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ABSTRACT

Designed to measure a person's knowledge of commonly
used prefixes and root vords, this test is composed of the twelve
most frequently occurring prefixes and the .twelve nost frequently
occurring root words derived from Latin. During the untimed test,
students are directed to selegct the best meanings for prefixes and
other.wvword parts. Content validity was established by reliance on the
blueprint for the test and by submitting the instrument to the ’
Judgment of three language experts. The coefficient alpha reliability
as calculated on the normative data was .75. [ This document is one of
those revieved in The Research Instruments Project (TRIP) monograph
"Measures for Research and Evaluation in the English Language Arts"
to be published by the Committee on Research of the National Council
of Teachers of English in cooperation with the BRIC Clearinghouse on
Reading and Communication Skills. A TRIP review which precedes the
document lists its category (Reading), title, author, date, and age
range (senior high, postsecondary, adult), and describes the
instrument's purpose and physical characteristics.] (JH)
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Purpose s

Date of
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Physical
Description =~

This test 1is designed to measure a person's knowledge

of commonly used prefixes and root words.

1973

The most freéuently occurring prefixes and Latin roots
were determined by examining lists accumulated by past
researchers, and by examining various dictionaries.

The various spelliugs of the Latin roots and prefixes
were analysed to determine which of them frequently
combine to form derivatives. Twenty ftequentiy bccurring
roots and twenty frequently ogcurring prefixes were
identified and on the basis of an item analysis, the
most discriminating twelve from each group were retained

for the test.k

The test is untimed. 1he author suggests that ninety-
"f five,perkcéntko£ the studgnﬁg should completegit in

ten minutes.

_The students are dirested to select the best meanings =




You are tuv select the best meaning for '"re-"

REceive -~  REduce =~ REject
a) back, again |
b) overly, above
¢) not, oppesite

d) across, beyond

A sample item about the meaning of other word parts is

given below.
N @

You are to select the best meaning for "-cede"

conCEDE -  preGEDE - .-. .reCEDE_

a) to give

b) to go

c) to follow

d) to drive

Validity, Reliability and Normative Data:
Normative data are derived from the scores of 178
eubjeetéh(93-edmmnnityveoliege students and 85
university freshmen) The mean nas 12,77, the standard
‘deviation, 4, 2 and the standard error of measurement,
’2 1. Content validity was established by reliance on v-df"r
"~ethe blueprint for the test, and by submitting the in= dyiiﬁvffjid

”f:‘strument°to rhe judgement of three language experts.'

‘ "7f2Thekcoefficient_alpha reliability as calculated on thedi
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Introduction

The Morpheme Knowledge Test 18 one of four instruments
which were constructed for a study which investigated, among
other things, the reigtion between knowledge of the meanings
of morphemes and derivat;ves (8). other morpheme tests have
been developed by‘Carroll (3), Hunt (5), and Hogan (4), but
the Morpheme Knowledge Test has three characteristica which
are not shared with any other known instrument: .

1., It produces reliable results when administered to.

heterogeneous groups of subjects who have had no .-
ap2cial training in the meaninga of bound forms,

2. The bound bases are all Latin roots whioh appear
frequentliy in English words._

3. The prefixes are all those which combine frequently |
with 1atin roots to form- derivatives.

Development Procedures

- Test Blueprint. The most frequently oocurring prefixes
and Latin roots were determined by studying 1ists accumulatéd‘
by Stauffer (9), Brown (2), Lindsay (6), bchaeffer (7), and

'~,_various diotionaries. The various spellinga of the Latin

_k,roots and prefixes were examined to discover which_or,them

.
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-spect, -spire, -tain, -tend, -~tract, and -verse, The pre-

fixes which were found td éombine frequently with these‘Latin

roots to form derivatives were: ad-, circum-, com-, con-,

9_3", gﬁ", -e_f-_", -1-[“-"' (1"), -i_ﬂ" (1"), 1ntel‘—, 1ntl‘0-, QP.", pel'-,

preé-, pro-, re-, retro-, sub-, sup-, and trans-;

Item {.'alysis, 1In a pllot study 1t was discovered that -

subjects became extremely frustrated in résponding to
questions about the meanings of bound morphemes, A8s a result,
an item analysis was done to select the most disoriminating
items, Twelve Latin roots snd twelve prefixes were inciuded
in the final instrument. | |
Suffixes, Suffixes were not inciuded in this instrument
because of the extreme difficulﬁy in ascribing speoitic'mean—
ings to most of them. Any researcher interested in this
problem should consult Thorndike (10) who has studied the
frequencies and meanings of English suffixes. '
validity, content validity of theyinstrument vwas
established: by rellance on tlie blueprint for the tést, &nd "
by submitting the 1ﬁstrument to the judgment of three language
experts: Professors Sumner Ives, Erlc Brown, -and John M#yher;; :
all of New York Univeréity. The Morpheme xnbwledge Test was

i _determined o have the ocapabllity of assessing know1edge of

‘”ﬂlf?;on a sample of 93 oommun;tykooliege andk85_univefsity‘fr88hmen- ;

the meanings of che bound forms or whioh 1c 18 oomprised. {j_[;jt
‘ Reiiability. The reiiability of the test was estab1ished;dﬁi




areas of specialization,

_ Coefficient alpha reliability was ,75, the mean was
12.77, the standard deviation was 4,2, and the standard
error of measurement was 2.1,

Though reliability on other populations has not been
established, the instrument may be found to be reliable with
groups of highschool students, college students, or adults
which are very heterogeneously distributed on a measure of
verbal intelligence, The distribution of the sample on the
Quick Word Test (1) approximated that of thé-normative

sample for that measure of intelligence,

Correlation with Intelligence. A .65 zoro-order

correlation wac computed for the sample between scores on

the Morpheme Knowledge Test and the Quick Word Test (1).

