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Problem: The purpose of this study is to determine contribu-

tions of speif:r.! socio-economic and self concept factors to

ctuccess or Pillure of students, by sex, in an Adult Basic

Education proL7,ram. i.ore specifically, an attempt will be made

to anwer thc fo3lowin;7 question: is it possible to differ-

ehti:Ate ;!.roups of Adult Basic Education students class-

. lied by r,luce-,7; fir ,1 sex on the basis of objertIve measures

of socio-conomic. anci self concept.

to ':ducation: The value of education in a

dcrrocrat:c !;(1: :y ::3e:; without question. :lowever. recent

r-ensus rx..ea7 rather startling information. Accordinc,

to a 1.969 of Census report, about six million adults

or 5. the total population had not completed five

years of forml ,;(,:hooling and forty-six percent are not high

school gr.11c,''1,-- A 1960 census report revealed that over

fifty percent :.f 'ndividuals receiving welfare are functionally

dropout rate in'Adult Basic Education programs

is approxim.ltt!ly forty percent.

1



In 1!cht of the above information, it is important. !o

have an improved understanding of characteristics of adults who

were successful in academic work as compared to those whc

were nct, so that we would he better enabled to prepare

sludent teachers for the task of teaching adults.

Rsearoh :rocedures: The selection of individues will he

conducted. first Iv random sampling of all adults who enrolled

and sequentially participated in the General Educational. Devel-

opment Test in Eickman high School Adult Basic Education program.

Columbia, Yissouri. This random sample will then be stratified

into four different groups according to success and sex. The

study will anT,lyze the relationship of socio-economic status

and zwlf concept to oucces: and sex in Adult Basic Education.

The two instru:nents to be used are the National Opinion Research

Center Socio-economic Scale and the Tennessee Self Concept Scale.

distrirninant analysis, intercorrelation among the

diff'orent variables and one way analysis of variance will be

usod to analyze the data.
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THE PROBLEW.

.;tatilment of the Problem: The purpose of this study is

to determine contributions of specific socio-economic and

self concept factors to success or failure of students, by

sex, in an Adult Basic. Education program. The socio-economic

factor employed in this study is socio-economic status; and the

self concept factors are self criticism, self esteem and sense

of adequacy and worth.

Yore specifically, the problem of this study may be

considered as an attempt to answer the following questions:

I. is it possible to differentiate among groups
of Adult Basic Education students classified
by succ,:.ss and sex on the basis of an objective
measure of socio-economic status?

2. Is it possible to differentiate among groups
of Adult Basic Education students classified
by success and sex on the basis of objective
measures of self concept?

II. ;;IUNTFICANCE OF THE PROBLEM

The value of continual education in a democratic society

goes without question. The area of concern is how can all

individuals realize their fullest potential. At a time when

change is making a complex techological society, the importance

of education is magnified.

The understanding of characteristics of adults who were

successful in academic work as compared to those who were not,

should enable us to prepare more adequately for the task of

teaching adults. This is especially true of the subjects of

this study. adults who have acquired most or a significant



portion of their education outside formal school settings. The

:students who are overly critical of themselves may tend to view

themselves as inadequate in an academic setting. Those who

approach life in unrealistic ways may have unsuccessful methods

of 1.tudy and work. Thu a knowledge of an individuals self

concept is useful to a teacher in helping that individual im-

rove his c!-Ince:1 for success in academic pursuits. If. indeed,

there is a sirniant relationship between a positive self

concert and sw.-cess. teachers of adults should devote a portion

of their class time to improvement of the individual's own

i,t,rceived image.

:r: :tomes 1.'RCCEDURE:::

popu7ltion will consist of all adults,

1..'proximately sevent3.-f:J,., wro prrolled and sequentially

pa,-tir.ipated in t?-.,! '2.ducationA 1;evelopment Test iri

Au't ProFram, 7,olumbia, NAssouri. since

its ihce:tion in 1966. Adult Basic Education is an integral

Firt of the overall Adult Aucation rrogram at Hickman High

MI,00l and has nerved t're central Nlissouri area in a comprehen-

siv manner. The saTple for this study will first be obtained

by random samlinr the population and then will be stratified

into four different Froups according to success and sex. The

sample will consist of forty students (Nunnally. p. 355).

Tnstrumentation. The two instruments to he used in the

study are the National. Opinion Research Center (NORC) Socio-

economic scale and the Tennessee Self Concept Scale. To measure



c:cio-eco::omic ntatus, the Nrs)::. socio-economic scale, created

by CtIJ lilr,ean in 1947 and consisting of ninety selected

oc,:.upation.s. will be administered. This scale yields. one score.

nAture of this scale cttn be found in Reiss (1961). The

Ti nnessee :;olf !;:cale consists of 100 self descriptive

statement which the subject uses to portray his own picture of

iM;;e-If.. Three sub-tests of the scale were chosen as having the

most significance for this study. (1) The :;elf Criticism score- -

This scale is comrosed of ten items that are all mildly der-

rogatory statements. high scores indicate a normal capacity

for self criticism while low scores indicate defensiveness.

