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FOREWORD

Translating identified needs into concise goal statements in an order
of priority is an important task in the development of a Continuiné Plan for
Education in Mississippi. The process of developing, adopting, and setting
priorities of goal statements is the logical second step in the planning
cycle. This study is addressed to that purpose.

Sincere appreciation is expressed to all of the interested citizens
who willingly cooperated by responding to the requests for information con-
cerning the development of goals and priorities for education in Mississippi.
These people include school superintendents, legislators, school board
members, business and industry leaders, principals, teachers, students,

higher education personnel, and organizational leaders.

L onadii—
G. ‘H.dohnston " - ,
State Superintendent of Education
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Chapter I

_INTRObUCTION

The initial phase for a comprehensive plan for public elementary and sec-
ondary education in Mississippi was completed when educational needs were
systematically identified in a study completed by the Office of Planning and
Evaluation during the 1971-1972 school year. Four major sources were used to
determine needs, namely: (1) an inventory was conducted among 3,990 selected
individuals representing many segments of s&ciety over Mississippi through
a 276-item, séven-page questionnaire; (2) achievement test results were
analyzed; (3) selective service lnfbrmation was compared; and (4) statistical
data compiled in the State Department of Education were reviewed.1 Collectively,
the four sources were u;ed to produce evidences of needs on which goals could
he based for the public elementary and secondary schools in Mississippi. This
study, therefore, represents phase two of the continuing plan for education

in ‘Mississippi and consists of the development of goals and priorities.

Review of Techniques Employed by Other States

The techniques for establishing statewide goals for education can be cate-
gorized into three basic approaches. These three approaches simply named would
be a conference technique, a committee technique, and a state department of

education technique.

3

Conferencé technique. Four c¢tates (Illinois,2 Michigan, Nebraska,4 and

New Jerseys) utilized the conference technique in establishing statewide goals
for education. The basic approach of this format was to hold regional meetings

across the state open to the public. From these regional meetings potential




goal stztements were derived., A statewide conference was then held, usually
sponsored by either the chief state school officer or the governor of the state.
A final draft of the statewide goals for education was compiled from the various

committee meetings held at the statewide conference.

) ) ) ) .9
Committee technique. Seven states (Colorado,6 Connect1cut,7 Georgla,8 Maine,

11 ... 12 , . .
10 Utah, and West Virginia ') utilized the committee technique in

New Mexico,
establishing statewide goals for education. The common basic approach of this
format was to form a committee of selected individuals usually comprising both
educators and laymen. These committees were formed by either the chief state
school officer of the state or the governor of the state, or by an advisory coun-
cil appointed by either the chief state school officer or the governor. After
the committee had developed goal statements for education, which were usually
based upon identified needs, the gaal statements were adopted or approved in

one of two ways. Some states sampled populaticns within the state and mailed
the potential goal statements to the selected individuals for approval., Other
states utilized the advisory council for reviewing and adopting the appointed

committees' goal statements.

State department of education technique. Fourteen states (Alabama,13 Arizona,l4

1

Delaware,15 Florida,16 Hawaii, 7 Idaho,18 Kansas,19 Maryland,zo Massachusetts,21
Minnesota,22 Nevada,23 New Hampshire,24 Ohio,25 and Oregon26) utilized some facet
of the state department of education for developing the statewide goals for edu-
cation. The techniques used by state department of education personnel were
varied. In some instances the goal statements were developed and published by
the state agency. Some state departments translated identified needs into goal

statements and devised methods of going to the public for final adoption. Other

state departments developed forms whereby local districts reported their goals




and objectives and utilized these reports in formulating state goals and objec-
tives. Still'dther state departments used modifiecd approaches of the three

previously mentioned techniques for establishing statewide goals for education.

Purposes of the Study

The purposes of this study were as follows: (1) to develop goal statements
that pertain to the previously identified educational needs in Mississippi;
(2) to adopt by public opinion goal statements that pertain to public elementary
and secondary education in Mississippi; and (3) to establish a priority of

adopted goal statements.

Significance of the Study

Two parallel concepts have emerged on the recent educational scene with
tremendous impact. These concepts are '"planning" and "accountability.”

Simply interpreted accountability is responsibility. For that which one is
responsible must be determined by himself or someone else. In education, this
responsibility has been interpreted by 23 state legislatures through which
laws pertaining to accountability in public education have been passed. Nine
other states are proposing laws on accountability during 1973.27'

In order to obtain mezningful results, accountability in education must
be planned. A planned educational program results from determining the needs,
goals, priorities, and objectives of the program. Through the process of such
planning, results can be measured and accountability made relevant.

This study will provide for school officials in Mississippi the second
phase of the "Continuing Plan for Education in Mississippi.'" By establishing
educational goals and priorities for the State of Mississippi, the state is
moving one step further toward developing a comprehensive plan of education

whereby responsibilities for education can clearly be defined and measured.




Definitions
The terms ''comprehensive planning," 'needs,' 'goals," and 'objectives' as

they are used in this study are defined below.

Comprehensive planning. Comprehensive planning is the logical process

of (1) establishing goals and priorities which are based on given evidences of
needs, (2) writing specifically stated objectives for achieving each goal after
developing and communicating strategies and techniques, (3) implementing the
plan in consideration of diversified resources such as categorical aid programs
and varying levels of manpower quantities and\;kills, (4) evaluating the results
of the plan on the basis of the stated objectives, and (S) recycling the pro-

28
cedure as deemed necessary as a result of the evaluation.

Need. A need is defined as "A lack of something requisite, desirable, or

useful ."29

Goal. A goal is defined as '"A statement of broad direction, general pur-

pose’, or intent."30

Objective. An objective is defined as a precise description of an educa-
tional goal which contains six variables to be determined by answering the
following questions: (1) of whom is the behavior expected; (2) what behavior
is desired and/or is expected to occur; (3) to what instructional variable will
the behavior be related; (4) how will the behavior be specifically measured;
(5) what is the time needed to bring about the expected.behavior; and (6) what

3l
is the expected proficiency level.

1. Mississippi State Department of Education, General Educational Needs
Assessment in Mississippi (Jackson, Mississippi: State Department of Education,
1972), pp. 5-91.




2. Illinois State Department of Education, Action Goals for the Seventies:
An Agenda for Illinois Education (Springfield, Illinois: The Office of the
Superintendent of Public Instruction, 1972), pp. 3-120.

3. Michigan Department of Education, The Common Goals of Michigan Education
(Lansing, Michigan: Department of Education, 1971), pp. 1-111.

4, State of Nebraska Department of Education, Deriving Educational Goals in
Nebraska (Lincoln, Nebraska: Department of Education, 1970).

S. New Jersey State Department of Education, "State of New Jersey Official
News Release' (Trenton, New Jersey: State Department of Education, September 24,
1970), (Mimeographed).

6. John W. Helper An Assessment of Learner Needs in Colorado (Denver,
Colorado: Department of Education, 1971), pp. 1-95.

7. The Institute for the Study of Inquiry Systems, Report of Connecticut
Citizens Comments on Educational Goals (Philadelphia, Pennsylvania: Institute
for the Study of Inquiry Systems, 1972), p. 3.

8. Georgia Department of Education, Goals for Education in Georgia (Atlanta,
Georgia: Division of Planning, Research, and Evaluation, 1970), pp. 1-48.

9. Maine Department of Education, Proposed Philosophy for Maine Schools
(Augusta, Maine: Department of Education, 1971),

10. Marvin C. Adkin, "Statewide Evaluation of Education in New Mexico:
Assessment and Recommendations' (A report presented to the legislative Finance
Committee of the State of New Mexico, Santa Fe, New Mexico, May 20, 1970).

= 11, Utah State Board of Education, Identification of and Planning Solution
to Priority Problems Confronting Utah's Educational System (Salt Lake City,
Utah: Office of the State Superintendent of Public Instruection, 1971),

ppc 1'58.

12, State of West Virginia Department of Education, "Goals, Objectives and
Educational Needs'" (Charleston, West Virginia: Department of Education, June,
1972), (Mimeographed).

13, Alabama State Department of Education, "Working Papers: Second Draft"
(Montgomery, Alabama: State Department of Education, February, 1972),
(Mimeographed). '

14, Epic Diversified Systems Corporation, Arizona Needs Assessment Program:
A Report on Phase I (Tucson, Arizona: Epic Diversified Systems Corporation,
1971), pp. . 7-18.

15, Mohrmann, Jeanne W., Goal Statements for Delaware Public School Students
for the 70's and 80's (Dover, Delaware: Planning, Research, and Evaluation
Division, Department of Public Instruction, 1972), pp. 1-13.

16. Florida State Department of Education, Goals for Education in Florida
(Tallahassee, Florida: Department of Education, 1972), pp. 2-11.




17. Department of Education State of Hawaii, Master Plan for Public Education
in Hawaii (Honolulu, Hawaii: Department of Education, 1969), pp. 1-104.

18. World-Wide Education and Research Institute, IDEAS: Critical Educational
Needs in Idaho, 1970 (Salt Lake City, Utah: World-Wide Education and Research
Institute, 1970), pp. 1-11.

19. Kansas State Department of Education (Mimeographed material of goals for
education in Kansas sent by the Office of Planning, Research, and Evaluation
of the Kansas State Department of Education).

20. Maryland State Department of Education (Mimeographed material of '"Working
Paper for Discussion Only, 1971" sent by the Maryland Department of Education
Executive Staff).

21. The Commonwealth of Massachusetts Board of Education, Educational Goals
for Massachusetts (Boqton, Massachusetts: Board of Education Commonwealth of
Massachusetts, 1971), pp. 3-17.

22. Center for Educational Research and Evaluation, Minnesota Educational
Assessment: A Comprehensive Planning Study (Research Triangle Park, North
Carolina: Research Triangle Institute, 1973), pp. 1-96.

23. Planning and Evaluation Division, Common Goals of Nevada Education (Carson
City, Nevada: Department of Education, 1971), pp. 1-16.

24. New Hampshire State Department of Education, Evaluation of Goal Attainment
1970-1971 (Concord, New Hampshire: State Department of Education, 1971).

25. Ohio Department of Education, A Search for Consensus in the Decade of the
70's: Bicentennial Educational Goals for Ohio - Tentative (Columbus, Ohio:
Department of Education, 1972), (Mimeographed).

26. Oregon State Department of Education, Oregon State Goals and Policies
(Portland, Oregon: Department of Education, 1972), (Mimeographed).

27. Colorado Department of Education, Cooperative Accountability Project,
Issue II, March, 1973: (Denver, Colorado: Department of Education, 1973),

p. 2.

28. Thomas Burns, BESE Regional Conference (conference held in Washington,
D. C., October 27, 1971).

29. Webster's Seventh New Collegiate Dictionary (Springfield, Massachusetts:
G. and C. Merriam Company, 1970), p. 565.

30. Office of Planning and Evaluation, "Educational Objectives" (Jackson,
Mississippi: Department of Education, 1972), p. 3. (Mimeographed).

31. Ibid.




Chapter II

PROCEDURES

The procedures for this study include the establishment of potential
goal statements, the development of an instrument for determining goals, the
selection of a sample, the distribution of the instrument, and the treatment

of the resulting data. An explanation of each step is given below.

