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ABSTRACT

Data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics has been
summarized on labor force participation and unemployment rates in
1971, of women 16 years of age and over, in the various census
regions of the United States and in 10 large States and 20 large
Standard Metropolitan Statistical Areas (SMSA's); separate data also
have been summarized for women of minority races. Women 16 years of
age and over who were in the labor force in an average month in 197
represented 43 percent of all women of that age range in the
population and 38 percent of the total work force in the United
States. More than half of all women workers in 1971 were in the 10
large States for which data are given (California--3.2 million; New
York=-2.9 million) . Three SMSA's with more than a million women
workers were New York City, Los Angeles-Long Beach, and Chicago.
Proportionately more women of minority races than white women are
workers; about half of all minority women workers were in the South
in 1971. The unemployment rate for the country as a whole was 10.9
percent for minority women and 6.3 percent for white women; the gap
betveen the unemployment rates for minority and white women was
narrovest in the West and widest in the North Central States. (EA)
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Women Workers in Regional Areas and in Large
States and Metropolitan Areas, 1971

The attached tables summarize the data available from the Bureau
of Labor Statistics on labor force participation and unemployment
rates in 197¢, of women 16 years of age and. over, in the various
census regions of the United States and in 10 large States and 20 large
Standard Metropolitan Statistical Areas (SMSA's). Separate data are
available for women of minority races, except in one State and eight
SMSA's where less than 50,000 minority women were in the labor force,

The 32,09h,OOO women 16 years of age and over who were in the
labor force in an average month in 1971 represented 43 percent of all
women of that age range in the population and 38 percent of the total
work force in the United States (table 1). The proportion of women
in the total work force varied only slightly among the four major
regions of the United States, from a low of 38 percent in the North
Central region to a high of 39 percent in the South.

More than half of all women workers in 1971 were in the 10 large
States for which data are given. California and New York alone had
3.2 and 2,9 million women workers, respectively., The proportion of
women to the total work force in these 10 States ranged Zrom 36 percent
in Mi-higan to 40 percent in Massachusetts.

The 20 large SMSA'!s include three with more than a million women
. workers each--New York, 1.8 million; Los Angeles-Long Beach, 1.k
million; and Chicago, 1.2 million., The proportion of women to the
total work force ranged from a low of 34 percent in Pittsburgh to a
high of 42 percent in Washington, D.C.

About half of all minority women workers were in the South in
1971, Of the remainder, about three-fourths were in the Northeast and
North Central regions, in about equal proportions, and the other
one-fourth were in the West,

Proportionately more women of minority races than white women
are workers--labor force participation rates for the country as a whole
were 49 and U3 percent, respectively., Consequently, among minority
workers women represented a higher proportion of the total work force
than was true of white workers--liht percent and 37 percent, respectively.
The proportion of women among minority workers was somewhat lower in
the West (43 percent) and higher in the Northeast (45 percent).




Among the individual large States anu SMSA's for which data are
available, the highest proportions of women in the minority work
force were in the State of Florida (46 percent), and in the SMSA's
of Washington, D.C. (49 percent) and St. Louis and Houston (47 percent
each). Iowest proportions were in the State of Michigan and in the
Detroit and San Francisco-Oakland SMSA's (U4l percent each).

Unemployment rates in 1971 for women 16 years of age and over
varied considerably both by race and by geographical area. For the
country as a whole, the 10.9 percent rate for minority women was
much more severe than the 6,3 percent rate for white women (table 2).
The gap between the unemployment rates for minority and white wamen
was narrowest in the West at 10.5 and 8.7 percent, respectively. It
was widest in the North Central States, where the 13.6 percent rate
for minority women was more than double the 5.7 percent rate for white
women,

Among individual States and SMSA's, unemployment rates of 9
percent or more were experienced by white women in the State of
California (9.1 percent), and in Los Angeles-Long Beach (9.7 percent)
and Buffalo (9.0 percent ). Unemployment rates of 1h_percent\or more
were experienced by minority women in the States of Michigan (17.3
percent) and Ohio (15.6 percent), and in Detroit (16.6 percent),
Cleveland (16.5 percent), and Houston and Los Angeles-Iong Beach (14.7
percent each).
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