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on the Seven Outcome Measures

Relationship Between Extent of Physical Control and Mean Gain
Scores on the Seven Outcome Measures

Relationship Between Parent Disciplinary Reactions to Minor Rule
Infractions hnd-Mean‘Gains on the.Seven Qutcome Measures

Relationships Between Frequency of Parent Visits to Head Start
Centers and Mean Gain Scores on the Seven Outcome Measures

Relationship Between Teacher's Ethnicity and Mean Gain Scores on
the Seven Outcome Measures

Relationship Between Teacher's Years of Education and Mean Gain
Scores on the Seven Outcome Measures

Relationship Between Teacher Preparation in Early Childhood
Educhtion and Development and Mean Gain Scores on the Seven
Qutcome Measures . :

Relationship Between Teacher Residence in Head Start Neighborhood
and Mean Gain Scores on the Seven Outcome Measures

Relationship Between Teacher Stimulation and Mean Gain Scores on
the Seven Outcome Measures

Relationship Betwéen Teacher Sensitivity to Individual Differences
and Mean Gain Scores on Seven Outcome Measures

™
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Relationship Between Teacher Factor TIII, Art Activities and Mean
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A REPORT ON TWO NATIONAL SAMPLES OF HEAD START CLASSFS: 1967-68 and 1968—69

CHAPTER 1 &

SOME ISSUES IN EVALUATING THE EFFECTS OF HEAD START ON
CHILD DEVELOPMENT

This is a report on one aspect of Project Head Start: some character-
istics of children, their families and the programs thiey attended, and the
relationsiiip of these experiences to their development. It is the first
national report on the immediate changes associated with participation in
full-year programs. Earlier national studies have examined summer
programs (Temp and Anderson, 1967) and the achievement of children
" several years after leaving Head Start (Cicirelli et al., 1969).

It is, however, not a comprehensive report; the focus is on the child's
cognitive and social development in the context of the classroom experience.
Such a focus is limited because early human development is a complex ,
function of the child's own characteristics (for example, sex, physical
appearance, health, energy/activity level, temperament—-all of which ~
differentiate bBabies at- birth), the characteristics of his family (for
example, family structure and status, and the personal attributes of the
immediate and extended famlly) and the social and institutional milieu
into which he is born. To isolate classroom experience as the primary
associate of change is an oversimplification if we claim to be studying
human development with a full appreciation of 'its richness. This
complexity was recognized quite fully when Head Start was deveéloped.

Head Start objectives have included from the beginning:

a) Improving the'child's physical health and physical abilities.

b) Helping the emotional and social development of the child by
encouraging self-confidence, spontaneity, curiosity, and self-discipline.

c) Improving the child's mental processes and skills with particular
attention to conceptual and verbal skills. .. ,

d) Establishlng patterns and expectations of success for the child
which will create a climate of confidence for his future learning efforts.

e) Increasing the chilq;s capacity to relate positively to family
members and others while at the same time strengthening the family's
ability to relate positively to the child and his problems.
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£) Developing in the child and his family a responsible attitude
toward society, and fostering constructive opportunities for society to
work together with the poor in solving their problems.

g) Increasing the sense of dignity and self-worth within the
child and bhis family.

-

Only some aspects of these objectives are assessed. The assumptions on which
Head Start was based did not suppose these objectives could be achieved
in a linear or-an independent manner, in pursuing by more-and-more of
one activity, one goal at a time. The Head Start model is interactive,
requiring support of the whole child in his whole life space. It is this
model and this policy that uniquely distinguish Head Start from other

. early education programs. Any evaluation of Head Start that is less than
that is incomplete and potentially misleading. It may provide a test of a
more simplified view of human development, but it will not provide a test of
flead Start as it was originally conceived and as it has in policy been’
operated. The major implication of this limitation is that a great deal of
initial variance (individual differences), final variance and change vari-
ance will not be accounted for by classroom factors. Some of this unaccounted-
for variance will be due to the less-than-perfect reliability.of measures.
More is likely to be due to those institutional, social, .contextual and con—
stitutional factors which are not taken adequately into account.

. To point out this limitation early in the report is not to disparage
in any value the importance of the findings. Classroom experiences are
of great importance, and part1Cularly when the child is making the first

s transition from the home to the classroom. The nature of this experlence
" is surely of profound significance; the usually vivid recall of. one's
first day at school and of the klndergarten year, while later grades are
more blurred, becomes a personal 'verification" in addition to the
significance predicted from psychology theory. Identification of how the
nature of' this experience is related to changes in the child is -a task
which is in itself complex, and worthwhile. The findings thus say some- -
thing of much importance to Head Start and to early‘chlld development; they
.do not tell the complete story.

The study design is directed primarily to the question of interaction:
do different kinds of programs have different effects on different children?
If so, what are the Optlmum interactive circumstances? If not, what single
pattern of experiences "works best?" There are no control groups of chil-
dren who have not attended Head Start: the comﬁérism1gﬁi f development in
,different kinds of Head Start programs. ' ‘

To those who have thought of Head Start as a preschoold compensatory edu-
cation program with a uniform curriculum, - these statementd may be a first
introduction to what Head Start set out to accomplish, how the program
developed, and what it is like. -The data reported here are for 1967-68
(FY68) and 1968-69 (FY69), the first fully operational years for the nine-
to~twelve month programs. Other data, both earlier and more recent, w1ll
be used to supplement the findings from the present analyses.

"ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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A, The History and Objectivégiof Projéct Head Start

The Office of Economic Opportunity (OEO).was created in 1964 by
President Lyndon B. Johnson as part of the War on Poverty; the agency was
to develop and administer new solutions to the problems of the poor in
an effort to eliminate or reduce ‘institutionalized poverty and the
suffering of millions of Americans caught in the poverty cycle. Central
to many OEQ efforts was the belief that effective solutions required the
‘meaningful participation of those affected in program development and
administration. The creation of a new role for the poor--the role of
valued participants in decisionmaking and management--was a significant
step for many persons, both economically privileged and deprived. The
tide had long been running toward emancipation and self-determination,
and participation by minotities in events affecting them: OEO becaine
one of the swiftest parts of this current.

Early OEO pfogramé were directed to the needs of adults: job

training, legal assistance, health, and other locally determined community °

action projects. 1In December 1964, R. Sargent Shriver, then Director of
OEO0, requested Dr. Robert E. Cooke, Pediatrician-in-Chief of Johns Hopkins
Hospital, to develop a plan for children of tha poor. The program was to
be of immediate benefit for them and, as parE of the pwerall OEO program,
contribute to breaking the poverty cycle at+vas many pOlnts as possible,

A summary of the report of the Paﬁel brought together by Dr. Cooke
is reproduced as Appendix A. The Panel recommended creation of a special
program for young children. 1In recognition of the fact that .the influences
of poverty on the child are manifested in many"ways, the program was to be
comprehensive, attacking health, nutritional, family and developmental
problems as these might influence the child's development. While a
successful comprehensive intervention was expected o give the child a
better chance in school, the conferees recognized that instituticnal

changes would be necessary to sustain positive effects and that bettering -

the child's life would be no simple task. The goals of the program,
cited previously from the Cooke memorandum, reflect this view.

Not infrequently, conversatioms' and articles reflect a common miscon-
ception of Head Start as "an eight week summer program .to prepare children
for school." 1In rereading the Cooke memorandum, it is evident that while
the panelists expected that environmental intervention could have
significant effects on development, they appreciated the complexity and
magnitude of the task. The eight-week summer program was seen as a start,
on a small scale, to assess the feasibility of the approach and gauge its
effects. There was, however, what can be regarded as over-optimism on
how easily the approaches and.ideas .developed in studies of 20 children
or so could be meided with the spirit of community action on a national
scale, and under-anticipaticn of the immediate popularity of the program,
which resulted in a shift in scale from a relatlvely small effort: to a
large national program

“a



After approval of the'Cooke memorandum, Head Start was scheduled to
begin in summer 1965 serving about 100,000 children. -The responses of
Community Action Agencies (CAA's) and Local Education Agencies (LEA's) such
as the public schools were overwhelming. The hastily gathered staff,

. working late at night and weekends, managed to process grants authorizing
service to 561,000 children. All of the support and training services
were put togecher under similar pressure by pediatricians, social workers,
~ducators, psychologists, and administrators under the guidance of

Dr. Jul:us B. Richmopd, first Directotr of Head Start, and Mr. Jules
Sugarman, the Deputy Director. .

Local evaluation studies,‘national reports of services provided,
and the reports from consultants and communities generally indicated that
despite the believableé mix-ups, confusion and delays, the program was
resoundingly successful in reaching poor children and their families,
people long thought to be unreachablé by ''the Establishment' or its
representatives., The myth’ that poor families were indifferent to their .
children's welfare was exploded by the initial response to Head Start
and the continued support and virtualdy unaminous support found in every
survey of those served, and evident in the action.initiated by parents
at the local level to support the Head Start program.

A few summer programs continued to operate in 1965-1966, while the agency
cdught its breath and began preparing for what clearly was going to be the next
year. During this perlod program objectives became more clearly defined,
the role and function of different components were elaborated, training
programs were planned for staff at all levels, and work was begun on the Head
Start manual and the series of pamphlets (the "Rainbow Series") that pro--
vide the national framework of expectations and approaches. A national

research and evaluation program was also developlng under the 1eadersh1p
of Dr. Edmund Gordon. -

Summer 1966 thus was the 'shake-down' year for the newly organized
project; more of the summer 1966 programs continued to operate in 1966-67,
and new full-year grantees were funded throughout FY67. 1In part, the
decision to fund the more expensive full-year programs was based on the
belief derived from theory and early evaluation data that longer, more
intensive experiences were needed for children and their families to
benefit as fully as intended in the objectives. Summer 1967 was the first
fully operational program, with .most staff trained and most support systems.
in place. The 1967-68 full-year prpgrams similarly were the first where

implementation of the Head Start 1dea could be expected to approach the
quality intended.

In 1967-68, two new programs were developed, again based on theory
and evaluation evidence. The Parent and Child Centers served extremely
deprived families with children from 0 to 3, in the ‘belief that for many
children, Head Start was "too little -and too late. Project Follow-
Through extendsd Head Start upward in K, 1, 2, and 3rd grades, in the
belief that f the gains associated with Head Start were to continue, the
pub11c schocls as institutions would have to change, becoming more like

P S

3



Head Start in parent participation and in offering comprehensive secrvices
and enriched classroom experiences. By summer 1968, data from studies

of Head Start and other preschool programs were reasonably consistent in

showing immediate benefits, usually greater for the longer programs, and

a leveling off in performance after the children entered public schools.

The Westinghouse Report on the public school achievement of children
who had attended summer 1965, 1966, 1967, and 1968 programs and full year
1965, 1966, and 1967 projects confirmed these earlier reports of a
"catch-up" by non-Head Start children after the second year of public
school (Cicirelii et al., 1969). The Westinghouse Repdrt led (a) to
conversion of many, presumably less effective summer programs to full-
year programs, (b) to an emphasis on finding maximally effective cuyriculums
 for Head Start and Follow-Through, and (c) to a widespread feeling that
"Head Start was a failure." In subsequent years, losses of funds have meant
cutbacks in the program that have been slowly restored as some new funds
became available. (Head Start Fact Sheet, Appendlx B.) Only a few new

_programs have been funded since 1968.

In 1969, operation cf Head Start was delegated by OEO to the
Department of Health, Education and Welfare to be administered by the
newly created Office of Child Development (OCD). Under the guidance of
Dr. Edward F. Zigler, first Director of OCD, and Mr. Richard E. , Orton,
Acsociate Director for Project Head Start and Child Service Programs,

Head Start has turned increasingly to experimental programs examining
innovative ways of serving children and their families. The present ,
report is thus to a certain extent a national statement of accountability
on some aspects of the immediate impact of the 1967-68 and 1968-69 Head
Start programs and is part of an on-going effort, begun in 1968-69 and

" now scheduled for completion in 1974, to find cut what kind of classroom
exXpériences can best contribute to Head Start's objectives for the
psychological development of low—income children.

(A

This brief history is summarized iﬁ Table 1.1 which show /by
year funds appropriated, programs funded and children served.=

B. Some Research and Evaluation Issues Associated with Head Start
Initially, two issues received considerable attention in Head Start
evaluations,; both those funded by Head Start and the many initiated by
" other agencies and individuals: (1) is the program delivering the
services it is obligated to deliver to eligible children and families?
and 62) is the program of benefit as expected to children and thelr

families?
\\

\

~, : )

~ ) AW
1/7 References\Ethributing to this section include: Stearns (1971);
Datta (1969;; Grotbe{F (1969); Cicirelli et al. (1969).




Table I.1

HEAD START FUNDS;‘PROGRAMS AND CHILDREN, 1965 THROUGH 1973
(Dollars in Millions)

i

Year FY Funds Grants Children
Summer 1965 66 $85.0 2,397 561,000
Full Year 1965-66 - — -
Summer 1966 67 98.0 1,645 573,000
Full Year 1966-67 81.9 470 160,000
Summer 1967 | 68 116.6 1,249 . 466,300
Full Year 1967-6& 210.4 750 215,100
Summer 1968 69 91.0 1,185 476,000
Full Year 1968-69 - 192.0 709 217,700
Summer 1969 70 30.2 1,100 - 446,900
Full Year 1969-70 : 212.3 700 216,700
Summer 1970 | 71 26.1 T 504 - 117,461 )
Full Year 1970-71 - 298.7 1,152 264,714
Summer 1971 72 22.0 450 .-~ 89,600
Full Year 1971-72 317.5 1,225 - 278,880
Summer 1972 ‘ 73 . 20.0 . 425 - 77,600
Full Year 1972-73 335.1 1,240 " 281,280

2/

To these questions have been added three others:—
1) Does the success, or failure, of Head Start viewed solely as a
compensatory education program mean compensatory education has succeeded, .

or failed? :

2)‘ How durable are the benefits of very early, early, primary
school and later interventions?

3) What program (curriculum model or épproach) works best?

2/ Identification of these orly implies that these are popular.questioﬁs;
it does not imply that they are necessarily the most appropriate or the
most relevant from theé point of view of an ideal evaluation of a program
such as Head Start. '
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The first two questions may seem heavy burdens to bear for a new
agency, creating and training its staff in new careers, often caught in
the yearly turmoil of budget justifications and re-organizations. They
should not, however, be indefinitely deferred® program documentation,
analysis and effects can contribute much to program planning however
complex the skein of idea, implementation, and assessment. However fragile
available measures or limited possible designs, evaluation data are
collected, analyzed, reported and used for program decisionmaking.

Where these are child and family data, interpretation of such
evaluation is often difficult. Collection of data on child arnd family
.development should be, in our view, among the Vvery last steps in a social
change process that begins with identification of a social problem,
continues with the conceptualization of possible solutions to the problem,
moves to small-scale "tryouts" of the idea, then develops a delivery
or managerial system-for implementing the idea, which finally--if all
of these prior steps have gone well--will have major effects on children
and families. In this paradigm, a "positive" finding is likely to indicate
"success' at every prior stage. A 'negative'" finding is uninterpretabls
if the study involves only.''outcome" assessment: the failure could be
at any one or at several of the Stages between identification of social
need and outcome.

\'\

Like most asse$sments, almost all Head Start evaluations are of P
outcome; only recently have evaluations begun to study the whole process
to identify where success and the breakdowns, if any, have occurred. By
referring to other studies and to some of the history outlined earlier,
it will be possible to place the 1967-68 and 1968-69 findings in & broader
perspective than the study design itself provides. ’ :

C. A Brief Overview of Head Start Evaluations

Head Start evaluations can be grouped in four categories: K descriptive
studies of program compliance with the guidelines, one-site research and
evaluation reports, summative (overall) nation=i impact studies, and
national intervention and interactive model studies,

l.. Descriptive Studies. Between summer 1965 and summer 1970,
the Bureau of the Census conducted, at the request of Head Start, surveys
of ‘random samples of Head Start programs, ceuters, classes, staff and
children, The questionna}xes were designed by Head Start evaluation staff
and program specialists to assess compliance with national guidelines and .
to describe Head Start programs. A series of Treports prepared by Barbara
Bates of the Office of Child Development provides an extensive description
of each summer and full-year program since 1965. In general, the findings
indicate compliance with Head Start guidelines , but also detail the sub-
stantial variation within the guidelines of child, family, staff and other

[
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“program characteristics. These reports indicate that Head Start is not a
homogeneous program: . the diversity matches and perhaps exceeds that of
the population served, since variations in program elements themselvese
overlay pcpulation characteristics. In addition, the Census surveys have
identified areas where programs are not providing the required level of
service. These data suggest that while most programs are in compliance
with most guidelines, program quality is (a) uneven within components and
(b) likely to vary from extremely good to very poor, from class.to class
and from project to project. Variations seem, predictably, to be greater
in the early programs than in more recent years; trend analyses have shown
steady progress in many areas of significance to Head Start with provision of
extensive in-service training and election of parents to_Pelicy Councils.
N
2. One-site Research and Evaluation Reports. Most of these
reports are available through the ERIC Early Childhood Education
Clearinghouse (University of Illinois: Urbana, Illinois). Many were .
funded by Head Start to assess the. immediate effects of program partici-
pation- on child development and to follow the children after they entered
public school. Some have control groups of nonjparticipating children;
some involve pre and post measurement; some are after-only studies.
Several have rigorous experimental de81gns comparlng the immediate and .
longer—range effects of program participation in "traditional," and
"experimental' Head Starts. Something of this variety exists, it should
be noted, in the research studies of. experimental preschool programs, not -
all of whick.have pre and post measures with eligible ¢hildren assigned
at randon to experimental and control conditions. The findings from
these studies have been reviewed by Grotberg (1969), Datta (1969), Stearns
(1971), Butler (1970), Miller (1968), Weikart (1967) and others. ~

In general it has been found that most intervention programs have a
statistically reliable effect on cognitive and linguistic-performance, and
that the gains are greater when (a) the program is directed toward "
specific educational objectives, and (b) the children part1c1pate for an
‘eight- to nine-month period as contrasted to summer only.

Programs selecting children with marked developmentzl.lags, programs in
which the educational objectives are clearly identified and daily activities
painstakingly matched to these objectives, and programs which are taught
by the researcher or are supervised by him are iikely to show very large
gains and average or above average final levels of attainment. In these
programs, few interactions with child characteristics are xeported. Programs
with children who are initially more competent, (as measured by the
tests ) programs with broadly stated objectives, and programs with little
supervision directed to the classroom experience are likely to show .modest
benefits and may reporc more interactions.
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It is of interest that most reports have either failed to find direct
psychometric evidence of personal-social development or have not attempted
to measure it, although "increasing the self-concept" is a frequently stated
goal. This reflects in part the faect that there are few entirely satis-
factory measures of cognitive, perceﬁtual—motor, linguistic and academic
skills for preschool children wnd, at prescnt, no published measures of*

_personal-social growth rated as satisfactory by reviewers. One important
exception is Emmerich's report (1971) that Head Start children show
‘substantial gains in socialization|, cooperation and task-orientation and
decreases in aggressiveness and .timidity within the first six months of the
.program. This finding .(based OR\\~tual observation of children, not tests)

_ 1s' consistent with similar changes reported in Head Start children by
Dittman et al. (1971) in the clinical case histories also derived from
observations and interviews, rather than tests. These studies lend support
‘to the Zigler and Butterfield (1968) conclusion that changes in .personal=-
"social attitudes such as trust in |adults and motivation may be readily *
achieved by intervention and-may actually account for many so-called changes

r cognitive abllity as measured in the usual testing situation.

I

With due regard for methodolbglcal and other limits to present knowl-
edge, most researchers conclude that immediate changes in-the development ,
of low-income preschool children are tvpically consequences of intervention
programs, consequences that are well within the current state-of- thé} rt
for small-scale programs and ‘at least theoretically possible with proper
supervision and effort in larger-scale projects.

Why then, have many other researchers concluded that ''compensatory

education has been €tried and apparently has failed" (Jensen 1969)?
" For one thing, the large effects with above—average final levels are not

that frequently reported. To-date, only classes taught by the researchers,'
themselves (5 prigle, Englemann) have yielded mean performances at the superior
or gifted levels. Only classes under the direct supervision of the researcher
(and not always then) yield. large gains and average final levels (Weikart,
Karnes) . Most reports find statistically y reliable gains and/or slightly
below-average final levels. .

Secondly, most~-but not all--followup studies have found a "catchup
effect." The experimental (E) children do not gain as rapidly after they
enter public school although earlier gains are mot lost: Control (C)

: children show a spurt which, while slight, is often enough to reduce the

# - E-C difference to statistical mon-significance. Almost all one-site
Head Start followup studies and almost all followup studies of
experimental presdhools.have reported this phenomenon for most measures.
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While there have long been important exceptions (Beller, 1971), until

very rccently (Sprigle, 1971) there-has been nc instance of substantial
>ffects persisting for three or four years after the children enter

regular public schools. The recent report of Sprigle's Learning to Learn

_ programs shows large, high final level and durable differences between

E and C two years after the children have left the progzam. Understanding

why this.program has been so effective may, in. conjunction with analyses

of other data, congritute a “"break-through" in the’ development of child
develovment programs. _ e S AR

3. National Impact Studies. Only ong national impact study has
been reported for Head Start where .the.objective has teen’ to assess

_mdyefall effects rather than relate program characteristics fe outcome.
The Westinghouse Report (Cicirelli et al., 1969) was' funded by the OEO .

Division of Research, Program Planning and Evaluation in summer 1968.
The design involved comparison of the performance -0of Head Start and
non-Head Start children in 104 sites who, were in the firstg second and
third grades in October-November 1968. About two-thirds of the children’
had attended summer programs. Measures included the -Metropolitan Readiness
and Achievement tests, the individually administered Illinoig Test .of .

.Psycholinguistic Abilities, and three experlmental self»concept, schol astic

motivation and attitudes tqward school®inventories. Teacher ratings and
parent interviews were also collected. Although aspects of the study are
me'tiiodolugically controversial (Smith and Bissell,  1979), the findings
are similar to those of the earlier one-site reports. Children tested
soon after leaving Head Start achleved hlgher scores than controls; the
second and third graders showed a ''catchup" pattern. There was no

: ) : o A
evidence of motivational benefits or of benefits from attendance in the
summer Head Starts, as measured by the criterion tests. Both the initial
analyses of Cic1rel]1 et al. and the reanalyses of Smith and Bissell showed
that in some groups (Southern, biack; urban) the Head Start children were
substant ially better off than tbz nonparticipant controls. These results

)

-are also similar to” the findings of the l965tsummer programs reporteu by

Coleman et al. (1966).

Wh1le the findings of the Westinghouse heport were similar to thoss
of other studies, the conclusions drawn were not. Most vesearchers
interpreting similar findings had concluded that programs should be-

“extended through primary schobl. Cicirelli et al. concluded that most

Head Start programs did not have the etfects expected and recommended

curtailing the ineffectilve summer prOJects and improving the .educational
program by 1nstallinb known successful models. An experimental ‘approach
to Head Start was strongly urged While many writers, bolstered by eusrly
reports, from Follow-Through aid other studies where programs are extended
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upward ir. whole or in part, continue to advocate comprehensive long-term

interventions; other writers (Bereiter, Rohwer) have questioned.the "mystique"

of early interventionr and recommended interventions directed to career :
training at the late primary or junior high school ages. Wargo et al. (1971)
found little evidence, however, that later interventions were more successful
or durable than preschool programs; if anything,.preschools appeared more
"successful." From many points of view, these alternative recommendations

. “and interpretations help maintain a perspective on development as a continuous
process, whose ''important periods" occur throughout the life of an- individual:
recognition of the importance of early childhood should not mean an under-
emphasis on the opportunicies and needs of later childhood and youth.

4. National Intervention and Interaction Studies. Most natiermal
evaluations funded by Head Start are based on an interactive assumption:

. the belief tha% different programs have different effects on different

children. Prompted in part by Hunt' s description of the import qnce of
the proper "match" between the child's competencies and the program's
challenges and in part by the diversity of Head Start children which
seemed too great to be equally well served by one apprcach, this belief
has been shared by such researchers as Di Lorenzo and Salter (1969) and
Karnes (1969), wbo ha.e investigated the different effects of several .
well~known curricula.
Head Start national evaluations have included..a review of the’ summer
1965 reports (Plamning Research Corporation), an analysis of the associates
‘of the'first full year (1966) prograh experience (Planning Research
Corporation) an evaluation of the summer 1966 Head Start programs
(Educational Testing Service), a study of .the effects of Head Start on
" community institutions (Kirschner Associates), the Head Start/Follow—
Through Planned Variation .Longitudinal Study (Bissell, 1971), and the
ETS  Longitudinal Study (Shipman, 1970). From 1966 to 1969, the major
evaluation program was undertaken by the 14 Head Start Research and
Evaluation Centers. .(See .Table I.2.) '

i

In all of these studies, assessments of program and teacher character-—
istics and of classroom process varjables have received as much attention
as assessment of initial and final levels of performance. The analyses
in these projects have been directed to identifying the conditions

- associated with greatest gain for different children. .

For summer 1966 and full year 1966 teacher and program characteristics
were not in general reliably associated with changes or differences in.
language, cognitive or personal-social development. A number of correlations

" hés been identified, however, as worthy of further investigation; for ekample,
the negative relation between SB gains and structured classes and positive

-
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correlations with - informational—pldyfui"aspects. There has been to this
date relatively little evidence from the Head Start data that child,

fdamily or program characteristics are differentially assoc1ated;w1th
magnitude of gain during the Head Start experience. While in every studv,
some differential effects and interactions appear, the small size of

the effects and the infrequency of the interactions are more striking.
.Methodological problems inherent in these earlier data mean that
interpretations must be made *cautiously: one .explanation was that the
range of classroom characteristicsxwéﬁ-not sufficiently iarpe in the

1965 and 1966 programs to permit a sensitive test of the .interaction
hypothesis, and that the measures were too academicallv oriented. The
need to test the interactive hypothesis as sensitively as possible has
prompted the evolution of Head Start national evaluations frem simple
random,.sample desipgns (1966 summer) to planned variations or interventions
intended to influence what the classes look 1like (1969, 70 and 71).

