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HELPING ELIMINATE EARLY LEARNING DISABILITIES
FINAL EVALUATION REPORT

1972-73

The purpose of the present document is to summarize the second year
accomplishments of Central Point School District No. 6's Title III

Project: Helping Eliminate Early Learning Disabilities. This report

represents the fourth and final accomplishment report of the current
year to be procduced in behalf of Project H.E.E.L.D. by the Audit and
Evaluation Section, Division of Technical Assistance Programs, Northwest

Regional Educational Laboratory.

For purposes of evaluation, the Project has been organized inte
three major components, i.e., Instructional, Development and Management.
Each of these components has product and process objectives. Within
the present Project, evaluation efforts have centered about individual
project objectives. Accordingly, the Evaluation Plan for Project H.E.E.L.D.
(NWREL, August 1972) depicts the assessment technique to be employed
relative to each Project objective. Data recording and/or data storage

techniques have also been specified in the Evaluation Plan.

In attempting to provide for a more permanent form of Project
documentation, a special data and record repository has been established
at the Northwest Regional Educational Laboratory. The documents, records
and data referenced in the present report have been deposited in the
Audit and Evaluation Documentary File #2. TDocumentary File #2 can be

made available for inspection upon request.




The present report has been organized according to the following
topical outline:

I. Introduction to the Project
A. Project Rationale
B. Project Focus

I1. Description of the Target Population
A. Selection of Children for Farticipation

I11. Project Operations

A. Project Organization
B. Project Evaluation
C. Management Team
D. Project Staff
E. Training cf Project Staff
F. Parental Participation
G. Chronology of Major Events

IV. Project Qutcomes
A. Effect of the Program Upon Participants
B. Project Outputs
C. Informal Results
D. Status of Project Objectives

V. Conclusion

Authors of this report are Mark Greene, Judy Rice and Richard Toeni.

Audit and Evaluation Section, Northwest Regional Educational Laboratory.

July 1973




CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION TO THE PROJECT

Part A: Project Rationale*

A high percentage of six year olds in District No. 6 are not ready
to begin first grade instruction. Testing has shown that these six
year olds are deficient in reading readiness, language development and
perceptual motor skills. This is compcunded by the fact that many of
these students then go into a second year program having made little

progress in the above mentioned areas.

Furthermore, the success of a student in school is directly related
to his feelings about himself as a beginning learner. These children
need an adapted program to meet their academic needs and to increase

their chances for a successful school experience.

Part B: Project Focus¥*

Based upon the foregoing need, there is but one focus to Preoject
H.E.E.L.D, That focus is to ensure that children will enter the first
grade in the District with such a wide background of experience and
training that a successful school experience will be mainly a matter

of providing proper instruction at their level.

Working within this focus, the major tasks of the Project become:

1. Development of a means for identifying children who have
deficiencies in reading readiness, language development
and perceptual motor skills

* Excerpted, in part, from A Proposal for Title III (ESEA) funds,
H.E.E.L.D., 1970.




Development of a course of instruction which will

assist the Project children in overcoming their
deficiencies

Development of a training protocol which will permit
lay persons (i.e., aides) and instructors to imple-
ment the foregoing course of instruction

Development of a monitoring and evaluation scheme
which will ensure adherence to the Project's course
6f instruction



CHAPTER II

DESCRIPTION OF THE TARGET POPULATION

School District No. 6 is located adjacent to the city of Medford,
in Jackson C:unty, Oregon. The three communities, Central Point,
Sam's Valley and Gold Hill served by the District, are suburban and
rural in composition with a large concentration of low socio-economfg,
culturally deprived families. A majority of the pupils served by the
District live outside the corporate boundaries of Central Point and
Gold Hill. Total District enrollment in grades 1-12 is about 3,950
pupils, in addition to the nearly 215 five year olds who comprise

the target group for this Project,

Part A: Selection of Children for Project Participation

Five year old children who participated in the pre-school program
were selected by means of parent-teacher~-pupil interviews and testing
in the home. Initially, parents of five year olds residing in the
District were contacted by letter. Simultaneously, media announcements
informed the public about the program. Home visits with potential
participants and their parents followed; the Peabody Picture Vocabulary
Test and the Bender~-Gestalt Test were administered to children during

follow-up visits,

The final selection of five year olds for Project participation

was based on the follow:ng decision rules.



First priority for selection into the program was given to children

who scored below 90 points on the Peabody Picture Vocabulary Test and

had a Bender-Gestalt score of 17 and above,

The second priority for selection was givan to children who scored

either 90 points on the Peabody or 17 and above on the Bender,

The third priority for selection was given to children who

evidenced physical needs, i.e., hearing loss, hyperactivity, speech
impairment, lack of coordination, etc. Assessments in this category
were made by Project staff members on the basis of personal observa-

tions during the home visit, A checklist procedure was used,

The fourth priority for selection was given to those first grade

children who were recommended to the program by their school teachers

or principals.

In all, some 107 five year olds were invited to participate in
the Project and their parents were notified by November 1972, Final

decisions regarding participants were made by the parents.

