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As a department chai:man and as a nember of the‘Aésociation»
bf Departmenis and Admin;stratoré.in.Speech Communication,_l am
Nell aware‘thét thévage of costiaccounting by university administfaw
tors hanairivedo This reallty with“declining or stabilizing
enrollments ﬁeans that depavtments hust te sensitive to the numbers.
aame-wthat is; the number of academlb ma;ors served end the aatual

studenbofacul :y ratio ‘'in classéso One of ohe-many thlngs that has

-been done as a result of the above realﬁ*v ig that departments

have 1nvest1 ated the recruitnent of students in ways nét previoﬁsly

or fully developeds I plan o address nyself to cne éf.the waySs

/ B

“In’which 0y 4 field and individual-departments of Speech Communication

,r

can at@fact more declared majors and more students in courses.

. e
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- It is no secret that the legal profeualon has mushroomedo_ In

;factﬁ law is the IastestvgrOthd profess;on in the natlonu It 1is

eutlmqted tham today‘s 375,000 lawyevs will almost double by 1985,
Students taking the Law-School Aduission Tests have ‘increased. by

297 percent from 30,500 in 1963 to 121, 300 students in‘19?30" There

~are now mcre than 106,060 persons studying law whlch is said to

be thb lurrest “lnTJe nioup in postoraduate p“ofesszonal educationo
In 1973, for the first time in history, not a single unfilled geat

existed in theycountfyfs 157 ABA appireved law schocls. ‘Even at

- this moment the adm{ss)ons te law schools are‘;t an all time h1ghnm -

- estimated at approx1mauely 85,000 counpeting for ou]y 37 700

’ open.mgs,1

-

&
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wWith such a Uroblferd ing 1nuorest in the study of Jaw one cén

imagine what the interest in pfe-léw-activities ig and is likely to

<

‘be in the future. I firmly belleve ~that the time lq rlpe for the e

field of Spesch Communlcatlon'to actlvely attract a greater share
“’\ ~ . - v .

\-.

of the undervraduaté pre-law students. Our7appééls in recrultingj

—

should be qulchwy comnenced ﬂnd dl”ect}y related to the needs of

P , . ’

- this grcup‘of studenis. ‘ “u _ f - "
\Thué faro thé fields of ?ol{tical‘science, buéiness, English;

historJ, Qnd econom*cs have been nost promlnontly thought ‘of as :

approprlgte academie maaors for.nxeuLaw students. O; céurse, no.

approved fleld or fields exist for law 52 hool preparatlono: The

A°soa13110n of Amerlcan Dow Schools rcconm ds a rig orous and well«

@ ‘.

o

rounded educaﬁlon focusing on a vaflety of ; fﬁllnés including

oral and written ccmnunlcatlono, ‘ ' __-~ e 5-, ' S
Last yoar my denartment developed a modest PreuLaw Communlautlon

?rogramo We tried,vo sncw how our new program had the fLex1b111;y,

content; and riger to‘more'than‘adequately'prepare one for law

A«rda

.school. Alshough %he pre--Law Comnunic 01 Pfogr n was both new
and modest inﬂefxu“t L“pended and pUblaCle~ we ay e,pleased with
. n,
N ' . \ , - BN | . )
* the results and fuiure ﬁyospect Twenty. perbeno of our majors ar

D

nOW‘in this program. To bc falir, I rnust admi+t thas our départﬁentx
only attrucied abbut 12'per¢eniuin new majers, vhile the-remaiﬁingd
8 percent come imvﬁ?nmjoxs éwitchinn Trom ancther;départnental i
‘prppram to the Pre=Law CQPmlHlCSuLOﬂ Phbgrams Néxt yehr'wé de net,
plén To be aé modest in cur efforts to atiract noxe studcnie into

- ’
our new program. We are confident that.-our efforts will ccntinue

rn vield impressive resultss ¥ ‘ N

@

[RJ(: . ' ﬁ, SR % S C
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'fAnothef deéirable bernefit of the pre#lad emphasis is that the

-

type of student attractednhas been for‘the most part of high academic
quélityn' I.feel qtﬂongly that any recruiting proram-in our flOlL

should focus on ontaining the good acadenic student, rather than

\

juét more students. Still another Benefit of our depaftmcnt°s

efforts is that the percentape of pre-law studnnts from other
> /
majors taking nixe or more berlts (three cour,eu) in our departmen?

hag substantially increzsed.