Establishment of Potential Goal Statements

A list of potential goal statements was developed for the public elemen-
tary and secondary schools i1 Mississippi by combining the previously identified
need items that were classified as items of a high priority. Those need items
were identified in the "General Educational Needs Assessment in Mississippi"
which was completed in 1972 by personnel in the State Department of Education.!
The potential goal statements were then divided into two sections by the staff
in the Office of Planning and Evaluation. One section, ''Learner Goals,'" was
defined as goal statements which express the desired outcome of the learner,
while the o;her section, "Supportive Goals," was defined as goal staéements
which facilitate the educational process. Each of the identified need items

was represented by a potential goal statement.

Development of Instrument

Each of the potential goal statements was listed on a one-page opinionnaire
(see Appendix A) designed for distribution to a stratified sample of individ-
uals representing many segments of society in Mississippi. Opposite each

potential goal statement was a rating scale ranging in numbers from five to



one and corresponding to descriptors ranging from ''strongly agree' to '"strongly
disagree."

The instrument was first distributed to selected professional staff
members representing all divisions and major programs within the State Department
of Education. These individuals were asked to respond to both -the instrument
and the items included in the instrument‘by making suggestions and revisions
designed for improving not only the survey but also the potential goal state-

ments, After including the suggested revisions the survey form was ready for

distribution,

Selection of Sample

The instrument for determining the goals for education in Mississippi was
mailed to all superintendents and legislators. Additionally, school board
members, principalé, teachers, students, parents, business and industry managers,
higher education personnel, and other organizational leaders randomly selected
were asked to respond to the survey. The total sample selected included 1,297

individuals, Below is an explanation of how those individuals were selected.

School board members. Names of school board members were selected from .

the list of names submitted by local superintendents in their report for the
MissiSsippi Educational Directory, 1972-1973.° Through the use of a table of
random numbers one school board member from each of the 150 school districts

was selected.

Superintendents. All of the public school superintendents in each of

the .150 local school districts in Mississippi were asked to respond to the
potential goal statements. A list of names was taken from the Mississippi

Educational Directory, 1972-1973.°




Principals. One principal from each of the 150 school districts was
selected through the use of a table of random numbers. A list of names was

taken from the Mississippt Educational Directory, 1972-1973.%

Teachers. One teacher from each of the 150 school districts wés selected
through the use of a table of random numbers. A list of names was taken from

‘the Mississippi Educational Directory, 1972-1973.°

Students. One student from each of the 150 school districts was selected.
In a district having more than one high school, a high school was selected
through the use of a table of random numbers. Within the selected high school,
the instrument was sent to the student who was the elected student body leader.
A list of high schools was taken from the Mississippi Educational Directory,

1972-1973.5

Parents. One parent or guardian from each district was selected by using
a table of random numbers to (1) select a school and (2) select a teacher who
subsequently was directed to select the parent or guardian of the firét child
who appeared on his or her first period enrollmént list. The teacherbwas then
directed (1) to write the name and address of the selected parent‘in the space
provided on a stamped envelope and (2) to mail the packet of materials to that
parent. The séhool and teacher in each district Qas taken from the Mississippi

Educational Directory, 1972-1973.7

Higher education personnel. From the catalogs of the 16 four-year accred-
ited institutions of higher education in Mississippi, 47 names of individuals
representing the various departments-within the schools of education were

randomly selected. Five names each were selected from the five major higher
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education institutions in the state and two names each were selected from the

remaining four-year institutions in the state.

\
Legislators. All of the elected state senators and representatives were
designated as subjects in the sample. A list of names was taken from the

Mississippi 1973 Legislative Sessiom Roster. 8

. Business and industry managers. A business representative from each school

district was selected from the Misgissippi Manufacturers Directoryg through the

use of a table of random numbers.

Organizational leaders. Fifteen designated leaders of special educational

organizations were also asked to respond.

Distribution of Instrument

The opinionnaire entitled "Goals for Education in Mississippi' was mailed
directly to school board members, superintendents, principals, teacﬂérs, busi-
ness and industry managers, legislators, higher education personnel, and other
organizational leaders. In each packet a réturn pre-addressed, stamped envelope
was provided along with a letter (see Appendix B) providiné information about
the survey.

A different technique was employed for distributing the survey form to
students. The students' packet of material was enclosed in a packet which
was sent to'the principal of the school in which that student was enrolled.
An explanation of the survey and directions for distributing the materials to
the correct student were supplied in the packet to the principal (see Appendix B,
pages 70 and 71). .

The parent's or guardian's survey form was distributed in a similar manner

to that of the student's survey form, the difference being that of utilizing
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a teacher in the school rather than the principal. An explanation of the survey
and directions for distributing the materials to the correct parent or guardian
were supplied in the packet to the teacher (see Appendix B, page 72).

All respondents were directed to return the completed survey directly to
the Office of Planning and Evaluation in a pre-addressed, stamped envelope

which accompanied each instrument.

Treatment of Data

The instrument to determine statewide goals for education in Mississippi
was composed of 34 potential goal statements which were categorized into
"learner goals" and "supportive goals." One response was requested for each
potential goal statement according to the following attitudinal scale: (1)
5--strongly agree, (2) 4--agree, (3) 3--neutral, (4) 2--disagree, and (5)
l1--strongly disagree. The respondent was directed to indicate his or her
attitude about a potential goal statement by circling the appropriate number
(see Appendix A)

The returned instruments were first sorted into the following ten cate-
gories: (1) school board members, (2) superintendents, (3) principals, (4)
teachers, (5) students, (6) parents, (7) higher education personnel, (8) legis-

‘lators, (9) business and industry managers, and (10) special interest groups.
The response to each of the 34 pétential goal statements was punched by cate-
gories onto computer punch cards.

For each goal statement the total number of responses for each of the
‘attitudes "stroqglx agree,'" "agree,'" "neutral," '"disagree,'" and "strongly
disagr;e” was multiplied by the values 5,4, 3,2, and 1 respectively. The
sum of these products was divided”by the total number of respondents for thatv

goal statement to yield a mean expressed to the nearest four decimal places.
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This process was repeated to calculate a mean for each of the remaining goal
statements, The goal statements were arrangeq in an order of priority by
ranking their corresponding means numerically from high to low which resulted
in a composite ranking of all goal statements. Goal statements were adopted
whose mean value was greater than 2.9999. This procedure was also applied

separately to each of the ten categories of respondents.

1. Mississippi State Department of Education, General Educational Needs
Assessment in Mississippi (Jackson, Mississippi: State Department of Education,
1972), pp. 92-99. -

.2, Mississippi State Department of Education, Mississippi Educational
Directory, 1972-1973 (Jackson, Mississippi: State Department of Education,
1972), pp. 31-225.

3. Ibid.
4. Ibid.
5. Ibid.
6. Ibid.
7. Ibid.

8. Mississippi 1973 Legislative Session Roster (Jackson, Mississippi: Electric
Power Association of Mississippi, 1973).

9. 1972 Mississippi Manufacturers Directory (Jackson, Mississippi: Mississippi
Research and Development Center, 1972).




Chapter III
FINDINGS

During the 1972-1973 school year, e§ucationa1 needs for the public elemen-
tary and secondary schools in Mississippi were systematically identified. Each
need that was considered of a high priority was organized into a potential goal
statement. These potential goal statements were listed in an opinionnaire
which was circulated among 1,297 selected individuals in Mississippi. These
individuals were given the opportunity to express their opinions about each
goal statement which ultimately resulted in either an adoption or rejection of
those potential goal statements for the public elementary and secondary schools
of Mississippi. Also, the order of priority for each adopted goal was deter-

mined by the expressed opinions of the responding individuals,

Response to the Study

As indicated in Table I, a total ﬁumber of 1,297 opinionnaires were mailed
to seleéted individuals classified into ten separate groups. From the total
number mailed, 643 completed instruments were returned which représented a
return of 49.6 percent. Perhaps the relatively low return percentage reiulted
from the fact that to assure the anonymity of the fespondent,kno follow-up pro-
cedures were incorporated in the design for the study.

Superintendents, principals,>and higher education personnel were most
willing to participate in the study as evidenced by their percentages of returﬁs
of 79.5, 76.0, and 70.2 respectively. Legislators, school board members, and

business and industry managers were least willing to participate as evidenced

by their return percentages of 17.8, 32.0, and 32.7 respectively.

13
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TABLE 1

NUMBER OF OPINIONNAIRES MAILED AND RETURNED WITH THE PERCENT
RETURNED BY CLASSIFICATION FOR DETERMINING GOALS FOR THE
PUBLIC ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY SCHOOLS IN MISSISSIPPI

Number Number _ Percent

Classification Mailed Returned Returned
M) (2) (3) (4)
School Board Memﬁérs 150 48 32.0
Superintendents - 161 1°8 79.5
Principals | 150 114 76.0
Teachers 150 89 59.3
Students 150 ‘ 92 61.3
Parents - 150 ﬁ 53 35.3
Legislators 174 31 17.8
Higher Education Personnel . .47 33 | 70.2
Business and Industry Managers 150 49 32.7
Organizational Leaders 15 6( 40.0
Total ' 1,297 643 49.6
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Composite Ranking of Adopted Goal Statements

As shown in Table II, all 34 potential goal statements were, in fact,
adopted as goals for the public elementary and secondary schools of Mississippi.
To have been adopted each goal statement had to have a mean value greater than
2.9999 when the responses were averaged. The highest mean value resulted in
4.6932 for the learner goal, "To acquire cognitive (intellectual) achievement
in the basic academic skills (feading, mathematics, science, etc.) and/or the
basic vocational-technical skills (woodworking, welding,_drafting, etc.)," and
the lowest mean value resulted in 3,6533 for the learner goal, ''To develop a
positive self-concept.'" Of the 34 goal statements a mean value of greafer than
4.0000 was evidenced for 27 items which meant that the majority of those respond-
ing to the survey agreed that those 27 items were desirable goals for the public
elementary and secondary schools of Mississippi. The remaining eight items were
also adopted, but the respondents indicated that their feelings about those par-

The highest ranked learner goal was stated in the above paragraph. The
top ranked supportive goal was '"To provide for the special educational needs
6f exceptional students including those who are academically talented and those
who are physically, mentally, or emotionally handicapped."

A space was provided on the opinionnaire for the respohdent to state sug-
gested revisions and/or additional goals. A list of the resulting statements

appear by category in Appendix C.

Rankings of Goal Statements by Classification of Respondent

The total population surveyed was divided into ten classifications of in-

dividuals. An analysis of the response from each group is provided below.



