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. P EATN
"""hl's booklet is writtcn for classroom tcachers who o,
~would liké to feach reading more efFectxvely by present- - - oo
ing it within a context that is relevant and 1nte1c>t1ng Y
for studcnt§ R : . . ]
O

Did you know that Loday s t\fplcal student spmds
about thee hours a ddy:watching television? T his means
‘that durmg a regular school week -he spcnds.,almost as’
much time watching television as be does in“the class-

- room. And when you takefmto account holidays, vach-

-"tions, and time ‘lost from schgox because .of  illngss ,you' )

realize that today’s student actially spends more time in

.the course of a yéar watching tclevmon thart he spends ;.

‘m the _classroom. ‘Some educators are. appalled at the
a,mount of time students devote to televmon bur it

-,}pp»ars certafn that, like it or not, television is hére to.

“Stay an Ythere is little they cﬁ\f do to dlscourage

students fro \sendmg théir time in ‘this’ way;’ ’

Whac can be dane? There’s an old - polmcal adage
whic‘l states, “1i yol can’t"beat ’em, join ’em.” Televi-
. siof offers an ideal bridge between, the schooi world and
. that -other- world -of outside - acﬂvlty which - students

-

often find so much more exciting and § tlmulatmg Two |

currently popular educatl_on nJuntho s are relevant in
S Rty

ot - -
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, B thlS regard. “The fxrst of these, injunctions-is: “Start S
L A g}" , ) "where the child is.” For the many children who watch = S
RASENS , television this represents an ideal starting place. The, ot Ty
Do A ' . second mjunctnon is: MProceed from the known to' the” R
* unknown.” - For the aygrage student of todpy television .
. . . - __ - obviously represents a very weU known gommodity. :

Most of the activities presented in this-booklet per- . . T o
P . tain dlrectly to- readmg, but other aspects of a language : - R C |
.+ arts program (listening, speaking, and writing) ate alﬁ) - PV e
S h given some attentlon"beeause of ‘their me‘{trxcably close = .. . R I
ST relationship, to - readmg, Many of the ideas presented = . T

~ were suggested'by sutccessful teachers, jn the field; all*of : R o
the tC(‘hquCS’ have Been- successfully use a- class- Lo _ ey
~room situation. The. activities are not desxgncd to re- © IR
. placesa comprehensive, sequential, structtired reading LTy L

. progtam but rather to serve as a series of starting points . A VL

. © . to achieve this objective ult)mately Even for those R I ‘
Lo : . —teachers who are currently succeédmg in makmg reading - * e e vt
oy ' . interesting and relevant for their students, there should e : SRR

R be many practxcalsuggestxons o v .- . : e 4

L # -. This booklet -deals solely ‘with televmon programs_ .. co o '.\‘ a
A n B . ‘which the student watches at home. No agempt has - : Yoo
’ ' - - been made t6 deal directly with closed-circfiit television i S L S
P, : oY or with educatlonal and commercial television programs”, .= Y ‘
AT T - viewed in the classroom.’ Many ‘of the suggestions o ’ -
: & ~offered here, however, could be adapted to these condi~ 2
T ' o « . tions., The activities presented'in this booklet concen- -
trate for the most. part on the: elementary school level, _
' although sbme of them can be used with 6r adapted to o A P
; . ., jumor and senior high school students. Varigus televi- - A ﬁ@ .y '
-~ . sion programsﬁwhlch do an excellent job of teaching - . S A -
; s 5 formal aspects’ of readmg——such ag Sesame‘Screet Elec- . Co ‘ '
‘trie Company, Grammar Rock—are not dealt with di- i S TEen o E e T R
rectly in this- bodklet. Obwously, however you will i \ Lo i}
»* want to ‘call such programs 5o ‘the attention of your -
students and their parents W W , “

. A -

,.“,' R e A LT e N P , . . . oo
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: How to;»Cue_x Started pe
: . .

/WA.TCH TELEVIS]ON YOURSELF . L
Lt s espec1ally 1mportant to watch you students favor"
ite telev151on programs. Watch these prégrams actively,

© ", taking notes if it helps always askmg y‘odr§elf‘the ques-
'<~t10n How can 1 tie in: what I'm s€eing w1th my reédmg

- " and language arts prqgram> %5

@

Whenever pOSSIble use televxsxon names, words, and

‘sjtuations  to give examples and illustrationis in class of
dny aspéct of readmg you might be teaching. Even the
.,/ world of-television commercials offers unlimited & scope N
' For instance, if -you’re lntroducmg contractions or plan-
nng “to remforce your machmg in this area, 'the cur-
rently popular television cdmmercmls “Youjean't fool
Mother. hﬁture and.“It’s the realﬁmg -provide two
good exarfiplés The .concepts of rhythm;, meter,-and. -
rhyme gan be JlIustrated with catchy ]mgles such as .

°

Thcrc s q whole new generanon

IConungwat you, coming strong— :
o Put yourScIf behind a Pepsi,
= . L. -
‘ : If you re hvmg, you befopg I o
. You've gotalovtolive, » - "y, N
; And Pepsl s got a gt to give. N R .
Ina beomnmg phomcsqprogram “Put spzce m your hfe”
"‘1 . '
S _- ’ °
o
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/sopnd of 'ts own.

