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This is the final report of a project designed to

determine contributions of specific socio-economic and self concept
factors to success or failure of students, by sex, in an Adult Basic
Education program. More specifically, an attempt was made to answer
the following question: Is it possible to differentiate among groups
of Adult Basic Education students classified by success and sex on
the ‘basis of objective measures of socio-economic and self concept.
The selection of study individuals was conducted, first by random
sampling of all adults who enrolled and sequentially participated in
the General Educaticnal Development Test in the Hickman High School
Adult Basic Education program, Columbia, Missouri. This random sample
was then stratified into four different groups according to success
and sex. The study analyzes the relationship of socio-economic status
and self concept to success and sex in Adult Basic Education. The two
instruments used were the National Opinion Research Center
.Socio~economic Scale and the Tennessee Self Concept Scale. Multiple
discriminant analysis, intercorrelation among the different
variables, and one way analysis of variance were used to analyze the
data so that those variables which indicate academic success may
serve to help in the preparation of teachers whose task is to teach
adults. (Author/CJ)
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CGtatus and Self Conceyrt to Cucceens
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Cortravting fiency: The Curators of the University of
¥issouri-folumbia
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rrovosed Dates: 3eginning: June 1, 1972
tnding: '

Iroblams  Tre jpurpose of this study is to determine contritu-
tions of specific sonio-economic and self concept factors to
auccess or failure of studeats, by sex, in an Adult Basie
rducation program. YNore specifically.'an attempt will bhe made
Lo answar ihe followins question: Is it possible to differ-
antiate amony sroups of Adult 3asic Education students class-
1fied by sucesss and sex on the basis of objevfive measures

¥ socio-rconomic and self concept

cignificunce to ?ducatio%: The value of education in a
democratic sccisiy goes without question. llowever; recent
~ensus fisure: roveal! rather startling information. According
te 2 196G Zureauw of Census report, about six million adults

or 5.6 porcant of the total population had not completed five
years of foruinl schooling and forty-six percent are not high
sehool griviuntes. A 1960 census report revealed that over
fiftj percant of Endividuals receiving welfare are functionally
illiterats. Tho drovout rate inéAdult Basic Education programs

is approximately fortiy percent.



In 1i¢ght »f the above information, it is impertant to
rave an improved understanding of characteristics of adults whro
were successful in academic work as compared teo those whe
wera nct, so that we would he better enabled to prepare
student teachers for the task of teaching adulis.

Uagearch iroceduras: The selection of individuals will he

¢
D

conducted, first Yy random sampling of all adults who enrolled

and sequentially participated in the Ceneral Educational Devel-

o

tre

oprerit Test in Hickmar High Schoel Adult Basic EZducation program,
Columbia, Missouri. This random sample will then be stratified
intec four different g roups according to success and sex. The
study will anzlyze the relationship of soclio-economic status

and self concept to usticcest and sex ia Adult Basic Education.

The two instruments to be used are the National Opinion Research
Center Socio-economic 3cale and the Tennassee Self Concept Scale.
¥ultiple diserircinant analysis, intercorrelation among the
different variabtles and one way analysis of variance will be

usied to analyzo the data.

N
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I. THE PROBLEN

statement of tne Yroblem: The purpose of this study is

to determine contrihbutions of specific socio-uconomic and
2l € concept factors to success or fallure of students, by
sex, in an Adult Basic Education program. The socio-economic
factor employed in this study is socio-eccnomic status; and the
self concept factors are self criticism, self esteem and sense
of adequacy and worth.
vore specifically, the problem of this study may be
considered as an attempt to answer the following questions:
1. I1s it possible to differentiate among groups
of Adult Basic Education students classified
by succ«ss and sex on the basis of an objective
measure of socio-economic status”
2. Is it possible to differentiate among groups
of Adult Bagsic Education students classified

by success and sex on the basis of objective
measures of self concept”?

