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PREFACE

This is the €first of a seriec of annual summary reports on
application statistics. Supplementary reports examining in more
detail those phases of the application process which warrant

closer study will also be prepared from time to tiwme.



Introduction

This report presents summary statistics on application and registra-
tion patterns for first-year places in the Ontario universities

in 1973. The statistics wcre derived from the central file maintained
by the Ontario Universities' Application Centre. Data on this file
were obtained throughout the admission cycle from the processing of
appilcations by the Centre and from the universities themselves who,
at the end of the admission cycle, submitted data (as of OQctober 9,
1973) to the Centre on those applicants whe wers eligible for pro-
cessing uy the Centre but for one reason or another were processed

at the university. 1In addition each university submitted data to the
Centre on its vegistrants; this data included all studznts who
registered regardless of their subsequent withdrawal from the univer-
sity. All application and registration statistics refer to places in

the Fall term in first-year, post-Year 5 programmes in the Ontario

-universitias,

Before examining the statistics, a number of definitions which
are used throughout the report must be presented.

Year 5 applicants refer to those applicants who were currently
registered as full-time students in Year 5 of an fOntario secondary
school. All other applicants were defined to be Regular applicants.

Each applicant was allowed to indicate up to three choices of
universities and programmes. Each choice was considered to be a
separate application even though the Year 5 ipplicant submitted

only one application form. Year 5 applicants also indicated their



order of preference for the three choices. Regular applicants,

on the other hand, were required to submit three separate applica-
tion forms and the ovder of prefererce was assigned for the three
choices as the forms were received at the Centre.

Applicants could amend their choices at any time by dropping
a choice and adding a different active chcice, thus creating an
inactive choice o application. The total number of applications
processed by the Centre consisted of both active and inactive appli-
cations. In the tables that follow, only Table 1 includes the in-
active applications.

The Application Centre was responsible for the processing of
all applications for the first year of university work for applicants
who were not previously registered at that university. When these
students registered at a university, they were designated Registered
Applicants. Applications from students who had been previously
registered (1.e. repeaters, internal transfers) at that institution
were not processed by the Centre. Total registration data on all
students reglstered “n first-year programmes was obtained from the
universitizs' submissions at the end of the admission cycle. Where
universities did not identify the classification of the registrants,
they were listed as Unidentified Registraits.

The Centre also recorded the geographic location of the permanent
dddress by county in Ontario, by province for other Canadian appli-
cants and by country outside Canada; _‘hese were compressed into

geographic groupings for statistical reporting.



Although this is the third year in which statistics on the
application process have been compiled, 1t must be emphasized that
the 1973 statistics cannot be properly compared with statistics
from earlier years. 1973 represents the first complete admissions
cycle processed by the Application Centre; 1973 will therefore
serve as the base year for comparisons with statistics in future
annual reports put out by the Application Centre.

A number of sections outlining various aspects of the admissions
process are presented in this report. It is not intended that this
report provide a microscopic analysis, but rather, 2 general overview.
More detailed information may be found in reports regularly forwarded
to the universities' admissions offices by the Application Centre

and in the Ontario Universities' Application Centre's Admission Data

Systems Report 1973. 1In addition, supplementary reports will be
prepared in coming months which will examine in more detail those
pheses of the admissions process that appear to warrant closer

examination.

Sumpary of Systems Totals

A general summary of applications and registrations in the Ontaric
unjversities is presented in Table 1. A total of 52,383 applicants
(1,555 of whom became inactive applicants during the admissions
cycle) submitted a total of 122,032 applications in 1973, Of the
50,828 active applicants, 687 were in Year 5 at an Ontario secondary

school. These Year 5 applicants, however, accounted for 817 of the



TABLY 1

GENERAL SUMMARY TABLE OF SYSTEM TOTALS

YEAR 5 REGULAR TOTAL
Number of active applications 92,911 22,190 115,101
Number of inactive applications 5,830 1,101 €,931
Total number of applications 98, 741 23,291 122,032
Number of active applicants 34,552 16,276 50,828
Number of inactive applicants 651 904 1,555
Total number of applicants 35,203 17,180 52,383
Number of applications/applicant 2.8 1.4 2.3
Number of registered applicants 24,679 7,680 32,359
Number of registered transfers
and repeaters 2,352
Number of unidertified registrants 830