The evaluation data reported here are intermediate stages in this
evolution. In 1967-68, naturally' occurring variations were sampled;
in 1968-69, about one—third of the classes were '"regular' Head Start
programs and two~thirds were experimental programs.

Table 1.2

HEAD START: NATIONAL RESEARCH AND EVALUATION STUDIES,
' 1965 THROUGH 1972

Year . _Project

Symmer 1965 Local research \studies; PRC report; Census Study
Summer 1966 . ETS national aluation, Census survey

Full Year 1966-67 _ E&Rec

Summner 1967
Full Year 1967-68

er study; Census survey

esearch studies; Census survey
center study; Census survey

Summer 1968 Local research; Census shrvey :

Full Year 1968-69 - E & R center study; Census survey; ETS longitudinal
‘ study, Year lj (Westinphouse report, spring 1969)

Summer 1969 Census surveay -

Full Year 1969-70 Planned Variation, Year 1; ETS 10np1tud1na] study,

‘ . . Year 2; Census survey; community impact study
' .

Summer 1970 - Census survey :

Full Year 1970-71 - Planned Variation, Year 2; ETS- 10np1tud1na1 studv,
Year 3; Census survey

Summer 1971 : Health Start Year 1

Full Year 1971-72 Planned Variation, Year 3; Home Start Year 1j

' ETS lonpitudinal studv Year 43 ‘parent participation

study

Summer 1972 Health Start Year 2

Full Year 1972-72 " Home Start, Year 2; ETS longitudinal study, Year 5;

staff mobility study
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. CHAPTER 11

THE DESIGN OF THE STUDY AND SFLECTION OF MFASURES

A} Methodol cal Issues

Evaluation methodology has changed rapidly since 1965 when the
first Head Start proprams were funded. So rapid are these changes
that in the two or three Vears between study design, data collection,
analysis, and preparation of the final report, the design is likely
to be obsolete. Studies likely to be designed in 1970-73 as.compared
with evaluation studies designed in 1965-68 are liable to be:

1). Less over-—optimistic about how long it takes to implement an idea.
1972 studies of new programs such as Health Start and Home Start involve
assessment of the planning process, of staff selection and training,
of program management and administration, and will allow about three
years before impacts on the target population are assessed.

2) Closely linked to program objectives., 1972 evaluatdrs work
with program management to, identify objectively how the manager will know
if the program is successful and when short-term, intermediate, and
longer-term effects are expected. Evaluators in 1972 are more
conscious of the need for prior development of sensitive, reliable
measures, or when the program is launched, alert those concerned to the
fact that.some objectives .cannot be measured satisfactorily. Measures
are more likely to be criterion-referenced indicators of specific behaviors
to be changed and less likely to be exclus1vely indicators of "transfer"
or "generalized" effects.

3) More effiC1ently designed. The limitations of quasi- experlmental
designs, of post hoc matches, of gain scores, and of covariance adjustments
to compensate for playing fast and loose with the design required for rigor-
cus statistical inference have become more apparent. The problem is not
only one of assessing change, but also of belng able to ascribe the change
to a program intervention, which is what most evaluation ‘is required to
accomplish, or to impute relatlve change to different kinds of treatments
or programs. The minimum design required, unless there are nationally
standardized measures .of effect and the program is administered to a simple
random national sample, involves a control group which does not receive the
experimental treatment, one selected at random from applicants for the
experimental treatments. Many evaluation theorists are now advocating
adherence to minimal design criteria even if this means smaller samples
for nationally important studies.
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The studies reported here were designed with some hut not ﬁerfect
foresight. Among the limitations (from a 1972 persnective) are:

1) Lack of controls who have not attended Head Start.

2) Non~-random assignment of children to different program
types within Head Start.

3) Use of "transfer' tests rather than criterion-referenced
measures and ''transfer' tests. ‘

4)  Non~uniformity of time and conditions of data collection.
; .

Among the advantages of these 1967 and 1968 studies are:

1) .. "Extensive descriptions of what actuallv happened in the
classes.
2) Data on child, family and program characteristics for large

national samples over a two-year period so replication is possible.
3) Concern with personal-social as well as academic development.
4) Initial and final measurement.

v In 1966-67, 470 full-year programs serving 160,000 children were
funded. Funding Began in the summer of 1966 and continued throughout FY66.
By January 1967, only about 50 percent of the programs that were to be
funded during the year were actually operating. "Evaluation of these
programs was primarily vested in 14 regioqﬂfnUhiversity—based Evaluation
and Reseevch (E & R) Centers. Not all of jthese Evaluation and Research
Centers could be funded in Septembér; the 'last Center did not begin
operation until earlv in 1967. The overlap of the beginning of full-year
Head Start classes with operation of E & R Centers was not comnlete so
that the 1966-67 data do not provide an ideal "pre" and "post" .study. The
average interval between first and second testing was only four months, and
some children were enrolled for as long as seven months before they were
first tested. The studv was designed and measures selected by the 14
Evaluation and Research Center Directors and Head Start national office
staff. Data were collected by the centers and analyzed under the direction
of the national office.

The Evaluation and Research Centers were in operation from 1966 to
1969 when the planned variation project was bepun, and the Centers phased
out. The designs and measures developed in the three-vear neriod are
summarized in Table II1.1. (See also NDatta, 1969).

“*
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Table II.1

HTAD START NATIONAL EVALUATION DESIGNS AND MEASURFS

Selection
of children

Common Measures

~ .

Classroom
activity

Teacher char-
acteristics
Class
resources and
facilities
-Family back-
ground
‘Administration
Cognitive ‘
performance

.- Motivation
Social
adjustment .

Special Measures

Data Collection

Mean week of
Pretest

Mean week of
Posttest
Mean interval
of weeks

% with prior
Head Start

random within
class

ORF

questionnaire

observer form

interview

Binet

er———Achievement— " PST

teacher rating

12
28
16

30

all in each
class

0SCI I

questionnaire

observe:r form

interview

tester réting

- tester rating;

SIO ;

four clusters

1966, 1967, AND 1968
1966 1967 1968
.Design

N classes 226 . 177 148

N children 1806 1889 1989
Selection _ T .

of classes variability by variabhility by experimental

category class process interventions |

no prior H/S

0scI II, POT,
teacher question-
naire
questionnaire

observer form

iqperview

checklist
Binet

PSI, GUMP
tester rating
tester rating, .
sociometric

Special for each
experiment

32
25

29
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1. Design

In 1966, classes were selected to provide variability by the
delegated agency operating the program (Community Action Agency or
. Local Educational Agency), location (rural/urban), and child ethnicitv
(black, white, Spanish-surnamed, Polynesian). As many classes as _
possible were studied. Samples of 6-8 children within each class were -
selected. :

In 1967, information on classroom stvle and process for individual

" teachers as provided by regional office staff was used to select classes.

‘A disttibution on the 1966 characteristics was also sought. Fewer
classes were studied, and all children within each class were to be
included. This design might possibly, but not inevitably, provide a
less representative sample of Head Start programs than in 1966. However,

it offered a greater :opportunity to assess differential effects within
a classroom.

In 1968, many E & R directors felt that the ''matural variation"
approach meant that too few sites were exemplars of new ideas in early
childhood education and some believed program effectiveness. was not
uniformly high, if performance on achievement and cognitive tests was
the criterion. Each E & R director developed a research design in an

area of particular interest with comparison (regular) Head Start classes
and intervention classes. Insofar as possible the interventions were
diverse including projects emphasizing language, basic cognitive processes,
parent education, community participation, setting of objectives, and
facilities. The designs are summarized in Table I1I1.2. There were no
sampling requirements other than the selection of children with no more
than four months of prior Head Start experience and the national geo-
graphic dispersion due to location of the E & R Centers. Most Center
directors chose®sites relatively near to their universities, with atten-
tion to the rural/urban distributions. This design would permit greater
inference about curriculum and interactive effects but would not necessarily
be programmatically represéntative of Head Start classes. Since nationally
representative Census samples were drawn in 1968-69, divergence from many
national child/staff characteristics could be checked, and, it was expected,

either appropriate statistical adjustments made, or conclusions properly
limited. ' '
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Tabfe I1.2
EVALUATION AND RESEARCH CENTER DESIGNS, 1968-~69 - ,
, O
2/ - No. ?f Clasz7s o »
Center— c3 J Objective of Intervention or Studv
Boston ‘ 4 8 Effects of community participation
Syracuse 14 - - Teacher praise/blame behavior
"Bank Street 8 8 " Comparison of Bank Street and.
"structured” HS
Temple ° & 6 ; . Effects of preatly enriched materials
South Carolina - 12 Languaée development programl
Tulane - 10. Languagé development ﬁrograml
Southern 1 11 Language/parent educationl/
Texas : 2 11 Language development programl
Kansas - 4 7 Behavior modification tfaining
Michigan - 9 Piagetian training-cognition
UCLA - ' 8 .10 Teacher feedback on progress of
: evaiuation
- _ . 1/
Hawaii - .8 Language/parent education™—

“

T . . _ - .
L Tulane, South Carolina and Texas all had one design and program;
Hawaii/Southern also had another design and program.

2/ The Uniééfsity-of Chicago (Dr. V. Shipman) and Teachers' College
(Dr. R. Thorndike) participated in the 1966-67 and 1967~68 studies only.

Comparison, regular Head Start classes.

(@]
L}

Experimental Head Start classes.

t
"
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2.  Measures

In everv evaluation, parent and class data have been collected
and efforts made to develop and collect child data appropriate to.the
several Head Start objectives. It has, however, proved difficult to
create reliable, readily interprcted and easily administered measures
which are also psychologically meaningful for different age and cultural
groups. In many studies, the evaluatoy is caught between investing in
(a) new measures that look meaningful but may be very costly.- to use or
prove to be insensitive or unreliable, and (b) available measures that
may be inappropriate developmentally or culturally, and thus uninter-
pretable--or worse, misleading because the-usual interpretation is well
known but invalid fqr the Head Start population.

The 1966 measures 1ncluded the Stanford-Binet, interpreted as a
measure of general cognitive performance; the Preschool Inventory,

interpreted as a measure of achievement and schocl readiness; and the
Head Start Behavior Rating Scale, completed by the teacher for each
child. The Observer Rating Form (ORF) describing teacher style in the
classroom completed the main battery.

In 1967, a large investment was made in collecting very detailed
information on child/child and child/adult classroom interactions. The
Social Interaction Observation (SI0) measures werc collected pre, mid,,
and final, and involved 45 minutes of free play observation in 1Q second
intervals, about 2900 records per child each of which could contain
between three and ten discrete "bits' of information. A tester
rating form to describe the child's adaptatio# to the testing situation

~—————was added, and a detailed record of classroom activity (0SCI) was
" obtained for five davs spread throughout the year, In addition, E & R

centers formed four clusters which collected finer-grained measures of
the child's (a) personal-social development, (b).language, perceptual
motor and - Cognltlve development, (c) teacher and classroom, and (d)
family characteristics. ’

In 1968, the 0SCl was revised to record both classroom activity
and teacher behavior, a checklist of administrative variables and

a rating form for teacher style/sanctions were developed, the parent

“interview was augmented, and a sociometric measure and a new test of

achievement motivation for. preschool children (Gumpgookies) were
adopted. hatlonal training for OSCI observers and parent interviewers,
and a national coordlnatlng center " to help ensure unlformlrv of

datd collection and coding were provided.
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The 1967-68 and 1968-69 mqasq}es and the rationale for their selection
are described in the following section. The 1966 measures ire not included

since this report is directed to the 1967' and 1968 program vears. In

addition, the cluster measures (1967) and special meaSures appropriate
for the E & R Center intervention (1968) are not discussed. The cluster
measure data have not been analyzed, in part because some of the
experimental tests Proved unreliable and in part because the common core
data received priority. Information on the special measures is available
in the individual reports on their experiments submitted by E & R Center
directors to the national Head Start office.’

B. Measure Selection and Psychometric Characteristics

For 1968-69, chlld family and teacher- progrém information was
collected through the use of 24 forms, questionnaires or test instruments.

‘Information available on the child included pre- and posttests on the

following instruments: Stanford-Binet, an Inventory of Factors Affecting
the Stanford-Binet, Gumpgookies, Hertzig-Birch Response Style, Sociometric
Play Situation, Animal House Scale of the Wechsler Preschool and Primary
Scale of Intelligence (AH-WPPSI), and the Preschool Inventory. In
addition, the Child Master Data card used in 1967 68 data collection was
used again. o

1. Child and Family Variables (1968-69)

The. Stanford-Binet was developed as an intelligence test, that is,

a measure of the individual's ability tc learn from experience. This
interpretation requires that the individual tested have been exposed

to experiences similar to those of individuals on whom the measure was
standardized. 1In the 1960 revision of the Binet, the’ standardlzatlon
sample is considered to overrepresent white, and more advantaged children.
Even if the sample had been representative of the ethnic \and economic
circumstances of children in the general population, the performance

of any group whose life experiences diverged from the standardization

. sample as a whole would have to be interpreted, as both an indication

of experience per se and ability to learn from experience. The high
I0's of more advantaged children therefore indicate a greater ability
to perform certain tasks but the ability is due both to possible
differences in learning capacity and certain differences in life
circumstances that favor performance or test items. The lower performance
typically achieved by a child from economically constricted circumstances
indicates less ability on the skills measured by the Binet but the level
of performance is due both to possible differences in learning capacity
and certain differences in life circumstances that do not favor
performance. on .test items. In addition, willingness to perform and
adaptation to the test situation influence performance on any measure
1n this study, and further attenuate interpretations that might reflect
"native capacity.’
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*As a measure of performance, the Binet absolute level has repcatedly
been found sensitive to intervention of manv kinds: relative position
within groups exposed to the same interventions changes much less. Where
the intervention is Very effective, the individunl differences within
groups may in fact be increased, as children more able to learn respond
to the opportunities they have not previously had. The Binet frequently
has been reported to predict school achievement as well as rate of learn-
ing a variety of new tasks.

i

The Inventory of Factors Affecting the Stanford-Binet is a modification
of the face sheet of the Stanford-Binet (SB). The tester rates the child
on hi's observed behaviors during the SB testing situation. The adaptation
used was.prepared by Dr. Herbert Zimiles of the Bank Street College of
Fducation and Dr. Carolyn Stern of UCLA. The ratings reflect traits such

as impulsivity, concentration, and activity level. . ——

i

The Gumpgookies (GUMP) is an experimental test of achievement
motivation (Ballif and Adkins, 1968) designed for preschool children.
The pre form consisted of 100 items while the post form consisted of
55 items. Since the origiual form was considered too long to administer
to young children, 45 of the 100 items were discarded on the basis of
E & R Center critiques of the 100.items and psychometric data. Each
item consists of a card containing two-"'Casper the I'riendly Ghost"-like
creatures, one of which is intended to exhibit more achievement—oriented
behavior than the other. For example, one figure might be successfully
completing a task such as building a block tower while the other figure
might have fallen blocks -ail around him. The child is then asked which
"Gumpgookie" is his "Gumpgookie." Internal consistency reliability for
the Gumpgookies is-.76. ’ '

The Hertzig-Birch Response Style Instrument, like the Inventcry of
‘Factors Affecting the Stanford-Binet, is given in conjunction with the
SE (Hertzig et al,, 1968) and is designed to measure various cognitive
styles that the child employs when responding to SB items. For example,
a distinction is made between a wrong response wher2 a child "works" at ]
a problem solution and a Wrong response where a child dées not '‘work' at R
a problem solution. Hertzig, Birch et al, (1968) have demonstrated dif-
ferences in these cognitive styles among various ethnic and SES groupa.

In the Spciometric Play situation developed.by Dr. Robert Boger, -
each child selects (a) three play situations depicted on six choice
cards and’ then (b) the photograph of a preferred classmate to put into
each of the three play situations. Measures of each child's popularity
and isolation can be derived from this instrument. The structure of
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the ohservations resulted in artifactual ;;Elbost cbrrelatiohs; that

is, tf some childrem's popularity increased from midsession to post,

the remaining children'y popularity has td decrease due to constraints

impused upon the children's ratings. Analyses with other measures given

at the same time, or a cateforical use of the data with particular .

attention to the isolate, seem metrically promlslng under such circumstances.
The Animal House Scale of Wechsler Preschool and Primary Scale of

Intelligence (AH-WPPSI) is similar to a Digit~Symbol or Coding Test.

A key at the top of a board has pictures of different animals, each

with a differently colored cylinder ("house’") under it. The task

involves inserting the correctly colored cvllnder in the hole beneath

each animal on the board. The score is @ function of the tlme, errors,

and omissions. The WPPSI ig also a standardlzed test of abllitv to

learn. This subtest was selected as a relatively culture fair

performance measure of abllity to learn a new task.

—_—

The Preschool Inventorv (PSI1) was _originally developed in 1965 to
assess the level of cognitive maturation of ‘Head:Start children. It was
designed to measure skills that are believed necessary for success in
entering elementary school. There are four subgcales and a total
scale for this instrument. The four subscales are the Social Respon--
siveness Scale, the Associative Vocabulary Scale, the Concept
Activat10n~Numer1ca1 Scale, and the Concept Activation— Sensory Scale.

These scales are highly 1ntsrcorre1ated The total score is derived from
the respoises to 76 items. The PST Sseems to be measuring cognitive func-
. tioning at a more concrete level than the SB, and is interpreted as a
measure of. achievement or school readiness, The form used in 1968-69 was
- an experimental version developed for this study which has since become the
standard.measure commercially available (ETS). Performance data
from the 1967-68 E & R sample contributed to item selection and revision
and .the 1968-69 E & R pre data are now the national standardlzatlon sample
data for low-income children.

" Information on the. tamlly was available from the following
questionnaires and subitems. Farent Interview=Pre, Parent’ Interv1ew—Post,
First Day of School question, and the Adult-Child lnfluence Technlques
items. The latter two were part of the parent 1nterviews

The Parent Interview—Pre confained questions pertaining to socio-
economic level such as family income, father.s occupation, mother's
‘ education, and father's education. There were alsv measures of the
mother's expectations, aspirations, attitude toward education, and
. attitude toward life in general. These latter items are interpreted as
locus~of-control measures.

Locus~of-cohtrol (internal/external) reflects the individual's
serise of power (internal control) versus helplessness (external). The
individual with a sense.of internal control believes he has  the

\)4 i ve . .
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power to coatrol his own life and its circumstances and to influence

the lives of others and the behavior of authorities. The individual with
a sense of external control believes he has little command over what
happens to him and his life circumstances and little ability to change,
influence or modify the lives of others. I/E has been found to:predict
which individuals among those ‘sharing constricted life circumstances are
able to overcome these circumstances. In the Coleman (1966) survey, for
example, the black children with high test performance also had high 1
scCcres., In other studies, I/E changes have been associated with change
in achievement. virection of causality is open to question: Are the
high I individuals more accurate in rating their influence and power -
because they'are more competent, or are they better able to take

advantage of wharever opportunities they have because they believe they

can?

s

4

Information was also available on family structure, amount of reading
to the child, living space, parent participation in Head Start, and
various parental child control techniques. The Parent Inzerview-Post ’
administered at the end of the child's participation in Head Start
contained many of the same questions as the Pre-~Interview so that it
was possible to assess changes in the families' life styles and attitudes
from the beginning to-the end of the child's participation in the Head
Start program. In most instances, the mother provided the parent
information. '

The First Day of School items (Hess et al., 1969) involved
reporting a mother's response to the open—ended question "What would —
you ,tell your child to do on the first day of school?" The item .
measures how.the mother views the teacher, classroom, social situations,
ébhievement home~based preparation, and personal safety. A trained rater
places thought expressad by mother's "messages" into a number of a prior*
categories. The ‘ratings were done under the supervision of Dr. Robert Hess.
The measures have been found to be sensitive to social class differences
within black samples, to predlct preschool achievzment,, and to be rellable
predlctors of later schocl achievement. )

There were four Adult-Child Influence Techniques items. One
question asks the mother what is one of the worst things that her
Head Start child does and how does she (the wother) respond to it
A second questlon ‘asks the mother what are little annoying thlngSnthat
her Head Start child does and how doe§ she respoqd to them. The third and
fourth questions relate to what the child does that the mother likes and
likes a great deal, and how the mother responds when the chlld does these

favored things. The responses are then categorized by the parental means

of modifying or reinforcing the child's ongoing behavior. The broad -

A
categories along the main power dimension are non-intervention, interventicn,
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qualified power assertioun, and unqualified power assertion. This measure
was developed by Dr. Irving Sigel and Dr. Bela Fehrer. Coding was completed
under Dr. Fehrer's supervision. The first two items ‘also have ‘been. found' "
to predict preschool achievement and later school achievement. The last
two were experimental. o

t

2. Teacher-Program Variables (1968-69) )
Head Start teacher and program variables were measured by a
Post Program Teacher Interview, the Checklist of Administrative Variables, °
the Observation of Substantive Curricular Input, the Post Observation ’
Teacher Rating Scale, the Characteristics of Teaching Staff Form. and
a Pre and Post Class Facilities and Resources Inventory.
«The Teacher Interview questions explpred program focus, goals
considered important by the teacher, description of teaching approach,
and packaged programs used by the teacher. It was developed a3 an
independent reliabilitv measure for“the intervention studies of 1968-69 by
Dr. Lois-ellin Datta from inputs by all of the Head Start E & R Center Directors-

The Checklist of Administrative Variables was‘designed to determine
tt  person(s) responsible for each of the 31 key functions or'activities
the Head Start full-year program. Some sample questions are: Who
articipated in planning the parent orientation meeting program? Who
was involved' in making out the agenda for teachers' meetings? Prepared
by Dr. Shuell Jones (Tulane E & R director), it assessed, by teacher report.
whether or not events that should happen in a well-run Head Start program
¢id happen and if the people who should be invélved in making decisions
about these events (teachers and parents as well as the H/S director)
were involved. It is thus a measure of the quality of program administration

as seen by the Head Start teachers.
) ~

-

A - v kY
The QObservation of Substantive Curricular Input (OSCI) was developed
by Dr. Carolyn Stern. ~The OSCI involves a complex schedule that
is used by a trained obcarver to code the behavior of the class 'and
teacher.. The rater's tatck codsists of using a system of codes for describing
the wide variety of activities and program inputs found in Head Start

classrooms. .

1 - " . v ~

Briefly, the OSCI coding System is based on a series of jthree-
minute scans of ongoing activity in the classroom. In séme of the
three-minute scans the observer looks at what the children: are doing and
in other three-minute scans, the opserver looks at.what the teacher and
the aide are doing. For each three-~minute classroom scan, theslargest
proup of children is located and a numbér of major codes is recorded for
“this group. The major codes*reflect.the coﬁtext“pf the activity (e.g.,
building), content of _the activity (e.g., mechznical), the forms.of’
control (e.g., teacher controlledor child initiated), and teacher
iqvolvemedt (e.g., ptesent and watchiqg childfen).- Within the threé-

ooy ‘ S



. minute period, the observer then locates the next largest group, ‘and makes
the same recordings, proceeding likewise until the last group or 1nd1v1dua]
.child is observed in the three-minute time permitted. ”

A three-minute rgcord could potentially consist of one unit if all,
children were occupied in the same activity or as manv units as there are
children if each child was working individually. . For each three-minute
teacher scan, the observer records, among other things, thie teachér
context, teacher content, and teacher involvement for each of six 30-second
intervals comprising the three-minute scan period. The behavior of the
teacher aide is also recorded in a simiiar manner in other threze-minute
scans.

These teacher and classroom observations were collected on five

separate days spread through the midpoint -and end of the program year.
Each daily observation covered most of the day for the majority of
Head Start sample classes. Three—day training sessions for the observers
were held and the reliabilitv of each observer was checked. Observer
quzlity was also checked by reviewing each OSCI record at UCLA before
the next observation was made. Additional training was given if necessary.
The frequency of occurrences for selected content-context categories and
control categories were obtrined for both the class-centered and teacher-
centered observations for most Head Start sample classes and teachers,.
The simple class frequencies for the various categories were then inter-
correlated, factor analyzed, and the factors rotated. Likewise, the
simple teacher frequencies for the various categories were intercorrelated,
factor analyzed, and the factors rotated. For both the class and teacher

_ analyses, six rotated factors were retained for interpretatlon and factor

' - scores were calculated for ana1y31s purposes. -

The six teacher factors were labeled\as follows:
: ¢ :

TI Social-Emotional Interaction’ : :

TII - tftructured Lessons--Large Group

TIII Art Activities o

TIV  Creative Instruction--Small Group

TV Routines

©

TVI' Receptive Learning :

Teacher Factor TI (Social Emotioggl Interaction) was partlally defined by
emotlonal and social behavior of "the teacher. Teacher Factor TIL (Structured
Lessons—-Large Group) was partially defined by the teacher's use of -

- .
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Table IT.3

DESCRIPTION OF EACH OF 6 FACTORS BAS'D ON 66 TEACHER VARIABLES
WITH A LISTING OF THE VARIABLES LOADING .30 AND ABOVE*

Le*

1)

Fa¢tor TIL:
: .
4
. 18
55
15
20
47
41
58 -
65
62
60
63 -
42
59

E

visual discrimination/Activities

Structured Lessohsﬂ-Large Group

.85
.80
.76
.71
.60
-.59
.55
.49
.46
-.42
.38
-.38
.36
.35

“teacher/Active

language/Structured Lesson

visual disc:.mination/Structured Lesson
programmed materials

auditory discrimination/Activities
visual motor/Auditory Dlscrlminatlon
nothing/Nothing
rules/Activities-~Language

large group (11-20)

conteni directed to child

teacher uninvolved

teacher supervision

teacher not present.

rules/Routines

Variable ~ Factor _ :
Number Loading Variable Description
' Factor TI: Social-Emotional Interaction

43 _.66 emotional/All Contexts

32 .65 - social /Physical Contact

46 .64 - nothing/Not Applicable

16 .59 discrimination/Routines

66 . .58 content directed to other child
‘34 . .52 social interaction/All Contexts
25 .51 - verbal communication/Routines

~ 64 -.50 no content. directed

47 -.39 nothing /Nothing .
4 ~.37 ‘language/Structured Lesson

57 .39 medium group (5-10)

42 .39 rules/Routines ’

56 .38, small group (1-4) 2

33 .36 social phys./Activities, Lessons, Routines
65 .36 content directed to child

35 -.36 programmed materials.