II. ZSIGNIFICANCE OF THE PROBLEN

The value of continual education iﬂ a democratic society
goes without question. The area of concern is how can all
individuals realize their fullest potential. At a time when
change is making a complex techological society, the importancé
of education is magnified. |

.The understanding of characteristics og adults who were
successful in academic work as compared to fhose who were not,
should enable us to prepare more adequately for the task of

teaching adults. This is especially true of the subjects of

this study. adults who have acquired most or a significant
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rortion of thelr education outside formal school settings. The

students who are overly critical of themselves may tend to view

*

remselves as inadequate in an academic setting. Those who
approach life in unrealistic ways may have unsuccessful methods
of sntudy and workx. Thus a knowledge of an individuals self
concept is useful to a teacher in helping that individual im-
yprove his chances for success in académic pursuits. If, indeed,
there is a zignificant relationship between a pocitive self
conceprt and surcess, teachersg of adults should devote a portion
0f their class time to improvement of the individual's own
perceived imaga.,
EANCH VRQUZDUREX

Sample. The population will consist of all adulté.
avproximately seventy-Iive, wroe enrolled and éequential1"
participated in tra fioneral Sducational HDovelopment Test in

Hickman Adult Tasie “dutation Program, “olumhia, Migssouri, since

3

.

i

5 inception in 1966, Adult Basic Fducation is an integral

ot

part of the overall 2dult tducation program at Hickman High

Zerool and hag zerved the central Missouri area in a comprehen-

ive manner. Tre sample for this study will first be obtained

.
3

hy random samrling the ropulation and then will be stratified

into four different croups according to success and sex. The

sample will consist of forty students (Nunnally. p. 355).

]

Instrumentation. The two instruments to be used in the

study are tre National Opinion Research Center (NORC) Socio-

eccnomic scale ard the Tennessee S5elf Concept Scale. To measure



socio-cconomic status, the NORZ socio-economic scale, created

by Otis Sudley Dancan in 1947 and consicting of ninety selected
ocouprations, will be administered., This scale yields one score.
Tna nature of this scale can Ve found in Reliss (1961), The
Tannesseé Seif Toncept lcale consists of 100 seff descriptive
statements which the subject uses to portray his own picture of
nimself. Three zub-tests of the srale were chosen as having the
most significance for this study. (1) The Jelf Zriticism Zcore--
This scale is composed of ten items that are all mildly der-
rogatory statements. High scdres indicaté a normal capacity

for self criticism while low scores indicate defensiveness.

(2} The Total rositive Score--This is the most important single
score and raflects the overall level of self esteem. (3) Social
Self--This is "self as perceived in relation to others” and
reflects the person’'s sense of adequaéy and worth in his social
interaction witr other peOple. _

Ctatistical Analyesis. Multiple discriminant analysis will
be used to analyze the data. (%William P, Cooley. 1962), In
addition to the multiple discriminant analysis, inter-correlation
among, the different variables and one way analysis of variance
will be computed. The data will be collected during mid 1972,

IV, REIATED REFERENCES

Vany studies rave heen conducted in the area of persistence
and motivational factors in adult education. Irwin R. Jahns
(1970, p. 215), writing in Adult Basic Education: The State of

the Art relates that “no efforts have been directed toward

\n



oring the social and economic benefits that accorue from

3

Rl
varticipat in Adult Basie Fducation.” 1In light of this
ztatement, 1t appears that research is needed in this arca.
Caplin (1069, pp. 13-1€), in a study of the relationchip
bWatween zelf concept and academic achievement found that.-a
nigher sel € concepl may coniribute to nigher nchievement and
higher achievemant ir turr may contribute to 2 nigher self
Trowbridye (1970; pp. 304-30€), condﬁcted a study cn the
effects of soclo-economic ¢class on self concept of children.
Wnile investipating the effectiiveness of a teacher trailning
pregram desisned to humanize the classroor some unexpected

ragsulte were found concerning the self concepts held by children

of different cocic~-econamic groups. Two hypotheses suggested

from this study ars: (1) the teacher with :igh zelf concept

R

r

nomehow trancfers this celf concept to his siudents ard (2) this
ransfer generates a fecling of greater selfl wérth in the students.

