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ABSTRACT

This variable rule analysis of the indefinite article
"an" was done by means of a computer program developed by H.
Cedergren and D. Sankoff of Montreal. The data was collected from
45-minute interviews with three different groups of college students
essentially alike in age: (1) 13 whites from Louisiana, (2) 12 blacks
from southwestern Ohio, and (3) 10 whites from southwestera Ohio.
Attempts were made to induce the production of "an" by three
different tests or linguistic "games." The following conclusions were
drawn: (1) There is a wide variation in the pronunciation of the
indefinite article before beginning with a vowel. It is often
"schwa," and sometimes the article is dropped entirely. Reduction of
"an" to "schwa' occurs most frequently for black speakers. (2) Where
there is evidence of style shifting for the black informants because
of the race of the interviewer, the variation between Y“schwa" and
"an" does not show style shifting. (3) The feature that favors the
deletion of /n/ the most is a pause between the article and the
following word. It is noted that more data from a wider range of
social classes, ages, and styles, and from more varied geographic
regions, are needed to substantiate this work. (PP)
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‘A Variable Rule Analysis of the Indefinitg Article an

This paper is a variable rule analysis of tle indefinite
article an, particularly in terms of a computer prograh devel-
oped by Henrietta Cedergren and David Sankoff of Nontreal,

To briefly summarize thé theoretical basis of the analysis,

I am dealing wifh variable rules of the form shown in no, 1
on the Handout. X variably zoes to Y, as conditioned by fea-
tures A,3,I,0,etc., which are in angled trsol:zts, TFeature &
represents a minimal feature which must be present in order

for the rule to arply.

e X =—>{Y) / [[fea 4] —_— (fea pJ: [fea 2]
(fea B] [fea I] (fea 3]
. (fea J] 5

from H, Cedergren and T, Sankeff "Yariabtle Rules: Fer=
formance as 2 Statistical Reflection of Compeience"

(to aprear in lancuarce), -

The computer program I worked with uses a maximum like-
1ihood estimatior procedure to assign prcbébilities to the
various features of the rule according to the assumptions
that the features act independently and that thelr combined

effects are mﬁltiplicative. It caleulates prot bilities ac-

ERIC

Full Tt Provided by ERIC.
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cordifng *to both a non-application multiplicative model and

an applicaticn multiplica?ive model. By the first of these
we get the probzbility that a feature will cause the rule to
apply, and by the second the probability that a feature will
permit the rule to apply. i‘athematically the formula for the
non-application probabilities multiplicative model is given
in no, 2 on the Handout. The one for the application prob-

abilities multiplicative model is in no. 3 on the landout,

2 p=1-(1-pg) x (1-p!) x (1-3;) x .o

3¢ P=DPe XD XD X 40,

In each case p, is the input probability and p; P setc., are
the probabilities for the various features in thé rule,

After calculating the probabiiities. the program then uses
fhem to predict the number of rule applications for each en-
vironment and compares the predicted frequencies with the num-
ber of rule applications'actually observed in the data,

The linguistic feature that I have used this program to
study is the ircaiinite article an. An traditiona%ly is the
form of the indeiinite article used before vowels, although the
use of a/a/ bvefore vowels has been noted, for example, in Web-
ster's III, where the forms "a oak" and "a_apron" are given
as oceurrinz "in some dialects." The use of a/a/ before vowels
“in Black £nglish Vernacular and in Southern dialects has been

N
mentioned by Labov in The Study of ionstandard Enslish and also
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'by Fasold and ‘é.'dlfram in their article "Some Linguistic Features
of Negro Dialect." Fasold and wWolfram. further note that another
variant .’.LS a dleleted article as in "He had e:'raf;if: and "He had
erector set.” They imply that the indefinite,is invariably
a/s/ for BEV speakers: the article is a "regardless of how the
following word begins." For the deleted article they explain
that it occurs before polysyllabic words whose first vowel is
/3/ end that the deletion is due to elision or "merging" of

the two /3/'s. Finally they note also the occurrence of the

deleted article before consonanis and suggest that this zbsence

is a grammatical feature instead of a phonetic one.

In my own research I have recorded not only variants like'
the ones just described, but also examples like'nose given in
no. 4 on the Handout., First of all are the usual pronunciation
variants like those mentioned in dictionaries such as iiebster's

I1I1s

4, A. Emphatic or Contrastive stress

"(_He] mekeg extractions, makes an /én/ extraction."
VWihite me:le. college fresnman, Dayton, Ohio

“She made a /ev/, an /#n/excuse,"
White female, college freshman, Dayton, Ohio

B. Syllabic /n/

*They had an /hzdn/argument.”