The mean achievement scores of the children who were selected
to enter the program in November 1972 are presented in Table TA on
page 7 . These scores provide part of the baseline against which
comparisons will eventually be made. In addition, baseline data

from the previous year has been included in Table IB.
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CHAPTER III

PROJECT OPERATIONS

In this section, major aspects of the Project operations are
detailed. Specifically, the topice of Project Organization, Project
Evaluation, Project Management Team, the Project Staff, Training of
Staff, Parental Participation, and Chronology of Project Events are

described.

Part A: Project Organization

As previously noted, the Project has been organized into three
components. Each of the three components contains a variety of product
and process objectives. In order to provide an overview of the Project,

a summary of Project objectives has been prepared (See Table II),




TABLE II1

OUTLINE OF PROJECT OBJECTIVES
ORGANIZED ACCORDING TO COMPONENT

Instructional Component

Project Objectives:

Major Objective - Percentage of children scoring D or E on Metropolitan

Readiness
la. Project
1b. Project
2. Project
3. Project
4, Project
5. Project

6. Project

Test declines

students demonstrate at least C level on MRT

students maintain MRT level from end of Project through Fall
students demonstrate MA growth on Peabody

students demonstrate growth on APELL

students demonstrate growth on Bender-Gestalt
students'demonstrate growth on Frostig Tests

students attain on the average 1.9 years G.,L.E, in reading

at end of first grade

7. Project

students attain on the average 2.9 years G.L.E. in reading

at end of second grade

Process Objectives:

Teachers/aides provide the following instructional materials and processes
on at least 80X of the instructional days

1. DISTAR Language on at least 80% of the instructional days

2. DISTAR Matn on at least 80% of the instructional days

3. DISTAR Reading on at least 80% of the instructional days after reading
instruction begins

4, Peabody language development materials on at least 20% of instructional

days



5. Physical education activities on at least 90% of instructional days

6. Frostig developmental programs on at least 90% of instructional days

7. Taba techriques on at least 10% of instructional days

8. At least four social living units will be presented

9. Glasser class meeting techniques on at least 10% of the instructional days
10. Science: A Process Approach (at least once per week)
1l. Four field trips will be held during the course of the year

Field trips will focus on social living and service areas.

12, Summer maintenance packages will be provided for each child.
13. Based upon interim reports provided by parents, children will receive

rewards for completion of two segments of the summer maintenance packages

Staff and Materials Development Component

Product Objectives:

1. Teachers prescribe behavior modification program for hypothetical case
2., Teachers demonstrate proper use of DISTAR teaching technique

3. Teachers conduct meetings based on Glasser model

4. Teachers develop revised social living curriculum

5. Teachers develop summer maintenance packages

Process Objeciives:
1. Staff presents Physical Education workshop for Project teachers
2, Staff presents Music workshop for Project teachers

3. Staff presents Classroom Discipline workshop for Project teachers

Management Component

Product Objectives:
1. Project Management Team (PMT) compiles list of participating students

2, Coordinator and teachers assess and select participating students
10




PMT provides opportunities for parents to meet staff

Staff produces Operational Handbook

Staff initiates classes

PMT evaluates all students after testing

District payroll clerk provides Federal payroll reports

PMT prepares application for continuation grade

Process Objectives:

10.

11.

12,

13,

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

PMT mails 3,600 letters to public

PMT prepares rnewspaper articles

PMT prepares advertisement

PMT prepares article for FOCUS

PMT provides for radio-TV coverage

Coordinator directly contacts parents of identified children

PMT divides students into attendance areas and assigns teachers
to attendance areas

Teachers contact all parents

Teachers test all students

PMT selects participants

Parents make written commitment

Regular parent meetings held in each attendance zone
Coordinator trains parents in use of behavioral techniques
Coordinator trains parents in language development skills
Coordinator holds a session on child rearing techniques
Coordinator/teacher contacts parents not attending meetings
PMT meets with teachers to discuss Project

Teachers employ DISTAR tests to monitor interim progress

11



Part B: Project Evaluation

Project evaluation was accomplished by means of a contractual
arrangement with a third party (Audit and Evaluation Section, Northwest
Regional Educational Laboratory). The Project Evaluation Plan was jointly
developed by the Project staff and members of the NWREL Evaluation Team.
Project staff members were responsible for the implementation of the data
collection and data reduction procedures outlined by the Evaluation Plan
(NWREL, August 1972). The data analysis and reporting functions were
carried out by the Evaluation Team merbers. Three brief accomplishment
reports were produced in behalf of the Project by the Evaluation Team in
1972 and 1973. These reports considered the status of objectives
scheduled for implemeﬁtation at the time of each report, The summary of

all three reports is contained herein under the section 'Project Outcomes."

Part C: Management Team

The original program design was developed by William B. Brewster,
Mrs. Jean Nelson and Allen W. Hill. Project H.E.E.L.D. was directed by
Mr. William Brewster who is also Director of Elementary Education in
School District No. 6. Mr. Brewster has 16 years experience in public
school administration and holds a masters degree in school administration.
In his capacity as Director of the Project, Mr. Brewster served as the
liaison between the Project and the Oregon Board of Education as well

as the disseminator of Project information.