Crnitdren of low uocio-eonemic class, culturally disadvantaged
consistently had a more p sitive self conce gt than did children
of advantazed arens

Zrookovoer, Zrickson and Joirner {1967. pp. 392-4C0), fourd
a positive rg?ntiodship between sell ceoncept and academic
achievement,

V.o DIGTRIDUTION AND USE TO ZE YADE OF FINDINGS

The vropszr utilizaztion of the findings from this study will
te an add:d ztrons woint of the entire project. As mentioned

earlier 14 the yroject, no record wasg fourd of any formal study

O
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The oririnul intent of this research project was to
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Lo “u-t.‘:o Alaeriminan 1t analysis in analyzing the data.

Y

Howover, the resultant Tack of adequate number of subjects,
minimum of ten per o211 a5 required bty multiple discerimianat
tated the use of the analysis of variance and’
the chlesquare teut.

The population conzisted of the 72 adults who enrolled
and participated in the lLeneral IZducational Uevelopment Test in

I’y

Hizkran Adult Zasie ¥ducatlon Program, Columbia, Xissourl, since

9}

its inception in 17264, The sample consisted of the thirty-seven
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ingly participated in s study.
The purpoce of *hig study was an attempt tc answer the

on I of the proposal.
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Froblem 1
Is it possible to differentiate among groups of Adult
Basic Education students classified by success and sex on the
hasis of an objective measure of socio-economic status?
Table I
Summary of inalysis of Variance for Differences Between

Means for 3ocio-economic Status and Success

SOURCE OF DEGREES OF - SUK OF KEAN “Fe 0%

YARIANCE FREELON SQUARES  SQUARE  VALUE LINIT

Jetween 3 1008.435  366.145  5.663* 2.90

Within 23 1958.754  _£9.13%6 |
26 2967.189

#*Significant at the .05 level of confidence
The F ratio resulting from the analysis of variance was
5 663 which was statistically significant at the .05 level of
. confidence. Analysis of variance améng socio-economic status
and success is.shown in Table I. According to the data in
Table I, it would appear that those who are involved in Aault
3asic Education programs should be cognizant of the posgibility
that low soclo-economic status individuals have a statistically
significant tendency toward failure on the General Education
.Development Test.
Table II
Means'and_standard Deviations for

Socio-Economic Status and Success

TYPE OF SUBJECT NITAN STANDARD DEVIATION NUMBER
Fale Pass €L.500 6.360 8
Male Fail 52.500 4,152 &
Femals Pass 6£3.368 ‘ 7.2583 ’ 19
Female Fail 51.667 g.700 6

Grand 58,009 6.866 9.250




The data in Taktle Il disclose that the male pass mean of
£4.000 and the male il mean of 62.500 was only slightly
Freater than the female pass mean of 63,368 and female fail
mean of 51,667, respectively. The real significant difference

arpears to lie in tha mean-differences between success rather
than sex.
Fronlem IT

Is it possitle to differentiate among groups of Adult
3asic Education wtudnnts classified by succeus and sex on the
‘basis of objective measures of self concept?

Table 11T
Summary of fnalysis of Variance for Differences

Setween ieans for Lelf Criticism and Zuccess

SOURGE OF DEGREES OF  ZUN OF  EEAN  “F% 0%
VARIANCE - _FREZUOV CQUARES  ZQUARE VAIVE _LIMIT
Between .3 429.573 143.191 7.347 2.90
Within 29 64329 15.889

Total 13 1072.702

*5ignificant at the .09 level of confidence

The F ratio of 7.347 was staiistically significant.
‘Analysis of variance among the self criticism portion of the
total self concept and success is shown in Taﬁle III. Those
individuals with a nigh self criticism score would appear to
have a normal capacity for self criticism, and based on the
data as revealed in Table III, are successful in the G.E.D.
.Test Individuals with low scores have a tendency toward

defensiveness and failure on the G.5.J. Test.



