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at the time of the initial survey contact, when the girls were high
school sophomores, or at the time: of the 'second contact 2 years

" later. Expectations appeared to be slightly more integrated than
aspirations in both years for whites. Generally, the association
between marital-family orientations and'career or educational
aspirations and expectations tended not to increase inversely. The
associations which did change were: (1) for whites, the association
of desired .age of umarriage to occupational aspirations and the
association of expectation to work outside the héme to occupational
~and educational expectations; and (2) for blacks, the association
between fertility expectation and education expectation. (KM)




ED 091090

UNREALISTIC DEVELOPMENT OF FRAMES OF ASPIRATIONAL REFERENCE OF
' NEGRO AND WHITE GIRLS: A REFUTATION OF POPULAR THEORY**

u S.EDDEUPC:I:TOMNENTOFHEALTH, h byAnn Ihoml
& WELFARE Iy
NATIONALINSTITUTE DF Kathe n ty

EDUCATION Texas A&M University

THIS DOCUMENT Hag
BEEN REPRO
PEEcEpgnsxAcTLv AS RECEIVED FROM
o SON OR ORGANIZATION ORIGIN
NG IT POINTS OF vigiw Or OPINIONS
NECESSARILY ngp
SENT OFFICIAL NAYIONALINSTITUEY.EROEF-

-EDuraTioN POSITION OR PoLICY

Paper presented at the annual meeting of the Rural Sociological Society,
Denver, August, 1971. The research reported in this paper was supported
by the Texas Agricultural Experiment Station as a contribution to TAES
research project H-2611 and USDA (CSRS) project S-61, "Human Resource
Development and Mobility in the Rural South." The author wishes to thank
Dr. William P. Kuvlesky, Texas ASM University, for his conmstructive
‘critique and suggestions.

*Contents not to be cited without permission of the author.

** Techinical article number of the Texas Agricultural Experiment Station.

Katheryn Ann Thomas is research associate in the Department of‘Agricultural'
" Economics and Rural Sociology, Texas A&M University, College Station, Texas.



Introduction

Sociologists prominent in the‘fieid of occupational aspiration
research have st%essed the lack of viable theory-tp,explain and predict
status attainment (Haller and Miller, 1963), particularly the inability to
explain the developmental process,.per sé (Kuvlesky, 1970; Cosﬁy and
Legefe). Compbunding and contributing to'the latter is the 1a¢k bf'effort
to test that theory whidh does exist. Wﬁile sociologisté‘have debated for
a decade or more the relative.merits of theories which chafacferize the
occupational choiée process as a rational decision-making process {Ginzberg,
1951; Super, 1953, 1957) or a5 essentially adventitious (Katz and Martin,
1962), few have attempted'empiripal résearch-which was designed to rééolve
the argument or which woﬁla rlarify and supplement these theories;

This paper reports findings from a two-year panel study of status
projection devglopment during late adolescence -- a period which compfised,
for prqBably m;st of the youth in the sample, the 1atter part Ef the pre~
work stage of their development. The paper is sequential to-a related
analytical effort by the authorfand Essociate (Thomas and Jacob, 1970)
regarding occupational and edugationa;'aspiratioﬁs and exﬁecfagions of
‘rural boys. This previous analysi§ faiied.to suppoff the notion that |
occupational anq educational status projéctions become progressively more
realistic during this staée of yo;th's development.

The present anaiysis dealé with the status projections of rural girls.

Unlike the previous. one, it focuses on a factor which has been neglected
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in status p;ojection,reéearch but which woula be .an essential élement of
the rational decision-making process as it pertains to occupational and
other status-role choice:. céngruency or integration of status projections
within a frame of aspirational ar énticipated reference. This coﬁcept
seems especially critical to uhderstanding the occupational-choice process
of females. The study focuses specifically on the-integration of girls'
occupational and eduycational aspirations and expectations to their

projections regarding marriage and future familial status-roles.

O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



RELEVANT THEORY {an RESEARCH-

"Frame of aspfrational reference' 1s a logical derivative of the
concept, ''status-set' (See Merton, 1957). Since individuals hold.a
numﬁer of positions or statuses simultaneously, it is probable that youth
will orient themselves towards not one but a number df future statuses.
Théy would, therefore, told a set of status goals, more or les; inte~-
grated and differentially valued -- in Merton's terminology, "a frame 6f
aspirational reference."

This concept has especial relevancg to ﬁhe étatus attainment process,
beéause in order to prediét specific goal;oriented behavior? one éhould,
~not only Have knowledge of the definition of an individual's goél towards
a specific status, but hig.goal definitiﬁns.towards othér statusas, how
his-pursuit of the other'goalg may confliék-with his pursuitlof the specific

'goai in que;tion and vice versa, and the differential value he places on
"his various goals. .The concept, frame of aspirational referénce, has
especial relevaﬁce to the developmental process of 'status prLjectiéns,
because the frequently postulated increasing réalisﬁ of yoﬁth would entail
greater integration of the goals in an aépiratioﬁal set so that pursuit
of oﬁe would not conflict wiph pursuit oflanother. Primacy would be
granted the .goals most valued, and other goals would be redefined as
- necessary to effect their accommodation to those more valued.

