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ABSTRACT

This paper develops a design for a 1973 study of the social mobility
of men in the civilian noninstitutional population of the United States.
In most respects, the study will replicat: the 1962 benchmark survey of
Peter M. Blau and Otis Dudley Duncan entitled, "Occupational Changes in
a Generation." One ¢bjective of this project is the reestimation of the
parameters of Blau and Duncan models for the process of social stratification-~
the intergenerational transmission of inequalities. Beyond replication for
the purpose of analyzing social change, the design ensures more precise
estimates of stratification for blacks, more complete information on factors
alleged to affect inter~ and intragenerational mobility, and rudimentary
estimates of differential stratification for married men and women currently

living with their spouses.




DESIGN FOR A REPLICATE STUDY OF SOCIAL MOBILITY IN THE UNITED STATES

In the early 1960s Professors Peter M. Blau and Otis Dudley Duncan
initiated a major sample survey of the extent and sources of social
mobility in the United States. Entitled "Occupationai Changes in a
Generation" (0CG), their shrﬁey was carried out as an adjunct to the
monthly Current Population Survey (CPS), which in March of 1962 elicited
data on fertility, education, income,and employment. Using a two-page
mail-back questionnaire from which supplementary details about socioeconomic
origins, residential background, and spouse characteristics were ascertained,
Blau and Duncan were able to carry out an extensive analysis of the processes
of status attainment and social mobility in an unusually large (by éocial
science standards) cross-section sample of the American population.

We are presently engaged in a replication and extension of the 1962
0CG survey for which the field work will be carried out in 1973. 1In this
paper our purpose is to present the major features of our study design
and, in so doing, to give particular attention to problems in achieving a
strict replication. Our concept of a strict replication is taken from
Duncan (19693 1970) and denoctes a reapplication of the same measurement
instruments, according to the same techniques of sampling, to an equivalently
defined population as in a baseline study; we differentiate a strict replica-
tion from a restudy, in which one or more elements of the original design
has been compromised. The idea of replicating the OCG survey has received
some attention in the recent literature on social reporting, not only

because of the quality and importance of the baseline measurements, but



also
data

1971,

because the model~building strategy employed in analyses of the 1962
seems especially likely to yield useful social indicators (see Land,

and his introductory chapter of this volume). In an agenda on

"Social Reporting for the 1970s" prepared for the Commission on Federal

Statistics, Sheldon, Land, and Bauer recommend "the replication of the

Occupational Changes in a Generation survey in 1972 and the repetition

of the survey on at least a decennial basis'" (1971:418). 1In arguing for

a replication Sheldon, Land, and Bauer:

With

First of all, the survey was conducted in 1962 which makes the
data nearly a decade old. Second, this had been a decade of
broadened governmental activities to influehce;the distribution
of opportunities throughout the society, particularly with regard
to racial and ethnic minorities. Therefore, it is a matter -.f
congiderable urgency to ascertain the effects, if any, of such
activities on sccial mobility. Finally, excellent though the
survey was by comparative standards, it could certainly be im-
proved in both its execution and analysis if repeated today.

regard to the feasibility of replicating the 0CG survey in order to

measure trends in stratification, Otis Dudley Duncan has written (1968:

716):

We are now in a position to argue that any real change in the
degree of stratification, or in correlations between variabiés
implicated in the process of stratification, prévided thevciznge
is large enough to be interesting, can be dﬁFected by repegted

surveys, provided there is rigorous standardization of concébts,

e
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scales, and survey techniques. Thus, I would urge that high
priority be given to a replication of the 0CG survey in 1972 (to
take advantage of the convenience of a ten~year interval). In
all relevant particulars, the survey should repeat the procedures
used ten years earlier., This would not preclude experimentation
with new questions, alternative measures of occupational status
and so forth, provided that these are handled as additions to the
replication and not as substitutes for it.
While the time is already past when we might have enjoyed the convenience
of replication at a ten-year interval, in other respects we do hope to

fulfill the recommendations cited above.

The 1962 Survey: Design

The target population of the 1962 OCG survey was males 20 to 64 years
old in the civilian noninstitutional population in March 1962 (including
as eligibie about 900,00 Armed Forces personnel living with families on
military posts in the United States or off posts in civilian quarters).
Details of the design and procedures of the CPS in 1962 have been des-
cribed elsewhere (U.S. Bureav of the Census, 1963; 1967). Suffice it to
say that the stratified, multi-stage cluster saﬁple included more than
35,000 occupied dwelling units or households which contained about 25,000
eligible males, By March of 1973 the design of the CPS sample will have
changed in several respects, Major changes include a substantial increase
in the size of the sample, reduction in the size of sample segments, and
use of 1970 Census materials in the selection of new primary sampling

units, the preparation of lists of households, and the weighting of sample



data to represent tha estimated current age-sex-cclor composition of the
population. Since the primary effects of these changes are to improve the
efficiency of the survey and to update proceduras for adjusting the data

to reflect changes in the composition of the population, they are not ex-
pected to zffect replicability. Other changes in CPS procedures, discussed
below, present greater obstacles to comparability.

CPS interviewers left behind a two-page questionnaire for each eligible
'male, and of these 83 percent were returned. The 20,700 respondents
represented about 45 million males in the eligible population. Two items in
the supplement (father's occupation and son's first full-time occupation) were
subjected to a field edit, and the entire supplement was reviewed when the
response to either of these items was deficient. Mail and personal follow-up
calls were made, and in addition to the weights usually applied in the CPS
to reduce sampling variability, the data were weighted to compensate for the

effects of fallure to return the supplement.

The 1962 Survey: Summary of Major Findings

Analyses of the 1962 OCG data advanced the ability of students of
stratification to describe and analyze the processes of inter- and intra-
generational mobility.l We have learned, for example, that the flow of
manpower from social origins to social destinations (father to son occu-
pational mobility), for the 45 million males represgented in these data,
was comprised primarily of small upward and downward movements (in terms
of the status ranking of occupations). Despite a large amount of upward
mobility, the patterns of recruitment to occupations in adulthood and of
the supply from origin sectors were not random. Independent professionals,

proprietors, and farmers in 1962 displayed a marked tendency to "inherit"



the self-employed occupations of their fathers. On the other hand, the
threé lowest (status) white-collar occupational groups (clerical, retail
sales, and service) and the two lowest blue-collar categories (both non-
farm labor) both recruited extensively from other occupational statuses
in the paternal generation and were sources of supply (from the paternal
generation) to other {(destination) statuses in the filial generation.
Patterns of inter-generational supply and recruitment appeared to be re-
flecting shifts in the structure of the labor force, as for eXample in the
expansion of the lower white~collar occupational sector.

On balance, the net upward direction of inter-genérational mobility
was a function of short-distance movements (in the socioeconomic space
of rank-ordered occupational statuses) induced in part by structural
expansion and supported by semi-permeable boundaries between the farm and
the manual labor sectors and between the blue-collar and white-collar
sectors. These semi-permeable boundarics between '"classes” permitted
upward mobility from one sector to another but inhibited downward mobility.
Whetiter the pattern and degree of upward mobility is a function of his-
torical trends (that is, period-specific differential fertility rates and
farm to nonfarm migration rates) is a matter for future study; this is an
example of the type of trend issue to which our research 1is designed to
speak.

Although the OCG research is important for its description of inter-
generational mobility for the selected age cohorts as of 1962, perhaps
the more fundamental contribution to the study of stratification (and

indirectly to public policy) follows from the Blau and Duncan analysis
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of the process of gtatus attainment, The latter is different{ated from
mobility analysis in that the process of status attainment focuses the‘
analyst's attention on the degree to which the status attainments of the
son depend upoﬁ the statuses of hisvfather, and on the variables which
intervene between origin and deétination statuses to explain the effect

of paternal achievements on filial achievements, Mobility analysis, on
the, other hand, does not typically decompose the movement between statuses
into its constituent elements, thereby limiting the understanding of how
vertical circulation is facilitated or thwarted by events and conditions
in one's social nast and throughout the life cycle.

