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ABSTRACT
The Minister of Education and Cultural Affairs
presented to the Swedish Parliament a bill on the State cultural
policy. In this bill there is given for the first time an overall
view of the engagements of the State within the cultural field. It
presents proposals for the eight goals of State cultural policy. It
also contains a large number of concrete proposals for reforms, which
consitute the first stage in a three-year plan f£or the development of
cultural policy measures. The new reform proposals are: assistance to
amateur activities, grants to cultural programs of cultural
associations, increased support for free professional groups, clearer
division of responsibilities within the cultural institutions,
stimulation of the regional work of theatrical and musical
institutions, a stronger status for the preservation of the cultural
heritage, new organization for certain museums, increased support to
people's parks and people's houses, a State cultural council to be
ecstablished, and a three-year plan for State financial contributions.
The bill is based on proposals from the Swedish National Council for
Cultural Affairs and the 1965 Commission on Museums and Exhibitions.
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GOV:RNMENT BILL ON STATE CULTURAL POLICY (1974:28)

On March 20 the Minister of Education and Cultural Affairs,
Bertil Zachrisson, presented to Parliament & bill on the
state cultural policy. In this bill there is given for the
first time an overall view of the engagements of the state
within the cultural field. It presents proposals for the
¢oals of state cultural policy. It also contains a large
number of concrete proposals for reforms, which constitute
the first stage in a three-year plan for the development

of cultural policy measures.

The bill is based on proposals from, in the first place,
the Swedish National Council for Cultural Affairs* and the
1965 Commission on Museums and bxhibitions. Parliament is
expected to vote on the bill in May. It is estimated that
certain proposals will be brought into effect as from
July 1, 1974.

GOALS OF STAT&S CULTURAL POLICY

It is estavlished that cultural policy is an element in
the total political engagements of the state. The goals for

the work of social change must also include cul tural policy,

¥*
The National Council's proposal was summarized in 1973

in the publication "New Cultural Policy in Sweden - A

Proposal'.
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which must therefore be seen as one of several instruments
for creating a society characterized by equality and ptro-

viding people with the means for a richer life.

Cultural equality is as important as economic and social
equality. Material welfare is a prerequisite for people's
liberation from compulsion, insecurity and worry. It is

also a basis for enabling people to put their inherent
possibilities to use. Possibilities of cultural experience
however, do not follow automatically with increased material
welfare. In the same way as resolute efforts are needed to
create social and economic equality, so resolute efforts

are required for the democratization of cultural life.

Cultural policy is a means of creating a welfare based on
a wider concept than previously and aimea at broadening
people's freedom of action and opportunities for develop-~

ment.

The bill summarizes the goals of cultural policy in eight

points. Cultural policy should

- contribute to the protection of freedom of expression and
to the creation of real conditions for the utilization of
this freedom

- provide prople witbh the opportunity for creative activity
and promote contact between people

- counteract the negative effects of commercialism within
the cultural field

- promote decentralization of cultural activities and deci-
sion functions

- take into consideration the experience and needs of
neglected groups

- permit artistic and cultural renewal

- guarantee that the culture of past times is preserved and
kept alive

- promote an exchange of ideas and experience within the

cultural field across linguistic and national boundaries.



IMPORTANT ZAUYE 2O TiHe POPULAR NOVAMENTO

rnven 1t the proposals relate to state ensagements, emphasis
is piaced on the fundamental responsibility of local and
county councils for action within tae cultural field. The
importance of an aciive role being taken by the popular
movements i1s sitressed, Official bodies have no reason to
conduct activities which can ve performed as well or better

by popular movements.

HaW ASSISTANC: TO AMATEUR ACTIVITIES

One of the most important new elements in the cultural
policy presented is measures to improve the means for per-
scnal creative activity. A number of proposals for the
stimulation of amateur activities are presented. Amateur
activities are conducted to a large extent in the form of
study circles - roughly one-third of the study circles are
concerned with culiural subjects. Many of the proposals
therefore aim at an intensification of study circle acti-
vities. During 1974/75* an increase of 54 million kronor*%
in th-: grant to study circles is calculated, This amount
covers both an increase in the number of study circles and
an increase of the allowance by 2 kr. per study period. The
other proposals are briefly as follows:

- The regulations governing the work of study circles should
be changed so as to facilitate amateur activities of a
practical nature.

- Greaver cpportunities should exist for expert participa-
tion in study circles, and the fee should be raised from
50 to 40 kr. per study period, which, among other things,
will facilitate the participation of cultural workers.
Teachers of aestnetic and practical subjects at folk high
schools snould be able to include study circle teaching
as part of their duties.

