kiva ceremonies which are conducted
secretively even though the San Juan Pueblos are generally very
oren aronut most of thelr ceremonies, thelr language and legends,

The San Juan Fueblos are proud that their community has
producrd two Pueblo anthropologists (including Doziler), Aalso, of
tre nineteen pueblos in New Mexlco, San Juan has thus far been thLe
only pueblo to introduce bilingual and bicultural studles into the
elementary school. Much of the credit-for adaptatior of the studles
is due to Dr. Spears and Mr, Torse,

The desree to which cultural confllict occurs among the students
is nnknown; however, since the school 1s attempting to fuse tribal
educrstional values with formal educational values, perhaps, the
corflicts are minimal,

A detalled corparative study of the Taos and San Juan Pueblos

rased upon historical, economic, polictical, soclal, and liguistic

——

Le Fr. Torse, Principsl
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factors should be done in order to discern the variables which

have placed the San Juan Pueblo as a center for both the Head Start
Preeram and Bilingual and Bicultural Studies, while the Fheblos of
Taos hrve preferred to keer the trlbal'and forral educational systems

strictly departmentalized,
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"he All Trites Irdian Mission is located at Eernalillo,
New Mexico, The school hag g staff, which 1s composed of twenty
members and is interdenominational, In addition the staff members
receive rfqually a salary of $60,00 per month fegardless of the job‘
steatus of the irdlvidusls, Fifty nine students had cormpleted the
1073-1074 school year,

lhe librarlen, cook, and principal were Interviewed, The
libtrarian also was the rhysical education teacher., He snid thot the
basic rurrose of the ro=rding school was to prepare students for the
rinistry,since the Indians Vere in need of salvation.lHS The cool
stated th=t the Yasic purrosé\of the school was “to teach children
te obey and become good Christians.dr7The principal, however, was
more involved 1n academic skills than in the religious aspect of
the educ~tion, 3he said th-t the greatest problem confrontirg the
scheal over the noast vear wos that AIl (American Indion Novemrent.)
Pad Yeer resronsihle for having over 50% of the students withdraun
from the rission school, AIM members had nccused the staff of "abusing
the Indisn children." The staff adarantly denied the charges, ani
were convinced thnt they had been unjusfly accused by AIM.

ihe mwamvers of the =t4ff interviewed Were dedlerted people,
who cra not crrerrned atout Jor security, since tneir cemmittments
equn+oﬁ rrimarily from reliesiocus motivation. 411 of the te:.cherc,
Ir 8?31 t1or to thelr regular dAutles, taurht reredisl regding eni tutorcd

LR
stuentz in the evering,

At the honrding school Pilingual ard bicultural studies han

rot teen irclemented, altuourh ar interest in Indian crafts took place

LE Faun Filler, 1itr-rijar arc 1.L. teacher, All 9ribes Indiar. Yission

L7 Ecrnadette torsler, coo%, All 1ribes Indisn Mission
LP Z1izrYeth Deal, rrirciral, Al1 7ribes Indion Mission
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ir the nrt clsass. Objects made bty the students were for sale and
on display in A show case in the main hall.

The principal was in the process of studying the Navajo language
at the University of Albuquerque, where she went for dally classes.
The students, also, would go on to Junior and serior high school
in Albuquerque afte~r comrleting six years at the mission school,
The puhlic school syster in Albuqﬁerque was very roor according to
the princiyel. -recently, a Mavajo girl, who was a senilor 1in high
school, was sert to the roarding school by her parents because the
~irl hadn't even learned her alphabet thus far in her education,
The girl was rlaced In fifth grade at the mission school, where
cshe atternded clrsses, Ir the evenirng she was tutored in English;
however, just ns the girl was beginning to show siens of acoademlce
rrocress, the girl's parents withdrew her frorm the school.b,9

At times the children would experlence londiness, and on
occnsion A child would run away from the school and not return,
Somefimes?child would run away enrdi then be brought back to the
school ty his rarents. Inhdian children have Teern known to have
frozer to dAesth as a result of runnjng'aWHy from trozrding schools
and att-wpting to return t» the reservations during the wiater

. E0
months.,.