-an imaginative teacher utilizes it to make reading more *

T

could be .used to Show that_the letter ¢. at the en | ofd

oie syllable word .is usually silent and that the main
vowel in such a word usually l,')as a “long” quality. O,
“You can trust‘your car to'the man who wears the star}
can illustrate the fact that a vowel preceding the letter'r
‘basy neither a shd{ nor a long quality but a distinctive

OUR STUDENTS TO . s
ELEVISION PROGRAMS

While there are some television- 'pr'o'gra‘ms whiéh re
~ good and at lcast a few. whlch are outstandmg, th

‘television program, however, acqtures some value-wHen

exciting fer hér- students. Frequently the poor programs

~serve-as a startmg place for the development of taste and
a gradual . lntl‘OdUCtlon to programs of progrcsswely L\

-hlgher quallty ‘ 5
" Preview ‘the week’s plograms by rpadmg the telewsnon
“section_of the.Sunday newspaper of by going. through

TV Guide or some publication of a.similar nature. There,

is an excellent- p‘ublication' called’ Teachers Guides to.

“Television which is pubhshed twice a year. The fll'St

issue deals with the opening half of the school year® ~ahd
the second. idsue deals with the remaining,half. Each *
issuepresents yerailed previews of about fifteen quallty
programs. For exch of the pteviewed programs there are.
suggested activitie§ for the teacher to use both’ before
‘and after ‘viewing, plus “a section devoted to learmng
resources. This latter section consists of a related films’

list for each of the. programs and a b bhography( listing

,approprxate related rea@mg material. The cost

for ‘an,
annual . bscnptlon is $3.50 ($3.00 if four or more
-subscriptipns are mailed to thersame addressy and i

available -from Teachers Guides to Television, 'Box___:564, .

Lenox Hall Station, New York, New York 10021.~

o

="
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Another very . good publlcatron is Television Most
Worth'Watching. This'is a feur-page Qulletin sent on a
weekly basis from S rtember through ]une itis edited -
by a former ‘schoc! teacher and contains lxstmgs plus

shormpreviews of programs }hdged to'be ofvspecxal value - "

fot the forthvormng week. Some’ programs are local for

the Chicago area, channels - a/re numbered for the.

Chrcagé area, and times are given'in ‘temins, of Central

Time; neveftheless, most- of the prograins, listed are’

shown on national networks and the’ slight ad;ustmcnts

' reqmred to use. the gulde re well worthcthe effért. The

&,

‘publrcarioq costs $10,for|each subscrlptlon (35 each if
ten, or more are sent td the sime. address) and is % - . -
.avarlabﬂe from Television| Most Worth Watchmg, 32 45 ‘

Wrsconsm Ayenue, Bexwy  linois. 60402.

a

, Every srhr*ol should have at least ong subiscription to

“each of the two_publicafions just mentioned.and COpICS

"s!;ouldnbe available in the Faculty Lounge. - S

Mal\e a list of the pro,grams which”seem promxsmg
and give your best sales pitch for these programs shortly

before dismissal on' the day they are being. shown. De- -

yote the last pcr:od each Friday to a televisidn pragram,

" discussion. period with the last fifteen minutes of this
- period spengaon telévision prw:ews for ‘the weekehd." -
-"Occasionally send a note home'to parents calling their

attentu)n to. shows of specral value-and asking their
@O0 in encouraging their youngsters to watch
o qote might read like. thlS

PRI ‘ o

¢
{

Dmer and s. Johnson, - ,

© On Sunday, 'tober 15 at’ 9 bM, Channel 8’ wrll T)e
presentinga 90-miiite program on the life of. Leonardo da
- Vinti entitled 4 Gguius for All Seasons, This is the firstof a
five-part series. whlq,h won- the Grap#l”Prize ‘at thc 1972
. Monte Carlo Inrernatuonal Televns/radf-‘kstwal ln addition .-
10 lTemg an. excellent telev1510n serles, the material ties m
directly. with our current Social Studies unit which deals
* with this period of h:story Petet is'very much mteresged in’

..f

o

. -

3
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ﬁ ny would apprccnatL it vcry much, therefore,, |fg/vu would/,_ -

o .ﬁyou mformcd of the' datcs for thr,,rcm"un/ng four parts of

and making sfggestid

rucntly\ gave an outStandmg report in

.- part of this period. - o
; /

!a%q on th_c carly’

'\'\L /

ry ! to arrange,vour family ‘schedule so that Petey is free to
¢pcnd ‘this 90\1mutu pcnod wrltchmg this tclti ision pro-
“ gram) It would .1 s0 be of, reat help, if you. \\/'(;uld ‘remind
Peter of the program on 'ﬁe‘nday mg,ht and mike surc,thnt

the tclcvmon set s : \mlablc to him! ”‘(\

LT hank you very niuch f?ir y0ur~coopcru’mn l W|ll keep'. .

this series. Co- ( \\ \ v NN
Se .
S (z Smcnrd)"sv '
{ I‘pc)‘;}f Sf(m. ' B

i l

When parents asl\‘} “How can\ Iy my Chlld in i - e
reading?” have a list of quality televigig ij ams avail o - / e
able to offer them along with youu%ther suggestxons S e

3 }“ncourage students,’ pat‘ents nelg ors, and fellow . R <

‘teachers to write to the\television ‘netWorks exp cssmg
_approval ®f outstandingyshows, criticizing poor sh

% for the ‘kmds of shows hey-.,;