58 -.34 large group (11~-20)

61 ) -.32 teacher setting up

17 .30

(continued)

A fgﬁ variables with loédiﬁgs under .30 have been retained as factor
They had maintained their position on those factors on other

descriptors.

solutions and with higher loadings.

These factor loadings were derived by

Dr. Carolyn Stern and her colleagues at the UCLA Head Start Evaluation
and Research Center.
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Table II.3 (continued)

Variable .- - Factor ‘ o
Number Loading Variable Descriptinn

Factor TIII: Art Activities

13 . .82 art /Painting
23 .68 verbal communication/Arts
52 .65 dramatic play equipment
45 ¥ -.54 nothing/Interval R )
- 31 -.50 - social/Interval . :
s 28 .33 gsocial verbal/Performing Arts '
40 .27 skills/Activities~Language - !
Factor TIV: Creative Instruction=--Small Group
56 .63 small group (1-4)
50 .61 large muscle equipi~nt
.19 .50 visual motor/Activities
51 49 small muscle equipment
27 .46 : social verbal/Activities = -. ,
g 48 . .45 science materials
22 .44 ~verbal communication/Activities
58 _ -b2! large group (11-20)
¢ 59 .38 teacher active :
21 ’ .35 perceptual-other/Activities-Language
28 .35 - social verbal/Performing Arts
29 .35 social verbal/Structured Lessons _
9 - .35 dramatic/Performing
38 . -.30 - mechanical/Eating
10 , .28 dramaticfActivities
14 . -.26 dance/Performing
39 ‘ -.25 - mechanical/Waiting
Factor TV: Routines - )
35 .56 mechanical/Activities
49 .55 large muscle equipment
27 .50 social verbal/Activities B
. ‘37 . .48 mechanical/Routines
30 .45 : social verbal/Routines
38 .45 mechanical /Eating -
47 ’ -.42 nothing/Nothing ,
59 .40 teacher active
36 40 mechanical/Clean Up oy -
11 .39 music/Musical Activity
12 : .38 ° music/Other Activities
5 ' .34 cognitive/Routines . ‘

(continued)
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Table II13 (continued)

Variable Factor :
Number Loading - ' . Variable Description
N : Factor TV: Routines (continued)
65 - .33 content directed to child
53 ‘ .32 music & drama materials
57 . .31 - medium group (5-10)
© 25 - .30 «  verbal communication/Routines

Factor TVI: Receptive Learning

<
1

2 - - .67 language/Watching-Listening
17 o .60 visual discrimination/Activities
54 .55 " language materials
44 .48 not applicable/Watching
24 48 verbal communication/Watching-Discussion
65 44 content directed ta .child
33 .39 social phys./Activities, Lessons, Routines
26 s .39 ‘ verbal communication/While Waiting
59 .34 teacher active
29 .31 social verbal/Structured Lessons
56 : .31 small group (1-4) '
22 .30 verbal communication/Activities
6 .29 quantitative/In all possible contexts

1 .29 languageﬂActivities




O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

~

AN

28

structured language lessons, structured visual disc;iminutton.lcssons. and
the use of programmed materjals. Teacher Factor TIII (Art Activities) was
partially defined by art content in a painting context and verbal communi-
cation in an art context, Teacher Factor TIV (Creative Instruction--Small
Group) was partially defined by visual motor activities, small groups and
the presence of large and smgll musule equipment. Teacher Factor TV (Routines)
was partially .defined by the teacher using mechanical devices in an

activity and routine context, Teacher Factor TVI (Receptive Learning)

was partially defined by language content in a watching-listening context,
visual discrimination in an activities context, and the presence of language
materials.

The six class factors were labeled as follows:
CI ~ Structured Lessons
CII Group Activities and Rogtines
CIII Social-Emotional Interaction

C1v Verbai Communication

P

Ccv Instruction in Creative Arts
CVI - Language and Discrimination Learning

Class Factor CIL (Structured Lessons) had high loadings from the presence of
programmed materials, Ianguage through structured lessons, head teacher in
control, and- 1arge groups. Class Factor CII- (Group Activities and Routines)
was defined primarily by music, drama, and art activities in a social
context.” Class Factor CIII (Social-Emotional Interaction) was partially
defined by emotional content in-all contexts, social content in a physical
contact context, and child being in control of the classroom. Class Factor
CIV (Verbal Communication) was ‘primarily defined by verbal communication
content in a number of diverse contexts such as activities, arts, and-
routines. Class Factor CV (Instruction in Creative Arts) was primarily
defined by visual motor content in an. activities context, child in control,
small group, presence of dramatic play equipment, and dramatic content in
a performing context. Class Factor CVI (Language and Discrimination
Learning) was primarily defined by tl.e presence of language materials,
language content in a watching-listening context, and visual discrimination
in an activities context. .Table II.3 and II.4 give the teacher and class

" 0SCI factor loadings. These O0SCI Factors will assume more meanlng in later

data analysis and 1nterpretat10n sections of this report.
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Table II.4

DESCRIPTION OF EACH OF 6 FACTORS BASED ON 60 CLASS VARIABLES
WITH A LISTING OF THE VARIABLES LOADING .30 AND ABOVE*

o

Variable Factor ,
Number Loading ; Variable Description
Factor CI: Structured Lessons
53 .91 programmed materials
4 .90 language/Structured Lesson
58 ‘ .82 Head Teacher in control n
56 .81 : large group. (11-20)
18 .80 visual discrimination/Structured Lesson
20 . .68 . visual motor/Auditory Discrimination
15 .62 ‘ auditory discrimination/Activities
54 -.51 . small group '
49 -.46 small muscle equipment i
31 .45 social phys./Activities, Lessons, Routines
9 : -.39 dramatic/Performing
46 -.34 science materials
60 -.34 other audit in control
38 .31 mechanical /Waiting

Factor CII: Group Activities and Routines

P

30 .64 : social phys./Activities, Lessons, Routines
28 _ .60 . social/Interval
11 - .58 music/Musical Activity
55 . W57 medium group (5-10)
32 . .55 . social phys./Activities, Lessons, Routines
59 .54 . assistant teacher in control
34 .52 mechanical '
44 .51 ' nothing/Interval
36 .48 mechanical/Routines
47 47 ’ large muscle equipment
37 .46 mechanical/Eating
10 ' .45 dramatic/Activities - e
51 S Wb1 music & drama materials
3 .38 language/Discussion
- 38 .36 mechanical/Waiting
56 : .34 large group (11-20)
39 .31 skills/Activities/Language

60 .' .30 other audit in control (continued)

* i
A few variables with loadings under .30 have been retained as factor

descriptors. They had maintained their position on those factors on -
other solutions and with higher loadings. These factor loadings were
derived by Dr. Carolyn Stern and her colleagues at the UCLA Head Start
Evaluation and Research Center.
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- Table II.4 (continueﬂ)

Variable Factor
Number . Loading Variable Description

Factor CIII: Social Emotional Interaction

42 .63 emotional/All Contexts

45 ’ .57 nothing/Nothing ,
-29 .56 ©  social/Physical Contact
57 .55 child in control
54° .46 small group (1-4)
33 .39 social interaction/All Contexts
38 .37 mechanical /Walting
28 . .35 social/Interval
44 ' - .30 nothing/Interval
Factor CIV: Verbal Communication
22 ) .72 verbal communication/Activities
26 71 verbal communication/While Waiting
o 24 ' .60 ' verbal communication/Watching/Discussion
4 23 .57 verbal communication/Arts
25 .50 ; verbal communication/Routines
59 .31 “assistant teacher in control
1 .30 4 language/Activities
Factor CV:’ Instruction in-Creative Arts
19 .55 visual motor/Activities
57 .51 child in control
54 .50 small gtroup (1-4)
- 50 47 dramatic play equipment
48 .45 large muscle equipment
30 42 social phys./Activities, Lessons, Routines
21 .40 : :perceptual-other/Activities/Language
.9 .40 dramatic/Performing
32 ) -.38 “social phys./Activities, Lessons, Routines - -
49 - W37 small muscle equipment
13 .36 art /Painting
41 ~-.35 rules/Routines
46 .33 science materials
26 .32 verbal communication/While Waltlng
28 .31 social/Interval
Factor CVI: Language and Discrimination Learning
52 .81 : language materials
2 .80 language/Watching/Listening
17 .68 visual discrimination/Activities
16 .39 discrimination/Routines
8 .35 . science/In all possible contexts

40 _ .32 . rules/Activities/Language
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The Post Observation Teacher Rating Scale involved 33 different
ratings on a five-point scale of teacher behavior obtained on the
same day that the OSCI was given. Consequently, the teacher in
the classroom was rated on five different occasions. - The teacher
was rated on such behavior as her reliance on ongoing activities,
her attention to groups, and her awareness of pupil frustration:
This measure was developed by Dr. John Dopyera of the Syracuse
E & R Center. '

The Characteristics of the Teaching Staff form (by Dr. Carolyn
Stern) was administered at the end of the Head Start program and
provided information regarding the head teacher, teacher, and teacher
aide's age, isex, ethnicity, education, training, and experience with -
preschool children and disadvantaged preschool children. ' '

A Class Facilities and Resources Inventory-Pre gathered class
information including the-operating length of the program, length of
class day, number of children in class, and the various types of
education.l and physical resources available in the class. The Class
Facilities and Resources Inventory-Post contained information similar
to the pre instrument and was intended to check on changes in facili-
ties and resources of the class during the year. Much of this form
is identical to the 1968-69 Head Start national census survey forms
and. can be used to assess similarity of the E & R sample programs to
‘the national sample. . .

Information on alltof the above instruments, forms, questionnaires
and tests were available on most 1368-69 sample children. Since the
1967-68 data was used mostly for replication, the discussion of the
1967~68 instruments, forms, questionnaires and tests that were analyzed
in this study is briefer than that for 1968-69.

3. Child-Family Variables (1967-68)

, SE I0 Scores, both pre and post, were ‘availahle on most of
the 1,898 children in the 1967-68 sample. Pre and post Scores were
also available on the Inventory of Factors Affecting the SB. A Child
Master Data Card also contained information regarding the child's class
such as ethnic mix and stability of class, length of daily program,
and number of class meetings per week. -

" A Parent Interview administered at both the beginning and end of
the Head Start program contained information similar to the pre and post
Parent Interviews for the 1968-69 sample families, e.p., attitudes,
expectations, aspirations, socioeconomic, and "quality of life"
information.
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4, Teacher-Program Variables (1967-68)

,
A Characteristics of Teaching Staff Instrument, similar to the
1968-69 instrument, contained information regarding head teacher, teacher,
and teacher aide training and experience. A center and classroom

© composition instrument similar to the 1968-69 Pre and Post Class Facilities

and Resources Inventory contained information on the physical and o,
educational resources of the Head .Start centers and classrooms.

The 1967-68 Observations of Substantive Curricular Input (OSCI)

. was similar to the 1968-69 OSCI but gathered class information only.
AnalySLS of the intercorrelations of the frequencies of the various

class content-context categories across classes yielded only four retated
Class Factor Scores, while the more comprehensive 1968-69 OSCI yielded
six Class and six Teacher Factor scores.

5

The four Clasé Factor Scores were as follows:
CI High Cognitive'Activity in a Low Structure Situation

CI1 Routines and Rules
CIII High Cognitive Activity in a High Structure Situation

C1V Child-Centered, Unstructured

Class Factor CI (High Cognitive Activity in a Low Structure Situationm)
was mostly defined by high loadings of verbal instruction during learning
activities and verbal instruction during routines. Class Factor CII
(Routines and Rules) was characterized by high loadings on rules emphasized
during routines, whole group activities, and social interaction during
learning activities. Class Factor CIIT (High Cognitive Activity in a High
Structure Situation):.was partially defined by positive loadings of visual
discrimination and cognitive input during watching or listening, and a
negative 'loading for individual activitv. Class Factor CIV (Child- Centered
Unstructured) was partially defined by high positive loadings for social
interaction during learning activities and hl%h negatlve loadings for
mechanical performance of routines. - -

Also available were data from the Child Influence Techniques items
and the Firsc Day of School items. Both of these are similar to the
corresponding instruments for 1968-69 and were coded under the supervision
of Dr. Hess, Dr. Sigel and Dr. Fehrer.

Child Interactional information unique to the 1967-68 data was
obtained from the Kansas Social Interaction Observation procedures (SI0).
This instrument was child eriented and attempted to measure the amount
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and types of interaction among the sample chiildren and adults. Verbal
and nonverbal initiations from the child to an adult, the number of
adult initiations responded to by the child, and the number of child
initiations responded to by the adult are available. Developed at the
University of Kansas E & R Center, it reflects a beh&vior modification
orientation to social development and adaptation.

i
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CHAPTER T1II

1
Pl

SELECTION OF VARIABLES FOR ANALYSIS; ANALYTIC AND
METHODOLOGICAL CONSIDERATIONS

The information collected in 1967-68 and 1968469 was a minimal
set of basic data constrained by the 30 minutes or/ so attention span
in a testing session before the child fatigued, the problems of scheduling
repeated sessions, and the desire to avoid overtesting. The risks of-
using only standard scales (few such measures are available and these are’
mostly in the areas of cognitive, linguistic and academic achievement) were
balancted against the risks of using only experimental measures (loss of
expensively collected data due to unreliability or uninterpretability).
To a certain extent the measures deliberately oversampled, collecting a
rich data base for use by many scholars, but one which could not be fully
utilized by a single analytic project.

The first task of the analytic effort was therefore to examine
—t the data base, conceptually and empirically. The objective was to identify
‘ a set of variables that:

!

1) Were reliable,
2)  Showed good variation and distribution,
3) Were developmentally meaningful for an analysis of change,

4)  Included dimensions of child, family and program character-
istics of significance in the current child development literature, in
emerging theory, or to Head Start policy,

5) . Were reasonably interpretable, .or for which other studies,
reports and manuals provided a context for understanding presently observed
data, and

o 6) Were feasible with regard to manipulation of the data bank.

The variables eventually selected may be disappointing in that the
personal-social data, particularly the SIO (social interaction) -and
Hertzig-Bircn response style were not extensively analyzed. This in no
way reflects a policy decision reducing the importance of this area.
Personal~-social development was--and is--among the greatest concerns of
Head Start. It is also among the most difficult to measure, analyze
and interpret. More effort was placed on analyzing classroom process )
and family variables among the other measures, because of the quantity of
available references on these measures and the prior analytic work,

relative to scarcity of available information on the SIO and Hertzig-
Birch., ' '
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The variables and aralyses reported here therefore‘éhould be
regarded as early findings from the Head Start data. Subsequent
analyses will doubtless expand our knowledge of other aspects and
may modify initial conclusions. While the rest of this report will not
dwell on what was not analyzed, the fact that these are selected data
mined from a remarkably complete and rich lode should be kept in mind.

The overall question of the analyses was to identify relative
benefits of different program experiences for different children.
Two broad classes of variables were accordingly identified: out-~

‘come varlables (wH1ch in some analyses also served as predictor
varlables) and explanatory variables. ' For these analyses, the
individual child was the focus. Changes in families, teachers and
classes per se are touched upon briefly. The direct concern is the -
developmental status of the child: Does the program sustain a
presumably desirable characteristic (é.g., adjustment' to testing
with no or very few behavior problems) and does the program support
the development of the child who may have initially shown growth
retardation or adjustment problems? Which programs are most effective
irn this regard, and for which children?

\A. Outcome and Egplénato:y Variables — 1968-69

1. Selection of Variables%*

The 1968~69 variables will be described within the framework
presented in Table III.1. Originally, 90 explanatory and outcome variables
were considered for analysis; this list can be found in Appendix C of the
present report. The variables presented in Table III.2 are the final list
considered for analysis. Variables from the preliminary list were dropped
for a variety of reasons. The most common reasons were: (a) computational
and cost factors in. deriving an index from the raw data provided on tape,
(L) undesirable marginal distributions (e.g., ndé variation in an explanatory
variable), «(¢) low internal consistency trzliability of derived or scaled
variables as measured by Kuder-Richardson Formula 20, and (¢) apparent
uninterpretability or extreme redundancy as shown in analyses of the
intercorrelations and inter-dependencies among many sets of preliminary
outcome and explanatory variables.

i

* v —
Consultants involved in selecting variables were Dr. Lyle Jones

(University of North Carolina), Dr. James Gallagher (University of-

North Carolina), Dr. Jehn lcDavid (Georgia State University), Dr. Richard
Endsley (University of Georgia) and Dr. Anthony Conger (University of

North Carolina).- Dr. Endsley and Dr. Conger worked closely with Dr. George
Dunteman and Dr. A. V. Rao of RTI in preparing final selectionms.

i



Table III.1

CLASSIFICATION OF 1968-69 EXPLANATORY AND OUTCOME VARIABLES

e

I. Outcome Variables (Raw Gain and Gain Scores Adjusted for Pre Scores)
A, Cdgnitive Behavior ' (e.g., Stanfbrd—Bipet performance)
' B. Behavior Ratings (e.g., Behavior Problem Scale)
C. Achievement Motivation (e.g., Gumpgookies)

II. Explanatory Variables
p P

A, Initial Child Status

1. Demographic Variables (e.g., age, race, and sex)

B. Family Influences .
—

1. Socioeconomic Influences A ‘ )
, a. -Current family condition (é}g., index of socioeconomié
. status) . .
' b. Family background (e.g., family structure)
- 2. Psychological Influences ~ -
bda. Mother-child interaction (e.g., extent of physical
, control) .
- ' . b. Mother's expectations and aspirations (e.g., how far
- ) ~would mother like to see .child go in school)
c. 'Mother's behavior.and attitude toward educational
experience (e.g., attitude toward school) ,
d. Mother's attitude toward life in general
C. Head Start Program Variables ° - .
1. Social-psychological
a. Classroom (e.g., OSCI class factor scores)
b. Teacher (e.g., 0SCI teacher factor scores)
2. Teacher demographic (e.g., age, experience, training)

3. Physical )
3 ) l
a. Educational materials resources (e.g., learning games)
“b:  School plant resources (e.g., indoor floor space)
C. Class characteristics (e.g., size of class)

~ s
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. Table IIT.2

FINAL VARIABLES IN 1968-69 ANALYSIS

Name . ' Abbreviation

- I, Qutcome Variables (Raw Gain and Gain Scores
Adjusted for Pre Scores)

A. Stanford-Binet IQ Score B
B. Prescﬁool Inventory Total Raw Score ’ pPSI
« Wechsler Preschool and Primary Scale of ‘
’ Intelligence--Total Raw Score for Animal

T House Subtest R A AH-WPPSI
D. Behavior Problem Scalé A BP
E. Motivation froblem Sca1e | MP-
F. Feelings 6f.Inadequagy Scale | FL
G. Gumpgookies - . - GUMP

11. Explanatory Variables

AA. Initial Child Status

1. Ethnicity . . o ETH
2. Sex | . | SEX
3 - Age M : - . AGE

o

B. Fanily Influences

4, -Socioceconomic Status of Family' S SES
5. Family Structure
6. Mother's Employment Status

7. Primary Source of Income
8. Ratio of Rooms to People
9. -Accessibility of Adults

10. ' Number of Moves in Past Three Years

. (continued)
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Table II1.2 (continued)
Name i ' Abbreviation
11. Extent of Parent's Reading to Child
12. Extent of Physical Control
13. Mother's Aspirations for her Children
14,, Mother's Expecfations for her:Children
15.° Frequeﬂcy-of Parent Visits to Head Start
Center
16. Extent of Parent Volunteering in Classroom
.. 17. Parental Membership on Poflicy Council
18, Parent Opinion Scale
C. Head Start Proéram Varizbles
" 19. Observation of Substantive Curricular
/ Inéut——Classropm [Structured Lessons] 0scl C-I
20. Observation of Substantive Curriculé;“
. . Input--~Classroom [Group Activities amd
Routines] 0SCI C-IT.
'21.- Observation of Substantive Curricular
Input--Classroom [3ocial Emoticnal
Interaction] I ' 0SCIL C-III
22, Observation of Substantive Curricular .
. v Input--Classroom [Verbal Communication] QsCI C-1Iv
23, Observation of Substantive Curricular
‘Input--Classroom [Instruction in Creative
» Arts] - 0SCI C-V
24, Observation of Substantive Curricular
" Input~-Classroom {[Language and
Discrimination Leaming] - ’ 0SCI C-1v
25. Observation of Substantive Curricular
Input~-~Teagher [Social-Emotional
Interaction] ) - 0SCI T-I
o L | ‘ ‘i ' (continued)
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Table III.2 (continued)

- Do T

Name T %“ Abbreviation
26. Observation of Substantive Curricular
. Input--Teacher [Structured Lessons—
_ Large Group] 0SCI T-II
. .27, Observation‘of Substantive Curriefilar :
- ' Input--Teacher [Art Activities] 0SCI T-I1I
28. Observation of Substantive Curricular
Input--Teacher [Creatlve Instruction-
Small Group] 0SCI T-IV
. 29. _ObserVatgon of Substaptive Curricular
Input--Teacher [Routines] OSCI T-V
30. ObserQation of SubStan;ivé Cur?iﬁulaf o _
Input--Teacher [Receptive Learning] 0SCI T-VI .
31. Region -
Yook 32. Previous Head Start Experience
33. Teacher's Age
34, Teachet's Ethnicity
‘ 35. Teacher's Years of Education
36. Teacher's Preparation in Early Childhood
: _Educatiorn
37. _Teachefls Residence in Head Start Neigh-
borhood
38. Index of Educational and Physical
Resources
39. Square Feet of Indoor Space
40. Square Feet of Outdoor Space
41. Overall Appearénce of Classroom
42. Student Attendance
43. Pre-Post Interval

U
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2. Qutcome Variables

—

Seven cognitive measures were originally proposed: the four
subscores and the total score on the PSI, the Stanford-Binet IQ, and
Animal-House Scale of the WPPSI. Three cognitive measures were selected:
total score for PSI, Stanford-Binet IQ, and Animal House scale of the
WPPSI. All outcome measures were based upon raw gains (post-pre) or
(post-pre) adjusted for pre for a particular outcome variable. . The

A adjustment is described later in this Chapter.

Justification: There has been much interest concerning the
effects of various compensatory education progrvams on Stanford-Binet
performance. There is evidence in the literature that certain Head Start
and other compensatory education programs have been successful {n bringing
‘about significant Binet performance changes, e.g., Smith, (1968); Karnes
et al., (1968); Karnes et' al., (1970). Most recently, Sprigle (1971)
demonstrated substantial and durable Binet gains for disadvantaged ‘

" children in a Learning to Learn program.

The Preschool Inventory (PSI) (Caldwell, 1967) was developed

to yield a measure of achievement for 3 to 6-year-old children in

areas regarded as necessary for success in elementary school. It

was also developed for-'use in demonstrating changes associated with’

interventions such as Head Start. Although the total raw score of

the PSI is correlated with 8B performance (r = .45), there ‘is still a

great deal of unique variation believed to represent acquired information
o and skills of value in later school performance. Some of these skills

may be morelmodifiable.by educational interventions than SB performance;

Sontag et al. (1969), for example, conclude that the PSI might be

quite susceptible to relatively large position shifts due to intervention

programs. ' : '

The four subscores of the Preschool Inventory (PSI) were combined .
: intc a single total score -because scale intercorrelations were high.
The intercorrelations among the four PSI pre subscales and the Kuder-
Richardson 20 reliabilities are shown in Tahle III.3.

Table III.3

.INTERCORRELATIONS AND RELIABILITIES FOR THE PRE-PSI RAw SUBSCORES
' . (N = 1642) | '
| H 2 3 4
Personal-Social Respoansiveness 1 . 78% .63 .63 .66
Associative Vocabulary 2 74 .55 .59
Concept Activation — Numerical 3 | . \ | .71 .61
Concept Activation - Sénsory 4 ._ ' .81
Q * . K-R 20 reliabilities. in di;gonal.
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‘involved indirectly in adding error variance as it would be if the 6

b

' The intercorrelations and reliabilities of the four post PST scores
were of the same magnitude. The decision to combine the four subscores
is in agreement with recommendations contained in the test manual pro-
vided by Educational Testing Service (1970)-.

Since raw scores rather than scaled scores were used, and since
the PSI scores increase markedly with age, the absolute magnitude of
intercorrelations may be somewhat spurious in that scaled score inter-
correlations would probably be lower. Such analyses are not reported
by ETS, and current norms are provisional, with age groupings. of 6
months. Use of such norms could introduce substantial error of inter-
pretation of gains for a shorter pre-post interval. )

The decision to use total{raw scores therefore is likely to lose the P
desirable differentiation of effects provided by the four subscores. while
gaining reliability of change estimates since the pre~post interval is not

months' interval norms were used.
. . t .
This ‘is a problem in using manv standardized tests. The typical
6 month or 1 year norm interval is prcbably insensitive to the rapid
changes preschoolers may show and it is often longer than the actual

_pre/post testing interval. Testing usually begins a month after programs -

begin and ends several weeks before programs ¢lose; in a typical 9-10
month preschool project, many of the children may have been tested in
month 2 or 3 and retested in month 7 or 8. Norms in 3 or 4 month

.intervals--if there were‘sufficiently large numbers ofy items for

reliability within age categories—-would increase the sensitivity
of intervention studies such as this.

On the basis of ‘analyses such as that shown in Table I1I.3, the final
cognitive outcome variables were: ’ ) ‘ ’

a) SB Performance
b) Total Raw Score of the Preschool Inventory (PSI)

c) Total Raw Score for the Animal House Scale of the Wechsler

Preschool and Primary Scale of Incelligence (AH-WPPSI).

