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‘At Northport ngh School, New York, the subject of
O human rlghts is dedlt with in g- tenth grade European Cultures studles

. ,courSe. The ten ueek unit -t ats the concept of ‘hpman rights.as uell
. as .historical and current cases focus1ng on basic liberties. 2s
students study. the individual cases involying human rights, they
.delve into the pofltlcal and soc1a1 background: of "the country ‘-~
1nvolved Stuflents compare similar situations in history, and '
T literature-and further explore 1ssuest1n small’ group. dlscusslons of
—_ read1ngs!°Each‘student is ‘réquired to/hrlte a thought or reaction,
paper as the'cilminating: unit activity. To add’a personal experlence
/dimension. to- the currlculum, extensive use is made of.resburce
speakers 1nc1ud1ng polmtlcal aa@,governmental ekperts, .
- representatives from socxal'actlon and religioust*groups, and local
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—-—“—teachersf-Student*lnvolvehent*takes*the “formof “school=wide programs

and displays, taped 1nterv1ews aﬁd correspondence wvith experts in the

field, participation: in local ‘socjal actlon projects, newspaper
writing, -and fdnd raislng. Studenis are eValuatedm@y tradi ional
-testing methods as well'as by indi idual assessment of 1nterest and
= L.motrvatlon—level (Authorzxsuy~w;a-~—n- vy e : .
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B What do you teach Iugh soho& students ‘about human rights? Do you deal -
directly:with issuds of individual liberties?: Do you tglk in Ifypbthetzcals( or
in realities? Do you d.r.scuss historical or current cases? lv'hac resource mate-
*rials do you use? ' ’
At Northport High 5chool Northpoz't New York, the .sub_;ec;t of human rights
is deglt with in a specially desigred unit, ‘entitled Human Rights. The unit is
b - part of the tenth grade European Cudture Studies cour'se,. and yas"deszgned by
- Howard Blue. For ten weeks students study the concept of hupan rights as well
as higtorical and currentecases focusing on basic‘WerCies At the conclusion
of the unit studejs are presented oppertunities to Wecome personally involved

in spec.lfzc ‘issuegiof - 1nd1v1dual rights. ;’.' . . -~

e - .
A HUMAN RIGHTS CURRICULUM . - o L -t to R .
. i ’
B Northport studen>9\ begin their study by exa,nining thei.r personal views
++ of basic human yights. Blue asks, students to ligt all the, ti&hts they believe
‘essefftial to a good 1ife. The students then dy the UniNersal Declaration
of Humnn Rights ‘and compare the rights named there wi¥i their own list. Some of
the concepts stated by the students are the same as those in’ .the.\,l')eclaration,
however,. %ccord,ing to Blue, some concepts such as "the right ‘te belong to a
Pree; ‘trade union" are rarely expressed by the studehts, while doncerns more *
immediate to young .eople, such as “the right to smoke and«drink’ are .fre-
quently meptionedt After this activity -one student wrgte, "I have t6 admit
th,{s ‘openly. I never knew fiere was such a thing as £if® Univer.sal Declaration s
of Human Rights." —
{ Issuee of human rights are then set in an historical context as studénts
read Antzgone.- A Conflict Between-Law and C&nsczence. (Wallbank and Mitchell,
"eds., 1969) 1In class discusslons st@]e‘nts_explore the broad issue of human

fverpus divine law gs they reffect on QPntigone's gonflict with King Creap.about
the byrial of her brothex's body. Thp class applies the principles of the .
ll° . Declaration of Human Rights to Antigone's situation. Because the case is so
' clear and yet so remote in time, the issues stand out sharply, and most stu~
dents recognize the bhsic,injustice of the situation. .
. The next class reading and discussion focuses on Conflict “of Values.
The Early Christian Martyrs. (Oliver and Newmann, 1967) After studying the .
ditenma of the early Christians, students art asked to consider the analofy
Yetween ;he Christiar/Roman con(lict and the contemporary conflict begween
our o ovgrnment and Jehovah's Witnesses or Black Muslims wh® refuse to
galute t e ‘Amexican flag. - ’ -
Movimg to more recent, cases, stqbents atudy the Egtuation of Silva
* Zalmanson, a Jewist Sdviet citizen who was first denied permission by the
Sqviet governmeént to emigrate to‘Israel, and then laterg with hex.husband and ‘a
grouy ¢f Jews, was arrested at the Leningrad alrport ai& accused of Attempting
\ to’ hijack an airplane. The ease is studied from two ‘points of vieéw: that
described. i $.0.5. Soviet Jewry, a newspaper published by the Student Struggle
for Saviet Jewry, and thd}v%rsipn presented in Soviet Jews: ‘Facts and Fiction,
a pamphlet distyibuted by the Soviet embassy. The® readings often lend to a
discussion of what conditions, if any, justify violence.
Blue reports that issues of this kinB are difficult for many students.