" would pref_u..f Highly rate "programs’ such as’ Semme\{' s
Street, Elecrric Compagy,and Gramimar. Rock; deserve -
" special attention,. Books; kltS and other commercially -
prcpar;d supplements to these programs, make fine addi-
tionsi to. the classroom reddmg program, and you c4n : : Lk
trequr*ntly crgate informal games, puzz]cs and-other .+ o
* projects, which are based on the programs ‘and are corres, '
ated with sub]cct matter currcntly bemg taught

R

- - 13 Y - L. .. N . -
FIND OUT;WHICH TELEVISION PRO(:RAMSN T e
YOUR STUDENTSWATCH' - A
. It .would be of.litfle practical value for ‘you as a - . s
classroom te,acher to know ‘the results of a\\natlonal'f : ""‘-A" IR

_television preferénce survey or perhaps even to know -
the results of a survey from the same grade in a d;fferent : T e

part of your city. "selevision programs and student pref- T e
erences change rapldlv Plogrammg and time dltfqencus. . ' '
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have their effects on telcvmon watching causing a pro-
gram which is popular in one part of.the country to be
unavailable or presented at an mconvement time' in
-another location. lefcrences in socioéconoric ';tatus ’
inezlligence, matarity, and general background are all

“ralso-related to differences in the television” prcfercnces
“7

Sxmxlarly,ﬂt WO d be hamrdous for the averagef

watchma prefercnces of her students. ”lhe experlﬂnce of l; S

‘the past several‘ years has convinced me ghat, in gencml,.J
tuxchers are not aware of whiclh telcvaslon programs
hclr students like best.. ©° - . S : .-

7

In view of these facts, your most pragtxcal recourse is
‘to condiict television preferencc survey (see Figure 1)
in your-own classroom at the begmmng of the school
year. and pcrhqps again at the start of the sccond ~

AS
scmcéter L * . .
. R -
]«1gure 1. Television Preference Suryey - .

Y )
) IR R T N - | -

- Grade . Name_ - '; -

. TELEVISION PRi:.mz'RﬁNCE'suhvrv N

. ° e @, . s N e

. l,m vour thrc.c fwonfc tLlLVlSlDI’l prograqm.m order ‘\_;
of preference:

- Ask ‘the students in -you\{ class to list, in ordér of .
. preference, their three favorite television. programs. If

~ they have been gwen advance notice. of the survey at: the

- . Al PR s . 1
o - . . !

3 . : . . -

=11 .

7. '\ 1
1. ° . . . -
) N . 5 -
&
4 .
2. 5 o ‘ . .
T . ' . L 1
r - - \l‘
E . el e ) - . = '
T3 ' e ‘e -
- ~ Y
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start of the period they- should~be able to ertC out their
three choices toward the gnd of the perrod in only a féw
" minutes. Too much advancé notice-would give the stu-

dents 4 chance to-discuss the project'among thernselves“’

at recess or at ‘lunch' time and perhaps bias the results.

~ For, kmdergarten and lower primary grades it will be -

#  mecessary to conduct the television preference surve;
orally qn an mdwlduar basis, When dealing with older
. students you mlght want to add to the bottom of the

questionnaire 'such questions as: What do you especially -
. like about your favorite program? Which ‘character do -

you like best? For: tabulating .the data, asslgn three
‘points for every first place choice,-two. points for every
. second place choice, and one point for e%ery third place
*choice, Add up the totals and you will hiive a good 1dea
‘of the- comparatlve popularity of the. programs your
students watch'i in addltlon to a 11st1ng of a,ll thelr favor-,
it€ programs, __ ‘

The result{ of the survey can be shown 5.0 the ‘stu-

. dents and used as the basis’of a dlscussmn .of 1nd1v1dual
® differences, interests, and tastes. Try to arfange to ex-
. chgmge the results of your “television survey with results
‘obtained at the same grade level in_shother part of the
city; another city, another state, or even another coun-

L (try to develop further your d1scuss10n ‘of ‘interests and

) taStCS -t . . ® N

.+ Thé television programs which -are the current class
Y’a,vorltes will of course “occupy most of your teachmg_
_t1me Ii addition, such information can serve as the

prolects and act1v1t1es to be described later. It’s a good -
. practice to keep a fist of the. favori‘te television programs
of all your students, as well as. therr other interests and
"hoMbies. It happens’ sometimes” that- a, student who' is
turned: off to other approaches to readmg will be inter-
ested’ in an- unusual or speuahzed kind of ‘television.

shpw—information which ‘can ‘sometimes provrde A~

8

. teacher with' asuccessfur opemng wedge

P T S

basis for bccasional groupmg of students for some of the

~

‘o

'
S
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Here are several simple yet effective téchniques for using
“television to improve yeur teaching. Included are meth-

LISTLNING ]

to Improve Instruction

\

8

How to Use Telev:smn S

o

ods involving listening, speaking, reading, and writing.

1 En‘courage your students (espccxally blllngnal
and/or culturally disadvantaged. students) to listen care-
fully to.the spokén word on television programs.. Rein-

- force their listening: by speaking some of the words or

" phrases they are likely to have heard; give the- studentss - -

practice in repeating .and. in speaking these words and
phrases themselves; try -to incorporate some of these

'words mto their beginning reading and writing activities!