In corclusion the boarding school appeared to be a place
where dedicnted te~chers taught the values of the domlinant culture
with a mipirur of emphasls upon bicultural education. The formal

odueation received ty the Indlan chilldren was probably suyerior

— e —— — b e s

hg Elilzateth Deal, princiiral

ce Amy, an Hawailan,living in Morisrity, New Mexico



*o the educ-tion which most children recelve in putlic schools,
since the staff spends a grest deal of time teaching rermedial reading
ar? tutoring in the evering. Tribal education, however, is limited
to the summer months 2nd hollidsys when the children return to the
reservatlion., The degree to which cultural conflict exists among the
children 3s unknown. Ferhaps, during the school year the children
experience a minlmur of cultural conflict due to the fact that only
one dorinant veslue system 1s belng taught by the teachers. 1he students
ray undergo cultursl conflict during the summer months while living
back on the reservation, and during thelr high school years in
1luauergue.,

The Tesujue Pueblo 1s located flve miles north of 3ante Feo
west of U,S., Hirhway 285, The resident population was 216 in 1972..°51
The area of the reservation encompasses 17, 027 acres. The reople
of Tesunue speak Tewas as at San Juan.ﬁ2

At Tesunue the Head Stért'Prograw was rot ir orernati-n
durine the summer months. However, the BIA teacher was avallatle
for an interview. Her home ard the scbool. which had an enrollment
of séventeen students during the past school year, were connectled.

The facllities at the school were excellent. The library contained
nurerous books ahout Indinrs.

The Mexican Americar teacher, who wns a graduate of Mrrauette
University, rsn on open classroom for grades one through four. She,
21350, had 2n Indien aid who reinforced instructior. Twice a month
raryert tencler conf-rences were held, . -

Althoupgh bilinFual and bilcultural studles had not been adarted

TT'";'A:'Smifh, Indinns of New Mexico, 7. 148
£? vV Comrission of Indian Affalrs, porulatlor statistics
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there ¥~s ar emphasis on Indianness at the school. The students
during the past year had the opportunity to travel to Disneyland
cnd twice a month fleld trips were organized within the area, s;nce
Feder~1 funds were readily available for such excursions.

The teacher interviewed knew 1ittle ahout tribal educa®ion
evcenrt fhét the Tesuque Fueblos vere very secreiive alout their
kiva cereronies, " |

Ir concluslon the atmosvhere at the BIAféncouraging. Although
the students did not receive bilingual end bicultural studies,
the freauert fleld trirs end excellent fecilitics kept the students
in contact with the dominant soclety, since the BIA school yag
extremely 1isolatéd, e

The Keresar-sreaking Zla pueblo is 1ncated on the north side
of Jewez Creek, sixteen riles rorthwest of Beriialillo or State
Elghway Wb, The reservrtion contains 110,267 acres.2 The propulatior:

el
ir 19772 was 438, Elehty four studerts attended the BIA school ot

Z1a Auring the fiscel yegr of 1973%
Two Indlars were interviewed ot Zia. Both mren related that
the RIA school w=s operatine under the oren classroor yhilsorhy,
which the Pueblos.of Zla did not believe w&S8 providing the lndian
childrer with ar ade:uate education., 'The Catholic school in the
area, however, was doing a much better Job in educating the Indiars,
because of the discipline and higzhly structured rrogram.

The EIA school did not have bllingual ¢nd bicultural studies,

Altraveh the corrunity did not aprrove of bticultural stud'es, they

€3 A« Smith, Few Mexico Indians p. 150

« Comrission of Indian Affairs, porulation statistics

€t Statlistics on Indisn Education, p. 17
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wanted to have the Keresan language taught at the school by
a Keresan Indian ald; however, they did not want an Anglo-
teaclier present in the room, while the language 1lnstruction
was beling conducted.

Even though the Keresan language was gradually belng
replaced by Engllish as the prirmary language, the Zla Pueblos
have refused to allow linguists to record the language. Also,
it was questionable whether an elderly membter of the com:iunlty
could be found who syoke the Keresan language thoroughly and
accurately.