Total registered 35,541




active applications. On average they submitted twice as many
applications per applicant (2.8) as did the Regular applicants

who submitted'l.é applications per applicant. 1In future this
situation will possibly change. Beginning in 1974, Regular
applicants will use a redesigned application form which will allow
them to indicate up to three choices of universities and programmes
as 13 now the case for the Year 5 applicants., About 647 of the
active applicants became reglstered applicants. Together with

the registered transfers and repeaters and unidentified registrants,
there were 35,541 registered scudents in first-year, post-Year 5
undergraduate programmes in the Ontario universities in the Fall of

1973.

3. Applications, Registrations and Yield Ratios

Table 2 presents active applications and regiscered applicants for
each university and also examines the ratios of registered applicants
to applications. Just over 287 of the active applications yielded
registered applicants; the corresponding figures for Year 5 and
Regular applicants were 277 and 357 respectively., For total registered
applicants the yield ratio varied from 217 at McMaster to over 357

at Brock. Tne yield ratio for Year 5 registered applicants varied
from 21% at McMaster to 357 at Toronto., The corresponding figures
for Regular reglstered applicants were 217 at McMaster to over 507

at Brock. The yleld ratios for the Regular registered applicants
were higher at most of the universities; this is not unexpected, as

Regular applicants submitted fewer applications per applicant,
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It 1is interesting that there does not appear to be any

pattern in the yleld ratios. Many large, established universities |
had low yield ratios while a number of the smallef universities

had relatively high ratios. 1In fact, the highest overall ratios
were recorded by Brock, Windsor and Toronto, in that order. The
smaller universities, however, did rely more heavily on Regular
applicants as a source of registered students, Ottawa was an excep-
tion to this in that nearly half of its registered applicants were

derived from the Regular stream.

Applicants' Choice Preferences - Universities

Active applications by choice preference are shown in Table 3 as a
percentage of total active applications at each university for Year 5
applicants, Regular applicants and total applicants. On average,

37% of the Year 5 applications were first choices, 347 were second
choices and 297 were third cholces. Toronto's percentage of first-
choice active applications of 547 was well above the average.
Laurentian and Gueiph were the only other universities whose percentage
of first cholces was above the average. There does not appear to be
any pattern evident between the larger and smaller universities. A
much higher percentage of the Regular applications (73%) were first
choices because there were fewer applications per applicant. Ottawa
had by far the highest percentage of Regular active applications as
first cholces (88%) and Laurentian was next with 80%. The lowest

were Wilfrid Laurier and Windsor with 627 first-choice applications.
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For all active applications. both Year 5 and Regular, the percent-
agg of th§§e that were first choices varied from 36% at Wilfrid
Laurier to 57% at Toronto.

Table 4 presénts é similar distribution for registeredkappliéénts.‘
If is feadily observed that the registeted applicantsg shoﬁéd a'much
highef perééntage of first choices. The average pefcentage of first
choices for Year 5 registered applicants of 76.8Z‘was slightly more
than double the corresponding percentage of active applications.
Toronto had the highest percentage of first choices (over 39%)
followed by Queen's with 817, while York had the lowest percentage
(60%). On the whole, the larger, established universities in most
cases tended to have higher percentages of Year 5, first-choice
registered applicants than did the smaller universities. Looking at
the Regular registered applicants, over 867 were first choices.
Ottawa h#d the highest percentage of first choices with 967 and
Carleton and Wilfrid Laurier were lowest with just over 60% of their
Regular registered applicants as first choices. It should be noted
that many of the smaller universities had a high percentage of firste
choice Regular registered applicants. For all registered applicants,

both Year 5 and Regular, 797 were first choices,

Applicants' Choice Preferences - Programmes

Although the Application Centre processed programmes under 24 separate
programme headings, for statistical reports these have been compressed
into nine programme groupings (these groupings are outlined in

Appendix A). A distribution of the active applications into thece
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programme groupings 1s presented in Table 5. About 427 of the

total active applications were for Arts with an additional 22%

for Science. Other Related Arts and other Related Science fogether Lisat

accounted for an additional 127 of the applications. There were
slightly higher percentages of active applications from Regular
applicants than from Year 5 applicants in Arts, Engineering and
Commerce and Business and a slightly lower percentage of applications
in Sclence.

