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Descriptioﬁ of the Instrument:

Purpose -~

To measure children's reading understanding of similes
found in 1literature books suitable for grades four,

five and six.

Date of Construction — 1971

Physical Description —— The similes used in this test were selected

from thosg used in a study by Lockhart (1971) who had
identified 770 similes from twenty books which had been
seclected through a stratified random sample from 563
literature books that were on nine b&oklists recommended
as suitable for grades four, five and six by the School
of Library Science, University of Alberta. Pifty-two
similes were drawn from the 770 and used by Burt in
the congtruction of her test. Thirty items were re-
taiﬁéd in the test after the completion of a pilot study.
The simlle 1s presented 1n context and is questioned
in multiple choice format. The possible answer choices
are based on the responses 1n a pilot study which could
be divided into nine categories. The five categories

used for devising possible choices are: correct response,



wrong comsonality response, confused relationships re-

sponse, puaraphrasing response, and incorrect response.
The students are .instructed to select the answer

that has the same or nearly the same meaning as the

underlined words.

«.+At the very center was a small black waterhole. The

wind blowing from the waterhole toward them, carried a

sound like a train puffing uphill.

A. A train can puff going up a hill in the wind.
B. The wind blew hard in puffs,
C. They could not breathea.,
D. The wind and train go fast.
E. A train makes a noise.
An interview and questionnaire also accompany the

Similes Test. The interview 1s conducted to determine

if children have difficulty expressing themselves orally
and 1if the types of responses might be the same as the
classifications on the multiple choice test. Ten similec
are used for the interview and three questions are asked
of all similes while a fourth question is asked of some.
The first question coacerns the meaning of the simile,
the second, whether the source of meaning for the student
is the con.ext of the simile ox his or her experiental

background, the third question focusses own the feelings



elected by the simile, while the fourth question relates

to words that may have presented vocabulary difficulties,
The Questionnaire was devised in an attempt to assess

pertinent background experiences.

Validity, Reliability and Normative Data: h

Normative data were derived from 74 grade five pupils.

Scores ranged from 4 to 30 with a mean score of 19,59,

Content validity is claimed for ;he test and is discussed

under the headings: the representation of the content

of the Similes Test to all possible content: the relation-

ship of the format and the content of the Similes Test to

similar instruments; the consideration of studies of a
free revponse nature in order to defend the inclusion or
exclusion of épecific iteﬁs. ‘Care was given to exclude
any words from the stem in the choices that might distract
the studen* into selecting a type of response he might not
otherwise make. In order to avoid additional meaning
difficulties, figures of sﬁeech were excluded in the answer
choices and the words used were screened for difficulty

_ using The Teacher's Word Book of 30,000 Words.

The thirty items of the test had a difficulty index

between 0.326 and 0.730, All items had a validity index




greater than 0,2, (More complete data on difficulty,
validity, and feliability indices are available thiough
ERIC).

The reliability coefficient based on the KR-2( for-
mula and calculated on fhe results of 89 sﬁbjects of

the pilot study was 0.86,

Ordering Information:

EDRS

Related Documents:

Burt, lieather R. An Investigation of Grade Five Students':
Reading Understanding of Similes. Unpublished Masters
Thesis, The University of Alberta, Edmonton, Alberta,
1971.

Lockhart, Margaret, An Investigation of Similes Found
in Selected Fiction Written for-Children in Grades
Four, Five and Six. Unpublished Masters Thesis, The

University of Alberta, Edmonton, Alberta, 1971.
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Directions for Teachers Adminlstering the Test

READ ALOUD -~ To-day we are going to see how well you are able to get

the meanings of groups of underlined words, catied
similes.

Flrst you will be given a group of words containing a simile.
Each will be followed by five (5) answers. The five answers explain
the simile, one of these answers will be the meaning that best explalns
the underlined words as they are used In the passage. 'You are to select
one (1) answer in each question.

Look at Sample A. Follow along as | read. (Teacher reads
Sample A)

The words called a simile say, ''The wind carried a scund like
a train puffing uphill."

"Now look at the five answers. Which one of the flive answers
has the same or nearly the same meaning as the simile?