0
—

89%cv 0L 089 € 9 44 99¢ rd 3 paaudap A[[ejuatiuoiiAts pue A[[EIMIOU0IS
are oym asoyy Surpnjoui syuapnys ade jooyss [ 20§ swerdoid aanssyje apraoid o, 0I1-S b1
8LIYy  €£I8T 6£9 S I 43 Sit  9s¢ ajdoad juajadwios A3y ureras pue joen3e
03 paudisap St YoTym s1aysea) 10j spremal pue uopiudooal jo wesdoid e spraord o, 1S €1
sy S08C £€9 I 14 9¢€ LT 0ce San)iAl} OB SUTUIBa] UT UORdaNp-J[as alnboe o] 1 4|
60V v 078C  s€9 I I 9C 96T Ie ssao01d Sururesj-3unyoea) syl pre 01
. s[eulajewt pue ‘jududinba ‘sarpddns ‘erpawt [euorionysut Jo adesn 2a1399)ja ajoword o, 61-S 11
0tsty 18T 919 1 S 82 [A 4 LEE 1dasuod-jiss aansod e dofaasp o, 6 -1 ol
€09tV 0i8c  0£9 I I ot £5C S€E - suone[al uBWNY Jo BaIe 3 ur sapmnie aanisod dojarap o, v -1 6
(41124 LO8CT STt9 T -9 84 01¢ 99¢ s1amsIp [ooyos [[e 03 Moddns eroueuy a[qenba ajoul € apumoid o, vI-S 8
STy 088 +$€9 T - Sl [A4 S9¢ Yieay [ejuatll
pue eoisAyd pooS ayowold jey; sUOTIIPUOD sy} pIemo) sapninie santisod dofaasp o S ‘1 L
4494 06T 689  — - Ll LST S9¢ sani[iqisuodsal pue sadafiaud 21a10 Jo ssauaseme Ue dojaaap o], I -1 9
9SSy L88C vE9 — [ 9t 4174 16€ ssaso1d ope1souwiap ayy Jo
J10Mauizlf aY) UIYIIM San[ea Ro::o pue [eiow ajgejdadde ajeAR{Nd pue Ljnuapi of 011 S
£0I9Y -9b6C 6£9 — - vl 122 +Or 1ddrssissigy jo sjooyas oifgnd ay3 ur diysispea] aAHENSIUIWPE 351)99]}9 ajowold o] 12-S v
8€79d 0Ss6C  8€9 1 v 1€ 791 ot uordal IseayINos Y Ul Sa}BIS J3Y}0 JO SJJBIS [00YIs [eUOIssajord
oﬁ Jo sauefes ayy 0} a[qeredwiod AIe[es € 1 s}jels [00Yos [BuOlssajc1d ays aproid o 11-S €
9vS9y  S96T  LE9 — L 6 181  ott - paddeorpuey
A[euorniows 1o ‘Affeyuaul ‘AfeoisAyd a1e oym asoy) pue pajuafel A[[EOILUIPEIE A1k oYM
asoy) Surpn[ous sjuapnis [euondasxa Jo spasu [euonesnpa feraads ayr 10§ apiroid o v -S rd
6691 666C 6£9 — £ [ £91 19¢ . (‘912 “3unje1p “Jurpjom
‘SUn{IOMPOOM) S[[TYS [E3IULI)-[BUOTIEIOA JISEQ dY} 10/pUE (*1d *agualds ‘sofjewayew
*Surpear) S[IR{s JIAPEIL JiSeq ) U JUSUIAAINOE ([enydafja3ur) aAnpi302 annboe oy € -1 I
{11) oD (@ 6 W © ) & (€ @___ (1)
UaWNE] B0 :
3 = = 2 0= 3 e 3 23 =
= = & 8 = & : 52
3 B 2 & g o
g = ] 25
< 8 53
g \ £5
———ssuodsIg JoIsguwmN m mw
8,
@EAFANNS NOLLY TNdOd TTJAVS FHL WOUT SINIANOISTY FHL At J3SSTIIXH SV ALRIORI
40 IO NI GDINVY IISSISSIA NI STOOHOS AYVANOOAS NV AV INTWI TH OT18Nd JHL 304 STVOD @)
B—

M47149vL

E

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



17

oet8e 8v¥C  L€9 9¢ 65 Scl 991 1S¢ wrexdoid uayseSiapury [ooyss afqnd e apnoid o [-S o€
9vi6 € 8LbC €€9 S 14l €61 61¢€ [A4! SULI9) J]qRINSESW PUE [BIOIARY3Q UI 52A1323fqo [euoneonpa Sunum 10 sapuaraduios
dojaaap 01 s1o1sI [00YDs e JO syjeIs [euorssajoid ayy 10§ Kiumpsoddo ue aproid o] 07-S 6z
123033 SSvc L9 Sl IS 6¢l 681 €ET SIoUISIP [00Y2s
TIe 103 sme[ ajels uuojrun Suneasd £q uoneziued10a1 1oLSIP [00Yds 10§ apmoid o] LIS 8T
6£V0°Y 9LSC LE9 9 € 66 16T 60T surerSoid pue saporjod yons jo Juauwrdoaasp syl ur adI0A B 3ABY
. o1 swerSoad pue sarorjod jooyas £q paraagye asoyy 103 Ayunizoddo ue spmoxd o 81-S LT
6vL0Y §6ST  LT9 ¢ Ll L8 343 LL1 10UISIP O0Y2Js Yoed Ul s){npe 10J sanunyioddo euoneonpa apuoid oy, 6 -S 9C
oIy €v9C s€9 8 0g L9 XA 4 Y4 sinodosp arepouwiiodde 0} swerdoid dojaaap
. 03 pue synodo1p fertuajod 1o/pue [emoe Jurfyr1uapt 10§ sanbruyoal apmoid oy S-S ST
191°% 869C 8¢9 S 14 98 86C SEC 3J0M)3U UOISIAJ[3) [EUONIEBINDD
ay) Aq papraoid sadialas A asn 01 SIOLISIP [ooyds [fe 10§ Liumioddo ue apmoid oy vT-S T
0691t $99C  6£9 4 S 08 8be€ 10t ddississipy Jo sjooyas orgqnd 3y ui pa[jo1UI SIUIPTS JO
ouS_Eo.t& 3|} aInseaw 0} uonenes? JuINunUod jo uresford payun e apmoid oy, S1-S £€C
s0LI'Y 199¢ 8¢9 L 61 +8 9LT [AY4 1ddisstssipy Jo sjooyoas arjqnd ayy ug
suonowoiduou Jo sajes Y3y 20npas 03 sasuanuadxs Suruies] ajendoidde sproid oy 9I-S Z
8L8I'Y 0€9¢ 8¢9 ¢ I 08 sog 67C aum 21ns[af JO asn ANEAID 3Y) Uy SIS dojaaap o), L1 Ic
$L9T Y L69C T€9 - r oL LIE €T S3A3] ymo1d pue ae 03 areudoidde spmys 1010w apraoid o, 9 1 oc
€00t SELT  9£9 € 12! S9 19¢ £6C 183 IBPUB[EJ 2} pue
Kep [ooyas a'f} InOY3noIY) SINI[IOL] [BUONIEINPA JO asn WNWIXEw 2y} 10§ apmoid oy €1-S 6l
PTA 494 6€LC  0£9 € Cl 14 L9C 00¢ S[9A3] AIEPUODDS
pue AIR)uawWwala ay) YIoq Je SaJIAIS pue sanijioe) aouepind ajenbope apmoid oy L-S 81
88SE Y T A A A € St £€0€ 9T $321N0s3J [EINJEU S} PUB JUSWIUOIIAUS 31} PIEmo) sapminje aanisod dojeaap o, 8 -1 L1
SE8EY 99LC 1€9 I € 144 88¢ S6C ssao01d Suuiea]-8uryota) ays sdueyus Jey) swerdoid Jo uonezimn Y ajoword o S 91
Lieedy 08Lc ¢€£5 ¢ 11 84 9 L1€ 2181 3y} Uy M SISLISIP [00YIs [fE 03 suonouny Alore[ndal pue ‘drys
-19peaj ‘sa01A1as aanloddns s1ajjo 1ey) uonesnpy jo juaunieda( ajels e apmoid oy, €S SI
o ®& @ © © & (€) @
: ¢ 7 ¢ 2 F % ¢ s f T
s ¢ f R G g ¥
s =) g & g o
g £ 3 35
— «Q
< 8 . 273
2 Zz=
& £2
: g9
SRUCUSTY JO I5qUTTN T8 ,
O
\Ul
)

(panunuo)) 11 F19VL .

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



18

80CLE €€€C LT9 A €L ra g £€0€ SZ1 sananae Sutusea] umo 112y Sutuueld vl JuatuLAjoAUL SIUIPAIS 10§ aptaoid o 8 -S +€
tCSLE 6LEC €9 (34 I8 L6 8st 6%C Mme[ ouepUANIE jooyds Atosindwod e spnoid o) Cc-S €€
089L'E SS€C  ST9 L SC 8l  €0€ 8ol wdrssissty w1 sjooyos orqnd aup jo sajenpesd ayy uo eyep diemoqioy spmosdoy 9 -5 Zg
SIIgE 1LES 09 €1 rd 8Ci SLT $S1 Sluapmis [fe 10§ suoneunuexs eaSojoysLsd pue ressAyd eroads apraosd o € -S 1€
(D) or1) 6 @B W (9 ) ) © @ M
JudW)BIS [EON)
s ¢ ¢ £ g % &z ¢ 55 B
g 8 E S g = 8 S a3 =
- (D
s £ £ 8 = < Zg
g & g & g &
= B 3 c
g ® a 23
< pid -~ O
= m =
5 38
@]
o=l
(PonunuoD) 11 314VL LK



19

School board members. School board members as a group expressed support

for all 34 goal statements for the public elementary and secondary schools of
Mississippi. Found in Table III is the top ranked learner goal, "To acquire
cognitive (intellectual) achievement in the basic academic skills (reading, math-
ematics, science, etc.) and/or the basic vocational-technical skills (woodworking,
welding, drafting, etc.)." The top ranked supportive goal was "To provide for
the special educational needs of exceptional students including those who are
academically talented and those who are physically, mentglly, or emotionally

handicapped."

Superintendents. As a group the superintendents of the public schools in

Mississippi adopted all 34 goal statements. The number one goal in order of
priority, as indicated in Table IV, was the learner goal, "To acquire cognitive
(intellectual) achievement in the basic academic skiils (reading, mathematics,
science, etc.) and/or the basic vocational-technical skills {(woodworking, weld-
ing, drafting, etc.)." The highest priority among the supportive goals was "To
provide the professional school staffs at a salary comparable to the salaries

of the professional school staffs of other states in the southeast region."

Principals. Principals as a group lent their support by adopting all 34
goal statements for the public elementary and secondary schools of Mississippi.
As shown in Table V, the highest priority was the supportive goal, '"To provide
the profcssional school staffs at a salary comparable to the salaries of the
professional school staffs of other states in the southeast region.'" The high-
est priority among the learner goals was 'To identify and cultivate acceptable

moral and ethical values within the framework of the democratic process."
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Teachers. Teachers as a group added their support by adopting all 34 goal
'statements for the public elementary and secondary schools of Mississippi. As
revealed in Table VI, the top ranked goal was the supportivé goal, "To provide
the professional school staffs at a salary combarable to the salaries of the
professional school staffs of other states in the southeast region." The top
ranked learner goal was ''"To acquire cognitive (intellectuai) achievement in the
basic academic ﬁkills (reading, mathematics, science, etc.) and/or the basic

vocational-technical skills (woodworking, welding, drafting, etc.)."

Students. Students as a group also adopted all 34 goal statements for the
public elementary and secondary schools of Mississippi. As indicated in Table
VII, the goal ranked of highest priority by students was the supportive goal,

"To provide for the special educational needs of exceptional students including
fhose who are academically talented and those who are physichlly, meﬁtally, or
emotionally handicapped.'" The highest ranked learner goal was "To acquire cog-
nitive (intellectual) achievement in the basic academic skills (reading,.mathe-_
matics, science, etc.) and/or the basic vocational-technical skills (woodworking,

welding, drafting, etc.)}."

