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1.

COURSE TITLE: THE RUSSIAN NOVIU

COURGE DESCRIVTION:  Primarily o comparison and
contrast of the novels of Tolstoy and
Dostoevski, through eyamination ol such works
as War and Peace, Anna Karenina, fotes from the
Underqround, Crime and Pun1shm0nu, and lhp
Brothers Karamazoyv.

PEPFORMANCE OBJECTIVES

A.

Presented with the aeneral facets of nineteenth centur.
Russian culture and history, students will apply this
knowledge to a variety of Russian short stories.

Given novels by Dostoevski and Tolstoy to read, stu-
dents will analyze them to note elements of similarity
and difference.

Presented with a variety of works by other Russian:
students will contrast each with the works of Dostoevski
and Tolstey that they have studied.

COURSE CONTENT

Rationale

The Russian novels, particularly those «* Tﬁ?stqy and
Dostoevski, have long been recognized as pirt of the
mainstream of world literature. War and Pecce, Anna
Karenina, Crime and Punishment and The Brothers —
Karamazov belong to the same order of " Titerary cxcel-
Tence and cultural importance as Moby Dizk, Madan
Bovary, Vanity Fair, and other mosterpieces of world

Titerature.

This course, concentrating on the twn giants of tne
Russian novel, Leo Tclstoy and Fyedor Dostoevski, will
give students the opportunity to become famiiior with
their major works. They will examine those works a5
artistic creations: oriqginal construction. n! plot.
characterization, theme, and symbnl. In adaiteon, they
will be enabled to see them as crystallizatjons of the
moral, relininus, and pniitieal life nof ninete:nth
century Russia, phenomena which may be profitebly <oue-
pared and contrasted with some impr rtant contemporiy
events.
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As in all depth studies of litcrature, it is intended
that the student emerge from the course more aware of
the variety, complexity, and sheer wonder of beina
human.

B. Range of subject matter

1. Historical, cultural, contemporary backaround
material

2. Literary qualities applicable to fiction
3. Dostoevski and Tolstoy as representative novelists

4. ODverview of other Russian authours

ITT. TEACHING STRATEGIES

A. Presented with the ceneral fecets of nineteenth o neury
Pussian culture and history, students will apply 'his
knowledne to a variety of Runsiam short stories.

1. Have the class discuss their mmpressions of Pussia
and the Russian people.

2. Give students, after they have shared their cwn
views of Russians, a ditteed copy of a number of
Russian proverbs. Discuss the denotative and the
connotative meanina of each. Vhat additional
information about the nature of the Russian people
do these proverbs present?

a. A woman has more tricks than a house has
bricks.

b. A woman laughs when sho can, but cries whencver
she wishes.

¢. Jealousy and lLove are sisters.

d. Cabbage soup thick, 2 wife qood and merv --
what else need any man seek?

e. Fortune and Misfortune are nest-door reianirs.

f. A pocketful of luck is better than a sackful of
wisdom,

g. There'll be a holiday up our alley, tun, tome-
day. ‘
-2-




vi.

Only a hammer of aold can open a door of iron.
When money speaks, Truth keeps its mouth shut,.

The bear darices, but the Gypéy bear-leader takes
the money.

Keep a thing seven years and it's bound to come
in handy.

The seller needs but one eye; the buyer, a
thousand.

Fools you never reap nor sow -- iust ot them-
selves they always qrow.

An empty sack won't stand up.

When the head is thick, il's the feet that
suffer.

There's no wise answer to & fool's question.

You can't buy wisdcm abroad if there's nnne at
home.

He went to clip the sheep and came hore without
his coat.

He noes fishing for stars shining on witer --
with a sieve. :

If all fools wore white caps, we'd Took like =
flock of sheep.

The Russian is clever but alwavs tor late.

The German may be a aood fellow, but it's
hetter to hana him.

If you're a rooster, crow; if vou're a hen, iay
eqqs.

The ravens don't peck one another’s eyes rut.
Lie down vtith doos and you'll net up virik tlcas.

A father's blessing won't sink in water nor will
ire burn it.



aa. He who adds but a straw to the widnw's
thatch pleases Lo,

bh. A spoondul of tar is enouah Lo wpoil o
cask nt honey.

cc. The bashful beanar aoes hundry.

dd. A qocod reputation stands sti111; a bad
one runs.

ee. A good friend is better than a LhauSand
relatives. :

ff. A thousand friends are all too few: nne
enerly is one too many.

ag. A new friend is an nncracked nut.

hh. Measure your cloth ten times--you can
cut it but once.

ii. The elbow is near, hut try *o bite it.
ij. “hen you die, even A arave is comfortable.

kk. N man can bear ony burden, provided it's
on somebody ei-e's shoulders.

11. A man can aet used to anythina hut
hanqina.

rmm, The official picks up his pen -- the
peasant starts prayina, and birds fall
from the sky.

nr..  Aae and youth know not the same truth.