Possibilities

1. If students answer A, C, D or E say, 'No, that is not the correct
answer. Try again."

2. |If students answer B say, ''Yes, answer B Is the correct answer
since it contalns the same or nearly the same meaning as the simile.
Now look at Sample B. Follow along as | read. (Teacher
reads Sample B)
The simile s ‘''the yellow flowers shine like gold."
Which cne: of the five answers has the same or nearly the same

meaning?

Possibilities

1. #f students answer A, B, C or E say, ""No, that Is not the correct
answer. Try again."

2. |If students answer D say, '‘Yes, answer D is the correct answer
since it contains the same or nearly the same meaning as the simile."

EKC

wll Toxt Provided by ERIC
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For the similes in this test you are to select from the five
answers provided for each simile, the one that you think has the same
or nearly the same meaning as the simile in the group of words which

It is presented. Mark the space on your answer shee: that has the same
letter as the answer you select.

THIS TEST IS NOT TIMED SO RELAX AND
DO THE BEST YOU ARE ABLE

SIMILES TEST

DIRECTIONS

In each question you are to pick only one answer: The one that
has the same or nearly the same mearing as the underlined words. You
are to fill in the space on the answer sheet that has the same letter
as is in front of the answer you choose. YOU ARE NOT TO WRITE OR MARK
ON THIS BOOKLET. Now follow the directions given to you by the Teacher.

S

SAMPLE A

... At the very center was a small black waterhole. The wind, blow=
ing from the waterhole toward them, carried a sound like a train
puffing uphill,

A. A train can puff going up a hill In the wind.
B. The wind blew hard In puffs,

C. They could not breathe.

D. The wind and train go fast.

€. A traln makes a nolse.

>

SAMPLE B

... when the hot sun is shining down agaln, and he says good-night
to the mountains, and they all turn on fire, and the yellow flowers

shine like gold, then, you will see, it will be bright and beautiful
for you again.

A. They grow out of the ground.

B. The are flowers.

C. They are made of money.

D. They are a bright orange color.
E. They are worth a lot of money.
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ANSWER KEY

Correct response

Inappropriate commonality respcnse
Confused relationship response
Paraphrasing response

oy i g Do M

Incorrect response

QUESTIONS

He was a small Chagga [member of a tribe) with fists like hams, a
round polished face, and a perpetual grin.

A. His fists are big and hard.
B. He hurt his fists.

C. Fists are hands.

D. His fists are red.

E

S DO ¥ Ch

His fists are made of ham.

And when they found that | was a Roman soldier, they did not greatly
care. |t was not the first of my kind to desert to the tribes; and

Murna [a tribesman's wife] spoke for me, like a lioness wtose cub

Is threatened,

2 A. Murna was strong.

S B. Murna had long hair.

3 . Murna was my mother

4 D. | cannot talk

1 E. Murna protected me by speaking.

«+. Suddenly he remembered the flood of sunset light in his sleepin-
cell at Calleva, that evening when Esca and Cub and Cottla had come

to him in his desperate need. He called it up now, like galden water,
like a trumpet call, the Light of Mithras. He hurled it ajainst

the darkness, forcing it back --- back --- back.

4 A, Water and trumpetskmake a noise.
§ B. He played in a band.
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2 C. He remembered the orange sunset.
D. He remembered the water and the trumpet.
E. His memory of the sunset was clear and bright.

b, ... Thére In the mirror-surely, oh surely, it was a facel A beautiful
face, pale as moonlight ... :

2 A. A bright face.

B. The light of the moon.

C. A face in the moon.

D. A butket-shaped face.

€. A lovely, soft, white face.

. Ch Gy 0

5. ... It [the house] had a flight of wooden steps leading up to a
porch, which sagged like the brim of a hat,

A. A hat has an edge. .

B. The porch Is the border of the house.
The porch was pretty.

D. The porch Is part of a hat,

o Do

E. The porch was bent down.

6. A flock of helmeted guinea fowl trotted down the ridges of the salt-
lick, heads bobbing, legs twinkling, chattering away like children

on_an outing. :

A. Children go on trips.
8. Hens talk.
C. Hens and children talk to each other.

0. The hens were running away.

~ oTh D B

£. The hens made a noise all the time.