Tribal educutlor was conducted at the kXiva as in the
other pueblos studied. However, the men interviewed belleved
that AINM and the Civill hights Movement had gone too far in the
area, and that the students did not respect thelr elders. They
had become far too rebellious and undiscirlined.,

Very few Keresan Indians went on to college and the elders
of the community did not coerce nor encourage the studentz to
receive higher educsation. The decislon to complete high school
and/ or attend college was entirel& left to the student to

% ‘
decide.

During the summer the Indian alds who worked at the BIA
school had decided to continue thelr educatlion at the unlversity,

Due to a holiday, the BIA teachers were not avallable for inter-

viewing,

5f Fr. Pino, memberdff the Tribal Councill, Zia frueblo

Theo, bus driver, Zla Pueblo
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#; In conclusion the Zia Pueblos wanted language instruction
at the school, htut not according to the Washlington directive

on bicultural and bilingual education. The general attitude
seered to be that the Indians in this attitude would rather see
thelr tribal langusge periéh rather than allow the ancient
larguage to be recorded by lingulsts. The community, also, was

not content with the open classroom tyre of educstion, and ‘probably

had 1little volce in its implementation,

&
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The Z2uni reservation is reached by travelling south on Highwry
32 from Gallup and then turning west onto State Highway 53. It
is located in Valencia and McKinley Counties, and is the largest
pueblo in New Mexico, containing 400.353'acrgz with a population
of 5, 500, 58Four outlying villages are part of the Zunl territory
including Ojo Calliente, Tekapo, Fescado, and Nutria,

The student populntion of the entire community was 2,135 in
1973.59 The community has four elementary schools, Toalyalone,

St. Anthony, Christlan Reform, and Zuni Elementary. The Zuni Pub)ic
hirh school is also locmrted on the reservatlion,

While in the vicinity of the reservation, a high school &raduste
from Zuni was interviewed, He stated that the gunior pigh school
and high school were combined (grades 7-12) and that about. Q01 of
the students at the school were Zuni Indians. The principal of the
school, however, was a Cherokee Indian, who did not belleve that
tilincFunl and hlcultural studies were necessary, althouzh bicultural
studles had bheer to a slight degree encorporated into the curriculum.
Pecause the Zuni Fueblos only had seven potters left in the comrunity,
two of the local potters were invited to teach pottery making at the
hirh school to preserve the fading craft. The potters mlso taught
arstract Indlan art at the school, The music department wi-s also
focusing upon Indian dances as part of the curriculum. A course
on tlie his*tory of the Indians was not a part of the course of study.
The tradltional myths, legends and cereronies were larcely conducted
secretively in the kiva (as at Taos). Thus, a relatively strong
derree of departmrentalization existg’” between the tribal educztional

system and the formal educational system at suni,

€7 VA, Smith, New Mexico Indiens, p. 153
£g Commission of Indian Affairs, Sonte Fe
£9 , Statistics on Indian Education, p. 6




The pnstor of the Christian Reform Church had published
materigl in the Zuni lanruage, which he hdd learned . while working
in ¢t- area. He, also, held .adult education classes and used
bilingual methodology in his instruction, However, bilingual
instructlior was rnot offered at the local elementary schools,

The dror out rate at the high school was high and attendance
wis also roor with atout 125 students atsenmt each day. Many students
droyged out of school, but foruid Jobs making Jjewelry, since an immediate
mnrret was avallable for Z2unl Jjewelry,and the Jewelry business 1is
a lucrative occupation (The Zunl pueblo is the wealthlest with a
monthly incore of about $2,000,000 from jewelry and crafts)., Since
Jjobs are avzilable on the reservation, many students do not go on
to collere, However, out of a senlor class of eighty-five students,
trerty 2url Indians applied for college in the fall,

The hirh school students were glven release time to attend

ceremonies, Also, having recelved permission by the parents, many
students received release time for religious instruction held at the

_ .. 60
Christisn neform, Catholic, -o.' Mormon churches,

A young womsn, who graduated from the Zuni iigh School three
years ago, was also interviewed, oJhe stated that there had teen three
suicides from her graduating class, and that during the past year two
seniore had teern killed as » result of drunken driving. Two other
students had drowned, They were drunk when thelr caroe capsized,
Presertly, two seriprs were in criticel condition at the hospltal
as a r~sult of drurken driving,

The drin%ine nroblem was severe arong the young people a2t Zuni.

