BD 090 774
AUTHOR
TITLE
INSTITUTION

SPONS AGENCY
NOTE

EDRS PRICE
DESCRIPTORS

IDENTIFIERS

ABSTRACT

DOCUMENT BRESUME

FL 005 152

Leavitt, Sister Sharon, Ed.

Project Brave Bulletin, Vol. 2, No. 1.
sc?ool.hdninistrative District 24, van Buren,
Maine.

Bureau of EBlementary and Seccndary Education
(DHEW/OE) , Washington, L.C. Div. of Bilingual
Education.

14p.

MF-$0.75 HC-$1.50 PLUS POSTAGE

Biculturalism; *Bilingual Bducation; Bilingualisnm;
Bilingual Schools; *Bulletins; Bnglish; Bthnic
Groups; *French; Instructional Materials; Language
Arts; Material Developament; Minority Groups;
Newsletters ) '
Blementary Secondary Educatlon Act Title VII; ESEA
Title VII; *Project Brave

This bulletin presents news and opinions of the staff

of Project Brave of the St, John Valley in northern Maine. Included
in this issue are informatlion concerning the summer materials
development team, an article on the future of language institutes,
and many photographs of activities at Project Brave. {SK)
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SUMME‘R, MATERIALS DEVELOPMENT TEAM

Vst row:  Sr. Eva Choulnard, Mrs, Janlne Deschene, Sr. YveHte Raymond, Mlss Loulse
Caron, Mrs. Theresa Dufour, Miss Paula Michaud, Sr. Sharon Leavitt.

2nd row: Mrs, Joyce Crosby, Miss Huguette Cote, Miss Charlene Garon, Sr, Marguerite
Levellle,

3rd row:  Mr, Paul Marin and Mr. Rosalre Paradls,

A team of “velve peéple worked with the Title VII Currtculum Speclalist, -Sr, Sharon
Leavitt, to produca materlals for the Title VII claSsrooms tn the St. John Valley,

Three members of the Un!vers!fy of Malne at Fort Kent, Mr, Noman Dube, Mr,
Roger Paradls, and Mrs. Lowell Dalgle contributed to the serles of booklets published.
Mr, Dube researched and composed whlle the two others did rasearch work for the book-
Iets. ; ,

The Klndergarfen audlo-visual alds include an entire Acadlan scene (homes, people,
ships, etc.) to be uses on three felt backgrounds, A serles of large dlscusslon posters was
also produced. These Include such scenes as "potato harvest time, “, “famlly reunlon time, "
| ;"Le revellion," "I.o fete des rols, " and "Mardi gras." ‘ i

i

Each of the flrst grade was furnlshed wlth the above posters and olso Ianguage master .

- ‘E , :,cords of fhe 180 French words derlved from discusslon posters.;

o A_serles‘ of soclal sclence book"ets W"s‘ d°"°|°F'°d f°" the 5°°°“d 9“"




venlence of the teachers and students, The twelve songs Introduced In these booklets are
also recorded on cassettes,

One hundred thirty-five flashcards of all concrete words Introduced In the serles of
booklets were mimeographed for each of the second grade students.

The Title VII staff Is most grateful to the above team for the quantity and quallty of
materlals produced — and above all for the great spirlt of Interest and cooperation shown
during the four-week perlod.

On behalf of the 420 students who wlll use these materlals THANKS, teum|

To be bllingual Is to be able to communlcate with and learn from twice as many peo-
pid as a inonolingual person can,

With this In mind Is It any wonder that we should do everything possible to preserve
the bilingual abllity of our students? The St. John Valley has a rich language resource
Our alm, In this profect, Is to find the best means to provide the children In our schools
with the opportunity to malntaln and to Improve this valuable resource of bllingualtsm,

In our first year (1970-71) we were workingwith teachers in the kindergarten and first
grades. This year we are continuing these two grades plus an expansion Into the second
grades. Our flrst year was one of organlzing and bullding an effective program. We
searched for materlals, for In-service programs, and for knowledge from other programs In
the country for Ideas on what would be most sultable for students 1a the St, John Valley,
We feel the encouragement that we hove received from our evaluators, auditors and the
Bilingual Gfflce In Washington, ,C., polnts to the fact that we are on the right track.,