Table 6 presents a similar distribution for registered applicants.
Arts recorded a larger share of the total registered applicants (46%)
than its share of the active applications. Lower percentages of
total registered applicants were shown for Other Related Arts, Other .
Related Science, Engineering, Physical Education and Nursing, while
Commerce and Business was up slightly. Altogether, Arts, Scieace,
Other Related Arts and Other Related Science accounted for 787 of
the total registered applicants. Looking at Year 5 registered
applicants, the percentages of registered applicants in Arts, Science,
Engineering and Commerce and Business were slightly higher than the
corresponding percentages of active applications. The percentage for
Regular reristered applicants was significantly higher in Arts,
significantly lower 11 Engineering, and down slightly in Science and
in Commerce and Business. Physical Education and Nursing showed
lower percentages of registered applicants as compared to applications
for both Year 5 and Regular applicants.

The distribution of the active applications among programme

groupings by choice preference is presented {n Table 7. For Year 5
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applicants, in most programmes there were no significant differ-
ences in the percentages of first, second and third choice active
applications. However, for the Regular applicants there were
definite patterns for all programmes. Science, Engineering and
Commerce and Business all showed increases with second and third

choices} the remaining programmes all showed decreases.

Regular Applicants' Educational Source
rad ‘
A summary of active applications and registered applicants by the

educational source of the Regular applicants is presented in Table 8,
Of the 22,190 active applications, 21% weve classified as Ontario
Year 4, adult students orﬂrepeaters at the home university. A
further 177 were Year 5 applicants from a Brior year, 16.57 were
senior matriculation from countries other than Canada, 137 were from
Ontario and Canadian»colleges a;: universities and 127 were senior
matriculation from other Canadian provinces. One~third of these
active applications ylelded reglstered applicants. The Year 5
applicants from a prior year showed the highest yield ratio (50%),
followed by the preliminary year at an Ontario university applicants
with a yileld ratio of 427 and Ontario night school applicants with

a ratio of 417. Registered applicants classified as Ontario corres-
pondence course, Ontario CAATs, Ryerson and Quebec CEGEP, all had

yleld ratios in the range 36-387. The highest percentage of

registered applicants were Year 5 applicants from a prior year.
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_applications fromktheir localkzones (these percentages ranged;fromf 5;p

- 17 =

Geographic Origin of Applicants and Registrants

The active applications broken out by the geographic origin of
the applicants are shown in Table 9 expressed as a percentage of
the total active applications (from either Year 5 or Regular appli-
cants) for cach university. The geograpnic groupings used in chis
analysis are outlined'in Appendix B, Zone 7 has been broken out-
since all universities drew heavily on this region for Year 5
applicants and in many cases, for Regular applicants as vell.

York depended most on 1ts local zone'~802 of its Year § active
applications and 602 ¢of 1ts Regular active applications came from ‘:,

this region. Toronto was next with 642 and 48% of its Year 5 and

‘Reoular active app]ications reSpectively obtained from its local

zone, For both York and Toronto the local zone was Zone 7.; Guelph, _;;'*

Queen -3 and Waterloo attracted the smallest percentages of active ,

6.5% to 11.3% for both Year 5 and Regular). For Year 5 active
applications, Guelph and Waterloo both drew heavily from Zone 4 and

Queen's drew heavily from Zone 10. For Regular active'applicatione,,~c

o Ottawa obtained 557 from Quebec and Carleton and Queen 8 obtained :

‘4~about 107 each from Quebec. Queen s drew most heavily from the

-:fihrest of Canada for Regular active applications (17 SZ) but CarlétOn,‘
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TABLE 9