12




The second member of the Management Team is Mrs. Jean Nelson,
who was previously a Title I teacher at Jewett School and a Title VI
and Title I coordinator in District No. 6. Mrs. Nelson is a certiried
teacher with a masters degree in Guidance and Psychology. She has
served eight years as a classroom teacher, three years as a school
counselor, three years as a resource teacher for disadvantaged learners.
Mrs. Nelson has been with the Project since its inception and in her
capacity as Project (Coordinator has provided curriculum supervision,

inservice training and close Project monitoring.

Allen W. Hill, Principal of Jewett Elementary School, served as

staff administrator the first year of the Project.

During the second year of the Project, the involvement of all
elementary principals was implemented, so that they each experienced
some jurisdiction as a part of the management team. This role affected
teachers and pupils in their school attendance areas and helped to

build continuity at the K-1 level.

The Management Team worked cooperatively in performing the fcllowing
tasks:
1. Helped select, train and supervise teachers and aides

2. Organized parent groups and worked with the parents
of the children involved in the Project

3. Organized, selected materials and coordinated the screening
program and followup testing activities

4. Met regularly to plan, implement, review and revise the
program as necessary

5. Worked to locate, service and maintain the best available
classroom space in leased facilities in the seven attenance
areas

13



Part D: Project Staff

During the first year of the Project, seven certified Oregon
teachers with primary grade teaching experience were hired to direct
the learning experiences of the pre-schoolers in accordance with
Project objectives. The main criteria for teacher selection were
that she had shown evidence of being innovative, creative and willing
to try new methods, and that she'displayed a warm, open positive way

with children.

During the second year of the Project, one teacher was assigned
a full time job teaching two Froject classes. Two replacement aides
were nired in May of the first year and trained on the job. One
other new aide was hired in September of the second year. Further

inservice was then provided for all the staff.

The seven teachers were assisted by an eighth teacher music

specialist to help build in musical, rhythmic activities,

The staff also included seven instructional .°ides and a Project
secretary. All staff members received inservice ' raining so that aides
would be able to work with small groups of children after periodic
instructional diagnosis and prescription by the teacher. This results
in the additional advantage of having small instructional groups of no
more than 7-8. The aides and secretary also provided clerical assistance

to the teacher.

14



Part E: Training of Project Staff

The training of staff in special methods and materials for use with
students who had learning problems was begun during the first operational
year. The staff was trained in techniques for home visits and test ad-
ministration. Specifically, each teacher-aide team was required to
demonstrate, in role playing situations, its ability to communicate well
with parents. These situations were observed by other teams who then
rated the "players" by means of checklists and rating forms. Furthermore,
each teacher was required to demonstrate her ability to administer,
score and interpret the following tests:

1. Peabody

2. Bender-Gestalt (Scored only by Mrs. Neison)

3. Frostig

4, Apell Test, Scales A, B, C

Again, the performance of each teacher was observed and critiqued by

other staff members.

Teacher were also trained in the use of special materials such as
Science, A Process Approach; DISTAR language, arithmetic and reading;
Peabody Language Development; Frostig materials relating to visual per-

ception; and other physical development activities,

Teachers and aides were given a broad background regarding children
with specific learning problems and were instructed in the techniques

of behavior modification.

15




Training during the first year of the Project was conducted by
the Project's Supervisor/Coordinztor with assistance from
Dr. Barbara Bateman and Nancy Warnock from the University of Oregon;
Mrs. Jean Spauling from the Oregon Board of Education; Miss Barbara Schmidt,
from McGraw-Hill Company; Dr. Claude White from Southern Oregon College;
Miss Susie Stearns from Becker-Englemann Corporation; and Mrs. Janet Ivie

from the District No. 6 music staff.

Staff and materials development activities during the second year
of the program focused upon reinforcing the past year's training. Each
teacher had opportunities to lead the staff in a class discussion
following the Glasser model. Special session workshops dealing with
P.E., Music and classroom management were provided. A trainer from the
Becker-Engzlemann Corporation, Mrs. Carol Witeker, provided a two day
workshop updating use of DISTAR materials. First grade teachers were

included in these sessions.

Time was spent in producing program materials and revising portions
of the curriculum. The social living material was rewritten and methods
of expanding and enriching the language program were investigated, A
variety of changes were made in record keeping techniques.

The major focus of workshop activities during April and May was the

development of the summer maintenance program.

16



Part F: Parental Participation

With the assistance of Dr. Phyllis Butler from Southern Oregon
College, the teaching staff wrote a parent handbook entitled Your Child
and You. The handbook provided parents with information and experiences
which would help them prepare their children for their first year of
schooli. Specifically, information concerning the physical, mental and
social development of a five year old child; methods parents could use
to further the development of their children; and checklists to record
this development were included in the handbook. The parent handbook

will be revised during the third year of Project operations.

Parent groups were organized in January 1972 to maintain close
communication between all parents of participating children. Regular
meetings of these groups were held to discuss activities of the program
and to provide specific experiences parents could use to further the

development of their children. Living with Children, by Patterson,

Give Your Child A Superior Mind, by Engleman, were two of the books

used to instruct parents in behavioral techniques and language develop~

ment skills, respectively.