'The status attainment pfocess of’females offers a striking example

of How pursuit of some goals, such as marriage and children,~would.con4

flict with the pursuit of others, such as career and educaticn. Normative

'El{lC
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behavior according to societal prescfipfions that a woman ke a wife -and
méther and grant pfimacy to the wife-mother roles conflicts wiphlthe
commi tment requisité to preparing for, establishing, andwmaintaiping a
career -- at leést if the fémale is to compete effectively in the labor
market. It seems likely that aé girls approach adulthood and the time of
decision-making, they will bectme more cognizant of the dilemma that will
be facing them and, if the process of occupational or other status~role
choice is indeed a ratiénal one, they will atﬁempt to realiétically in-
tegrate these goals.' | |
Past research demonstrates rural teenage girls project rather high
occupational and educational attainment.1 Such projections- are often
unrealistic in view 9f prescribed marital—fémily.staﬁus—rbles and,.aé
previous research suggests, in light cf the girls' own maritalffamilf
(aspirations and expectations (Kuvlesky, Obordo and Preston,_l969; Thomas,
‘1971). For most of the girls, realistic intégration_of.their goalé‘would_
'entaiL :eaefinition and accommodation of egoistic, achievement goals to
aspired marital-family status-roleé. 'While for some accommodation may
work in the con&erse ~- that is, marital~family goals may be redefined
.in order té‘accommodate career. or educational goals -- it is likely that
" as ﬁost gi;ls grow older, they become more'cognizént of the normat;ve_
Mfeminine" role, more influencéd by pressures to conform té this role and,

consequently, more familially than career oriented.

lSee'annotated bibliogréphies'by Kuvlesky- and Pelham, 1969, and
Kuvlesky and Jacob, 1968, respectively, for a brief description of many
of these research efforts and their findings.
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The principal cbjective of this study is to explore if the status
projections of girls do become moré reélistic in that they becomg more
integrated during late adolescence, as the youth approach adulthood and
the time of decision-making. Specifically, it‘is hypothesized that as
girls redefine their mafitalffamily aspirations tp mean a greater projected
commitment to mafriage and familial status—rplesg the lower their occupa-
tional and eaucational goals will become. Indirators of such redefinition
of'ﬁarital?family goals to be used in this study are: decrease in desired
age of marriage, increésa in numbéf of children desired;‘decrease in
desire to work outside the ﬁome after marriage, increase in va;ue of
desire to marry and réise’a'family‘relative to other goals.

Following the example of a number of other_sociolpgists, aspirations
are distinguished from expectations (Kuvlesky and Bealer, 1966). Extending
this distinction to the concept of status-projection set,.one may speak of
a "frame of anticipated réferenée” (i;em, seté of expectatiomns) as well as
a frame of aspirational reference (Pelhaﬁ, 1969 . i

Theoreticaliy, expectations should reflect perceived barriers to
g;al attainment more thah aspirations, and inéreased cognizance of probaﬁle
goal-blockage is, thué, more likely to be feflected iﬁ change in expecta-

tions than in change in aspirations. As youth become aware of the con-

- flicting demands of disparate goal ﬁhrsuit,,one‘wduld'expect more change

towafds‘fealiétic integration within frames of anticipational reference
than within frames of aspirational reference. This proposition will be
tested usiﬁg the following indicators of marital-family expéctaticns:
Number of children expected and eﬁpectation to work outside the home after_

marriage.
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A number of sociologisté have studied aspirations and/or expectations
Qithin several goal areas simulténeously. (5ee among others: Kuvlesky and
Thomas, 1971; Pelham, 1968; Kuvlesky and Tipham, 1967; Youmans, 1965
Drabick, 1963; Middleton and Grigg, 19533 Mnxlana, 1960; Sperry and Kivertt,
1964 échwarzweller, 1960). Howéve%, almpst all of the studies‘haye been
limited to occupational and educational projections, and few of thg aﬁthors

“have anaiyzed their results in terms of £he congrﬂency or integration pf
these projections. (A notable exceptiom is Pelham, 1968.) Viewed in this
perspective, the findings of at 1éast two studies Suggest'thatlanticipated
frames of reference may tend to be more infegrated than aspirational.frames
of reference (See Drabick, 1963; Schwayzweiler; 1960; and Pelham's inter-
pretétion of their results, 19685. H0wévef,“there'is_virtually no_eviéence
extant regarding whether or not youth's aspirations and/of expectations
become more integrated as the you;h mature ana none, to the author's
‘knowledge, regarding integration of the specific status areas of concern.in
this paper; marital-family vs..occupational and educatidnal.projections.