00. No man can die two deaths, and no an
can escape gne.

pp. The areatest Czar must be put to bed
with a shovel at last.

aa. If God is with you, you €an cross the
acean: if He isn't. dnn't cross your
threchold.

rr. Pray to Gnd, hut been rowing toward
shore.




ss. If you have a hundred rubles, the law
is on your side.

tt. It's only the ponr thieves that aet
hanqged.

wu. No man is a thief till he's caught.

vv. Better to beq than steal, but better to
work than beo.

3. Have students cornctruct a time line on bu‘cher's
paper of major events in Russia's hictoric:i pac!.
Teachers might wish students to ferret out these
for themselves or they might present students with
a jumbled 1ist and have them,after investication,
put the events in chronological order. 0Once these
are arranged, have each student select one for in-
depth research. Reports might be accompanied by
pictures projected on an opaque, music, Or an an-
propriate filmstrip. Students might compare and
cantrast the results of their investination with
their own preconceptions. Some major events to
include are:

a. Became known officially as the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics (U1.5.5.R.)--1922

b. Colonies established along the Black See by
Greek adventurers -- 7th century B.C.

c. Tatar (Tarter) invasion destroyed Kiev and
caused population center to shift to Moscow.

d. HMNovaorod and Viev, centers of civilization --
9th century A.D.

e. Prince Ivan 111 stopped payment of trivute to
the Tatars and unified the principalitios --
1480

f. Invaded by Barbarians: Goths, Huns, XKhazars,
Slavs -- 3rd century A.D.

2

Serfs' revolt -- 18th century

h. . Duke VYladimir 1 of Kiev made Greek Orthodox
Christianity the state relinion -- 988 A.D.

i. Ivan IV("the Terrible") took title of Tsar
(Caesar) and subjugated nobies who, in turn,
ultimately made serfs of the peasants.

o . ‘ ’ _5_




aa.
bb.

cc.

dd.

South Slavonic alphabet invented by Cyril --
855 A.D.

Catherine 11 ("the Great") continued expansion
policies of Flizabeth and Peter - 1762.

Michael Romanov made Tsar -- 16135,
Napoleon defeated -- 1812.

Decembrist liberal revolt -- 1825 -- and Pnligh
revolts -~ 1830 and 1863

Peter 1 ("the Great") -- 1689-1725 -- imported
llestern civilization.

Alexander 1I emancipated serfs -- 1861.
Russo-Japanese blar -- 1904-1408

Maska sold to the U.5. -- 1867.
Oppressive rule of Licholas § -- 1629-inbh

Bolshevit revolution and overth-ow of Niihcla.
II, last Russian Tsar

Nihilists' (The Perples' Will) ascassination
of Alexander 11 -- 1381

Part in Yorld Var I

Revolution of 1905

Consequences of Rasputin's murder -- 1916
Stalin's first Five Year Plan -- 1928

Activities of Lenin and Trotsky during 1920-
22 ‘

Stalin's political puene -- 1935-39

Germany invaded Russia -- 1047,

Staiin challenaed Trotsky's leagershin (1274)
and succeeded in having him expelled from the

Party -- 1927.

Russia's role in Norld var 11
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ee. Crimean Mar -- 1854-56

ff. First RusSian Numa -- 1906

qa. Georqi Malkov becomes Premier -- 1953
hh. Khrushchev's attack orn Stalin -- 956
ii. The Cold Har

Jj. Khrushchev's meetirniy with Western powers At
Geneva -- 1955

kk. Russians jaunch world's first satellite -- 1857,

11. Peland and Hungary revolt -- 1956.

cw. Fluctuations of Russis foreiqn policy in

the 1960's
nn. Contemporary political activities

Assign students in-depth reports on individual
sovereigns or form students into three arouns to
research the reigning houses: kurik, Romanoff,
and Romanoff-Holstein. Students who have seen
Micholas and Alexandra might prepare a special
report on it.

Have the class view and discuss films on Russian
geography, history, and culture such as:

a. Khrushchev and Berlin, Pts. 1 & 2 (1-31495, 97)

b. Lenin and Trotsky (1-31465)

c. Rise of Khrushchev, The, Pts. 1 & 2 (1-31493,
501)

d. Screen News Digest, vol 10, Tssue 4 (1-1327%)

e. Soviet Russi@;--ﬁk@fxRﬁzglyidsuljxaiﬁﬁixﬁ
(1-13326)

f. Stalin, Joseph V. (1-31574,

[P ]

U.S.S.R.: Family of Tashkent (Life on a
Collective Farm) (1-13359)

h. U.S.S5.R.: Pionecr Family of Bratsk (/A Siberian
City Is Born) (1-13355)
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i. U.S.S.R.: Geography and Froples (Many Faces
of a vast Land) (1-13357)

i. Iron Curtain Lands (1-12590)

k. Moscow and leningrad (1-01594)