/

A tedcher at the primary /level might ask at the .

begmnma of the term, “When jéuffy got lost what did she -

. say to the pohceman”’ and then provide three answers,

"~ one. of whlch 1s’ correct. When the correct answer is

given the students. are asked to kepeat it and then to see
which of them can best match Buffy’s expressnon As

‘the term progrésses thie students are encouraged to sup-
_ ply the correct answers” themselves and the requlred

corrmt responses are gradually .lengthencd

S . '_ 3
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2. Assign students or committegs to llsten\for dia-
/la)cts and regional accents. Have/them imitate these' -
dialects and dccents inclass to h oW that people express

themselves differently in different parts of th&¥country.
The use of slang, colloqunllsms and grammatlcal mls—
_takes could be treated in the same way. - e

Here is a list of slang. eApressxons used in 2 recent
-Room 222 program:

Does anyone know \yhatvthc Boston F‘Qassacr'c;\\'/_as?=

. Itwasa Igwnmer—'Ne_w York 35, Boston 0.

I do [413/ thing, man. .

That's, a. drag, ’

Don’t get all bent out ofdmpe about it. o
. It gave the co1omsts real- drgum(_nts for 'sphttmg up with

England. .
Some of the ‘history books say thét Sam’ ‘Adams was a
. rabbi€rou¥y, jivin’ the people of Bbiten. -

Exercises such as these maké a fine introduction to
the English language: as 4 changing, evolvmg entity; they
can also be. helpful in discussing “standard Engllsh."

~ Another group of students could be urged to listen far

metaphorical or flguratlve expressions (she was “‘taken

to the cleaners”). When exdmples of hguratlve languagg
“are discussed’ and.explained in class and lists of such

expressions are compiled,, students are sensitized to
area and-are gwen confidence to ask questions in class
when difficulties in' meaning occur irr'this sphere.

3. Once.in 2 while television anfiouncers or actors
“‘make- mistakes concerning locatiéfis ‘of places, ‘dates,
travelmg time between cities, and so on. Sportscasters, .
sometimes relying on their mémories instead of on-
record. books, will occasionally give the wrong place or.

date of birth, college. attended, batting average, and -
other~facts about players. If a student thinks he has <
uncovered a mistake, have hlm mention it in the class ~

television d;scusswn permd Tell him,.if he d‘o,esnt

t

v
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1



-

report back to the class the followif'\g week, If it really
were a mistake, have the-student write a 1etter to the
person who made the error, call it to-his attennon ina
tactful way, and see what happens. \

-~

SPEAKING _ S

1 Have a pornon of \four ‘%how-and “Tell or shqrma

* "period. devoted t television sharmg so that your\stu- .

dents -can. describe to the rest of the class mtcrestmg

programs they have seen. For kindergarten or beginning

. primary grades, make a puppet with-eyes, nose, and a

~mouth that opg¢ns and closes. Imprint these. features on
~ws  aface in the form of a television scrc}en (Flgure 2).

e

; Figure Z. <Telvie Puppet -

e s

and closes

. Hand
Inserted
Here

know, .wh_ere he can check the true facts and have him °

mouth opens .
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Name the’ puppet Telvie ang give the students a chance . " -
to let Telvie describe their favorite television show to~ ) .

. the other boys and girls. This activity is especially good *

o

~ What do you think might happen next?

“--plays the part of a television star and anothgr student b ‘

-for bilingual youngsters, children with speech defects, or Ty
youngsters who find verbalization ‘diffict for any rea:

son. If necessiiry at the beginning alldw the studefit to

remain completely hidden so thdt only Txlwje is visible - T
'to the rest of the class.

2. Get pictures of favorlte leleyision ¢ hracters or
draw cartoons of characters seen on televisign and show
_ them in class as a stimulus for student verb ization.:

For example, show your beginning stugtents a plcture ‘

of Dennis the Mcnace (cllp it from the cofnics or draw it - .
“yourself and make ‘the connection between the televi- . .o
sion show and the comic strlp) with soiled new clothes ’ '
~and a mud puddle nearby. Ask the students what might -

have happened and if necessary prompt them with such - :

questions as: What do you think the mud puddle has to

do with the picture? How do you think Dennis feels’

g

3. Divide the class into teams of four or fxve students , o ' .
oni cach team. One of the teams secretly. d'cs,gnates one ' -
of.its members to represent a clrrent favorite television = . ' o
character. Members of another team are allowed ter” )
questions" which are capable of being answered “‘yes” or . -

“no” in order to try to determine the 1dent1ty of the

television character. If they have not. detcrmmed his ' SR
1dent|ty by the end of the ten ‘questions or if they guess =
incorfectly, the other'team reveals the identity of the * - L
character. You'.act as réeferee, and the team which asks:

the fewest questions and determines the most identities

-~ -

correctly is declared the winner..  _ s . / .

4. Use role playing interviews in which one student e

plays the part of a television interviewer. 1f possible, - .
have the interviews tape- -recorded for later plavback and
ldlscussmn A variation of this techmque is to have
. : . ‘ \

N T P
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“students play the part of athletes ‘who are being inter-
_ i viewed in pregame or pcstgame programs conc@nng
;o I make-believe herores on the f)eld

X '_ The exact questions which the teleyxsron interviewer

"t N\ . asks would depenq of° course, on the background of the .

AR person. being interviewed but the following types of
T questlons would usually be appropriate and helpful i

'

\ ‘o~ How does it feel to be a television star?
B g .® Could you tell us about some of the d1sadvantages
SIPERI <N of being'a television star? : -
o \\" » What were some of the problems you had to deal
‘ . : . with before you.became famoy€>”
: "« . Do you have any advice or thps you’d like to give
. to today’s students?

v

5. Adapt currently “popular television games to your

. @5
° .8 own classroom needs. Password for instance, could be.

used at different levels to éncourage vocabulary develop-
, ment along with verbalizatjen. Television quiz programs
. - such as Truth or (,onsequences and College Bowl supply
. A +a nice format jonce ina while for your classroom oral
. a The consequences for not knowing the correct
/jnswer to some required classwork could sometimes be

© a referral to the correct source of information followed

. ‘by later evidence of its having b¥en learned. On other °

P o ~ occasions the consequences could be strictly fun or
S L } stunt type activities’ (followed later by approprrate
' ) ‘review and testlng)

.‘rv . . .o \I:‘Dl °}

X L . CREADING . .