Parents. Parents as a group likewise adopted all 34 goal statements for
the public elementary and secondary Schools of Mississippi. As shown in Téble
VIII, the goal ranked of highes; priority by parents was the learner goal, "To
acquire cognitive (intellectual) achievement in' the basic academic skills (read-
ing, mathematics, science, etc.) and/or the basic vocational-technical skills
(woodworking, Qelding, drafting, etc.)." The highest ranked supportive goal was
"To provide for the special educational needs of exceptional students including
those who are academically talented and those who are physically, mentally, or

emotionally handicapped.'
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Legislators. Legislators as a group adopted 31 of the 34 goal statements
for the public elementary and secondary schools of Mississippi. As revealed
in Table IX, the three goal statements that weré rejected were the supportive
goals "To provide a compulsory school attendance law," '"To provide for students'
involvement in planning their own’ learning activities," and '"To provide a public
school kindergarten program.'' The top priority goal statement was the learner
goal, "To develop an awareness of civic privileges énd responsibilities." The
top priority supportive goal was ""To provide é program of recognition and rewards

for teachers which is designed to attract and retain highly competent people."

Higher education personnel. Personnel in higher education adopted all 34

goal statements for the public elementary and secondary schools of Mississippi.
As indicafed in Table X, the goal ranked of highest pfiority was the learner
goal, "To acquire cognitive (intellectual) achievement in the-basic academic
skills (reading, mathematics, science, etc.) and/or the basic vocational-tech-
nical skills (woodworking, welding, drafting, etc.)." The highest priority sup-
portive gdal was '"To provide a more equitable financial support to all school

districts."

Business and industry managers. The managers for business and indusfries
in Mississippi adbbted all 34 goal statements.foé the public elementary and
secondary schools. As shown in Table XI, the goal ranked as top priority was
the learner goal, "To acquire cognitive (intellectual) achievement in the basic
academic skills (reading, mathematics, science, etc.) and/or the basic vocational-
technical skills (woodwofking, welding, drafting, etc.)." The top ranked sup-
portive goallwas "To promote effective administrative leadership in the public

schools of Mississippi."
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Organizational leaders. The designated leaders of selected professional

educational organizations also adopted all 34 goal statements for the public
elementary and sécoddary schools of Mississippi. As indicated in Table XII,

the goal ranked of highest priority was the learner goal, ''To acquire_cognitive
(intellectual) achievement in the basic academic skills (reading, mathematics,
science, etc.) and/or the basic vocational-technical skills'(woodworking, weld-
ing, drafting, etc.)." The highest ranked supportive goal was "To provide for
the maximum use of educational facilities throughout the school day and the cal-

endar year."
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Chapter IV

SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS, AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Summasx

Phase two of a comprehensive plan for education in Mississippi was under-
taken in this study which consisted of the deﬁelopment of educationalkgoals and
priorities for the public elementary and secondary schools in Mississippi. Phase
two was the natural outgrowth of the initial phase for.a comprehen51ve plan for’ ~f1'N
public elementary and secondary education in Mississippi in which educational
needs were systema 1cally identified to be used in establishing educational
goals for Mississippi.
| The purpneeq_of thlS study were as follows (1) to develop goal statementsfﬂ

that pertain to the preViously identified educational needs in Mississippi, (2)

to adept, by public opinion, goal statements that pertain to public elementary a

and secondary education in Mississippi; and (3) to establish a priority of -

adopted goal statements.
The procedures for accomplishing the stated purposes were“as follows:
1. To establish a list of potential goal statements divided intoptwo‘eatej_pffﬂé
gories of "learner'" and "supportive' goals from the previously identified need )
items; | | |
2; To develep and field test a one-page opinionnaire to contain each of
the potential goal statements with a rating scale from fiye'to one corresponding;:.V":
with descriptors ranging from 'strongly agree" to "stronglytdisagree;"
| 3. To select a stratified random sample of school board members,_princi-.‘

' pals, teachers, students, parents, business and industry managers, higher.

Lre
(£]
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education personnel, and other organizational leaders as well as to select all
superlntendents and legislators wh1ch totaled 1,297 individuals who were asked
to respond to the survey; and

4. To treat the data by determining a total weighted value for each
potential goal statement and converting the total weighted value into a mean
value to be used as follows: (1) to adopt goal statements and (2) to rank the
adopted goal statements in an order of priority.

The findings were based upon the 643 returned instruments which comprised
a 49.6 percent return, All 34 potential goal statementg that were adopted as
goals for the public elementary and secbndary schools of Mississippi are found
’in Table XIII. The adoption of goal statements was determined by each goal
statement having a mean value greater than 2.9999. The highest ranked learner

goal was "To acqulre cogn1t1ve (1nte11ectua1) achievement in the basic academic

'skLlLs (rc““lng, natheﬂatlcs, science, -etci). aﬂd/o‘ the ba51“ vocat10na1-*ech-~*~'~~w

nical skills (woodworking, welding, drafting, etc.).'" The top ranked supportive
goal was "To provide for the special educational needs of exceptional students
including those who afe academically falented énd those whe are physically, |
mentally, or emotionally handicapped.'

An analysis of the response from each of the ten classifications of indi-
~ viduals revealed that the priority of goa} statements varied greatly. Respon-
dents from six of the ten categories of individuals (school board members,
superintendents, parents, higher education personnel, business and industry
managers; and organizational leaders) ranked the iearner»goal “To acquire
cognitive (intellectual) achievemenf in the basic academic skills (reading,
mathematiﬁs, science, etc.) and/or the basic vocational-technical skills (wood-

woiking, welding, drafting, etc.)' as the item of highest priority. Principals
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TABLE XIII

A RANKING OF GOALS FOR THE PUBLIC ELEMENTARY
AND SECONDARY SCHOOLS IN MISSISSIPPI AS
EXPRESSED BY THE RESPONDENTS FROM
THE TOTAL SAMPLE SURVEYED

- Rank o Goal Statement
(1) (2)
-1 To acquire cognitive (intellectual) achievement in the basic academic
skills (reading, mathematics, science, etc.) and/or the basic vocational- —

technical skills {(woodworking, welding, drafting, etc.)

2 To provide for the special educational needs of exceptional students
including those who are academically talented and those who are phys-
ically, mentally, or emotionally handicapped

3 To provide the professional school staffs at a salary comparable to the
salaries: of the professional school staffs of other states in the south-
east region .

4 Top promote ‘effective administrative ieadérsﬁip-in the public schools of
Mississippi
S To identify and cultivate accéptable moral and ethical values within the

framework of the democratic process
6 To develop an awareness of civic privileges and responsibilities

7 To develop positive attitudes toward the conditions that promote good
-physical and mental health -

8 To provide a more equitable financial support to all school districts

9 To develop positive attitudes in the area of human relations

10 To develop a positive self-concept

11 To promote effective usage of instructional media, supplies, equipment,

and materials to aid the teaching-learning process
12 ' To acquire self-direction in learning activities

13 To provide a program of recognition and rewards for teachers which is
designed to attract and retain highly competent people
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TABLE XIII (Continued)

Rank - ‘ Goal Statement

B ¢)) < 2)

14 To provide effective programs for all school age students including those
who are economically and environmentally deprived :

15 To provide a State Department of Education that offers supportive services,
‘ leadership, and regulatory functions to-all school districts within the

State ‘

16 To promote the utilization of programs that enhance the teaching-learning
process

17 To develop positive attitudes toward the environment and its natural
resources

18 To provide adequate guidance facilities and services at both the elemen-

tary and secondary levels

19 To provide for the maximum use of educational facilities throughout the
school day and the calendar year

20 To provide motor skills appropriate to age and growth levels
21 To develop skills in the creative use of . leisure time
22 To provide appropriate Iearning experiences to reduce high rates of non-

promotions in the public schools of Mississippi

023 To provide a unified program of continuing evaluation to measure the per-
' o formancé of students enrolled in the public schools of Mississippi.

24 To provide an opportunity for a11 school districts to use the serv1ces
provided by the educational teleV151on network »

25 To provide techniques for identifying actual: and/or potentlal dropouts
and to develop programs to accommodate dropouts

}if26 T0'provide educational oppoftunities for adults in each school district

L 27 To provide an opportunity for those affected by school policies ahd pro-
' grams to have a voice in the development of Such,policies and programs

.28 To prOV1de for school district reorganlzatlon by creatlng uniform state
laws for all school districts

29 To provide an opportunlty for the professional staffs of all school dis-
~tricts to develop competencies for writing educatlonal obJectlves in -
behav1ora1 and measurable terms ,
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TABLE XIII (Continued)

Rank Goal Statement
(1) (2)
30 To provide a public school kindergarten program
31 To provide special physical and psychological examinations for all stu-
dents :
"32 To provide follow-up data on the graduates of the public schools in
Mississippi
33 To provide a compulsory school attendance law
34

To provide for students' involvement in planning their own learning
activities :
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and teachers ranked the supportive goal "To provide the professional school staffs
at a salary comparable to the salaries of the professional school staffs of other
states in the southeast' region" as the item of highest priority. Students ranked
the supportive goal '"To provide for the special educational needs of exceptional
students including those who are academically talented and those who are physi-
cally, mentally, or emotionally handicapped" as the item of highest priority.
Finally, legislators ranked the learner goal "To develop an awareness of civic

privileges and responsibilities' as the item of highest priority.

Conclusions

Based on the analysis of the findings presented in this study the follow-
ing conclusions were reached.

1. All 34 goal statements were considered to be accepiable goals for the
public elementary and secondary schools of Mississippi by the vast majority of
the respondents.

2. The respondents indicated that the highest priority in public school
education in Mississippi should be.given to establishing school prograﬁs where-
by the learner has the OﬁpBrtunity "To acquire cognitive (intellectual) acﬁieve¥.
ment in the basic academic skills (reading,‘mathematics, science, etc.) and/or
the basic vocational-technical skills (woodworking, welding, drafting, etc.)."

3, The attitude of the respondents was som;what stronger than merely
"agreeing' with the stated goals for 27 of the 34 goal statements. This atti-
tude indicates a desire by the respondents to have the public schools in
Mississippi develop educational programs which will provide solutions for the
educational probiems in the state.

4, The goals "To provide a public school kindergarten program" and '"To
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provide a compulsory school attendance law" ranked 30th and 33rd respectively,
The lower ranking of these two goals indicates a drastic change in attitude
of the public since the 'Needs Asseﬁsment Study" conducted a year ago when
these same two goals were‘the top priority needs identified by Mississippians
surveyed,

5. By analyzing the individual groups sampled, the conclusion was drawn
that each group tends to rate the highest priority to that item which reflects
the self-interest of the particular group. Evidence of such a conclusion is
that school board members, superintendents, parents, higher education person-
nel, business and industry managers, and organizational leaders ranked the
learner goal "To acquire cognitive (intellectual) achievement in the basic
academic skills (reading, mathematics, science, etc.) and/or the basic vocational-
techni;al sk;lls (woodworking, welding, drafting, etc.)" as the item of highest
priority, while principals and teachers ranked the supportive goal '"To provide
the professional school staffs at a salary comparable to the salaries of the
professional school staffs of othier states in the southeast region" as the
item of highest priority. Students ranked the supportive goal "To provide
for the special educational needs of exceptional students including those who
are academicaliy talented and those who are physically, mentally, or emotionally
handicapped" as the item of highest priority. Finally; legislators ranked the
learner goal "To develop an awareness of civic privileges and responsibilities"
as the item of highest priority.

6. Further analysis by groups revealed that on;y legislators rejected any -
of the froposed goal statements. Legislators as a group rejected three of the
proposed goal statements, two of which would requife a change in current state

law to be accomplished. The two goals requiring a change in state law were
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"To provide a public school kindergarten program' and ""To provide é compulsory
school attendance law."

7. People who have a direct involvement in the administration of the
process of education seem to exhibit a greater interest in educational problems
as evidenced by superintendents, principals, and higher education personnel
responding to the sur:ey with a greater than 70 percent reﬁurn as compared to
legislators, school board members, and business and industry managers who

responded with less than a 35 percent return.