_ American students generdlly find if easier to agreg that & persgn in a | -
communist state has a moral right break.an unjust law, than to agree that
an American should obey his consciehce when"it conflicts with the law. One’
boy became upset sbout. the whole sfudy of human’ rights and left a quotation‘f

. on the teacher's desk which read, 'Conscience is but a word" that cowards, first
* devised to keep tha strong in awe.” s
To help students realize the immgdiate, world-wide implications of
human rights violations, Blue provides the gtudents with seyeral curtent case
histories of persons baing held in prisogs for their political or teligious
A . bellefs. 1nformation for these case histories is ubtained from materiql
» published by Amnesty International. '
LZ\ Ampesty ,International is a non-profit, international organization
devoted to assisting "people who are being held prisoner because of political
.or religious beliefs. Founded in Europe in 1961, Amnesty International Jnow
.has pver 70 chdpters in theé Udited States. when-information on a prisoner
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- of conscience is recetved by the organlzation, the referral is verified and
.organiz tion memburs are notified of. the prl»oner s situation. The members“
attempt to secure the release¢ of the prisoner through a postcard and letter
campaign tp officials of the government doncerned, To avoid domestic political
repercussiens, members may not pressure:o[ficials of their own government.

As stpdents study the individual cases from Amnesty International, it-
is necessary for them to delve into the political and social. background of
the codntry in which the prisoners are b¢ing held. Foi example,-in studying
the case of Jose Luis Prieto Rodriguez, whv was imprisoned in Spgin for pe&ng
a conscientfous objector, it was necessary for students to‘research the -
Spanish law, which relates to religious* freedom. ‘They also.explored the
political atmosphere of Spain and the religious sicuationcbf the country.

» " Blue's students have studied cases from countries all over the world:
Czechoslovakia, U.S.S.R.,-Nepal, Chad, Sierra Leone, and the United States.
Students usually focus on two or three cases. during the unit. 1In addition
to the necessE}y politicai and religiods background of the country, students
ofgen study the country's monetary system, social mores, geography,‘and
language. In response to this part of the unit one student wrotg, "I learned
a lot about world situations. I was surprised how ignorant I was about the
countries--the way they govern themselves. -I really didn't know what a
fascist government /was, what-a military coup was, and many ‘other things." 3

As these caSes are studied, 3tudents ar¢ encouraged to compare them <B
with the situations of Ahtigone aX3 the early ‘Christians. By comparizﬁ past
and present, and group and individual cases, studepts begin to develop an aware-
ness of the concepts involved in basic human rights. The issues are further -
explored in small 'group discugssions of readings such as Yhe- Diary of Ann
Frank, (Goodrich and Hackett, 1956), One DMy in the Life 6f Ivan Denisovich
:(Solzhenitsyn 1970), and My Tesrlmony (Marchenko, 1971). Consid&radble dis-
cussion i{s eligited from a class viewing of The Confesszon, a Costa'Gavras
film. - - .
fach student is required to write a thought or reaction paper a§ the
culminating activity for the Human Rights uniss Students are_ presented sev~
eral topic suggegtions such as this one: > o ,
# -
. In_the last 25 yesrs, Indonesia, the Uhited Statis, Greece, .
and other coyn{ries have {mprisoned people for bg }ong ng.to a
‘ Communist Pafry. A comsfion justification’has been that many d}
most, Communist parties favor the violent overthrow of non-
\Communist governments.’ Thus,*it is argued, Conmunjsts should
‘s« be imprisoned before the};ﬂﬁve an opportunity "to overthrow a ’
, government. In an essay Of 1-2 pages, tell why you agree or
digagree witi the above argument. !

N

USING RESOURCE SPEAKERS
A » o
" To add the dimension of personal':experience to the curriculum,.Blue
‘makes extensive tuse of resource speakers in his social studies Eiasses,
scheduling e speaker every two to.three weeks. While 9peakers are used - "
~hroughout the year, they are especvially meaningful togythe Humgn Rights unit, ’
Blue and his fellow‘teucher, Paul Lissandrello, wrote an article based on
thejr experiences entitled "Using Resource Speakers in the Classroom for
thefSoczaIDSCJence Record (Autumn 1973). -
‘ Speakers™ focusirg ‘¥n human’rights issues are draqn from many sources.
Political speakers are frequently invited to discuss specific issues; these
1Mde candidates for ofiice as well as €lected offitials. The teachers
f ound speakers to be more responsive to invitations when informed. there-would
be press coverage of- their appeatance.

