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ABSTRACT : :
This paper focuses on the college's commitment to and
responsibility for the attainment of the goals set forth by the
National Right to Read Program. The goals of the Right to Read
Program are: to disseminate information relative to reading,
specifically, identifying and valldatlng effective reading programs;
to implement: strategies for correcting existing reading and literacy’
problems and instituting educational reforms; and to share effective
staff development techniques. The Learning Center concept, which
represents a comprehensive network of support systems designed to
facilitate student learning at New York City Community College, is
supplementary to the basic remediation provided for underprepared

~ freshman students. The major strategies identified by the Learning
"Center staff to achieve its objectives focus upon the application cf:

remedial techniques, . methods, and materlals to spec1f1c content areas
,1n departmental courses. (WR) :
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THE COLLEGE COMMITMENT TO ATTAINABLE NATIONAL GOALS -

LEARNTNG SUPPORT SKFRVICES FOR OPEN ADMISSTONS STUDENTS

The National Right to Read Program represents the effdrts
of .all elements of society-public and pbivate,'professional and
nonprofessional- to make certain that no individual shall be
dgnied a full and useful 1life because of an inability to read
affectively. ;

The Hational Right té Read Effort is not a single program
or appreach, but rather a great vaﬁiegy of efforts aimedrat
achieving the goal that 99% of the people 16 yearé old and
90% of those over 16 shall be functionaliy literate by 1980.

The Right to Redd office within the United_Statés OffFice
of Tduecation has identified the following ogjectivesé

1. To disséminate information relafive.to
reading, - specifically, identifying
and validating eEfectivg Peadiﬁg prdé
Frams. | B |

2. Yo impleﬁent stfafegies for correcting
exieting reading and litera$y problems

and instituting educational reforms.

w

To~éhabe'efféctive staff dgvelopmen%
techniques.
This paper will focﬁs on the College‘s commitment and -
responsibility in the attainmént of these go@ls.
,Cancfences.Such as this,‘afe essehfial to Goal 1.‘.
. ’ ' : .

It is only through the willingness of colleges and their:

faculties ~to share thelr experiences that new, lnnovative




and effective educational programs can be implemented and re-
plicatéd. 4 |
The City Univevuity of.New York, initiated a policy of
Open'Admissions in Scptember_lﬁ?ﬁ. O0ften the iqvel of acadenmic
preparation of the Open Admigsions student falls far:below_fhe
: f .
minimum levels necessary for successful completion ol tha college
_coufse of study. The content of praevious high school courses
often do not meet the prereqﬁisite levels neqessafy for survival
‘in freshman courses. Students enrolled iﬁ.career and transfer
)progfams need to be prepared ‘to meel a éigdrouﬁ curriculum. Or--
ganizational skills need to be_developed sq.that learning may be
~enhanced throﬁéh-lecture, laboratory, and clinical experiences.
,0ften a carée? program will culminate in»local; state or federal
licensure and/ovr cerfificétion examinations. The process of
successfuliy:éémpléting the course of study and acquiring nec-
essary Certification issperceived as éan overwﬁélming task byk
fhé>0pen admiséionﬁ'studeﬁt; “{t is incumbent uﬁon us, as
eaﬁéators, to explore the options for éontinued higher eduéa—.
‘tion So thatfstudents enrolied- in career and traﬁsfef‘programs"
may widen fheir hbrizonﬂ to include a wide vange of educational
'oppoftunitigs. |

The second goql-bf the National Right.fd Read Effort dedls

W

with the implementation of strategies to correct ewisting readin
= . , _ :
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'The Learning Center concept represents a comprehensive
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network of support systems designed to facilitate .student learning .
? ‘ ,
at New York City Community College, ‘it is supplementary to the
I _ o B - :
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basie remediation provided for underprepared freshman students,

once a, freshna an has achieved a badic competency level, and is
-

- 7
t

enrollad in a first term program of courses in his major depart-

ment,»learning center support is available to him. The lLearning
: | .