1. Peoples of the Soviet Union (1-41164)
m.  Russia (1-31059)

n. Russian Gymnastic Charpions in the U.S.A.
=1778)

0. Russian Life Today {!nside the Seviet Union)
(1-12593)

p. Russian Revolution, The (1-05197)

q. Screen News Digest, Vol. &, Issue 5 (1-12676)

r. Screen News Digest, Vol. 5, Issue 1 (1-12682)

s. Screen Mews Digest, Vocl. 5. Issue 2 (7-12683)

PRy

t. Screen lews Digest, Vol. 5, Issue 4 (1-12€85)
u. Screen Mews Digest, Vol. Al Issuc 1 (1-12692)

6. Invite Russian-born residents of the comnunity
representing different religious and sociei hack-
arounds to share their reomories of Pussia with
students and answer questions from personal ex-
perience.

7. Have students or others who have visited kussia
qive a traveloaue, prefrerabiy accompanicd by
pictures. They miaght also uive their impressinns
of Russian society today.

8. Show students slides of pictures from books and
magazines of art objects, masterpieces of painting,
sculpture, and architecture.

a. Carl fFaberge
b. The Hermitaqe

c. Imperial or Winter Palace
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d. House of Peter the Great

e. CLathedral of Sts. Peter and Paul
f. The Kazan Cathedral

a. The Kremlin

h. The (bell) Tower of Ivan Valiky
i. Romanoff Palace

J. Ernst Neizvestny

k. Bolshoi Theater (Moscow)

1. TIcons

9. Have students listen to Russian rusic and watch
ballet performances. :

a. Borodin: Nocturne  for Strings"
b. Moussorasky, Modest:
(1) "Pictures at an Exhibition"
(2) "Boris Godunov"
c. Prokofiev, Sernei:
(1) "Scythian Suite"
(2) "Peter and the Yolf"
(3) "The Love for Three Oranaes”
(4)."Classical Symphony™
d. Rachmaninoff, Sergef:
(1) "Prelude in C# Minor"
(2) "Piano Concerto, Ho. 2”
(3) “Symphony #1 in D Minor®
e. Rimsky-Korsakov, Niknlai:

(1) "Scheherazade"
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(2) "The: T'Tight of the Bumble Ree®
(3) "N Song ol India”
(4) “Capriccin Espaqnol”
f. Shostakovich, Dimitri:
(1) "The Mose"
(2) "Lady Macbeth of Mtsensk District"
(3)

"Fifth Symphony"

(4) ”Seventh Symphony"

(5) "From Jewish Folk Poetry"

(6) Score for film verzion of lamlet
(7) "First Violin Concertio”

(8) "Second Violin Concertn"

1. Stravinsky, Iqor:

(1) "“The Tire Bird”

(2) "Petrouchka™
3) "The Rite of Sprina”
4) "The Rake'; Progress
(5) "Symphony of Psalms"

) "Le Sacre"

V

(6

(7) "Les MNoces"
(8) "Oedipus Rex"

(9) "Orpheus"

h.i Tchaikovsky, Peter:

(1) "Pathetique Synphony

(2) "Romeoc and Juliet”

(10)




10.

i.

3) "Symphony No. 5"
"Piano Concerto tio. 1"

"Nutcracker Suite”

(

(4)

(5)

(6) "Andante Cantabilc”
(7) "Swan Lake"

(8) "Sleepinn Beauty"
(9) "1812 Overture"

Performances by Anna Paviova, Vaslav MijJinchy

Encourage students to watch any TV news or special
profarams an Pussia.

Assign students to investigate the lives of one
or more nNrominent Russians:

a.

b.

1.

m.

Leonid Brezhnev -- government official
Nikita Khrushchév -- novernment official
Alexei Knsyain -- qovernment official
Mikhail Suslov -- novernment official
Georqi Zhukow -- military leader

Andrei Gromyko -- foreian service

Dimitri Ustinov - econonist

Pyotr Kapitsa -- physicist

Lev Landau -- scientist

Dimitri Blokhintsev -- nphysicist, enginee
Ilya Ehrenbura -~ journalist

Sergei Gersairov -- film director

Yevgeny Yevtushenko - noet

Students miqght present the results of their in-
vestigations via a first norson autobiographical

sketch, a mock interviev, an "1 remember

i
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i2.

13.

by a fictitious friend or family member. The
book Soviet Leaders would prove helpful.

Have students suqqest five to seven fictitious

age groupings and/or occupations fer Soviet in-
dividuals:

a. Child of elementary school age

b. Student at a university

c. Student at a technical or labor schunl

d. Housewife

e. Party official

f. Farmer

q. Factory worker

Divide students into aroups and have them select
one of these. After research into all areas which
would affect the daily life of the individual. stu-

dents might present "A Day in the Life of _ "
via slides, skit, or film.