DISTRIBUTION OF ACTIVE APPLICATIONS BY GEOGRAPHIC ORIGIN
OF APPLICANTS AS A PERCENTAGE OF TOTAL APPLICATIONS
BY APPLICANT TYPE FOR EACH UNIVERSITY

CLOCAL - ZONE  REST OF QUEBEC ~~ REST o#* FOREIGN = NOT
v _ZNE 7 ONTARIO -~ CANADA - REPQRTED
Brock  Yr.5 461 17,9 343 e gt Wy

N0 0000
i 2
~

Ccarleton  Yr. 5 47,5 16,0 33,1
(Zone 10)  Reg. 3.7 11.9 16:5
Guelph Yr. s
(Zone 5) Reg.
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TABLE 10
DISTRIBUTION OF REGISTERED APPLICANTS BY GEOCRAPHIC ORIGIN

OF REGISTRANTS AS A PERCENTAGE OF TOTAL REGISTERED
- APPLICANTS BY REGISTRANT FOR EACH UNIVERSITY.

LOCAL  ZONE REST OF QUEBEC REST OF  FOREIGN NOT

: ZONE 7 ONTARIO CANADA REPORTED

Carleton 655 8.7 23,6 0.5 - 0.6 1.1

~ Guelph 11.9 28,2 58.3 0.6 0.1 0.5 0.4

3 (Zone S) ) 16.2 28.1 39.6 601 5.0 s.o -

Lakehead 61,0 10.1 28.6 - - 0.3
(Zone 13) 38.4 143 - 19.6 0.9 6.3 20,5

Laurentian 67,9 6.8 24,8 . - - 0.2 0.3

(Zone 12) 62.9 6.6 20-3 6.1 2.5 306 -
McMaster 49,5 18,6 30.3 0.1 - 0.9 0.6

(zone 4) 40,0 19,2 15.1 - 1.8 2.9 21.0 s
Ottawa 721 3.4 218 0.9 0.1 0.8 0.9

(Zone 10) 23.8 2.1 5.2  62.8 2.7 3.4 -
Queen's 17.7 24,7 55,6 0.8 0.1 0.8 0.3
(Zone 9) 10.4 3.1 18.3 22,9 16.5 23.2 -

o y"'ro‘ron!:o 78,."6 k 16,6 0.1 Ll 3.4 L 1.3

(Zone 7) . 13.8 1.6 1.7 4.2 8.7 e
Trent 27,0 3.7 334 0.3 - 0.3 0.3

) (Zone 8) 28.6 . 38.8 20.5 . 3.4 - 30‘6 5.3 g -
Waterloo 13,6 3.8 522 0.1 - 1.6 0.7

~ (Zone 5) 15.4 28,0 25,3 4.1 11,5 15,7 -
WU 36,6 2.3 9.2 - - 11 0.2
 Hestern 5 30, W9 0. - 24 o5

 (zone 2) o, 281 42 67 122 &

(zone 1)




' ’ponding figures in Table 9.

- ,‘the percentages for registered applicants from other geographic j

: Ykareas were 10wer than for the active applications.~3,r>
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A similar table was derived for active applications to
Arts and'Science programmes but in most cases the percentages of

'applications from local zones were only slightly above the corres-

A similar distribution showing registered applicants by geo—

graphic origin is piesented in Table 10. For all universities, for :

both Year b and Regular applicants, the percentages of registered
applicants obtained from the local zones were significantly higher

than the corresponding figures for actiVe applications.' On average

51z of the Year S5 and almoat 407 of the Regular registered applicants .
fcame from the local z0ne (the corresponding figures for active appli--'J

cations were 362 and 30% respectively) Correspondingly, many of

York obtained 842 of its Year 5 and 712 of its Regular registered

',ispplicants from its local zone. 0ttawa, Toronto and Windsor drew f,;fldff{‘fﬁ

‘aaout three—quarters of their Year 5 registered applicants from
their local zones and Toronto also obtained three-quarters of its ,r;;'»~f]°"
:~Regu1ar registered applicants from this area as well.f A number ofi‘