(2) The Total Positive Score--This is the most important single

score and reflects the overall level of self esteem. (3) Social

iif- -This is "self as perceiVed. in relation to others" and

reflectS the person's sense of adequacy and worth in his social

interaction with other people.

tatistical Analysis. Multiple discriminant analysis will

be used to analyze the data. (William P. Cooley. 1962). In

addition to the multiple discriminant analysis, inter-correlation

among the different variables and one way analysis of, variance

will be computed. The data will be collected during mid 1972.

RET:ATED REFERENCES

Yany studies have been conducted in the area of persistence

and motivational factors in adult education. Irwin R. Jahns

(1970, p. 215), writing in Adult ,Basic Education: The State of

the Art relates that "no efforts have been directed toward
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the socia7 and economic benefits that accrue from

participation In Ath t Basic Education." In light of this

statement, it appears tht research is needed in this area.

Caplin ".269. pp. 1.-16). in a study of the relationship

1)Ptwor.?n self concept and acv achievement found that a

higher self concz*I may contribute to hLghe" achievement and

h!gher achievemnt in turn may contribute to a higher self

concept.

Trowbride (1970. pp. 304-30C. conducted a study on the

effects of socio-economic class on self concept of children.

Whilo investicatIn4: the effectiveness of a teacher training

pror,ram desii-ned to humanize the classroom some unexpected

results were found concerning the self concepts held by children

of different socio-economic croups. Two hypotheses suggested

from this study are: (1) the teacher with a high self concept

: :o chow transfers this se 7f concept to his students and (2) this

transfer fenevatcs a feulinr of greater self worth in the students.

Chidren of low 1.:cio-e'onomic class. culturally disadvantaged

consistently had a more positive self concept than did children

of advantaged a;:eas.

:3rool:ovor. Eric'eson and Joiner (1967. pp. 392-4O0). found

a positive rlatiorichip between self concept and academic

achievemect.

. 3.::.:TRIT:jTION AND USE TO BE MADE OF FINDINGS

The ricp,:r utilization of the findings from this study will

be an add,:d c4ronc point of the entire project. As mentioned

thc ;reject, no record was found of any formal stud3.



whic'r. dell problem of self ecnec-rt fld

Inofits accruinc from part:cipation in adult

basic cducation. ;..f the major questions of this study can

;:p ported the impact A.z.ull he significant and should set th,

stv:,? for numros ether facets of research study in this 'trczt.

7)1soemi:':11.1. or the summary of the findAngs. conclunlons

and rsccor.r-endations of this study will be:

as an unpublished doctoral
1:srt..ttlon in the Univeroity of :;.1.ssouri-
Co1uil .;!...neral library .

1..

t-ofilmed and accessible throuit this
m.!lium at the Uiverity of ::.issouri-
ColuThTh !eneral Library

ane submitted for journal publication

en,r!d 7J3 a research per at appropriate
r.3fe::.:Ional meetings

OF TEF. DATA

The oririnal intent of this research project was to

utiliz multile llscriminant analyois in analyzing the data.

Howovr.r, the resultant ack of adequate nu:%ber.of subjects.

minlmurn of ten per c.::,11 as required by multiple discrimianat

analysis. necetatd the use of the analysis of variance and

the chi-square test.

The population consisted of the !:,c2. adults who enrolled

and participated in the eneral Educational Development Test in

ii.ckrran Adult l',asic TY.ducation l'rocram, Columbia. .issouri, since

its inception in 1964. The sample consisted of the thirty-seven

persons who wil1inf7,1y participated in this study.

The purpose of this study was an attempt tc answer the

questions reforr,2d to in :;ection I of the proposal..



Problem I

Is it possible to differentiate among groups of Adult

Basic Education students classified by success and sex on the

basis of an objective measure of socio-economic status?

Table I

Summary of Analysis of Variance for Differences Between

Teans for Socio-economic Status and Success

SOURCE OF DEGRE1::S OF SUN. OF MEAN "F" .05
VARIANCE FREE1JOY SQUARE:: SQUARE VALUE LIMIT

Between 3 1008.435 366.145 5.663* 2.90

Within 22 1958.754 59.356

36 2967.189

*Significant at the .05 level of confidence

The F ratio resulting from the analysis of variance was

663 which was statistically significant at the .05 level of

confidence. Analysis of variance among socio-economic status

and success is shown in Table I. According to the data in

Table I. it would appear that those who are involved in Adult

Basic Education programs should be cognizant of the possibility

that low socio-economic status individuals have a statistically

significant tendency toward failure on the General Education

Development Test.