0 M~rk Gibbons, Zuni High School Graduate, working ns a ronger
4t Yonvment National Iark



Ofter the students dArive from Zuni to Gallup which 1s a consider:tle
distance fror the reserv-otion., Whille at Gallup tl.e studenis drink
heavily hefore returning to Zuni., MNost of the accidents and deaths
occur when the students attempt to return Eg the reservation alon&l
tre narrov ond hazmrdous road fror Gallup.

The two high school graduates were convinced thst the students
¢rark beceruse of boredom, since the reservation did not have parks,
arnserent centers, or movie theaters, The only entertesinrert for
rost ctudents wws related to church activitlies. liowever, a few
ve:rs apo, the Tribal Council aprroved of a recreational center,
Unfortunately, the certer was burned dowx%2 Fresently, funds were
telng raised to rcconstruct the center,

An elementary teacher was interviewed, who was affiliated with
the Christlar fleform Mission. She sald that three years ago the
Christian Reform school, parsonage, and church had been burned down,
A ye~r apo the recrestic 11 center had been destroyed by fire, and
recently, a main bridge along the road was hurnéd, Although many
marhers of the community susrected arsenlsts for.belng responsilt:le
for the fires, thus far nopne had heen.apprehended. hany of the Indians
clatwred that the flres were caused by faulty electrical wiring, ard/or
lightning.

The Indlancs of Zuni were very strong in practicing their triral
relipgion, Frequently, religlous cereronles »ere conducted secretly
in the worehouse ~cross the street from the Chrls:ian Heform MNlsslon.

The Catholic Church at Zunil accepted the Indians as members of their

s G, e\ T e 4 g—— —

1 sussr Welght, rraduate of Zunil Hlgh School, working as =
rarger as~listant at Monument Nztlional Fark
£ Mark Gilbhons & Susan Welght
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faith ir splte of the fact they they worshipped their own deities

end conducted secret rituals; however, the Christian Heform Church

vould not accept the Indians into their church, unless they renounced

thelr tribal religion, Those who renounced their tribal falth were

ostracized from the community and were often persecuted.

The Christlan ieform iil1ssion operated, an elementary school contain-
ine grndes one throurh six. Once 2lementary school 1s completed the
students ere encourared to cortinue their secondary educstlon at the
Christian reform School in Gallup, iiehototh High School., Interested
and qualified students may attend Calvin College at Grand Hapids,
Mchlman ~fter completing high school.

At the Christian Reform elementary school, Zuni aids have
teen hired to serve as interpreters. Thus far, the Indian aids
are not amslified to teach the Zuni language. Even though the pastor,
¥r. Cooke, a Mexicén. has teen involved in bilingusl instruction for
adults, no atterpt has been made to implement bilingual and bicultural
studles at the school, Mr. Cooke's lingulstic studies have been 1limited
to a translation of the Bible and a hymn book.in the zZuni language,

The Zunis seem to experience a greét deal of cultural conflict,
Chenees in the language and in the life style of the Indiesns has
created a cormunication gap between the older members of the trihe and
the younsrer, 1In stite o” the chanres which are occurirg, the Zunis
were defensive about thelr traditional ceremonies. Tourlists were
rot ~l1loved to rhotomraph processions and ceremonies which were held
ir the rleza, At times the securlty guards confiscated the cemeras

€3
of 1ndi-iduals who surreptitiously attempted to take photosraphs.