Center utilizes a team oficontent facuity, remedial specilalists,

counselors, ana tutors to provide aiternate learning strategies

for thece Sfudents.

The major strategies identified by the Learning Center staff
; .

to achieve its objectives, focus upon the application of remedial
techniques, methods, and materials, to specific content areas in

departmental courses. The following activities are designed.to

create an environment for non-traditional learningé

Diagnostic T anv £ Base Line Daia

D1agn0.ch tests are developed tofpinpoiﬁt,tﬁc'prePeQuisite
vocabulary, Pcad1ng comprohen ion, and related qpﬁtént‘skills
necessary iov enlcw1np froshman ‘to succeed in their‘%irst term

- course of study. In addltlon,'a comp?ehcnelve review of high
school records serves to aid in the placement of students for

' C s . . ' L.
remediation, pro—r“qu181ic training or first-term programming.

Tutorial Assistance

Tutoring is a compléx process! based ona :uﬂS1thLLy to‘the
eduéatiohai and emotional néeds of the’fdfée; Effective tutoring
is based on.thé mastery of the sﬁbjec*lmattev throughnsupportivé
tutorial ass thance with the u]tlmate goai‘of tutee self;difection.

Tﬁtorial'assistance can function belyond the parameters of old -
constraintsL, Tt céan be,éuppovtive of a multitude of leaﬁning sif-
uations. which 1nc]ude the Open'labofafOry; and fhe muiti—level

O
ERi(hrnxng center. |
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'Freshmpn Study Skills Mini-Course

Courses offered to frashman students, deal with reading
and sludy skilis applied to a specific tarpget content course
‘ ‘ v ,
within each curriculum. The Learning Center staff consults
with content faculty members to analysze veqPired readings
- I
within the content curriculum. Mini-course skills include;
- ) !
study techniques, tewxtbook notemaking, lecture notetaking,

vocabulary development, test-taking techniques, facility with

reference sources, and flewibility of reading rate.
- , B {

Sequential Modules of Instruction

Instructional modules are developed to meet the needs of
ctudents with varying backgrounds and educational gkills. They
encompass single concept units of ;earning within the framework
of an awarenecss of pre-requisite skills, current,éurricuium and

enrichment activities.

Supportive Media Aids

A media team is made available to work with faculty to
design and develop supportive instructional aids for classroom
use, tutorial Ses§ions, and student reference.” The production

rescurces of the college are utilized.

Media Cross~Reference . Lo ¢ ' o

)

o~ -

_Mdferidls are hoﬁsed in various ioéationsfat‘the_college. 
It is necesghéy'for facnlty to he aware of existing reséurces.
applicable fo their course content. A syétem of'cataloguing-
media available to the departments? thpéughout fhe coilege,

and .from commercial sources needs to he established. This

'E Tkjuld alid new faculty, as w:ll asé éxperienced'faculty teaching
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new courses, in precenting appropriate materiails and experiences

to enhance student ‘-arning within the classvqom.
]

Student Deve}opment_Worksﬁopg

;
Student Development Workshops ewplore the wi%e range of

. i . . _ S S
educational options and occupational opportunities available
to students. The various career choices are defined and the

procedures for continuing education and assessing one's pgoals

are examined.

The objectives established by the Learning Center staff
For students roflect the severe gaps in the academic skills of
many students at.New York City Community. College. The objectives
defined by the Center staff are congruent with ‘the value systenm
of a college whicﬁ,?eryés many studerts who have academic problems.
They carry étrong Pecomméndations for %he_introduction of alter-
native learning stfategies and " innovative techniquesf This calls
for new value sets and requires the imﬁlémentation of infévmational

.

processes which Pesult‘ﬂn both verbal and behavioral commitments

from Division faculty. In this way learning support services may

“provide non-traditional learning environments for Open Admissions

students.
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