With regard to the decomposition of paternal on filial occupationél
achievement, Blau and Duncan specified a causal model of the process of
inter-generational status attainments by ordering status events in the
life cycle as in Figure 1 and by estimating the dependence relationships
through a series of recursive regression equations. These methods pro-
vided for a quantitative assessment of: the antecedent conditions of
socloeconomic status achievements, the relative importance of social

origins, and of later achieved statuges (that is, education) for these socio-

economic attainments,

From their basic model, Blau and Duncan concluded that years of formal
schooling accounted for nearly all of the direct effects of paternal occu-
pational status and education on son's occupational standing as of 1962.
Moreover, son's education and the number of siblings in his family of origin
explained virtually all of the variance in occupational status between fhe

farm and the nonfarm background subgroups (since those of farm origin



attained fewer years of schooling, an outcome, in part, of higher levels
of fertility in the parental generation and the lower socioceconomic
backgréund statuses associated with the farm residential sector).

Aside from education, another intervening variable between social
origins and social destinations (see Figure 1) wag first full-time jdb
after the completion-of schooling (the measurement of this variable enfailed
knotty problems aud possible re;;rting errors).v Holding constant social.
background statuses, education was more influential in determining 1962
occupational statuses for each of the selected age cohorts than was first
job, although there was some fluctuation in the net regression coefficients
across cohorts. Ignoring distortions owing to &ifferential reporting and
measurement errors, these fluctuations in the cohort models reflected both
histdrical aspects of the respective cohort experiences and differential
durations of full-time labor force tenurc. In the 1962 cross-section these
effects could not be separated directly, but in the propcsed trend data,
such an issue becomes tractable.

The OCG data permitted an examination of ethnic and minority group
achievements based on the Blau and Duncan model of the process of status
attainment. First and second generation immigrants to the U.S. differed
(in 1962) in the degree to which their national origin backgrounds accounted
for the variance in their respective socioeconomic attainments in their
adopted country. For native sons of foreign parentage, national origin
was less a factor in educational and o;cupational status attainment than

for their fathers. Still, among these native white males of nonfarm back-

ground (determined by paternal employment in farm or nonfarm occupations
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while son was about age 16), the Russian-Americans surpassed all other
ethnic subgroups, while the Latin Americans fell below all others in educa~
tional and occupational gttainments. By and large the variance between
these white ethnic gro;?s(could be attributed to social origin differentials
and subsequent achievements, leaving little support for the theory of
pervasive discrimination in the distribution of education and occupation on
grounds of national ancestry. Moreover, that both sons of immigrants and
native males who had migrated from their regions of birth enjoyed greater
social mobility than natives who had remained in their natal environs
attested to the possiblity of achievement and assimilation for white males,
irrespective of national origins,

However, there was no similar evidence for the operation of vertical
circulation based on universalistic criteria in the OCG data for nonwhites:
(hereafter, blacks). Nei;her background characteriscics (paternal statuses
and Southern natality) nor educational differentials were capable of
accounting for the relative socioceconomic underachievements of blacks
vis~4-vis whites of similar characteristics; these differences were greater
at the higher levels of completed schooling. While for white minorities
there was no£ abundant evidence for a "cycle of poverty," there was.greater
plausibility for such a condition among the black population in 1962: for
each of the achieved statuses of education, occupation, and income, there
remained proportions of black-white differences which could not be éxplained
by regional, social-background, and intellectual characteristics, and prior
achieved status. In short, in the 1962 data there was evidence for cumulative

racial (but' not national origin) discrimination over the 1life cycle.2




o ’Poliey Implications
L Following cheldon and Land (1972:139) we may say that social indicatorg

';-‘derived from oco data (past and future} are mainly "analytie" or- "deacriptive,";t‘V*i
efhlrather than "problem oriented or directly poli y-oriented."' That is they :
‘T*hd, serve ss components of explicit conceptual and causal models" of eegments f
"l,;iof the soeial syetem and are “intended primarily to describe fha state of
}:‘isociety and changes taking place within it," while their utility for “direct
, ‘use in policy and program decisions" 1s 1imited. o o | _
This is not merely a euphemietic way of seying the 0CG data are. irrel~ !
evant in policy formation. Like Blau and. Duncan (1967:1), we believe that‘ -
4 ~our findings "will be helpful to policy-makers and the interested public :
in formulating appropriate action programs and clarifying public controversy.
k7, We think that our findings will be usefnl to policy-makers andwothere by
helping them to asgess the opportunities which are available to majot pop- .

ulation subgroups and the factbxs which limit or enhance those opportunities.

Such assessments are not presently availeble from any other source wiih the -

‘scope and detail made possible by the combination of the original ané replicated_ ’ﬁﬁ
0CG surveys, and we believe they can be an important input to processes of
setting goals and strategies fnr the enhancement of opportunity.
At the same time we do not wish to overstate the ut{lity of our research
in the formation of policy. Other large-scale social research has engendered
great disappointment by claiming more immediate relevance to the formation of
policy than was justified by the facts, and we do not propose to repeat such

claimg. For example, we think 1t most unlikely that our work will lead

directly to the implementation of specific social programs with predictable
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4“!;£}7cost and effeotivenees. The major policy valuo of our resserch liee in ,~ff;;;°

:'lw;;fdite potential contributions-esubétentive and methodologicai—«to ths

;tconstruction of a time-series of ! indicatora (both desoriptive and analytio)

':of the distribution of sooial and economio opportunity in the United Qtates.,:ia,
| ffSpecifically, there ere five area{ in which we think our’ study oan contribute ??'

o to. policy formation.

(a) In the assessment of widesp eed beliefs about equality of opportunity

;Vand factors affecting 1t. We think that the “debunking" function of OCG

't findings ehould not be underrated.r For example, findings from ths 1962 '

,‘studu cast a great deal of doubt on the_utility of eoncepte of a "°Y¢18">,

; orf"cultute" of poverty, and more epecificaiiy on the suggestion tnat fsmilyAe,t
instability was the major source of white-black achlevement differentiaie.;

: Other pertinent 1962 findings include the fact that exceae fertility in the
family of orientation 18 not a major factor in blaok-white occupation end

income differentials in adulthood and that discrimination in the labor market

18 a gource of a larger share of white-black4occupation and incomo_differentials;:iié
than is differential educational attainment. We;expect our replieationTto
further validate and refine these findings and to produce new findinge about
specific variables in the process of achievement which are relavant to public
policy. For example, we shall obtain measurements of the role of militery

~ service, union membership and interruptions in schooling on the inheritance'ofn :
gocial status across generations., In a sense‘such meesurements;prouide'
"cost-free" estimates of the possible value of successful intervention in:tne

achievement process.
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(b) In locating und defiaing the problems- of specific population sub-

'55292;. We think that our measurements on women and on ethnic-racial
groups¥-eépeciélly on blacks and on the Spanish-speaking--and on fural
out-m;grant: will be especially pertinent here, F;om a policy perspective
the outcome of these measurements in younger cohorts, inaSmuch as their

experiences incorporate recent trends, will be especially iﬁteresting.

(c) In;providing>an overall model of the process of aocial énd'econoqig |

achievement which can serve as a frame of reference for discussions about

spacific aspects of that process, We expect to refine and elaborate ché
"basic" model of oécupational achievement proposed.by Blau and Duncan, We
think the value of operating within that kind of explicit model is amply
illustrated by findings like those cited under (a) above, and at a more
general level, by other'examples of soclial indicator modeis in this volume.