Five Behavior Rating outcome variables were originallv proposed.
A decision was made not to derive Birch Performance Work Scores and
Birch Verbal Work Scores because of time and cost constraints in scoring
from the 99,354 card images. The three behavior ratings that were
used were derived from the Inventory of Factors Affecting the Stanford-
Binet. These three scales, derived by examination as rational scales, were:

"
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a) Behavior Problem Scale (BP), which had a score ranging -from
0-7 and was derived by counting the tester's yes descriptions of the
child's behavior as (1) easily distracted, (2) impulsive, (3)
antagonistic, (4) becomes hostile, (5) belllgerent, rebellious,
(6) hyperagtlve, and (7) verbose;

" b) Votlvatlon Problem Scale (MP), which had a score ranging from
0 to 10 and was derived by counting the tesfer's x_ﬁ descriptions of the
child's behavior as (1) vaguely inattentive, (2) lacks concern with
competence, {3) slow to respond, (4) apathetic, (5) gives up easily,
(6) withdrawn, (7) unresponsive apathetlc, (8) indifferent to praise,
(9) hypoactive, and (10) tactiturn;

c) Feelnngs of Inadequacy Scale (FI), which had a score ranging
from 0 to 4 was derived by counting the tester's yes descriptions of the
child's ‘behavior as (1) distrusts own ability, (2) fearful, guarded,

(3) shy, reticent, reserved, and (4) needs constant praise.

-Kuder~Richardson 20 reliabilities, intercorrelations, means, and

. ranges were computed for these three variables on the ,pre administration
and are shown in Table III.4. Standard deviations are not presented
because the range is a more appropriate index of variability when_scales
are extremely skewed.

Table III.4

INTERCORRELATIONS, RELIABILITIES, MEANS AND RANGES
FOR THE THREE BEHAVIOR SCALES (N = 1651)

Scale 1 2 3 Mean Score Range
BP 1 . 70% .09 -.05 .68 0- 7

MP 2 .78 .53 1.58° 0-10

FI 3 =74 72 - 0- 4

*

K~R 20 reliabilities in diagonal.

As can be seen from Table III.4, all three scales had satisfactory
reliabilities for short instruments. The item intercorrelations
within each scale were in the .30s, .40s, and .50s. BP was relatively
independent of the other two scales while MP and FI had a moderate
correlation of .53. All three scales were skewed in that most children
did not exhibit any (0) undesirable behaviors at time of initial testing
(See Table VI.3). These three scales were retained as outcome measures
reflecting Behavior Ratings.
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Justification: The inclusion of a Behavior Problem Scale (BP) is
supported by the work of Kagan et al. (1966), which indicates that
impulsivity-reflectivity as a "“cognitive style" variable is strongly
related to achievement and ‘perhaps other process varlables " A reduction
in the extent of non-goal-—directed hyperactlve behavior is one objective
of typlcal preschool programs. : i

. The Motivation Problem Scale (MP) attempts tc assess the motivation
of the child. White's (1965) research indicates that the ability to
pay attention is a major component of task performance.

i

The Feelings of Inadequacy Scale (FI) attempts to measure feelings
of inadequacy or self-concept. The development of a healthy self-concept
and a feeling of competence is crucial for success and happiness in the
educational and occupational world. Cegelka and Thomas (1968) found
that dlsadvantaged children have an unfavorable self-concept, and
Passow (1970) gives a profile of various characteristics of disadvantaged
children. He characterizes the disadvantaged child as having an
orientation towards life that seeks immediate gratification rather than
ability to delay for future advantage, an unfavorable self image, modest
aspiration, low motivation to achieve academic success, restricted
attention span, and a general inability to cope with demands and expectations
of school programs. Deficits in tl.e above characteristics would be
expected to depress cognitive performance and success in school but more
importantly reflect a child that is likely to be unable to cope
effectively with life situations, '

Others (e.g., Shipman, 1970) have reported that disadvantaged children
have a positive self-concept and display fewer personal-social problems
than have previously been identified before entering schoolf:.h

The experimental measure of achievement motivation, the Gumpgookies
(GUMP), was -retained as a final variable. Although the original pre~GUMP
was comprised of 100 items, only the 55 items that were retained for the

' post test were used in scoring the pre measure. The K-R 20 reliability

for the pre-GUMP was .76 while the post—GUMP reliability was .86. The
lower reliability of the pretest might be due to its being too lengthy
for preschool children. The pre-~-GUMP had a mean of 34.40 and a standard
deviation of 7.0; the total possible score was 55, and scores could range
from 0 to 55.

\
3. Explanatory Variables

a. Child Variables

The following initial child demographic variables were
retained as final variables: (1) ethnicity (Black, White, Mexican-
American, or Polynesian), (2) sex, and (3) age at time of initial testing,
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which was subdivided into the following four catepories: 31-47 months,
48-53 months, 54-59 months, and 60-72 months. The variable first born
versus other, which was originally proposed, would have been difficult

to derive from the available data and was dropped from the final list
of variables.

b. Family Variables

(1) Socioeconomic Influences

The inclusion of "an SES index and other indicators
of the child's quality of life is supported by the consistent relation-
ships reported in the literature between these variables and child
- developrment. For ‘example, Mumbauer and Miller (1970) found a signifi-
cant association between socioeconomic background and cognitive
functioning in preschool children. Variables such as familv .structure,
number of moves, etc., are indices of familv stabilitv. Shipman (1970)
hypothesizes that such family conditions serve to constrict the child's.
psychological environment and thus create a stressful situation. Creen,
Hofmann, and Morgan (1967) present cvidence that the family variables
selected for this study are ‘consistently related to children's intelligence
and achievement. Ruben and Womack (1968) report significant relations
among ethnic and family variables such as family size, parent's education,
parent's occupation and IQ in a sample of disadvantaged school children.
This is an especially interesting finding when one considers the relatively
homogeneous population in which those relationships were obtained.

There were some major changes in the original list of measures of
family influences and current:family condition. An index or socioeconomic
status (SES) was derived from the following four origpinal variables:

(a) presence of telephone in the home, (b) famllv income, (c) mother's
education, and (d) child having own bed. In order to construct this
index, the marginal distribution for each of these variahles was examined.
Enough variation was present for each of the four indicators to contribute
to the total variation of the index. The index was constructed by piving
a child's familv a score.of 1 upon satisfying each of the follow1ng
conditions: telephone in home, family income equal to or above $4,000,
mothér's education--high school graduate or better, and child has own

bed. This resulted in five catepories for SES ranging from families
satisfying none of the four conditions to families satisfying all four
-conditions. The number of families falling into each of the five catesgories
on the 1968-69 Parent Interview Pre is shown in Table III.5 below.
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Table III.5

DISTRIBUTION OF 1968-69 SAMPLE FAMILIES ACROSS FIVE SES CATEGORIES

Number of Socioeconomic

Conditions Satisfied Number of Families*
-0 P e i 70
Low-Low SES 25
1% ‘ 189}. ?
2 Middle-Low SES 293
3} Upper-Low SES 210} 301
2 b . 91

There were 527 families for which an index could not be éomputed
because of missing data. The problem of missing data will be
discussed in a later section of this report.

—

The distribution listed in Table III.5 was fairly normal, but it
was decided to categorize this distribution into three SES categories:
Low~Low SES (0 and 1 combined), Middle-Low SES (2), and Upper-Low SES
(3 and 4 combined). This categorization resulted in N's of 259, 293,
and 301 respectively. The utility of the constructed SES Scale is
demonstrated in a later section of the report which shows that the means
for the cognitive measures on the children's pretests varied significantly
and in the expected direction across the three SES categories.

It shculd be emphasized that the scale was constructed to differentiate
within families who are among the most economically depressed, those whose
life circumstances are extremely constricted in terms of material possessions
and those whose circumstances permit such necessities for our national
standard of living as a child having his own bed to sleep in. The
correlation of child performance with socioeconemic status within the
families eligible for Head S+art confirms often-reported debilitating
effects of severe privation on the child's development, and indirectly
validates the scale as a meaningful index of SES as it affects develonment.
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Information concerning the husband's job and education was not used
to reflect family background because only 547 of the families had fathers.
On the.basis of tabulations, three categories of family structure were
defined and retained for analysis: (a) mother only, (b) mother plus father,
and (c) mother plus father plus adult relative.

Four categories of mother's employment were considered: (a) not
working, not looking: (b) not working, but 1ook1ng. (c) working, part
time; and (d) worklng, full time.

There were three major categories for primary source of income:
(a) mother's earnings, (b) father's earnings, and (c) welfare. The
majority of the observations fell into these three categories.

Ratio of rooms to people was retained as an additicnal quality of
life indicator. Accessibility of adults, which was not on the original
list, was added to the final list. Accessibility of adults was measured
by the ratio of adults to children in the family. The variable, the
number of children in the home from 0 to 18, was dropped in the final
.1ist of variables because it was found to be redundant to a large degree
with whether the child has own bed, ratio of rooms to people, and '
accessibility of adults. Frequency of getting newspaper was dropped because
it was judged to be redundant.. .,, - .

The number of moves in the last three years was retained as a final
quality-of-life variable. The information regarding the migration of
the family and a rating of the cleanliness and neatness of the home
were dropped due to restricted marginals.

(2) Paycholggical Influences

The manner in which the mother regulates and controls
the child's behavior has been .extensively investigated by Hess and Shipmann
(1965, 1968a). Parental control techniques also have been found by
Moustakas et al. (1956) to relate to a variety of cognitive behaviors in
the child, and they have been found to predict whether a child exhibits
impulsive or reflective behavior in a problem-solving 31tuat10n

‘The variable defined as extent of parent's reading to the child
and its relationship to the various outcome measures were of great interest
since amount of parental reading has beenh found to be a330c1ated with
children's verbal and academic achievement (e.g., Bing, 1963) As will
be seen in a subsequent section of this report, the frequency
distribution of iime spent reading to children may suggest that
socially desirable responses may be iniluencing parent's responses
to this question as well as questions similar to this. A relatively
large number of parents indicated that they spent much time reading
to their.child.
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The extent to which the mother phyvsically controlled the child showed
enough variation among mothers' to consider for the final list of variables.
The mothers fell primarily into three categorjes: (a) no phvsical
punishment, (b) scolding, and (c¢) mild physical punishment. Only a few
mothers reported using severe physical punishment. The extent to which
the mother reperted using rejection and guilt as a means of psvchological
control showed little variation among mothers. Most mothers were rated
as using no psychological control through rejection or guilt. Reaction
of the mother to the child's minor infractions ‘demonstrated enough
variability to be considered in the final list of variables. Many mothers
indicated that they would respond in a constructive manner.

Adult/child influencé techniques did not show enough variation to be
considered in the final 1list of explanatory variables. Most of .the
mothers fell into various categories of unqualified power assertion.

~ Within .the income category "poor," there are individual differences
in adult personal styles and attitudes which cannot help affect the child's
development. With some oversimplification, internal locus of control seems
broadly to account for the family whose life geems to family members most
meaningful and worthwhile, and whose children are among the manv who do
very well. Internal locus-of-control refers to the sense of being able to
make a difference, to affect what one's life is like, of internal self-
determination. 1In ccntrast to internal locus of control is external locus
of control, the sense of powerlessness, futility, that what one does really
has little effect on one's own life or anything else- Internal locus-of-
control may have a great deal in common with the sense of command that is
associated with black power and other movements asserting the dignitv,
worth, and power of a group or individual.:

A number of aspects thought related to locus—of-control were
assessed in the 1968-69 parent interviews: maternal aspirations and

‘expectations for their children's educational and job attainment,

attitudes toward the value of education . and educational institutions,
and the Srole alienation (Parent Opinjon) scale. Parental participation
in Head Start is also considered in this area. :
Mother's exXpectations and aspirations for child's education and
Occupation are important determinants of the child's behavior. :
Gervasi (1969) and Hess and Shipman (1968b) found that the discrepanc>
between aspirations and expectations tended to increase as social
status decreased. These discrepancies indirectly measure the parents"” )
feeling of influence in the child's life.
Three categories for mother's aspirations for her children were
constructed by combining information on mother's aspiration of child's
eventual job and education. The "low" category was comprised of mothers
who had both low job and educational aspirations for their children (less
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than.post high school education and less than an administrator of a

medium sized busiress), a middle category included. mothers who scored

high in either job or educational aspirations, and a high category included
mothers who scored high on both job and educational aspirations. Similarly,

three categories of mother's expectations for her child's jobs and education
were constructed.

Three originally proposed scores from the First Day of School items
were not derived because of the computational difficulties and because of
the restricted range of raw scores.

The: Hess~Shipman Educational Attitude Survev, composed of 23 items,
was included in both the pre and post Parent Interview., The items did not
appear to measure a unidimensional attitude, but seemed to reflect the
following dimensions: (a) attitude toward value of education in general
(six items), (b) attitude toward teachers (four items), (c) attitude
toward school (five items), and (d) feelings of control over school (two
items). Each of the four scales was constructed by giving 1 point for
each attitude statement that was responded to in a favorable direction.

The intercorrelations among these four scales, K-R 20 reliabilities, means,
. and standard deviations are presented below in Table III.6.

The reliabilities of these ad hoc attitude scales were low. They did
not correlate significantly with other continuously scaled outcome or

Table III.6 ,
INTERCORRELATIONS, RELIABILITIES, MEANS, AND STANDARD DEVIATIONS (SD)
FOR THE FOUR EDUCATIONAL ATTITUDE,SCALES (N = 1433)

1

Scale 1 2 3 4 Mean SD Score Range

Attitude Toward Value
: of Education in

General 1 .38% .24 .08 .02 3.49 1.34 0-6
Attitude Toward

Toachers 2 .04 21 .00 3.15 .98 0-4
‘Attitude Toward

School 3 .32 =-.05 2,41 1.03 0-5
Feelings of Control _

Over School 4 .37 1.16 .76 0-2

K-R 20 reliabilities in diagonal.
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explanatory variables. Consequently, these four scales were not considered
for further analvses. It should be kept in mind that factor-analytically
derived scores from the same or similar items have shown to be correlates
of children's behavior in previous studies (Hess, 1971). If the items
themselves had been scaled differently, .,and if the subscores had been based
4 on factqr analvsis, the information available in' these items might have
been more useful. S '

* With regard to Head Start participation, there was enough variation
in the number of times that the mother went tc the Head Start Center and
the extent to which the mother volunteered for classroom duties for them
to be¢ considered as explanatory variables. The variable concerning
whether or not the mother was a member of a parent council was also
retained, although about 807 of the mothers were not members of a parent
council. Information regarding attendance at parent meetings was not
considered further because the dimensions of parent participgtion seemed
to be covered fairlv well by the first three parent participation variables.
Parent participation is hypcothesized to relate to the performance of
children in Head Start. Wilmon {1969) found that parental involvement in
Head Start influences academic achievement through the parents being able
to transfer educay ional aspirations and the need for achievement to the
child.

~ The last family variable to be considered was a Parent Opinion Scale.
This scale (Srole) was a linear combination of five Likert type items and
had a range of 5 to 25. In the interview, the high end of the scale
reflected extreme pessimism. An example of an item from this scale is:
"It's hardly fair to bring children into the world with the way things
look for the future." This scale has been reflected for ease of
interpretation so that a high sccre indicates optimism. This scale can
be viewed as a measure of the mother's alienation. Shipman (1970)
hypcthesizes that parental alienation will arrest child development and
lead to inconsistency of child-rearing practices. Slaughter (1968) found
that the degree of social isolation of the mother was a significant
correlate of the child's school achievement. Radin and Karni (1965)
report that disadvantaged Negro mothers differed in feelings of alienation
as well as in other important attitudes from middle class mothers.

c. Progrém Variables

(1) Social-Psychological Influences

The social—psychological classroom variables are
composed of the six OSCI Class Factor Scores discussed earlier in the
report. For descriptive and analytic reasons, each of these six factor
score distributions was divided into three categories reflecting low,
medium, and high classroom emphasis on the particular factor. Classes
were considered low or high on a dimension if they fell respectively

ERIC
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Ainto the lower 25% or upper 25% of the total factor score distribution.

. Medium emphasis was defined as the middle 50% of the factor score

distribution.

The social-psychological teacher variables were measured by the
six OSCI Teacher Factor Scores and two rating scales derived from the
Post Observation Teacher Rating Scalés. The six OSCI Teacher Factor
Scores were handled in the same manner as the six Class Factor Scores
i.e., scores for each distribution -rere grouped into low, medium, or
high emphasis categories. : R

The six OSCI Class Factor Scores and six OSCI Teacher Factor Scores
are derived from a promising new approach and seem to be measuring
program inputs that would be expected to relate to various program
outputs. Stern (1968) supports the need for an instrument such as the
OSCI by summarizing much evidence that some type of classroom observation
must be used to make curricular comparisons because the correspondence
between self-reports of program strategies and actual teacher Pbthavior
is often quite low. ‘ .

A question that might be asked of the data is whether empiiasis on
class structured lessons is associated with gains in the cognitive
areas (i.e., Stanford-Binet and Preschool Inventorv). Also, the relation-
ship between Socio-Emotional Interaction in the classroom and changes on
various behavioral ratings would be of interest. The variation in each
of the six OSCI Class Factor Score distributions should represent some
of the major differences between various Head Start classroom strategies.

Karnes et al. (1970) using standardized tests compared a rote
learning highly structured program, an individually planned diagnostic
curriculum, an SES mixed preschool, and a "regular' preschool. For the
disadvantaged preschoolers, the evaluation favored the more highly
structured and diagnostic programs. Studies by Sprigle (1971) suggest
that a different kind of "structure,' one directed to learning-how-to-
learn is more effective than traditional nursery schocl oriented programs.
The literature suggests that programs are differentially effective in
bringing about various cognitive and non-cognitive changes in disadvantaged
children. A variety of approaches which share an emphasis on planning, on

" language development and on cognitive stimulation is likely to be more

effective. There are important exceptions that show the need to think
carefully before ascribing greater effectiveness to content factors

per se: Weikart et al., (1970) for example, found the '"traditional" curriculum
implemented under his direction was quite effective, comparing favorably

with his own curriculum model.

As described previously, each Post Observation Teacher Rating Scale
was completed up to five times for the head teacher or teacher in control
of the wlassroom on the five days when the OSCI observations were obtained.
If more than one teacher was rated throughout the five ratings, then the

3
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.

teacher who was present for the majority of the time was selected for
analysis. Most of the ratings were based upon three, four, or five rating
occasions. An examination of the 33 items Tesulted in the development of
two rationally constructed scales. The Teacher Stimulation Scale was
comprised of 13 1items which reflected the extent to wh1ch the children
received teacher attention, advice, ‘and support. The remaining scale,
Teacher Sensitivity to Individual Differences, included seven items
measuring the teacher's awareness of the children's individual needs.

A score for each scale was derived by averaging the available ratings
across occasions for each teacher: some teacher's ratings were based
on an average of five ratings and other teacher's ratings were based on
.three or four ratings.

. v !

For descriptive and analytical purposes the score distribution for
each scale was divided into three categordes. The low category comprised
the lower 25% of the distribution, the middle category comprised the midgle
50% of the distribution and the hlgh category cOmprlsed the upper 25% of the
distribution. o

Three origgnally proposed OSCI scores (teacher involvement, locus
of control (child or teacher) and teacher aide involvement) involved
scanning a large 0SCI raw score data file  of approximately 29,000 card
images. Since 12 OSCI factor scores were already represented in the
data base, it was decided that the three variables could be dropped from
the final analyses. It should be re-emphasized at this point that the
decision not to consider a variable for analysis does not mean that a
variable was not regarded as important. Future research based on the
available data base could well involve many of the variables that were
not analyzed in the present report.

Whether or not the teacher would be willing to participate in
similar evaluation programs the following year (a measure of teacher
morale) was dropped as an explanatory variable since most teachers

¢ responded in the affirmative.
Teachers' experience and preparation have been found to be
positively associated with various school output measures in many
» elementary school studies as reviewed in the Office of Education's
"Do Teachers Make a Difference?" (1970). Goodman (1959) found in
an earlier study of older students that teacher experience and classroom
atmosphere were significantly linked in a positive manner to pupil
per formance,

(2) Teacher Demographic Influences

A number of head teacher demographic variables were -
retained on the final list. These were teacher's age, ethnicity, formal
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educatlon, ﬁormal training in child’ development, ard whether the teacher

‘came from the Head Start neighborhood.s Since all but one or two teachers .
were femaleé and most teachers had little or no experience with preschool

or disadvantaged preschool children prior to emplovment with Head Start,

sex and non-Head Start experience were dropped from further consideration.
Since the ratio of the number of professional plus'paraprofessional

staff to the number of children in the class was expected to be associated
with other derived indexes measuring the richness of the educational resources
and phy31ca1 fac111t1es of the cJass, staff ratlos were not selected for

more intensive analvs1s.

.

. y
S

‘(3) " Physical Influences

. The last category of variables involves the physical
resources of the lead Start classes. Information from eleven resource
variables was combined to yield an index of educatiomal and physical
resources. The irdex was constructed by assigning to each class a point
for the presence of each of the, following items: slides, swings, sandbeoxes,
dramatic play clothing, puppets, pets, waterplav equipment, learning
games,, movie slides, books, and science equi‘pment. Scores ranged from
0 to 11. The scale, reflecting substantial variability in resources
across the classes, was composed of :items that were originally designed
to yield two resource indexes.

Three other resource items were retained from the original list.
Thev were square feet of indoor fleor space, square feet of outdoor
space, and overall appearance. --An index earlier proposed to assess class-
room physical characteristics was dropped because of the ‘extensive coverage

-of the preceding resource information. : . o

[y

Administrative factors in the classroom were considered. One variable
not on ‘the original list was included in the final list to reflect the
amount of exposure that the child had to the Head Start program. This
variable was attendarce’ as reported, by the teacher. Three levels. of
attendance (low, medium, -and high) Were considered. ;The low category was
defined as 90 days or less, the middle category was defined as 91-159 days,
and the high attendance category was defined as 160 or more days. Most of
the children fell into the middle attendance categorv. This replaced the
originally con51dered vari@ble, ]ength of class days. ‘ ‘

The'Admlnlstratlve Checkllst was reduced to a tally of the number
of program events that should have occurred but did not. Analyses by
program organization (e.g., when someone was responsible for an event,
how frequently and in what areas did teachers, parents, Head' Start dlrectors,
and others take respon51b111tv) vere contemplated bu# not undertaken.
This vagiable was not analyzed as a final variable although the marginal
distribution indicated variability across classes on this measure.

!
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The preceding discussion has summarized the cbnsiderations and
decisions 1eading to the final 1list of the 68-69 variables shown in
Table III.2. -The next section of this report will discuss the variables
selected from the more limited 1967-68 data file to be con91dered for
analysis.

B. Variables Considered for 1967-68 Analyses‘

Some of the same considerations and decision rules used to select
the 1968-69 variables were used to select the 1967-68 varidbles. An
additional consideration was that the variables selected should measure '
constructs similar to the 1968-69 variables so that certain 1968-69 results
could be checked on the 1967-68 data. Because of time and cost considerations,
only a few explanatory and outcome variables were considered for analvsis.
The Kansas Social Interaction Observation Procedures (SI0O) described ear11er
was an interesting instrument that was unique to the 1967-38 data;
consequently, a few measures were derived from this instrument.
! Ej
The variables were 'categorized according to the framework of
Table III.1 used in conceptualizing the' 1968-69 variables. The 1967-
68 variables are presented in Table III.7. ..

Table III.7

THE 1967-68 EXPLANATORY AND OUTCOME VARIABLES

-

K]

I. Outcomz Variables (Raw Gains)

A. Cognitive Behavior
i. Stanford-Binet Inteiligence (same as 1968—69)

B. Behav%or Ratings ,
2. Behavior Problem Scale (same as 1968-69)
3. Motivation Problem Scale (same as 1968-69)
4. Feelings of Inadequacy Scale (same as 1968-69)
5. Number of initiations of interactioms from child to adult

from the SIO (unique to 1967-68)
6. Percentape -of adult-initiated interactions responded
to. bv-the child (unigue -to 1867-68)

C. Achievement Motivation--no measures available for 1967-68.

II. Explanatory Variables , .

A.1l. Initial Child Status--Demographic Variables
{cantinued)
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Table III.7 (continued)

7. - Ethniecity (primarily blacks and whites)
8. Sex
9. Age (same four categories as 1968-69)

B.1 Family Influences--Socioeconomic Influences

10. Total numbér of people in home (four categories--2,3, or 4;
S or 6; 7 or §; and 9 or'mQre)

11. Education of ﬁofher-(two.cat?gories--less than 12th grade
versus 12th grade or better)

" B.2 Family Inf luences—-Psychological Influences.