17




Part G: Chronolopv of Major Events

The majority of the aforementioned activities occurred prior to
the beginning of the Project classes. The sequence of major Project
events during the second year of operation is outlined below:

1. Project Evaluation Plan developed, August 1972

2, Participant recruitment efforts initiated in September 1972

3. Screening procedures for selection of Project participants
completed; 107 children were selected in October 1972

4. Staff training activities initiated, November 1972
5. Quarterly evaluation review initiated for the year, October 1972

6. Work staff develops four social living curriculum units,
November 1972

7. S5taff mettings with parents initiated, November 1972
8. Project's Operational Handbook completed, October 1972
9. Project classes initiated, November 27, 1972

10. Project selected for inclusion in Title III National
Validation Study. December 1972

11. Project evaluated by Validation Team and certified, February 1973

12. Project honored by Oregen Board of Education, May 1973
(See certificate of Commendation-Appendix A)

13. Project received Educational PACESETTER Award from the
President's Naticnal Advisory Council on Supplementary
Centers and Services, June 1972.(See Appendix A)

As noted above, pre-school classes with 107 children participating

began on November 27, 1972, and were in session from 8:30-11:30 Monday

through Friday until June 6, 1973.

18




The class was oriented primarily toward small group instruction
with each succeeding unit of instruction being built on the previous
successes of an individual child. As a rule, no child was expected to

do tasks he was not ready to attempt.

Teachers and aides gave children a myriad of experiences in
language skills and physical development. Materials used in the classes
included DISTAR language, arithmetic and reading, Frostig's Development
of Visual Perception, Peabody Language Development Materials and SAPA.
Physical Education activities were conducted on a daily basis. Taba

and Glasser techniques were also used.

Because of decreasing attendance in the first year's summer school
program, this phase of the Project was discontinued for the present
year. In order to provide the maximal number of instructional days,
classes during the second year were begun in November instead of

January.

During the Spring of the current year, four field trips were
included in the curriculum. Additionally, summer maintenance material
was provided by means of individual packets. The purpose of the packets
was to maintain the child's skill in the areas of math, language,
reading and physical activity. The packets were designed to be implement-
ed by the parents over the summer months. Appropriate reinforcement was

provided for those children who completed the packets.

19



CHAPTER 1V

PROJECT OUTCOMES

The major results of the Project H.E.E.L.D.'s two years of operation
fall into four categories. The first category is the effect that the
program has had upon the participants. The second category focuses on
program outputs, i.e., discrete identifiable processes which may have
potential for use in other settings. The third category is represented
by the informal outcomes of the program, i.e., insights which have
evolved for the Project staff as a result of operating the program for
two years. The fourth category is the attainment or nonattainment of
Project objectives. Each of these categories of Project results will

be presented in the paragraphs which follow.

20



Part A: Effect of the Program Upon Participants

Within this category of results, seven varieties of data have been
collected. Six of these varieties pertain to Project students, while

a seventh derives from the parents of Project children.

Effects of the Program Upon Participating Children. For purposes
of comnsistency, Project children were defined in terms of their participa-
tion in the program for a minimum number of days. Essentially, it was felt
that only the data from those children who had participated in the program
for 100 days should be included in the end of year analysis. Children
participating for at least 100 instructional days have been termed
"Block I'" children. The data from children whose participation amounted
to less than 100 days have also been retained for analysis; these children
are designated as "Block II" children. Finally, in order to study the
impact of the Project, another category of children (i.e., Block III) was
defined, Essentially, Block III children represented those individuals
who were eligible for the Project and who were invited to participate,
but whose parents declined the invitation. Data from children in
Blocks II and III derive from the District testing program and was
available once the children were enrolled in the District's schools on

a regular basis. A summary of definitions of student groups used in this

report has been included on the following page.

21



Year

1971-72

1971-72

1971-72

1972-73

1972-73

Definitions of Project and District

Students Employed in the Present Report

Student Group

Block 1

Block II

Block II1I1

Block 1

Block II

Brief Definition

Enrolled in program
for at least 100
days during

1971-72

Enrolledi in program
for less than 100
days during 1971-72

Not enrolled in
program but scoring
below minimal level
on District test
when entering

first grade during

1972-1973

Enrolled in program
for at least 100
days during 1972~73

Enrolled in program
for less than 100
days during 1972~73

Available Data

Project data and
District data at
beginning and end
of first grade

Project data and
District data at
beginning and end
of first grade
District data at

beginning and end of
first grade

Project data

Project data

22




The Project Evaluation Plan enumerates seven instructional objectives.