Racevis used as an analytical control variable in tﬁis analyéis,

"because Negro and white youth havé been found to hoid different orientations
towards occupa£iona1 and educational achievemeﬁt ana marriage and their
families pf procreation. Negro.girls, in the rural South at ieast,.appear
to desire and.anticipaté less commitment to futqfe marital-family status-
roles in that-they are more promne towards working dut;ide tbe home after
children and accord marital-family goals less importance relative to other

géals than"white girls (Kuvlesky, 6bordo,iénd'Preston,~1969;.Thomas; 1971).

.Genérally, Negro girls have been found to have somewhat lower occupatibnal
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aspirations and somewhat higher educational aspirations and expectations than

white giris (Kuvleéky, 1969:8).

METHODS

The Sample

The saméle is composed of Negro and white girls from rural East Texas.
The'girls were Questioned in 1966, when'they were high school sophomores,
and again inv1968, regardless of their séhool status at thét time. Eighty-
nine percént of the original sample was recontacted in 1968. . Only. the girls,
who were inte%viewéd_both in 1966 apd‘1968 are included in this study.
Because ethnicity and maritél sfatus are likely to be factors influencing'
marital-family 6rientations, Mexicén—American and married.béys and girls
have been excluded from tﬁe sample.’

Evidence of a geﬁeral similarity in the 1966 marital-family projections
6f the girls who were and who were gg£ recontacted in 1968 (as indicated
by the low association.between orientations and recontact status, Appendix
Table 1) suggests the failu:e tovrecontacl a small portion of .the girls
did not gigpificéntiy alter the quality of-the.sample. Aithough many of the.
youth not recontacted had dropped out of school, a factor which may
significantly have affected their 1968 oriéntatiéns, it is likely that thése
girls subsequently married and, thus, would not have been eligible for
inclusion in this study anyway.

All of the youth resided in rurai,2 East Texas at the time of the first

2 The countiésin.the sample area were classified 100 percent rural in
1960 U.S. Census. None were adjacent to metropolitan areas.-



interview, and the large majority haintainéd simi%ar residence in 1968;
The sample area was also characterized by low medign family incomes3 and .
a large Negro-population.

The family backgrounds 6f the Negro and white girls were markedly
different in certain respepté, reflécting differences found between'Negro
and white communities genefaliy. The Negro girls came from lower socio-
econqmic backgrouﬁds than the whites,. their families were much larger and
more often characterized by parental absence ‘and marital instability

(Appendix Table 2).

Instruments

In 1966 all of the yoﬁth were administered questionnaires. in school
~in akgroup setting. Most of the youth were questioned in similar manner
in 1968; IThe majority.of youth wﬁo had to be.contacted individually were
given p;rsoﬁal interviews; a few.had to be mailed questiomnaires.

Occupational aspirationé and expectatioﬁs were elicited by open-
_ended quesfions which requested the respondents to state thé occupation that
they would most like to attain during their lifetime "if they were completely
free to choose"'and the occupation that they really eﬁpected to attain.
The responses have been categorized as follows: (1) Professional; (2)
Clerical-sales and skilled; (3) Semi~ and unskilled.

Similar questions were used to elicit educational aspirations and
'expeCtaﬁions. Howéver, they were structured wheréby the respondents choée

' one .among several alternative responses ranging from ''quit high school®

3_Median family incomes in the samplé counties ranged from $1,737 to
$2,451 per year.



to ”cqllege'plus additional study.”

Desired age of marriage was obtained from an open-ended questien which
asked tbe respondent to staté the age at which she 'would like to get married."
The responses have been groupéd into three categories: (1) 19 or le;s'—-
representing the girls who desired to marry almost immediately after
finishing high school; (2) 20-22 -- representing those who desired to wait
a few)years, perhaps allowing themselves time to pursue egoistic goals, such
as voéatioﬂal education_bf junior college or a clerical of similar level
:career; (3) 23 or over -- fep;esenting those who may have been allowing
themselves time to finish college or become well established in a career.

Tb elicit fertility projections, the respondents were asked how many
children they wanted and how many they expected to héve.' Strﬁctdred
'alternaﬁive responses ranged from "none" to "é or more".

Inbanswer to duestions regarding their desire; and expectations to '
work outside the home after mafriage, the girls were requested to choose
one-of the following alternatives: L e

1. Not Qork outside ;he home at all.

2. Work part-time until I have a child.

3. Wo;k full-time until I have a child.

4. Work Eart-time'eveﬁ after I have childfen;,

S. Work full—timé even after I have children.

To eiicit'relatiye importapce of marital-fémily goals, the girl§
were asked to raﬁk their deSife‘”to get‘married and raise a family" and
six othe: goals.—— i.2., occupational, educatioﬁal, leisure-time, money,

place of residence, and material possessions -- by order of importance to
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themselves. The responses have been grouped into three categories: High

(rank of 1 and 2); Moderate {rank of 3-5); Low (rank of 6 and 7).