12. Pre-mother's aspirations for child's education (two °
categories--z0 to college versus. not go to college)

13. Pre-mother's expectations for child's education (two
categories--go to college versus not go to college)

- 34. Joint aspiration-expectation mix (three categories~--high
aspiratlions-high expectations; high aspirations-moderate
expectations; moderate aspirations-moderate expectations)

15. Parent's reactions to child's misbehaving through jumping
and screaming from the Adult-Child Influence Techniques’
Instrument (four broad categories of influence--nonintervention,
intervention, qualified power assertion, and unqualified power
assertion--same as 1968-69 instrument and categories)

16. Attendance at parent meetings for those centers having
parent meetings (two catefories--ves Or no)’

C.l.a. lead Start Program Variables—-Soc%al Psychological Classroom

17. O0SCI Class Factor Score I - CognitiVe?;Low Structure as
defined previously.
o 18. O0SCI Class Factor Score II - Routine and Rules as defined
previously y '

lé. OSCI Class Factor Score III - Cognitive--High Structure- as
' defined previously

20. ,0SCI Class Factor Score IV - Child Centered--Unstructured
as defined pfeviogsly. a ’

(continued)
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Table III.7 (continued)

"C.1.b. Head Start Programs--Social Psycholgical--Teacher Variabhles .
21. The percentage of times that an adult in the classroom
responded to the children's initiation of interactions from
the SIO (NI) . - :

C.2 lead Start Programs--Teacher Demographic Variables

22. Level of teacher's education (elementary, high school,
bachelor's degree, master's degree, . doctorate)

23. Teacher's paid experience with preschool childreq (under ‘
6 months, 6 months-1 year, 1-3 years, 4-5 years, over 5 years)

24, Teacher's paid experience with disadvantaged children (under
6 months, 6 months-1 year, 1-3 years, 4-5 years, over -5 years)

C.3.b Head Start Programs--Phvsical--School Plant Resources
25, Inside square feet per child (less than 14, 15-19, 20-24),

26. Outside sqnafe feet per child (less than 39, 40-49)

C. Some Analytical and Methodological Considerations

The research designs for the national evaluations are (1) quasi-
experimental for 1968-69 and (2) non-experimental for 1967-68. This
usually means that inferences regarding the causes of differences, if anv,
among classes must be drawn cautiouslv. The ability to replicate findings
across years greatly strengthens inferences, however. Replication across
sites for the two language development/preacademic readiness approaches in
1968-69 further strengthens inferences regarding these program effects.
Replication of ‘program effects across classes in 1968-69 and across years
in 1967-68 versus 1968-69, therefore, would present a reasonablv firm
finding. Where the findings are similar across these Head Start evalua-
tions, Planned Variation and other experimental or quasi-experimental
projects, the reliability of the effect would be substantial.

In the absence of control groups, inferences regarding the causes
of whatever changes are observed from pre to post are usually made cautiously
if at all. Comparison of the magnitude of Head Start study changes with
‘those reported for concrol groups in other studies (test/retest of
non-Head Start controls); for social adjustment and motivation control
groups in other studies (e.g., Zigler and Butterfield, 1968);

N
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and for "traditional" and experimental samples in otiier studies can provide

some basis for estimating the extent to which observed change is a Head
Start effect.

In,addition to limitations on direct inference imposed Sy the research
design,— there are (1) limitations associated with possible non-uniformity
of data collected in varying field conditions and under varying systems of
quality control, (2) iimitations in the sensitivity, reliability and
validity of the measures; and (3) limitations in statistical models for
estimating main and interaction effects when (a) initial levels of perfor-
mance differ and (b) some cells in N-factorial ANOVAs are small or empty.

With regard to the quality and uniformity of the data, while
they undoubtedly vary to some extent across classes and across E & R
Centers, subscantial effort went in to ensuring garefully, uniformly.
collected data.

Among the sources cf non-random variation are:

1) Testing conditions, which varied from converted broom closets
and front porches to specially equipped air conditioned test vans.

a f

2) Tester skill, which varied from novice to highly experienced.

3) Tester selection, training and quality control procedures.
However, all sites had experienced full-time evaluation
coordinators who developed and carried out plans for controlling
as far as nossible testing quality and data accuracy.

4) - Delays in communicating decisions on data collection and coding

made during the study tc all E & R coordinators added "noise"
to the data.

1/

- Head Start E & R directors and staff did not design a simple random .
sample study with H/S vs non-Head Start control groups for several

reasons. First, true controls are not ppssible in many real world .
situations. In rural areas there may be too few eligible children even

in a "neighborhood" of several hundred square miles. In urban areas, there
is no way to prevent ''controls" from participating in the variety of other
preschool experiences available. Second, it was felt that more would

be learned about what kinds of programs have what effects from selected
variations or interventions and that this question, rather than assessment
of average program effects, would be more valuakle for program planning.’
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In 1967-68 the Head Start National Evaluation Coordinator was
.responsible for communications among the 14 Centers;z in 1968-69,
the Educational Kesea ?h and Evaluation Unit (EREU) of the, Washington
School of Psvchiatry =/ was responsible. for coordinating test and coding
manual development -and use, for training site coordinators and staff on
parent interview procedures, and for moritoring both the intervention
studies and data quality. Reports prepared by EREU are on file at the
national Head Start Office. For example, reports on the post testing
conditions in 1968-69 indicated that accessibilityv to the classroom,
working space, working surface, ventilation, lighting, temberature, and
cleanness were optimal or good for -about 90 percent of the children.
Noise was the greatest problem; the maJorltv of situations were judged
to be fair but acceptable. On an overall rating scale, about 45 percent
of the conditions were rated as optimal, about 45 percent as good, about4
6 percent as fair but adequate and the remainder were judged to be poor.gy
On the basis of these reports, the monitoring efforts of the experienced—
EREU staff and the edquallv experienced E & R evaluation coordinators and
staff, many of whom were with the project for all three years, the quality
of the 1968-69 data is likely to be high for a project of this size.

!

: ~
Coding, keypunching and verifying were done at the E & R Centers:

tapes were reverified for code legality and completeness by the OFQO |
- Information Center (Mrs. Jane Lee). The complete 1966-69 data bank

was edited, checked, reformatted where necessary and prepared for
processing bv World Systems, Inc. (Contract HEW-0S5-69-113.)

2/ The University of Chicago (Dr. V. Shipman) and Teachers' College
(Dr. R. Thorndike) participated in the 1966-67 and 1967-68 studies

. only.

}/ Dr. Russell H. Cort,ADr. Ann.O'Keefe, Mrs. Naomi Henderson and
Miss Margaret Mathis were responsible for virtually all manuals,
codebooks, training and monitoring of the 1968-69 study.

4 . . .
“/ Centers responding were South Carolina, Kansas, Southern, Hawaii,
Texas and Tulane.

3/ The EREU researchers were responsible for the 1965 and 1966
Planning Research Corporation National Head Start evaluatlons as well
as other similar projects.
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This summarv reflects only a portion of data available from the
individual site reports prepared by each tester, the evaluation
coordinator reports, and the files at EREU, at the Head Start
National Office, and at the E & R Centers. Analyses-of relationships
among tester age, sex, and ethnic characteristics, tester experience o
and training, testing conditions and performance could form a
large work in itself. For this report, the material was scanned
and some analyses run by E & R Centers and sites. In general, small-
scale studies with very tightly controlled testing would have less
variance associated with factors described above; however, there is
no reason to expect that major effects or signals will be lost in

_testing '"'noise" in these E & R data and for 1968-69, there is consid-

erable reason to expect little variation due to the wav in which data

were collected and coded.2 -

N I
The characteristics of the measures have already been discussed.
It is, however, appropriate_io.-emphasize that no measures currently

available are considered really satisfactory for assessing the full

_capabilities and characteristics of low-income preschool children,

particularly from such diverse cultural backgrounds. . Evidence of
test-retest reliability is sparse, and of construct or predictive
validity, even sparser. While the data are labeled in this report

as constructs (e.g., "IQ," "parental optimism,” '"emotional-social
emphasis'') it is important to remember these labels represent approximate
statemerts. Carefully as the tests were selected and new measures
developed, they capture only fragments of the child, his family, and his
experiences, and fragments that do not represent the child as sesen by

his teachers, parents and friends. The frustration of researchers who are

'sensitive to the tremendous complexity of the child's experience has been

eloquently stated by many. Perhaps few aspects of this report are as
sobering as this. The E & R evaluation data are among the most complex,
rich and varied ever collected in a national evaluation of an intervention
program--and they are about as adequate to describe a child as height,
mass, average daily temperature and wind velocity are to describe Mt.
Everest in contrast to Mt. Fujii.

6/ All open~end questions were coded under the supervision of
Dr. Virginia Shipman, Dr. Robert Hess, Dr. Irving Sigel or Dr. Bela Fehrer.

Rater rates reliabilities are .85 or higher, and some measures wore entirely

doubled coded by independent raters.
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With regard to limitations in the statistical models, there are many
problems associated with analyzing data of this type. The data are so
highly confounded that in many cases it is difficult to estimate the
effects of independent variables. In analyzing highly and complexly
confounded non-experimental data such as these, the lack of control on
other relevant variables means causal iqferences should be made
cautiously. The problems of pre and post measurement designs and the
associated analysis problems of the various types of gain scores also

" add further to the methodological difficulties. Of particular concern

in this regard is the probiem of separating regression phenomena, usually
attributed to random error in initial measurement which reduces the
reliability of the initial score as an index of the child's status,
from true changés. Regression as a phenomenon means that scores at

“both high aud low extremes tend to move toward the average scoreé

when the child is retested. A child with a score above the mean for the
test-as—a-whole is 1likely to score lower on retesting-while -a child
with a low score is likely to do better.
|

The psycholégical dynamics of regression are not well known.
There is no really satisfactory way of distinguishing "true' regression
and "true' change in a study such as the present one. Covariance
adjustments tend to reduce "true' gains or losses; simple gain scores
are unreliable since the highest scores come from the extremes where initial
measurement is most suspect. Where groups differ on initial score, covariance
adjustment, simple gain, and ANOVA often are used to present the
consequences of different assumptions about regression and '"true"
change. In the literature, raw gain and covariance adjustments are both
used when groups differ initially. If groups do not differ initiaily,
a simple comparison of final levels is usually considered satisfactory.

With respect to the sequence of ‘analyses, the general strategy
involved kointing out the highlights primarily for the 1968-69 data
and secondarily for ‘the 1967-68 data. The strategy involved the following
steps: o : . L

\

[ Y TRN

1) The definition and derivation of relevant .input and outcome

‘variables--The varignce of each derived variable was compared with the

largest latent root obtained through a principal components analysis of
the item covariance matrix to ensure that the derived variables accounted
for a reasonable proportion of variance in the data. These matrices are
on file at RTI.

\

2) The development of information retrieval systems arnd associated

computer software—--This was necessary to link child, family, teacher, and
program information and create various working tapes for the data analyses
from the by-instrument OCD data bank tape prepared by World Systems, Inc.

[-]
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3) Delecing input and outcome variables on the basis of their
univariate frequency distributions—-~Those variables with & substantial
percent of "no data' were omitted along with variables which showed little
or no variability. Continuous independent variables were redefined as

categorical variables. This procedure eliminated the issue of nonlinear
relationships between the original continuous variables and the dependent
variables.

4)... Conducting univariate analyses relating child-family background
and program variables to the prescores for the outcome measures--The
analytical method used for this purpose was analvsis of variance (ANOVA).
ANOVA was performed on each outcome measure for_ the different ievels of
the categorical independent variables considered as treatmencs. The mean
square errur between levelgs of the factor was then compared to the mean
square errov.within levels of the factor. The significance of The resulting
F. statistic was then tested.

°

5) Examining the confounding among child-familv variables and
program factors--Interrelationships among the input factors were examined
by cross tabulating various child-family background variables apainst
various program variables.

6) Examining the univariate relationships of child-family and program
input variables to raw gains on the output measures and raw gains corrected
for the prescore--The raw gain for an outcome measure for a given child is
the difference between  the post and pre score for the outcome measure for
that child.' The univariate relationships between the raw gain sé?res and the
child- famlly and program input variables:'were studied using analysis of
variance techniques. The adjusted gain score was defined as the difference
between raw gain score and the regressiun estimate of the gain score using
the prescore as the regressor. In other words, the adjusted gain score
is that part of the gain which is not accounted for by the prescore.

The analytic strategy used for studying the relationships between adjusted
gain scores and input factors was the same as that used for the analys1s
of pain scores.

“ 7)  Study of models which examined the joint influence of child-
familv backpround variables, program variables and their interactioms .
on the outcome measures--Two approaches have been follcwed here. The
first one involved analyses of variance on nonorthogonal unbalanced desipns
with four main effects and some of the interesting first order interactions
between the factors. The second approach was to examine the multiple
regressions of gain scores on the twelve OSCI factors and the pre measure
for the outcome measures. '

ERIC
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Considering the time and cost constraints and the amount of data
available, it was felt that more refined analyses were not warranted.
Strong effects in the data should be isolated on the basis of any
reasonable analytic technique.

B, Methodological Note on Missing Data

The problem of missing data cceurs in most research efforts which
involve collection of data on several wvariables related to an observational
unit. There are computational and statistical problems in handling such
data. Simply dropping all subjects for whom any datum is missing is often
unacceptable. Replacing missing data with the mean value of the overall
group on'that variable reduces the sensitivity due to diluting the possible
between group differences with the weight of the overall mean. In addition
to computational problems, the reasons” why data aré missing could show a
biased semple, so that conclusions drawn on the basis of available data are
not representative of the original sample and possibly therefore not to the
generalization population.

The Head Start data involves missing ingtances within units and also
missing units as -a whole for some analyses, Among the reasons for missing
data within units are:

Y

1) the child was untestable on some or all measures;

2) the child was not in the class even after the "make-up" day
most. ‘E & R centers scheduled;

3) tester, keypunch, or other processing error;
4) the child withdrew before the testing was complete;

5) the mother was not available for an interview (or refused)

even after three call-backs;
" L]

6) the mother lived in a difficult or unsafe ‘area and could not
come to the center for interviews;

7)  language problems;

8) refusal to answer some items;
9) inadequate records or incomplete returns;
10) accurate reflection of family structure (e.g,, no data for

father in some households),



The primary reason for missing data from initial to final periods was
that 18 percent of the children who had a pre $B did not have a post SB.
Table. I11.8 summarizes what we know about some of the reasons for missing
SB data in this study for the 1968-69 data.

Table III.8

SOME REASONS FOR MISSING DATA

Situation Percent Missing
Child untestable (SB pre) 2
Ch?ld untestable (SB post) ‘ 1
Child enrolled but unavailable (SB pre) ' 5
.Child enrolled but unavailable (SB post) 6
Child withdrew before tésting completed (SB pre) 2

Children who had a pre SB but did not have a post SB 18

In Tables ITI.9 and III.10 information on missing data is presented on
outcome measures and family background variables for all children originally
included in the samples. This includes data missing for any reason, and
these are data missing for one variab.e only. The available sample is
further reduced for any analysis involving more than one variable. ‘' For
example, in 1968-69, there were 1756 children with pre and 1518 children with
post SB scores; but there were only 1443 children with pre and post SB scores.
Some children were tested in the Spring onlv, if Eh@z_were enrolled but
unavailable in the Fall or if they had enrolled after the Fall testing period
but still early in the vear. Each analysis was computed on the largest
possible N with all data required for that comparison. No attempt was made
to impute missing values.

The effects of the biases noted were not tested except for losses due
to withdrawal or late entry of the child. Using the SB as a criterion for
effect of the bias (Table III.11), nc effects were noted for initial scores
(pre only vs. pre and post) or for final scores (post only vs. pre and post.)
for the 1968-69 datas We concluded that whatever bias may be introluced due
to withdrawal from the class, the effects are not discermible on the SB.
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Table III.9

MISSING DATA ON QUTCOME MEASURES AND CHILD-FAMILY
BACKGROUND VARIABLES

(1968-69)
. ~Percentage of Children
Variable Name With Missing Data
1. Outcome Measures
SB - Pre ‘ N 10.8
SB - Post 22.9
AH-WPPSI - Pre : ’ 12.4
AH-WPPSI - Post . 22.9
Personal Social Responsiveness — Pre 16.4
Personal Social Responsiveness - Post 23.8
Associative Vocabulary - Pre : 16.4
Associative Vocabulary - Post ‘ 24,0
Concept Activation Numerical - Pre 16.5
Concept Activation Numerical - Post 24.1
Concept Activation Sensory - Pre 16.6
Concept Activation Sensory -~ Post 24.1
Behavior Froblem Scale - Pre , 16.2
Behavior Problem Scale - Post 23.1
Motivatcion Scale - Pre 16.2
Motivation Scale - Post 23.1
Feeling of Inadequacy - Pre : ) 16.0
Feeling of Inadequacy - Post ' 23.1
Gumpgookies ~ Pre - : » 17.6
Gumpgookies - Post , 23.8
Psychological Control ~ Rejection ' 31.2
Psychological Control - Guilt ' 31.2
Reattion to Mild Infraction 32.1
Family Structure * 24,2
Accessibilitv-of Adults . 24.3
" Education of Mother . 24.7 °
Education of Fatherk 49.9
Mother Working _ 26.1 T

Husband Emplo{edl/ T 53.0
Husband's_Jobu/ 54,1
Family Income 30.8
anf Primary Source of Income i 26.8
’ Number of Moves in Last Three Years 34,2
. Ratio of Rooms to People ' 24.4
Does Child Have Own Room 24.3
Does Child Have Own Bed 24.3
e Parent Opinion Scale : 24,4
Child Influence Techniques - Bad Behavior 1 29.6

Child Influence Techniques - Bad Behavior 2 33.4 0

(continued)

iy

= The percentage of missing data for these variables includes
“father-absent families.




St

L L B IRUR NN E A et (XTI

Table II1.9 (continued) |

Percentage of Children

Variable- Name With Missing Data

2.

Child-Family Background Variables

Ethnicity _ . 0.0 !
Age 0.0
Language Spoken at Home 0.3
Child Eligibility 21.3

" Sex : 0.0
Previous Head Start Experience 0.0
Attendance ) 2.1
Pre-Post Interval - S.B, 23.2
Pre-Post Interval - P.S.I. 22.3
Pre-Post Interval - Inventory of Factors . ‘

! Affecting SB 21.6

Pre-Post Interval - Gumpgookies 23.6
Telephone at Home — Pre 33.5 ,
How Often is Child Read to - Pre 29.5
How Far in School You Would Like Child to Go - Pre 24,2
How Far in School Ycu Think He Will Go -~ Pre 24,4
What Job you Like Child to Get -~ Pre . 24,8
What Job You Think Child Will Get - Pre 25.3

Mother-Child Interaction - Pre 30.9
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Table III.1O

MISSING DATA ON OUTCOME MEASURES
+AND CHILD-FAMILY BAUCKGROUND VARIABLES

(1967-05)

Variable ' Percentage of Children
Name : With Missineg Data-

1. Outcome Measures

S.B. ~ Pre 4.3
S.B. ~ Post : 16.7
Behavior Problem Scale - Pre 5.2
Behavior Problem Scale - Post 17.0
Motivation Scale ~ Pre 5.2
Motivation Scale - Post 17.0
Feeling of TInadequacy - Pre 5.2,
Feeling of Inadequacy - Post ’ 17.0
2. Child~Famidly Background Variables ‘

Ethnicity 1.8
Age = 1.8
Language Spoken ‘at Home 3.4
Sex 1.8
Previous Head Start Experience 25.8
Attendance 10.8
Influence Techniques - Pre - 15.9
Influence Techniques - Post 38.4
sspirations - Pre ‘ 13.0
Aspirations - Post . 25,7 .
Expectations - Pre ' _ 18.5
Expectations - Post ‘ ' 31.3
Aspirations and Expectations - Pre 18.6
Aspirations and Expectations - Post _ 31.5
Education of Mother - Pre . 13.2
Mother's Job With Head Start - Post 36,0 «
Total Number ' of People in Home ~ Pre © 11,5

Ratio of Rooms to People - Pre 12.1

.
EOSSNSG SO
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- ' . Table IIT.11

MEAN INITIAL AND FINAL SCORES ON SB

(1368-69)
f_ ~Mean Score
Category : Initial Final
Those with Initial
o Score . .87.82

Those with Final .

Score . ’ 92.87

' Those With Both
Initial and .
Final Score 88.30 ' 93.12
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- CHAPTER IV~ ' o
_ g
DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICSIOF CHILDREN AND THElRlﬂ&HLlES

Accordinb to the Head Start manual, 90 percent of the children
pdrt1c1pat1ng in Head Start should come from families below GEO poverty
guidelines, which in 1967-68 was $3,800 per year for a non-rural family
of four Children 3 to 6 years of age may be enrolled, although in
most c mmun1t1Cb most caildren are a year younger than public school
enrollment age. Where there are public school kindergartens, Head
Start serves 3-4 year olds; where the public schocl begins in the
first grade, most Head Start children are.5-6 years of age. Some
yvounger children and some o]der children wro are in special need may
participate.

* Examination of the initial demographic characgeristics of the
children and their {amilies gives some idea of Head Start’'s diversity,
- and also in comparison to Head Start randcm sample census-surveys, of the
. representativeness of the sample. Neither the 1967-68 nor the 1968-69
/// sample was designed to be répresentatlve, it is, however, of ‘interest
to identify areas in which the samples are skmllar to-or different
from the national Head Start pooulatlon One ‘divergence is already
known. Because of testing difficulties, centers with predominantly Spanish-
.surnamed children or Native Amerlpan chlldren were not included in the
btudy ’
When possible, demographic charfcteristics will be presented™n a
comparative frarework Some 1967-1968 demographic data were not rétrieved
during this study. |

-

AL Demographic'Characterisﬁics of Children

(50% and 687 kespectively). The next largest subpopulation was white
(32% and 18% The remaining children were prvdominantly iHexican- .
Americar or Pulynesian. The ethnic distributions of the samples

~ 7 dre presented in Table IV.1l. In comparison with the llead Start census

survey, black children in 196869 are over-represented,

Most of Zif‘eh{ldren in both 1967-68 and 1968-69 samples were black
e
)

Crihe samp1c~ were divided Lvenly by sex; 50. 7% were boys and 49.3%
pirls, and- SOIMY, Wi o b“%ﬁ and 49.5% girls . .in 1967-68 and 1968-69,
respccutvelv.a This is similar tc national.raties.

Nlth reg drd tu age‘at time of inltial teStlnb, the range of ages
was {rof 2 °1/2 to 6 years of agc. Tne distributions are shown in e
Table 1Ve2. In LQNDarLbOH to ndtlondl samples, older children
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Table IV.1

ETINIC DISTRIBUTION OF THE SAMPLE

1967-68 1968-69 Head Start

Ethnic Group E&R E&R Census
Black 50% 68% 51%
White _ 32% 18% 38%
—Other : 18% 14% 11%
N 1889 1998
Table VI.2

T AGE DISTRIBUTIONS OF SAMPLES

Age at time of
Initial Testing

Chronological Distributions .Head Start
Age in Months 1967-68 1968-69 Ceusus
Less than 48 = 28% 217 21%

4 59 617 57% 43%

60+ 11% 227 367%

vl
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(i.e., those for whom Head Start serves as a kindergarten year) are
under-represented.

*The children represented all geographic areas and sizes and types
of cities; however, by far the largest proportion (78%) in the 1968-69
sample came from cities with populations over 25,000. Of the remainder, 11%
were from the urban fringe areas and 117 were from rural areas. Similar
data from the 1967-68 data file were not analyzed.

With regard to prior Head Start experience, 82% of the 1968-69 bample
fad no previous school experience as required by the E&R sampling guldellneb.
Neither 1967-68 data nor Head Start census data are available for comparison;
recently (1970-71; 1971-72) about 46% of the children have previously.
attended full-year Head Start.

B.  Demographic Characteristics of Families

For the 1968-69 data, 1400 of the 1523 completed family interviews -
involved the mother. Similar data on the 1967-68 sample wére not retrieved
but it is a safe assumption to presume the same condition exists.

The distribution of these families on the derived socioeconomic
status index was given in Table ILI.5. Table IV.3 shows the ‘actual ’ :
income distribution for available data. In comparison with the Head
Start Censuc sample, the E&R respondents seemed to report slightly
higher incomes. However, in comparison with the U.S. National Census.
the median pe. capita income for the Head Start E & R sample is substantially
lower than the U, S. median of $7,974. The Head Start Census sample
survey reported a median Head Start income of $3,210.

Table 1IV.3

o DISTRIBUTION OF FAMILY INCOME

1968-69 - 1968 Head
Yearly Encome ’ E&R Centers Start Census
Less than §$2,000 11% . o 27%
2,000 to 3,999 .61% - 40%
4,000 to 5,999 o 32% - 237
6,000 to 7,999 12% 7%
. Over 8,000 ‘ 4% 3%

N ‘ 1383
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Head Start families are larger than the.average family size. Head
Start survey figures show a median family size of 6.7 persons with over
two-thirds of the Head Start children having older siblings living in the
home.* Similar data for the 1967-68 and 1968-69 samples were not
‘analyzed. , : ' ' e

Parents of E&R sample Head Start families were similar in educational
and occupational status to the Head Start census sample; they were less
well educated and more 1ike1y'to be unemployed or employed in low status
occupations than the U. §. national averages,

1S

In 1967-68, only 3% of the mothers had attended college while
637 had less than a high school education; 24% had less than a 9th
srade education. .In 1968-69 only 67 of the mothers had attended college
while 637% had less than a high school education; 19% had less than a 9th
grade education. Since the quality of education often is lower in
low-income areas (Coleman et al., 19€0) the educational competency
of these mothers is likely to be lower at each category than the
»U.S. averages. That is, to ''compensate' for differences in school -
quality, these parents would have to receive more years of schooling
to be equivalent to the national averages; for example, two years
of college for a low-income person may equal a high szhool degree for a /
person from a high-income family because of inequities in the educatiomal -
system. Table IV.4 shows these distributions. The Head Start census also
reports two-thirds of the mothers were not high school graduates.

- ' - Table IV.4

MOTHER'S EDUCATION

- . , 1967-68 . 1968-69 1968
lducational Level E&R Centers E&R Centers Head Start Census
Less than 9th grade 247 19% 28% . nff;
9th to 11th grade 397 447 o 38% '
12th grade (H.S. Graduate) 32% 31% 27% -

Some college or more 5% 6% C4

N : 1889 1513
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Considering enly families where both parents were present, in
1968-69 only 8% of the fathers had attended college while 647 had less
than a high school education; 32% had less than a ninth-grade education.
Table IV.5 presents this information. Similar data for 1967-68 were
analvzed; the llead Start census data reports 71% of the fathers
had not graduated from high school.