These objectives center about the student performance on the following

tests:
Objective Tests Schedule of Administration
la and 1b The Metropolitan Readiness Test End of Project yeaf and
upon entry into Grade I
2a and 2b The Peabody Picture Vocabulary Pre and Post Project
Test
3a and 3b The APELL Test Pre and Post Project
4a and 4b The Bender~Gestalt Test Pre and Post Project
5a,b,c,d,e, The Frostig Test Pre and Post Project
6 The Metropolitan Achievement End of First Grade
Test
7 TBA End of Second Grade

In the paragraphs which follow, available data from the foregoing
schedule of tests will be presented.
Objective la.-Eighty Percent of Project Students Demonstrate Performance

at or Above the C Level on the Metropolitan Readiness Test at the End
of the Project.

The Metropolitan Readiness Test was administered to all Project
students in May, at the end of the Project year. A summary of the resultant

data is presented in Table III and Figure I.

[
1

As evidenced by the entries in Table III, 95% of the boys and 100%
of the girls attained this objective. The overall attainment of the

Block I children on this objective was 97%.

23
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Objective 1b.~Eighty Percent of the Participants Will Maintain the
Metropolitan Readiness Level From the End of the Project Through
the Fall Testing

This objective will be assessed during the Fall term.

Objective 2a,-Eighty Percent of Project Children Initially Scoring
at or Below a Mental Age of Five on the Peabody Test Will Gain
at Least Eighteen Months During the Project Year

The distribution of performances of Block I children on the Peabody
Picture Vocabulary Test is depicted in Table IV and Figures 2a, b, and c.
The end of year data have been summarized in Table V
and Figure 3. Of the fifteen boys originally scoring at or below a
mental age of five years, some 12 or 807% attained the requisite number or
months growth in mental age. For the eleven girls in this category, only
about 64% attained the criterion. Overall, the objective was attained

by only 73% of the students in this category.

Cbjective 2h.~For the Children Initially Performing Above the Mental
Age Level of Five, There Will be no Decline in the Ratio of Mental
Age to Chronological Age

Forty-six Block I boys and 22 Block I girls originally fell within the
category detailed by this objective. The summary of data from these
children is presented in Table VI and Figure 4. These data indicate that
the objective was attained by 80% of the boys and 82% of the girls.

While the attainment of the combined group was 81%, the implied

criterion was 100%, and thus the objective was not formally attained.
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As noted above, neither objective 2a or 2b was attained; however, an
analysis of the Peabody 1.Q. scores for the Project boys as well as a
similar analysis for Project girls revealed a significant differences be-
tween pre and posttest performances. See Table XI.

Objective 3a.-Eighty Percent of the Project Boys Will Demonstrate a
Growth of at Least Eight Points on the APELL Test

Objective 3b.~-Eighty Percent of the Project Girls Will Demonstrate
a Growth of at Least Nine Points on the APELL Test

Data resulting from the Fall and Spring administrations of the APELL
Test are summarized in Table VII and Figure 5. The data indicate that only
36%Z of the boys and 39% of the girls attained the requisite growth on
this instrument. Again, however, the statistically significant differences
between pre and posttests for boys as well as girls were evidenced.

See Table XI.

Objective 4a.~Project Boys Will Demonstrate a Gain of Nine Points
Growth on the Bender-Gestalt

Objective 4b.-Project Girls Will Demonstrate a Gain of Eight Points
Grewth on the Bender-Gestalt

Student performances on the Bender-Gestalt Test have been summarized
on Table VIII and Figure 6. In reviewing these data, the reader should
bear in mind the reversed scoring procedure used in connection with the
Bender-Gestalt, That is, lower scores are more desireable than higher
scores. Hence, in this case "growth" is defined as a reduction in the

original score.
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A review of the data presented in Table VIII and Figure 6 indicate
that the requisite growth was attained by only 59% of the boys and
75% of the girls. On the other hand, analyses of the growth scores for
both boys and girls revealed cstatistically significant differences be-
tween pre and posttest performances. Thus, once again there is a rather
analomcus finding that the posttest performance of the children was
significantly different from their pretest performance, but the objective
was not attained.

Objective 5a-e.~Eighty Percent of the Project Students Will Demonstrate
an Average Gain of Three Scale Points

Table IX and Figure 7 summarizes the performance of Block I students
on the Frostig Test, As indicated by Table IX, an average gain per
scale of three or more points was achieved only by 49% of the boys, 58%

of the girls and 52% of the students overall.

Further analysis of the gain scores, however, revealed a statistically
significant difference between pre and posttests on all scales for both
boys and girls. See Table XI.

Objective 6.-Project Students Will Average at Least 1.9 Years (Grade

Level Equivalent) on a Standardized Reading Achievement Test to
be Administered at the End of the First Grade

Block I students who were enrolled in the Project during its initial
year (1971-72) and who were subsequently enrolled in a first grade class
within the District, were tested at the end of the present year. 1In
addition, comparable data from Block II and Block III students who were
also completing the first grade was collected at the same time. The

analysis of these data has been summarized in Table X and Figure 8.
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A review of Table X and Figure 8 reveals rhe foliowing salient

points:

1. At the end of their first year in school, students who
had participated in the H.E.E.L.D. Project (i.e., Block
1 students, 1971-72) averaged 2.36 on the standardized
reading test. Thus, this objective was clearly attained

2. Additionally, Block I students also averaged 2.09 (grade
level equivalent) on the arithmetic portion of the same
standarized test

3. Based upon a preliminary analysis, the average performance
of the Block I students at the end of the first grade
appeared to be superior to that of Block II and Block III
students

4, Although the small uumber of cases (i.e.. Block II students)
has rendered analysis difficult, the comparative performances
of the Block II and Block I1I students are not in accordance
with Project expectations

Obiective 7.-Project Students Will Average at Least 2.9 Years on the
Standardized Reading Achievement Tests Administered at the End of
the Second Grade

This objective is not scheduled for assessment until the end of the

third Project year.

