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FROM THE PEN OF ALINE BOUCHARD - MADAWASKA
Tile VII System Coordinator

WHAT WE OWE OUR CHILDREN

A communlty that can open lts mind to new Ideas and accept that others can be right Is a
growing community.

Here In the St. Joha Valley, most of our children speak two languages in their homes.
Wouldn't It be taking something away from them if they were refused the advantages of a bi-
lingual education? With this in mind, shouldn't we do everything possible to preserve this bi-
lingual asset of our students?

Ultimately, the Title VII Billngual Project In the schools has had (and still has) the same in-
tentlons as in the past:

1. To improve each child's self-concept.
2. To improve the children's attitudes.
3. To provide children with an ever increasing competence In the use of tv/o languages.
4. To promote a better understanding of and facility with, the use of the English
language .
5. To enrich the students' English language through the use of the children's native
language

Since Title VII is sHII a growing movement, 1t cannot at any time be approached without
preparation, We know, as educators, that we are deallng with very preclous possess!ons and this
~ we owe to the parents, ’ :

Should this place called "school" be lonely and boring? Or, should it be frlendly, exciﬂng
and a home away from home?

With all the French and English materlals provided by the Title VI Bilingual Project, along
“with our regular language arts materials, teachers have been better able to malntaln the indi-
viduality and orlginality of the learner. Now methods of evaluation have helped to see where
learning left off and which drrecﬂon to take children toward new learning. '

Through the use of all the audio-vlsual aids -- Ianguage masters, cassettes, typewriters, kits, |
~et¢., teachers have organized interest centers which allow individuals to work according to thelr

~ own abll!ties. The environment {s made des!rable and a learner Is attracted to it. The school

provides a structure in which students can learn. from each other and such group Interactlon Is very' e

i,lmportonf if Iearmng s to take place. S

A good program hqs Yo be bullt droUnd some freedom, some dlscip.lne, and furthermore,
: bul(lt around_trust ond composslon lf.!he emphos!s !s to be upon ,amchild‘s own way,'of learntn,




LOOK AT THE SLIDESI

With the French Social Studles' focus on Maine and New Brunswick in the third grade,
much time has been spent by teachers and Title VIl staff on preparing appropriate materlals for
the students' learning experlence,

The maln resources developed to date are the Mon Pays booklets (3), a serles of crossword
puz:les, transparencles (24) for skills acqulisition In French and a game called ACADIE,

Now we are adding o comprehensive slide serles related to life in the Saint John Valley,
Malne and New Brunswick, The serles which Includes over 550 slides was photographed by
Lorratne Berube and Donald Albert over a five~month period., '

; Every slide has been catalogued Into general categorles. The categories were devised for
easy use in areas of learning in the Soclal Studles Program. However, the slides may be inte=
grated Into any area of the third grade curriculum such as English, art, geography, or history.

The largest category, made up of over 130 slides, deplcts ife in the Satnt John Valley.,
Situatlons illustrated in the group include such activities as housing, construction, sports, bust=
nesses or farming.

The complete series is divided into the following areas of Interest:

Madawaska Frenchville Airport
Communication Allagash Region
Fraser Paper Mill Fort Kent '
Jade East Augusta
Edmundston Bangor

Van Buren

Lewiston

Bar Harbor

Portland

At a future date, the sertes will be expanded to include other landmark towns and ¢itles in
~Maine and New Brunswick. A big task remalns to set up a cross-reference file for a more com- -
prehensive and flexible use of the serles. S

Happy viewing to students and teachers |

Norm Dube
- French Consultant




WHY JOHNNY CAN READ

This year, as promised, a positive effort has been made to give all the ald possible to help~-
‘Ing students read better, As those who are sick need to vislt the doctor for examinations once in a
while, so students need to have thelr reading abllity examined perlodically.

First, second and third grade teachers were asked If they saw the need of a reading test In
order to see the strong and weak polnts of each student. Th- teachers agreed unanimously to this
suggestion, for they are most Interested in helping students learn to read as fast and as well as
possible.

First Grade Reading Test

Because first graders are (on the whole) just beginning to read — students who were meeting
difficulty were referred to the curriculum coordirator for an individualized reading readiness
~ test, Teachers were then enlighténed concerning the strengths and weaknesses of these students
and supplled with the extra materials (if they did not have them already) to help students learn to
read,

Second Grade Reading Test

The second grade students were given the "Durrel| Listening-Reading Test," What ts very
Interesting about this test is that it gives the child's abliity to llsten to and understand spoken
English, This is referred to as the child's potentlal, The second section deals with the child's
reading ability. By comparing both scores, teachers can see if the student's reading Is keeping
up with his listening power (or vice verso).