1.2 Collect (and encourage students and parents to
. supply) books, magazines, articles, posters, and news-

-paper accounts, of . favorlte television stars or programs :

N . o . and use this material in a television i interest center in the

\\ : L : .classroom. Figure 3 (see page 18) shows how a class-
N room can bé divided into three interest centers with the
N o television interest center shown in greater detail.

| R ‘-%:?L
ERIC | 17
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Space is avallable -for bookshelves, book racks and

o R "~ magazine racks. The{room divider ‘which separates. the -

_— AP . . classroom from the television interest center is designed

. to serve as a bulletm board on-the msrde Pictures, of

television stars, news’ clippings about stars and their

programs, sketchcs of television characters, or plot out-

. dte bulletm board materrals .

R , . Cublcles are provided for students who prefer rivacy

». or relative privacy«(one of the cubicles is defigred for

* two or three studénts). For students who woyi[d like to

P ' write, an improvised desk is available in the Yorm of a

' B : flat’ writing surface. Normally this writing sutface is

~ flush againist the wall, but when ‘needed for writing
purposes it ean be raised on Supporting hinges. -~

The central area of ‘the television interest; center s a
carpeted open space which contams chairs, pillows, and
cushxons . .

. , " 2. Be on the lookout for cblorihg books d‘e’ali,n'g with

e current television, favorites. These books usyally provide
¢ C ‘large pictures designed. for colormg with cravons and
- ' include brief captions consisting of very srmple words

‘beneath the illustrations. Kindergarten and prrmary-

.~ grade students can color the prcture tell about it, and

» . . .read all or part of th&caption. Representative. of thése .

: .. ~ books are the' Saalfield Publishing Company ‘series
PN v ” (Saalfield Square Akron, Ohio 44301) including The
: ©° Partridge ‘Family, Nanny and the Professor, and The
S o 3 an.books (Western Publishing Company, 1220 Mound

' Avenue, Racine, Wisconsin 53404) including Family
Affair -ahd Captain. Kangaroo, which cost 59 cents each.

lines written by the students, are examples of appropri- -

Dolsble Deckers, costing 39 cents each; and  the Whit- |

3. .Consider. student television choices: when recom--

-, - mending books 'and. other reading material for.the
school library and for the local public library. For
- example, The Partridge Famzly, Gentle Ben, Get Smart,

‘ ' 4 S .

Sesame Street, and The Man from U.N.C.L.E. all have.

- 02
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' S ) books and other prrnted foHow-up materlal} based on the
televrsxon program :

o 4: Discuss your stidents’ favorite televmon programs
' « with the school or publi¢ librarian. She may be able to
tecommend and dlsp’lay related reading material of ap-
- propriate readablllty levels, Books might be groupedv
' inté sections of the library with a caption “If you like
(name of currently popular science- fiction show), try
thegg (book jackets of appropriate science fiction
. : books).”™ Cldssics (either the. orrglnal or slmphfred ver-
C ¢ . sions) might be displaycd with a captxon relating them
- ) _ < to current television favorltes For instance, - Swiss
“ Famzly Robinson mrght be displayed with a caption
' _ relatmg it to.Gzllzgan s Island, a television rerun favorite
about people marooned on a troplcal 1sland _ :

“students through television are becoming more promi--

nent. Many of thes¢ make excellent reading material for.

. students who are sports enthusiasgs. A few examples.for

“ older students are. Jerry Kramer’s Instant Replay, jlm

L ) Bouton’s Bafl Four, and Johnny Sample s (onfeswom
R L of a Dzrtv Ballplayer e

‘ * . .6. Newspaper gccounts of AlbStar Games, Games of*

. o - thc Week, or of any sportmg event on television likely _ -

g S " to beof interest to students, ¢an be brought to classand -

) b ER K S

/ N used for readmg on either a formal or informal basis. .

. S 7. Bring to class library editions’of" sportirig books,
B - - read’short selections to arquse interes, and tell students-
‘ * where the book is available in the: hbrary lntroduce the

o , ‘ _ - topic wifh a reference ,to a sports program which has
° . S - recently been shown on televrslon o -

o

“ o 8. Encourage students to. obtam paperbacks from -

“educational 'book ‘clubs, and put®in a special plug for/

“those paperbacks Wh]Ch are related in apy way to favor-
.. ite television programs or actors. Follomng is a list of
« % some of these book. clubs.

ce . : . ]
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5. Sports -books (available i 1n paperback or. magazine -
~formy) by retired athletes who have become known to "~

b
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EDUCATIONAL PAPERBACK- BOOK CLUBS
Publisher © Address Name of Club - “Grade Level
. -
Scﬁolas[ic ) . 904 Syl\;an ‘Avenue _Seé-SaW . K-1
Book + Engleyvood Cliffs, o _ -
Services = New Jersey 07632 Co '
) l or . Lucky: - ‘ . 2-3
2931 E. McCarty Street '~ + ™ - 0[
Jefferson City, " Arrow . :
Missouri 65101 N ,
B " oor . I'l‘ab ‘ . " Jr. High
‘56&75 Sunol Boplcvara
Pleasanton, - L s ’
< California 94566 Campus Sr. High
Young _Box 181 King Cole . LKl
Readers: - Northvale, :
Press - New Jersey 07647~ Willie Whalc 2-3
o ’ ’ f alcon 4-6
. ' ¢
. \.Vcckly‘:'f T Edixgatibh Center Good Time Books  2-3 .
/" Reader, Columbuys, - . ’ L .
_ Paperback ~Ohio 43 2176 ) . v
Book Clubs, : Discovering Books ¢ 4-6
American o T L ) . : .
E-ducé.[ion [ C .
“Publications B e SREREEE o
. ) N - .