In reviewing the performance of the Project students on the foregoing
objectives, it appears that two out of nine objectives were clearly
attained. Parenthetically, it should be noted that the two objectives
which were attained are probably the most important to the Project.
Objective la.,dealing with student performance on the MRT, is important
because of its close relationship to the Project's major objective,
Objective 6., dealing with the performance of students one year later,
is important because of its long-term implications. Thus, on the basis
of student performance on these two objectives, the results stemming

from the second year of operation appear to be encouraging.

44



u
~r

| mG.Oﬂum.m@,m
x0%°S FAY 1€"° ¥9° 11 L6°6 €€=N STa1 Teroedg
¥0T" ¥ -09 ce* vy 11T 8€°0T 19=N  skog 8131soag
asedg
%¥89°9 43 Ly 19°21 656 €E=N STIIO Ul WoTITSO4
x9/°L 09 ne* T€°CT 19°6 T9=N sfog 813801y
x9l°8 Z€ 6%* $9° €T £€°6 €E=N STIT IUBISUOH-II0]
x€E€°8 09 Hy* 08°€T €T°0T 19=N sfog 8tasoag
x%9°/ z€ £y’ %9°2T 9€°6 €E=N STITd punoin-ain3tg
x96°8 09 Ge* LEANAN 81°6 T9=N skog 8y3soag
%6L°S € A% TASKAS 00°0T €€=N 8TI pueg-a4y
»78°6S 09 8¢ %S TIT 88°6 T9=N sdog 813soag
*TL YT 43 L 12*6 18°61 €€=N STaTO
x¥18°6T 09 Ly 79°01 ¥8°61 T9=N skog 317831899~ 19puUag
x96°6 z€ 1L ST°9% 60°6¢€ €E=N  STATO
¥68°21 09 00¢* 00°GY T9°8¢ 19=N sfog Te301 TIAdV
*8Y°¢ A 02 88°80T 18°96 €€=N STIP
x¥01°'8 6S Lt €6° 1T 10° 10T 09=N skog *0*1 Apogeag
Hw>w..~
G0* puodkag wopalaig ao11g 38931804 1891914
Jueds1ITuldys 3o s99a8a( piepueas uesp ueay dnoas 1837
3
€L-2L6T STNIO QNV SA0Y I MO0T9 ¥O4 ISIL A9 SHI0DS INIWIATTHOV
NVER :ZONVIMOJ¥dd ISEI INFANIS WOd SASATVAV TVOILSIIVIS J0 AIVIBANS
‘q*1*4°3*H 1J3roydd umm

IX T'19VL

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

E




Relative to student performance on the objectives which were not
attained, statistically significant gains were demonstrated in all
(i.e., seven out of seven) cases. In effect, these findings mean that
the students are demonstrating significant gains on the Project tests,

but that they are not attaining the level of performance established

by the Project staff. See Table XI.

During the final month of the Project's instructional phase, the
parents of participating students were asked for their opinions of
the program. The inquiry among parents was effected by means of a
questionnaire which was to be completed and returned {(unsigned) by
the responding parent, In all, some 66 questionnaires, or approximately
65%, were completed and returned. The results of the parent survey
have been summarized according to attendance areas (e.g., "41'", "42",

etc,) on Table XII.
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Item 6: General Comments if desired

41

42

43

44

45

46

47

First readiness program seen

Did not like emphasis in parent meetings on discipline
Child matured and benefited = 5

Teachers are good

Put program on Kindergarten basis with longer hours
No response - 3

Child enjoys learning and working with parent
Good teacher

Dismiss children on time

Helped child - 3

Fantastic

No response - 5

Helped child - 10

Helped parent

Good teachers

Expand to all five year olds
No response - 1

Don't teach child about Santa Claus, etc. - against parent's
belief

Helped child - 6

Enjoyed sharing child's experiences

Hope program is in effect when younger child is ready

Would like to see program extended to first grade

Need more time

Good teacher

No response - 4

Helped child
Always continue as very important - 2
No response - 6

Would like to see program continue
Like individual attention
Like child's attitude

No response - 1

Child not ready for first grade

Too much emphasis on P.E.

Teacher insulted me All comments by
Get rid of Title III same respondent
No response - 4
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Based upon a review of the parent responses summarized in
Table XI1I1, the frllowing conclusions seemed appropriate:

1. The majority of the parents were "highly satisfied"
with the program in general (Item la). Additionally,
there seemed to be no difference in the number of
positive endorsements received at any of the seven
project sites. This would imply that the Project
activities at each of the seven sites met with
approximately the same level of parental approval.