7. They were flinging brushwood bundles into the diich to form cause-
ways: swarming over, they had poles to .scale the ramperts, but in
the dark nothing of that could be seen, only a flowing up &#nd over,
like a wave of ghosts.

A, Ghosis are white.

They move without any help.
They were ghosts In the water.
The waves are white ghosts.

W & D On

LM O. @

They moved quietly without stopping.
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8. The ponles were falrly fresh, but both fugitives knew that in the
open it was only a matter of time before they were ridden down by
the better-mounted tribesmen - pulled down by the yelllng hounds
as by a pack of wolves.

3 A. The dogs were really wolves.
8. The wolves are in a group.

4

§ C. The dogs have short ears.

1 D. The barking dogs were fierce.
2

E. The dogs were tn a group.

9. The four were loose in thelr stable, and they came to him aimost

1ike dogs to sniff inquiringly at his breast and outstretclied hands;
four superbly matched black chariot ponies.

A. The ponies were curlous,

B. Dogs llke to smell things.

C. The pohles sniff at the dogs.
D. They are domestic animals.

TS D N WD ka

E. The dogs were lost.

10. ... the horn sounded its high,clear note; and before the echoes
had died among the hills, the sealskin curtain was flung back,
{ts bronze discs clashing like cymbals.

A. The metal pieces were plates.

B. The metal pieces were used In a band.

C. The metal pieces were brown and round.

D. The metal pieces hitting each other made a nolse.

LS S S S )

E. The metal pieces were on the curtaln.

1. They [the soldiers] swung in thelr tracks, towards the nea-est
tongue of the birch woods that were spreading like a stain through
the ragged mist, but even as they did so, the signal cry rose from
among the golden trees in answer.

5§ A. The woods had a disease.

B. The sap was coming out of the trees.

C. The trees were growing,

D. The painted woods were seen in the mist,

LW B~ S )

E. The woods began to be seen.
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12. ... all the animals were on the move, falntly visible from the
traln LN B L]
Andrew, watchlngthrough the window [of the train], grew pensive.
He understood why the bushbaby could not be reteased. it would be
be like throwing a small child into an arena of llons,

A, It is cruel to put the little animal back in the jungle.
B. The little animal is a small} lton.
C. The train ran over the little animal.

:D. A llttle child can llve with a group of lions.

' E. The other animals will look at the little animal.

to W O e ks

13. The bushbaby was endowed by nature with a variety of highly tuned
senses. His ears moved ltike radar scoops, catching every small

sound.
2 A. MHis ears stuck out.
§ B. He helped the police.
3 C. His ears were round.
1 D. His ears picked up every sound.
4 E. He has ears.

14, Peter, however, had never given his arm to anyone in his life.
Clara put her's in his, but he kept his own hanging down straight
beside him like a stick.

4 A. A stick Is straight.
2 B. He had a long, thin arm.
5 C. He cut his arm.
3 His arm was made of wood.
1 He did not bend his arm.
15. ... the Fisher leapt back and sideways to avoid his [the swordsman's]

thrust, then whirled about and ran for his life, gathering his net
for another cast as he ran, with the young swordsman hard behind him.
.++ the Fisher whirled about and flung once more. The net whipped
out like a dark flame; it licked round the running swordsman, so
intent on his chase that he had forgotten to guard for It; the welght
carried the deadly folds across and across again, and a howl burst
from the crow as he crashed headlong and rolled over, help.essly
meshed as a fly in a spider's web.

3 A. A spider caught him.
4 B, A spider caught a fly.
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U T He was trylng to fly.
1 D. He ¢could not escape frtw1the net. .
2 E. He couid see through the holes In the net.

16.  She [the glirl) gazed for long seconds at the darkening sky, herdlng
her thoughts like - strayed sheep. . 1

3 A. She thought about the. wanderlng sheep.
2 8. She had a lot of thougits in her head.
5 C. She could not hear.i ‘
4 ;'D.;,Thelsheep were straylng,

- i:~ E. She tried to put her thpughts together.

. Broomtall's [the horse s] _yes were as. brgght as sunl gh

_‘A. Hls eyes were sparkllng.
B. The 1ight shone In his eyes.
C. The sunlight Is bright.