(d) In providing a set of current trend estimates on major features

of the process of -soclal achievement, We think that trend measurements

‘willibe of value in the process of policy formation, even where the allo-
cation of responsibility for specific changes (o: the lack thereof) is a
matter of judgment, rather than proof. It has been our impressicu that

the value of single-time measurements, like the survey undertsiken for

Equality of Educational Opportunity, is lower because many policy judgments

must rest on inherently unsupportable assumptions about what earlier surveys
might have shown, Fortunately, the design of 0CG permits us to obtain implicit
trend measurements in a single~time survey, to replicate and validate earlier
trend measurements of the same kind, to obtain benchmark trend measurements on
additional variables, and to extend the existing "stock' of trend measurements

by one more point in time,




(e) 'In 1mproving the measurement of processes of soclal ond:oooﬁomio',

achievement. We think that our investment in 1mproved meaauromentjiéohé
niques-—and alao in new techniques of data reduction and analyeie-—will

’bo quite as important for the policy applications of our findinge as for

o

their purely acadomio uses, We think our proposed 1nnovationa can contribute ~§5*f

both to the quality and 1egitimacy of the information:we can‘eupply and to
tho developmant of methods for future‘roplications and‘other~roiaréd étudies,

| For example, the questions of poverty and ite poasible transmission .
between generations arf interesting research iesues for the student of
American society and of its distribution of rewards, servioea, and life.
changes, 0CG data bearing on those issues can also serve as a baseline
for a series of social reports on the trends of opportunity and sooio—
economic well-being in this country. Knowing that as of 1962, growing
up in an intact (rather than a broken) family provides from 0,6 to 1.0
year more of schooling for young boys, that increasing their fathers‘ Ocou- _
pational statuses by 10 Socloeconomic Index (Duncan, 1961: Chapter 6) unita
adds another 0.3 years, and that limiting the number of their potential
siblings by one would increase their formal education by yet another 0,2
years 18 at least potentially useful for those whose function is to write{
public policy. 3eing able to calculate the costs of discriminatioﬁ in
the distribution of education and occupational status (among men of differ-
ent skin colors but othorwiae oquiva%gnt) in terms of Qollare of earnings
not only speaks to the credibility of‘academic arguments regardingrrhe
pervasiveness of a 'culture of poverty' for pll of ''the poor"'(regardless

of skin color), but 1t provides statistical estimates of the cost (ceteris
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Earibuq} of being black. Moréover, the lat:er estimates could be used to
calculate the probabie gains to black citizens, and to the nation as a
waole, of ameliorative pfograma and of alternative interventions in the
processea of status attainment.

A detailed analysis of cohort-specific attainment processes for
whites and‘blacka during the past decade'would;conatituté:an imporﬁént
input to social policy formulation. After all, one could'argﬁe that the
gocial legislation of the late 19508 and the 19608 should by now be pro*‘
ducing éffects on the distribution of statuses and 11fg chachs beﬁween‘
racial and ethnic‘minorities, at least for gelected aggkcohdfts. Althqugh 

o o ;
the effects of specific programs are unquestionably difficult to disentangle,

one would expect prima facie the effects of discrihination‘tg be less costly
on younger cohorts of minorities in 1972 tﬁan in 1962.‘j;£,:q§9? compared
with the 0CG baseline, replication data were to indicate no:diﬁlnﬁtton in
the cost to younger cohorts of being black, one might regard this as a
relevant datum for the eQaluation of current public policies, Regardless
of the outcome of a rcplicate study, we argue that such an undértaking is
policy-related, at ‘least té the degree that the maximization of opportunity
for all Americans is still a viable sccietal goal. '

In this context, we feel that an 1ntergeﬁerétional focus 1s an
appropriate framework for estimating the degree of opportunity (alternatively,
the degree of status inheritance). We argue that atteﬁtion directed at the

mechanisms by which statuses (including "poverty') are transmitted between

generations captures the essence of the process of stratification, or secial
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mobility, as this précesa is éxpe:ienced differently,by’varioue age
cohorts or aubpbpulationQ; By calculating cohort= and pgriod-epeeific
data for intergenerational étatue‘transmission, th;:relacionShipa of
cause and effect, of policies and aocial conditions, ahd of events and
popuiatibhs are renderedumoxe tractgble. We would'drgue further £hat
data so derived are more useful 1in asseésing our abilities to reach
societal goalsk(that is, équélity of Oppdrtunity) than are aggtegate
income and family labor force statistics for short-term movements into
and out of "poveity." |

Our replication of the 1962 0CG study will provide # valuable cross=-
sectional survey of these 1ssues (and others) for the new decade, and ;

both cross-sections will be g rich resource for information concerning_

L]

the stratification of American society, as experienced by specific age
cohorts of males, For example, 1}’we accept the basic causal mbdel adduced
in Figura 1, we can construct tab;es of statiétical eétimétesylike Table 1
(containing estimates of c§eff1c1ents in the basic ﬁodel of achievement’
for four age cohorté of nonfarm men in 1962) for both 1962 and 1972, Our’
replication 1s designed so changes in the coeffiéiente over the dacade
indicate real shifts in the processes of status attainment. Chahgesyin
coefficients for the age group 25-34 in both years will be indicative of’
£nter-period shifts in the parameters of stratificaticen for persons at
éduijklent stages of the life cycle; associated with fluctuations in the
coefficients for an aging cohort (for example ages 25-~34 in 1952 and ages
36-45 in 1973) will be the effects of maturation and 1its locatioﬁ in

history. 1In short, our replication will allow a duplication of the types

Table 1 about here
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of analyses summarized above from the 0CG study in a secondacrose—section,
but in conjunction with the 1962 ocs, the 1972 data will introduca new
,capacities for the assessment of trend over the decade.

We understand the net result of our replication to be the estimation ’

of a set of parameters for the processea of stratification which have the s

status of gsocial indicators. These indicators, be they single coefficients J;f e

such as those in Table 1 or entire systems of equations (or their graphic

counterparts, as in Figure 1), delineate social conditions in the two cross*l S

sections define lingering and new social problems, and trace eocial trends
over the decade in the intergenerational mobility processes, "which by
social engineering may hopefully be guided toward social goale formulated
by socialkplanning" (paraphrase of Stuart Rice's 31967, definition of social ,i’n
indicators from the form cited in Duncan, 1969:2), We concur'uitninuncan'?g¥_:7xi
(1969) that replication studies of the sort permitted by the 0C0 cross-sectiOn
and the provision of analytic indicators of states and trends are important :
"next steps" for the social sciences, It is our view that replications of
baseline studies of tne variaty proposed here not only enrich the context
wherein a system of social accounts (social reports) is possible, but these |
endeavors also serve to consolidate, integrate, and advance our soclal science
qua science. The latter functions ensue from the demands imposed by the goal
of social accounting--demands for the standardization of measurement, for
reference to clearly defined populations and subpopulations, and for the
storage of archival data in accessible forms for the myriad purposes of
secondary analysis--as well as from the sheer accumulation of knowledge so

derived.

PR
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‘iThe 1973*study:~ Design3'

Three major deta collection operations are included in the deeign of
,tthe 1973 replicatiOn end extension of 0CG (hereafter, OCG-II). The firet
5ie a national eurvey, carried out in conjunction with the March 1973 CPS, |
| which will be comparable to the March 1962 CPS and 0CG survey, except that
:i'blacks and persons of bpanish origin ot descent will be oversampled. The
second phaee of the field work is a statewide survey in Wisconsin, also to‘
N be carried out in the spring of 1973, The third phase comprises several
efforts to ascertain response validity and reliability, which ueea eubeamples
of both the national and’statewide'surveys. we shall describe these three
phases of data collection in the order listed above.

