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Titlo: Conposition Opinfomnaire: The Student's Right to Write

Authiors:  Members of the Conmission on Composition, NCIE

Descrintion of the Instrument:

Purpose: To assess teachers' attitudes towards writing and the

teaching of writing,

Date of Construction: 1972

Piiysical Description: Part I of this opihionnnirc asks for sixteen

ftems of persounal, educational, and professional information, Part Il
is a Likert-type measure with fifty—five attitude statements like the

following:

Grades are the i.ost effective way of motivating students to
improve their writing.

In order to avoid errors in sentence structure, weak students
should be encouraged to write only short, simple sentences,

Students should have freedom in‘selecting the topics for thelr
composition.

Validitf, Reliability, and Normative Data:f-

| 1he Commission ou Composition obtained 328 reSponges from around
the country, but the sample was too limited and skewed toward college
teachexrs to prdvide a basis for normative data. No reliability data

are reported. The content vélidity of the opinfonmaire derives from

the expertness of the members of the Commission on Composition.
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COMPOSITIOMN OPINIONNAIRE

PART |
Please respond to the following questions:
1.~ NAME {Optional) L . SEX: M F AGE
2. Inwhat statels) have you done most of your teaching?
3. Inwhatstatsl(s) did you do your college work?
4, What Is the highest college degree which you hold?
5.  What s your colizge major? Minor?
8.  How many college credit hours beyond that degres Fave you earned?
7. How many college credit hours have you sarned in composition?
(semester hours) .
8, How many college credit hours have you earned in cours:s on the teaching of composition?
{semester hours)
9. How many collegs credit hours have you earned in courses on grammar?
- {semester hours)
10.  How many years of teaching experience have you had?
11, How many, if any, composition courses as such do you usually teach each semester?
12, What portion of a typical year of work Is devoted to the teaching of composition?
13, With what educational level have you had most experlence?
Lower Elementary Senior Hign
Upper Elementary College
Junior High Other
14. At what educationa! level do you now work?
Lower Elementary Senlor High
Upper Elementary College
Junior High - Other
16. Do you have assistance in evaiuating compositions?
Type of a«istance. '

o ,lnserviéé'

- What type of professional experiences in methods of teai.hlng of composition have vou had?" -
- Insntute‘ e «

| ”le ' o k L Date




COMPOSITION OFINIONNAIRE
PART (I

Directions

Check the column that most nearly represents your response to each of the statements that follow.

Strongly Agree means complete, definite agreement,
Agree means definitg agreement (nearly so).

Disagrev means definite disagreement (nearly so),
Strongly Disagree means complete, definite disagreement.

No opinion means just that (~o opinion either way and the response might be described as neutral),

Be sure to check in only one of the spaces for each statement.

1. Wrmng assignments should be more extensive than the specification of a
tople or list of topics.

2. The major obligation of instruction in composition is to help students
learn and practice the conventions of standard, educated English.

3. Grades are the most effectlve way of evzluating compositions.

4. In order to insure fafrnsss, specific ger.aities in yrades should be assigned
for mechanical errors in compositions—fur example, one point off for
each spelling error,

6. Composition programs in the elementary grades should be directed
primarily at encouraging students to self-expressfon.

6. Thera is little research evidence that knowledge of grammar and usage
will produce improvement in student writing. =~

7. By the time they leave high school afl students should be able to
distinguish clearly among the four forms of discourse: narration,
descriptlon exposition, and argumentation.

8. Grades are the most effective way of motivating students to improve
thelr writlng :

9 Correct Engllsh Is establlshed bv the Ioglcal grammatical relat!onshlps

: withln the Ianguage

10 Rhetorlc as it ls pertinent to the composition course concerns only the e
‘ manner of Writmg or speaklng, not the matter., o ey : o

5
N

Strongly Disagree

No Opinion




1.

12.

13.

14,

15,

16

17

18.

19.