White female, college sophomore, Cincinnati, Chio
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Next are regular prontinciation variants which occur less fre-

quently and which are not listed in dictionaries:

'C.' Contracted fornm

i+ "It'll have 'n effect." /hx vnafa'k/
Black male, college freshman, Dayton, Chio

D. Nasalized vowel

"They have an /3/ understanding.”
Black male, college freshman, Springfield, Ohio

Other variants occur when there is a pause between the article

‘and the following words

E. lengthened /n/

"A person from Iceland is an /Ani/ (Pause) Icelander.”
White female, collece freshman, Dayton, Ohio

"A person from Arizona is an /eni/ (Pause),. is .
a Arizonian,"

White male, college freshman, Dayton, Ohio

P. Lengthened /3/, deleted /n/

"Are you from a /as/ (Pause) all-black high school?"
Black male, college freshman, Columbus, Ohio

G, Stressed /éy/, deleted /n/

"A person from Alabama is a /éy/ (Pause) Alabamian."
White male, college freshman, Dayton, Ohio

"We needed a /éyai1/ (Pause) independent individual,”
William Ruckelshaus on "The Dick Cavett Show,"

Oct. 30, 1973
étressed /ey/ can also oceur without a following pause, as in
the examples in H, which represent the forhal style of a tele-

vision interview,




H. Stressed /éy/. no pause BES‘ \'a.th

" [It] offers Phillips a /éy/ opportunity ;té)\\ ¢« v e "

William Keeler, Chairman of the Board (ret,),
" Phillips Petroleun, Bartlesville, Okla., on
CBS program "The Corgporation," Dec, 6, 1973

" We started a /év/ inquiry of sorts,"
Bryre Harlow, on CES News, Nov, 4, 1973

As I have stated, 1 2lso found variants like those mentioned
by Fasold and Wolfram, where /5/ 2lone is used or the entire
article is Jdeleted, but they weren't limited to Black informants
nor to White Southzrners, In addition, the deleted article is
not restricted vhonetically in the way Fascld and V%Wolfram have
stated, Zxamples of these variants are given in no. 5 on tre
Handout:

5 A. Deleted /n/

1) *“I was gonna get a /3/ F."
Black male, college freshman, Dayton, Ohio
2) "This friend a mine wanted me %o work on a /3/
off-shore rig,"
White male, collegse freshman, New Orleans, la,

but also other speakers:

3) "I was lookin' through a /3/ old article,"
White male, shipping clerk, age 22, Dayton, Ohio

) *rstrong as a /fa/ ox."
White male, Znzlish professor, age 40+,
Muncie, Ind, (grew up in the Carolinas)

5) "It's a // elementary school," |
White male, collece junior, Dayton, Ohio
(grew up in California) : .

6) "It's just a /a/ appetizer,"

White female, Ph.D. candidate, age 38,
Dayton, Ohio (grew up in Kansas City)




B.

7)

8)

9)

"It might be a A/ airplang{¥ COPY AVAILABLE

White female, housewife, age 70+, Vandalia,
Ohio (Interviewed on local TV news, Nov, 12,

"Age 1s a /fo/ attitude,”
George Blanda, NBC News, Nov. 2%, 1973

“There's a /2/ interesting thesis that comes
from NIT."

John Robert Ross, Georgetown Univ., Oct. 26,

Entire article deleted:

1)

but
2)

3)

4)

5)

Polysyllabic word bezinning with /f3/
"Some quack doctor that's givin' abortion”

Black female, college freshman, Dayton, Ohio
also other environments:

Followinz a /fa/
"go to /ta/ all-black colleze"
Black male, college freshman, Dayton, Chio

Before /r/ '

"to set example /rzze mpal/ for the others"
Black male, college freshman, Columbus, Chio

Other environments
"every place where incident takes place"
Black female, college freshman, Dayton, Ohio
“English course is like a « « « history course"
Black female, ¢college freshman, Dayton, Chio
*I got A out of it"
Black female, college freshman, Dayton, Ohio

.' also with white informants:

*She's moving from an apartment here to apartment

next door."
White male, college freshman, New Crleans, la.
*They had energy crisis.”
White male, English orofessor, age 33, Dayton,
Ohio (grew up in Louisiana) '

" [it] eives you /ya/ idea."
White male, college freshman, Dayton, Qhio
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"A place where airplane lands is an alrport.”
White female, college freshman, Dayton, Ohio

These examples illustrate the range of variation I found
in the indefinite article before a word bezinning with a vowel,
The specific rule that I have studied is the one that deletes
the /n/, producing variation bestween /on/ and f3/, as in "I
made an A" vs, 41 made a A" In addition I will make some
comments on cases where the entire article is deleféd. There-
fore I will not be considering examples like those in no, U
on the Handout (except for a brief discussion of the effect
of a pause), but only those like the ones in no. 5.