- Grants to the centiral organizations of the educational
associatior.s should be increased by 4 mkr. to 14.4 mkr. The

*
Tne Owedish budget year is July 1 - June 30

* N
** One Swedish krona = (approx.) US $ 0.22 or £ 0.09
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acu. T eaucevion orgasizaticns can thereby extend their
programme and invensify the itraining of study circle
leaders witnin tne cultural fieiaq.

- The central amateur organizations, e.g. the choir associa-
tions and various orchesira organizations, should have
tneir total annual grant raizea by 0.4 mkr. to 1.2 mkr.

- A new grant should be introduced for experiment and deve-
lopment within amateur activities. For 1974/75 a sum of
2 mkr. is proposed. The m@oney should be allocated by the
proposed State Cultural Council to projeots which
cannot receive support by other means, e.g. via study
circle grants. The projectis may relate to new working
methods in amateur activities and to trials in the exten-
sion of cultural activities 1o new groups and in new en-

vironments.

NEW GRANT 70 CULTURAL PROGRAMMES OF CULTURAL ASSOCIATIONS

Cuitural associations arrange activities of various kinds,
such as theatrical performances, concerts and exhibitions.
To support tn2se efforts a new state grant is proposed in

place of the present grant for lectiuring.

An amount c¢f 6 mkr. is proposed for this purpose, an in-

crease of 3.2 mkr. over the present grant.

INCREASED SUPPORT FOR FREE PROFESSIONAL GROUPS

Free professional groups and small ensembles working outside
the cultural institutions have acquired an increasing im-
portance in recent years. They have contributed to a vita-
lization and renevai of cultural life. It is proposed that

state support be reinforced by 1.7 mkr. to 3.1 mkr.

The free groups also receive an increased indirect support
through raisiné of the state grants to community centres
by 0.4 mkr. to 1.1 mkr.
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CheAd it DIVISION OF RASPONUIBILITING WITHIN Tie CULTURAL
PNOPLITUT I ONS

For a vital cultural activity the state cultural institu-
tions must have independent powers of decision concerning
the content ana form of the activities. It is proposed that
the function 0?2 the state should be limited to the issue of
regulations concerning %the tasks of an institution only in
broad outline, and to tune allocation of grants for the acti-
vity. It is important for the anchorage of a cnltural insti-
tution in the life of the community that different community

interests are represented on its board.

It is presumed ithat the board will decide only on gquestions
relating to the direction of the institution's activities
and on other important questions concerning such matters

as planning, organization and finance. The head and other
employees of the institution should be free to organize the
activity in other respects. This freedom is a prerequisite

for creative work.

STIMULATION OF THX REGIONAL WORK OF THEATRICAL AND MUSICAL
INSTITUTIONS

One of the fundamental principles in the National Council's
proposals was to support the regional work of the esta-
blished cultural institutions. To stimulate this develop-

ment & new system of state grants is proposed for regional

and local institutions of theatre, dance and music, to
cover 55 %» of the staff expenses. Additional grants should
be made for regional work and for newly formed institutions.
The support to the institutions increases by €.5 mkr. ex-
cluding automatic cost rises. This provides the means to

start new institutions.

As theatrical and musical institutions successively become

establisned in the regionf, the role of the Institute for

National Concerts, the Reg.onal Music Organization and the

Swedish National Theatre Centre will naturally be changed.

Their function in the fuivure will to a greater extent be that

of coordinetion with the regional organizations and of supp-
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leiedtation OO Lo Teg.dnc. »ugduy. Juling a very long time,
however, t{here v... 0& a Ccunilnced nesd Jor their cwn pro-

duction ana for nasional sours of various zinds

It 1s precuwed Laal the inoussudioens will collaborate with
the auuilence Jsrcanizalion ckilesanan &v the places where

it exisvs. Vre sruint o Dxdaevanan iccreases by 0.4 mkr.