9 Obtam the lyrlc’é of popular songs and gwe each
student ' copy. Use this material for group reading,
choral\readmg, or: 51mply as the tbasis for ledtning ‘the
‘lyrics of the song.The review of basic sxght words will
be valuable for.jthose students who. peed it. Leatning ,
unusual or diffidule words in a meamngful context will.

be mterestmg for those’students who have- the ability .to
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do so. And best of all it will show at least some students

prewously grasped only dimly, or perhaps not at all.

10. Decorate workshqcts w1th sketches of favorite

televisicn L}uracters or with key expressions from favor- _

ite shows. . N

’

o 11 Use phonograph record jackets of popula songs.
_heard. on_television as reading material. These jackets
.frequently contain. interesting readmg matqrial dealing

with lyrics, musical arrangements, performery, and other
similar. background data. Th Partridge Family, Jackson

Five, and Osmonds are cupe€ntly especially popular vith’

intermediate grade studénts but many students at- the

- primary levels.also list them among{their favorites (per- .

- haps some of them developed this\liking when their
. older brothers or sisters controlled thg only family tele-
vision set-and. wouldn't let them watgh anything else).

12. Occasmnally select a topic which has been pre-

~sented’ on a receént favqritg telévision show. Have this -

issue dlSCUSSCd in’ class. Then read the class excerpts
from an appropriate book which deals with the -same
issue m greater depth and ¢ 'mplexxty "Show the class
. how wfitten material gan present issues of i interest more
thoroughly than television. Tell them whege th book is
-available and how they might obtainit. =~

The topic: of emotiona} maladjustment or mental 111-

. ness is frequently referred .to on. television programs.

__Virginia_Axline’s Dibs. jn Search of Self (New .Yorlf
““Ballantine Books, 196 ) contains a fine description of
the thoughts and feelings of af emotionally disturbed

young boy: For teenagers there are many similar ‘excel-

lent books mcludlg Theodore ‘Rubin’s Jordi-and Lisa
and Damd (Ballantine Books, 1970); Hannah, Green’s' |

Never Promzsed You a Rose Garden (New York: New -~
~ American - _le'a.ry,v 1964); and J. D, Sallngers The. .
" Catcher in th, " Ryé (New York: Bantam Books, 1964).

. that reading can be.funsa fact which they may have -

I

v
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3. -Encourage the stuﬁents to use the “X-ray vision”
or detective skill of a current.television -hero, to find
component parts or_ smalIer words in compound words.
This and the, followmg act1v1ty are especially apgropri-
ate for pnmary grade’gﬁ as part of theu‘ structural analy-
sis program, l : :

* 14: Compile twenty compound words (such as-camp-

ground reilroad, and so -on) -and write each of the

component parts on a. different slip of'paper; then write

\E

one .extra word on an addmongl slip of paper, Mix up

the'slips and randomly distribute them to the.students.

Ask the students to*match the parts of the compound

“words, tellifig ‘them that one word will be left over
which indicates the hxdmg place of a current television

villain. Before-the activity: begins; place a cutout of.the '

villain in the indicated spot‘so, that thexstudents cdn go"'
to.the hiding place and find him at the conclusmn of the

Cactivity., |, .

15. Make a classroom ‘te[evisfon” (F-iguro4) from a
large, heavy-duty cardboard box. Cut a telévision-screen-
sized hole in thetcenter of one end to simulate the’

. - ‘ o y : . N . .
. Figire-4. Classroom T elevis;on . ,

N
\

P

j;ya‘ |

i
-
T
K
‘Cutout . : : { -, L
G for ")
" telebision !
- screen 11 .
‘ g
Ly .
| l[ l N
B e Rt »
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Paper is wound from Spool #1 tS’Spool w0

ds television shw progresses
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screen,
tWO s
“in

aving' the opp051te end of the box: open Make
all holes.in the top cornérs of the box as shown
£ illustration. Insert two . rbund sticks (such as

~ broomsticks) into the holes so that they extend from -
the bottom of” the box through the hole ‘at the top, "
~  protruding several inches above the top. Sraple oneend
' of a roll of brown butcher’paper to the first broomstick
(spool 1).and staple the other énd of the paper to spodl..

2. When spool. 2 is tirned, the 1oll of -paper | is pulled

across the screen. co

©

“Appropriate places commerc1als can be.

ten to make the situation;more reahstxc and-to serve asa ;.