v . : III ¢

The past and potentlial future success in deVeloping a Pre=Low

Commzn1ca tion emphasia is probably depnndeni on a sustained campa;gn

within our field. Our department-at D;ake University has been

developing such a sﬁstained campaiéﬁ;but éo far it has focused

;nﬁmafily on,sfddentsaalreédy at tre univérsityo There,is a;need

1o go outside the uni verSLtv to atirac area cbllege,t?ansfeg,and
.gh schoo, huudentso The recruiting task oﬁtside tﬁe univefsity

would be easiey if more departments developed campaigns <o shoﬁ

v

how approprinte the field. of speech communication is for law school’

m@parationi i am aware that the number of departmenté now

~

offerlng lega1 oommun:éa icn eourses is lndeed rncrea31no, €egos

* [N

[ake Forest University, tne University of Delaware, Macalester

Collesge, L“yOld Univers.my, the" Univorsity of Utah, and Drake

University . ‘ ;
. . At“hﬁﬂ tim 1 woul.d ll&e to oxplain the na1u~e of the sus-

P

tainnd PreuLaw uampa an that our departm9n1 has and plans to

‘

Jimplement at Drake University. °



"tc law and other gspects of Life. .

. ments (Engkish, psquology, and American nféﬁqry); uq\Qredité of a

. a Few Iaw studentsg.

L

Inage: dur-fifét task has y@éh‘turcommuniéate better cur philosophy
of what we doand do no{ dotih\the department. We ha#é had to re-
iéhépe‘thinkhng that s;eeah Communicaiion was platform épeaking and
‘forensics period. We have tried to convey QUr‘broader eclectic

approach to human behaviey and communication theory as it relates
£
Academigc Program: The curriculum for the Pre-Law Communication
major is flexible %o the needs of the gtudent and is planned with
. N . M . Y. L . .
the student and his major advisor. The program includes approxi-

mately 26.credits of communication courses; 15 credits of reguire-

carre%ated complement for law scheol-=developed by the advisor‘and

the advisee {e.g., accounting, ecqnomics,'political science,

.’

rociology, and English);/9~18 credits of an introduction to legal
suﬁj?cts.(undergraduate coursesiueogo,”conétitutional Law, adminise
tratéve'law, and_busiﬁess law)s and 1520 éredi{s fon g;écﬁivesp?

We have developed and taught two courses speqifically oriehtated
towaxd communicatioh‘and lawe-3 bégihning communication course for |

Pra~Law stndents and a more advanced course called Judigial

3

‘Communication Theory. In addition, we have-a core of other courses

which include specific uniis on aspects which relate directly %o

legal sitwations: small gyoup’cummunication-(juries and group

“pressuye ), qgasbning in voemmunication, pprsuagion, parliamentary

. . . ! :
procedurs, and c¢lassical rheteric. These courses attrsct a subm

gtantial number of non-majors,who are interested in law Jnecluding

v

:
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The beginning speech communicztion course for pre-law studenté
is a surﬁey.course blending interpersonal cersvinicztion and publié
‘gpeaking as they apply 4o law. Algo included are‘uhits'Bn intere
v}éwing astit<applias €0 clients erid witnesses and nonverbal come

‘munication in 2hs courtroom.

u iéi;l‘g imggiggtion Thoory Coursg:v'This course was taughi during
the Fall (1973) semester and included five pavrts: thecry, observa-’
tion ahd'ﬁnalyéiss £pplication, guest’ieétures, and rescarch papers.
‘The thépry lectures covered a variety of topics. No a;féﬁpt was
made To teach law perse,or courtroon forensicso The'togics focused

R oﬁ\écmmuniCaﬁién'skills and researcir as related te interviewing of
élientﬂf sxéiination pf'witnesses and juvors, an& negotiation; on
éommunication:thecryg evZo, the sustained communication campaign
ir the prewtrial.progéss, during the 4rial; and after the irialy
and en the cémmwnication issues in the law, e.gos undersxandable 
Jury instructions, writizn or &ral jury iné%ructictsp uhanimw&s or
less <han qhanimous jury decisions, six or twelve member juries,
symﬁbliciconduct and the Flrst Amendment guafantees, and thz
judg9%§ funation as airegulator of_éobmunicationc

Y . M .
The obsecvption and analysi

‘pextion of the course included

.G

selecred-vinits, repcrits, anG-anslyses of the Towa Supreme Courst,
federal court; Folk'County District Court, municipsl court, Droke
Univeirsity Law School Moot Courxtd, and video tapes of zimulated jury

) - . N .
deliberations. The students were azked to apply whet fhey hazd

¢ v
.