Table II

ears and Standard Deviations for

Socio-Economic Status and Success

TYPE OF SUBJECT NEAN STANDARD DEVIATION NUMBER

rale Pass 6.360 8

Male Fail 52.00 4.153 4
Female Pass 63.368 7.253 19
Female Fail 51.667 9.70o 6

Grand cP.009 6.866 9.250



The data in ratio :I disclose that the male pass mean of

.00 and the mlie Nil mean of f',2.500 was only slightly

rroater than the fomale pass mean of 63.368 and female fail

mean of c:l.667. respectively. The real significant difference

appears to lie in the mean differences between success rather

than sex.

1-roblem II

Is it possitle to differentiate among groups of Adult

3asic Education students classified by success and sex on the

basis of objective measures of self concept?

Table !II

Summary of Analysis of Variance for Differences

Between 7:.eans for self Criticism and success

flTF OF
VA:iIANCE

Between

Within

Total.

;;UM OF iv,EAN .05
VALUE LIMIT

429.573 143.191 7.347 2.90

641.129 19.49

1072.702

*:;ignificant at the .05 leVel of confidence

The F ratio cf 7.347 was statistically significant.

Analysis of variance among the self criticism portion of the

total self concept and success is shown in Table III. Those

individuals with a high self criticism score would appear to

have a normal capacity for self criticism. and based on the

data as revealed in Table I:1i, are successful in the G.E.D.

Test Individuals with low scores have a tendency toward

defensiveness and failure on the G.E.J. Test.
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Table IV.:

:."AiO and ::,tandard Deviations for

'.;elf Criticism-and-Success
.

Tv ..1,-, of
::Jullect 7:oi-irl

:;tandard
Deviation Number

:1(.. Pass kl.125 3.951 8
:711A Fail P9.500 4.557 4
7emalo ra-.3 .1 r; 1451 1:.391 19
F6MIle ::'Ll:: 1-.5'.167 3.337 6

:;rarri '',.'190 :4.072 9.250

The .;1,;nir:tnt difference between the means of the sub-

,;,ectz., who ,)nd those who failed is illustrated in Table TV.

ti; !t a positive se2f criticism attitude is a fac-

tor in ac?!.::%: .lucceot; on the Test.

Table V

;.11alysis of Variances for Cifferenceo

77,OUFC7 01"'

. a

riieteen

Within

()7

::ata Ta:7e

:XS. 01 0.°.t.11 "Tu .0
,!,11111 vALua T.-1;7:T

7074.827 2358.275 1.926 2.90

4041r,.49R 1224.712

47490.325

indicates that there. is no significant

differenc, the individuals positive score and success

on the C. Test. The positive score indicates a feeling of

personal v:th. %Aith Aich is reflected in positive behavior.

10



Table V:

-tnd 1-tandard Deviation

::.core and Success

'..).F7TATInN NUN-3Er:

1,tss
e 11.1P7 8

21.7P9 4

",71:11,? 1r2:7".": 36.2, 19
1.1.r,"3 24.100 6

hti 23.34 9.250

hr' analys:s of the data in Table 77 revealed a lack of

significant evidenc07! of relationship between an individual's

felinr: of anti worth and success on the C.F.I.). Test`.

Table 711

:',um71:7 of :nalysis of Variances for Differences

r.Irtwoon :-eans for Social :elf and `.success

'=7 CY OF 711 . 05
IA.0 LimitT,-

p.p.rtwer:n 1 20P.716 69.572 1.158 2.90

Within 1992.27 60.069

2190.973

The lack or a :-:ini.ficant difference in Table VII reflects

the fe.11ini7s of adequacy as it relates to success.

11
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Conclusions

Within the limitations of this study and in view of

the above analysis of the data, the following conclusions

were warranted:

(1) The adults with high socio-economic status tend

to realize a greater degree of success in the

G. :.D. Test.

(2) Of the three facets of self concept only self

criticism showed a significant relationship to

success indicating that healthy openness and

capacity for self criticism were contributing

elements.

Recommendations

During the research for this study, certain problems and

questions were raised which appear to warrant further investi-

gation: Among these problems, the following seem to have

special significance:

(1) A more detailed study of the various self concept

factors in relationship to success in Adult Basic`

Education-

(2) A study designed to measure teachers' and adminis-

trators' awareness of the importance of socio-

economic status and self concept in Adult Basic

Education students

13
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