Encouraqe studenti< tn become familiar wilh sorme
of the major physical ond geographica] features of
Pussia:

a. Ukraine

b. Crimea

c. Siberia

d. Raltic Sea

e. Ural Mountains

f. Caucasus Mountains

g. Dardanelles

h. Black Sea

i. Volga River

j. Steppe
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k. Kiev
1. Leninqrad
m. Moscow
n. 0Odessa
0. Vladivostok

14. Refer students to an encyclopedia which gives a
brief overview of the Russian alphabet, its Roman
equivalents and their sounds in English. UHork with
a few Russian names to qive ~tudents practice and
confidence in pronouncinn then for themselve-.

15. Assign students a variety of short stories by
Russian authors:

a. Aleichem, Sholom:

"Tevye Wins a Fartune." Russian and
Eastern European Literature.

b. Averchenko, Arcadii:

"The Young Man Who ! lew Pasf." Pussian
and Eastern Furopean Literature.

c. Babel, Isaac:

“In the Basement." Russian and Eastern
European Literature.

d. Chekhov, Anton:
"The Darling.” Man in | iierature.

"The Bet." Insight: _fxperience nf
Literature.

"The Steppe"
“The Horse‘Stea1ers“‘
"The Privy Councilor"
"Ward tlo. 6"

"The Teacher of Lj‘erature"

-13-




"The Lady with the Doqg"
“The Party”
llMy L.‘i feu

“A Slander." Adventures in Appreciation. "The

Slanderer," in Adventures in tlorld Literature and
Patterns of Literature: The Short Story.

e. Dostoevski, Fyodor:

"A Christmas Tree and a Wedding." Russian
and Lastern European Litcrature.

"The Peasant Marey." Palticrns of Literature:
he Short Story.

"An Honest Thief." Patterns of Literature:
The Short Story.

f. Goaol, Nicholas:
"The Overcoat"
“"Ivan Ivanovich"
"The Terrible Yennean:e"
"Taras Bulba"
"The Portrait"
"The Momoirs of o ﬂadman“
"The Hose"
g. Pushkin, Alexandr:

“The Shot." Russian and Eastern Furonean.
Literature.

“The Queen of Spades"

=

Sholokhov, Mikhail:

"The Fate of a Man.' Pussian and Eastern
European Literature.

-14-




1. Solzhenituyn, Alexander:

Luropean Litcrature.
j.- Tolstoy, Leo:

"Where Love Is, God Is." Russian and
Eastern European Literature.

"How Mucn Land Dues a Man Heed?"
Adventures in ltorld Literature and Patterns
of Literature: The Short Story.

"A Prisoner in the Caucasus." Man in
Literature: Tha Short Story.

"A Conversation amonqg Wealthy People.”
Literature of the World.

k. Turgenev, Ivan:

"A Desperate Character." Russian and

Eastern Furopean Literature.

"Biryuk." Insight: Experience of
Literature.

Have students apply the traditional tools for
arialyzing short stories to those they read. In
addition, give students suggestions such as the
following and have them expand the Tist as thev
read. Ask students to note references to thess as
they read. Ultimately, have students make state-
ments of themes which reveal the author's atti-
tude(s) toward one or more of these concerns.

a. Provincial versus urhban life

b. Landowner versus peasant 1ifs (master-serf
relationship)

c. Attitudes toward mar

d. Attitudes toward nature, God
e. PRedemptive value of suffering
f. Officialdom

a. Hope vs. despair
-15-




h.

(%3]
®

W,

[Tlusory nature of promises
Freedon

Individual right.,

The aesthetic

Co-existence of morality and brutality

Human worth and dianity

Weaknesses, foibles, and follies of man

Lack of communication and underslandinig among
people

Superstition
Sentimentality and humanitarianism
Individual isolation

The strong and the weak: the insensitive vs.
the sensitive

Indictinent of inhumanity
AtLitude toward Mother Russia, Lhre homeland
Institutions and conventional traditions

Dehumanization of man

-16-



B. Given novels by Dostoevski and Tolstoy to read. students
will analyze them to note elements of similarity and
difference.

1. Permit students 20-30 minutes to form small qroups
to discuss a variety of novels they have read in the
past. Ask them, at the conclusion of their discus-
sion, to compile a list of characteristics pertain-
ing to the novel. As ecach qroup presentr its con-
clusions, have someone note them on the board or on
an acetate. Add any elements students omit.