Recommendations

The following recommendations were made based upon the conclusions of the
study.

1. Objectives should be established for each of the adopted 34 goal
statements in accordance with the established priority for the purpose of
accomplishing the stated goals and providing for a continuing plan for educa-
tion in Mississippi.

2. Educators in Mississippi should strive to increase the layman's aware-
ness of the immediate and long-range effects of the educational problems within
the state in such a manner that the solutions to the educational problems will

be a vaiversal concern.
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Dedinttions:

Goa t
Learner

HOALS EOR EBICATION [N MISSISSIPRT

< A goul is u statement of broad direction, genmeral pmrpose, or intent,

tioul < A learner goal is a poal statement which exnresses the desired nutcome of the tearner.

Supportive Goal - A supportive poal Is a poul statement which facilitates the educational provess,

Dincations:

The qoal statements Eisted befow, theugh net fananaed {n ane prdiondtn, have been

{dentified as potential goals 4u1 education (n M{ssisaippd. Please oxpress noun

feeling about each goal statement by cincling one of the five numbers which best

refleets o attitude, A dpace has been provided at the and of the aonl state-

ments foa you to state sugaested tevisions and/or add{tional aoals which nou deel
should bv tncluded ¢n the goals fon education O M<asissmmé.

Learner Gouls

)
)
)

Gt B

(
(
(

(4)
5)

(6)
(7)
(8)
(9)
(10

To deve
To acqyu

lop an awareness of civie privileges and responsibilities . . . . . . . . . .,
ire self-direction in learning activities . . .« « . « .+ + . & . o

To uacquire cognitive (lntellectual) achievement in the hasic academic sknll:
(reading, mathematics, science, etc.) and/or the basic vocational-technical. skills

(woodwo
To duve

rking, welding, drafting, etc.) . v . v v v v v v 0 0 e e e e e e e
top positive attitudes in the area of human relations . . . . . . . « .« . . .

To develop positive attitudes toward the conditions that promote good phvsical
and mental health ., . o v v 0 0 0 v e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e
To provide motor skills appropriate to age and growth levels . . . . . .'4v 4 .

To develop skills in the creative use of leisure time .. . . . « v o o v v v,
To develop positive attitudes toward the environment and its natural resources
To develop a positive self-concept + + & o v v v o v 0 o 0 4 0.0 s 4 0 00

To iden
framewo

tify and cultivate acceptable moral and ethical values within the
rk of the democratic process .« .+ o . v v « 4 4 v 4 4 4 e e e e e s e e

Supportive Goals

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

(5)

(6}
7

(8)
(9)

(10)

(1)
12)
(13)

(14)
(15)

(16)
a7
(18)
. (19)
(20)

@n

22)-

(23)
(24)

NOTE: -

To prov
To prov
To prov

ide a public school kindergarten program . « . . « v v v 0 v 0w e e ..
ide a compulsory school attendance law . . + o & o & &+ & e
ide special physical and psychological examinations for all :tudentﬂ e

‘To provide for the special educational needs of exceptionai students including

those who are academically talented and those who are physicallv mentally, or
emotionally handicapped . . ., .-, . e e e e e e e e
To provide techniques for identva1ng actual and/or potentlnl dronout: and

to develop programs to accommodate UrOpPoUTS o v 4 4 4 v 0 et s e e e s e e e e e
To provide follow-up data on the graduates of the puhlic schools in Mississippi .

To provide adeguate guidance facilities and services at both the elementary

and secondary 1evels o o o v o s 0 4 s 4 e s b e s e e e e s e e e e e e e e
To provide for students' involvement in planning their own learning activities -~ . .,
To provide educational opportunities for adults in each school district . . . . . . .

To prov
who are
To prov
of the
To prov
to attr
To prov
school
To prov
To prov
of stud
To prov

ide effective programs for all school age students including those

economically and environmentally deprived . . . . PRI P R
ide the professtonal school staffs at a salary comparable to the salaries
professional school staffs of other states in the Southeast region , . . ., .,
ide-a program of recognition and rewards for teachers which is designed

act and retain highly competent people . . « o . v v v o v ol o0 e e W
ide for the maximum use of educational facilities throughout the '
day and the calendar VYEar-« « o v v v v v v 0 e sia b w s s e e et e e e e
ide a more equitable financial support to all school districts . . . . . . ...
ide a unified program of continuing evaluation to measure the performance
ents enrolled in the public schools of Mississippi v v v v v v oi0 v v v iy o
ide approprlate learning experiences to reduce hlgh rates of

nonpromotions «in the public schools of Mississippi . . « + . ¢ v v v v v 070 v N

To prov
for all
To prov
to have

ide for school district reorganlzation by creating uniform state laws

SChOOl dASTPECES « v + v v 0 & 4 40 o e s e d e e e s e e e e
ide an opportunity for those affected by school policies and programs ’
a voice in the development of such policies and programs . . « + « « «'v v o+

To promote effective usage of instructional media, supplies, equlpment, and

materia
To prov
to deve
measura
To prom
Mississi

1s to aid the teaching-learning process . » + . . . P T TR T
ide an opportunity for the professional staffs of all school districts ’
lop competencies for writing educational obJectives 1n behav1oral and

Ble Terms + o o v v v v v 4 e e s e s e e e s st s ey et e e e e e s
ote effective ndmlnlqtratlve leader:hlp in the public schools of

ippi . .. e o e e e e e e e e e e e

To promote the utxlx*atxon of programﬁ that enhance the teachlng learnxng

process
To prov
leaders
To prov
provnde

In the

ide a State Department of Educatjon that offers supportxve services, .
hip, and regulatory functions to all school districts within the State . . ...
ide an opportunity for all school districts to use the services

t hy. the educ1txonal telev1<xon network R R T T T T S SR R

space below please state suqaested revisions and/or additional acals.
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- State of Cﬁﬂtsztsstppt

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
JACKSON 39208
G, H. JOHNSTON

SUPERINTENDENT April 9, 1973

Dear

The Mississippi State Department of Education has'recently completed the
first phase of a Continuing Plan for Education in Mississippi. Phase I con-
sisted of a systematic identification of statewide educational needs.

The second phase of the Continuing Plan for Education in Mississippi is now
in progress. Phase II :onsists of establishing educational goals and priorities
based upon the previously identified needs. The success of this effort will
depend on many individuals including yourself ‘

A lzst of potent1a1 goals for the public elementary and secondary schools
of Mississippi was developed by combining the h1gh priority need items into
broad categorical goal statements. This list is being distributed to you and
other selected individuals within the State for the dual purposes of (1) adopting
educational goals and (2) establishing priorities from the adopted goals. Please
rate each listed goal statement on the enclosed form and make suggested revisions
«and/or additions in the space prOV1ded

* The third phase of the Continuing Plan for Education in M1551ss1pp1 W111
‘consist of the development of specifically stated objectives for accompllshlng
.~ the adopted goals resulting from Phase II. Special interest groups of people
" will be involved in developing these objectives. However, before obJect1Ves
can be effectlvely written, goals must be formally adopted : .

‘ Please accept this very 1mportant respon51b111ty and complete the enclosed
- form. Your response by Aprill&will be necessary if this activity is to be’
completed during this school year. Please return the completed form in the
-,‘pre—addressed and stamped enve lope. S : B

Thank you in advance for your part in determining the goals for educat1on
in M1551551pp1.‘ :

5" GHJ /ms
" Enclosure
Q
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State nf gﬂﬂtﬁﬁtzﬁtppt

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
JACKSON 39208

G. H.J
Er i Vareh 27, 1973

Dear Superintendent:

The Mississippi State Department of Education has recently completed the
first phase of a Continuing Plan for Education in Mississippi. Phase I con-
sisted of a systematic identification of statewide educational needs.

The second phase of the Continuing Plan for Education in Mississippi is now
in progress. Phase II consists of establishing educational goals and priorities
based upon the previously identified needs. The success of this effort will
depend on many individuals including yourself,

.A list of potential goals for the public elementary and secondary schools
of . M1ss1ss1pp1 was developed by combining the h1gh priority need items into
broad categorical goal statements. This list is being distributed to you and
to a school board member, principal, teacher, student, and parent or guardian
within your school district including other selected 1nd1V1duals within the .
State for the dual purposes of (1) adopting educational goals and (2) establish-.
ing priorities from the adopted goals. Please rate each listed goal statement

“on the enclosed form and make suggested revisions and/or addltlons in the space
provided.

" The third phase of the Continuing Plan for Education in Mississippi will
consist of the development of specifically stated objectives for accomplishing
the adopted goals resulting from Phase II. Special interest groups of people

will be involved in developing these objectives. However, before ob3ect1ves
" can be effectively written, goals must be formally adopted.

~ Please accept this very important responsibility and complete the enclosed
form. Your response by April 6 will be necessary 'if this activity is to be
completed during this school year. Please return the completed form in the
pre-addressed and stamped envelope.

Thank you in advance for your part in determining the goals for education
in Mississippi.

Superlntendent

GHJ/ms

ﬁsﬁlosure
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State nf cﬂﬂtﬁﬁtﬁstppt

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
JACKSON 395208

G H, J :
SUPERRTERDENT March 27, 1973

Dear Principal:

The Mississippi State Department of Education has recently completed the
first phase of a Continuing Plan for Education in Mississippi. Phase I con-
sisted of a systematic identification of statewide educational needs.

The second phase of the Continuing Plan for Education in Mississippi is now
in progress. Phase II consists of establishing educational goals and priorities.
based upon the previously identified needs. The success of this effort will
depend on many individuals including yourself.

Within each school district a principal, teacher, student, and parent or
guardian has been selected through a process of random sampling. From your
particular school a student response to the enclosed form is desired. This
student response should be that student who functions as the ‘elected student .
body' leader.

A list of potential goals for.the public elementary and secondary schools
of Mississippi was developed by combining the high priority need items into
broad categorical goal statements. This list of potential goals is enclosed .in
the packet of materials to be distributed to the student hody leader in your
school. Please see that this student has the opportunity to rate each listed
goal -statement and make suggested revisions and/or additions in the space
provided.

“Thank you in advance for your part in heiping to establish the goals for
education in Mississippi.

o o

Singerely, -

GHJ /ms
l="“osure,
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Stute of Mississippi

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
JACKSON 392085
.G. H. JOHNSTON

SUPERINTENDENT March 27, 1973

Dear Principal:

The Mississippi State Depaftment of Education has recently completed the first phase of a Continuing
Plan for Educatlon in Mississippi. Phase I consisted of a systematic identification of statewide educational
needs.

The second phase of the Continuing Plan for Education in Mississippi is now 'm progress. Phase II
consists of establishing educational goals and priorities based upon the previously identified needs The
success of this effort will depend on many individuals mcludmg yourself.

A list of potential goals for the public elementary and secondary schools of Mississippi was developed
by combining the high priority need items into broad categorical goal statements.. This list is being dis-
tributed to you and other selected individuals within the State for the dual purposes of (1) adopting
educational goals and (2) establishing priorities from the adopted goals. Please rate each listed goal
statement on the enclosed form and make suggested revisions and/or additions in the space provided.