Because of the ipternational focus of the students' human rights study,
representatives from foreﬁgn countries have also been invited to speak to the
students. Ope semester a British diplomat was “invited to speak to the class
on the Northern Ireland quastion., The British representative was followed by
a United Nations vice council from ‘the Republic of Ireland representing the
Irish point of view. The discusgion following each speaker was lively, causing
one student to remark, "I ‘sort of favored the-lrish but_each side has .good .
points to bring up. This issue isn't simple.” »

In addition to the political and overnmental qpeakers, teachers have
' invited representatives from many socia% act{on gtoups such .as Student Struggle .
for Soviet Jewry, Amnesty International, Ameritan Civil Liberties Union, '
Fortune Soclety (a prison reform group), and National Organization for .

ot . o,
) Small group explores cases i
*  'human rights issues. (Phto !

Wome Less reform-oriented groups such ab the Amer ican Legion' have also Students gather aﬁtet class:
provided speakers. Religiduys spokesmen often deal with issues of fundamental for further digcussion with
rights. ‘Among the more unusual religious speakers at Northport have been - guest speaker, Cyril.lovitt, .*

“representatives.from Jehovah's' Witpesses, young people from the Jesus move-
ment, and two young men from an Episcopalian friary. In choosing spegkers,
the teactiers have attempted to present a fair balance of all issues. —
Blue and Lissandrello have algo beenfalert to the availabilrtf of
speakers in their own midst. , The faculty member who 3erved as‘a volunkeer .
¢ drafe counseldr, the-elderly \eacher aide who worked aboard a.German ship .

An WJrld War I, the principal -and secretary who emlgrated to ‘America, a
teacher who served in the Peace Corps, and a student's father who recently
visited mainland China--all provided imsightful, per!onal dimensions to »
questions of 'basic humap rightg'

Q To usé §peakers to the best advantage, stud,nts are carefully prpared

deputy counsel general of -
the {nited Kingdom,. (Photo -
*by Newsday,«1972)

L g

[: l(: eir appearances. Usually a preparatory discussion is held by the students %/ .
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the day before a guest speak55 For example. before the British and Irish
representatives spoke. the class studied the Northern Ireland Spegial Powers
Act. Sfudents were ready with pointed questions about the Icgislgtion

. Blue and Lbssandrello have found it useful to consult with the speakers
before their appearances to explain specifically what they wish the guests
to discuss. Sometimes speakers wish to evangelizé rather than present inform- R
ative material, and a prior discussion with the speaker can help prevent that
- problem, Speakers are also told*what kind of questions students may ask, thus
enabling them to gather informqtion or material which might be helpful in
answering the questions.
Bringing people with minority or controversial views into the alassroom
as speakers has potential dangers. In anticipation of any problems which
might arise, Northport teachers have made it a policy to inform tbe school
administrat‘on of. each speaker's appcarance and to receive approval for-his
s visit; no speaker has been refused. Teachers have also invited skeptrical
Jpecple, ‘including parents, to attend sessions and sit in .on ‘difcussions.
The'guest speakers have provided students with a wide variety of views
. on Questions of individua] liberties: o

-
.

Student-s1tt1ng in a mock
‘prison Cell one of the
displags at the commemoration
ppogram. (Photo by
Northport(Observer, 1973)
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GETTING STUDENTS INVOLYED____ " R } LI
v

Believingsthat human rights issues will become more meaningful if stu-;
dents become personally involved in specific questions, E_ee provides/oppor-
tunities for persopal commitment. The kinds of activitiesYand levelﬁ of -
commitment are varted to appeal to all qtudents St@dents are not required
to participate in any of the activities,

On December I0, 1973, students in the Human Rights Unit held a program
and display in. the central lobby of Northport High School to/commemorate the
25th anniversgry of the signing of the Universal Declaratio f Human Rights.
One of -the digplays. was a mock prison cell which a studefit confined herfelf
to symbolize thé pnisonerS of ‘conscience held’ ;hroughdﬁt the world. The locql
press was inwited'to the commemoratién and gave the event media ‘coverage. .,

* -* Varjous students have taped interviews with peopie who are personally
involved in\issued,of basic rights. Five students interviewed a psychiatrist

. who lobbied 'at the meet'ing of the World Congress f Psychiatrists in*Mexico =
City a few ygars ago on behalf of a resolution co demning Soviet use of
mental institutions to incarcerate politigal dissi dents. Recently, two sopho-

* metes interviewed a cousin'of Ann Frank who 'lives in the Northport ar :
This: semester students will rhterview a local resident whose family h
experienced political persecution in Brazil.w Goples-of these taped inter-
views are kept in the school's . librarx ltstening center.