Table IV.5

FATHER'S EDUCATION

: 1968-69 . 1968
Educational Level E&R Centers Head Start Census
Less than 9th grade 2%y . - 427% .
9th to llth grade 327+ 64% 29;%5 71%
12th grade (H.S. Graduate) 287 217
Some college or more 8% 8%

.
B

Regarding employment, Table IV.6 indicates that almost one-half
of the mothers were not working and were not looking for Work whils
about 20% of the mothers were working full time. U. S. census data
show about 197 of mothers in this category. For families where both
parents were present, about 76% of the fathers were working full time.
Head Start census figures show about 83% of fathers and 31% of mothers
employed. The 1968-69 E & R sample fathers were more likely than the
census fathers to have completed between 9 and 11 years of school;. thev
were not, however, more likely to be employed full or part time. Similar
data for 1967-68 Were(not retrigved,

Table IV.6

PARENTAL EMPLOYMENT

: . 1968
Employment 1968-69 Employment Head Start Census
Status Mothers Fathers - Status Mothers Fathers
Not working,

but looking 17% 6%
Not Working, ‘ .
not looking YA 4% Unemployed - 697 177

Retired or
disabled 1% 47
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The primary source of income was fathers' earnings for about 457

of the families; about 28Z of the families were receiving welfare. The
distribution of primary source of income is shown in Table 1V.7 for
1968-69.

The fact that 01% of the families lived primarily on parental
carnings and were still eligible for Head Start, may help communicate
something of the life_experience of people who work in the mo.t physically
arduous and lcast attractive jobs in our society and still are so poor
that the average per capita income is below national averages.

'Y

Table 1V.7

PRIMARY SOURCE OF FAMILY INCOME - A7
Scurce 1968-69
Mother's earnings 12%
Father's earnings 45%) 61%
Combined parent carnings 47
Other adult 3%
Welfare 28%
_arnings plus welfare 3%
Other sources : ' 5%
Ne 1469

.
While most (55%) of the children lived with both parents, 29% came
from mother-only homes. These data are shown in Table IV.8. Similar
data for 1967-68 were nct retrieved; Head Start census figures show
67% of the homes having both parents.

Table IV.8

FAMILY STRUCTURE
.

~
\ 4 - 1968-69
Family Structure &R Centers
Mother only 297%
Both parents ‘482} 559 Y
Parents and other adults “ o 7% °\\\\
Other 16%

N : ©1523
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C. Summaryv P
In summary, while there is considerable variability in every demographic

characteristic, the typical Head Start child in these samples was blaclk,

pre~-kindergarten age, and came from a family with both mother and father

present. The child had older brothers and sisters, and rélative to most

children in this country, lived in circumstances associated with low

educational attainment, with parents who worked but co.ld earn far.

less than whatlwas needed for a minimally acceptable standard of

living, with overcrowding (.8 rooms per person), and with high mobility

(52% moved one or more times in the last three years).

In comparison to the, Head Start census samples, black children,
yvounger children (pre-kindergarten) and slightly bettev off families
were overrepresented in the E & R samples. Jf these characteristics -
are related to initial psychologicLF status or final status, or '
interact with program experiences to affect changes, the overall findings
from the E & R sample may not represent what "typically' happens in
Head Start. Even if the sample were wholly representative, such
interactions would mean that general statements would be less precisc
than more specific conclusions? e.g., a more reliable statement would
be "younger children gained 10 developmental months in 8 chronoiogical
months, while older children gained 8 developmental months in the same
time'" rather than '"on the ‘average, children gained 9 developmental
months." Non-representativeness of the E & R sample would not affect the
reliability of the first statement; it would affect the reliability
of the second statement in comparison with a national representative
sample.

The appropriate generalizations will be indicated in the text; the
data in the tables should be cited only with due con51derat10n of
limitations on generalization,

Where the demographic variables cited are not related to outcomes ,
less restriction need e placed on generalization. A conservative
approach is to be cautious about generalizations from non-randomly
selected samples since divergence on possibly relevant factors which
were not.considered could bias results. A less conservative approach
would emphasize the similarity of E & R and census samples on many
variables (e.g., child sex, mother's educatlon) and consider the findings
as reasonably general N
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CHAPTER V

[ Y i

' DESCRIPTION OF TEACHERS AND PROGRAMS

Project Head Start is a national program. There are Head Start
classes in all of the 50 states and many .of the territories, including
Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, and Guam. Head Start is aisc a
neighborhood’program, cmploying wherever possible people who form tiic
community iof which Head Start is a part. 1In the guidelines, the competencies
an individual brings to a program, rather than formal training, are
stressed for many positions; tne exceptions are primarily in the health
area. In part, this policy-was dictated by lack of trained personnel;
in 1966-69 if a-degree in early childhood education were required for
a teacher, most full -year »rograms would never have opened. In a larger
part, this policy was chosen in the belief that the talents and competencies
neighborhood residents had developed constituted a reservoir of unused
talent. If, by providing enough training to release these talents;
neighborhood residents could operate the programs, Head Start could
make a direct contribution to reducing unemp loyment and poverty, and
the programs themselves might benefit from the urderstandlng and loving
acceptance of the needs of the children that people who had 'been therc"
could bring to the classes. It was recognized that this policy meant
th= development of in-service training programs on a nation-wide scale; .
universities and colleges responded to this need, not only by expanding
their early childhood education departments but also by developing special
seminars, workshops and special degree programs and by makiny their
staffs available as consultants and trainers. It was equally recognized
that this policy would mean a slower start—up and later achievement of
uniformly high quality programs than might be expected if trained,
qualified staff were available for most programs.

These comments should not be interpreted to mean that most Head Start
staff was incompetent and unqualified. They do suggest that attributes
other than forma’ training were salient and that staff potential and
existing competencies had to be further developed, undoubtedly more so
than in many experimental programs. ' In addition, a system cf in-service
training and supervision had to be put in place--like those required b
many experimental programs--before the centers could be expected to
uniformly provide high quality service in all aspects of the comprehensive
program.

Staff experience and training, and the résources available within
the community, therefore are sources of variation in Head Start
programs. Local decisions regardlng program emphasls and curriculum
1\)0}’08(‘,1\ Wit in "13‘;‘:(-"-‘ v SRR e QU T ~nF vArin by J"'j Sty o



as stated in Chapter 1 provide a framework, as do the guidelines, within
which all programs operate. . The guidelines specify the minimum standards
and conditions deemed necessary if a program is to meet the national goals,
These define a very broad and flexible program; for example, the minimum
adult/child ratios for children of different ages are specified, but not
what the adults must do. The RainboWw Series of booklets which supplement
the guidelines describes what might be called a traditional, child-centered
program in that the objectives emphasize the child's personal-social
development in a supportive rather than directive atmosphere. This
approach is different from the stereotyped 'play school" in that the
teacher is responsible for plamming how the daily activities can specifically
help the individual child; it is assumed that she knows what she is doing
and why in relation to each child for whom she is responsible. Head Start
programs. are free to adopt any approach that seems valuable to the staff
and parents, or to mix what seems best from several approaches. National
and regional staff provides local programs with information on approaches
to early childhood education--which have proliferated since 1965-—through
many technical assistance and rnsearch utilization systems.

In 1967-68, programs were selected to represent examples of the
variety. of approaches adopted by local programs. In 1968-69, for the
first time the national office, ,on the recommendation of most E & R
Center Directors, focused the national evaluations on the programs
developed by individual E & R Jirectors with the agreement and cooperatior
of the local programs. The classroom observation data described below
therefore represent selected natural variation in 1967-68 and a mixture
of experimental classes and regular Head Start programs in 1968-69. ‘
.The primary emphasis in this report is on analysis of 1968-69 data.

The 1967-68 data were used where comparable analyses were possiblc,
Therefore, very little 1967-68 teacher-program information will be
presented.

.

AL Teacher Demographic Data

Head teacher demographic data were available for 97 teachers in
1968-69. Head teacher ages varied from quite young (21 year of agc
or less) to late middle age (46 years or more). Approximately two-third:
of the teachers were between 22 and 39 years of age. The distribution
of head teacher's age is given in Table V.1l.  All but five of the 97
1968-69 teachers were female; 50 were black and 43 were white.

Table V.2 indicates the level of teacher preparation. Over half
of the teachers held at least a bachelor's ‘degree. In 1968-69, 56%
reported taking early childhood education courses or receiving a degree
An this field. Twenty-nine percent of the teachers lived in the Head
Start community and 25% had no experience with disadvantaged children
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Table V.1

DISTRIBUTION QF HEAD TEAU.ER'S AGE

Teacher's Age 196 8-69

2 ' 21 years or less 47
22=27 years 297

28-33 years 147

' 34-39 years 217
40-45 years \ 15%

46 years or more 177

Total N 97 -

Table V.2

LEVEL OF HEAD TEACHER'S PREPARATION

Educational Level 1968-69
High school graduate or less - _ 5%
Some college ) 247
A.A. Degree - 10%
B.A. or B.S. Degree 37%
C Course credit beyond B.A. or B.S. 19%
M.A. and credit above M.A. - _S%
Total N . 97

prior to joining Head Start. Regarding previous experience in filend
Start, 71% in 1968-69 reported a year or more of paid Head Start
experience prior to the evaluation study. These data give some
information regarding the mobility of classroom staff.
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B. Some Aspects of Class Structure

With regard to program auspices in 1968-69, 37% were LEA (local
educational agencies) operated and 47% were Ci\ (cemmunity action agencies)
operated.

-

The teacher/child/classmate ethnic structure is shown in Table V.3.
Most classes were ethnically homogeneous, as would be expected of
neighborhood programs. 1In 1968-69 about 60% of the nmon-white children
were taught by non-white teachers while about 597% of the white children
were taught by white teachers. Fifteen percent of the children were of

a different ethnic group 'than the majority of their classmates.

Table V.3
TEACHER/CHILD/CLASSMATE ETHNIC STRUCTURE

(1968-69)
Teacher Child Class - Percent
White " Vhite. (Majority White (75% or more) 9.3
White White Mixed (74%‘6r less) | 4.0
White White Majority other 2.0
White Other Majority White | 0.4
White Other Mixed 6.8
White Other Majority Other 25.5
Qther White Majority White 2.3
Other | White Mixéd ‘ 3.1
Other White Majority Other ' 1.8 '
Other Other Majority White 0.3
Other « Other. Mixed ’ 7.8
Other Other Majority Other T

Total N 1991

[y
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(.. Class Physical Resources

. Class physical resources varied widely. The resource variation reported.
by classroom observers and shown in Table V.4, agrees with the sclf reported
census flndlngs, in that some centers were hav1ng difficulty finding ap- )
propriate sp-ce and facilities for conductlng comprehensive programs while
others were able to find very good facilities and obtain excellent equip-~
ment. Examination of Table V.4 shows that the majority of centers appear
to have found svfficient space, both indoor and outdoor, although the data
do not reflect whether the space was truly functional to its purpose. Out-
door equipment such. as swings and sandboxes was present only in about half
the centers while indoor equipment was, in general, far more plentiful.
Musical instruments, ingerpaint sets and puzzle sets were especially pre-
valent,

D, Classroom Activities as Reported by Trained Observers

Table V.5 presents the correlations among the four 1967-68 factors, and

‘Table V.6, the 1968-69 OSCI Class and Teacher factor score correlations.

The intercorrelations (Table V.5) involving the four 1967-68 0SCI scores'
considered in the present analyses indicated no relationships of any practical
significance. '

The 1968-69 factor correlations are based upon individual child data

rather than class average data. They are the correlatigns involving indivi-

dual.child exposure to the 12 factors (i.e., child was the unit of analysis).
These correlations should be quite close to the cotrelations that would be
obtained from using class as the’unit of analysis. They can be considered
as correlations based upon differential weightings of the classes. Since

in most cases classes are approximatel) equal in size, the weights for
classes will tend to be simi’ar in magnitude.

It is apparent from the data that the six class factors are relatively
independent of each.other and that the six teacher factors are also r.la-
tively 1ndependent of éach other. The cross correlations between these two
sets of factors are somewhat higher. There was a strong correlation 7 .67
between Class and Teacher Structured Lessons and a correlation of .66 be-
tween Class Language and Discrimination Learning and Teacher Receptive

Learning. \ '
; N

The distributions of. the factor scores for the 1968-69 data are pre-
sented in Table V.7 and V.8 for Teacher and Class factors respectively.
A .comparative examination of the” distributions of the two sets of factors

showing high cross correlations, as well az those other factors relaq{ng .

-1 ~ - B ) 5 L
i



Table V.4

SCHOOL PLANT RESOURCES

Py !

Square Feet OQutdoor Space Square Feet Indoor Floor o
Per Child : ' Space Per Child N
N 7 TN 7 h
0 to Tess than 0 to less than - ;
139 sq. ft. 330 | 22.0 14 sq. ft. 92 6.1
| 40-49 sq. ft. 21 | 1.4 15-19 sq. ft. 24 1.6

50-59 sq. ft. 27 1.8 20-24 sq. ft. 58 3.8
60-69 sq. ft. 67 4.5 | 25-29 sq. ft. 147 9.7
70-79 sq. ft. 88 5.9 30-34 sq. ft. 116 7.6
80-89 sq. ft. 10 0.7 35239 sq. ft. 193 | 12.7 |
90-99 sq. ft. 45 | 3.0 40-44 sq. ft. 4 | 2.6
100 sq. ft or 45 sq. ft. or o
over 915 60.9 more” . 847 55.8

Humber of Swing Sets ‘ _ Number of Sandbozxes

TN % | N o

0 875 57.7 0 752 49.6

1-2 428 | 28.2| - 1-2 685 | 45.2

3-4 136 9.0 3-4 . : - 030 | . 2.0

5-6 64 4.2 5-6 37 2.4

7-8 14 0.9 7-8 13 0.9

(éontinued)
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*Table V.4 (continued)

Waterplay Equipment

N %

0 544 35.9
-2\ 721 | 47.5

3-4 118 7.8

"5-6 39 2.6

7-8 25 1.6

9-10 13 | .0.9

15 or more 57 3.8

Small Block Se&s
} PN %

O - 168 11.1

1-2 381 25.1

3-4 354 | 23.3
5-6 189 | 12.5.

7-8 51 | 3.
11-12 20 | o1.3

15 or'more 354 23;3

r

Fingerpaint Sets

N %

0 62 4o !

1-2 187 | '12.3

3-4 162 | 10.7

5-6 ~ | 169 11.ii

7-8° 78 5.1 |
9-10 77| Us.o1 |
11-12 i 116 | 7.6 |
13-14 12 | 0.8

15 or move 654 43:£j

!

Pvzzle Sets

. N %
0 73 4.8
1-2 85 | 5.9
3-4 7 59 3.9
5-6 144, 9.5
7-8 - 33 z.zj
9.-10 191 | 1.

|

11-12 50 3.3
13-14 32, z."

15 or.more 850 56.)i

(continued)




Table V.4 (continued)

Learning Games

Musical Instruments

N 7 R %
0 161 | 10.6 0 173 | 11.5
1-2 1229 | 15.1 1-2 444 | 29.A
34 361 | 23.8 3-4 26 1.7
5-5 257 | 16.9 5-6 42 .8
7-8 72 4.7 | 7-8 25 1 1.7
9-10 133 8.8 9-10 127 | 8.5
11-12 57 3.8 “11-12 28 | 1.9
13-14 28 1.8 13-14 46 | 2.9
15 or moré" 219 | 4.4 | 15 or more 593 | 39.5
\.,\ _}
oy
'L Science Equipment
¥ N %
\ 519 | 34.2
, < 1-2 474 | 31.2 ~
3-4 179 | 11.8
5~6 98 | 6.5
7-8 28 1.8
9-10 37 2.4
11-12 - 77 | 51
6.9

15 or more

105

b

*
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Class and ‘Yeacher btructured'Lessons factors (r=.67) are distributcoed
similarly. The Teacher factor haé its mode at scale zero with a normal
piling up immediately on both sides, but there is a =trong compression
toward the positive end of the scale. The Class factor has its mode
slightly below zero, but 94% of the remaining scores are above this,

i.e., strong positive skew. High scores on these factors represent a
high degree of structure.

Class Language and Discrimination Learning and Teacher Receptive
Learning (r=.66) are also quite similar in distribution. Differences arec
slight : the Class factor has a plateau mode broadly on the negative side
of zero while the Teacher factor has a clear modal point just slightly
negative; but the Teacher factor has a few more negative cases than the
Class factor. Both these factors are largely defined by language activities
and materials in a watching—listenjng context. The distributions indicate
‘quite similar degrees of presence in classes. '

Although not having high cross correlations, two other sets of factors
‘pairs' distributions should be examined because of their analogous aims.
The Teacher and Class Social Emotional Interaction factors (r=.15) are shaped
quite closely alike with positive skew. The indications here are not of
warmth or coolnéss of the classroom but rather of an even tempo of inter-
action tending toward the slightly demonstrative. There are two factor..
concermned with art activities (r=.31). From the teacher and class view-—

points there is slAghtly more variability toward the positive than toward
the negative énd of the scale. -

Table V.5 .
CORRELATIONS AMONG 0SCI FACTORS -
(1967-68)
/
1 2 3 4
1. Cogq@tive—Low Structure . 02 -.14 .05
,rﬁ 2. | Routines and Rules ) ' .05 -.10
3. Cognitive~Bigh Structure .05
- 4. _Child Ce@tered—Unstructured
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Table V.7
DISTRIBUTION OF VALUES ON OSCI TEACHER FACTORS
(1968-69) ‘
B I. Social II. Structured —.-
: Emotional Lessons~Large
Intervals Interactions Group V. Routines
(Z-Standaxd) N % N % N %
4,00 3.51 13 .8 0 0.0 17 1.0
3.50 3.01 -0 0.0 37 2.2 20 1.2
3.00 2.51 23 1.4 34 2.1 0 0.0
2.50 2,01 44 2.7 "33 2.0 9 .5
2.00 1.51 59 3.6 97 5.9 58 3.5
1.50 1.01 99 5.4 130 7.9 142 8.7
1.00 .51 204 12, 109 6.6 242 14.7
.50 .01 301 18. 232 14.0 259 15.8
0.00 - .49 309 1847 515 31.2 446 27.2
- .50 - .99 437 28.4 255 15.4 204 12 .4
-1.00 -1.49 154 9.3 184 11.1 160 - 9.8
-1.50 -1.99 19 -7 1.1 14 .8 44 2.7 :
-2.00 =-2.49 0 7 0.0 0 0.0 40 2.4
-2.50 -2.99 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0
-3.00 -3.49 0 0.0 13 .8 0 0.0
-3.50 -3.99 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 2.1
-4.00 -4.49 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0
1653 1653 1641
T IV. Creative
III. Art Instruction-
Intervals Activities Small Group VI. Receptive
N A N % N 4
-4.00 -3.51 "o 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0
~3.50 -3.01 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0
~-3.00 -2.,51 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0
-2.50 -2,01 0 0.0 14 .9 0 0.0
-2.00 -1.,51 116 7.1 73 4.4 91 5.6
-1.50 -1.01 84 5.1 118 7.2 144 8.8
-1.00 - .51 410 25.0 301 . 18.3 345 21.2
- .50 - .01 252 15.3 434 26 .4 402 24,6
0.00 49 313 19.1 305 18.4 299 18.3
.50 .99. 246 15.0 116 . 7.1 119 7.3
1.00 1.49 131 8.0 185 . 11.3 141 8.6
1.50 1.9 206° 1.2 59 3.6 40 2.5
2,00 2.49 38 2.3 9 .5 48 2.9
2.50 2.99 24 1.5 17 1.0 2 A
3.00 3.49 9 .5 10 6 0 0.0
3.50 3.99 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0
4,00 4.49 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0
: 1643 1641 1631
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; Table V.8
DISTRIBUTION OF VALUES ON OSCI CLASS FACTORS
(1968-69
-II1. Social

I. Structured Emotional V. Instruction
Intervals Lessons Interactions in Creative Arts
Q—Standard) N R4 N 9 N 9
4.00 3.51 0 0.0 20 1.2 0 0.0
3.50 3.01 0 0.0 13 .8 19 - 1.2
3.00 2.51 K 30 1.8 0 0.0 20 1.2
2.50 2.01 23 1.4 19 1.1 - 0 0.0 .
2.00 1.51 150 9.1 40 2.4 54 3.3
'1.50  1.01 129 7.8 88 5.3 168 10.3
1.00 51 Y 114 6.9 287 17.4 227 13.9

.50 .01 180 10.9 374 22.6 292 - 17.9

0.00 -~ .49 350 21.2 169 22.3 340 20.8
- .50 -~ .99 - 608 36.8 29§ 18.0 240 14.7
-1.00 -1.49 .60 3.6 93 5.6 192 11.7
~1.50 -1.99 9 .5 52 3.1 70 4.3
-2.00 =2.49 0 0.0 0 0.0 13 .8
-2.50 -2.99 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0
-3.00 =3.49 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0
-3.50 -=3.99°° 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0
-4.00 -4.,49 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0

653 1653 1635 ’
; II. Group VI. Language

"Activities and Iv. Verbal and Discrimination
Intervals " Routines Communication Leamning

' N %
~4.,00 -3,51 - 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0
-3.50 -3.01 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0
-3.00 -2.51 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0
-2.50 -2.01 15 9 0 0.0 -0 0.0
-2.00 -1.51 i3 .8 29 1.8 0 0.0
-1.50 -1,0" 157 9.5 132 8.0 102 6.2
-1.00 - .51 228 13.8 433 26.2 471 28.8
- .50 - .0L 462 27.9- » 368 22.3 465 28.4
0.00 49 330 20.0 309 18.7 271 16.5
(50 .99 227 13.7 165 10.0 165 10.1

'1.00 1.49 90 5.4 94 - 5.7 40 2.4
1.50 1.99 40 2.6 38 2.3. 50 3.1
2.00  2.49 31 1.9 31 1.9 30 1.8
2.50  2.99 32 1.9 39 2.4 31 1.9
3.00  3.49 14 -8 15 .9 13 .8
3.50 3.99 0 0.0 o 0.0 0 0.0
4.00 4,49 | __14 -8 0 0.0 0 0.0

1653 1653 1638
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CHAPTER VI

INITTAL PSYCHOLOGICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF CiiILDREN
: AND THEIR FAMILIES

While the emphasis in this report is on change, consideration of
the initial psycholegical status of children and their families is of
interest in its own right and -may be relevant to understanding the 4
changes later discussed.

A. Psychological Characteristics of Children

Table VI.l presents the means, Ns, and standard deviations for the
pre score means on the seven outcome measures. The data presented in Table
VI.1 for 1968-69 exclude children with previous Head Start experience while
the data for 1967-68 include children with previous Head Start experience.
The 1967-68 children with previous Head Start experience could not be
identified. Standard deviations are not given on the Behav.or Problem,
Motivation Problem, and Feellngs of Inadequacy scales due to thelr extremcly
skewed distributions.

Table VI.1

PRESCORE MEANS (X), Ns AND STANDARD DEVIATIONS
(SD) FOR Ss ON THE OUTCOME MEASURES

_ 1967-68 " 1968-69
Pre Score X SD N X SD N
Stanford Binet IQ 91.35 13.75 1779  88.57 14.37 1420
Preschool Inventory —-— ~-- - 32.46 11.29 1298
Animal House (WPPSI) - - -— 20.82 12.81 1373
Gumpgookies - -— == 34.10 7.17 1293
. Behavior Problem 0.65 0- 7% 1760 0.68 0- 7% 1322
Motivation Problen 1.87 0-10% 1760 1.58 0-10% 1321
Feelings of Imadequacy® ~ 1.00 0- 4% 1760 0.74 0~ 4% 1322

*
Range of scores.

For the one measure (Stanford-Binet) on which normative data are
available, the entering performance is substantially lower than that of-
the more economically heterogeneous norming sample (Table VI.2). The
Preschool Inventory was nommed on a low-income Head Start sample but the
norm total score mean and standard deviation are not comparable with the
present data because of scale dlfferences. The children scored about
one-third of a standard deviation below the norming sample of the AH-WPIMST:
it was not possible to calculate an exact comparison.



Table VI.2

S

PRESCORES COMPARED Tt NORMATIVE DATA

1967- 1968-A0 Normative
X . N b X $D
Stanford-Binet 1Q a1.35 13,75 48.57 14337 100 16
No normative data exist for tiie three adjustment rating scales (BP, Mr,
tI1). The frequency distributions on which the means ve based are  highly

skewed; few children exhibited a large number of pro. .ems and most showed
0 or 1. This can be seen in Table VI.3. The most frequently reported prob-
lem was motivation. : .

Table VI.3

FREQUENCY DISTRIBUTIONS IN PER CEMNT FOR ADJUSTMENT RATING SCALES

_967~68 1968-69 _
Raw Score BP MP FI BP MP Fi
(Mo. of Problems)_Q:Zi; 0-1U* 0-4%* 0-7% 0-10% "0-4%*
0] 66.2 44,2 60.2 64.5 40.7 52.6
1 17.8 18.3 18.9 17.1 15.1 19.5
2 7.5 12.1 9.1 11.0 12.7 _ 11.7
3 4.8 6.9 6.8 4.9 8.4 . 8.7
4 2.5 6.1 - 5.0 1.7 9.4 7.5
5 0.8 5.2 - 0.7 6.0 -
6 0.1 3.3 - 0.1 4.2 V-
7+ 0.2 3.9 -— - 3.5 -
N 1163 1168 1171 177G 1790 175¢C

Range of scores.

Interpretaction of behavior in a tecting situation must be made
cautiously since tester rapport and skill doubtless substantially afrc.t
the child's ease,” cooperativeness and interest. In general, the majority
of children, most new to Head Start and most tested in week 4 to 12 of the

- pregram, did not show behavior problems or feelings of inadequacy and
many did not show motivatioual problems.. This may reflect (1) the skill
of the testers, (2) the children’s adaptation to Head Start, or (3) that
the Head Start children enter programs on the whole, cooperative, -confident,
and well-adjusted in terms of behavior: exchted of 2 to 6-year-olds,
Much has been written on the damaging effects cf the dlsadvantdged home
on the child's personal-social development. While true "pre" data arc not
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y available, these descriptions suggest that, except for motivational problems,
the responsibility of the schools is to maintain the positive self-concept
(FI) and adjustment (BP) with which the child enters. - Some evidencc in
support - of this interpretation is found in the ETS longitudinal studv of
disadvantaged children (Shipman, 1970). On the Brownw Self-Concept test.,

. children wiio were tested in the spring and summer before entering liead
-Start had a very favorable self -concept, with scores as high as those of
more advantaged children. While the Brown may lend itself to a positive:
response set, the data are at least suggestive of the need to look for

maintenance of self-esteem in preschool and primary school rather than u
mean gain..