20,

21

22

- 23

Successful writing Is achieved only i all themes are carefully corrected by
the teacher.

The techniques of writing and documenting a formal research paper
should be taught {n high school to all college-bound students.

Assignments during the last twr years of high school should require
primarily expository writing.

Film-making is a useful activity for the writin-\ course for teaching the
basic pr.nclples of composition,

Since composition is part of tha traditionat English course, writing
assignments should require the student to write exclusively about
titerature.

High school students who are able to consistently write correct Engtish
shou!d not be required to do further wark In composition,

Composition courses should include instruction in viewing film and
television and reading newspapers and magazinas,

High school students should be discouraged from using figurative

fanguage because their efforts at metaphor so often produce only cliches,

In order to avold errors In sentence structure, weak student's should be
encouraged to write only short, simple sentences.

Students should be required to prepare written outlines before they begin
writing expository papers,

Students can improve their writing by learning devices for strengthening
the continuity of thought from one sentence to the next,

Students should not be allowed to begin sentences With and, or, for, or
but,

Students should be discouraged from using the first person pronoun in

their compositions

o

Every good parbgfaph should have a conctudlng sentence ot "cnncher." i

The Engﬁsh course for ]unior hlgh school should Include a research paper; E

~ 50 that students can learn how to use the hbrary ar\d source materials for g
h I e s e

| Strongly Agree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

No Opini




28,

29,

30.

31

32

35

37

8

39

40

41

Jﬁ,ﬁ";reasonabiy well learned 1
: »for publlc readership

The experlence of composing can and should nurture the pupil’s quest
for self-realization and his nued to relate constructively to his peers,

Children and young adults, like other writers, compose largely for an
audience, and the response of this audience Is strategic in thelr growth
toward more mature literacy.

The teacher-pupil conference can and should ald the learner in finding his
strengths and encourage him in correcting some of his weaknesses.

Class and teacher comment on expository writing and other forms of
factual composing should emphasize content.

Growth in writing throughout a year's span and over still longer periods Is
marked by spurts rather than by equal or nearly equal increments.

. Teachers should write all the compositions that they assign to students.

. Students who speak freely, fluently, and effectively are generally good

writers,

Students should often “talk out’ thelr compositions prior to the writing,

. Composition programs in the elementary grades should be designed

primarily to help students learn to discipline their writing and develop
awareness of accepted standards of good prose.

Evaluation should be individualized; standards set for one student may be
inappropriate for othes students in the same class,

Teachers should correct efrors on students’ papers,

Students should ‘ewrite each paper regardless of the number or kind of
errors. ‘

Every error on a student’s composition should be indicated.
Able pupliis tend to explore different forms and styles of expression and

show more variation in quality from one written pfoduct to another than
do less able pupils.

Students shouid be asked to evaluate and grade therr own papers as well

‘as those of other students : -
‘Students should have ,freedom In selectlng the toplcs for thelr composl L

tlons 5 L ; . e S 2

Strongly Agree

Agree

Disagree

Strongly Zisagree

No Opinion
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46, If a malority of pupils in elementary and high school classes do not
produce voluntary writing, the composition program obvlously has too
many features threatening and destructive to a positive self-Image and to
potential for writing. .

47, Students’ oral tanguage should be corrected so that the correct forms will
appear in thalr writing,

48, The major purpose of evaluating compositions is to gulde individual
student growth and development,

49, Compositions written in class should never be given letter grades,
50, Students should be required to write at least one paper each week.

51. Growth in written self-expression depends In part upon a wide range of
first-hand experiences.

52. Instruction in composition should give students a clear idea of thelr ways
of compcsing. That is, students should be aware of what they go through
to produce writing. :

63. Correct English should be required of all students in the high school.

64, Creative dramatization, role playing, and pantomime are interesting
forms of release but have little effect on written composition.

B5. If students are giveri freedom In composing, they will discover various
types of writing for themselves,

Swongly Agree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

No Opinion
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