~ D. He looked at the sunllght.
E,; Hls eyes werefburnlng. ,

E TR T N T e

18.  There were dark patches 11ke islands ln the rlver, and the glrl saw,”ff e
“that these were the tops of trees. Floating In the branchss were -
~ the b oated carcasses of animals, Iegs stlff and. point[;g_ o the
sky, lfeless as. upturned sofas.‘ ‘

,~At‘,The dead animals were helpless.

8. The animals were stuffed,

f.hC} The anlmals were used for furnlture.
- D. Couches floated to the sky,
,:g;[,The couch was turned over.

e e ml [

figéj..,~ It [New York] has many churches wlth great bIQQSpI*”"‘ n
- everyone s of old'pand when the sun comes up ln
e en ewﬁ;g needles.1 Sl
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2.
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i

Then he [the pony) heard a long, sad cry. It was the traln going
across the plains. Black smoke waved like a tafl behlnd 1t.

3

m&u(\s“

A.
B
C.
.
E.

The'smoke waved Its tall

The smoke was black and soft.
The smoke moved back and forth,
The smoke Is black.,

The tall is burning.

«ov The mlnute my back was turned, she pushed her way out [of the

crowd].

'She was

”She nhocked m

-3

- Al
'Bl
- c.

D.

E.

iust 1lke a wild animal " e woman In the store sald,
e over,!' e e

*

She was powerful and vlolent.
She turned into a horse.

She was Strong.

She was not a tame animal.

Kn animal can be wlid,

3

Then the littler ones [cht?dren] shrleked and capered and danced in

the white flash of the driving rain. Thirsty, they 1ifted ogen- 5
“mouthed faces to the sk 5
- fust ing return )

1ike hungr ry. nestlings that hear the

f the mother blrc

D0 ek WOy

-«

A
B
c.
D
3

They wanted to feed the blrds.~

‘Thelr mouths were open to the sky.

They wanted to drlnk the rain as it fell
They wanted somethlng to eat.’ :
Thelr mouths were open walting for the mother bird.

cov Mary Humboldt playing on’ the harp or Mr. Vogelhart sea-sawin e
- away on hls violin, That wasn't: funny. only boring and Bahy Belle S

said It caused her to ltch al! over lIke chicken pox.‘fo S
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24, He led the bull to his mother who selzed It by the head, which she
twisted over her skinny thigh. Then she took a flrm grip on the
bull's neck, so that the jugular veln swelled ]ike damp rope.

A. The rope got wet.

8. Blood was coming from the veln.
C. She pulled on the rope.

D. The veln was made of wet string.
E. The veln stuck out,

Nt Ty Do W

25. Dead leaves follow the wind and have no resting place durlng a storm.
The twig that has fallen into the river goes where the stream carries
Ft. The poor are like the leaves in the storm or the twic in the
river: plaything of forces which they do not control, which they
sometimes do not even understand. o

4 A. Leaves blow in a storm and twigs ftoat In a river,

1 8. Poor people have no place to live and are pushed around
by others. -

C. Poor people walk In the leaves and in the river,
D. Poor people are thin and do not have food to eat.
E. Poor people float In the air and in the river.

26, The wooden soldlers stood exactly as he had seen them when Jane
interrupted.  They hadn't moved a tenth of an inch. They were as
. dead as nineplins. They had frozen again. _ RS

A. There were hlne pins.

B. The so!dterS'dtd ndt'move at all,
€. Jane shét the sq]digrs. ; o

D. There wéfe*n{hé;,ﬁtfalght soldiers.

E. There were nine, dead soldiers.

N T S W

27, He felt the Duty Centurion grow tense as a strung bow beslde him,
~ The moments crawled by, the silence became i
. his eardrums.. - o o 0

=




194,

28, ... THEN Mrs. Brace-~ideon would come sailing in like a battleship
and start to sing.

8. A, She can sall a ship.

B. She can float.

C. She won the fight.

D.  She was large and powerful,
E. The ship Is used in war.,

L R

29, Off they [the boys] went, buckfng and yelllng, as wild as_Tuscarora
lndlans. ' |

2 A. They wanted to go and fight,
8 B. They rode horseback.

¢ C. Indians are wild.