’ B change of pace. Groups of‘ students or individuals can be
’offered the optton of writing orlgmal television plays or
: commermals and producing them: in ‘this ‘manner. This

~*, “activity is suitable mostly at the intermediate  grade level ,

alr.hough ‘simplified ver51ons of - Lt’ can be’ preduced’ by

B ASSlgn commtttees of stude ts to neproduce an €x-

prlmary graders ot

-
o
'

Comprebenszon Skzlls

”

s

o

’

w

1. A551gn different . students® the task of watchmg

 thé following: . < . o
. summan/e plot '

e _evaluate plausxb:llty of epxsode
suggest alternate endmg to episode -
note how characters dress
nate how characters talk
note which segments are funniest
‘222,6 which segments are most excmng

.

‘e
: .

§ F e
N

®

)
*

favorite television. shows for dlfferept purposes ~uch as.-
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Shift assignments so.that each student has had a chance
J * to view different episodes: of the same program for-at
' least several different purposes. After class dlscussmn
- e “introduce reading comprehension skills by pointing out
- that there are also différent purposes for reading which © -
o o cdll for different techmques of reading (sklmmmg, read- - e,
' . . ing 'for details, reading for critical evaluation). Illustrate
' with books dealing w1th television topics of i interest.

\ S N 2 En_courage students to watch a movie or some . '
S . =" other program for which a critical review (of which they . |
' are unaware) has already been published. Have a discus- ‘
", sion in class of their ‘opinions of the program and then ‘
" e havé- them read and-discuss the prev1ously published
. o crltlcal review. Use this. as an introduction .to (or as
P ‘ " practice in) reading for critical evaluation. Students can
o - also be-encouraged to write their own critical reviews of
o ‘ television. programs. Later they can compare them with :
e " the reviews:’of- other students and/or .with published - e
- : © feviews in papérs or magazines. Students might also be ’
vt a encouraged to set.up thelr own - standards for ratlng ,
e " ‘ . progtams. - _ _ \ o

~
B

B
.
2

Lo o a3, Have students watch television programs and write %
' ' ..down recipes or instructions\for other. projects. Occa-

. 51onally have this material duplicated so that a copy is
available for each student and when practlcal have them -
o S ~actually try to fo],low the directions in class. This gives

o ' students pract:ce in reading for following directions.

_ . 4. Compose an original plot based on a popular tele-
L .. v vision program. Read the plot to-students or have it
. o ' . duplicated ‘and distribute copies to each student in the
. - . “class. Omit the resolution of the plot and encourage the -
- : . students ‘to. §uggest or to write. out their.own endmgs .
© .+ Such exercises give practlce in jollow1ng and predicting -~ , -
sequence of events. : e . o

e N ‘ : s Duphcate popular television commercrals andfdls-'
LT trtbute one: copy to each student Amalyze the materxal '

. " -
o '’ . . . \
4 , o 3 . . = o . o )
E - . A . .
R : . . . ;
B . S . . N - .
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| ;)dy Skills ' -

- 1. Use a favorite television program to illustrate out-.

in “terms of motivational techniques, ‘“hidden -per-
suaders,” and as an introduction to techniques of propa-
ganda. ' o

/

¢

-lining and summarizing $kills. Have the students check

-

their summarizing efforts against the way in which plots
are summarized in TV Guide or in the daily newspaper

2. ‘Encourage students to take notes durmg television
shows, and use this information later in class as the basis
for reconstructmg the plot. Use the exercise to help
students develop skill in the area of note-taking.

3. Put'the results of the television preference survey
on the board in the form of a graph and use this as the
basis for introducing the concepts of graphs charts, and

mCd.SUI‘CantS

: pronunc1at10ns in the dlCthl’laI‘y -

4. Make a list of telévision show references to per-

~ sons, places, and things. If the students are unfamiliar
with reference .materials, show them ;10w to use maps,”

atlases, encyclopedias, and other materials co locate this

information. When appropriate, use maps in class to .

illustrate the locale of a particular.television episode.
Plot changes in locale and demonstrate how to compute
mileage traveled. ‘

5. Make a list of words used on television shows
whose ‘meéanings students might. not know. Use these

words for instruction in the use of a dictionary;. Along ‘
similar lines, be on the lookout for words which might *

be pronounced mcorrectly or which might have multlple

-acceptable pronuncmtlons (such as route). Assign stu-
~dents or groups of students the task of checking these

¢
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Content Areas

1 : :
1. Be on the looké Y?’nflc or tcchmcal terms
e shows htio

these terms in class at,

used in tavorite sh }u
the first opportunigf~TT the students do not know their
meaning, show th¢dm how they can make use of struc-

tural anély"sis (pre ixes, root words and suffixes) cou-'

means. Have thefa evaluate their educated guesses by

. checking them oyt in the dictionary. For example, here

are several termslused frequently“on a popularo medical
series broken dow for class use: :

® prog - nosis . s

a - typical .
a - phasic.

privative (initial a to negate fol-

a - trophy } . to illustrate ‘principle of alpha
lowing concept)
: T

s
o billateral
° ortho pCdlC

\

2. Prequcntly such concepts as allowance} budget

and commission pliy a major role in television- plots, or

at least” are mentioned in them. Discuss- thése terms in

relation to the plot, and then use them to introduce (or |

to give practice in) their meanings.

3. International track and field events use the métric
system Of measurement. This can lead to a discussion of
this system of measurement, comparison with the sys-
tem used in this country, and methods of convertmg
measurements from one system into the pther:

4. Occasionally “foreign coifs. or foreign currenciés
are mentioned on television shows. Use this opportunity
. to have your students look up these currcncy $ystems
*and determine their valuc in terms of Amerlcan money.