A OTHOL G OPADUS Aol DY CRAOSRVATTON OF THE CULTUHAL
HilRITAG 2

The preserveiion ol wor suliural neritaze should be given
a greater sLonilicance in communisy piauning. 7o this end
iT is proposes Tnat i tne regioral planning the county

administracion shall aiso ve responsitle for certain aspects

of the preservation of tne culiiural neritage. Through
association ~ith (e couniy administration those responsible
for the preservation o tne cultural heritaze should have
greater means to uprcid Tasir interaest. At the same time

it 15 presumec thatl vne couniy mustums will retain important

functions, Tnc new or-manitation should be Lntrocuced on

A new sranu 3n0alu oe inwrvauced Tor the wuseur work and
work on preservation oI une cultural heritage done by the

-

county museuzs. Tais will sirengthen them both as free

culturai iasvituiicons in vne Jlela of museums and preserva-
tion o the cuitures neritsse end will enabie them to ful-
fil certain functions ir thnis respect for the Central Office
of National Antiquivies and the county administrations. Pen-
ding the reorganizatioi vae .;rant for preservation of the

cultural heritagse suould be increaged by 0.8 mkr.

NeW ORGANIZATICN Ot CHRTAIN MUSAUMS

The important rolie o the couniy museums in the culturai

organization at regional level is empnasizeda. The state

should, as noted, support their aciivities.
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the 3%ase anc 33sle-sSUpported museuns. An izmportant motive
for coorainatior vetween siate museum units is to extend

the means ro» eiiective service to the regional ruseuns.

The bill sugpescs a continued relationshlp between the
ventral Cffice of .avional Antigquities, tne Museum of Na-
tional Antiquities and the iediterranean Museum. A large
measure o iadependence jis presumed within the comaon orga-
nization. The Nationali iuseum, the Museum or Modern Art

and the Museun of Mar “astern Antiquities are also presumed
to coastitute a unitl wiita a joini ooard. The musecum grants

should be increased dy 1.4 mkr. for the next budget year.

INCREASHU SUFYOKT T0 FPirOrLex'S PARKS AND PoOPLE'S HOUSKS

The need for svate support to the People's Farks and the
Peopie's Houses is5 vo be investigated. In +his connecticon
the question of support to the Swedish Association of Rural
Community ventres and the VAra GArdar Association (tempe-
rance movemert) shouid ose considered. A reinforcement of
state support for the Feople's Parks is proposed for the
next oudget year. A grant of 0,7 mkr. is propcsed for the
central administrazion and certain experimental work. The
People's liouses ¢nould receive 0.2 mkr. for the showing of

quality films through 8io Kontrast.

A STATE CULTURAL COUNCIL TO BE BESTABLISHED

In order tnat tne new goals for cultural policy may be
realized, a betler basis for decisions by Government ard
Parliament is needed than that which the present state

cultura. administration can provide.

It is proposed that a new organ, the State Cultural Council,
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stnowtd e G2l our &0 TTSs Lotcoer otalu yewr. The Jowreil
woulid take over ascigsnoenys from tne Theatre and Music
Councii, tne Jvomniited on Perivaicals and the uiorary Sec-
tion oi the 3Joare oi suucation. The Council snouic have
advisory ant .nvesiisationas fuanctions ana suould b2 respon-
sible for ¢ne <uxaminasica o state grants. Among other

things it snouls ¢ responsio.e ror tne allccaticon of funds

tc Iree facastrz gooups, assisiance L0 newssapers, oXperi-~

Tne board or :zhe Council 3nould incluae amenmbers with a
oroad experience of gubdbile affairs, among wnom repregenta-~

tives of _oca: councils councils, cuitural workers'

organizations ani aduit education organizastions.

Under the toard *rnare should be three commiitees with
adv_soryv ant, ia certain questions relaiing to grants deci-
sion functicne: on2 committee for theatre, music and dance,
one for ar%, museums and exhibitions, and one for 1itera-~

ture and Lioreri=s.

Investigational woerk will be an important task for whe
Culturael Councii. The bilil mentions various %tasxks of this
kiand. Among cthwr tningzs the Council should investigate
questions of cni.c¢ zu.ture and questiions relziing to the

supply of commercial cultiure.

A THReS-YZAR 2LAN PFOR STATY PINANCTAL CONTRIBUTIONS

State firsncial ~contributions snould te augmented in sccor-
dance with & threz-year pian. The direct cuitural grants
referred tc in the 5ii. snould increase in the first year,
apart Irom price and salary recalculations, by 25.5 mkr.
Row;;aly half of this amount should gc to free sctivities
outside the institutions. Considerable additions should be
made also t¢ the grants to study circles and educational

associations.

For the later part of the tnree-year plan measures within

literature, art and films are considered especially urgent.
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The forms for state assistance to cultural workers should
also be decided upon. During the three-year period the
reforms now initiated should be followed up. This implies,
among other things, an extension of the support for amateur
activities and cultural programmes within the popular move-
ments. Grants tc tne regional activities of the theatrical
and musical institutions should be reinforced. A new state

grant should be introduced for the county museums.





