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The Project Sacial Studies Curriculum Center at the

Unlver51ty of Minnesotaz developed this teachert's guide for an eighth
grade course on Our Political System. The course, part of an
articulated curriculum for grades K-12, draws heavily upon political.
science while using concepts from other social sciences. The enphasis
is on decision-making at the level of the individual voter as well as
at the level of interest groups and governmental instituiions. Most
units are developed with the use of case studies. The course is
divided into the following six units: Overview of Our Political
System; Poliitical Parties and Elections; Executive Process;
Legislative Process; Judicial Process; and Decision Making at the

Local level.

An introduction to the teacher's guide includes

behavioral goals, skills, key concepts, rationale, and teaching

strategies.

A unit by unit outline of content, a description cf the

place of the course in the overall curricuvlum, the unit format, and
the adaptation of resource units to specific classes are described.

Details on preparation and availability of the materials are followed
by charts of the sequential development of concepts and the placement
of attitudinal goals. (Author/Ks#)
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