2. Apparently the reading, language, math and P.E.
portions of the program represent elements which
appeal most to the responding parents. (Item 2)

3. In general, the respondents did not single out any
particular portion of the program as needing improve~-
ment (Item 3)

4. A nearly unanamous response was received to the
question "Do you believe this program should continue?"
(Item 5). In this instance, 64 of 66 respondents
indicated that the program should be continued. This
result implies that the project has substantial support
among participating families. Furthermore, a demonstra-
tion of parental support such as this has a number of
implications for District policy makers.




Part B: Project Outputs

According to staff membérs, Project H,E.E.L.D. has yielded a
number of products and processes which have potential for application
in other settings., Specifically, a number of documents have been
produced and a number of processes have been sufficiently delineated
so that their examination by other parties interested in duplicating

the present effort is possible.

In the paragraphs which follow, these processes and documents
are enumerated in brief:

Staff Selection. The staff selection process used for the
Title III Project was derived from the standard District No. & hiring
procedure. The initial steps of the selection process involved com-
pletion of an application and an interview with the Project Director,
Subsequently, interviews with the Staff Administrator and the Project
Coordinator were followed by a review of the prospect's placement
credentials. The final step entailed a decision by the District
Superintendent. Utilizing this procedure, the Project assembled a
staff which was at once able and dedicated; staff turnover during the
year was minimal.

Staff Training, Staff training activities are performance
oriented with each participating staff member required to demonstrate
specific proficiencies in the following areas:

Communication with parents

Test administration

Test scoring

Test interpretation

Precision teaching

Behavior modification

Planning for visual perception and motor skills activities
Conducting a class according to the Glasser model

Employment of Peabody materials
Employment of DISTAR materials 56



Selection of Curricular Materials and Activities, During the first
year of operation, the following materials and activities have been
employed :

DISTAR Language Development Materials

DISTAR Math Materials

DISTAR Reading Materials

Peabody Language Development Kits (1 and 2)
Science: A Process Approach

Frostig Developmental Program of Visual Perception

Recruitment and Selection of Children. The recruitment process
begins with a broad based publicity campaign. As a result of the
publicity efforts, a list of all potentially eligible children in the
District was compiled. The Project Coordinator then established direct
contact with the parents of all children listed. Subsequently, the

4
children appearing on the list were grouped according to attendance area
and a teacher was assigned to each area. The assigned teacher then
tested the children in her area. In carrying out the selection activities,
the following tests were employed:
Bender-Gestalt Test
Peabody Picture Vocabulary Test

Based on the decision rules outlined on pages 5 and 6_6f'EHis réport.

1U7 children were selected into the program.

Specific placement of a child within a class was based on the
previously mentioned tests, as well as the Apell tests, the Frostig*

and the DISTAR Placement Tests.

57
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Model for [nstructional Day. The planning for the employment of
the foregoing materials and activities during the first year of opera-
tion has eventuated in a model for the instructional day. The general

sequence for the model day is outlined on the following page.
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MODEL FOR INSTRUCTIONAL DAY

Time Period Activities * Group/Individual Instructor
8:30-8:45 Opening exercises, Large group activity Teacher or
roll call, share aide
and tell, calendar
and date
8:45-9:15 DISTAR math lessons Small group (7-8 Teacher
' (Group A). DISTAR people) and indi- (GroupA)
Language lesson vidual activity Aide
(Group B) (Group B)
9:15-9:30 Glasser discussion Large group Teacher
(Optional) (Periodic) activity
9:30-9:45 Peabody lesson Small group (7-8 Teacher
(selected in people) and indi- and/or
coordination with vidual activity Aide
DISTAR materials)
9:45-10:00 Frostig lesson Small group (7-8 Teacher
(approximately 20 people) and indi- and/or
minutes) vidual activity Aide
10:00-10:15 Snack Time Large group Teacher
and/or
Aide
10:15-10:45 DISTAR language Small group (7-8 Teacher
lesson (Group A) people) and indi-~ (Group A)
DISTAR Math lesson vidual activity Aide
(Group B) (Group B)
10:45-11:15 P.E. activities Large/small group Teacher
activity and/or
. Aide
11:15-11:30 Story time Large group, small Teacher
(Optional) group, individual and/or
activity Aide
Science: A Process Large group, small Teacher

Approach discussion

group, individual
activity
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MODEL FOR INSTRUCTIONAL DAY

Continued
Time Period Activities* Group/Individual Instructor
11:15-11:30 Social living Large group, small Teacher
(Optional) discussion group, individual
activity

Continued

Individual Large group, small Teacher

activity group, individual and/or

based on need activity Ailde

* In addition, a twenty minute music period is provided three aays in one
week and two days in the alternate week.
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Parent Handbook. A handbook, Your Child and You, has been

produced. The purpose of the parent handbook is to provide parents
with information and experiences which will help them prepare their

children for entry into school. A revised version of the handbook

is planned.

Operational Handbook. A Project Operational Handbook has
been developed. The purpose of the Operational Handbook is to
describe the development, growth and results of the Project in
sufficient detail so that the Project model can be used by others

interested in replicating H.E.E.L.D.