~ The most encouraging part is that of the 130 second graders who took the Iistening-reading
test, the average grade level for listening s 3.0 (to be up to grade level, only 2,4 was needed).
~The section on reading came out right on grade level with the average grade. Ievel of 2.4, '

Our bilingual students are surer not handicapped in any way In learning English according -
to these test results| it

r fThIrd Grade Reading Test

, The reading test given to the thlrd grade students (whom the teachers felt were able to) were -
“given one of the most complete reading tests avallable. Results told us their ability to understand
vhat they read, their knowledge of vocabulary and f‘naliy how well they could attack words ‘

~ ,and use phonics

Loy The average readlng level oF the 128 third grade students tested in January was 3.1, The
= 'skiils section (word attack and phonlcs) were most encouraging also, because the results of the e

; vast ma]onty of the students test »d proved that they hove mastered these skills,

The mdication to the teachers, in most cases, was that 1t Is time to stress vocabulary and o
,reading for understa_ndlng. Thls change of direction usually takes place in the third grade, as
r | ' rlrbrary books forthere i_ no bet:




SEE YOURSELF

A major emphasls of any profect In education 1s that of assisting teachers to develop more
fully their capabilities as teachers, The St, John Valley Bilingua! Program has two on=gaing
_programs that attempt to do Just that, Both deal with how a teacher conducts herself In a
tearning sttuation. One 1s called "mlcro~teaching" and the other, classroom visitation. In the
first sttuation, the teacher looks at herself, In the second, she observes another classroom.,

Micro~teaching Is achleved by video-tuping, The teacher lets herself be filmed so she may
review her behavlor towards the children while teaching a class. The teacher may want to look
at how she asks questions, how she responds to answers, how she reacts to varlous students, how
‘ shehgh;‘e? directions, etc. Micro~teaching allows the teacher to evaluate how effective she Is

with children, L ‘ o

The classroom visitation program provides for another teacher to give feedback on what was
seen whila visiting a classroom other than her own,

- Both these programs are conducted to provide teachers with "real" Information on how they
are related to the learning that occurs In their classroom. Thelr method of teaching Is looked at
~from the students' point of view. This Is not carrled on to determine whethor one is a "good"

- teacher but rather to let teachers determine more objectively if they should change a particular
~ method of working with children, ' N ' -

Omer Plcard
Director

PARENT SURVEY

Last Décember; some parents of the Title vn‘klnd'er'ganea students helped to ddmlnisfer

- the kindergarten parent attitude questionnaire. The Title VIl Advisory Council members and

~ teachers asked those parents throughout the three communities to go to the children's homes -

~and help clarify any questions that the parents might have concerning the vd_ttt,tu‘de‘.q‘uestion}nd,[;,e. | i

o ~ The results of the 'qu‘esﬂpnnalre‘ are very positive, The majority of tyhev parents of the three
~ communitles felt that thelr children were getting a very good education and sald that Title Il

seems to be helplng thelr children have a better salf-Image. They.also felt that knowing both l

English and French Is a great advantage and that their children seem to be very happy In

ot asked to commenton, . i

hool. The above statements are but a sample of the questions that the kindergarten parents




Communication Begins Between
. Maine And Louisiana

~ Flrst grade students of Montfort School,
 St, Agatha, with thelr reading teacher,
_ Mrs, Terry Ouellette and Mrs, Barbara -
' Kavanagh, beglin a prolect for thelr
 Loutslana "coustns.”" ‘



Education In The Demecratic Way

(Mrs. Linda Palmer's 1st Grade Class, St. Thomas School, Madawaska)

"Studenfs‘llsten to peer campalgn e _being b’oot?h's'qdd', o the kse;rflouysné"ss“l
speeches. e | of the classroom atmosphere,




Who's Afraid OF The Big Bad Wolf?

(Learning to Read Can Be Funl)

Sr. Bertha Michaud's second grade class
of Evangeline School, Madawaska, under
the direction of alde, Mrs. Fernande
Dufour, learn that reading can be fun as
a speclal play, "The Three Little Pigs™ Is

read and dramatized.







“La Féte Des Rois”
(EP!Pho’ny - Jan. 6)

Pictured are a group of second grade students

of Keegan School attending the coronation
ceremony, along with thelr téacher,
Mrs. Lorraine Ouellette and teacher—aide,
Mr, Tom Cyr,

Proud finders of the bean and pea are
King Carl Maldonado and Queen Patty
Desjardins.

CAMPBELL SOUP COMPANY

CAMDEN, NEW JERSEY 08101

January 31, 1973
wes, L, Ouellette
5 Church Street
Vén“Buren,fMaine
Dear Mrs. Ouellette:

Your recent ‘note to our Robert G" Shaffer h
come to our attention for reply. '

Having some years ago been a scl ool
- we certainly : ive te _th'v £
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THE WAR THE FRENCH ARE WAG!NG

" Sothe French are evaluaﬂr Jtr languagel WIth wlld fury, of $o reporters rell us, rhey T
ore oﬂemptlng’ "to purlfy" the SEREe of Eng!lsh words. The,v vlew the purge as "settlng thelr e
houselnorder." S e e S sy

:Wlth as much forlovs energy, fhere are Amerlcqn olces who are counférchhfa'ﬂg Wr",,;: aceums
‘treason s If ln?ernoﬂoml undersfandlng was belng ,!Hrearened at Its. very fouthiaﬂon ‘"“

Durlng fhls cenfury,;.European cwnrrles have been beset by wars, posr-wors“" nlty w
‘Internal wars and cold wars. The people have had Ititle lelsure to check the tides which
‘thelr-cultural or lingulstte asplraﬂens. ‘Our Amerlcan Influence has pervaded every. ﬂber of thalr .
xlsfence on rhe conrlnent, ‘From our vantoge polnr, tha results must generally be go ot

) n!  th ‘of good or bad caused by,wr asslstance

’ [“qumahd oube :