Northport students also have ﬁnd-¢pportunities—toqparticipate in several
Amnesty International projects.: After the class has studied the case his -

. tories of prisoners of conscilence probided bx Amnesty International, indi-
vidyal students may participate in thenpostcard.campaigns sponsored by the ~
organization. A spudent chooses the prisoner or prisoners he wishes to help,
then writes courteously worded postcirds to selected officials of thc govarn-

. ment ‘holding the person, requesting -his release.

Often students receive no reply to their corresﬁondence nor any infor-

'mation on the prisoner with whom they are’ c&ncerned. However: on at least -
one occasion, a'prisoner for whom the stndents worked has cbeen released. A - ..
student who participated in that. card campaign described the experience, "T
wrote for thg release of Dr. Helg}sPetschik and she was recently released.
Whether or hot my letter helped it made me ftel good knowing that I might

* have helped, even ‘a little."” -

* , some students choose to direct thelr concern fo; political prisoners
to local newspapers. Several students have written letters Lo the media
explaining the situations of certain prisoners.of conscience. These letters

_“generﬁlly appear in the newspaper and give’ students a more #Hrect reward for
their effort than they might get fyom writing postcards

After a visit from the executive director of Amnésty International,
Northport students organized the first high school chaptgr o} ¢fe organiza- 0
tion in the Ynited States. The 40-plus members of the organtZzation have )
continugd to conduct posthrd campaigns for stlected prisoners and.each year ' -
adopt three prisoners to whom ghey, give special assistancf In some instances
the students have y#ised money to help the prisoner's family until his release.

) The group ‘also attempts to meet with embassy officials or United Nations. ‘

representatives of the involved couitry, to pe sonally requeqt the prisoner's
relkase.

* ' Because of their involvement with specific cases and with issues of [
human rights in general, students have been asked te speak on the subject
Two years ago, three sophomores were interviewed on a tocal college radio
station about their work. Sevpral others were interviewed for a broadcast
over Radio Free Europe in which they described their class and their personal
involvement with prisoners of conscjefe. - ’ .

All- of the activities én which students participate have served to !

make issues of human tights more meaninsfui to e students, but a study
sych as Human Rights is difficult to evdluate; Blue Wses traditional testing
methods to assess the students' completion of the assfgned, reading materials.
However, he.also uses other measures to-assess student interest and mot
tion levels, Thesec measdres may. include the number of postcnrds or letters )
written, number of sndividual field trips taken, and number of interviews »
completed. Thése\assessments are taken into coazqunation in the -final
evaluation. Students recelve traditional grades for tﬂeir work in the ,
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STUDENT REACTIOY . : 3 \ "o : vgard Blue, ¢+ y

- . : L N NoXthport High School ’ ‘
8 What a studept gainé from the Human Rights Unit is highly personal, Laurei Hill Road
’ dePEHdins to a great extent on his background, maturity, gnd level of com- Northport, Long Island N Y. l|768 * .

mitmept. ~ However, 1n comments writtm by the atudents after-completing the

courge, ‘two kinds of reagtions, seem to dominate itheir stateménts. - - Mater-iafs for the Human R‘ths Unit:* :-‘