1 D. They were excited,

5 E. They shot bows and arrows.

30.  Through experience he now felt sure that most of the wild anlmals ‘
would slip away llke shadows from hlS path. :

2 A, You cannot touch the antmals.

8. The animals move quickly and quietly.
C. Shadows move.

D. The animals are dead, |

B A

E. The animals' shadows moved,

THE END
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SIKILES USED IN THE INTERVIEWS

VVCard ) e R .

He was a small Chagga [member of a tribe) with fits ]ike hams ,
@ round pollshed face, and perpetual grin,

~Card 2 ’
i v++Suddenly he remembered the flood of sunset light In his

"’sléeplng-cell at Calleva, that evening when Esca and Cub and Cottla had
come to him In his desperate need. He called it up now, like golden

" water, llke a trumpet call, the Light of Mithras.™ He hurled Tt against
.. the darkness, forcing It ack === back --- back. - iR )

".Théy [the soldiers] swung In‘thelr'tracks,~towards the nearest

' 7'£ongue‘oF the birch woods that were spreading like a stain Tﬁﬁough the

~ ragged mist, but even as they did so, the signal cry rose from among
- the goTden trees In answer. e R T e T

oy ali thé‘ahimals were on the m¢ve;'féﬁnt]y,vfslble from;the 
. Andrew, watchlng through the window, grew pensive. He understood
- why the bushbaby could rot be released. It would be |ike throsing a '
‘ffsma]l‘chlld Into_an arena of'llphs,a,f” L e T

e

S *"“iPeter;'hdweyqr,ﬁhéd néVék“QIVQﬁ his aéﬁ tb anyqﬁe in hlsfjjfe. S
. Clara put her's in his, but he kept his own hang!ng down straiuht be-
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Card 8

Dead leaves follow the wind and have no resting place durlng
a storm, The twig that has fallen Into the river goes where the
stream carries It. The poor are like the leaves In the storm or ‘the

twig In the river: plaything of forces which they do not controT“_hlch
they sometimes do not even understand.

- Card 9

He felt the Duty Centurion grow tense as a strung bow beside

him. The moments crawied by, the silence became a physical pressure
on his eardrums.

Card 10

Off‘thex [the boys] went, buckingrand yelllng, as wild as
Tuscarora Indlans. ' S - ‘

RECORDED INTERVIEW FORHAT

Hello ‘I'm going ticjalk to you for a few moments about some
 of the phrases that we  may use In our dally conversatlon and then
(I'm golng to ask you to do something for me. »

| ln our daily conversattons we often compare one thlng or
action. wlth another.‘ These things that we are comparlng may te very
‘dlfferent except for one characteristlc 0r quallty that they have in

common. Sometlmes we might compare a plane to llghtnlng by saylng

' cj,'a plane may go as. fast as lightnlng or a person may be compared to an.
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you ccmpare it to something else that you know? Is it as prety as
anythtng'else? Does it have the same size as something? Does it
remind you of some other characterlstlc or quality? |
Authors, when they write, often compare one thtng to another.
| would like you to read some of’the passages that authors have
written. | have taken these passages from children's books. Then I:
would llke you to conslder what the under lined words might mean. These
,underIIned vords are called simlles, You are asked to read the whole
of each passage wrltten on each card and then to answer a few questions
about what you have read. Most of these questions wlll be related to
h'the underllned words or slmlle. This Is not timed so relax and do the
*best you can. | |
In order for me to keep track of the quost!ons | want <o ask
ﬁyou and also all the things that you are thlnking about when you read '
dthese, it will be-necessary for us to use two tape recorders. Thls
tape recorder will have the questtons that | want you to answer and
i“the other tape recorder wtl! be used for keeplng track of what you
say. |
: Read the passage written on Card 1 to yourself

He was a small Chagga [member of a tribe) with fists 1 ke'
hams, a round pollshed face and perpetual grln.~

'7~‘what do the underllned words mean? why do you think that they mean |

"hat? What feelings does the simlle glve you?