‘ funiversities, notably Guelph and Waterloo, received a significant

ff*t_,number of registered applicants from Zone 7., Ottsva obtained 63% fvi;ﬂblw;{s'ff

'ﬁ”aof its Regular»tegisteted applicantswfrom Quebec, Queen s 232 and:;{i{;“
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Applicants' Age, Sex, Citizenship and Immigration Status

The Year 5 active applicants are broken out by age and sex in

Table 11. Nearly 577 of these applicants were malekand 607 of

the total were 19 years of age, This age'group had by far the
highest representation for both male and female applicants, 58.37
for males and 62,57 for females.’ The next highest group was the

age 18 group with 18,57 of the male and 26,6% of the female Year 5
active applicants. The only other age group with a'slgniflcant
representation was‘the 20 year group with 16Z of the male applicants
and 77 of the female applicants. Taken together, over 94% of the
Year 5 active applicants were‘18-20,years of age.

A similar distribution is presented for the Regular active
applicants ianable 12, A slightly higher percentage of these
applicants were nale (637) There were relatiVely few applicants’
17 years of age and younger but above this age there was a more fb
uniform distribution than wasfthe case with the Year 5 applicants. 

The highest representatidn was from the over 21 age group, 397

~ of the male applicants ‘and 282 of the female applicants were from

this age group.~ The next highest group was the age 20 group with

20/ of the male and 227 of the female Regular active applicants. :

‘f;,0ver 167 of the male applicants were 21 years of age and 18 37

‘ZfVof the female applifants were 19" ars of age.‘ n gene';l there o
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The citizenship and immigration status of the Year 5 active
applicants 1s presented in Table 13. Over 91% of these applicants
were Canadian citizens, a further 67 were landed immigrants and
27 held student vigas. Almost 347 of the applicants with landed
immigrant status were from the United Kingdom and 277% were from
Europe. By far the largest representation of applicants with
;tudent visas was from the United Kingdom (76%).

Table 14 presents thc citizenship and immigration status of
the Regular actiwve applicants. About 587 of these applicants were
Canadian citizens., 10% held landed immigrant status and a further
207% were on student visas. As was the case with the Year 5 active
applicants, the largest representations of the Regular applicants
with landed immigrant status or student visas were from the United
Kingdomj 31Z of the applicants with landed immigrant status an@ 56%
of the applicants on student visas were from this source. There
were also significant percentages of the applicants in these two
catcgorics from Africa, Asia, Europe, the United States and the

West Indies.




- 29'}/4‘30'“

APPENDIX A

Programme Groupings

01  Arte
02 Science
03 Fngineering
04 _ Physicsl Education
'05‘ Commerce and Business
06 Nursing
07  Other Related Arts
Music
Fine and Applied Arts
Journalism
Social Work
Education
Other Administration
08 Other Related Science
Agriculture
Household Scilence
Architecture
Forestry
| Landséape Architecture
Health Selences |

’;;‘Dgntjgétyj’x ]
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Ontario Countiles

01 Essex
Kent

02 . Lambton
‘Middlesex
Elgin
Oxford
Norfolk

03 Haldimand
Lincoln
Welland

04 Halton
Wentworth
Brant

05 Perth
Waterloo
Wellington
Dufferin

06 Huron
Bruce
Grey

07  Peel
York
Ontario
Simcoe

08 Durham
Northumberland
Prince Edward
Victoria
Peterborough
Hastings
Haliburton -

- 3] -

APPENDIX B
Geographic Groupings

09

10

11

12

13

14
13
16

Lennox & Addington
Frontenac
Leeds

Lanark
Grenville
Carleton
Dundas

. Stormont
Russell
Prescott
Glengarry

Muskoka
Parry Sound
Nipissing
Renfrew

Manitoulin
Sudbury
Algoma
Cochrane
Timiskaming

Thunder Bay
Kenora
Rainy River

Quebec

Canada (Other)

Outside Canada