¢3 Dawn Wheator, B.A., Unlv, of Wisc., Whitewater; Dawn taught
' on the Apache reservation Sor four years, before teaching

at the Zunl puetlo.
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While interviewins the tescher at the Christian neform kission,
three Indian teenamers arrived and were interviewed as well, The
students all aereed that English,especially composition,was nct
tanght adequately mat the high school. One of the girls, who attended
a roarding schecol Ir Albknquerque for sixth grade stated thet the lndien:
studerts were runished for sreaving their own language instend of
Krelish, 1The same stvdent attended college for a year and eventually
left, Her grestest handicar was an inadequate command of the English
lanzuesce, In sprite of runitive measures used in elementary school
Involving the use of English, the student did not ¥now the language
well enoush to comrete at coll]eﬂ:e.él+

Durirg the interviewer's visit at 2uni, he discovered that the
Furtio Indisrs do not have a specific naring ceremony but. they
are miven an Indlan name as well as a Christian name. As part of‘
the triral education, the girls of the pueblo are beaten by masked
Katchinas as well as the toys. 1The training period for the zirls,
however, 1s not as long e#s that of the boys. 1In addition rot all
of the worshir ri*uals are held in the kiva, tut altars used for
private ard famlly worship are found in the homes.65

In conclusion. the Zuni Iueblo 1s not only the largest of the
ruetlos, but is the wenlthiést, 1In spite of the wealth, recreational
facilities sre mirimal,and social prrorlems are nunerous. Boredom and/

or cultural corfllcts due to diverse value systems wray re responsible

for some of the social rrotrlems at Zuni. Bilingual and bicultural

EL Rose, a. Zunl Indian, who comrleted a year ot college hefore
dropring out.

Fe Information gethered by Chandra Prasad Gurung, student
of arthpopolory, V.A. candidate, Tribuwar Univ.
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studies have not been encorporated into the curriculums at the
elementary and high school lewels. The strict departmentalization
of tribal education and dlverse forms of formal education may

tring atout a great deal of cultural conflict arong the Zuni Indians.

The Deputy Cormissiorer of the Commission of Indian Affalrs
at Sante Fe was interviewed. According to the commissioner, the
Rureua of Indian Affalrs was a bureaucracy at its worst., The BIA
was settine itself up in competition with the putrlic and privete
schools, and was more program orilented that i1t was oriented towards
reeting the needs of the Indlans.

The Head Start Program, thus far, had been the most successful
innovation in New Mexico. The high degree of motivation of the Head
Start teachers, and the naturé of the program has influenced not
only the Indian children, but the attitudes of the BIA teachers'
who once they receive tenure tend to be retlcent atout irproving
instruction according to the commissioner., The establishing of Indian
ajdﬁat the BIA schools did not oécur through the BIA, but was brought
arout because of a directive from Washington D.C., which aprjarently
was not under the Depar+*ment of the Interior.

The Pueblo Indians, however, have not talken directives from
washine'on seriovsly. They have learmed to circumscribh¢ the programs
jpitiater bty the Federal Government, when it i1s to their advantage,
The Fuetlos hsve teen eager to have Indian alds working at the schools,
since unemployment 3s reduced. The Indisr alds receive an adequate

salary which 1s beneflclial to the individual, family, and pueblo,
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In addltion many of the Pueblo Indians do not believe that the
adeptation of bilineual and bicultural studies will affect the
economic status of the pueblo, while a knowledge of English will
be beneficlal in acquiring a job.

Thus fer, the dominant culture did not understand the loyalty
of the Pueblos to thelr clan and tribe, since numerous duties and
otlderations are linked with the kiva rituals and ceremonies through-
out the yeerr, If cultural pluralism is accepted by the dominant
culture, a change would occur pertalning to the condition of the
Indians. |

The Serate Sub-Committee has made generalizations about the
Indian Problem, which in reality is a stereotyre, 'sincez the Indians
are relng classified into a category. Individual tribal conditions,
based uror historicel trends, economic, political, and social factors
.frequently are not considered when such generalizations are made.

In the.19fh Century the Federal Government parcelled out Indiaxg
reservations to the several missionary grours. The Sioux territory
becerme lareely under the domain of the Episcoralian Church, while the
Araches were under the Christian Reform -Church, Many other protestant
denomirations were also given Indian territory, which were viewed as
sources for Christian conversions., The Catholic Church, however,
w~s esteblished ir the Southwest during the Spanish occuration. The
dividing of the Indinsn reservation into missionary belts is but e
sincle historical factor which must be considered when analizing the
corterpoary problems of the Indlans..