2. Show students available fiims portraying scenes
from Pussian fiction. Apprise them of any current
films about Russia, Russians, and/or their literature
oan TV or in local theatres.

a. 1-31799, 801 Cherry Orchard, The: Chekhov
Innovator of Modern Drama, Pts., 1 & 2

b. 1-31491, 93 Russians, The: Insights through
Literature, Pts. 1 & 2 (Includes "The Nvercoat,"
"The Cherry Orchard," "Dr. Zhivago," "The
Brothers Karamazov," "Fethers and Sons')

3. five students several of the special characterialics
of Russian novels, Have them identify others as
they read and locatr examples of those given to them.
a. Concerned with matters having a panoramic scCape
b. Paced slowly

c. Permeated by somber, heavy, burdensome atins-
phere

d. Use multitude cf characters, many of whom have
several names

e. Fluctuate between the oppressive and the iight
f. Evidence deep psycholngical percention

a. Considerable detail juxtapnsed acainst sprawling
time periods ;

h. 0Overall rationale for existence of novels: o
socially and culturally alive Pussia

-17-




4. Have students read mne or more of Tolstoy's
works.

a. Give students a 1ist of facts pertaining to
Tolstoy. Have them add others. As thev read
his works, have them look for references to
these.

(1) Born of nobility
(2) Orphaned at an early ane

(3) Studied Taw and Oriental Tanquane: ot
University of Kazan

(4) Enlisted in the armv

(5) Opened a schoni after studying educativnal
methods in Enuland, Switzerland, Sermeny,
and Italy

(6) Married Sophya Behrs who assistcd hir in
his literary efforts by hand copying his
manuscripts (Copied War and Teara sev:n
times)

(7) Had thirteen children

(8) Denounced Pussian Nrthodes Church

(9) Adhered to Thristian ethics

(10) Estranged from wife who was unable to ancent
his new views

(11} Determined to become a recluse

b. Show students, with the use cf travel bn- b=,
something of the urban society of Mrscow and
Petersburg and the surroundina countryside.

c. Invite a history teacher to lecture on
Napoleon's invasion of Russia in 1812. Hav:
students use notes from this as a basis for
further study of the conflict in War and Peace.

-18-
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q.

Present students with a few symbols: the ity
the country, Platon farataev, music, the tak
tree, the wolf bhunt.  Avk them to discuss thre
significance of each and te ‘eep o list of
others as they read.

Have students present one of the prominent char-

acters in Har and Peace -- Pierre Rezhukov,
Andrew Rolknoski, Prjnce Andrew, Princess Mary,
Natasha, Helene, Denisov -- in one of the fol-

Towing ways:

(1) Dramatic monologue

{2) Docudrama

(3) skit

(4) Interviewee on @ TV program

(5) Series of letters to o friend

(6) Mini-autobiography

(7) Collection of memoirs

Ask students to propose acditional stories suq-

aested by the dreams of vouna Nicholas Bolkoncki
in War and Peace. They minht make an outline nf

each and write up one eipsode or tell the story
orally.

Give students a 1ist of ideas and ask them to
note specifics which give Tolstoy's view of
each as he expresses it in War and Peace.
Several are:

(1) The role of the family in societv

(2) The role of court society

(3) The cyclical quality of lifc

4) The functions and offects of war

5) The theory of history

(o)}

(
(
(6) The types and roles of love
(7) The influence of Pousseau

-19-



Ca.
.

(8) The place of music
(9) The presentation of land reform

Ask students to identify epic technigues in MWar
and Peace, and compare them vith those used by
Homer. What elements also resemble aualities of
Greek traaqedy?

Have students who héave read Crane's The Kert
Badge of Courage comnare Henry F]ewlng s fears

with those of “Nichnlas.

Assian students Steiner's book, Tolstoy or
Dostoevsky, An [ssay in the N1d Criticism, and
ask them to discuss how he exnlains Tnlstay's

view of life.

Give students the following stdatenent by Tolstoy:
"To determine your true worth divide what you
think you are into what vou are." Have students
discuss what this reveals about the man ana

qive specifics to illustrate it from his warks.

Ask students to consider the nuartet of pair,
in Anna_Karenina :

(1

) Stephen and NDolly
(2) Karenin and Anna
)

)

(3) Levin and Kitty

(4) Vronsky and Mnna
How is each pair like the others? How is each dif-
ferent?

Give students the proposifion that Anna

m.

Yarenina's tragic flaw is her reliarne upun
emotion rather than reason. Have ther cite
specifics to support nr refute this.

Have students compile a list of the priiary
characters and indicate the Russian ty:e each
represents. Example: ~Karenin - Ryseian
Bureaucrat.

Have students form debate teams to resolve the
issue: Anna Yarenina need not have died.

-20-



5. Have students read and analyze one or mure works
of Fyodor Dostoevski.

a. Have students familiarize themselves with the
1ife of Dostoevski. [ lerments they note now
will add a dimension of understandina as they
read his work. Suqaest that students investi-
nate the works they read and watch for in-
fluences of them in particular sclections by
the author. fGive students <elected hiographi-
cal data that helped to shape the man and his
vViews.

(1) Upper middle class backgreund in Moscow

(2) Tutored by parents, then attended nrivate
boarding school

(3) Mother's death whilr Fyodor a teenaner

(4) Studied enqineerinec at Military Enaineers'
School in St. Petershurn

(5) Father murdered by serfs

(6) Fyodor devotes self to literature

(7) Interested in socialism and refors

(8) Arrested and sentenced to death before

firina squad
(9) Sentence commuted to hard labor in Siheria
(10) Twice married

(11) Bankruptcy proceedinas and subsequent exile
to elude creditors

(12) Prosperous and happy for last ten years of
1ife ‘

(13) Lifelong curse of enilensy

{(14) "The religion of sufferina," Dostoevshi's
1ahel
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b.