The third phase of the Continuing Plan for Education in Mississippi will consist of the development
of specifically stated objectives for accomplishing the adopted goals resulting from Phase II. Special mterest
groups of people will be involved in developing these objectives. However, before objectives can be
effectively written, goals must be formally adopted. ,

' 1ncluded in your packet is an envelope containing materials for a student in your school. From your
particular school a student response to the enclosed form is desired. This student response should be
| that student who functions as the elected student body leader in your school. :
- Please accept the very important responsibility of performing the two tasks listed below:

1. Compiete the enclosed form and return it in the pre-addressed and stamped envelope.

2. Distribute the enclosed packet of materials marked ‘“student’” to the student body leader
in your school.

Your response by April 6 wili be necessary if this activity is to be completed during this school year.

Thank you in advance for your part in determining the goals for education in Mississippi.

GHJ/ms
RB'n n&{\einﬂe




72

State of é‘mwﬁtﬁﬂtppt

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
JACKSON 39208
G. H. JoHNSTON
SUPRRINTENDENT March 27, 1973

Dear Teacher:

The Mississippi State Department of Education has recently completed the first phase of a Continuing
Plan for Education in Mississippi. Phase 1 consisted of a systematic 1dent1ficat10n of statewide educational
needs

The‘second phase of the Continuing Plan for Education in Mississippi is now in progress. Phase II
consists of establishing educational goals and priorities based upon the previously identified needs. The
success of this effort will depend on many individuals including yourself,

A list of potential goals for the public elementary and secondary schools of Mississippi was developed

- . by combining the high priority need items into broad categorical goal statements, This list is being dis-

tributed to you and other selected individuals within the State for the dual purposes of (1) adopting
educational goals and (2) establishing priorities from the adopted goals. Please rate each listed goal
statement on the enclosed form and make suggested revisions and/or additions in the space provided.

The third phase of the Continuing Plan for Education in Mississippi will consist of the development
of specifically stated objectives for accomplishing the adopted goals resulting from Phase II. Special interest
groups of people will be involved in developing these objectives. However, before objectives can be
effectively written, goals must be formally adopted.

Please accept this very important responsxblhty and complete the enclosed form. Your response by
April 11'will be necessary if this activity is to be completed during this school year. Please return the
completed form in the pre-addressed and stamped envelope. -

| Included in your packet is a stamped and labeled (but unaddressed) enve10pe contammg materials for _
a parent. Please select a parent or guardian of a student in your classroom by using the following mstructxons:_ P

B 1. Select the student whose name appears first on the roll book for the first clasé you teach.
. 2. Obtain the name and mailing address of the parent or guardian of that selected student,
3. Place the name and address of that parent or guardian on the unaddressed envelope and mail.

Thank you in advance for your part in determining the goals for education in Mississippi.

GHJ/ms - | Supefintendent

- "Enclosure
Q
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DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
JACKSON 39208

N .
e e noEnT March 27, 1973

.Dear Student:

The Mississippi State Department of Education has recently completed the
first phase of a Continuing Plan for Education in Mississippi. Phase I con-
sisted of a systematic identification of statewide educational needs.

The second phase of the Cont1nu1ng Plan for Educatlon in Mississippi is now
in progress. Phase II consists of establishing educational goals and priorities
based upon the previously identified needs.. The success of this effort will

- depend on many 1nd1V1duals including yourself.

y A list of potential goals for the public elementary and secondary schools
of Mississippi was developed by combining the high priority need items into

broad -categorical goal statements. This list is being distributed to you and
other selected individuals within the State for the dual purposes of (1) adopting

~educational goals and (2) establishing priorities from the adopted goals. Please

rate each listed goal statement on the enclosed form and make suggested reV1s1ons

‘and/or additions in the space provided. :

The th1rd phase of the Continuing Plan for Educatlon in MlSSlSSlppl will

. consist of the development of 'specifically stated objectives for accomplishing

”:‘_the adopted goals resulting from Phase II. Special interest groups of people
... will be involved in developing thege objectives. However, before obJectlves
© can be effectively written, goals must be formally adopted.

5 Please accept thlS very important responslb111ty.and complete the enclosed
- form. Your response by April 6 will be necessary if this activity is to be
- completed during this school year. Please return the completed form in the
. pre-addressed and stamped enve lope. ' '

Thank you in advance for your part in determining the goals for education
in Mississippi.

GHJ/ms

} Enclosure
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DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
JACKSON 392083

G. H. JOHNSTON
SUPKRINTENDENT March 27, 1973

Dear Parent:

The Mississippi State Department of Education has recently completed the
first phase of a Continuing Plan for Education in Mississippi. Phase I con-
sisted of a systematic identification of statewide educational needs.

The second phase of the Continuing Plan for Education in Mississippi is now
in progress. Phase II consists of establishing educational goals and priorities
based upon the previously identified needs. The success of this effort will
depend on many individuals including yourself. ’

A list of potential goals for the public elementary and secondary schools
of Mississippi was developed by combining the high priority need items into
broad categorical goal statements. This list is being distributed to you and
other selected individuals within the State for the dual purposes of (1) adopting
educational goals and (2) establishing priorities from the adopted goals. Please
rate each listed goal statement on the enclosed form and make suggested revisions
and/or additions in the space provided.

The third phase of the Continuing Plan for Education in Mississippi will
consist of the development of specifically stated objectives for accomplishing
the adopted goals resulting from Phase II. Special interest groups of people
will be involved in developing these objectives. However, before objectives
can be effectively written, goals must be formally adopted.

Please accept this very important responsibility and complete the enclosed
form. Your response by April 11 will be necessary if this activity is to be
completed during this school year. Please return the completed form in the
pre-addressed and stamped envelope.

Thank you in advance for your part in determining the goals for education
in Mississippi.

GHJ/ms

Enclosure
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COMMENTS BY RESPONDENTS FOR SUGGESTED
REVISIONS AND/OR ADDITIONAL GOALS

SCHOOL BOARD MEMBERS

1,

10.

11.

Supportive Goals: #5 - Should not in any way encourage dropouts but should
be designed to discourage. #18 - I would agree. but only on an advisory
basis. I believe another supportive goal should be for the state to
develop guidelines and assist the districts in 1mp1ement1ng effective
public relations and plUblic information programs.

The goals presented are just what we need to upgrade our school systems,
but a teacher evaluation program is also needed very badly to be sure that
these programs are administered properly.

The goals need to be stated in language easier understood by the average
layman., Some of them are almost meaningless to me. Goals should be
simple and direct so .that everyone understands them.

To provide a compulsory driver education program. To provide a foreign
language program on grade school level.

Supportive Goal: #11 - Comparable (or based on) per capita income in Miss.
or comparable to other income in Miss.

Supportive Goal: #16 - No child should be given more than 12 years of
free public education. If the child does not apply himself either he
or his parents should pay for additional year. No child should be de-
moted, this handicapps the children in the next class.,

Supportive Goals: #5 - To identify potential dropouts & develop a pro-
gram to prevent dropouts. #7 - "Effective'" rather than "adequate" guid-
ance.

Before we start kindergarten we need to improve what we are trying to do
now. Practically nothing is being done about sorry teachlng processes
and poor teachers. '

To require a program of evaluatlon for faculty and other personnel for
the purpose of self-lmprovement and/or grounds for dismissal.

I think we should forget about additional goals and try to get our schools

back to sound educational programs.

Supportive Goal: #1 - Neutral on kindergartens until local schools are
brought into the planning on the financing before presenting any bill to
the legislature. Some Districts cannot afford any type of construction

to house a kindergarten, much less operate a kindergarten, if all children
of kindergarten age were to attend.
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SCHOOL BOARD MEMBERS (continued)

12,

13.

14.

15,

16.

17.

Supportive Goal: #2 - Compulsory attendance without provisions for the
retarded, the slow learners, and the problem-cases might lower the quality
of education, :

Supportive Goal: #7 - Unless guidance is improved in material and instruc-
tion, it would have little value on the elementary and secondary levels.

A more dedicated and more experienced person should be encouraged to study
guidance. Guidance could be the greatest aid to students at the high
school level but in so many cases it exists because of accreditation. Set
up the standards, enforce the standards, and get rid of the people who are
claiming to be gridance counselors.

Supportive Goal: #11 - I believe in paying for a job well done. All
teachers do not have the same teaching abilities or education. Unless
some method is developed to pay on the ability-performance-results basis,

- good teachers will never receive what they are worth and poor teachers

will always be overpaid. There must be a way to get the poor teachers

out of education. If tenure is going to force schools to keep poor
teachers at the same pay scale as good teachers, then how can our children
be encouraged to do an outstanding job rather than an ordinary job.
Students and parents often comment about the poor ability of some teachers
in our schools. For good teachers, I would want to pay them even above
the average in the southeast. For poor teachers, no!

Supportive Goal: #14 - School financing will always be source of disagree-
ment. Certain basic goals for a minimum type school program are desirable.
All schools can never be the same because all people are not the same.
Each community will support its schools to the best of their ability. Do
not try to make all schools give all of the extras that improve education
but do not necessarily improve the results. The basics should be achieved
first.

\
Supportive Goal: #16 - Some method of evaluating or recognizing students'
achievements will need to be developed if we are to pass everyone on to
the next grade. A high school diploma means certain things to business
and industry. There needs to be a difference in a diploma for the A
student who has mastered all of the math courses, Latin, and chemistry
as compared to the student who was moved up for no other reason than his
age. A Certificate of Achievement in something might be the answer. Do
not let the community, the student, or the faculty ever believe that
everybody must pass on the next grade regardless of performance. The stu-
dent will be rudely awakened when he goes on a job that will require cer-
tain skills. Will be better to teach him (or let him learn) his limita-
tions while in school rather than waiting until he faces this in life at
an age when he cannot alter it too much.

Supportive Goal: #18 - Someone must have the final voice in matters of
policy.
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SUPERINTENDENTS

1. These are very worthy objectives to be attained. Their accomplishment
depends upon the training, willingness, etc. of the school administrators
and teachers,

2. Teacher training institutions should begin in the sophomore year to
reinforce the learning experiences of teacher-education students by pro-
viding in-field experiences.

3. I strongly urge that a plan for public school be initiated and that a com-
pulsory school attendance law be enacted. I also strongly recommend some
plan for removing local school financing from politics and local pressure
groups.

4. Discipline is important for students and adults., In my opinion we cannot
reach these goals without a climate of discipline.

5. Supportive Goal #13 - If you are talking about a 12-months school--No.
6. Supportive Goal #13 - I would not advocate 12-month school for everyone.

7. A compulsory school attendance law would have to be enacted gradually,
therefore, I have circled strongly disagree.

8. We need to be doing a much better job of teaching moral values, respect
for authority, the worth of an individual, and the responsibility that
every individual has to work for a living., We need a formal program of
instruction in our schools for teaching these topics to all students,

9. Supportive Goal #2 - Up to 14th birthday.

10. There is a need for better buildings, equipment, etc. Also I feel the
State Department of Education should utilize local papers and radio stations
to inform the people what is going on in education.

11, To provide each citizen the basic requirements for a marketable skill or
professional capability upon completing the best education he is capable
of obtaining and opportunities for retraining and upgrading this skill
throughout his life.

12. Equal assessed valuation of property is a must. New school plants must
bef@rected. ‘County system must be changed from "may'" to "shall." Federal
aid to education must be continued.

13. I should like to know more of what is meant by re-organization of school
districts. Laws would be okay but would question changing boundaries.

14. Provide additional funds for stronger administrative assistance.
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SUPERINTENDENTS (continued)

15. Supportive Goal # 2 - Compulsory attendance is outmoded!!! It is an
anachronism in the last quarter of the 20th century!!!

