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ABSTRACT

As a recent curriculuer innovation replacing Freshman
English, the Freshman Investigative Seminar consists of 12 ox 13
students meeting for one semester of five weekly class hours,
directed by faculty from different disciplines. Its objectives are to
lead the student to learn how to gather information from wvarious
sources, how to keep accurate records of research and reading, and
how to write a clear report on a specific topic chosen from research
findings. This course first developed from dissatisfaction with the
traditional Freshman English course and focused on the subject of the
American Indian. Following this general theme throughout the course,
students ultimately gained greater appreciation of and insight into
both the complex culture of the American Indian and the moral issues
involved in confrontations between Indians and the white society.
(JK)
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This course grew out of discussions with students and
colleagues about the activities of Indlan militants at
Wounded Knee, South Dakota, and at the Bureau of Indian

Affairs, Washington, D, C,

Our discussions made us realize how little we knew
about the American Indians and how insensitive we were
to the most sinned against of all Americans, the American

Indian,
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When I was asked to serve as a leader of a Frashman
Investigative Seminar at Upsala College, I had no hesitation

about the topic, It would be: The American Indian,

But first a few words about the idea of a Freshman
Investigative Seminar -- or F,I,S, The F.Z.§. is a recent
innovation in the curriculum at Upsala, It grew out of
dissatisfaction with the traditional Freshman English
course and aimed to provide a quite different emphasis,
ramaly: a course devoted to learning how to learn. In the
F.I.S, the students, 12_- 13 in number, work in conjunction
‘with a professor and a designéted library staff person. The

| B |
objectives include:

l, learning how a professional goss about gathering

information on a given subject;
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. v
2, learning how to keep acourate records of onels i
research and readingi
3. 1learning how to define one's focus and write an

accurate report on the topic selected frd“detailed exploration,

The F,I1.S, courses are limited to one semester of five
hours class-and~library-instruction per week, They are
direcced by faculty frdm various disciplines, Recent F,I.S.
studies have included the followiAQ: Utopian sooieties directed
- by a professor of’history: Freud's drean theories led by a
professor oflséégégﬁ;;ﬁ the South Pacific led by a profeéspr

P

of chemistry; the Tdea of Upsala College conduoted by an

assoclate dean, eto, The students seleot the‘partioular_[,iV

| somimar they ave interested in from a 1ist provided during
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Individual instructors are encouraged to use as much
ardey wisk
originallty and innovaticn in their conduct of the serinars A
as long as they fulfill the general guidelines of the F,I.S,
program -« viz, learning how to learn, learning how to keep

accurate rescords of research, and learning how to write clear

and accurate feports of the subject being investigated,
Let's examine these objectives more closely,

First; learning how to learn; This involves close
‘teamwofk:between the seminar leader, the students’andyﬁhes‘,
librariéqs.° It indludeé;a thoroughiiﬁthdﬁctioh to the

'":;1%5?é?¥§f?‘9¢?é1°8#¢erPéri°diééis']i”51993~ mi°f°fi1mf}; 7 

\1 8%, Tt alsc tnoludes imagina

‘explovation
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phone book to the use of government ageﬁoies. muniocipal
recurds, historical soclety archives, film libraries,

interviews ,,., wherever information can be found,

Thelstudent, like the seminar leader, learns by doing,
In my particular seminar we divided up into teams to find
potential sources of 1nformatibn. Some concentrqted on
the catalogues others on speciai lndioeé, others on
government publications. When we~had‘a'fair,idéa of the

resources of our college library, we fanned but;to other:;“

~ libraries, nuseums, goverhmant'agen¢ies ahd,@he‘like}_ We

made field trips to the Museun of the American Indiam in

- New York and had an archeologlst working on an Indlan dlg
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Wwhen the archeologlist passed around to us a large, flawlessly=-
shaped spear-point about 7 inohes long and weighing about
half a pound, He pointed out that this particular weapon,
though excavated in New Jersey, was made from a type of