5. Assign a student or a gmup of studcnts- the task of

computing the amount of time devoted, to commercials

T ,
@

28




§

Q

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

and the amount of time devoted~to the actual plot in
several different popular shows. Use the data to intro-
duce (or to dernonstrate) the meaning of ratios and -

percenmges . N . \

6. 1f sponsors offer their products in terms of “‘easy

“payments” usé these figures to illustrate the meanings of

such terms as intere§t and percentages If sponsors use
king size, giant size, or super size, explain what .these .
terms mean to students in terms of cost per ounce. -
show students how to compute the cost per ounce, and
' to make a-list of similar advertising expressions which

.could be confusing or misleading. .

b T~ £

@

WRITING : ‘ .
1. Have students. find out as much information as
possible about a television star and write his biography.

2. Suggest- that students write to sﬁonsors or ‘pro-
ducers and give their opinions about shows.'When there
are proposed plans to cancel a favorxté Jprogram, have
them compose a petition, circulate it for signatures, and
send it to the producers or to the sponsors. There is a
“helpful booklet entitled National Television Advertz'slers
which consists of 45 pages of names and addresses of
the presuients of the 1,200 companies which sponsor

most teleVision programs. This booklet, revised and up-
dated annually, is available for $1.25 from Television
Most Worth Watching,.3245 Wisconsin Avenue, Berwyn

lllmms 60402. .

3' Have students write out lists of adjectives charac-

ter:zmg various figures in favorite shows. Encourage the -

class to discuss the appropriateness of these character-
" izations, When ~warranted, suggest the use of the dictio-

nary for more prec1se synonyms for some of the terms

%
¢
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Fpllowmg is one such abbrevrated list bf adjectives
compiled. by a fourth grade class after *watching an
episode. of Gulligan’s Islandr . . :

o weird

-\\: stuck-up ~_ © . 0. T
¢ cool o , : : .

e brainy ‘ . ' :

e sneaky ' _ A

e sexy

¢ loud-mouthed
e shrewd

e stupid

. rid_iculous

4. Suggest that students write to television stars and
ask them to list their favorite books or to suggest

reading material which mlght be approyprlate for a desig- '
nated grade Even if the reply is written by the televi-

sion’. star’s secretary, the recommendations appearmg
over' the- star’s signature will sometrmes carry extra
_welght with televxslon fans ’

5. Srudenrs mrght be encouraged to attempt to write
original television scripts for popular programs, changing
the setting.to a different period of time (‘‘The .Brady
Bunch in Colonial America”) or to a differepf ggqgraph-
ical location. Show students how to use rgferefic& Qooks
for authenticity or to give them practic this‘activity

. to assure aceuracy of detail. Before trying/to write their '
_own scripts the students could be e'hcouraged to write
‘to the studio requesting old television” scripts. These

scripts could be used as models for the wrrtmg of

~ student-produced scrrpts

6. Explain-how to ~organize a-fan.club for a favorite

television actor. Encourage students to write to the
studio for information on chartering a fan club and for
souvenirs, pictures, autographs, and other available

materials. Once the fan club. has been started, have’
‘ L
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parts of the country or in foreign countries.

-3

students exchange”information with fan clubs in other

v

7. Play popular televrslor ,themes as: background
music for worksheet assignments; creative writing, or
other similar types of student activities. Some types of
music detract from rather than facrlrtate efficient work,
so.experiment with different types. of music to deter-
mine the effect on your class. ‘

8. -Ask students to watch a television show paying -
particular attention to a specific character. They should
be advised to take notes about how the character is
portrayed, consrderrng questrons such as t%e following:

s How does this" character act, talk, or feel under
specific circumstances? 0

e Does his way of expressing feelings dif fer from the
other characters? -

e Can you think of any ways in Wthh the character s

. thoughts or feelings might have been expressed

more effectively? =

o How does character. portrayal dlffer in television,
radio, and in wrrtrng'-’ ST .

* How would you portray the character in a speclfrc
situation. if you were doing it in straight writing, .
writing for radio, or writing for television?

- 9. Encourage'students to write different original end-
ings for a recent television plot. Some of the students
rmght use this expenence asa sprmgboard to the com-
position of complete original plots. o

10. Have the students draw plctures of family gr(')u‘ps

on popular television shows.and write or tell stories
about them. Use this as a transition to drawing pictures
of their own famrlles and then wrrtrng or tellrng about
them : :

11. Ask the students t6 list the sequence of events of

.a recent program favorite. Number. each event and

divide the class into groups to correspond. to the total

13
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newspaper,. - .

number. Next, number each event and randomly assign

each number to a different group of students. Each

“group of students then has the task of writing the

caption for their event and drawing a picture-to ilius-

trate it. When the task is completed the events are
assembled in correct order and stapled into a booklet
for the students to look at and read.

12..Have the students write critical reviews of se-

lected television programs, Offer prizes t6 the s'tu,dentsl '
!

who write unusually good reviews and/or arrange to
have these reviews pubhshed in the class or school

a LI

C—

SUMMARY

‘One of the best things about using the television

watching habits of your students to supplement your .

classroom reading program is that it forces you to keep

in ‘touch with the interests of your students and 3// wr

change the content of your teaching matérial actord-

ingly. This is a continuing process. Yesterday’s television:

programs are- no longer suitable for today’s students,
and today’s programs will not be pertment for tomor-
row’s students. Bringing television into the classroom

encourages you to become aware of a changing world as’
depicted through this medium amd, to use this knewl-
edge as a means of makmg your teachmg more excmng

and rele\a&nt
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