One other very common occurrence of an is before gther

in the word another. The /n/ was not lost before gther except.‘

in only two cases where the speaker paused before other. (See
no, 6 on ths Handout,) In only one instance was there: deletion
dg the whole article before other (given in no, / on the Hand-
out)., Since thzre was so little variation bvefore oither, occur-
rences of an in this context were noted, but no attempt was
made to include them in the variable rule analysis,
6 "Now I have a /3:1/ (Pause) other one."
White male, col%;ge ffeshman. liandeville, La,
o ause
“If I had to go to a /ai/pother kin' a school."”
Black male, college freshman, Dayton, Ohio
7. "just one nigger boy tryin' to see if he was stronger
than other nigger boy."
Black male, ¢ollege freshman, Dayton, Ohio

~
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For the variable rule analysis. fhen. the main concern
is with a rule like the one given in i\fq. 8 on the Handout,
The underlying'form.of the indefinit:A{gttaken to be //xv//
and vowel reduction is assumed to have already applied. Tea-
tures in the preceding and following environments that affect

the rule will be added later, The # indicates that the rule

is categorical when a consonant follows,

8. n —(¢) / 3[ ] } * C-syll]

+Art
~def  [rsy11])

The data for this study was collected from interviews -
with three different groups of college students. Cne is a
group of White Southerners from Louisiana, There were two
interviews of approximately 20 minutes each from 13 students,
all males. The second group was composed of 3lack college
students from southwestern Chio, € males and 6 females., There
were two interviews..each lasting about an -hour, with each
informant. Cne interview was conducted by a Black étudent.
the second by a White interviewer., The third group vas a
class of White college freshman from southwestern Chio, with
6 males and 6 females. Each student had a 45 minute interview,
‘and there was an attempt to enrich the data for zn by three

different "tects" or linguistic "games,®
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All three groups are essentially alike in age, and where
there is data for both sewxes the number ofimales and females
is balanced, The style of each interview is precominantly care-
ful interview style. There is little casual style in these
interviews, except mainly for parts of those for the Elack
Midwest group conducted by a Black interviewer. And for this
group there was an attempt to study the effects of style shifting
on an variation. The main variables, though, are region (Groups
1 and 3) and race (Croups 2 and 3).

The first group, the %White Southerners, showed a rela-

were
tively high degree of variation. There, %! cases of /n/ deletion

out of 79 possible instances, or 52, (Includgd;in the 41
are cases where the entire article is deleted sincé it was
assumed that deletion takes place in two stages, /n/ deletion
followed by /fo/ deletion.)

For the Cedergren/Sankof? program the factors given in
no. 9 or the Handout were decided on after some experimenting

with different groups of factors.,

9. Factor groups:
Syntactics

H (headword) s+ _N “an example"

A (adjective, or any modifier that is not
a noun)s __Adj N "an old man," "an all-
black school," "a in-class theme"

C (compound, or noun adjunct)s _ N N *an
English teacner," "a extension pole,"”
*an airplane"
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Phonetic:
Precedings N: a nasal cons, BEST COPY AVAILABLE

X+ anything else
Followings S a stressed vowel
U:s an unstressed vowel
. O: a nasal consonant
Y:i anything else

The primary difference betiween A and C is that the modifiers

An A can be derived from a relative clause ("an old man'"="a

man who is old"), but those in C cannot ("an English teacher" ~
#"a teacher who is English")., For the different phonological
factors, in the preceding environment there may be a nasal
consonant (rervresented by Il). In the follgwing envircnment
first thee can ve either a stressed or an unstressed vowel

(S and U, respectively), followed by a consonant, which may

be a nasal (revresented oy 0). The variable rule that contains

these features can be writter. as in no. 10 on the Handout.