Ask students, after having read Destonvski's
works, to parallel thew to his 1ife. Have Lthenw

note thi points of hope and despair in hoth.

Ask students 1o assess Dostocvski's moment of
crisis -- savend from the firing scouad at the
Tast moment -- as a nsychological triqqer for
writing Notes from the Underaround. Suqqgest

that this novel be approached from an autobio-
araphical stance.

Have the class read and discu«s Hotes from the

Underground with attention focused on the thewes
of alienation, distrust of bureaucracy, asser-
tion of the rights of the "offbeat" and the
aeneral "unofficial view of being."

Have students discuss the satire involved in
The Idiot. How does Prince Myshkin fulfill his
self-revealing prophecy as prepared for hir by
others?

Ask students to consider the earlv Raskolnikov,
the murderer in Crime and Punishrent, as a
typical existentialist hero: the alienated man.

Have students evaluate the effectiveness and
credibility of the first person narrative con-
fessinon by Rasknlnikov.

Have students identify what the author in Crine
and Punishment is saying about Tove as a power
for redemption.

Ask students to discuss: Do the means justify

_the end? Rationalize Sonya's actions in Crine

and Punishment as a means of grace.

Ask students to consider and then write a
paper on Dostoevski's theme of self-knowledae:
"Self-transcendence through Awareness c¢f Guilt."

Have students discuss the symbolism of water in
Crime and Punishment. For example. explore

Svidrigailov's hatred of water and forecast his
fate.

Have students discern the contrést hetween the
internal and the external lives of the char-
acters in Crime and Punishment. Coes this
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technique of "interior monoloaue" justify
Dostoevski's title, "Father of the Modern
Psycholoqical Novel"?

Have students investiaate Dostoevski's "doubles"
in The Prothers Faramazov. How do both anod and
evil Tie hidden in Dmitri, Ivan, Alyosha, and
even in Smerdyakov? Could you select one
brother as epitomizing the split personality?
What specific examples of ambivalence in the
emotional reactions of Dmitri add to the depth

of characterization?

Direct students' attention to the allegory

"The Leaend of the Grand Inaquisitor," ahout
half-way through The Brothers Karawazo . What
nhilosophical statement does this make about
the nature cf man's fajth, oraanized religiar.
his freedom and tha pnssible enslavement which,
paradoxically, might resuit?

Ask students to determine how the death of the
saintly Father Zossima chanaced Alynsha irrevon-
ably. Discuss how the emotionalily-charand

- scene caused hy the "stink nf Father Zosnima'
provided a perfect forum for religious di«-
sertation.

Have students trace the genetic "Karamazov rot"
as it seeps and permeates every member of the
family. Try to explain the paradoxical nualities,
cruelty anc spirituality, that most critics at-
tribute to Dostoevski.

Have students determine *he influence of each
of the following on Dostoevski's work:

(1) Geqgol
(2) Pushkin
(3) Schiller
(4) Balzac
(5) Hoffmann
(6) Heael

(7) Pevelation



How does he adapt, transform and dramatize
elements and characters from each?

6. Have students, following their - tudy of individual
works by Dostoevski and Tolstoy., put contrasting
elements on a balancing scale. Ask them to draw
conclusions concerning the amhivalent nature of the
Russian people as it is revealed throuah the con-
trasts evident in the works of these two men.

O

Presented with a variety of works by other Russians.
students will contrast each with the works of
Dostoevski and Tolstoy that they have studied.

1. Give students pertinent topics for research papors.

a. rebirth of "Mother Russia": Battle Crv fou
World Mar 11

b. Symbolism (candle, snow, trains) in Dr. Zhivaco

c. Svetlana Stalin Peters -- “Her Father's
Daughter"

d. The Being of !onbeinn

e. Tolstoy's "tormal"® Characters and Dostucvski's
"Abnormal" Characters

f. Image of Women in lar and Peace
g. Pushiin: The Black Byron o Russia
h. Gregori Rasputin: Servant of God or of Satan?
i. The Mu]tip]é Fates of Anastasia
j. Union of Soviet Hriters
§) . | k. Fitchen Debate: Nixon versus Khruschev
1. Life Status of Nobel Prize '!inners
m. Genesis: Adam through Joseph (Stalin)
n. History: Russian Style

. Soutnik: flew VWord, lew Yorld
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Refer students to A. 8. and 9. Uhal thewes cvident.
in the literature studied anpear herce? Do any
themes emerge in these art forms that do net appear
in the novels? If so, what are they?