1. The national survey! data collection

In the national survey we aim to achteve a strict replication of the
1962 study within the limits of desirability and feaeibility; We have
sacrificed*comparability grudgingly: where the design could be improved, and
where the 1962 design is soydefective‘that replication‘did not seem worth-
while (as in the meascrement of first job)} vhere we had evidence that
failure to replicate exactly had no effects on comparability (see Duncen,
1968:715), and where the a1ternative was not to do the study at all, In
some ways failure to replicate is inevitable. For exemple, given identical
procedures, the upward intercohort trend in educational attainment would be
expected to improve the reporting of both contempOraneoas and retrospective
ltems. Likewise, while the field work again was carried out by the U.S.
Bureau of the Census, it will be impossible to replicate 1962 procedural

and organizational conditions exactly (see Thompson, 1970; Shapiro and
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Thompson, 1972). With one important exception, the coding of~occupation,
we could not oxpect to exerciee any control over procedurea in the March
CPS which have changed in the past eleven years. |

0ne mejor change in the method of date collection in the national

survey which has been dictated by changee in the CPS deeign wae that iteme

‘ in the 0CG-11 eupplement were ascertained by means of a meil-out, meil-beck
questionnaire in late August or early September of 1973, rather then by
a leeve-behind mail-beck operation in March, while we would have pra—b
ferred to retain the 1962 procedure, the Bureau of the Cenaus aeeured us
that a mail-out survey of experienced reepondente with telephone and
personal follow-up by CPS interviewers would yield data of coverege end " f:‘fh
k‘quality comparable to that obtained in the 1962 aurvey.gkOur preteat |
experience substantiates thie confidence. | R A

In addition to the usual labor force information the March CPS houae-

hold interview contains a supplement in which a variety of 80cioec0nomic ﬁ

information 1s ascertained, for example, educational attainment work experience;
and the several components of income. It 1is this supplementary 1n£orma_tion »
{n the household record which makes the March CPS so attractive as a sample
frame, Because of the pattern of rvotation into and out of the CPS sample,
according to which each selected housing unit is in the sample for the same

four months during cach of two consecutive years, there is a 75 percent

overlap from month to month in the composition of the CPS sample. In

principle, the linkage of household records from month to month permits the
construction of lengthy records without placing the burden of a lengthy

interview on respondents. However, in order to produce a larger volume
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of linked records, the length of the March interview has been increased,
and supplements to interviews in adjacent months have been eliminated.
Thus, the ‘Bureau of the Census 18 concerned about demands already placéd
on respondehts by March interviews and i1s understandably reluctant to
burden fhém with additional questionnaires at that"timei

With the 0CG field operation carried out in Aggustkand September,
no reépondent was contacted for the first time within two months of his
rotation out of’the CPS sample or within two months of his rotation back
in. Thus, one advantage to the new design was a lessening of concern
wi thin the Bureau of the Census about the possible effects of the 0CG
questionnaire on returning members of the CPS sample. An éttendant dis-
advantage to the revised design 1s that the Bureat could nof undertake
a personal follow-up bf movers between March and September who leave
their Harch primary sampling unit of residence (usually a county or a large
metropolitan area), We gauge this to be a relatively minor problem because
telephone and mail foilow-ups were r.ode, and most movers remained in the

same primary sampling unit,

2, The national survey: sample design

Changes in the sample design for the 1973 0CG were dictated by éhanges
in the CPS. design over the past decade, to which we have already referred,
and also by our interest in oversampling blacks and persons of Spanish origin
or descent. Because the CPS sample has been_expanded to 1nc1udé 45,000
housePold interviews, which yield an average of about one eligible respondent
per household, we obtain about 37,500 completed supplements (if 1962 response

rates to the supplement are maintained). The larger total sample will permit




us to undertake detailed analyses which could not be contemplated even

| - with a sample as large as that obtained in 1962: For example, we shall

‘be able to usc a more detailed occupational classification than the ‘
v17-category scheme used in 1962 for basic occupationel mobility analyees.

We will ba ab1e to talk with more confidence about cohorts defined by |
S-year age intervals, and we will be able to make some interocohort ’
comparisons within population subgroups defined by region of origin,s
'nativity, national origin, race, and other variables.

Of these possibilities the most important may be that of produting

accurate estimates of parameters. of the Stratification process for cohorts
; within the black population. The interpretation of 1962 OCG data was fruh-“
trated at many points by the 1arge sampling errors of estimates pertaining |
‘ to the black quulation.: We thought it ospecially important that accurate
estimates for cohorts of b1acks be obtained because of the possibility that
*;the parameters of the stratification process for blacks may have changed
‘within the past decade. While the expansion of the CPS sample increases '
the number of black respondents from about 2000 to 3500 we thought ‘that
estimates of sufficient accuracy could be obtained only by increasing the
sample of blacks to the point where we will have at least 1500 respondents
per 10-year age group, that is, by again doubiing the size of the black
sample. Our plan for supplementing blacks was to draw about 4000 persons
from the October 1972 CPS sample, from households wherefthe head 18 Negro.
In March of 1973, CPS interviewers visited about 5000 such households, as
identified in October, to screen for eligible black males and to elicit
personal (or telephone, where necessary) interviews, on the substance of the

March CPS schedule and the 0CG supplement,
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Because of the widespread belief (supported by some presumptive
evidence {n the 1962 data, namely B, Duncan and Duncan, 1968) that persons

of Sbanieh origin face obstacles to social achievement which are similar j

‘to those faced by blacks, we increased the number of euch‘persons‘in,the“:

‘Sampie up to the approximate number of blacke, 2000, included inkthe 1962 i

| saﬁple; Households of SpaniSh origin were idehtified from the October .

4
%
-

1972 CPS and added to the March 1973 CPS sample; these hbuseholds were
contacted for CPS labor fotée, income and work expe:ience information aa
part of the régulaf CPS survey in March. Along with thé basic sample ftun
tha March CPS frame, eligible méles of Spanish origin were mailed the 0CG
questioﬁﬁaire in late August or September. We gaingd an additional 2000
men of Spanish origin by this means. |

3. The national survey: procedural changes and replication

An opportunitykto measure the aggregate effect of ptocedural changes
follows from the fact that most cohorts covered in the 1962 study also
appear in the reS&ication. By aécertainingyoccupation in March 1962 we

will be able to replicate the findings as of 1962 for three of the ten-year

S ,
K,cohorts covered in 1962, subject only to the effects of procedural change,

cohort attrition, and differential recall, As to errors of recall of occu-
pations five or ten years in the past, we have obtained one measurement
which suggests that such errors are not large in comparison with errors
affecting éontemporaneous reports of occupations. For employed mén, 19
years and older in 1968, who recalled having an occupation in July 1963,
the correlation cgefficient between recalled occupation and actual CPS
report of occupation'iﬁ‘1§63 was ,80, when major occupation categorles were

scored using Duncan's (1961) index of socloeconomic status (calculated from
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- Waleh and Buckholdt, 1970)., This may be compared with a oorteletion of

.86 repotted by Siegel and hodge (1968) for a11 males in a Censue-CPs match.~4<;7
: Our capacity to achieve replication will be enhanced by our acceee to b

{‘pthe 1962 unit record tapea. We shall be able to improve comparability by

‘othoee for the 1973 deta. Our acceea to both sete of unit record tapes will
'L?T;alao make it poseible to’uce new coding and eceling eystema, like the preetige

i~ecores for all occupationa developed at: NORc (Siegel, 1971) '
| Our effort to achieve comparability is inconvenienced in one minot igk;!i'
reopect becauee the replication waa cerried out in 1973. tather than ic
‘»1972 ae we had origin~11y hOped.} Beceuse each cohort is 10 yeare oldcr 10
years 1ater, a 1972 replication would heve permitted ua to use the aame i
;ase-breaka for purpoaes of inter-cohort, inter—petiod, age-conatant comparisone
as for intra-cohort interoperiod comparisone. In order to make both kindo o
of compariaone with the 1973 replication, we will have to use two eets of
age-breaks and extend the coverage “of the survey by one year. For example,;;:kj
to compare the achievements of men aged 55-64 in the two periods, we need
only to use the same age-breaks in both samples. However, men aged 45-56 in
1962 will be 56-65 in 1973, 8o to make trye intra-cohort comparieons we have ‘fi cﬁeg
to shift the age-breaks and to include 65 year-olds in the eligible population, -