100 ne={#) / ([*nasall) C ##3 4 #eegy .
P [:;;] ot fnes=

- | =def +stress

+N
+Ad ]
+Ncompd |

These factor groups give a total of 24 possible environ-
ments, I was able to collect data for 20 ~f these from the
interviews, Ieeding this data into the computer program gave
the following results:

1) The nonapplication probabilities multiplicative model
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produced an analysis that fit the data better yﬁan the appli-

cation model, -

2) The probabilities assigned to the different features
are given in no, 11 on the Handout.

3) The predicted vs. observed values of the number of rule
applications for the different environments are given in Table
1 (no. 12 on the Handout).

For this group, then, the features are weighted

1, Compound

2, Following nasal

3, Preceding nasal

4, Headword :

11, Non-application probabilities model (po = 0.25)

H - 0017 N - 0025 S = 0.01 0 - 0058
A-00 X-00 U=-00 Y = 0,0
C - 0071

[ - . .-

12, Table 1, Predicted vs, Observed Frequencies
(White Southerners)
(Predicted values in ().)

L B
N X
‘ - s 1 U S 11
{Oo] 2(1.6) . ee= ] 1(29) | 1(0.7)
Y| 2(1.6) 0 (1.1) 10 (10.0) | 3 (1.9)




2 (105) 3 (201) -
=== 3 (301) 0 (005)

S

U S U

L:) 1 (0,9) 2 (2.5) b (L.6) 1 (0,9) ' -
Y 1 (0,8) ——- 1 (0,8) 2 (1,6)
b‘ X

The second group is the Black students from Ohio, Again
‘the frequency of /n/ deletion is fairly high, 108 out of 1é¢
possible occurrences, or 65::, The syniactic and phonoloéical
factors for the analysis of this group are the same as for the
precedinz one, However, since I had voth female and male in-
formants, I added sex as a factor group., Also, since I had
two interviews from each informant, one with a 'thite inter~
viewer and one with a Black interviewer, I added the race of
the interviewer as another factor group. Presumably/ﬁzge of
the interviewer should cause some style shifting towards a more
formal style for a White interviewer, These factor groups gzave
a total of G6 vossible environments, I was adble to collect
data for 42 environments., The nonapplication probvabilities

model assigned the probabilities to the different features




given/in no., 13 on the Handout., The predicfed vs, observed
number of rule applications are given in Table E(nd. 14 on thé
Kandout)., For'the linguistic factors there is the following
ranking:

1, Compouni

2, Headword

3, Pollowing nasal, Stressed vowel
b, Preceding vowel

13, Non-appfication probabilities model (p, = 0.09)
He=0,3 N=0,04 S =0,29 0 =10,29 M = 0,32 W = 0,42

A-00 X-00 U-00 Y~-0,0 F=0,0 B=0,0
C = 0.39 .

More interestiné, though, are the sex and race factors,
liales aprly the rule.more_frequently than females., ‘The race
of the interviewer has the opposite effect than what would be
expected in terms of style shifting, It is natural to assume
that Blacks wculd use a more careful style with a White inter-
‘viewer than with a Black interviewsr, and in general <he two
interviews for each inff\grant do follow this pattern, It also
seems reasonable.that there would be less A/ for zn in a more

" " careful style, However, the ‘fhite interviewer is the factor
| that favors the rule the most, This suzpests that the use of
/fa/ for zn is not sensitive to style shifting like other vari-
ables such as -in' for =-ing which do corrélate with style and

social stratification,



. Table 2. Predicted vs, Observed Frequencies-
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Black liidwegterners)
Predicted,values in ().)

I, Males, Rlack Interviewer:

H
N
S U s ]
- W === 4 (4.0) -—-
2 (1.0) 0 (0.6) 9 (10.6) 8 (4.7)
. ;
N
S v s v
2 (1.7) --- 4 (3.3) 0 (0.4)
¢
N.
S U - U
e — _0(0.8) | —
-—- ~ee 3 (2.9) ---
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Pt
[ ] F s
i ———
[ Y. 1 (0.8)
Fi _
—t S
T -
£4 1 (1.5)
S
Y 1 (0.9)
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IIX. Females, 3lack Interviewer:

P‘
H
X
S U S U
{o ——— ¢ e 3 (2,1) 2 (1.7)
LY 1 (1,2) 1 (1.3) 9 (9.1) | 6 (6.7)
A
N X




-
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1V, F"emales. White Interviewer:

H
X
S U S , U
1 (0.8) ——- 1 (0.8) 1 (0,8)
1 (0.8) 0 (0.7) 12 (12,0) ] 2 (2,6)
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White collegze students from southwest Chio constitute the