This year will be an exclting learning year for your children, |

On the followlng pages all the classrooms parttclpat!ﬁg In the bllingual program are
plctured, Your child is In one of these plctures. It Is for him or her that we exist. Rest
assured that we wlll provide and contirue to search for the best possible means to Improve
his natlye abllity, ~ ‘ ’

Omer Plcard, ’Director
LANGUAGE INSTITUTES AND THEIR FUTURE
by Mildred V, Boyer

The author !s ‘w‘o:rjking for the SdUthweSf Eﬂucdﬂohdl,Deyeﬁloémén‘f Lq:bqrdit’ory In

Unlted States,

' From a number of sources | have heard
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coursa In American English. | am much tnclined to agree that the most Immediate need of
these chlldren 1s competence In English, which will permit them to cope with thalr cul-
huiral surroundings. And there Is no denying that the English they should be taught Is En=
glish as a second language. Drop-out and fallure statlstics bear out the advisabllity of our
present widespread pollcy of obliging these children to follow the tdentical curriculum of=
fered to English-speaking chlldren: a "sink or swim" policy, with a distressingly large
number of sinkers. English s, | think, thelr sometimes frantlcally Immediate need, but
not thelr most fundamental one, Success In schoal has connectlons all too obvious with
such matters as self Image, mental stabllltz and health, delinquency, and soclal and ec~
onomlc status. To make thls success possible and also, | belleve, to assist the eventua!
bl-cultural amalgamation of groups of varying orlgins Into the American soclety, the fun-
damentalneed 1s for establishing a legitimate educational foundation In the mother tongue .,
Such a program would not only be to the advantage of the citizen as an Individual; In the
long run 1t would also be in our natlonal Interest, The potentlal products of such programs
are our best hope for what Theodore Anderson calls "literate bilinguals Instead of bilingual
Iliterates" ("After FLES—~What?" In The Educational Forum, November 1951, p, 83),

Véhat Spanlish (or French) materlals should be used by such children? My Impression
Is that they still have to be developed, for materlals prepared for native speakers of Span-
Ish ltving iIn Spaln, Argentina, or Mexico (or France or Canada) are made unsultable for
American children by thelr jocal content and, In many cases, thelr nationallstlc orlenta=
tion. We are not proposing that Juan Rodriguez of San Antonlo be taught to be a good
Spanlard or a good Mexican, but rather that he be educated as a good American, con-
sclous of his dual cultural herltage, and possessing it as fully as possible in its duallty,
ForS this :e needs American (In this case read *U,S,") materlals for the American speaker
of Spanish, R ‘ v : ’

We owe these children (who speak two languages) the advantage of a bilingual edu-
catlon, Amerlcan children who speak languages other than Engllsh at home come to our
schools ALREADY MASTERS of the audlo-lingual phase (that Is they are able to both speak
and understand French) to a degree the masses of our English-speaking puplls can only
dream of attalnlng In a forelgn language. To drop them there, short of full literate con=
trol, is the greatest single waste In our whole forelgn language operation. Beyond ques-

- Hlon, they are our most promising potentlal In forelgn languages from the national polnt of

| To recapltulate, it should not be overlooked that natlve-speaking teachers need up-
grading In the same proficlency area as the non-natlve, although iIn different ways and

~ with different emphasls, They possess the language In @ way those of us who learned late

~_can never passess It, and glven needed opportunities for professional Improvement, they

~ would surely prove a vast resource of leadershlp, Paralleling the resources of our non-En-

~ glish-speaklig ch

glént

ssibil 1t have for upgrading our professton.

Idren spoken of above, these teachers represent the quickest, most of-










WELCO ME to Mrs, Lorralne
Ouellette and her alde, Mrs,
Homerine Lapointe, and
thefr second grade
of Keegan
School






