16  Supportive Goal #17 - This is provided all districts would be organized
under a one-unit system in both the city and the county such as being a
Mississippi Separate School District.




PRINCIPALS

10.

11.

80

Revise State Board of Education. Administrative requlrements for county
superlntendents should provide a different type of diploma.

Remove school decisions and finance handling of money from power of super-
visors. Place trade schools in all counties. (Do not let politics stop
them,) Provide special education on a simpler scale. A system of
diplomas introduced and approved by the state so you can socially promote
the non-learner while we are waiting for the new programs and curriculum.

Get away from the idea that education is a respon51b111ty and make it a
privilege.

There need to be programs of a vocat10na1 nature that are available to
small, poor school districts,

The State Department of Education should have annual summer workshops, etc.

(paid for by the department) for all teachers concerning all areas of
subject matter, new ideas, new methods, etc. Teachers should be paid an
extra month each year and make the above program a compulsory teacher-
administrator training program. We want better teachers--we have them--
let's use'them right. Industry will if we do not.

Except for goal #20 everything was a good idea. Good luck in trying to do
everything accepted.

To coordinate textbooks and instructional materials adoptions for unifor-
mity from school to school in supporting the instructional program.’
(Students may have 5 different textbooks in 5 different schools.)

Supportive Goal #1 - depends on the arrangement, f1nance, fac111t1es, etc.
Reduce the ratio of teacher-pupil. Add teacher units.

To provide a compulsory state or county training school for students who
are expelled from public school or refuse to attend school.

We must improve the non-teaching personnel, aids, substitutes, etc.
Evaluate our program and see if our goals are being met. We must maintain
close contact with all parents. Promote a broad program of nondiscrim-
inatory activities that will enhance good interpersonal relatlonshlps
among staff members, pupils, and parents. :

To promote effective human relations in the public schools of Mississippi.
I would hope every elementary school could have a fine physical education

program. Here's hoping learner goals #4, #5, and #6 are connected w1th
physical education.




14,

15,

16,

17.

18.

19 .

20.

21.

22,

23.
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PRINCIPALS (continued)

Supportive Goal # 4 - This should be doe in a setting that is as close
as p0551b1e to normal classroom settlng. PrOV1de disciplinary personnel,
services and classrooms for each school district! Some students have
problems that prevent them from remaining in a normal class but not
enough problems to suspend or expel them from school.

This appears to be most comprehensive. Supportive Goal - To provide for
state supported in-service education programs whereby salary 1ncrements
would be given as professional incentive.

Supportive Goal #3-To provide special physical and psychological
examinations for all problem children and slow learners as needed--
efficiently staffed testing centers.

I favor compulsory school attendance laws only to the point that requires
students to attend school vntil age 14 and then there must be a strong

-enforcement official in the school district to serve as the officer who

sees that all students abide by the regulation.

To prOV1de a vocational center for the overage and potent1a1 dropout in
the junior high school.

Supportive Goal # 1 - Let's handle first grade better before we get kinder-
garten by a smaller teacher load.

Supportive Goal #15 - If tests are used, let people (teachers and other
professionals) of this area draw up test and not depend on tests written
for other regions., :
Supportive Goal #24 - If they are given a chance to help set it up.

Supportive Goal #25 - To provide tenure laws for all teachers
Supportive Goal #26 - To provide for more personnel in the State Department
of Education for minority groups.

To develop a program to build the self-concept and not to dictate uniform
thinking. Passing grades should be either satisfactory or unsatisfactory.

Provide a state regulation on sick leave policy.

We need smaller classes and more teachers,
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. TEACHERS

1.

10.

Two additional goals are to provide continuing educational goals for Senior
citizens and to broaden educational opportunities for Veterans.

To provide larger facilities for school districts. To eliminate over-
crowding so that nonpromotions can be held back and not passed-on for

x!lﬁck of space.

To provide an opportunity for parents to become more involved in the edu-

cational processes.,

We need vocational schools for students with low abilities beginning in
third grade to prepare them in some trade, Somehow get children with ex-
treme discipline problems out of our rooms and into a special class with
a teacher who is trained to handle them. Do not let a child start school
until age six. (Sept.)

I suggest a maximum of 20 students for each teacher load.

Supportive Goal: #4 - I feel that for too long, too little emphasis

has been given to the needs of the academically talented.

Supportive Goal: #13 - School buildings should not be ''locked up'" three
months of the year,

Supportive Goal: #19 - Too much federal money has been used on these men-
tioned already - teachers do not use these,

Supportive Goal: #20 - Lesson plans more effective than behavioral ob-
jectives,

I think many of our schools have gone complete daffy about the football
and basketball program, at the expense of the academic program. All
programs are designed to accommodate the coaches and ex-coaches. Any
extra money that comes in usually is used to supplement the coaches'
salaries, I think, in this regard, we are on the wrong track, A good
chemistry or physics teacher is more important than any coach,

’SupportiVe Goal #4 - In my opinion the students age should be considered

in this item, the younger students would not be qua11f1ed to plan the
learning acitvities needed.

Supportive Goal: #18 - Suggestions should be considered, but the admini-
strators are more qualified to make final decisions.,

Supportive Goal: #3 - Unless the state provides special help for students
who are physically or psychologically unsound, there is no need to waste
money on examinations. :
Supportive Goal: #7 - Elementary students are guided by the curriculum that
is laid out by the school itself. High school students, on the other hand,
do need a good guidance program.

Supportive Goal: #19 - Unless equipment is provided, there is no way to
promote its usage. This question should be stated, should State Department
of Education provide equipment, supplies, etc. Strongly Agree
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TEACHERS (continued)

11. Learner Goal: #1 - Responsibility should come before privileges.

12. One major goal should be to halt the overcrowding of classrooms. The
second goal that I would suggest is that more emphasis be given.to teach-
ing the students, rather than checking to see if they wear socks or
measure the length of their hair.

13. To provide a goal for sick leave days. To provide goals for a tenure
program. .

14, To provide a law of recognition for teachers living in a county that are
qualified for teaching positions to be hired instead.of hiring teachers
from other counties.

15, I strongly support goal #20 because I feel that this method of instruction
can easily be implemented to meet the needs of each child.

16. To provide teacher tenure in Mississippi. To permit teachers to retire
after 30 years of teaching or at the age of 55. To have school terms of
ten months instead of nine,

17. To provide retirement benefits for professional staff after the completion
of thirty years' service, regardless of age at retirement.

18, To provide an opportunity for school faculties to evaluate their partic-
ular school's administration as well as the school system.

19. To provide a wide range of exploratory experiences and act1V1t1es for all
students.

20, To provide vocational-technical training in upper elementary through junibr
high as well as high school for girls as well as boys. '

21. To provide more money for the classroom teacher to spend on needs in the
classroom. To develop a program for teachers, who have student teachers,
to know more about how to help them. (This would come from college level.)

- v

22, Supportive Goal: #15 - No one program will fit all pcpulations. More
diagnostic instruments should be made available for teachers. These .
could be adopted along with texts. More pressure placed on districts to
have well-planned reading programs to fit different populations. Adoption
of a basal text is not all that is necessary. More communication between
administration and teachers.

23. To develop teacher exchange programs within state schools for the sharing
of ideas and teaching techniques with hopes of improving deficiencies.

24. Vocational-technical training is most important.
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| TEACHERS (continued)

25.

26!

I think education itself should be "The Priority'" over all else in the
state of Mississippi. Education is lagging in this state. We need to
have objectives for learning situations. Professional staffs are an
integral part of the development process, but the leadership and guid-
ance of the educational sr.ctrum should come from resourceful emplcyees
of professional researcl <ommittees directed by the State Department of
Education. I think we are headed in the right direction; you have made
a positive step already. :

Learner Goal: #9 - (School psychologist would be necessary.)
Learner Goal: #10 - (Through good discipline and the teacher being a
good example for pupil to follow.)
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STUDENTS

1.

8.

10.

11.

12.

13.

Teachers should be required to meet higher standards in becoming qualified
to teach.

Students should have choice of dress codes, etc. Teachers should have
choice of dress codes, etc. Teachers should have aides to help so they
can teach more individually, :

Better salaries to draw more talented and experienced teachers to the
State of Mississippi.

Separate classes according to learning ability and desire.

Appoint county superintendents. Require Master's Deégree in Administration
for county superintendents. Provide more electives.

I believe that there should be more courses to help in the many different
business occupations as well as the vocational courses,

I think the schools grading systems should be changed to the system where
students progress according to their own ability. This is so more advanced
students are not slowed down and so slower students are not prescused,

Prevent unqualified personnel from obtaining teacher positions. Provide
more courses in technical trades; such as engineering, electronics, me-
chanics, etec., to eliminate or partially eliwrinati~ a4 college education.

Enlarging on two of the above goals, I believe teachers of Mississippi
should have an increase in salary thereby attracting a better quality of
teachers. If this was provided, I believe students would be better pre-
pared for life .in every aspect. '

Supportive Goal: #14 - Stated to provide a more equitable financial sup-
port to all school districts. I strongly disagreed because of the districts
size and the number of students who are attending. All school districts
need assistance, but not equitable.

I think our schools have a good program for the average s
prep, vocational and vo. tech. students, but special educ#iiion should be
added to complete this educational circle. Better means offffinance for
building more school buildings for a more comprehensive progkam should

be considered.

dent, college

Iam for a compulsory school law but would need, I think, a shop to teach
vocational skills. Pass laws to stop schools from holding back students
with good passing grades. Maybe this is one of the causes of nonpromotion
mentioned above.

Provide more courses in each school to make the student feel that he is
not bored. Provide more student Government activities.
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STUDENTS (continued)

14,

15,

16.

17.

18.

19,

20.

21,

22.

23.
24.

25.

. 26,

To provide for exams to insure that teachers are qualified. To hire and
promote teachers on merit. To establish a curriculum and insist that
teachers follow this rather than their own idealogies.

To provide a variety of foreign languages in the public schools of
Mississippi for college bound students. To provide better qualified
teachers. .

I think that people who have children in public schools should have more
of a voice in school policy particularly in such matters as busing.

Parents must be awakened to the fact that until they again assume their
responsibility of teaching proper morals, respect for authority, and indi-
vidual responsibility, the educators will be handicapped in their goal

of educating students

Financial aids equally ngen to each district. To provide a system where
students could discuss school activities with the school board.

None. I think this is a very thorough list. I also think that, if put
fully into effect, that it will have great bearing on Mississippi students
and teachers.

I feel that students should have some activities at school and that it
should not be an all learning center for studying, but more act1v1t1es
Also every school should have a physical educatlon class.

To provide for the organization of a student government.

We need to go back to having school instead of all these ineffective pro-
grams which do not teach the student but lines someone's pocketbook. We
need two types of diplomas in Mississippi schools. We have students in
some schools receiving diplomas who canmnot even read.

I very strongly ..gree with number 18 under supportive goals. A student
can abide by rules much better if he had a part in making the rules.

Students often have a voice regarding the policies concerning the school,
but our opinions are usually not acceptable by the staff.

In order to create a better educational school system, it should be a goal
of the Mississippi Department of Education to encourage a better social
environment within the schools. Schools of Mississippi are suffering for
the chance to break away from social strain, created by racial beliefs
established years ago. This is the biggest problem in Mississippi.

If you want to get lst rate teachers you must pay them first rate salaries.
Supportive Goal: #5 - In a good intellectual and physically moderate en-
vironment, which our schools must promote, we must provide a situation
where students will have no thought of dropping out, and should not have
any cause to. '"An excellent survey."
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STUDENTS (continued)

27,
28.
29,
30.