BEST COPY AVAILABLE

third/group studled, For this group I attempted to enrich the
, .

data to give me more examples of gn per interview, for the

occurrence of an is relatively rare, In an interview of Ls

min, to an hour, it is not unusual to get only 4 or 5 instances

of an. I devised three different "tests" or l?pguistic
ngames," which took up between 1/3 and % of each 45 nin,
interview, I told the students that what I was exploring was
different ways of saying the same thing. The first set of
questions was a kind of dialectolpgy survey dealing with
lexical differences, I asked themAabout some 0of the usual

variants like pail/bucket, sack/basg, but I also included

words like car/automobile, planz/airplane, airrori/zir base/

landing strin, and architect/enczineer/inventor. The second

test involved nominalizations, I said a sentence with a verd

and the student was to say the same thing but to change the
yerb into a noun, For example, my sentence "He judges their
performance” the student was %o transform into "He makes a
judgement of their performance." By using verbs like arrance,
open, enter, illustrate, etc., I was able to get many nouns
beginning with a vowel, The third test wa; a game about what
people from different places are called, (Cne student told

me that this same thing was actually done on a television gams
show,) I would say the name ¢f a country or state and the
student was to say what a person from there is called, For
example: “Texas," "A person from Texas is a Texan." (Ccca-
sionally I got responses like "A person from Englund is English"

instead of "is an Englishman,") This game usually ended when
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we came to place nameé like Connecticut and Delaware, or when
we started talking about a2lternate names like Hoosiers and Okxie

These tests did enrich.the data, for out of twelve 45 min,
interviews I was able to collect 279 possible instances of zan,
Moreover, they did not skeﬁ the data by giving a very'formal,
unnatural style, because the rate of /n/ deletion for the total
interview (1€;i) was not significantly different from the rate
(175)) during the part of the interview that included normal
conversﬁion.and‘the dialectolocy test, which was carried cut
in normal converstion and did not require the informant to
respond with a set sentence.

out of 279 possible occurrenccs of an only Ls had /fa/ for
an so that the rate of /n/ deletion for this group was 1€,
.much lower than that for the 3lack students (€5%) and for the
Southern hites (527%). In addition, even this figure, 45, is
somewhat high because it includes 15 occurrences out of 16
possible instances of'/b/;when there was a pause between <the
article and the following word. (Pause was not included in
the analysis o the other two groups because of its very low
frequency--only once for the Southerners, seven times for the .
Blacks,) If pause is eliminated from the totals, then the
thite liidwesterners used A3/ for an only 30 times out of a
possible 243 instances, or 117 of the time.

I have included pause in my analysis of this group, how-
ever, because it is a significant factor in reducinz zn to /f3/,

and also it is obvious that the tests I gave to this group

S

.\»
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encouraged this kind of style., In this connection it is
interesting to note what happened twice when I called some-
one's attention to the fact that he had said /9/ for an.
Theée were not informants from my test group, but the elderly
English professor who said "strong as a ox" and the student
who said "It's a elementafy school.” They both gave the same
explanation, Although no pause was auiible as they spoke,
they both said that they hesitated after the article because
they couldn't think of the following word immediately., The
English professor said he was trying to think up an original
simile, the student said he just couldn;t recall the word he

wanted,

Counting pause (P) and no pause (I, as a factor group and _
then feedinz the data into the computer gave the results civen
in nos, 15 and 16 on the Handout, Again these are for the
nonapplication probabilities model. Table 3 gives the pre-
dicted vs. observed occurences of /s/ for the different environ-
ments, (I was able to find data for 32 environments out of a
possible 96,) The effects of the different features are ranked .
1, Pause
2, Freceding nasal
« Compound
o Unstressed vowel
However, the figures for all but the first of these are so small

that thay are probably not significant.
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15. Non-application probabjlities model (pe = 0,09)
/ v

H-00 N-0,08 P=-0,93 S-0,0 0=-0,0 ¥ = 0,0
A-00 X-00 T=-00 U=0,03 ¥Y=0,0 F=0,0

2
C - 0006

16, Table 3. Predicted vs, Observed Frequencies
" (YWhite L!idwesterners)
(Predicted Values in ().)
I. Males:

L H
N X
P T P 7
S U S U S v | s y
0l1 (0.9 --- 10 (0.9 --- 12 (1.9 --= |3 (2.%)] 0 (1.7
--- == 10 (1.0]1 (0.4)]6 (5.0f2 (2.8)f5 (5.3)| L& (2.1}
A
N X
[ » P ?
U S U S v | s U
B R e T
——- e | === [1(0.9)| --- [t(0.5) [c(0.1)
¢
N X
[ T P T
u S 7* v ] v f; s U
e | e | o= 0 | - [ot0ue)| ---
e o] oo [ [ Jram| ]
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The final section of this paper is a brief discussion
of those instances where the entire article is deleted, On’
the whole, the .number of cases was too small to run on the
computer program, I found examples of the deleted arficle in
all three groups, not jusj for the Black or the White Southern
informants. The number of instances for each group is -given
in Table 4 (no. 17 on the Handout). (Instances before a
pahse are not counted.) The numbers here are small, and
although percentages may be misleading, they are interesting
in each case., Table 5 (no, 18 on the Handout) gives the per.
centages, They show a shift to greater irequency for Iemales
as opposed to males, Also there is a shiit to greater frequency
from Blacks to White Southerners to White lidwesterners, a

ghift which is opposite to the rate of /n/ deletion for each

group,
17, Table 4, Article Deletion
White Sou, 3lack liidw, White idw,
lale 9/41 4/1
Female ——- 15/51 / g
Total ——- 23/108 11/29
18 . Table 3. Article Deletion
) White Sou, 3lack xid White »iéwz
Nale 22,0 14,1 L 2647

Female -—- 29.4 50,0
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Concerninz the phonétic environment of the deleted article,
many do occur either before or after /o/ or unstressed /x/ (23
out of 43 total), but mzny do not. So the explanzticn that
the deleted article represents a merging with an unstressed
vowel can explain only about half of the number of inétancés.
Some may be due to deletion of /n/ after /9/ has been deleted,

as in the derivation of "I zot A" in no. 19 on the rHandout,

- /
19, /gdtaney/—»> /g%.tge’y/ —_— /gétéy/

Other examples may be caused bty simply deleting the whole article
an when another vowel+/n/ follows (by haplolozy), as in "every
place where incident takes place" and "must be engincer," Ilore

data is needed, of course, to substantiate these possible
explanations, | . BRI S

By way of conclusion, the statement I have just made aprlies
to this whole vapers "more data is needed,” I was able to col~
lect data for the Scuthern ‘thite group and the Black speakers
for what is probvably an édequate number of environments, but
.for the ilhite uidweSYerners I could £ill only 32 out of 96 cells
for the different factor groups. Also many of the pells in
Tables 1, 2, and 3 have only one occurrence in.them.

Despite these shortcomings, particularly as they aflect
the computer program, there are some conclusions we can draw,
First,there is a wide varlation in the proﬁunciation of the
‘indefinite article before a word Yegrinning with a vowel, It
isn't always /fon/., Frequently i+ is /o/ and sometimes the

entire article disappears, Reduction of an to /fo/ occurs
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most frequently for Black speakers, and véry frequently for

White informants from Louisiana., For White lidwesterners /a/
g

does occur, but its frequency is much less than for the other

£roups .

Second,wherq there is evidence of style sLi:ting'for the
Black informants devending on the race of the interviewer, the
variation between /a/ and /on/ does not show siyle shifting,
There are more occurrences of /3/ for an in the interviews
conducted by “hites, Further evidence that azn does not show
style shifting is that I found no hypercorrect forms (i.eq,
an before a congonant) in any of my research, Also the
occurrence of /5/ and /ey/ in the formal style of television
interviews runs counter to the hypothesis of style shifting.

Third, for the linguistic factors affecting the deletion
of /n/, the feature that favors the rule the most is a pause
.between the article and tﬁe following word, This}geen from
the data on the Whitg widwestern groun., Other factors that
favor application of the rule can be seen in the data from the
other groups, which I ran tozether through the computer pro-
gram, The weights assigned to the different features (given
in no, 20 on the Handout) are
» Compound
Following nasal
Preceding nasal

Headword N
. Stressed vowel

(I W Y o
e o

0.21)

- 0,51(31lack ..idw,)

20, Non-application probabilities model (p,

H = 0,19 N = 0,27 S =0,07 0 =0,51
A-00 %=00 U=0,0 ¥=0.0
C - 0,6l

3} apd
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These conclusions reprazsent a Tirst attempt to deal with
the variation found in a single linzuistic' form, the indefinite
articlé an, and to give it a variable rule analysis according
to the Cédergren/Sankoff progran. iore data is needed to
substantiate the claims made in this paper, data from a wider
range of social classes, ages, and styles, and from more varied

geographic regions,