Firstl many students acknowle.dged that this was the first time tl’ley A , ‘e °
had given' any thought tos questions of human rights Two students wrote;" - - . Goodrich, Frances and Alberf Hackefy. = v.
. j N ~ & . Oiary of Anne. Frank. WestmInster, ‘
o ” { 1 nevex-'really thought® about human righ;cs. before I had’/tbis . o Md-= Raftdot HOUSG. lnc., |956-
RN course, But studying about pridoners such as Daniel Cabrita,
~ " Anatoly,Marchenko, and Jjose Prieto really opened _up my eyes to ¢ | Marchenko, Anafolﬁ\ My Tesﬁmn.)'- *
. the prdblems.. _ . ) . * « New York: Banfan'rlsooks, Inc.,
[P, . * ) ? ; 1970.
. I thought I knew all gbout the si:uation in the’U.»S % R., I o ) )
. but after reading My Testimeny by Anatoly March nko, I realized d * Ollver, Donald W. ahd Frea’,M. Newmann. '
how little.I knew. . _ T e | "Conflict of Values: The-Early
—_— “ . ) . *.  Christian Martyrs" In Religious
‘ A second reSponse came from students who participattd in the pexsonal ’ Freedom:” Minority Fajiths and -
involvement opportunities offered Within'the unit. Fob the}e, students, the . Majority Rule. Columbus,’Ohlo: '** N
axperience seehed to open new avenudg of thought about the i‘tizen s role . American Edpcation Publ_lcaﬂons, ) =
in his world, Meral etudents, 1ike the following writer \ left the course - |967, pp. Kl6.» .. to
convinced of the need. to become personally involved,in sit.xations which N -
challenge basic” concepts ef individual liberties. i - . Solzhenlfsyn, Alexander. One Day in
v . .
. : the Life of Ivan Oenigovich: " New -
" s Before we began :hh AtudV\I didn't think thqro was' arg_thing York: Banfam’Books, lnc., 1970.
t Jorte individual could do!to fight the wrongs that fiad been done. § : .
. ". But 1've learned thut a,small group was sable to adcemplish some- . I Wallbank T. N' and R. MH‘chell‘, eds. -
. 'thing because we worked with many others toward a common;goal. °# -~ 8 "Anﬂgone.‘ A Confilct between Law -
©It! s\very fulfilling to knov. that your voice can be heard. o Wt and Conscience" 1n World History: R
- , h * F - The Clash of Idéas. Glenview,«I11.:"
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ED 080 420 - A Guide to Human Rights Edlication. Bulletin 43. 152 ppf N , ! .
T ® { §-MF-$.65. "Avallable from Natlional Councll. for Social ! - . LT » .
< E Studles, 1201 Sixtéenth St., N.W., Washingtom, D. C. 20036, ; -
{ $2.25." “Background information and teachlirg ..uggesﬂons are . . . : o » o -
o offered in this guide for Implementing human rlghfs {ddas ” , L .
2 . In gxisting soclal studles currlcu,],,a at.'the. ekemenfary and. / * . HOWTO ORDER EH!C DOCUMENTS -
L - secondary grade levels. A . S . —
£D 078 3‘22 Understandi Int zel ti 32 MF' 5.65 . The complete document may be ordered?rom'
: nderstan ng Intergroup Relatjons. PPe  * . s,
. " Hardcopy avafiable from Natlonal Educatlon Assodiation, ™ . E%ICDD:‘:“"‘ t Reproduction Servnce\
1201 Sixteenth St., N.W., Washington, 0. C. 20036. Various . Be&he‘srda:;\’levll'arvland 20014 N
aspects of Intergroup.reiations and how to teaash concepts O e N

,of lnfergroup relaﬂons in the classroom are presented. Order by ED number agd spacify whather you xar)t

T rdcopy, hotoraprodyction of the grigihal
E0 073 011 - Intérgroup Relations Curriculum. Program Report. 29 pp. .. @ "aofm‘fz,o'?féh‘:&,: tordprodyction of fhe grgikall. ..
. . MF-$.65, HC-$3.29. ’This Is a description of a one-year, : . MF. you need a microfiche reader, avajlable dt ¢
= . - - ' elementary soclal studles program for use.as the basis of : ) . most libraries. Payment must accompany orders .
v S . curriculum or to sapplément an existing’program. . The ) under $1000 anda 50¢ handling charge must be ; :
‘y ',. iong-term goal is for sfudenfs to degyelop democratic human . . » ) added 10 hllorders. '
e : re.laﬂons. & . . Yoo . N . B ’ ‘ )
. \ ) N v - i ol - e . ¢ :
ED- 069 012 - Frisndship Patterns in Multi-Cultural Groyp: Internatmnal * s ]
K - Communication at the Personal Level. 28 pp. WF-$.65, ) ‘ v ' : : . , .
' ' _HC-$3.29. This paper examines the process of Interpdgsonal “  1f you knbw of ﬁ]er significant practicés write )
. !«communlcaﬂon across cul‘tural boundaries, through a combina=- - ,  aone page description, including the namp ‘and
A S tion of the cross-culfural appr‘oach and fhe Inferpersonal . ) : address of a person to contact for further .
- Tt aPPmach o o . ' : - ’ - information, and send to‘
- A ... : Ve e ' , 5 v . PROFILES OF PROMISE *
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