Table IV

Veans and Ltarndard Jeviations for

L ~Held Criticism and Success
Type of C : . %tandard , e
subgsect 0 L Hean ~weviation o 'Number

s ky.ot2¢ . 3.951 8
1 ee.sc0 . o b.ssp b
ati 24,0348 : 1,391 : 19
ais ”1-3 1«'.',:? : },».3\)7‘ . - 6
Qranﬁ ' 24,790 - b, 072' 9,250
The sipnificant dl"fpre cn bvtwoen txﬂ‘meane of the"sub-vf"'
Socts who”p:xgnd and tho o who falled lo 1l‘uotratnd in Tablo IV.‘
S Twis indinatos thit a:p051tive se}f‘crltLCLSm attltude is a fac-
tor in acrlzviss asuecess on the U.R.T. Test,
Table V

Sumiorn o of ,“alys c'dfuaarxanc for Tifferences

nn Og

—~.,\4v->r-ﬂ oo

s N : .

CARTANCE VATU: M-J T -
- Between

| ToPeE27 2338275 1926 2.90
houlc.uca 1 12 Py

“within', .

7“90 32‘

P,

~Aﬂ;g-v ;ndlcatea that there 1s no sxgnlflcant

1

R T thn_knilv1duals *o 1t1v oore ard guccé05~f

_di ‘erbnc

th-kC,t H *\~L. Tho pos;tlve ocore 1ndlc teo n feellngpof

;g:spnal‘vn:u; wurth leCh is ref]ected in p051t1ve behav1or.

e
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wble Vi

vean and Standard Deviation

Tor togl tive Lcore and Juccess e
LY . . pOYC - s
‘ ;."" "1‘.1:‘\1)[’;-3./ . ' N
. ) IR TATION NUNTEEN
.- . P .
Cale sy n7.620 12.21487 8
vt Tt 12, 700 21,789 4
Mamile 4 aSE Yrn, w0 364,200 19
Tamale Maild Yoo, e 2l ,100 o 6
Nrand 7L 63 23.34 9.250

Tne analysie of the data in Tabdle VI revealed a lack of
sizmnificant evidence of o rzlationship tetween an individual's
?ec]inﬁ 0of walus and werth and success on the C.E.D. Test\
Table VIl

Summarcy of fnnlysis of Variances for Differences

ke < A SAanial Tald e
Tetwonn eans for Seoecial Telf and Zuccess

3,—3 t‘.‘.'!’.v [0 ¢ R " A

Mithin o033
G 219G.973

e lack of a zipnificant difference in Table VII reflects

«

trhn individuaite feolines of adequacy as it relates to success.

t:ERiC  
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N o SLAMDARZ o \‘
ORI A COETATION : UL
fiale Pasy o6 K77 "’m? 5
friile Fai? 60,780 o5l R L
Fepale FPast oo o184 1 G
Fomale Fail 7 630 T A
T eand 68.000 6. 37U G.250
Men Anud gbowe o Tavlan YID wad 111 polat out aconsis-
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ap bry B KL DL Tegt.
vatle 1(
Chi Lo Tor ::"I‘;iiil' in(:‘ :I:Jf’:."Svf;!:f::., and Cu l:é}omo:
Suctesy or Pallure on g LD oot i
Pass o FmiL ROTAL
: el | % N 12




Conclusions

Within the limitations of this study and in view of

the above anAalysis of the data, thre following conclusions
were warranted:

(1) The adults with high socio-economic status tend
to realize a greater degree of success in the
G.%.D. Test. ’

(2) Of the three facets of self concept only self
criticism showed a significant relationship to
success indicating that healthy openness and
capacity for self criticism were contributing
'elementé.

Recommendations
During the research for this study, certain problems and
questions were raised which appear to warrant further investi-
Ffation: Among these problems, the following seem to have
special significance: '

(1) A more detailed study of the various self concept

| factors in relationship to success in Adult Basig\
Zducation

(2) A study desifned to measure teachers® and adminig-
traters® awareness of the importance of socio-
ecoromic status and self concept in Adult Basic

Education students

13
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