Qur twin goals of extension and replication of the substance of Blau

and Duncen benchmark survey have lengthened the 0CG queetionnaire_(deecribed
subsequently) . The pretest draft comprised eight legal-gized pages, compared
to the two pages of the 1962 0CG supplement, We share with the Bureau of the

Census gome concern about the effect of questionnaire length on response rates
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gL and quality. Consequently, the pretest wag designed to test two forms of

»“v;‘the questionnaire~~the long form, which we designed, and the originel 1962

f instrument. The pretest. conducted in Chic88°: HOuston. end San Antonioii’ f?y
'gin the fsll of 1972 provided 1imited comparisons of the two instruments
",with regard to effects of length layout formats. and deliberate changes pt”

~ 4n selected items which had been regarded as defective in the 1962 (short) :

- iform. These issues of departure from strict replication are reported
,‘below in the secélon, "questionnaire design.“ | |

As noted in a previous section the supplement items'on father's
occupation and son' 8 first job after leaving school were edited in the Hl
field in 1962, Questionnaires where either of those items were left blank
or did not permit coding at the level of major occupatiOn groups were rejected§;;
and assigned to interviewers for follow-up during April. Exact replicstion ;il
kof these procedures should present no difficulty.‘ -

Another procedural source of noncomparsbility is the change in methoda ,tk

o for allocating values for missing-data on March CPS~items. The Bureau of

the CenSus uses a "hot deck" technique to allocate responses for items with :

missing data (Levine, 1967). - This procedure involves the creation of a
matrix whese cells represent subpopulations likely to differ in respect to

the item for which values are to be allocated. After a cold etart ! in

which average values are entered in the matrix and substituted for miseing
data for persons in the cell, an observed value for the first pereon in a 2]
cell with data present is recorded, and that value is substituted for missing |
~data for persons in the sams cell until another record with a response is
'processed, at which point the new value_becomes‘the proxy for~missing deta.

The procedure has gome tendency to distort analytical results, beceused
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"“;7variablee aeeigned by the method are related to other measured variables = -

-ffonly¥throush their mntual relatione with variablee uged to construct the

,matrix.» While thie procedure will be followed in 1973 aa it wae in 1962,.1 :ﬂ»~;?;;
’;the variablee ente:ing the matrixes have changed, with effects on tha data el
rwhich are. preeently unknown to us. One bright element in thie picture 13

hat'the"973Ctape will have allocated items “flagged,“ 80. e ehall be

5ebleito aeeeee‘aome of tha effecte of allocation on our Eindinge.;n;~j;;f5¢55

» ' i“concepts or queetione relating to Merch CPs items which will
:be ueed exteneively in OCG-II analyeee preeent an eepecially difficult I

" For example, the wording of the income questione has been changed :

, ,:problem.‘

"f;ﬁsignifiCantly, and work experience in the preceding year, which ie ueed in

"'lithe allocation of income nonreeponses, is now aecertained in March, rather "“u

E ffthan in February. We can think of no remedy for differences in the meaaurement:efi

of income between the two surveye beyond reliance on profeeeional opinion ae :

' ',to the extent and nharacter of those differencee.‘

'i‘i In the caee of occupation, which we view ae the most important concept i'ahj -
,in our research deeign, the problem of- eetablishing comparability is super- ‘
'ficially greater than in the case of income but we think we have achieved k

'a eatiefactory resolution of 1t.. In the period since 1962 there have been -

a couple of minor changes in the series of queetione used to ascertain

occupation, industry; and class of worker. For example, the category

"government” under class of worker has been split into local, state, and

federal categories. More importantly, persons reporting self-employment

are asked whether their own business is incorporated, and, if so, they are

reclassified as private wage and salary workers. One major change in the
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S the'seriea'isrthe addition of the question, "What vere. ('.'a,mostiimoorfoht

';accivitiee ot duties?  Responses to this question are reported to have a

B *'o}f;large effect on the classification of eelf-employed craftamen who are

' -;frequantly misciassified as managers but will not be classified in the '
'appropriate craft category unlese their major activity actually is management,i:f"?;
o In addition to these changes occupations are now being coded in the 1970 |

Cenaus claseification, which represents a substantial departure from that L v

- ysed m 1960, and in the March 1962 CPS (Gteene Priebe, and Morrison, 1969: ‘
‘Bregger, 1971},

After considering a variety of alternatives we dectded to have each
occupation item presented in its up-to-date form and coded twice: onca t_or"'i
1970 spec!fications by the regular CPS codexe' a second time to 1960 -
specifications, ignoring the item on major duties and activities, byra staff -
of c&dars specially.trained to use 1960 CensUe materials, By thiskdovioe.wo’,;'
achieve replication of procedures employed in the baseline study, insufg :
consistency in the claesifiéoiioo of occupoiions botweon tﬁosé agoottoiﬁeé,o :
in the March 1973 CPS and those in the 0CG-11 suppleoeot, and eosy ?eolication~¥€;
of current (1970) measurement‘procedures in the ooit 0CG sutoey. R s

4. _The Wisconsin surv_z

The State of Wisconsin survey was fielded in March-April 1973 through
the University of Wisconsin Survey Research Laboratory. We conducted
telephone interviews of about forty minutes' duraoion with izOOiwhito’ﬁales
in the age range 20-65, and personal interviewé of about an hour's length
with 800 black males in the same sge range. Because of the nearly comolete

concentration of the state's small black population in Milwaukee, vi:tuhllyk




£
Za

i 25

all of the black respoﬁdente wéxe drawn from that area. White respondents
were sampled in accordance with a stratified random sampling of telephon;
numberg from throughout the Statéi One function of the state survey was

to update and improve a time eerié@ on socioecononic achievement in Wisconsin
which began in 1961 and to make poébible state-national compérisons (say) of
labor force participation and returna to education. To accomplish this end,
the State questionnaire contained all relevant items from the March 1973'CPS
interview, in addition to items constifuting the national 0CG supplement; ‘In ;
this survey we could ascertain religious affiliation, index social participation,_i

and measure attitudes which were either practically or politically infeasible in

the context of the naticnal study design. Finally, the statewide survey providedfkc

excellent opportunities for the agsessment of data quality, especlally the
quality of proxy reports of parental statuses, as discussed subsequently.

In its own way the State of Wisconsin survey is a benchmark study, owing
to its concurrence with and its replication of‘our national survey. ‘These
data are a "splice'" between the national time series and what could become
a statewide one, The items unique to the state questionnaire were chosen
to enrich our understanding of nonstatus or nonsocioeconomic consequences of
social mobility. We included consequences such as mobility ideology, work
ethic, alienation, voting, social involvements, and psychological well-being;
clearly some of these '"consequences" may be '"causes" of mobility., Our purpose,
in any event, is to integrate two types of analytic indicators: (1) those which
describe the process of stratification in structural terms (for example,

Figure 1 of this paper) and which can be normed against national parameter

estimates for the same models, and (2) those indicator modéls which portray
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social and psychological processes. Such an integration of models enriches
our knowledge of how opportunities for social mobility are related to both
social and psychological integration.

5, Measurement of response errox.

One of the criticisms made of the 1962 0CG was that estimates of the
rigidity of the stratification system were biased downward by virtue of
random measurement error, particularly in respect to parental characteristics
(Bowles, 1972). wﬂile we are not inclined to agree with Bowles' estimates of
the extent of the problem, we think that it will be useful to éssemble a
variety of data on the extent and character of measurement error and to
make use of it in the course of our analyses.

One incidental check on reliability will be provided by ascertaining
educational attainment in the OCG supplement (as part of the series to
ascertain first job after leaving achool; as well as in the March CPS. More
important, we shall obtain a work tape from the regular CPS reinterview
program following the March CPS, and the Bureau of the Cénsus will reinterview
samples of 500 whites and 500 blacks on selected CPS and 0CG items following
completion of the field work for the supplementary survey. Approximately a
dozen variables will be included in the reinterview schedule.