Additional support for this interpretation may be found in Table V1.4,
the prescore intercorrelation matrix. The 1968-69 correlations between
initial Binet and PSI performance for the Motivation Prbblem scale are .
~-.29 and -.27 respectively; for Behavior Problems, the correlations are
-.10 and -.08, and for Feelings of Inadequacy, -.13 and -.18. However,
thgse correlation coefficients should be viewed with caution due to the
highly skewed distributions of the behavior rating scales.

I3

Table VI.4
) .
INTERCORRELATIONS AMONG PRESCORES* .
. N
Scores SB PSI WPPSI  GUMP BP MP FI
Scores , : g v
1. SB .45 24 300 -.10 -.29 0 -.13 ’
2. Psl 52 - .50 -.08 -.27 -.18
3. WPPSI-AH .33 -.09 -.13 . -.09 -
4. GUMP ’ C - =130
5. BP -.12 -.03
6. MP ©=.30 - L L1 . .52
7. FL - . =17 ' .10 ° .54
o * ,1967—68 below diagonal; 1968-69 above diagonal.

The data from the intercorrelation matrix indicate that initial
performance on the Biret, the Preschool Inventory and the Gumpgookies
may be related more to motivational problems than to feelings of in~
adequacy and behavior problems,

As an inference, this suggests that on all initial measures--be
the measure -intended as an assessment of cognitive development (Binet),™
preschool achievement (PSI) ©r achievement motivation (Gumpgookies)--
the child's scores are more affécted by his apparent willingness to




periorm and interest in the tests (MP) than by svcial adjustment (81) ;
. . F
or self-conce pt (¥1).

Tne data also suggest that:

1) Cognitive performance is associated with preacademic readiness
(.45), achievement motivation (.30) and motivational problems (-.29).

2) Preacademic readiness is also éssociatéd with ability to
learn a new task (.52), achievement motivation (i:50) and motivatien
problems (-.27 ’

e
L

3) Ability to 1eafg/é/;ew task is alsc reluled to achievement
motivation (.33), whi%e/éthievement motivation is additionallyv asso.ciated
with mozivational_prdblems (=.22). ‘

4) wi{ﬁin the behavior scales, motivational problems had -
more igfcémmon with self concept (feelings of inadequacy) than with’
adjustment (behavior problems). .

T strength. of these relationships as pre measures, with age
considered and with initial testing conducted betwcen weeks 4 and-12 o

~B. 7 Effect of Prior iiead Start Experience on Initial Performance

Prior liead Start experience is reliably associated with initiul
performance. As far as known, none of the children with prior experience
had previously been tested with the evaluation battery. and probablv not
with other measures since testing has typically been used onlv if a
child would be referred for'psyuholdgica{ services' asscssments. Children
with no previous Head Start experience had the lowest scores on the rngnitiﬂc
measures. Table VIT.3 in Chapter VII gives more information regarding these
relationships. Table VI.S shows ddta for 1968-69; data wére not analvzed for
1967-~-68. :

Table VI.5
T .

INITIAL PERFORMANCE AND PRIOR
HEAD START EXPERIENCE - MLIAN SCORES

o ~ (1968-69)

) o More Than

- Measure | None Summe r Summer

5B 88.57 91.17 91.94

PS1 32,46, 40.82 36.05

AH © . 20.82 25.90 21.42
Gump 34.10 35.50 35.72 '

° BP 0.68 .79 0.59

T OMP 1.58  2.03 1.22

FI ‘ 0.74 0.79 0.56

CA (months) 53.59 53.13 51.74

o N for SE 1420 157 179
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or significant relationship was discovered.

Children with prior lead Starﬁ tend to be younger than children without
prigr Head Start. " Older children without prior’ Head Start tend (o irave. i

“fOwer initial scores than do younger children with prior Head Start.

These differences teref01é should be con31dered only a8 Consistunt with
the belief that Head Start’ experience benefits the child, rather than as
conclusive evidence either of an effect or of the magnitude of chmmges.

C.. Effect of Time of Initial Testing on Performance

‘ .

While most children were initially tested in weeks 4-8 of their
Head Start éxperience, some were tésted earlier and some much later.
The dvsgclatloh of initial performance on the Blnet _and time of testing
forchildren with no prior Head Start was lnvestlgated and Jo substantial,

” ) ‘e

D. Social—Psychological Characteristics of Families - - -

Five major areas will be conSidered: parental asplratlons and
pxp;ctatlons for their children; parental techniques for modifying ‘

- chiid behav1or parental stimulation of the child's cognitive developmunt

-

parental "10cus of control"-—optimism or pessimism; ard Patentdl
part101paclon in Head Start. In later .chapters, the relatlo\ of these charac—

teristics to the child's initial performance and gains will pe consldered
A 4
{

1. Parental Asplratlons and prectatlons for the Children (Pre flrent

¢ Interview)

Four items were used in 1968-69 to assess parental hopes for
tieir childrer:

.

a) How far do you hope (your child) will go in school?

i .

;b) How far do you expect (your child) will go in school?
¢) What job do you hope (your child) will have? . ‘¢f

d) What job do you expect (your child) will have?

As discussed in Chapter: III, these items were rombined into ‘an
aspirations dimension and an expectatiohs dimengirn. Table VI.6 summarizes
available 1nformat10n for both samples, It can be seen from Table VI.6 that
while mothers' expectations for their chbildren are relatively low, their
aspirations are relatlvely high. The mothers have 'great hopes for their

children, but also reallstlcally perceive obstacles to the fulfillment of ‘
these hopes

'

2, Parental Technlques for MOdlflng,the Child's Behavlor (459 Par:nt
} Interview) .

B v

- Four open-ended questlons were intended to asseSs parental tech-
niques for~mod1fy1ng children's behavior:



Table VI.6 , =‘}" !
( MATERNAL ASPIRATIGNS AND EXPECTATIONS ~ ..
\ : . {Pre Parent Interview)
Levels o ] _ Percent
Aspiration Level (1968-69) | : B
= )(Education_and Uccupation)
Low 8
Medium 3°
High S 53 .
7
N 1101 160
E§é¢ctation Level (1968-69)
(Education and Occupation) .
wa ) - . . 57
Medium - 29
iligh : - . 14
N - 11 1100

Educational Aspiraéions Lesel .
(1967-68) : ‘ J
i

_Low (High School and : !
"below) : ) - 20

High (Bevond High School) . BN
N, T 1657 100
. dduca;ional Expeétations Level
(1967-68)
Low (High School and : ' :
below) . 70 v o
High (Beyond High Sch.ol) . 30

N 1654 100
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a) What do you do when (your ehild)zdoes something you repard
as very wrong? i ’
h) What do you do when (your child) does something You regard,

as somewhat wrong?

c) What do you do when {(your child) does spnethiﬁg that
you like? : '
d) What do you do when (your child) does something that pleases
you a great deal?

o Lo -

©

The first two items were intended to elicit parental means of
modifying disliked behavior; these typically include verbal approaches
(reasoning, scolding, shaming), withholding.privileges, taking away
favored possessions, and physical control. Generally, .the mode of N
control is associated with social class, with verbal approaches more
frequently reported by higher income, better educated families and physical
control by lower~income families. Cross-cultural studies have shown a
fur ther relatiouship between authoritarjian and egalitarian societies and
child rearing practices: physical punishment occurs more frequently in the
authoritarian and verbal control in the egalitarian societies. The

. . psychological consequences are not necessarily simply related to later
-  development, The child controlled by shaming and'guilt mdy become, for «

' example, more neurotic than the child whose behavior is modified by
‘mmediate physical punishment. On the other hand, the child whose
parents present a model of reasonirg, of thinking about alternatives
and possibilities, of verbal mediation of response even to strassful
situations is véry likely learning a wag of coping tnat is different from
the child whose zdult models do not appear .to delay response or seek
alternatives to violence or physrcal deprlvatlon ("You'll go tc bed
without dinner.") . .

. . While few studies analyze the range of techniques used by parents,
parents who modify their control fechniques to fit differeat situations
are providing thelr chlldren with a quite different coping model from
parents whose "average" response var1es little with the situation,

. ’ but which is similar to the "average" response of parencs with more
' variable styles. Such variability would, of course, need to be dis-
tinguished from inconsistency of response to similar situations.

o, -~-,More1recently, attention ‘has been directed to the technlques usﬁg by
parents to reward behavior of which- they approve. tAgain, responses incliide
©. verbal (qo01al)band~mater1al reWquﬁ. Labpratory studles of the extent
to which sdcial class 'is assocxated with the child's responsiveness to
social and material rewqrds have generally indicated that more advantiged
chdldrén verform '"better" for social rewards. Others indicate ‘that reward
Eer se (attentlon, information) may‘be more\sallent than type of reward.

e . . .
. \

'y T - . .

ERIC - .
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Table VI.7 shows .he distribution on behavior modification items
f¢cr the 1968-69 sample in response to "What do you do when (your child)
does something you regard as somewhat wrong?'" More mothers report using
punishment "(44%) than attempting to shape the child's behavior through
constructive responses by the mothers (30%).

Table VI.7
PARENTAL TECHNIQUES FOR MODIFYING BEHAVIOR

(Pre Parent Interview)
1968-69

Method : Percent
Pundshment ) - ' 44

Punishment and constructive

response 16
Do nothing ) o ) 10
Constructive response alcne : . 30

N - | 1336

3. Parental Stimulation of the Child's C;gnitive Develog;gnt (Pre
Parent InterV1ew)

Socioeconomic status as defined by parental education and
occupation, by income level, and by such life circumstances as family
size and area of residende powerfully influences the choices the family
can meke. Within the admittedly limited options imposed by social

‘class, there is great varlabllity in individual life .styles, in the

way people cope with adversity, 'in how they feel about themselves, and
what they offer their children. The amount of individual attention 'the
child receives that may be directed to stimulatlng his development has
been thought to be & highly important variable,® particularly during th&"

period from G to 6 when Chlldrf are almost wholly dependent on their
families for such stimulation.— : '

Among the questlonnalre items related io parental stimulation

of child, frequeiry/6f reading to the child was seen as Being salient.

Table VI.8 give¥ “nitial frequencies for the 1968-69 sample. It is
interesting to note that 71% of tfie mothers reported that they road
to their child at least several times per week. .

i/ ~Aliost all families now have television; many reports indicate that
preschocl children spend a great many of their waking hours watching TV,
Thrdugh Sesame Street ‘Round the Bend, Mr. Rogers, *‘Ripples, Chiquitines
ther prOgrams, the potential/9f television for preschool children is
be g actively explored”

.,

u_'. \

v

J . C . .
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Table VI.8

FREQUENCY OF READING TO THE CHILD
(Pre Parent Interview) .

(1968-69)
?.
Ve od
- Frequencies . Percent
Seldom or never : ! 7
Sometime (at least once a week) ) 22
Often (several times a week) 35 -
Regularly (at least once a day) 30
Very frequently (much of each day) 6
N 1387

4. Parental Locus of Control--'"Optimism' versus '"Pessimism'' (Pre
Parent interview)

A broad class of attitudes, beliefs and expectancies isg
considered under the term "locus of control.” As noted earlier, the
person who belieses that he can affect his own life and the lives of
others is said to have. an internal locus of control. The person who seeg
his life &s being controlled by "luck" or the influence of others is
said to have an external locus of control. Associated with external
locus of control is often a sense of anomie--of valuelessness and of
alienation--of not belonging to or being part of a society or subgroup.
Many low-income families belong to cultures with rich, strong traditions, yet
do not believe that what they do can make a difference. The development
of a sense of control, power and influence--of much that we mean by
the phrase "human dignity'"--was one aspect of the Community Action
Program and of Head Start's policy regarding parent participation as
a decisionmaker as well as parent involvement in the child's education.

As discussed in Chapter III, the school attitude items designed t«
tap this area were not used in further analyses because of very low
reliabilities and consequently low correlations with other outcome or
explanatory variables. This 1s an area in which extensive developmental
work needs to be done. »

However, the Srole alienation scale also previously discussed wus
used in further analyses. The frequency distribution of parents’
responses to the five stimulus questions was approximately normal, witi:
a mean of 16.9 and a standard deviation of 3.8 with a range from 6 to
25. Examination and interpretation of the responses indicate a slight
tendency toward pessimism on the part of the parents in the 1968-69
sample,
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5. Parental Participation in Head Start (Fost Parent Intervicw)

Information concerning the participation of parents in the ongoing
irad Stari program was taken from the post measurements and thus reflect to
some degree the success that the programs had in this regard. National
He:¢d Start guidelines make it clear that parental participation is a much-
to~-bw-desired program element. '

Table V1.9 presents the information on this dimension for 1968-69.
With respect to simply going to or visiting the Head Start Center, parents
went either very few times per year, or quite a bit, Sixty-five percent
of the parents who visited their Head Start Center visited more than once
or twice a year, Forty—eight percent of the parents volunteered to help
out in class. Less than 20% were members of the Head Start governing
board, the Policy Advisory Committee. -

Table VI.9

PARENTAL PARTICIPATION
(Post Parent Interview)
' (1968-69)

Go to Head Start Center? Percent

Times per year of those parents who
vigited the Head Start Center

C1-2 - 35
3-4 - 23
4 5-6 11, ..
g 61 65%
T 9+ 5
-
N =970,
/l

Volunteer in Class?

|

No : 52
Yes:
<

Less than 1/month 23
1-2 /month 9
1/week 8
2/week 4
3/week 1
4 /week 1
5/week 2

N = 1265
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CHAPTER VII

4

RELATIONSHIPS OF CHILD AND FAMILY VARIABLES TO PRE SCORES

A, Considerations in Presenting Single-Factor Results

Several criteria were developed for deciding which results to°high—
light in the following chapters. To have merely presented the results
of all single-factor analyses for the 1968-69 data and replication
. results for the 1967-68 data would have placed an undue burden on the
reader to distill both which results were robust as well as stacistically
significant, and what patterns of significant and nonsignificant results
appeared in the data. Therefore, it was decided to highlight those
results which were judged to be "substantial' as well as statistically
significant.

The criterion for accepting a statistically significant rgsult as a
"substantial" result was defined in terms of whether or not the largest
mean difference within any set of outcome mean scores (pre scores, gain
scores, or adjusted gain scores) being compared in a given single-factdr
analysis exceeded 1/3 of one standard deviation for that outcome measure
for the total sample. Table VII.1 presents the criterion value that had
to be exceeded in comparing the 1968-69 subgroup mean scores from a
particular input variable on each of the seven pre score outcome measures.
(The criterion values for judging substantial gain and substantial
adjusted gain scores are presented in Table IX.3.) No similar criteria
were established for 1967-68 because only a limited number of replication
analyses on the 1967-68 data was performed. ) ’

One reason for establishing a criterion for a "substantial®' result
was that attention wouuld thereby be focusad on statistically reliable
results that were nontrivial. With the large Ns involved in the present
analysis, many results were statistically significant without reflecting
a substantial relationship between the input and outcome variables. An
additional reason for establishing a criterion was that this would
reduce in some measure the need to discuss significant relationships
which could plausibly have resulted from the inextricable confounding of
variables which existed in the data. '

Nonsignificant and/or nonsubstantial results are also highlightel
if they are ''consistent'" in some respect with other results and reflect
meaningful relationships between tnput and outcome variables. One
‘criterion of consistency was that at least five of the seven outcome
measures ‘involving a giverd input variable yielded a common pattern of
relationships with that .input variable. A second consistency criterion
was that scores from a particular subset of outcome measures (e.g., the
cognitive measures) reflected a-pattern of results similar to that found
with the same subset of outcome measures and another similar input variable
which were judged to be '"substantial" in their relationship.

ERIC S
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Table VII.1

STANDARD DEVIATIONS AND CRITERION VALUES FOR DETERMINING THE
""SUBSTANTIALITY" OF EACH SINGLE-FACTOR ANALYSIS RESULT INVOLVING
OUTCOME PRE SCORES

(1968-69)
Standard _ Criterion
Qutcome Deviation (1/3 Sb)
Measure 1968~-69 ~ 1968-69
SB : 14.5 4.8
PSI 11.7 - 3.9
AH-WPPSI : 13.0 4.3
GUMP. 7.1 2.4
BP 1.1 A .
MP. 2.0 .7
FI N 14 4 3 i

Finally, it was decided to highlight primarily those consistent
results which involved monotonic relationships between input and
outcome variables. This criterion was adopted since instances of
psychological theorizing which assume non-monotonic relationships among N\
variables are rare, and the possibilities that non-monotonic relation- '
ships in the present data resulted from chance or. confounding factors
were judged to be high.

Primary emphasis is placed upon the 1968-69 data, but replications
frem the 1967-68 data are presented when possible. '

B. Child Demographic Variables and Initial Status

The tables will present the 1967-68 and 1968-69 results in detail,
and the text will discuss 1968-69 results and indicate the correspondence
between 1968-69 findings and those for the 1967-68 data. The sample
considered for 1968-69 contained only children who had no more than a
previous summer of Head Start experience and who were in classes where
at least three-fourths of the children had no previous Head Start experience.
The sample for 1967-68 included all children since only 13 children had
codes which indicated more than a summer of Head Start experience.

Five outcome variables will be considered for the 1967-68 data.
Four of them are identical to ones considered in the 1968-69 analyses
while one is unique to the 1967-68 data. The four common outcome variablés
are the Stanford-Binet (SB), Behavior Problem Scale (BP), Motivation i
Problem Scale (MP) and Feelings of Inadequacy Scale (FI). The unique
outcome variable is the Number of Initiations (NI) to an adult in the
classroom by the child. As discussed previously, this outcome variable

.
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was available from the Kansas Social Interaction Observation Instrument.
and was selected for analysis because previous research has shown that
disadvantaged children tend to be suspicious of "other' adults and
consequently are less likely to- interact with them. 7Table VII.2 summarizes
the relationships between the 18 independent variables and the pre scores
for all five 1967-68 outcome measures. Also, some interesting findings
for 1968-69 could not be replicated exactly on the 1967-68 data since
somewhat different measures were involved. For example, an SES index was
not constructed from the 1967-68 data, but mother's educntion and number
of children in the home were chosen to reflect SES. Another example
involves mother's aspirations and expectations wheze the 1968-69 measures
reflected both occupational and education, and data for 1967-68.were
available only for educational aspirations and expectations.

In the tables for 1968-69, mean differences statistically reliable
at the .05 level of confidence are indicated by a cross (+); differences
greater than 1/3 of the standard deviation of the E&R sample distribution
of scores are indicated by an asterisk (*).1/

1. Age (Tables VII.3 & VII.4)

Six of the seven outcome measures were substantially related
to age (Table VII.4). Older children had lower scores on the Binet,
and better scores on the AH-WPPSI, GUMP, MP, and FI. A similar but . ;
nonsubstantial pattern was found on the BP scale. The findings for
age are in agreement with the 1967-68 data in that older children had
lower SBs and aexhibited less problems on the three problem scales. The
children in the oldest age group initiated significantly more interactions
with adults than the three younger age groups.

The SB scores are age standardized; there is no reason to expect
an association with age. This points to some uther variable, correlated
with both age and Binet performance, which.is likely alsd to be accounting
for some.of the age relationships with other data. The other six measures
for 1968-69 are raw scores uncorrected for age, and®dthe findirgs thus
support the common expectation that with increases in age come increases
in various problem-solving skills, achievement motivation, and adjustment
to testing situations.

Y
*

Cross-sectional data such as these frequently show a progressive
decline with age of norrative scores for low-income populations. Such
data contributed td the cumulative deficit hypothesis: that at birth,
disadvantaged children and advantaged children are similar in developmental
. status and predicted potential. The ever-widening disparity on mgasu}es
of academic achievement and cognition is interpreted to include a

) The significance of the BP, FI, and MP scales was tested by Chi-squares
derived from contingency tables since the distributions were highly skewed.

—
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cumulative deficit in realizing that potential, presumably due to experi-

.“ential/environmental factors.

Schaefer's (1968) interpretation of such a deficit reported for
Southern, black childr~n on the SB in terms of average IQs at different
grade levels by Kennedy, Van De Riet and White (1963) emphasized
cumulative selection, i.e., the practice of "holding back' less able
children. A follow-up study, retesting the same children after several
years, confirmed Schaefer's prediction (Kennedy, 1969).

Another factor to be considered in interpreting the apparent
decline in initial performance with age is that most older children
were from the South. Relative to other regions of the country, southern
children typically have lower mean scores. Comparison of the initial
IQs by age and region in Table VII.3 suggests that IQ declines with
age in all four regions, but that there was a sharp decline for older
children in_.the South. - -

Table VII.3

CHWWONOLOGICAI, AGE AND INITIAL MEAN BINET SCORES
BY REGION (Ns IN PARENTHESIS)

Cbrbnological Age (CA)

Region _ in Months i
31-37 48-53 54~59 6v-72 . CA Mean
North .96 (72) 93 (162) 87 (75) . -- 50 mos.
" South 86 (35) 84 (38) 87 (55) 78 (185) 58 0
Midwest 96 (10} 93 (25) 91 (21) 89 (84) 48
West .94 (68) 90 (122) 88 (45) - 50

At present, we canndot offer a further interpretation. The gradual
change is consistent with a cumulative deficit hypothesis; it is also
consistent with the likelihood (a) that children enrolled at an early
age are more able, perhaps coming from more upwardly mobile homes,

and (b) that where the older child is deemed unready for public school,
he may attend Head Start instead. .The datz from the South are not.
consistent with a cumulative deficit hypothesis and suggest that where
Head Start takes the place of public school kindergarten, children who
are enrolled earlier come from a different population within the
‘economically eligible. 4
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In our judgment there are no statistical techniques for overall
analyses that can handle data with complexities such as these with
full retention of psychological meaning. In many analyses of change
in this report, adjustments are made for initial level of perfotmance.
Average CAs for group are given, subgroup analyses are made where
feasible, and we have attempted to interpret the data in ways that will
help remind the reader of these factors. The CAs are presented for
each level of each explanatory variable in the gain tables presented
in Chapters IX and X. This is particularly critical where raw scores
are reported since variables working in opposed directions impinge on
them: (a) the strong tendency Tor raw Scores on these factors to improve
as the child grows older--since they were intended as developmental
measures, and (b) the tendency for older children to be less able than
younger children due to probable non-developmental associates such as
selection and to (probably) scme developmental retardation cumulatively
induced by the environment..

2. Sex (Table VII.4)

There were no substantial relationships between child sex
and initial status on the outcome measures in either 1967-68 or 1968-69.

3. Ethnicity (Table VII.4)

These data need to be interpreted carefully since region, age,
and, within the poverty guidelines, economic and social factors are
confounded with ethnicity. The contribution of (a) these variables,
and (b) those of any constitutional differences imposed by differentially
Poor nutrition or health care and possible genetic effects, on Binet
performance can in no way be identifiéd at this time. The data are
Presented primarily because of the interesting adjustment differences.

On the SB, Black and Mexican-American children scored initially
lower (about 86; CA-56 months) than White and Polynesian children
(about 93; CA-51 months). On the motivation problem scale, Black and
Mexican-American children had substantially more difficulty in "getting
with" the testing situation (about 1.8 motivation problems) than White
or Polynesian children (about 1.2 motivation problems) despite the fact
that the latter children were younger. Black, White, and Polynesian
children gave relatively little evidence of lack of self-confidence
(about .7 problems for Black and White, .6 for Polynesians) while
Mexican-American children seemed least self-confident in the testing
situation (1.2 problems).

The ethnicity data for 1967-68 do not clearly follow the trends
in the 1968-69 data. The samples for the two years differed in that
children in the 1967~68 data base with more than a summer of Head Start
experience could not be screened out due to missing information and that
ethnicity for 1967-68 is confounded in a different manner with other
Variables.
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4. Child's Previous Head Start Experience (Table VII.4)

The amount of’previous Head Start experlence is shown to be
related to pre scores on SB, PSI, AH-WPPSI, MP, and FI. Specifically,
the pattern of results was a§ follows: (a) the greater the amount of
previous HS experience, ‘the hlgher SB pre scores; (b) children with no

. previous HS experience received the lowest scores on the PSI and the
(’1r\‘ . "-next lowest scores on the AH-WPPSI. Children with 2-3 months of HS

L } ‘(summer) obtained the highest. scores on thest two measures; (c) children
o with 9-10 months of previous HS, experlence obtained lower scores (better
- adjustment) on MP and FI than any of the remaining experience groups
e . (those with more and Lhose w1th less experlence)

. The SB difference was 2.6 points between no experienc¢e and just

/ : ' the summer progrdm, about the same for 9 to 10 months of prior experience,

T : and 6.5 p01nts for a full- -year or more of prlor experience. While selec~

tion could be’ respbnsiblé foy some of these changes (children with prior

. Lo experience were enrolled at an earlier age), and younger children tend

o ’ to have higher scores on -the SB.at age of entry, they are also consistent
with identification of a linear relation between amount of preschool
experience and achievement. Comparison of the gains of children with
‘and without prior Head Start to be réported in Chdpter IX will elucidate
the contribution of an additivonal year of Head Start vs. possible selec—
tion effects.

5. Region (Table VII.4)

There were substantial regional differences on all three
N © .cognitive measures and the GUMP for 1968-69. Children in the South
: scored considerably below (9-10 points) children in other regions on the
.~ SB, while children in the South and Midwest scored higher on the PSI,
AH-WPPSI and GUMP. However, the children in the Midwest and South were
‘older than children in the North %nd West and hence could be expected -
to have higher raw scores on these three measures. For 1967-68, children
in the South #cored lower on the SB put not as low as in 1968-69.

c. Family Demographic Varlables

1. 8001oeconomlc Status (Table VII.5)

o

. Of the seven measures, only pre scores on the SB were sub-

Stantially related to SES. ‘'As expected, the higher the SES,.the higher
the SB pre scores. The-difference in mean pre scores between the

- low-low group and the upper-low group was 10.3 IQ points. While not
substantial, PSI and AH-WPPSI’pre scores were also positively associated
with level of ‘'SES. The data for the two sociceconomic indicators for
1967-68, education of mother and total number of people at home,
supported these findings.
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while interpretation of the raw score data is difficult, since
low-low childrfen were predominantly older, black and from southern states,
the SB data suggest that even within the OEOQ Guidelines, differences in
life circumstances associated with family economiec status are associated
with the child's performance on measures of cognitive development and
achievement. ’

. .