Summer Maintenance Package. A summer maintenance package has
been developed. The purpose of the pa.kage is to maintain the level
of learning attained during the program. In using the package,
the parent serves as the instructor. The package presently consists
of learning activities in math, language, reading, P.E. and music.
The package also contains two report forms for use by the parent.
Samples of the materials from the package are available in limited

quantities.
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Part C: Informal Results

Because Title III projects such as H.E.E.L.D, are developmental in
nature, it becomes important to document the experience of the staff
on a periodic basis. That is, the insights which emerge for the staff
during the operation of the program represent an important outcome by
themselves and should be preserved. To that end, the present section
provides an opportunity for the Project staff to summarize their own

observations and findings from the past year.

Staff Insights. For those children who participate in the
program and who do not perform above the minimal level on the Metropo-
litan test at the end of the year, available data suggest that these
children should not be enrolled in a regular first grade program.
Rather, reenrollment in the program or an alternate program is
recommended.

A number of learning disabilities were encountered which could
not ke eliminated in 100 days of specialized instruction. This
implies that a longer instructional period or an augmented program may

be essential for approximately 10%Z of the children enrolled.

It is essential that trained substitutes for both teachers and
aides be available. Specifically, it is imperative that a roster of
substitutes be developed who have received intensive training in

the philosnphy, goals and instructional techniques of the program.
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The Project currently enjoys excellent rapport with the parents
of the participating children as well as with the community as a
whole. In developing this rapport, it has been necessary to ''go the
extra mile." For example, the statf has, on many occasions visited
the parents in their homes during the evening hours in order to

maintain the schedule of parent conferences.
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Part D: Status of Project Objectives

The present section of the report deals with the status of all
Project objectives at the end of the second operational year. In
order to facilitate the display.of a large quantity of data, a tabular
arrangement nas been developed. The resultant table contains the
following information:

1. Brief identification of each objective

2. Status of each objective (i.e., whether or not the

objective was attained, attain in part, not

activated, etc.)

3. A summary of recent activity performed in behalf
of the objective

4. The location of the documentation which substantiates
the claims made in behalf of the objective
Since similar tables have been used in the preparation of the
Project's Brief Accomplishment Reports, the table also serves to
document the history of each objective over the three reporting

periods of the operational year.
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CONCLUSION

Based upon the findings presented in the previous sections of this

report, the following conclusions appear warrented:

1.

N

The Project staff accemplished the majority of the management

and training objectives.

The instructional process objectives were closely monitored

during the past year and there is a good basis for believing

that the Project's instructional model was followed rather closely
by the teams at the seven sites. The documentation process for
the instructional process objectives 1s adequate with one exception.
That exception entails the identification of the number of
instructional days upon which a given site operates. The
variations in operating days at the seven sites (caused by

snow closures and illness) made it difficult to assess the

final attainment of the process objectives even though the

daily reccrds were relatively complete.

The Project's material development efforts have been quite
successful to date with a number of significant products

being produced.

Parental acceptance of the Project is apparently quite high.

No differences in the levels of acceptability of the Project
among parents at any of the seven sites were detected.

The majority of the instructional objectives were not attained.

However, there are two facts which inhibit a strong interpretation
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of this finding. First the objectives which relate most
highly to the Project's rationale were attained. Second,
even though the remaining objectives were not specifically
attained, significant student growth was demonstrated in
each case. Thus, the only recommendation to be made at

this point is that staff members should probably review

the criterion levels for the project objectives in light

of the results from the present.

Perhaps the most significant issue facing the Project staff
during the ceoming year is the preparation for validating the
present effort At other sites, outside the Bistrict. Planning
for and implementing activities in this arena will represent
time-consuming tasks for which resources should be made

available in advance of need.

END OF REPORT
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EXHIBIT B

Dear Parents,

This is your child‘'s "summer maintainance kit." We have
tried to plan it to include material from all areas in which
your child has worked this year.

These materials are designed Lo assure that your first
grader enter school in the fall with all the skills he learned
in the kindergarten. Jo it is important that you complete
the material as suggested by his teacher.

Your child knows that if you and he finish the packet
there will be several prizes for him. If you finish the first
half of the package by July 13 and return the card to his
teacher, he may pick up his prize at the Central Foint Elementary
School in the main hallway between 10 and 12 o'clock on Friday,
July 13.

His final prize may be picked up when he returns his
completed package on the first day of school in the fall.

Happy Summer Days!
Sincerely,'
<2;k131t~. ‘}L},[LICWﬂ\,

Jean Nelson
Title II1 Coordinator




Exhibit B

DEAR TEACHER,

I HAVE FINISHED THE FIRST HALF OF MY SUMMER
PACKET.

I WILL BE AT CPE TO PICK UP MY PRIZE ON
JULY 13,

Childs Name

EXHIBIT B

BEAR TEACHER,

I CAN'T BELIEVE I DID THE WHOLE THING:
I WILL BRING MY PACKET BACK TO FIRST GRADE FOR
My SECOND PRIZE.

Childs Name
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