Design for Analysis

Both aggregate and individual 1eveis of analysis are utilized. The
-fifst to describe general patterms in framés of'aspirational and anticipated
reference; tﬁe second for more preciée stafisgical'testing.

The analysis will consist of: (1) a brief description of the girls'
status projections in 1966 andlhow they changed in 1968; (2) looking at.the.
aésociation between marital-family status projections and occupational .
'and educational projections at the two dif%erent points in time; (3)
looking at the relatioﬁship betweedAindividuél cﬁange in marital-family
projections and concomitant change, if any, in occupational and educétional
projections, fo&using particulaflj on the girls‘who evinced high occupational

and educational aspiratiohs and expectations in 1966.

ANALYSIS

Status Projections as High School Sophomores

3

The aggregate distributions of the status projéctioﬁs thé girls
evinced when 'they were initially coﬁtacted as high school sophomores reveal
a_general lack of integration Eetween their occupational and edhcational
aspiratibns and exﬁectations and their aspirations and expecta;idns régardingA
marriage and future familial étatuses and roles. _(See Summar§ Table 1 and
the more detailed distributions in Appendix Tables 3 to 12.)‘ |

For the white girls, the lack of integration appeared slightly more

pronounced in regard to aspirations. About half or more of the girls,
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Table 1. Summary of Salient leferences and Slmalarltzes in Glrls' Orlentatlons
in 1966 and 1968 by Race. : :

White Negro

Orientations 1966 ¢ 1968 1966 1968
Occuoatlonal. ~ 5 -
% Desiring Professional - 59 59 : _ oo 55
% Expecting Profe551onal 42 35 - 55 40
Educational:
% Desiring College : L6 - 49 55 61
% Expecting College = 34 - 33. : ' 56 -39
Marital-Family® ' . . ’ v
Mean Age of Marriage Desired 21.6 21.2 22.6 22.2
% Desiring to Marry at : :
hge 22 or less 77 74 47 - 61
% Desiring to Marry at . ‘ : ’
Age 20 or less * L3 .o - 25 24
Mean No. Children Desired 3.0 2.9 : 3.0 2.9
% Desiring 2 or more ° ' :
Children 97 97 95 95
% Desiring 4 or more B -
- Children 32° - 39 - 39 38
Mean No. Children Expected 3.1 ' 3.1 3.1 . .- 3.0
% Expecting 2 or more o
Children = - 99 98 93 92
% Expecting 4 or more : ' ,
Children 30 33 . 39 ' 37
% Desiring to Work Outside : -
Home after Marriage 85 83 90 : 89
% Desiring to Work Outside . '
Home After Children 17 10 52 - 43
% Expecting to Work Cutside . :
Home After Marriage 86 89 83 - 78
% Expecting to Work Outside .
Home After Children 28 28 53 28
Mean Rank of Family Goals 3.7 3.6 ‘ 5.2 4.9

% Ranking Marital-Family ‘
Goals High _ 31. . 41 12 - 4.
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régardless of race, aspired to professional occupations and a college
education (Table 1). .Yet the.majority aesired to ﬁarry in their eariy
twentiés;-almost hélf.ﬁf the white.girls prior to age 21. Virtually all
desired'at.least 2 éhildren; as many as a third desired 4 or more. While -
‘it may be possibie to combine career.and famiiiai roles to attain allvof
these goéls, the overwhelminglmajgrity of the.ﬁhites indicated fhey did not
aspire to do so as long as children were in the hqme. Despite ﬁhis desired
devqtioﬁ to the mother role, however, most of the whiﬁe-girls'did not rank
familial goalé high relative to others.'

Some of the white girls’.expectations were different than their
' aspirations, producing Qhat appears to.be slightly more integration between
expectations than aspirations. The white girls occupational énd educational
. expectations were sﬁbstantially lower than their aspirations, their fertility
eXpectations agbout the same as their fertility aspirations, their expectation
to work outside thé home slightly greate% thég,desire.

For the Negro girls, the geﬁeral lack of integration of aspirations
. appeared slightly less than for whites. In the aggregate, their marital-
family aspifatiohs appear<to have been mgré aligned with their high 6ccupational
and educational aspiratidns. Whereas the latter were as high or higher than
the white girls’', in general the:Negro girls desired to marry later and as
many as one-half'desired to work outside the home after having a chiid,
Neyertheless,_a significantly large pfqportion of Negro girlg remains who
expressed no desiré to sacrifice the mother—role:for a career.  In éontraét,
‘to this large.proportion, however, almost noge of the Negfo girls ranked

marriage and familial goals high relative to education and career.
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Thg aspirations and expectations of the Negrqes tended to be more
similar than those of the whites. The greatest difference was that fewer
expected than desired to work_outside the home. Generally; the Negro

girls' expectations appear no more integrated than their aspirations.

