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INTRODUCTION

The major function of management ie decision-making, and
the most prized attribute of an administrator is good judge-
ment, SHince the second world war, systems studies and the
tools of operations research have contributed greatly to the
good judgement of decision-makérs.

The largest industry in this countryd-edugation--certainly
has its fair share of decision-makers, and the increasing public
demand for accountability in school administration requires
administrators with poor judgement to have their credentials
up-to~date. The decision-science tools that come from opera-
tions research would appear, therefore, to be an important
component of a training program in educational administration.

Over 200 colleges and universities in the United States
offer degree programs in educationalkudministration. and
according to one source {1], 88 of thése offer a program that
leads to'thé doctorate in educational administrafion} This
is a preliminary report on a study of the decision—science
courses that are offered in those programs in educational

administration,

THE STUDY

o In the Qpring of 1973, a review was made”ot the graduate;fjfﬁf




the doctorate in educational administration. The purpose of
the search was to determine_how nany of these universities
offer a course in decislion science for educational &dminis-
trators. Ten of the 88 catalogs were not available for
reviem. |

From a survey of the deans of the schools of education
or the chairmen of the éepartments of education, it was
dotermined that three of the 88 universities did not offer
the doctorate in educational administration. One of these
three was among those whose catalog was not availabhle.

Thexefore, of the 85 universities, 76 catalogs were
available for review, and 22 of them (30 percent) contailned
~a course listing that appeared toaoontain at least a component
which could be callec decision science.

A questionnaire was developed and sent to the instructors
of each of the courses listed in the catalogs. It was also
sent to the deans or chairmen of departments of cducationaI’
administration of the univereities for which no appropriate
course was known--in case a8 new course was developed or a
course was missed in the revieu of the catalogs. ' |

The instrument was desiqned to answer the followinq
questions- l) the number of times per year the couree was o
ﬁftaught; 2) the average enrollment; 3) when the course was first

. taught; 4) the percentage of dootoral candidates in educational

j administration that take the coursez}an:;S) the‘maji“r""‘**




cevered; In eddition, a copy of the syllabﬁs ehd'conrse k
materials was requested. |
Two coples of the one~page instrument along with a
stamped and addressed envolope were sent to each University
in July of 1973, with a follow-up mailing conducted saven
weeks later, of the 85 univerocities surveyed, 58. responded

(68 percent). - L.

LIMITATYIONS
Due to the relatively low rate of response and the

discovery that the listing in The College Blue Book was not

complete, infeirences drawn to the population of universities
offering the doctorate in educational administration are
tenuous. This etudy, then, is descriptive of only those univer-.
sities that responded from the populatien of those listed in k

the referenced section of the source document.

RESULTS OF THE STUDY
O£ the 58 universities that qualified and responded, 53 N

courses were considered as courses that had nat 1east A ;
Component of 'decision science‘ in it."‘ These were consideredffifl:ﬁM

“ion the basis of cataIOg deseriptions and suggestions fron

aédeans. Eleven of these courses were disregarded since theY ffx;,;_

,jpfwere evaluated by the researcher,as not havinq*a_eignifieante



component of decision soience. That left 42'coursea in 37
aifferent universitics,!

That is, 64 percent of the rosponding universities
teugnt at lcask ong graﬂuafn-jnvel nourse Lhat hud at least
a covponent of decision science. Thaso courses wove varied,
and Table 1 shows the emphasis of these courses, as determined
by the rcacercher, in adiditlon to certain deseriptive,data
provided by the instructocs. L
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Table 1 about here

When asked which major toplos were covered in the courses,
several deocision-scicnce areas were mentioncd. Half of the
instructors claimed coverage of a path anaiysis technique.

Almost as many cited planninq programming budgeting system

(PPBS). Management information systems (MIS) and cost effective— 1fﬂ

ness techniques wo"e also frequently mentioned.f Table 2 presentsfﬂ_;i

a summary of the reeponses‘to this‘questionfr,

- 7Tabie 2 about here
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‘ ‘ summny | _
A 1imited survey of course offerings in the area of

;fdecision acionce in educational administration prograns was

ekqene. The data indicate that most of the surveyed programs in Qiff;




educ&tional administration offer at least a component of a
con¢sa in decision science and that these courses are relatively

naw--mosrt, having been initially offered in the past three
yeoys, |

- 4h ld suggonted that a more complete and comprehensive
study Le cerdistod to more acourately capture the scope and
stite-of-rhe-art of the decislon sciences in doctoral programs

in edveational adminiatration.
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Table 2

Major Topics in pecision-Science Reported for the 42 Courees

ittt

b

| Gourses Inoluding Topic
Topic Area : Number 3

Path Analysis 21 50
Planning Programﬁinq Budget System 17 40
Management InformationVSYBtems 14 33
Cost Effectiveness 13 30
Linear Programming 9 21
simulation 6 14
Futuxes 4 10
Management by Objectives_* 4 10