Suqgest that students select ore other Russian

author for detailed study. AL the conclusion ot

this work, have students contrast the selections of
this individual with thcse of Dcstoevski and Tolstov.
Use of available study guides (Cliff's Notes,
Monarch, etc.) may help students participate more
fully in their experiences with Russian literature.
Several representative Russian authors are mentioned
here aionqg with sample questions. '

a. Boris Pasternak

(1) Have students apply several possible inter-
pretative stances to Dr. Zhivago:

(a) Sociological
(b) Psychological
(c) Historical
(d) Philosophical
(e) Political

Ask them to indicate wirich one Pasternak
intended.

(2) Suagest that students study the internal
development of the characters. Do thev
move forward. or backward? Do they prnaress
or regress? hy?

(3) Ask students to adopt the clnak which
Pasternak did -- NDr, 7hivaao -- and tn vies
Russia and her prablers an Pasternak did --
throuah the nersona 7Zhivana, 0Of whef sianif-
icance 2re the poems to the book? Heow do
these pnerms of Zhivago (alias Pasternak)
differ from others wrijtten by Pasternak?

(4) Ask students to trace the odyssey of the
manuscript of Dr. 7Zhivano.
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b. Nikolai Gngol

(1) Introduce students to Nikolai Gogol's Nead
Souls by givina ther a brief synopsis of
it. Assign the work for reading and have
students consider the followina itewng and
be able tn discuss each.

(a) Point 0! view
i. Hote numerous shifts
ii. Propose reasons for shifts

jii. Suqoest hoy else his purpose miqht
have been accomplished

(b) Satiric treatrent
i. Analyze characters' actions
ii. /Analyze characters' motives
(c) Themes

i. Contrast the advice given by
Chichikov's father and that qiven
by Polonius to Laertes (Hamlet)

ii. Show how the public of ficials exempli-
fy The Peter Principle

iii. Compare [iead Souls and Elict's
"Hollow Men"

(2) Have students determire the extent to which
the caricature portraits in Dead Souls are
realistic portravals of the outside world
or introspective fiaments of Gogol's own
mind produced by his view of himself. How
does he use satire to express his condemna-
tions?

(3) Have students who have read Gogol make
analogies and contrasts between him and his
works and the 1ives and works of other
authors: Aristophanes, Cervantes, Dickens,
Erasmus, Heine, Moliere, Rabelais, Swift,
Yoltaire, Vnlfe., Some suagested responses
follow:
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(a) Gogol and Moliere: actors, playwrights

(b) Gonol and Rabelais: attention tn detail;
use of cataloging and hyperbole; fuill,
alive vocabulary

(c) Gogol and Yolfe: adored good food
(d) Goanl and Swift: satirists

(e) Gogol and Dickens: professional char-
acter actors; readers of their own
works; masterful chiaracter portrayals

Alexander Solzhenitsyn

Have students sperculate why at the opening
of Solzhenitsyn's The First Circle Innakenty
endangers himself by warning an acquaintance
of imminent arrest.

Have students who read Solzhenitsyn's The
First Circle note allusions throughout it
to Dante, The Bible, Dostoevski, and Pushkin.

Nssign for reading One Day in the Life of
Ivan Denisovich. Have students note the
word pictures Solzhenitsvn creates. Vhat
do we know of Ivan's total life althouqh
we live with him for only one dav? VWhat is

Tvan's attitude?

Ask students to determine why Khrushchev
permitted some of Solzhenitsyn's works to be
puhlished, whereas he has now been dropped
from the Writers' Union and is severely
criticized by the Russian press.

Ask <tudents to imagine themselves members -
of the tiobel Prize cormittee. l!lave then
research the history of the award and the
factors considered for the literary awvard.
Conduct a mock meetina at which Alerander
Solzhenitsyn is discussed as a candidate

for the 1970 tobel Prize in literature which
was actually awarded to him,
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IV. STUDENT AND TEACHER RESOURCES
M. State-adopted textbooks
Adventures in Yorld Literature
Insight: Experience of Literature
', Non-state-adopted texts

Jones, Thelma 6., et al, eds. Literature of the World.
Hew York: McGraw-Hill, 1963,

Miller, James E., et al, eds. Man in Literature.
Glenview, I11inois: Scott, Forcsran and Ccmpaqy,
1970. (Adopted 1973)

. Russian and Eastern European Literatur#
Rienview, 111inois: GScott, Foresman and ( Covran
1970. (Adopted 1973)

Mirsky., D. S. A History of Russian Literature fres Tts
Beginninas to 1900. fiew York: Vintage Pooks, 1958,

.. Reference materials

Bainbridqge, Henrv. Peter Carl Faherge, Goldsmith and
Jeweler to the Russian lImperial Court.

Dostoevski, lyodor. Brolhers Karamazov. New York:
Airmont, 1968.

Crime and Punrshwgng New York: New
American Library, 1964.

. Idiot, The. Mew York: New American
Library, 1969.

Hotes from the Underaround. New York:
Dell, 1969.