<

Change in Projections After 2 Years

- There was ggnerally little change in the aggregate distributions of the
status projections from 1966 to 1968 (See Summary Table.i and Appendix
Tables 3 to 12); suggesting little change generally in integration of f;ames
of aspifational dr anticipated reference. |
The aggregate distribﬁtions revealed a glight decrease in 1968 in

whites' and Negroes’.desires to work outsidebthe home after chiléren,
but tbe white girls showed no commitant 1§wéring of.occupational goals.
1f anything, this suggests slightly less, not greater, integration in frames
of aspirational,reférencé as_the thte girls matured. Ihe'decreaée in
Negro girls' desire to work outside the home was accompanied by a slight
de;reasg in the proport&oﬁ aspiring to professibnal careers. However,
the proportion of Negroes desiringvto marry at age 22 or less decreased
suEstantially in 1968, while the éroportion aspiring to graduate frém '
college increased slightly.

~ Aggregate comparisons indicate no significant change in integration
_of‘expectations for either the white or Neéfo girls over ihe Z—yéar period. :
Although in.l968 fewer Negro girlé'expected high occ&pational-and educational
attainment, fewer also expected to work butside the home after marriage and
after children. |

If girls' occupational and educational aspifations and expectations
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did become more integrated witb their-marital~family projections over time,.
one would expect the association betweeﬁ occupational or educational
projec;ions'and marital-family orientation to have become more negative
or inverse. That is, oné would expect yquth‘who-evinced,a ﬁhigh" maritél- )
family orientation (i.e.,-ﬁhigh" meaning desire for early marriage, a
large faﬁily, not to work outside home, and high ranking. of marital;
family-éoals) to have had sigpificantly lower occupational and educational
aspiratiéns and exﬁectations thah those who showed-a lower mari;alh
family orientétion, and that this inve?se association wogld have increased
with time. ' (In reference to the specific marital-family projections
studied, one would expect an incréaée in the following correla;ionslwith
occupational and educatidnal aspirations andﬁgxpectatioﬁs;

desired age ;f marriage -- positive

fertility projections -- negative

projections for'work outside the home -- positive
rank of family goals -- negative)

Statistical analysis reveals few significant changes in this direc- ~
tion =- generﬁlly, marital-family‘orientation was notvsignifiéantly
associated with occupétional or.educatipnal projection in 1966 or 1968

(See Summary Taﬁles 2 and 3). The white:giris Qho desi?ed to'postpone
marriage to a later date than moét'of their counferparté did have higher
6céupaffbnal aspiratiéns, and the whites whokanticiéated,a greater commitment
to work outside the ho@é giinced higher occupational and edﬁcational
expectations;_‘However, there were two instances for the wﬁite girls

where qbéerved associations ran counte; to ;he hypp;hesis. The expected
association-between desired age 6f mafriage and educational aspiration .

and between fertility expectation and educational expectation appeared in

1966 but not in 1968.
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For the Negro girls, a moderately-high inverse correlation was found

between fertility expectation and educational expectation in 1968 which did
. not appear in 1966. This finding is gignific;nt.for it suggests a

‘sybstantial lowering of the Negroes educatiomal expectations in 1968 might

have been influenced in part by change in fertility expectations.

Relationship of Change in Occupational and Educational
Status Projections to Change in Marital-Family Projections

Despite the similarity of the aggregate distributions of responses in
1966 and 1968, substantial proportions of individuais did change their
aspi;ations and expectatiohs 6ver the 2-year period (Appendix Table 13).
Table 4 summarizes results of statistics analyéing to what extent the change
in marital-family‘projections was accompanied by ghange of the predicfed
direction in occupational and educatidnal status projecﬁions. Thaﬁ-is;
to determine if the girls who increased ;mphasis on future marital-family
status—roles,_or‘increased mérital-family orientation, (i,e,, deéfeasea

desired age of marriage, increased fertility aspirations and expectations,

decreased aspiration and expectation to work outside the home, and increased

rank of marital-fémily goals) weré mdre likely to decrease their occupational
andléducational projections than the girls th did not increase their
marital-family orientation. |

As shoyn, the association appeared significant only as it pertained to
éhange in-educational aspiration. White girls who raised their desired agé
of marriage_and desire to work outside the home tended to also raise their

educational aspiration. Negro girls who increased the rank importance

~of their marital—faﬁily goals accompanied this change with a lowering of
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educational aspirations. ' : -