In connection with the Wisconsin survey we validate son's reports of
pareats' statuses using a match to decennial Census records. A similar
exercise was carried out in 1962 using data from the Chicago pretest (Blau
and Duncan, 1967: Appendix D), but the validity estimaée obtained for
father's occupation was clearly a lower bound because of the time lead or

lag between the son's sixteenth birthday (the tedfporal referent of father's
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occupation) and the nearest Census data, We asked respohdents to report
thé name, addréee, and occupation of their fathera (or heads of family)

as of the census date nearestktheif sixteenth birthday, and we validaté
those reports against the Census racords., Matches are effected by Census

personnel in order to preserve confidentiality, and for the same reason

identifying information will be removed from our tape before it is returned =

to us fof analysis. The Census match may be used to validate éduchtioh!
and income as well as occupation, Finally, for’younger,cohorts in thé
Wisconsin sample it 1is possiblé to validate repnrts of pqr¢ﬂtnl»0c¢updtion
an& income agaiﬁst state income tax records, which are gccessible for

legitimate research purposes,

Questionnaire Design

In 1its original draft, our pretest queétionnaire wae,mdré than four
times the length of the 1esé than two-page form used in 1962, Greater‘
length followed naturally from two factors: first,»our desire foAascertain>‘
more details on family of origin (for exaﬁple, mother'aleducation, family
income, education in the sibship), education (for example, name of last
school attended, major field of study, interruptions ih-schébling), and other
care.r contingencies (for example, active service in military); second, our
inability (for logistical reasons cited previously) to adminigter the 0CG
supplement until some five or six months after the March CPS survey. The
latter delay recommended our inclusion of some items which were redundant, .
given the CPS interview, but which we employed to filter respondents properly

through the OCG questionnaire (for example, current (March) school enrollment
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and years of school completed (in March) vis-&-vis first full-time

civilian job after regular schooling), Greater length in the questionnaire,
especially a mail-out and return instrument, represented a potential com-
promise of comparability, To assay effects of this procedural change, we
compared the pretest performances of the long (0CG~II) and short (OCG-I)
forms described in a previous section.

We learned several things from the}pretest. First, analysis of
response rates to the long and short forme indicated a 9 percent difference=-
82 percent short and 73 percent long, Virtually all of this difference was
attributable to refusals-=-5,7 percent short and 12,9 percent long=--and the
overall'difference in rates remained constant over the course of follow-up
phases., Consequently we eliminated some dozen items from the pretest draft
and shortened the final questionnaire to just under eight pages of standard-
sized (contrasted to legal-gized) paper.

Second, there were some few instances of "forms effects' batween the long
and short versions. For example, one item which éppeared on both forms
elicited whether or not the respondent was living with both parents most
of the time up to age sixteen., The only difference between the items was
in the manner of display on the printed pages. For whatever reason, more
(statistically significant) respondents reported living in intact families
to the long form (90 percent) than to the short form (84 percent), and
the lattér more closely corresponded to the estimate of tﬁia characterigtic
for March 1962, With some cther variables which appeared on both forms
(for example, fathen's education), we found no significant forms effects.

In any case, We were unable to secure a restoration of questionnaire format

according to the 1962 layout.
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Third, we observed a low incidence of certain events and character-
istics and an impresaive high stability and. certainty in the reporis of
selected background characteristics; these observations assisted us in
identifying items to delete., While we would have liked to ascertain the |
effects of nonregular schooling (foi example, business, technical, vocational,
on«the-job formal training) on socioeconomic achievements, we were’ﬁnable |
to justify the 1nc1;sion of these items on the basis of the‘relaﬁively’few ‘
regpondents who has such training (fewer than 25 percent of all men'onuany'
single item), On the other hand, a question eliciting parental income at
the time respondents were about sixteen years of age yielded'Subatantidl
variance and a credible distribution over 14 dollar intervals. Further,
;hefe was only a single refuﬁal, and the other unclassifiable responses
@ere just over 11 percent of toﬁal responses, a rate which is comparable to
ihose on other retroapecfivé aufvey items. Another datum encouraged us
io Reep this item, and this information came form the 36 reinterviews
taken about 2 months after the completion of the pretest. Of 36 respondents
answering the parental income item, 28 reported exactly the same response
in the mail survey and in the reinterview, Instances of "inconaistendy"
were reconciled in the context of reinterviews. One of the "inconsistent"
respondents returned to his original report, three reconciled to categories
adjacent to the original report, and two differed by two categories. When
asked how certain the respondent was when he recorded his original report,
21 were "very certain,”" 4 were "mostly certain,”" and 9 were 'mostly uncertain."

Our final questionnaire draft was eight pages of standard-sized paper.

In order to overcome the remaining handicap of length, relative to our ability
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to achieve a response rate of about 83 percent, we reorganized follow-up
procedures and statements of introduction of the study both to interviewers

and to respondents;‘ Following the pretest, our optimism about the final

reéponse rate to a visually moré compact eight-page booklet was not too
shakeh. A 1964 CPS-NORC study of youhg-male veterans and nonveterans
(Klassan, 1966) replicated several 0CG sUppleqent items and used similgr
data-collection procedures, With an eight-page questionnaire this survey
achieved a response rate of 82,2 percent~-gssentially the saﬁéyas that in

the 1562 0CG-~and correlations among original and achieved statuses in the
1964 sample were virtually identical to those in the relevant cohort in

the 1962 study (Duncan, 1968:715), Still, we shortened to one week the
interval between the initial 0CG~II mailing and the first follow-up, a
reminder postcard. After a second week, another questionnaire was mailed,
followed a week later by an attempted telephone interview or personal
interview for those without phones. Four weeks after initial mailing, not
contacted nonrespondents were visited by a CPS interviewer. In cases where
the respondent’had moved to another PSU, materials were forwarded to an
updated address or a telephone interview was attempted. Finally, the aover
letters which introduced the study and taé interviewer training manuéls

for the supplement were redesigned so as to state more clearly the objectives
and values of the project and to differentiate it from xegular CPS monthly
labor surveys. The latter seemed important to the cooperation of sample cases
which hiad just completed the rigors of the 4:8:4 CPS rotation, . In short, the
departure of our final draft from the lenéth of the 1962 questidnnaite vas
problematic, and we.strove to overcome the potential negative effects of

greater len?th on comparability,
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The 0CG-II questionnalre replicates all but three of the 1962 1tema.
Auspices of schooling (for example, public or private) demostrated no
significant effects in the analysis of the 1962 data and was deleted,
(The reader is directed to tabulations of this schooling variahlet cf.
U.s: Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, September 1964; and
Beverly Duncan, 1965), The 1962 item on first full-time civilian job
held after the respondent "left school" proved defective, inasmuch as
a tabul#tion of age at first job by years of school completed identified
a substantial minority of reports which could not have been first joBs
but probably were jobs held pridr to completing the highest grade of
regular school (see Duncan, Featherman, and Duncan, 1972, Chapter é)g
While retaining the concept of first job in the replicate study, we
expanded the series of questions on education and’the timing (dates) of
schooling so as to eliminate respondents who would not appropriately‘
be asked the first job question (for example, those currently enrolled
irn school) and to assist in the reconstruction of events surrounding the
transition from school to work, Additionally, we rephrased the &eféctive’
first job item in consonance with greater clarity. Finally, we modified
the concept of "older brother's education" to "oldest brother's and
youngest brother's educations" so as to increase the numbers of sibships‘
for which we could calculate within-family variance in achievement,

New items on the 0CG~-II questionnaire were drawn usually from a pool
of extant items which had appeared in ansus questionnaires or in the
context of large-scale sample surveys. Our intent was to employ items

as instruments for our purposes only if we were aware of thelr performances
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in similar populations. In the absence of useful replicates, we designed
our own items, Tabie 2 1ists the items appegring on the Maxrch 1973 CPS
(using the most current information gvai1ab1§ at thie writing) 1h coﬁp#riéOn
to the March 1962 CPS instrument; gimilar 1tem comparisons describe the
coaxtensiveness of the OCG supplements. (Copies of the 0CG-II question-
nlire and descriptions of the sources from which items were drawn are
available upon request.)