Suggested Uses

when administered to groups for which it is reliable,
.the Morpheme xnowledge Test 1s an effioienb means of. colleot-;
ing data as to subJects' know1edge of the meanings of bound

i‘orﬂ_ls .

Adminiatration T
The norpneme Knowledge Teat 1s aoministered under untimedfﬂuﬁ

"-;'

'f'fkoonditions., Read the direotionw aloud as subJeots follow ,r; ff




the examiner an opportunity to make certain that each

subject has marked an answer for each question,

Scoring |
The scores for the test are determined by summing the
number of correct answers for the test items. The oorrect

answers are:

1. o© 7. d 13. 4 19. b
2, ¢ 8. a i, a 20, 4
3. d 9, o 15, ¢ 21, a
4, 4 10. @ 16, a 22, a
5. b 11, d 17. © 23, d
6. b 12, ¢ 18, 4 24, ¢

Answers may obe recorded on an& sheet of paper which is

numbered 1-24,
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MORPHEME KNOWLEDGE TEST

| You are to select the best meanings for prefixes and other
word Larts,
The following 1s a sample of a question about the meaning

of a prefix., You are to select the best meaning for re-:

REceive -REduce -RE ject

8, back, again

b, overly, above
6, not, opposite
d, aocross, beyond

‘The best meaning given for re- 18 "a," "pack, again,"

The following is a sample of a question about the meaning -

of other word parts. You are to seleoct the best meaning for

scedes
CONCEDE ~preCEDE ~re CEDE
a. to give
b, to go '
¢. to follow
d, to drive

N

The best meaning given for ~cede 1s "b," "to go. "
You are not expected to know the meanings for a11 these S
prefixes and word parts, but. you are expeoted to give the best[4;.' |

kanawers vou oan.A It you are uncertain or an answer, make the _;;;’””

'lwf;g,best guess you can and go on to the next question. There is

j ‘You may“begin. =~
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PREFIXES

CONc1lude -CONtract -CONfuse 7.

a. out of, from
b. 1in, into

¢. with, together
d. under, below

ADduce -ADmit -ADjoin 8.

a. in, into

b. not, opposite
¢. to, toward

d. sapart, away

INclude-INfer-INject ; 9.

not, opposite
with, together

O oCTN

within, inward
in, into
INTROduce ~-INTROvert - 10,
a. aoross, beyond
b. saround, about
¢. away, down
d. within, inward
IMpe 1-IMport -IMpose 11,

a. not, against
oG awayl down :
- .d, Dbetween, among

COMmit -COMpe 1-COMpose

a, apart, away
around, about

‘¢, back, backwards

¢
d. with, together

"CIRCUMscribe -CIRCUMspect

a. around, about

b. back, backwards
¢. away, down

d. before, in front

RETROcede -RETROspect

a. 1in, into

b, under, below

¢. back, backwards
d, before, in front

PERmit -PERtain-PERceive

‘8, very, thoroughly

b, back, again
¢c. across, bheyond
da. with, éoge her

OBtain-OBject -OBverse

a. out of, from

b, back, backwards

o, away, down
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'WORD_ROOTS

dQDUCE-prbDUOE_reDUCE ;

a. to send

b, to carry

¢, %to stretch
d. to lead

kpreFER-reFFR-transFERk

a, to carry
,b.

 Tf’os %hrow :

d, tq write

conFUSE~1nFUSE~transFUSE ;

" a. to shut
b, to drive
6, to pour

k ‘gd. o’ place i

*:;215? “

{}nerMIT-réMIT-subMIT
8, to send

bl %o stretoh

¢, to carry

7;:d.‘ to drive

IR ST z‘a e :
b 4“@

TexPEL~proPEL~rePEL

19.
20,

21,

: a.fktofstaﬁdlf;fﬁi
b, %to hold -
Q. to stretch

~A~d.  to breathe'

‘ hfé3;f

d. to write

finSPEcmnreSPEcm-proSPEcT_73j[f

.  a. %o look.

;conSPIRE 1nSPIRE“pe?SPIRE“;T'"“

disPOSE’-imPOSE-,supPOSE .

a. to shape
b. to place

6. to think

a4, to stand

 deSCRIBu 1nSCRIBE-subSCRIBE

a. to hreathe

,,b.f to take

-to send
oonSIST-ANSIST-reSIST

d, to draw

b. to stand
G, to think

-W>,;“;,,.;Q f.quﬂ"