Beéause'a high maritgl-family,oriéntétion is more likely to interfere
Qith professional-ﬁareer and college attainmeﬁt, the girls who.aspired to
such attainmeﬁt in 1966'wefe isolated from the rest for analysis (Table 5).
Ih mény cases, substanfially large proportions of‘the girls_who increased>
their marital-family orientation from 1966 to 1968 gave up their profes-
sional-career and college aspirations énd expecfationé; TheAAata suggest
thaf increaée in relative valuation, or rank impﬁrt, of marital-family
goals was quite frequeﬁtly'aééompaniea by, and,s thus, méy have been
especially influential in, thé decrease of the occupational aspirations
of thése white girls and the educationai aspiratiéns of both these Negroes
A and whites. .Decrease in éxpectgd involvement in work outside the home
also was frequently accompanied by, and, thus, may have beén especially .
influential in, the decrease of the occupatiénal and educational expectations
of thesg Negro girls. Indeed, ﬁhe lowering of their expectations.fo wgrk
outside.the home was almost alwayslaccompanied by a loweriﬂg of their

educational expectations.

Summary of Findings
. Comparison of the aggregate'distributions.suggests the frames of
aspiratiohal and anticipated reference of a substantially large proportion
A 6f the girls, Negro and white, were not integrated either at the time of the
initial survey'confact, when the girls were high school sophomores, or at
the tiﬁe of the seond'contaﬁt 2 yéars later; Expectations'appéared'to be
slightly more integrated than aspirations in both years for the~whites. :

Generally, the asscciation between marital-famiiy orientations and .
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career or educational aspirations and expectations tended not to increase
inversely, or negatively, as one would expect if frames of aspirational
and anticipated reference do" become more integrated over time. The

associations between aspirations. and expectations which did change as

~predicted were:

for the white girls, the association of desired age of marriage
"to occupational aspirations and the association of expectation
to work outside the home to occupational and educational expec-
tations} - ’ '

for the Negroes, the association between fertility expectation
and education expectation.

Despite aggregate similarities, many of the giris did change their

status projections over the 2~year period, and there was a tendency for

- change in marital-family aspirations to be accompanied by change in educational,

But not occupational, aspirations. Sﬁetifically, the data suggest that for
the whitelgirls an-iﬁcrease in or maintenance of educational aspirations may
héve influenced, or been iﬁfluenced by, an incrgase in desired_age of
marriage and desire-to work outside the home after marriage or- children.

For the Negroes, an increase in-or maintenance of edﬁcational aspirations
apﬁears to have influenced; or beén influenced by, a decrease in the ranking
of marital-family gqalé. Change in marital-fa@ily expectatiéns was not
associated with the prediéted change in either educational or occupationai

expectations.,

Substantial proportions of the 1966 professional career and coliege

‘aspirants‘and anticipants gave up these high occupational and educational

projections 1f they raised their marital-family orientations during the

2-year period. The data suggest that for these MNegro and white girls
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change in rank impbrt of marital-family goals may ha&e_éspecia;ly influenced
a decrease in their educatibnél aspirations and, for the whites only,

a decrease in their occupational aspiratioms. For thg Negroes, decrease in
expectations to work outside the home was also associéted with a.decrease of

occupational and educational expectations. -
T CONCLUSIONS AND TMPLICATIONS

It is concluded that, generally, the aspirations of neither the white
nor Negro girls in the sample became mbre integrated during this 2-year

period of late adolescence. Statistical analysis of the association between

" change in the various status areas suggests that even in the isolated in-

stance where the negative association between marital-family orientation and
occupational aspiration did increase, it was not the result of individual

effort to more realistically accommodate these goals. However, there does

"appear to have been an effort by a substantial number of the girls to

realistically accommodate educational aspirations to marital-family orien-
tations (or vice versa). The fact that the aggregate associaticns do not

reflect this effort suggests this accommodation was counterbalanced by

‘unrealistic change in the opposite direction of the aspirations of a

sufficient number of the other g;rls_in the sample.

As hypdthesized,-£he girls' expectations appeaf to have become more
integrated over time ‘than their aspirations. This is indicated by the
fact that the association between martial-family expéctations'and occupa~-
tional and educational expectations increased negatively ﬁore than the

associations between aspiratiens in.these status areas. Again, however,
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‘the associations between change in the various status areas does not
indicate this resuit was due to individual effort to reaiistically accomodate
the expectations. Iﬁdeed; such effo;t on'thé part of the sample in
general appears ﬁé have beén negligible.

On the other hand, substantial proportions of.the Negro and whité.
.girls who, as high school sophomores, aspired to profeséional careers or
'college educations did appear. to rgalistically accommodate, or integrate,
their goals; And, of course, these are the girls whé should probably be
most concerned with accommodation, since pursuit of sﬁch lofty occupationall
]aqd educational goals would be especially likelyltoiconflicﬁ with marriage
and family coﬁmit&enté. |

_Nevertheless, the aggregate distributions still indicate a lack of
integratidn in.frames of aspirationél and anticipated referendé of the
sample generally throughout the period of adolescence studied -- especially
for the white girls.. Furthermore, -the findings in general repﬁte.the
hypotheéis that staﬁus projections become more realistically ip;egratgd
during ?ﬁié period. fﬁe theoreti;al.implications of this latter conclusion
are striking when Qiewed togefhef with the‘conclusion of the Thomas |
and Jacob analygis (l970)f that the boys of.thig sample generally did nbf.