31.

32.

33..

34..

35.

36.

To enact programs to control political control over the school system.
To choose participants in federal programs in the schools on a selective
basis rather than as a unit.

To provide special educational tests to all students for mental awareness,
(grouping them according to test scores)
To design a program to promote student involvement.

To provide for more student participation in school administration policies.
To have better lunchroom programs throughout the state of Mississippi.

I think that classes should be divided with students on the same educational
and intellectual levels. The learning of the group will be determined
by the rate the group moves.

Referring to Supportive Goal: # 2 - Compulsory school laws are good, but
much needs to be done for mentally slow students, and the financially poor.
Supportive Goal: #1 - A public school k1ndergarten would cost too much
for the number of kids who would attend. It is not worth the extra tax
burden with the large availability of private kindergartens.

Supportive Goal: #2 - Start with the first grade and work upward.
I suggest having more summer workshops that students can attend.

I feel that the Mississippi public schools should be highly competitive,
and at the same time teaching should be interesting and varied. I
strongly feel, however, that it is also the school's responsibility to
break the classroom monotony, for this will not only relax the mind but
also cut down on dropouts.,

Supportive Goal: #3 - Only with consent of pupil and/or parent.
Supportive Goal: #1l - Salary increase for individual merit, not group
increment. Supportive Goal: #13 - Not at the expense of decreasing
home life and family relations; e.g., creation of boarding-public schools,
NO! Supportive Goal: #14 - Not to the detriment of local control of
schools. I therefore .feel property tax must remain as a fundamental in-
dex by which constraints are exercised on wildly liberal school policies!

Of paramount importance to the success of public education in.
Mississippi should be the need for the establishment of extensive, pro-
found vocational education in all 82 counties. It has become increasingly
evident to virtually all members of society that neither is every student
meaningfully responding to the 'academic curricula," nor should every
student be expected to do so. Moreover, with more emphasis being placed
on professional career objectives, competitiveness in the prospective job
markets in these areas is commensurately stringent and demanding. What
is more, the openings seem to be focusing on the trades these days.

Do not subordinate the educational standards for the academically 'un-
talented'; however, offer them some intrinsically dignified alternatives
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STUDENTS (continued)

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42,

vocational-trade education. The concept of this educational mode would

not necessarily be as an "alternative." Simply provide two clear, accept-
able choices--academic or vocational. Furthermore, in a day when we are
incessantly exposed to the pedantic cries, "Individualized [sic] instruction
now!", I think the former suggestion offers more of a road to be taken for
education. The inherent inadequacy of alleged "individualized" instruction
can daily be seen in our schools.

Therefore, I vehemently recommend that if we are sincere in our humane
wishes to reach all my student comrades we then must make education veri-
tably responsive to the heretofore '"'unresponsive.' Vocational education,

I believe, is such a means by which we can realize an end of (1) favorable
student self-concept and (2) self-direction. Ultimately this can act con-
comitantly to achieve the dual goals, learner and supportive; Mississippi
education can then be received in an aura of equity and reallstlc achieve-
ment, rather than a spirit of partiality and farce!

Educate parents so they can give proper pre-school training. Have smaller’
classes and more teachers so pupils may have more individual attention.

To provide an opportunity for student respon51b111ty in areas usually not

associated with the public school.

I believe there should be minor credit courses in high school dealing with
first aid, and knowing necessary procedures in obtaining help. In this
world of accidents and crimes, one should be well educated on this matter
to be able to act instantly and accurately.

To provide all school systems with an equivalent amount of funds rather
than to be funded by the tax money within that district.

Supportive Goal: #2 - I think students should be required to attend up to
a certain age.

Supportive Goal: #7 - I think this should be based on each individual,
not just a particular group.

I think more attention should be given, in public t¢chools, to cultivating
skills and trades for students after high school who do not plan to go to
college, so they will not be "hanging in the air," with no talents with
which to find a good job.
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PARENTS

1. To provide parent-teacher-child relation in all school activities., All
schools should have the necessary teachers, facilities, services, and
activities not according to the attendance but the need.

2. As a parent with students in public school, I have found the teachers
not as dedicated as they once were so I think supportive goals 11 and 12
are extremely important.

3. Make property evaluation the same in all 82 counties.
4. Supportive Goal # 4 - Number one priority should be given to this field.

5. Foreign language in elementary schools for selected-and interested students.
Adoption of "Open Court Reading' program for appropriate groups. I am
most interested in strictly intellectual and academic learning as opposed
to "enrichment."

6. To provide means of parent-teacher relationship.

7. To provide a law for teachers in schools to administer an achievement
test to their pupils instead of having a counselor to give the tests to
the teacher for the pupils.

8. I think all of ‘the goals you have are very good.

9. I think that the school should supply job opportunities or summer school
or have some other kind of opportunity that will help students.

10. School bus drivers should receive  an increase in pay as they are the most
neglected in their pay for their duties. Supportive Goal # 2 - the state
should not be able to force a person to attend school. That is a privi-
Tege and should not be compulsory for a person.

11. Give children a way to develop at individual speed not as a group.

12, To provide educational materials that are appropriate for the slow learners.
To provide a program for the slow or mentally retarded individuals so they
will be a productive member in the community.

13. Supportive Goal #18 - All people are not qualified to have a voice in
the development of policies and programs. I would like to see art classes
and foreign language classes put in all elementary schools. I think the
money used for teacher's aids could be put to better use.

14. I suggest that educational programs and more leadership be made for all
public schools in the state of Mississippi.

15. I think schools should get back to the basic fundamentals of teaching
reading, writing, and math. Students can convert numbers to base 10 but
can't do basic math. Reading abilities of entire nation has declined.
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PARENTS (continued)

16, I do not believe in teenage boys as bus drivers.

17. I think parents should have a say in who is gcing to be principal of the
school their children will attend.

18. The abolition of physical punishments such as the paddle and theOdevelop-
ment of a secondary school board that would hear the cases of students
who are sent home from school.
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HIGHER EDUCATION

1. To allow public school faculty more opportdnity to directly have a voice
in choosing public school text books.

2. To provide a broadly balanced curriculum precisely for Teacher-Education
which should require professional philosophy and not just educational
methods. (The Teacher-Education program is severelv criticized for its
stress simply on methodologies and lacking the philosophical discipline.)

3. Several of the ''learner goals' are not stated in terms of outcomes. That
is contradictory to the definition cited. I am highly suspicious of
'""learner goal'' #10. If the intent of the objective writer is to enable
students to identify values and develop their own unique values systems,
then my "5'" rating would hold. I doubt that that is what the objective
writer had in mind, however, because I can find no ''supportive goal"
which appears relevant to that sort of objective. I would add some ob-

. jectives in the following categories:

Learner goals

communication

critical thinking

identification of public policy issues
attitude toward inquiry

Supportive goals

provide school personnel with competencies in values clarification
and humanistic education

4., All these are very excellent goals. I tried to identify those of greatest
urgency.

S. Fine progress! A laudable undertaking for the improvement of education
in our state.

6. Supportive Goal: #20 - Should provide opportunity for staff of each schoél
district to contribute to state-wide development.

7. I cross my fingers on psychological examinations and way of evaluating
performance. While evaluation is needed, it can also lead to discouragement
and a suppression of achievement aspiration on the part of those who.are
evaluated as low or below average. Inherent in some of these is the ac-

"“countability question, but should it be lifted up?

8. Revision of (1) To develop an apprecidtion for civic privileges and accep-
tance of civic responsibilities. (I would want them to be more than just
"aware'').

" 9. Spend more money for interesting books. Take television out of the class-
room. Kindergarten program is not needed in the public schools.




HIGHER EDUCATION (continued)

10.

lll

To "sincerely'" provide equal opportunities for all minoritied within the

state to partake of the intangible as well as the tangible benefits of
the ""Good Life."

Supportive Goal: #24 - Should read ''do away with educational T-V" and
spend that money on classroom supplics. Teachers are paid to teach.
Supportive Goal: #23 - The State Department of Education as is, is a
closed group. Teachers can get no '"helping" services. Rules and reg-
ulations should be updated; such as, '""Teachers can take only one subject
in college each semester.'" Others take more, teachers, too know what
they can do.

Supportive Goal: #14 - County unit system should be used with all schools
having equal money and opportunities. ' '———
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LEGISLATORS

1.

10.

11.

12,

Supportive Goal # 2 - A gradual grade by grade level for both public and
private schools. :

Supportive Goal #15 - A continuing evaluation of teacher performance based
on an unbiased standard.

School districts should be reorganized to eliminate those which are too

small to provide effective programs at reasonable cost, but provision of
flexibility in the law to meet special local circumstances should not be
sacrificed to a desire for complete uniformity.

As funds are provided to provide better pay for our teachers, the educa-
tional system should work toward the elimination of poor and marginal
teachers. Standards should be set and remedial help should be provided
for those teachers that the federal district courts will not allow to be
displaced, May I congratulate the Education Department on a good job.

(25) To improve the ability of professional school staffs to communicate
with the student in a manner relevant to the actual world.

(26) To reduce emphasis on method and increase emphasis on content in
teacher training.

Legislative Investigating Planiing Committee to re-evaluate the school
needs in Mississippi.

To see that all teachers are good teachers. Perhaps the ''National Teachers
Exam" is the way.

I favor a program that would encourage the home to take over the responsi-
bilities that belong there. I believe the school should offer a program
of education for every child before attempting a compulsory school law.
Even where these programs are available it is an up-hill fight to get

an education. ,

Provide more vocational work with less classroom work.

To provide a fair, democratic, and dignified code of uniform laws to
protect teachers' rights and students' rights. To provide.due process
and the equal protection of the law for students and teachers.

Supportive Goal # 1 - Where financing is reasonably programmed.

Available money would be a determining factor in establishing priorities.
ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE - Quit trying to be reformists and sociologists. The
salaries now paid are excellent, teacher supply is abundent. There is no

reason our teaching force cannot be upgraded considerably. The public is
paying the price and deserve their money's worth. :
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MANUFACTURERS

10.

11.

12.

Supportive Goal #20 - Somebody needs to write in plain English.
Supportive Goal #12 - Schools need very much a way to measure and reward
the really superior teacher who, in addition to having an education and
experience, can interest, excite, and motivate children. Education and
experience does not guarantee a good teacher. Some long-time teachers
are negative rather than positive.

Recognition should be given to high levels of achievement in private
schools and where possible they should be given opportunities to partici-
pate in beneficial public school programs.

I do not understand why all schools in all states in the United States
are not treated or taught the same. If you live in'Mississippi, Texas,
Oregon, or New York, you should be treated the same and have the same
opportunity.

Mississippi has a crying need for people with vocational skills developed
in the public schools. There is virtually no practical skill acquired by
high school graduates., Vocational training must be brought up to a level
of academic training. '

I would like to see half-day klndergarten run by schools but not day-care
centers in the schools.

All school board members should be at least college graduates. I have
known some that are not high school graduates.

.. Higher salaries for teachers.

I feel that college is not for every person. I think the vocational-
technical portion of education should be upgraded and that encouragement
should be given to people inclined to study vocational-technical instead
of going to college. :

Give all students some physical education and swimming. Northern schools
require students to swim before they are graduated from high school.

A need for more trade schools.

Require all teachers to pass an exam to qualify for teaching and pass an
exam to qualify for promotion.

Learner Goal # 7 - Develop public school music, art, and other cultural
programs.