Duncan, David. fGreat Treasures of the Krenlin. New
York: Abrams, 1968.

Florinsky, Michaet T. Russia: A Short History (zn
ed.) New York: Macmillan, 1969. '

Gifford, Henry. HMNovel in Russia, from Pushkin to

Pasternak. MNew York: Hutchinson University
Library, 1964
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Ginshurq, Mirra, Trans. A History of Soviet Litrraturc.
Garden City, New York:  Doubleday and Company, Ine.,
1963,

Glenny, Michael. "Ho Reqime Loves Great wrsrer».“
Life, ‘June 23, 1972, pp. 42-44B.

Gonol, Rikolai. Dead Souls. HNew York: NewAmaican
Library, 1961.

Gorky, Maxim. Reminiscences of Toistoy, Chekhov,
Andreyev. New York: Hillary, 1969.

Grohmann, ¥. Kandinsky. New York: Abrams, 1969.

Guerney, Bernard, comp. A Treasury of Russian

Literature. Hew York: The Vanquard Press, 1943.

MacAndrew, A. R. (trans.). Great Russian Short Noveis.
New York: Bantan, 1967.

Martin, John Stuart. A Picture History of Russia.
New York: Crown, n.d.

Mirsky, Dmitri S. History of Russian Literat:re from
its Beqinnings to 1900. New York: Random, 1949,

Mochulsky, Fonstantin. Dostoevski: His Life and ork.

Princeton: Princeten University Press, 1965.

Pasternak, Boris. Doctor Zhivaoo. New York: New

American Library, 197

Peter, Laurence J. and Raymond Hull. The I'eter Principle.
New York: Bantam, 1970.

Reeve, Franklin D. Russian Movel: From Pushkin to

Pasternak. New York: McGraw, 1965,

Roos, James. "“Shostakovich Peborn."  The Miami Merald,
Sunday, July 16, 1972, 2-H.

Simmonds, Georqe Y., ed. Soviet Leaders tlew York:

Thomas Y. Crowell Company, T967.

Stonim, Marc. Outline of Russian Literature. New fork:

Nxford University Press, 1958.

Soviet Pussian Literature: Uriters and

Problems.” Hew York: Tfixford University Press, 1954.
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Snowman, ¥. The Art of Carl Faberge. Rew York: Tudor,
n.d.

Solzhenitsyn, Alexander. Artillery Barrage, The. Life,

June 23, 1970, po. 47-60.

_____ - Dne Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovich.
Hew York: Dutton, 1963.
Steiner, Georae. Tolstoy or Dostoevsky, An Fssay in
the 01d Criticism. HNew York: Vintage Books, 1959.

Tolstoy, Leo. Anna Karenina. Hew York: Dodd. !Mead
and Company, 1966.

. PResurrection. New York: HNorton, W. W., and
Company, 1965.

. War and Peace. Bridgeport, Conn.: Airmont
Publishers, 1969.

Turaenev, Ivan. Fathers and Sons. MNew York: Washington
Square Press, 1970.

Wasiolek, Edward. Dostoevsky, The Major Fiction.
Cambridge, Massachusetts: The M. I. T. Press, 1964.

Yarmolinsky, Avrahm. Russians Then and llow. Hew York:
Macmillan, 1963.

Films

Khrushchev and Berlin, Pts. 1 & 2 (1-31495, 97)

Lenin and Trotsky (1-31465)

Rise of Khrushchev, The, Pts. 1 & 2 (1-31499, 501)

Screen News Digest, Vol 10, Issue 4 (1-13235)

Soviet Russia: From Revolution to Empire (1-13326)

Stalin, Joseph V. (1-31574)

U.S.5.R.: Family of Tashkent (Life on a Collective
Farm) 1-13359)

U.S.S.R.: Pioneer Family of Bratsk (A Siberian City
Is Born) 1-13355)
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U.S.S.R.: Geography and Peoples (Many Faces of a Vast

Land) (1-13357)
Iron Curtain Lands (1-12590)

Mnscow and Leningrad (1-01594)

Peoples of the Soviet Union (1-41164)
Pussia (1-31059)

Russian Gyiinastic Champions_in the U.S.A. (1-11774)

Russian Life Today (Inside the Soviet Union) (1-12593)

Russian Revolution, The (1-05197)

Screen News Digest, Vol.4, Issue 5 (1-12676)

Screen News Digest, Vol.5, Issue 1 (1-12682)

Screen MNews Digest, Vol.5, Issue 2 (1-12683)

Screen News Digest, Vol.5, Issue 4 (1-12685)

Screen News Digest, Vol.6, Issue 1 (1-12692)

The Soviet Union: An Introduction ({1-11929)

Cherry Orchard, The: Chekhov Innovator of Modern
Drama, Pts. 1 & 2. (1-31799, 801)

Russians, The: Insights through Literature, Pts. 1 &
2 (1-31491, 93)
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