: define their occupatioﬁal and educational aspirations and expectations more
Arealistically in 1966 than in 1968. The findings bring into queétion the
theory of rational occupatioﬁal of other status-role choice and its correlate
proposing realistic status-projection development.

The finding that‘the whité'girls had such imcompatible ;spirations
"

and expectations suggests they have internalized both "egoistic! and

"feminine" values and éoals (Douvan and Adelson, 1966). As late as the
Q '
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senior year of high SChool,'most appear not to hévé been able fo reduce
the confusion and ambivalénce thus created. That is, the girls éppear
to have internalized the achievement prieﬁtation which so conspicuously
characterizes American Society — an orientation not incompatible with
the capabilities. and skillslthey have developed as a result of America's
univgr;al educational system — wi;hout.abahdoning the nocrmative prescrip—
tion that females maffy,_have children, and dévote themselves to the mothér
role. : ‘ | . .

That the Ngéro gifls'vexpectations we%e slightl;rmore comp;tible -
a findipg supported by previous research -- probably-réflects sbme
cognizénce of the conflict which would be involved in the pursuit of in- k
compatibie goals. Still, many of.these giris appear not to have_been awvare
of tﬁe dilemmavfécing them. ;A likely.coﬁsequence of conffontation with
this dilemma is - considering the aspirations and.expectatioﬁs of these
girls‘— ffustfatib; and perhaps anomie and aberrént behavior. |

The process ofv&evelopmeut of Negro.girls' frames of aspirational

and anticipated reference appears to be different than the whites'. The

Negroes experienced less realistic integration of. status.projections over

time, but their projections were more‘integrated than the whites' to bégin
with. The Negroes' aspira;ions and expectations also appear to have been
SIightly more integré;ed than those of the white girls aF-the‘time of the‘
final contaét,_in 1968, aithddgh thevracial difference was not as ﬁarkéd at
this later date.

.The Negro girls appearéd more-willing to sacrifice familial coﬁmifment,

for occupational and educational attainment, a finding which corroborates
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previous resear&h results (See, among others: Antonovsky, 1967; THomas,
1971; Kuvlesky and Obordo, 19593 Ruvlesky and ThOmas, 1971). :Perhaps
this trénd.is the manifeététion of a désirg to dissociate»themselveé from
their.oppressive envifonment. Qver time, however, the occupationaltand
educational expectations of the Negro girls yielded somewhat to their f\—“~\~\\\\\s
'marital—family statu§ projections, resulting perhaps from a more realistic |

appraisal of their actual status-role attainment. The implications of

their"spiratibns not following the same trend are frustration ané,
possibly, anomie.

It is hoped that this study has demonstrated the utility of the concéﬁts,
.frames of éspifational and'anticipated reference, for understanding occupationgl
and other statﬁs-projection dynamics. These concepts seem. especially

applicable to the study of female status-role choice and attainment. As’

-
.

Psathzas has pointed out, speciai_;heéry is needed ﬁo explain the occupationél—

choice process pf females,.because there are unique considerations

affecting woﬁen's occupational decisions (Psathgs, 1958; also see

Pavalko, 1971: 59-61). The ianterference of maritél—faﬁily aspirations

and expectations is. perhaps the most salient of these cénsiderations,

The;e.is stiil the need for more research testing the‘theo;y that -

s;atus projections become progressively more realistic as individuals

mature. fhe findings of this and the Thomas and Jacob analyéis suggést a

possible revision or amplifihatioﬁ of this theory as it applies to both

boys and girls: for many youth, realistic developmént of

status projections does mot commence until after high schooimggég individuals

-are more actively engaged in goal purguit f-'pérhaps not until the time

when decision-making actually takes place in the labor market,in the family
o | ﬂ
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APPENDIX

“Teble 1. Lambda Coefficients Measuring Association Between 1968 Recontact
Status and 1966 Occupatlonal Educational, and Marital-Femily

Orientations.
_ Orientation
Marital-Family:
Desired Age of Marriage ’ : - 010
No. of Children Desired . .000
No of Children Expected : _ ~.000
Desire to Work After Marriage . .009
Expectation to .Work After Marriage " 034
Rank Importence of Marital-Family Goals .000

Occupational:

Asplratlon | ’ ' . ' .000

prectatlon . . ) o ) _ : .00V
Educational: |

Aspiration ' o A .OOO

. Expectation , : ' ©,000
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Table 2. . Selected Background Chéracteristics of Negro and White Girls.