T e Navajls culture in contrast to the Puetlos has been much more
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eclectiec In terms of adapting values from the dominant culture,

The Fuerlos have been invelved in synchronization, which is the
external adaptotion of the values of the dominant culture, while
simulataneously and secretively attempting’ to presever the traditional
values of the Puebdlo culture,

In spite of the dualism of the Fueblo culture, the rueblos
have rnot been able to escape the conflict brought about bty the two
diverse value systems, The problem:;o drinking, sulcides, deviant
behavior, and loss of cultural identity has been extreme among the
Fueblos., H%%ever. thef€ i1s no sirplistic solution to the comylex
probtrlens.

The acslstant of the Deputy Comrissioner of Indlan Affairs was
glso interviewed. He rolnted out that the degree of traditionalisn.
varys fror pueblo to pueblo and that each reservation must be cqnsidcred
as a separate entity. Although Taos had more college graduates than
any other pueblo, the pursult of higher education among the Fuebhlos
has not taen rlace to a great exfent§7

In conclu§lion, the Deputy Commrissioner of Indian Affairs and
Fina qésjsfant were-awafe of the theory of bticultural and bilingual
studles,=nd other directives from the Federszl Governrent. Eecausé
they were employed by the State Government of New kMexico, and the
state has no jurisdiction over the BIA schools, the RBIA was a torget
of criticism, which may be somewhat Justified, while viewing the Bla
historically; however, the BIA teachers interviewed at Taos and San.
Juan seemed to be'making an effort to understar.d the Indians in
spite of adverse clrcumstances.aend the negative hisforical reputation

of the BIA, which has had a policy of cdercive assimilation in the st

FE Peter Hay, snthropologist, Deputy Commissioner of Indlan affairs,
_ sente Fe,
¥4 Jerry Cordova, Taos Indian, assistant of (ommissioner of 1.A4,



Conclusion g§;®$

#ecording to the Deputy Commissiorer on Indien Affairs
ard hls assistant, too ofter generalizations have been made
nb;uf the Fueblo Indlans, since individual differences occured
fror ruektlo to puehlo., However, in the area of\tribal education
the Fuetlo Indians were often secretive,

In the forral educational system of the pueblos studled,
individual differences certainly took rlace. At Taos the comm-
unity was overtly hostlle towards bilingual stiddies. The members
of the pueblo did not want the Tiwa language taught at the school,
ror 414 they want linguists to record the languare, However, at
Sen Juan,tilingurl instruction had been imrlemented and ever Speclal
clesses were held irn the Tews larguage. At Zla the peorle wanted
the students to learn the Keresan language at school, btut they
orjected to having an Anglo teacher supervising instruction. As
a result the Keresan language was not taught at the school. 1he
Zunl.reservation had tilingual classes for adults only at the
Christian Reform Mission., 2 Zuni hymnal and Bitle had teen trans-
lat~d from English. The principal at the All Tribes Indian kissior
w~s studyling Navajo for the summer, aifhough bilingual studies hsd
not reen 1mplerented.

The San Juan Elementary B8chool also had a bicultural program,
Fueblo history, crafts and music were taught and steps were teing
taken to insert Fueblo literature into the curriculum. at 4la
there was an emrhasis on Indian studies in general, but not specif-

1cally on the Pueblo culture., The Indian comrunity did not object
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to the oren classroom, while at Tesuque the people were orposed
to the open classroom and bicultural studies. The Taos Fueblo
focused upon Indian art and music very cautiously, while at Zunl
Indlan potters had been hired to teach the fadling craft at the |
rublic high school., Indlian dances were also taught at Zuni,
althoush Pueblo history and literature were not a part of the

curriculum,

Even though bpilingual and ticultural studies had not been
developed at Taos, Tesuque, Zia, and Zuni, Indian alds who spoke

the language of the pueblo hed been hired to reinforce instructlon,
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