Finally, it is important to emphasize the important way in which the
{nformation on occupation obtained in the OCG replication precludes com-
parability, short of special efforts to avert this outcome, All occupation
{items on the OCG-II questionnaire (for example, occupation, industry, and
class of worker) are consistent with the current (1973) practiées of the
Bureau of the Census, While the phrasings of items are substantially
{dentical to corresponding items from the 1962 study, the ne; regimg collects
additional, clarifying details (for example, "What rre your most important
activities and duties?") and classifies on the basis of expanded 1nf6rﬂation
{nto categories which cannot be reconciled to 1960 (1962) classificaﬁionékl
(The reader can find partial documentation of these technical and proceduréi¢
changes in Greene, Priebe, and Morrison, 19693 Bregger, 1971; ahd Shapiro and
Thompson, 1972.) Therefore, the 1962 study and the 1973 replicate ﬁould
ordinarily not be compafable with respect to reports of occupation and
industry, despite the apparent similarities of corresponding questionhaire

items. This difficulty is remedied by our strategy of employing two sets of

Igpleyz about here
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coders, each trained in different classification systems, SWhen classifying
into the 1960 scheme, coders will be instructed to disregard (to physically
covef oVer) all 1tems of clarifying 1nfotmation which would not héve
appeéred as part of the 1962 reports. In large measure, the success of

our efforts to replicate hingés on our ability to reproduce the 1960 (1962)

treatment of occupation reports,

Analysis prospectus

'Anyone familiar with the Blau and Duncan benchmark study can anticipate
our major plan for analysis. Our first efforts will summarize the hew
crogs-gection as a series of descriptive and analytic-indicators.k We‘shailg
reestimate all the models for the process of stratification which appeatéd

in The American Occupational Structure, and the inter- and 1ntra-genetationg1

mobility matrices by cohort and color will be scrutinized to describe the
patterns of supply and recruitment as of 1973,

Naturally, our ée&ond major thrust will be into the data on trends--or
changes in mobility regimes (for example, inter- and 1ntragene;atiod outflow
matrices) and parameters of the process of stratification (for example,
coefficients in models such as Figure 1 of this chapter). We are most eager
to analyze these data, inasmuch as we have detected trends in mobility matrices
for men in thelexperienced civilian labor force in the period 1940-1970
(Hauser &end Featherman, 1973 and for blacks and whites in the period 1962-72
(Hauser and Featherman, 1972). To cite only the most dominant trend, there
has been a shift awa; from self-employment in professional occupations and
as proprietors. Concurfently, employment in salaried professional, managerial,

and administrative oécupations has increased. The greatest bulk of these

s
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¢hangéa in fhtergenetation mobility has been effected in the tranbicidn
probasilities linking fitét full-time jobs to current jobs, and not;in (a)
the outflow matrices joining social oiigins (father's occupatioh) with
son's first full-time job, or (b) the composition of social origins, as
given by the vector of sons by fatherxs' occupations, |

While we have confidence in these trend estimates, we know only the
ﬁost gross details. Our method of estimation employed the 1962 0CG
mobilfty matrices and origin vectors for selected age cohotts, Applying
the outflow matrix of men aged 35-44 in 1962 to the origin vector of men
aged 25-34 1in 1962 generated an expected destination vector for the'yoﬁnger
men in 1972, when they were age 35-44, By comparing this expected vector
with an observed occupation distribution of men aged 35-44, as published
by the Bureau of Labor Statistics from the March 1972 CPS, we estimated
change in the outflow matrix. On the assumption of no changeyin outflow
or transition metrices, there would be no difference between observed and
expected distributions. Since we could not observe the 1972 matrices
directly, we ascertained change indirectly by this techpique. When we can
analyge the cells of our March 1973 mobility matrices, we shall know more
about trends, as for example, 1if the exit from sélf-employment is linked to
entrance into the salaried class of worker,'by men leaving proprietorships
to become salaried managers and executives. |

Our third analysis phase refocuses on the 1973 cross-section, elabor=-
ating the models of phase one by including new measurements and estimating
new models which incorporate assumptions about errors in variables.‘ An

important aspect of this phase is our 2ffort to establish both baseline
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and trend estimates for married women for a basic model of the proceés

of stratification (cf. Figure 1 given previously), The Bureau of the
Census will supply us with a unit-record tape for 1962 which mergesﬁall
information elicited by the March CPS for males eligible for the 0CG
supplement (including all information on employment, income, labor force
experience; and education for spouses living with these men) with the data
derived from the OCG supplement itself, For married women living with‘
spouses aged 20-64 in the civilian noninstitutional population in Hafch
1962, we can calculate basic regression models linking social statuses

of parents to a woman's education, occupation, and earnings, The‘saﬁe
(and slightly more elaborate) modelé of achievement can be calculatéd fof
the population defined above but from the 1973 cross-gection., 1In addition
to trend analyses, we anticipate examining the means by which'the atteinmente>
of women depend upon the careers of their husbands, and vice versa, elthough'f
‘this 1s a topic of our investigation’in other and more detailed data files.,
Perforce, the OCG analyses of stratification for females will be 1imitéd;
they do promise to be important analytic'indicators, however, and critical

first steps in a long-needed time-series.

Summa

Replication of the benchmark survey, 'Occupational Changes in a
Generation," will make possible the measurement of trends in numerous
indicators of social stratification. This paper has outlined the design
of = replication and extension and discussed aspects of study design,
questionnaire construction, field operations, and data processing which

bear on the problem of comparability.
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| In the initiai éurvéy, carried Quc in ¢oﬂjunction with the‘Méfcﬁ‘
; 1962VCurrehc Population sdrvey, 1ntervieweta left behind‘a‘§W6€page‘ |
supplementary questionnaire to be mailed 1in by males ége& 26-64 in'ghe,‘
civilian'noninscicutional population of the U.S. The supplement asked ;;“ ;7  m
about socioeconomic and structural chafacteristics of both'the’teépondeht‘g =
family of orientation and his ﬁife's fahily; nativity;and size éf;place'v“ 5
orkorigin; and first job and age at first joB. Returns wéte obtainéd‘yt
‘from 20,700 respondents, 83 percent of those eligible, and reapdnées on
the supplement were linked with selected items in the March CPS recétd.'
Aﬁalyses of the 1962 -data have yielded meaéufemencs of OCéupatibnal |
recruitment and supply; the causal nexus linking family backgroﬁnd,
educational attainment, and occupational achievement; and the sdu:ces of
color and ethnic differentials in education,’bccupation,kand earniungs.
Numerous trend measurements were obtained within the cross-sectioﬁ survey
by means of inter;cohort comparisons. | | |

The 1973 survey also is linked to the March CPS, but changeé~in'~
the respondent. workload precluded use of a leave-behind instrument: akk_ 
mail-out, mail-back questionnaire was éent out in August ofv1973,‘ Bg¢g§§e“;"¥
the CPS sample has increased, the total number of respbnden;s hae‘mdtéu |
than doubled, and Negroes and persons of Spanish origiﬁigrg-évg::gﬁmp}gq”“);L’;;
by about a factor of two, A separate but parallel survey of men in the
State of Wisconsin measures additional variables, including soﬁé‘which
are thought to be politically sensitive by the ﬁureau of.the Cenéuéal k
The selection and corstruction of supplement items has required hard~>

choices. Changes in CPS procedures have made verbatim replication problematic.