Characteristics of

Family of Orientation Negro White
————————— percento-——-r-=-==-=

Parental Absence 29 6
'Divorce or Separation i7 2
Main Breadwinne?'s Job Unskilled

or Semi-skilled 03 . 24
ﬁ;theg Empidyed OUtside Home or ,

Looking for Work ' 67 42
Five or more children 81 33
Mean No. of Children 6.8 3.9
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100 100

. Table 3.
Cccupational. . White Negro :
Aspiration 1966 1968 1966 1968
percent
. Professional o) 59 61 55
Clerical, skilled 4D 40 - 34 .39
Semi-skilled, and unskilled 1 1 5 6
Toial | IOD. . 100 100 ) 100
" Table 4 .
Occupational. Yhite : _. Negro
Expectation 1966 1968 " 1966 1968
.percent
Professional 42 ' 35 | 55 40
Clerical, skilled 32 42 36 48
Semi-skilled, unskilled 26 23 9 11
Total 100 100
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Table 5 ..
Educational ' o White ~__ Negro
Aspiration : 1966 1968 1966 1968
- . percent |
Quit high school ' | 1 1 0 0
Complete high school . 5. 6 3 | 12
High school + voc. traiﬁing o 39 37 .39 >i3
Junior college - | 10 7 o 4 14
College graduate | 2 23 26 29
College + -additional stuﬂy” _ : 18 26 | 28 32 |
Total 100 100 100 100
=
Table ©.
Edﬁcational o __White . | : Negro
Expectation 1966 - 1968 1966 1968
. | percent .
Quit high school _. | 1 1 4' 1
Complete high school - 7 16 ; 3 1.
lHigh school + voc. trainming 48 40 .36 29
Junior coliege . o 10 10 1,47
College graduate " 25 26 . 25 23
College + additional study | 9 7 - 31 16
Total . 100 100 © 100 | 100
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Table 7. Desired Age of Marriage of Negro and White Girls in 1966 and 1968,

. Desired : ‘ White ' Negro

Age , 1966 1968 1966 1968
. | | . percent——e—e——-— ——
19 or less : o 18 | 20 12 9
20-22 L | L 52, 35 51
23 or more : _ | 23 26 . 53 40

Total . 100 100 100 100

" Table 8. DNumber of Children Desired by Negro and White Girls in 1966 and 1968.'

Nunber of o White . Negro

Children . 1966 1968 1966 = 1968
percent——- = .
0-1 o3 3 5 5
2 | I A A 2 43
3 34 3 U 17
. | 27 30 33 30
° 5 or more | 5 | 9 o 6. 5

Total’ ' 100 100 100 - 100




" Table. 9. HNurber of Children Expected by Negro and White Girls in 1966 and 1968.

"Number of White Negro
Children 1966 1968 1966+ - 1968
percent
0-1 1 2 7 8
2 '52 30 - 32 38.
3 37 35 22 17
A 22 23 29 22
5 or more B 10 10 15
Total 10D 100 100

100

Table 10, Girls' Desire to Work Outside Home After Marriage in 1966 and 1968.

Qonditions for - White Negro
Working 1966 1968 19566 1968 .
-— percent
Not at all 15 - 17 - 10 11
Part-time until child 21 14. 17 20
Full-time until child &7 59 21 26
Part-time after child 7 4 28 28
* Full-time after child 1D 6 _24 . _15_
Total 100 100 100 100




Table 11. Girls' Expectation to Work Outside the Home After Marriage.

Conditions for - White __ MNegro
Working ' 1966 - 1968 1966 1968
. percent .
Not at all , 14 . 1 . 17 22
Part-time until child 29 19 o 15 | 24
Full-time until child 29 - 42 | 15 16
Part-time after child 23 19 | 37 25
Full-time after child ' 5 9 o 16 13
Total S 100 100 100 100

Teble 12-. Rank of Importance Girls Accorded Marital-Family Goals.

- Conditions for ' White Negro
Working o 1966 1968 1966 1568
| percent
High (1-2) | - | 31 - S V1
Moderate (3-5) - - | ) 47 30 34 38
| Low (6-7 . _ 22 29 . 58 48

Total | | 100 100 | 100 10
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Table 13. Percentage of Girls Who Changed Their Occupational, Educatlonal, and -
Marital-Family Orientations From 1966 to 1968. :

Orientation . White Negro

~—m——e———percent——————

Occurational . . .
*Aspiration ' y 35 37

*¥Expectation 40 45
Educational .
*Agpiration . o 4 e
*Expectation 47 67
‘Marital-Family
Desired Age of Marriage . 79 69
No. of Children Desired : .39 : 48
No. of Children Expected 53 ‘ 54
Desire to Work After Marriage ‘ _ 73 60
Expectation to Work After Marriage 64 64,
¥Rank Importance of Marital-Family Goals 55 52

¥Figures indicate change in level, as defined on pages 8 to 10.