learned as jursrs in the mock trizls, as.uwibtnesses in the mock
. P v

i

o . trials, in ¢ivil negotidsion exercises, zad in other limited rcle
Q : o ' o ; ,
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playing situatiunz. Guest lecturers wérn alse invited to share
thelir knbwled%u: iucc, a law schpcl Dean, a‘law sanaol prafeusor,
an éttorﬁey, an assistant attofngg généralg and a trial judgéo
Studeﬁ%svalSo urose two rasearch éaperé'on som@ communication
aspect of: the law, é,gr; vitnzss credibility, fﬁbcfions of opening
and cloSinglarguments, vse of oﬁjectionsp and'symboLic conducys |
and.freeddn oi speecie |

© Study_Tours  In February of tﬁis year thé depar@mént sponsored 2

)

o

study teuy to Vaghingtoen, D.C. for six daye to observe and
analyze the oral arguments befoce the United §tates"8upreme Lourt
/

and to analyre the commitiee work of Congressional. committees.

Y

Forty~-six gtudents. west of whom were pre-~law, went on the Tour.
They rrepaved prior to leaving on the trip by reading selectex
'fﬁrticles about the'Supreﬁe Courts by r2ading the brieds of the
cases whiéh would bde heafdg and by participsting im a conferancs
telephone inteyview with a deputy clerk, of the courtol Whi;e we
vwefe'in Washington; D.Cc they analyééd~%he oral. arguments hefors

\
Douglas and a numbeyr of Senatnrs and Representatives: Thae atudy

the ecourt and interviewed clerks, judicial fellows, Justice

Zour was considered an cutstanding success and helaed t3 providz

more insight imto {he 7ole of commurication in Law.

PR

-~
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" Our future sustained Pre-Law campaign will iﬁqlude the areas

covered in TII above, as wlll as the follgwving: .

Judicial Tntern Program: Tho Judicial Intern Pzqu is sponoored

hy the office nf the Adminis;ratlvwvhvsistant to ithae hlef Justlca

of the United ctates. The program offers an OppO‘ilnlty fer hlghly

~ ]

Yatented studenis (qraduate or undergzaduate) in law, nmnagement; v
\ ' -

and the social geiences to gain an appreciation for the corplexities

*

of judicial acministration and at the same time to contribute to the
data gathering: research, and planning carried oul by the judicia

administrative affice of the Chief Justice. Those solectpd "for

. u o~

.1hLS prcqram musL be able Lo llVe in Wash Lngton, D.Co during their

internship.
a ‘

These internships are aveilable on a_*ompeL~V1vp ba31 (oye
appllCJDt per schocl) for the Fall, sprlng, and summer tepnso The
interns receive wo pay. The Spezch Communication pepartment will
adninister the intern auplicatibns for Drak2 Unitersity and will
offer a semecs ter°° c:edlt {16 hours) to ithose students fortunate

cnough bo be selected for “the internshipo

We also are current?y attemptlng to develop a limited judicial

3 Inipfn r;ogxam wah the Iowa gvp ame Courts -One or two credit hours

E

will bz available for this locak ;nte;nshipa :

Sirce the Spe8ch Communicaltion Deparimemt will administer the

judici=l intern programs, we willi be in concact with some of the

most talented Drake students who are interested in law. We have

i

found $rom oxperience that. once the students have been exposed to

O

RIC S,
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" the opportunities that the Pre~law Communication grogram offers .in
the Speech Communication Departmenﬁ,‘bne in tzn chocses to switch
his academic mgjor to our department and epprecximately 40% minor

in speech Communication.

Legal Communication Event: Next year our departmeit wiil include
two legal communication events in the Drake University High_Schm01/7
Invitational Forensic Touxrnament', TheSe events will Pa as folicus:

AN
g

The  Supreme Court Argumentssi Oral argumente for or against a

case éeveloped’frﬁm written briefs pro?ideébeach side. Each éidé'
c., will havé 30-miﬁutés to argue its casepéincluding anéwering Qqu“
\ti6nsvfrom a ranel of three judgesa Juéges for the~initia1’rpund§
will be selected fxem seni%r'laﬁ‘$tud§ptsalwhile xhe finak and éemi-
finzl roundé will usa ju&ggs who are iaﬁ préfessorsp_attornéys, ?nd

’trial judges°~' /

The ﬁeéctiation'?ournamente Plaintiee and defendant sides will:

PRENRY

-

..  hnegbiizte a settlementlinoa_civil,cése from a detailed:sGt of'factsg ,
.stipulations, etc., but each side wili have 3n additional set of con=
fidential antéfaﬁd éonditicns vhigh'mayiaffect the outcome of tiie
seitiement if the othef side knew the informaticn., Each case vil&
~bg a plaintiff’s casz in that some setilemznt wili’be made; but_the
crucial issue is Liow much woney is 2 satis§actory settlematite A |
settlement must be reached within a specified time limit (e.g. 105
minutogs) 09 2lse both sldes are disqualifie&-for-fﬁture rourds. Eﬁef‘

sldes with the highest plaintiff‘pwards and the sides with the lowest

" defendant awards will be power matcheds 7Two Winners will émerge)




the side wikh tha’t?p plaiﬁtiff award and the side,with’?he nsst
successful defendant (lowest plaintiff'awérd};

Perhapg tha American ro*ensic Assacxaficn can be parsuaded o
deVelcp an<l sponsor ouch legal COmmuntcatlon evencs in erdor to pro~
mote the field amOﬂq the p:Oliforat:nq numbers interested in lawo
My depaftment is more likely to be suCﬁessqu in its sustalrcd pfe-
law campaign if naticnal leadership exists to encourage znd imple~
ment'prealaw p}ag:ams in’many Spéech Ccmnunication“Departments éﬁd
in our regibnhl énd national communication asseclations. We may 5&
abie»tq pattern . natiohal contess n oral Supreme_Coért argunient s

or negotiationg.aftervthe fOrmat'uséd in the National’Disénés@on

Contest. : .

gggggmggﬁgﬁggﬂ§qggg§s Gy deﬁartment has and will expand its guest
scholarAvisits'té empnasize cemmunication and‘lawsat Dralke Univéxéity;
it is‘important,ta gtress that we do not have:ta.aiways caill upon
trained lauyers and i RGeS with J. Dy degrees to be our gueshso The -
communicaticn field has many hlghly qualeled experts in communicaou
tion and 1aw; For example, my department has invited Riuhard Pleke,‘
Chairm%n cf the Ccmnunlcation Departmenc, Universxty of Utah, <o make
two prgsentationsvtb our students next . monuh on legal communiuatvnm
ﬁOpiésoz otners in ovr field who' could sarve as excellent resouxce
pecpie to buiid the pre~law emphasis include tnos; on th*o mrn&ranm"
Professors Anapo;glKanb, and Hayes, but § ©an alse inCl“dO Wo SCOLT
Nobleé (?acazester Collegaly Joan Kesslev (Lavo“a Unive:uicy)p Charlzs

" Pucker (Morthern ILw ia Unxvervqk"), GeLald Millerx (Mlcn‘gan ckate

University), Robert Watson {Chio gtate University law &o hOOl)o and

EKC
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Charles D, Smiih CSyracuse vaiversity). -A number of expariskalso""
‘exist in other d*sciplineq such as sociclogy, rnthYGFOLOQYp cﬂd

-pvychology vwho eould be callhd upon as guest lecturerso

Brochqgg; in aur deparument, wve are rurrent’v w;zi:ng a brochure
which describeg our Pre-law Communication Program. We anticﬁpato
;thatlthis brochﬁxe will ke helpful to our Uniﬁersity.recruiﬁerg and"
in our éontacts with,high school studéntse . |

Preulwv COTNHHICat{OW wvrkthUx My department also plans to expafiJV

ment with summex PrawLaw wornsnaps vrimazily tﬁr h}gh echool jvniora
.. . \ "
" and seniors. Perhaps this sume ldea-might,be desxrabla for vnivez-

':Sity“étudentso. These vworksHups may be?hélpfﬁl vecrwlting Sstibhs

or quality students ihierestéd in our Pre~Law Communication P_r.;c)m~
grame i ' — ’ = | ‘

| Again, T goﬁtend that the time ig ripe<for ﬁhe}fi&id bf Speecﬁ 

COmmunicﬁtion to activeay work #i ‘h theese interested in pursaing la&
as a p%GfESSiano wa wiil re renefits by developing®creastive ard
praCx5~a1 programs in our inleLdua? academic departments and V
through the regyonal and_nanlon;1 commuhxcation as sociatzons provld-
ing'leadérship by encouraging pre-taw and law.pfoéraﬁso The timo is
.right fof us Lo make Speech PommouCAiicﬂ promrnent)y “hought of as

I3

an excellent academtc ma,or fer those pursaing lawo

~
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1. ™“America’s Lawyerss A sick Profession?® U.S. Naws and Worid
- Repoxt. 76 {(rMarch 25, 1974), pp. 23-28, ‘
2. Professor Ri.e)és will speak Anxil 3, 1974, His presentations
. -are entitled: “ulements of the Trial: A femmunication View®
and “An Audience Centeted Theory of Argumenta¥ion and Law™.
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