Read the words prlnted on card nUmber twc':i, e

P (e R
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What do the underl!ned words mean? Why do you think that they mean that?
What fealings does the slmilekgive you?.
~ Read the passage printed on Card 3.

They (the soldiers] swung in thelr tracks, towards the nearest
tongue of the birch woods that were spreading llke a staln through
the ragged mist, but even as they did so, the signal cry rose from
among the golden trees in answer.

What do the underllned words mean? Why do you think that they mean. that?
 Hhat feelings does the slmile glve you? What does “the neare t tongue
of the birch woods" mean as It is used in Card 37 What meanings do you
_know for the word ''stain?"
 Read Card 4.
oo oall the anlmals were on the move faintly vIsible from the
trfixné}éw' watching through the wlndow, grew pensive. ‘He under-

~ stood why the bushbaby could not be released. It would be Ilke
throwlng a small chlld into an arena of Itons.

what do the underllned words mean? Why do you thIn< that they mean
ak:that? what does the phrase Yarena of llons" mean to you?

' - Read Card 5. ‘l | '

Peter however, had never glven his arm to anyone in his

life. Clara put her's in his, but he kept his own hanglng doWn
straight beside him like a stlck '

A ';’f:what does the s!mlle mean? why do you thlnk it means that? What

"wfee!ings does the slmlle give you?

Read card number 6 f~
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What does the simile mean? Why do you think 1t means that? What
- feelings does the simile give you?
Read card number 8,

Dead leaves follow the wind and have no resting place during
a storm. The twig that has fallen into the river goes where the
stream carrles 1t. The poor are like the leaves .in the storm or
the twig in the river: plaything of forces which they do not
control which they sometlmes do not even understand.

what does the slmlle mean? Why do you thlnk It means that? What
feellngs does the simile give you? what happens to leaves in asstorm?
what happens to twigs;ln’a rIVer?

 Read card nUmberVSQ |

He felt thehbuty Centurion grow tense as a strung bow beside

him. - The moments crawled. by, the sllence became a physlcal pressure e

on his eardrums.:

~ What does the simlle mean? why do you think It means that? ‘Mhat feel-“

‘f[lngs does the simile give you? What does the word'tentur!od‘nean to

= you? What does'strung bow"mean to you?
Read card number IO

ff thez [the boys] wentlAbuck g and yelllngﬁias w!ld as
Tuscarora lndtans.

What does the slmlle mean? Nhy do you thlnk It means that? khat |

kf]~e feelings does the simlle glve you?

‘:-ﬁ;five students thlnk about when they read

Thank you very much for heIpIng me to. fInd out what grade

would you please say your ‘

‘name into the tape recorder so that I can keep track of each person s
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QUESTIONNAIRE
NAME ‘ Boy Glir)
School Birthdate .
Room or Class o L . Age

t would 1llke to find out what~Grade five students are Interested iIn.
In order to do thls { am going to ask you some questlions. Use a check
r“kmark (#3 to show which answer Is most sultable to you. Thls information

will not be given to. anyone else.

(1) Do you belong to any of these clubs?

Cubs t, 7 - kBronnIés'r ’:'1»‘ | The "Y“k

Scouts [t " Glrl'coldas 'i‘f7‘k~ Hockey Clubs

kBasebalI clubs ___ Pioneer Girls - List Any 0thers .

(2) kHave you been on any trips?

in Strathcona (Edmonton)

in Alberta (but not Edmonton)
In Canada (but not A!berta)
US.A L
f'0utside North Amerlca

 utside North Anerica




(k)

(5)

(6)

7

(8)

(9)

| —(170)

an
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{ watch TV - not at ail
0 to 3 hours a day -

e

more than 3 hours a day

I go to movies =~ not at all
} or 2 a month
3 or 4 a month

The number of books | read each week is = none
' part of one
one or more ___

| read a newspaper - not at all

about once a week
every day

About h@w many books are In your home?

0-hg 50-99 100 or more

About how many books belong to you?

»‘~Q-9 g - ‘:10549 . _ 50 o0r more

Do you -borrow books from any 1ibrary?

once ‘or twice

4 pqtrat ;]I’ a month every week _

Were stories read to you before you started school?

';.’ '  don't know __

DId you know how to read before you started school?

~ record:
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