DOCUMENT RESUME

BD 090 854 HBE 005 452
TITLE A Study of the College Textbook Market.
INSTITUTION Yankelovich (Daniel), Inc., New York, N.Y.

SPONS AGENCY Association of American Publishers, New York,'N.Y.
PUB DATE Feb 74

NOTE 147p.
EDRS PRICE MFP-$0.75 HC-$6.60 PLUS POSTAGE
DESCRIPTORS *College Paculty; College Students; *Higher

Education; Marketing; Research Projects; Statistical
Data; *Textbook Evaluation; *Textbooks; *Textbook
Selection

ABSTRACT

This report conducted for the Association of American
Publishers, Inc. on the college textbook market provides the industry
with operationally useful information and trend data on the
prevailing attitudes, needs, purchasing and usage patterns of the
prime users of college educational materials--the faculty and the
students. Detailed findings concerning faculty cover the professional
views of the faculty; evaluating course books; promotion and
distribution; basic textbooks; "other" books; supplementary reading
materials; audio-visual materials; future outlook and views of the
industry; and two market places: 2-year versus 4-year schools.
Detailed findings concerning students cover: student attitudes;
habits and trends; book purchasing habits and preferences; the
college sponsored bookstore; basic textbooks; "other" books;
audio-visuwal materials; and views of the industry. (MJN)
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Plans to .xo,.% Basic .uou«vooxlw\

By Xey Groups

(Base: Purchased basic textbook for
largest class = 748%)

o to Keep
Peasons Why Plan to Keep Basic Textbook : - [}
After Texrm.l/ : : Total Purchased.Basic .Textbook 57 .
(Base: Purchased .textbook and plan Class Status.
to keep it - 42%) )
Frecshman 51
Sophomore 5
Juniox 55
Senior/graduate 8
Total )
Purchased '
Basic Type of Institution
Textbook . .
and Plan 2 year college 53
t0o _FReep It 4 year college or university 59
s
largest Class
. Future reference source 57
. Department
To build personal library 16 ’ Humanities 55
Social sciences/education 58
In major field of interest . 1n Science/math/engineexing 54
Business/econonics 63
Good/interesting [
- Class Size
: Under 50 61
All other K2 - 10 50 or more 52
1Y
S Level of Course
: Introductoxy 51
_1/ gQuestion 141: (SHOW CARD) "which of these would you say Advanced eke]
18 your main reasor for wanting to kXeep this book?* :
Course Structure
Mainly lecture S5
Not mainly lecture 61
Course Is:
15 major area of interest m%
Not in major area of interest
Attitude About Course -
Iike a great deal @
Do not like greatly




“OTHEK® BOOKS

"Other® Books

Again consistent with faculty rxeports,.about half the students
tell of books otber.tban.a.basic text.being. assigned in.their

Plans to Keep Basic Honnvoowk, -

{Continued) . -largest class...Compared to basic textbooks,.these “otder® books
By Key Groups arxe a little less. likely.to.be Trequired”._assiynments, and
(Base: Purchased basic textbook for correspondingly. the purchase.rates are less, as well.

largest class - 74%) .
.. The use.of_multiple.reading sources follows a pattern opposite

Plan to that of .basic.texts == enjoying their greatest usage in
to K
o Re advanced.courses rather than introducrory, and less often in

General Satisfection With College junjor colleges.tban.in the <4-year schools. Also, the subject

Bocks matter of the humanities and social sciences apparently .lends
Very nuMunMMMMu» ed m . itself.more.to such.%other” books. than.is true in the hard
Bi 50 * .
Dissatisfied sciences or.business.courses. The real.appeal of bocis.beyond

Cenerally Prefer to Bay: -a.basic text comes.when flexibility or multiple .viewpoints arxe

ALl rs 47 . . at stake, and where. the availability of a suitable.bagic text-
Some/all new books | X . : book 1s less likely.

. Paperbacks and Used. : As wouid be expected, .these “other®

1/ cestion l4k: “when the term is over, 4o you definitely
- vm To resell the text, probably plan to resell it, or

e plan to keep it>~ books are. widely.available. in. papexpack editions, and are pur-

. ¢hased as such.most of the. time. Indirectly, however, this seems
. ... t0.lead to.a.weaker used book market among suck publications,
undoubtedly because of lesser cost.differentials and the shorter
_longevity of paperback material.

-Resale: The uoo&wo.u.bﬂo for these "other” booka is about the same

.28 for textbooks, and seems conditioned by most of the same facrors.
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