¢
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Multitudes of potential new items were evaluated in terms of relevance
to social theory and policy, validity and feasibility of measurement,
effect on the quality of replicated items, and on overall response rates,
Numerous checks on the quality of data were built in the study design.
These included reinterviews on selected March CPS aiid supplement items
and record checks to be carried out in connection with the Wisconsin survey,
Conditional on the achievement of a true replication, the new 0CG
survey presents rich possiblities for measuring trends in stratification
and for improving the quality of indicators of stratification. Whether we
shall attain strict replication depends upon our ability to implement
successfully the proposed design and to educaté ourselves about the
technical and procedural changes instituted by the Bﬁreau of the Censﬁs
which, at least in some measure, will affect comparability of our study

and the 1962 benchmark,
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" FIGURE 1
?‘ Father's , Reﬁpondent's///‘as9
S education ~ education 4 ‘
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Basic causal model of the process of status attainment
(Source: Blau and Duncan (1967:170); coefficients on
straight, one~hesded arrows are net regression coeffi= :
cients in stendard form; coefficient on curved, two-headed

_arrow is a coefficient of correlation.)
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TABLE 1

Regression Coefficients for Recursive Model Relating Achieqed Statuses to ..
Family Background Factors, by Age, for Nonnegro Men with Nonfana Background,
in Experienced Civilian Labor Porce: March 1962, (Parentheeegmeneloae each
coefficient whose value 1s less than its standard error in abéolute value.) e

i
Age and ~ Independent Variables E c°°f51?1°nt
Dependent - Sl of
Variable* Y v T X v Dptermination (R )
i - o

25-34 - o P

U | -.2211  ,0352 ©  ,1889 L .263

Y 4.8333  ~-,1889 ,0833 + 4520 L k36

H .0452  .0785  -,0813 0152 (-.0151) W26
35-44 ? Lo

] -, 2281 .0384 1707 Lo.269

Y 4.3767  -,4633 .1352 (.0485) (RIS

| \

45«54 a L

U -,2057 10471 1693 14260

Y 3.7994  -,3960 .1533 -,1513 4372

H 0918 .2394  (.0182) .0395 (.0109) \222
55-b4 o ‘ _ | : X AT

Y | 3.1965  -.6454 41366 3094 | .34§;

H

.0768 .2281  (,0214)  (,0076) (.0212) 159,

Source Duncan, Featherman, & Duncan, 1972¢ Tables 3.1 and 3.2,
*V: Father's educational attainment ' ,
X1 - Father's occupational status”
- Tt  Respondent's number of siblinge ~ R
Ut - Respondent's education SR
4 ,~,},Y:‘,Reapondent 8 occupational atatus March 1962
“?;:~ 3:'~Respondent 8 income 1n 1961
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TABLE 2

Variables in the March Current Population
Survey* and the 0CG Supplement
yy Question Numbers

Source Item , , March 1962 Replicetion 1973
CPS Identification, geographic location,
housing unit, type of 1nterv1ew, o
and noninterviaw data : Q.1-17 Q.1-17
Persons 0-13 years old: , ‘ ‘
Age (by month in 1962, year in 1972) 29-29a 27
Race (white, negro, other) 31 : 29
Sex 2 30
Relation to head 28 » 26
Civilian household members aged 14
and older ; ' S
Labor force status, unemployment 19-20,22,24-25a 19-20,21-22
Hours worked 21 '20A,20E
Reason for part-time work : 21A-21C 20
Employer : ' 26A . 23A
Industry 265 238
Occupation 26C - 23¢
Class of worker 26D ‘ - 23E
Most important activities or duties - 23
Duration of unemployment 23 22¢ g
Job search behavior ‘ - 22A-22F 24A-24E'“
All household members aged 14 and older : : : , ‘;
~ Population statue . 27a 25a .
Relation to head : 28 26
Age (by month in 1962, year in 1972) 29,298 e Qo
'Marital status . 30, o228
“Race e : ~ AL e e A
Sex ‘ o 2. 3
- Véteran status (malea ww 11 1n 1962; . T
. all, in1972) G 82 i 800
- Bducation (attended, completed) [ 33,3 - 31,3

. Married more than ofnea: o s 38
Date of first | ‘f'-;&“*,‘*" 36



TABLE 2 (CON'T)

41

Source Item March 1962 Replication 1973
Social Security, Railroad
Retirement —— 48a
Estatee, trusts, dividends
interest on savings bonds,
net rental income -— 48b
Welfare payments or other
public assistance - 48¢
Unemployment compensation,
workmen's compensation,
government employee pensions,
veterans payments - 48d
Private pensions and annuities,
alimony, reguler contribu-
tions from persons not in
same household, other -- 48e
Weeks worked in previous year - 34
Nonwork activity , - 35-42
Longeat job in previous year - 43-44E
Origin or descent - 52
-0CG
Supplement Birthplace A
Respondent 1 1
Father 2 2A
Mother 3 3A
Number of sisters ba SA_
Older sisters 4b 5A;
- Number of brothers be 5A
Older brothers 4d 5A
Older brothers live at age 25 he -
(Any brothers 11ve to age 25) o GD_«
7 Educational attainment, oldeet brother 5 63__
) _Size of place of origin, age 16 6 ,76 f
f,Auspices of schools (parochial, s eI S
privete, public) Gyt 1 e

‘u _;>Age at’ firat job , el
7;?Firat full—time civilian job -

1v1ng with both parents
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Replication~197if

Source Item March 1962
Wife's siblings 13a,13b 30a,306"
Wife's father's occupation 14 32a,32eB
Original nationality, father's side - ©
Educational attainment, youngest brother - 6cD
Family annual income, age 16 - 9D
Year of father's birth — 10°
Father (head) ususally work, R's age 16 -- 11£P
Mother's educational attainment - 13P
School enrollment status, March - 14D
Education completed, March - 150
Name and address of college : D
last attended ' - 16a
Field of specialization - '16bD
Month and year when completed D
highest grade — 17
Never worked; no civilian full-time D
job - 18
Discontinue school for six months -~ 19aD‘
Highest grade at first achool | b
interruption - 19
Month and year first school interruption - 190D =
~ Ever serve in active military service - ZdD B
Highest grade completed Before first ‘j‘C
entered military service - 21”
Date first entered military - 22c
,Datg'iaSt,militéryfsepatatidn ai 239}{
Occupation, March 1962 - 248-24¢°

~ Labor union membership
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- “ g . —— "

NOTES: Dash indicates that item does not appeat.

0 B Sl e e 2 B mn e o e o

*Content of the March 1972 CPS was used as a guide for anticipating that of March
1973, unless we were aware of a Bureau of Census decision to exclude an item from the

1973 schedule (for example, one-year migration), Question numbers refer to those on
the 1972 schedule, e

AReplicate 0CG~I item on OCG—II questionnaite;

BParallel item to 0CG-I, but modified in wording of questicn,

cNew item on OCG-~II, borrowed verbatim"from'another survey or cen

sus, or whose
. format has been borrowed and focused for our purpose, : L

‘DNew;item on 0CG~II, constructed by principal investigators,




FOOTNOTES

1'rheee selected conclusions dramm ‘from the 0CG data are reported in
Blau and Duncan (196/) and elaborated in Duncan, Featherman, and Duncen
(1972). Other generalizatione are documented in the bibliogrephic

'eitetione appended hereto,

2Excluded from this brief eummery of ‘the 0C¢ findings are the socio-_
R economic effects of the internal structure of the family of origin “, '
'1(siinng position' data on R's brother), stability of family of origin, k

migretion, end marriege and fertility.

3Whilc our text is cast in the past tense, certain statements ‘of "faet",

| about the sucvey (for example, the exact number of eompleted interviews)
remain as educeted guesses at the time wa completed thie draft, in late
January, Nhile deteile of design had become firm in late December after

our preteet, the OLG field work hed not begun nor were the March CPS and o

‘vAStete of Wieconsin eurveye underwey.
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