AND '
rock found in the far West aenm dated f'rom approximately

3000 B,C, -~ a lesson in time~depth to all of us,)

By the end of thewthird week of the semester‘we hadk~‘
‘gathéred SOMe fafher encouraging bibliography on’varibus
éspects of the American Indian -- his histofy; his religion, E
his arts and‘orafts, his tools and weapons, h1s sports; his

modes of dress and housing, etc,

G
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-

_warm-up exercises for the major investigative report of

the semester, These short essays involved varying degrees’

of documentation from very slight to moderate, The topios

included s

\

l., Personal Impressions of the Anmerican Indian drawn
from films or T,V,
2. An Important Indian Leader or Chief

3. Some specific event involving Indians vs Whites

in American history,

The students submitted their essays on & rexograph

~‘sténdils;so that‘eaoh member of’the_seminar would réoeive

a ooﬁyVOf‘h1s7felléwlstudentS',Work-
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and, finally and most importantly, I wanted to g2ive the
students the opportunity to edit and criticize the papers

of their peers,

The pfocedure was essentially that of an editorial
round-table, Fach student had the responsibility of editing
each essay and of writing a brief oritique touching on clarity,

of poiht, organization, and, where appropriate, accuracy in

the use of sources,

This proved to be a'productive technique - sometimes
painful and‘halting’but at other times lively and enjoyablé._'
As the students overcame their’shyness andksuperficiality,,

| o had more suscessful sessions. Imade it a poliey to
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sessions on oclarity of thought and logical organization

of naterial,

No grades were assipgned to any papers since we had
established from the outset that growth in writineg skills
and performance on the major investigative essay would be

the principal criteria for evaluating the studenis! work,

~Each student had the further obligation of doing a
thorough re~write of each of the preliminary essays, I
arranged individual conferences for review of these revised =

versions to determine the extent to which the'students were

profiting from our editOrialjdiscussions;
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(several on loan from a municipal libra;y), listening to
cassette materials dealing with contemporary Indian problens,
eto, To get a panoramip 1déa of the hiétory of the American
Indlan we divided the subject into periods (eg, pre-Columbian;
the Spanish influenoe 1n6;pu Scuth West; the English.and

the Fast Coastt the French and the Mississippl Valley, eto, )auadb
d“gﬂnﬁ&f.ﬂhanqt.17’7¢ﬁkz.aﬁﬁhd%dzﬁ,52t'qhzcuﬁagﬁ¢¢¢u{;4JZZé
4Lu47knuz€y’clﬁuaL/agakwadi

At the mid-point in the semester we were beginning to
be sufficiently knowledgeable about the Amerioan Ihdians to
begin choosing more'specifio’areas of oonoentrated researOh;
Now we were ready for the most important task of the

sémester} the long;(éo-zs page)vddcumenﬁed esSay; I

| encouraged the students to seleot a toplo of maximum
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We set aside two of our class hours for. individual conferences

and field work,

Anmong the topics submitted were the following ¢

1,

2.

3.

u.

5

6.

The Sun Dance Religion

Ceramic Design in the South West’

Indian Tools and Weapons

Russell Means and the American Indian Movement -
Indian Genooiées the Red Stain on Americats Honor

The Image of the Indian in American School History

Books 1890 = 1970

During the remaining weeks of the semaster_the students°

© submitted trial outlines, revised outlines, first drafts,

| end final araft move ox less ccording o an asraed oalendar,







work 1n The:seminar had edited_about 150 pages or his’*"ﬁf“

¢;students' writing. had done about736 pages of critioal comme

f on their essays, and had written approximately 60-704“

ot h ,1;31 own
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‘"I hated havihg other kids tear my papers apart,‘ jf ;f

but I think 1t halped me."‘ ‘

'157:"Hey, was thts really an English oourse? Sometimesf

~J I had a feélin@ you were puttinq somethinq over'on us;:

‘ ¢“1'11 tell you one thing. I'll never take the Indians

zor granted again.; what a rip-ofr we gave*them:“ :

Ou oomes and summarx¢?§ﬂ < a,q,



i e s

| ther fallovstutonte and n writin, revisins, and romvrit
e o
e 1d°a*based°“"h°9“““““d °"a1“a““8°f Ainfoynation)

1t gavo the members of the seminar an informed insight
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FE

| Proshman Investigative Sominar eerewsh oxoludively,

“’515Th6 héw_ahpr§é¢h 1é_n¢£ §hiy}thoVétiV0.Qbu§ it_ép§§§is3f~, }f

to students, and, best of all, 1t works,