. | ' i .
2. Family Structure (Table VII.S;

‘\

0f the seven outcome megasures, only BP was sdbstantially
related to family structure. Childrepn living only with their mother
showed more behav1or problems in the testlng situation than children
living with both their mother and father 0T with mother, father, and. ..«
" one other adult relative. These data suggest that tha problems experi-
enced by children from mother-only families are more related to behavior
control (and classroom management) than cognitive deficiencies. The
results from AH-WPPSI showed that children living only with their mother
tended to achieve lower pre scores on rate of learning a new task than
ch11dren in either of the other two famlly 31tuat10ns.

3. Mother's Employment Status (Tabie VII.S)

The PSI was the only measure substantially related to mother's
employment status; the raw score was lower for children whose mothers
were not working and-not looking. The PSI finding could be partly due
to the fact that at-home mothers had younger children (CA-53 months)
than mothers looking for work (CA-55 months), employed part- -time
(CA-55 months) or employed full time (CA-55 months). .

4. Number of Family Moves in Last Three Years (Table VIi.5)
- . ) _ p
No substantial relationships were found between the number of
family moves and the-seven outcome measures. However a significant
result involved AH-WPPSI, suggesting that an increase in number of
moves was associated with lower pre scores on & rate-cf-learning measure.

D. Parent—Child Psychological Interaction Variables

1. Mother's Aspirations Concerning Child's Educational-Qccupational

Advancement (Table VII.6)

Four of the seven measures were substantially related to
level of mother's aspirations, and six of the seven measures were
related in a way that is consistent with common expectations. Speci-
fically, SB, PSI, AH-WPPSI, and GUMP pre scores were both substantially
and positively associated with mother's level of aspiration for her
child.
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Inspection of the data also suggests that the largest difference
among aspiration levels on the four measures yielding substantial
results occurred between mothers with low aspirations and those with
medium aspiration levels. The 1967-68 aspiration findings supported
these findings.

2. Mother's Expectatigﬁs Concerning Child's Educational-Occupational
Advancement (Table VII.6)

The results’ concerning mother's expectations basically parallel
those for mother's aspirations. Speﬂlfltally, both SB and PSI pre scores
were substantially and positively associated with mother's level of
expectation. While nonsubstantial, both AH-WPPSI and GUMP were also
positively related to mother's expectations and there were fewer problems
in all areas of adjustment to the test situation noted for mothers with
high expectations for their child. The expectdtion data for 1967-68
supported these findings. “

3. Parent Pessimism Toward Life Scale (Table VII.6)

While a substantial relationship was found with only one
measure, SB, consistent findings were also obtained with PSI, AH-WPPSI,
MP, and FI. The lower the parent pessimism, the higher the child's pre
scores on the SB, PSI, and AH-WPPSI, and the lower the rated incidence
of adjustment problems (MP and FI). . The difference in mean pre scores on
the SB was particularly noteworthy, with parents rated low in pessimism
having children who scored 8.4 points above the . children of parents who
were rated high in pessimism. :

L. Accessibility of Adults (Table VII.6)

Despite the fact that none of the obtained relationships of
adult accessibility with the outcome measures was substantial, all but
GUMP were consistent with common expectations. That is, the more
accessible adults who were in the home, the higher were pre scores on
SB, PSI, and particularly the AH-WPPSI, and the lower the incidences of
adJustment problems on BP, MP, and FI.

R RN

5.. FrequenCy of Reading to Child (Table VII.6)

' The PSI was significantly and substantially related to how
irequently parents stated they read to their children, and all measures
yielded findings consistent with common expectations, That is, the
children's SB, PSI, and AH-WPPSI pre scores generally were higher and
ratings on MP and BP were lower (better) for parents who stated that
they frequently read to their children ‘than for parents who said they
seldom read to their children. Differences:on the PSI were particularly
striking, with children who were ‘'seldom or never read to'" obtaining
PSI pre scores approximately 11 p01nts below the pre scores of children-
whose parents stated that they "very frequently, read" to their children. .

"~

a
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6. Extent of Physical Contrcl (Table VII.6)

Substantial relationships between use of physical punishment
and each of the three cognitive measures were found. Specifically,
the more severe were the methods of control, the lower the mean pre
scores on 8B, PSI, and AH-WPPSI. The differences with rzspect to SB
pre scores were particularly striking, with children of parents who
reported that they do not use physical punishment obtaining pre scores
9.5 points above those obtained by the children of parents who reported
using severe physical punishment. Interestingly, none of the noncognitive
measures was related to the use of physical punishment.

t

7. Parent Disciplinary Reactions to Minor Rule Infractions
(Table VII.6) ‘

None of the outcome pre scores was substantially related to
parent disciplinary reactions, though a pattern of findings consistent
with those obtained with extent of physical control was obtained.
Specifically, all inree of the Cognitive measures yielded the lowest
pre scores from children whose parents stated that they punish minor
infractions., The highest pre scores were obtained from children whose
parents stated that they simply reward positive behavior. No patterns
were discernible involving the different types of parental disciplinary
reactions to minor infractions and pre scores on the four noncognitive
measures. )

E. Summary and Interpretation A

The results of Chapter VII are impressive and readily interpretable.
All but a few results reflected a pattern consistent with common expec-
tations.

1. Family Variables

The findings regarding the relationships of family variabiles
to the children's pre scores on the seven measures are particularly
consistent and éompellidg, Basically, children who perform most poorly
on the cognitive and noncognitive measures are from homes: (a) that
' are ranked in the lowest SES; (b) where mothers are not working or not

looking for -work; (c) where parents (mothers) have low aspirations
and expectations for their children and are pessimistic about life;
(d) where parents are relatively inaccessible to their children and

. spend little time in matters such as reading. to their children; and
(¢) where the nature.of disciplinary interactions is characterized by

severe punishment and 1lttle reward.
*

<




117

2. Child Variables

‘The patterns of findings concerning child demographic variables
are somewhat less readily interpretable than those regarding family
variables. First, regarding the relationships of age to the various
cognitive measures, it is a common finding in cross-sectional studies
that the IQs of children from impoverished environments show a small
. but steady decline with .age. In the present stﬁay, however, age was
confounded with the children's ethnicity, region, and other variables,
some of which were found to be related to IQ in a manner consistent
with the age-IQ results. Thus, the obtained decrements of IQ on SB
pre ascores with age seem most plausibly to reflect selection vaxiables,
particularly in regard to the Southerm nursery school-age children
versus kindergarten-age children.

While the finding that PSI and AH-WPPSI pre scores increased with
age is entirely consistent with assumptions about the growth in intellectual
ability with age, the obtained means actually may be somewhat depressed
at the upper ages, since again, ethnicity, region, selection and several
other variables confounded with age could: reasonably he expected to lower
the obtained results with the older samples.

With regard to the association of ethricity and SB performance,
"the 1968-69 analyses suggested that the lower initial scores for Black
and Mexican-American-children probably were associated with the higher
incidence of motivation problems in these children and the additional
handicap of lack of self-confidence in the testing situation reported
for the Mexican-American children. This may be in part attributable
quite realistically to language problems as well as to less self-
confidence. = These data suggest that SB scores within a low income
group- are complexly influenced by economic factors, child-rearing practices,
and motivational factors. At our present state of knowledge of the
relevant factors, how to measure them and how to assess their relative
contributions, it is premature to interpret SB differences’associated with
ethnicigy simply as a consequence of innate, genetically determined factors.

The finding that the greater the amount of previous Head Start ¢
experience, the higher the SB pre scores, is consistent with recent
results from a more highly controlled study by Beller (1971). However,
the previous experience~SB findings in this Head Start report must be
tempered by the apparently inconsistent pattern foufd with the remaining
cognitive measures and by the small Ns involved in the cases of children
who had at least some previous experience. While children with no prlor
experience consistently were lowest, children with prior summer experience

had higher scores on the PSI and AR-WPPSI than those with prior full-year
experience,
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The increments in GUMP pre scores: with age: and the decrease in
adJustment problems (MP, BP, and FI) with age basically substantiate
common expectatlons (and thereby serve as validating evidence for
these four scales) that with an increase in age, childrern's motivation
to achieve increases, and motivational and personality factors such as
impulsivity and lack of confidence as. a problem solver give way to
more mature, task-oriented behaviors. Again, however, the relationships
of age to at least one of these scales, MP, might have been even more
impressive, had not age beén confounded with ethnicity and region.
Specifically, the Black sample, which was older than the other ethnic
subgroups, obtained relatively higher'scores on MP, Thus, mean MP
pre scores for the older age groups may have been elevated more
(achieving substantiality) than would have been the case had the older
groups had the sgme ethnic mix as the younger age groups, It is
interesting that Emmerich (1971), with direct classroom observations
of the free play behavior of a similar sampTe of Head Start children,
found -substantial changes over the fall to mid-winter period, but
relatively few initial age differences. , Older children tended to be
less submissive, withdrawn and dlstrusting and engaged in more cognitive
activity.

As was the ‘case with the family variables, a majority of the sub-
stantial flndings in the child variable analyses involved the cognitive
measures, though the proportion of substantive findings involving the
noncognitive measures was relatively greatexr for child than family
variables.,.

‘e

- .
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CHAFTER VIII

INTERRELATIONSHIPS AMONG ChILp—FAMILY TEACHER AND PROGRAM FACTORS
(1968—69), AND THE RELATIONSHI?®S QF TEACHER AND PROGRAM FACTORS TO
PRE SCORES (1967~ 68 AND 1968- 69)

2

o

«

The first section of this chapter summarizes the interrelationships

among child-family, teacher, and program factors for 1968-69 since

they aid in rhe interpretation of subsequent analyses by making explicit

the confounding of important subsets of variables in the 1968-69 data.

For example, it will be seen that the children exposed to a high Tevel

of classroom structured-lessons were predominantly older, Black children

vﬁ4¢from the South. This must be kept in mind when interpreting the effects
of classroom structure lessons on child gains. The taBles are presented
in Appendix D. These interrelationships were not generated for the
1967-68 data since the analyses on the 1967-68 data were less extensive.
The second section of this chapter describes the relationship of teacher
and program factors to the pre scores of the outcome variables for both

1967-68 and 1968-69.

(’ )

A. Child-Family, Teacher and Program Factors for 1968-69

1. Regional Differences
' The centers were grouped in four regions as follows: Region 1 -
North (418 children); Region 2 - South (452 children); Reglon 3 - Mldwest
(165 chlldren), and Region 4 - West (345 children).

“a. Ethnicity (Table. D-1)

There were significant differences between the regions
. in the proportion of children in the different ethnic groups. The per-
centage of black children ranged from 827% in the South to 487 in the
West. The percentage of whites varied from 31% in the North to 7% in
. the West. All the Polynesian children in the sample were from the West
' and the Mexican-American children were from the Midwest and West.

b.  Sex (Table D-2)
There were no significant differences in the proportion
of males or females between regions.

c. Age (Table D-3)

There is considerable difference in the agé distribution
among regions. Children 60 months of age or older accounted for 56% of
the children in the South and 59% in the Midwest. In the North and West
there were virtually no children 60 months of age and over. 1In the South
and Midwest, Head Start is more likely to take:the place of kindergarten.
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d. Attendance (Table D-4)

The average number of days attended is greater for the
South and Midwest than for the North and West.

A

e. Head Teacher's Ethnicity (Table D=5)

The percentage of children taught by black teachers
varied from 60% in the South to 31% in the North; for white teaéhers
the range was from 62% in the North to 29% in the West.

f. Head Teacher's Preparation (Table D-6)

All of the children from the Midwest and 72% of the
cnildren from.the North were taught by teachers with at Jeast a
bachelor's degree. The corresponding figures were 28% for the South
and 42% for the West.

g. Head Teacher's Training in Child Development (Table D-7)
Teachers who had some training in early child development
taught 547% of the children in the North, 68% in the South, 59% in the
Midwest, and 85% in the West.

h. 0SCI Class FactorlCI'- Structured Lessons (Table D-8)

In the North and the West none of the children were in
classes which offered high levels of structured lessons. In the South,
all children were in classes with medium or high levels of structured
lessons. - Ninety-three percent of the children in the Midwest were in
classes with medium or high levels 'of structured .lessons.

i.  0SCI Class Factor CII = Group Activities and Ruutines
(Table D-9)

Over 777% of the children from the South and 82% of the
children from the North were in classes with low or medium level of
group activities ‘and routines. The pattern in the Midwest and the West
was different; 497 and 697% of the children in the Midwest and West,
respectively, attended classes with low or medium level of group
activities and routines,

3. OSCI Class Factor CIII - Social-Emotional Interaction
(Table D-10)

In the North, 38% of the children were in classes with
high levels of social-emotional interaction. The corresponding per-
centages were 9% in the South, 26% in the Midwest, and 24% in the West.
On the other hand, nearly 50% of -the children from the South were in
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classes which had a low level of social-emotional interaction while
only 97 of the children from the North were in such classes.

k. OSCI Class Factor CIV'- Verbtal Communication (Table D-11)

Among the children from the South and Midwest, 467 were
in classes with low levels of verbal communication. Only 16% of the
children from the North were in low verbal emphasis classes. On the
other hand, 27% of the children from the North and 267 of the children
from the West were in classes with a high level of verbal communication.

1. OSCI Class Factor CV - Instruction in Creative Art
(Table D-12)

All the children from the West and 947% of “he children
from the Midwest were in classes with a high or medium level of instruc-
tion in creative art. The corresponding percentages were 62% for the
North and 60% for the South.

m. OSCI Class Factor CVI - Language and Discrimination
Leaxning¥(Table D-13) )

Classés which were rated as high on language and
discrimination learning accounted for 45% of the children from the
North and 34% of the Midwest children. Only 16Z% of the children from
the South and 11% of the children from the West were in such classes.
Nearly 40% of the children from the South were in classes rated low
on language and discrimination learning.

n. 0SCI Teacher Factor TI - Soc1al Emotlonal Interactlon
(Table D~14)

Nearly 65% of the children in the North were taught by
teachers who scored high on this factor. Teachers who scored high on
social~emotional interaction taught 10% of the children from the South
and 13% of the children from the West. The :iidwest had no teachers
scoring high on this factor.

o. 0SCI Teacher Factor TII = Structured Lessons— (Large Group)
(Table D-15)

Eighty-three percent of the Southern children were taught
by teachers classified as high on this characteristic. None of the
Northern children was taught by teachers scoring high on tais
characteristic.

p. OSCI Teacher Factor TIIL - Art Activities (Table D-16)

_ All the children from the West were in classes taught
by teachers rated high or medium on this characteristic. Most of the
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-chlldren from the other reglcns “were in classes taught by teachers rated
low or medium on Teacher's Art Activities.

q. O0SCI Teacher Factor IIV - Creatlve Instruction (Small Group)
(Table D- 17)

Approximately 36% of children in the North.were taught-
by teachers rated low on—this factor.’ This appears to substantiate the
ratings on the corresponding class factor according to which' 38% of the -
Northern children were in classes which were rated ‘low on Instruction
in Creative Art. _ - . : S

.

-,

r.  0SCI Teacher Factor TVI - Receptive Learning
(Table D-18)
v _Among the children from the South, 527% were taught by

teachers who were rated low on this characteristic, while in thé West
only 10% of the children had teachers rated low on this factor. Children

in the North and West were more exposed to teachers rated hlgh on this
factor.

2. Differences Among Child's Ethnic Groups for 1968-69,~

For analyses discussed in this section, the children are
classified into three ethnic groups: blacks, whites and others.

-

a. Sex (Table D-19) . ' .

" The sex by eEEnicity distribution indicates that among
White children there was substantial difference between the percrntage
of males (61%) and females -(397%).

b. ~ Age (TaBle D-20)

" There are significant differences aﬁcng‘ethnic groups in
the proportion of children in the four age°groups: 31-37 months, 48-53
‘months, 54-59 months, and 60-72 months. Among Black children, 327% are
60-72 months of age. The corresponding figures for Whites and other
ethnic groups are only 12% and 19% respectively. This reflects the
- predominance of Black children in theé South where publie schools typlcally
w'begln in first grade so that Head Start takes the, e «f kindergarten.

v - c. Head Teacher s Ethnlcltz (rable D—21) _ \
: \

-

- _ Among the Black chlldren, 557% were taught by Black teachers
and 41/ were taught by White teachers. White teachers taught 59% of the

White children, while Black teachers taught only 32% of the Whifie children.
Among the children from other ethnic groups 437 were taught by=White teachers, -
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d. Head Teacher's Training in Child DeQelo:ment (Table D-22)

The "Others" gtoub of children -had more | teachers (79%) .
-w1th training in child development compared to Whites {61%) and Blacks"
(65/) '

]
-

e. QS8CI Class and Teacher Factors (Tables $—23 to 28)

There are differences by ethnic group on the 0SCI class’
"and teacher factors The direction of differences is related to regional
differencdes (1) in ethnicity, which.is a characteristic of Head Start
populations and (2) in the naturé of the experimental intervention pro-
grams directed by the E&R centers, which is unique to tHis study and not
characteristic .of Head Start. Some of these relationships are presented
in the Tables. Black children were more often exposed to a high'level
of Class Structured Lessons and Group Activities and Routines, while
White children were more often exposed to a high level 'of ‘Class Language
and Discrimination Learning and Teacher Social-Emotiocnal ‘Interaction.

o

3. Differences According to Child Age T

For the purposes of the age aﬂalyses, children were grotﬁed
into four age groups: (1) 31 to 47 months, (2) 48 to 53 months, (3) 54
to 59 months, and- (4) 60 to 72 months.

a. Attendance (Table DB-29)

There were significant differences in attendanee across
. the four age groups. Older children had significantly better attendance
records. o " ‘ ’

. ~b.  Prz/Post TestlngfIntervals for PSI, SB, and GUMP
(Tables D-30, A, B. and C

Older chlldren were more likely to be exposed to the
longest pre,post testing interval than were y0unger chlldren

~

C. Soc1oeconom1c Status (Tables D-31 to 33)

Older children came from lower SES backgrounds as reflected

by absence of telephone at home, low family income, and whether the child
had his own bed. :

"d.~ Head Teacher's Ethnicity (Table D-34)

Older childwen had a higher probability of being taught
by Black teachers. It should be noted that the South had the highest
percentage of older children and Black teachers. . .

~
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e. Teacher Qualifications (Table D-35)

Older children tended to be taught by less academically
qualified teachers than the younger age groups.

f. OSCI Class and Tgézger Factor Scores (Tables D-36 to 43)

In general the oldest children, who were nost likely to
be black and from the South, were exposed to considerably different Head
Start’ programs than were the younger children “in the 1968-69 year, due..
to the E&K center interventions. The confounding of the child's age with
the OSCI factors are presented in Tables D-35 to D-42. Older children were
more likely to be exposed to high levels of Class and Teacher Structured
Lessons and low levels of Class Verbal Communication, Teacher Social-

Emotional Interactlon, Teacher Creative Instruction, and Teacher Receptlve
Learning. »

v
/

4. Differences Aﬁong_Teachergége Groups (Tables D~44 to 48)

For the purposes of the analyses in this section, the teachers .
were classified into three .age groups: (a) 16 to 27 years, (b) 28 to
39 years, and (c) 40 years of age and older. Older teachers were more
likely to be in classes rated as high on Class Structured Lessons, high
on Class Group Activities and Routines, low on Class Social-Emotional
Interaction, low on Teacher Social-Emotional Interactlon and high on
Teacher Structured Lesson.

5. Differences- Among Teacher Preparation (Tables D-49 to 54)

There was a tendency for the mr -t highly trained teachers to
be found more frequently in the high Jevel of Class Social-Emotional -
Interaction and Teacher Receptive Learning, and in the middle level
01 Class Structured Lessons, Class Verbal Communication, Class Language
and Discrimination Learning and Teachér\itructured Lessons.
B. Relationships of Head Start Program and Teacher Variables to Pre
Score Measures

. i I .

The analyses described in this chapter are primarily methodological,
undertaken to identify the degree of initial confounding of pre-test
perfgrmance with teacher and program variables. Statistically, infer@nce
woulll be easier if program characteristics were unrelated to child

perfotgance before Head Start participation and were related after
partic Qation.

Ascription of any initial relationship (confounding) is not easy.
In 1968-69, most E&R Centers intervened in the programs. Some inter-
ventions would affect OSCI scores; some would not. Table VIII.l summarizes

o

F34
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» Table VIII.1

E&RACENTER INTERVENTIONS AND PROBABLE 0SCI EFFECT I

(1968-69)
| : Predicted T
Center Intervention . 0OSCI Effects )
Boston Parent participation None.
Syracuse None; Selected-observations None
Bfnk Street None; Selected observations N?ne

Temple

South Carolina
Tulane
Texas

Kansas
Michigan
UCLA
Hawaii

Southern

Facilities and resources
enrichment

e

Buchanan reading readiness
Buchanan reading readiness

Buchanan reading readiness

Some behavior modification

Piagetan curriculum
Teacher goal setting
Hawaii language curricuium

. (2
Hawaii language curriculum

IAcreased play

\

Increased structure
and language

-Increased structure

and language

Increased structure
and language

None
Increasedilanguage
None

Increased language

-Increased language

the 1968-69 interventions and their expected 0SCI effects. Region (and
thus age, prior Head Start experience, ethnicity, and pre scores) would

©

be expected to be confounded-with program characteristics in 1968-69.

In 1967-68, programs were®selected for répresentative variation.
No predictions are made regarding confounding for this sample.

¢

The problems of confounding, if any, are twofoidt First, no
current statistical techniques prove entirely satisfactory in adjusting
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,
for comparison ofgfggzagyores among groups differing initially for
non-random reasong on the pre score. Under these circumstances, raw
gains are often greatest for the group with the lowest initial score -
while adjusted galns\are often in the opposite direction, greatest for
the group with the highest initial score. One could, depending on the
extent to which a priori belief in the efficacy of different treatments

“coincided with-the effect of adjustment for initial differenqes, reach
diametrically opposed ‘conclusions. Secopd, where the initial confounding
is known to be an accurate reflection of population characteristics,
generalization of .findings (once the first problem has been resolved as
well as may be) to the population may be made with appropriate confidence.
When non-typical bias is suspected (as in the 1968-69 data) but population

characteristics are not accurately known, generalization of the findings
nust be made cautiously if at all.

~

There are no OSCI data for a random sample of Head Start classes;
the 1967-68 data are believed to represent the range of natural variation
but the extent to which the shapes of the distributions are typical is
not known. The best anchor is the 1967-68 and 1968-69 Head Start census
survey teacher self-reports on classroom emphases and characteristics.

1. 1967-68 Relationships (Table VII.2)

a. Parent Participation

This was significantly associated with pre scores of SB and,
NI (number of initiations). The children of attenders had a mean of 91.76
as compared to a mean IQ of 90.04 for nonattenders. They also averaged

higher on the NI scale. In both cases, however, the relationships are not
large.

b. Teacher's Credentials

The teachers with a Master's degree had in their classrooms
128 children with SB mean pre scores of approximately 95, compared with a
mean of 92 for children who were placed in the classes of teachers with
less training. There was also a trend for the more educated teachers to
be assigned children with less behavior problems and lower Feelings of
Inadequacy. The children assigned to the more educated teachers also
had higher initiation rates (pre NI scores).

C. Teacher's Paid Experience with Preschool Children

Teacher's experience was associated by chance with pre scores
of SB, FI, MP, and NI. Teachers with less than 6 months or more than 6
years of experience taught children with higher SBs.

- -
- v
e
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d. Teacher's Paid Experience with Disadvantaged Children
- ; -

Teacher's experience was by chance significantly related
to SB und NI in a pattern similar to the previous variable.

e. OSCI Class Factor CI - Cognitive=Low Structure

This factor attempts to measure the extent of cognitive
activities in a low structured class situation. The 1967-68 OSCI Factors
were derived on the basis of class-centered information that was different
from information collected in 1968-69 and cannot be directly compared
to the 1968-69 OSCI factor scores. This factor and the other three O0SCI
factors were not related to the pre scores for SB which is in contradic-
tion to the 1968-69 OSCI findings. The FI and MP scales were significantly
related to Factor I. Classes falling into the high level (i.e., upper
25% of the factor score distribution) had children who tended to be
higher (more problems) on FI and MP. .

f. 0SCI Factor CII - Routines and Rules

. Tﬁis factor was significantly associated only with the
BP scale. The lowest level of this factor had the lowest mean (fewer
problems) on the BP scale.

g. OSCI Factor CIII - Cognitive-High Structure

This factor reflects the amount of cognitive activity
in highly structured class situations (e.g., receptive learning) and
was significantly associated with BP, FI, and NI. The children to be
exposed to the high level had less behavior problems and feelingsjof in-
adequacy and initiated more interactions. k

h. OSCI Factor CIV - Child-Centered Unstructured

This factor was significantly associated only with:NI.
The children exposed to the low level of this factor had the hlghest
interaction initiation rate.

'i. Square Feet Per Child (Indoor Floor Space). i
/f
The amount of space per child was by chance signlflcantly
related to pre scores in BP, MP, FI and NI.

2. 196&—69 Relationships of Teacher and Program Factors to
Child's Pre Scores

a. | Child's Time in Program Variables

i

. ‘ / :
] (1) Child's Attendance (Table VIII.2) - Two pre measures,.
PSI and AH—WPPSI, seemed to influence level of attendance. With respect
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to both measures, the higher were their pre scores, the better the children's

attendance. A similar but nonsignificant pattern was obtained with GUMP,
while an opposite pattern was obtained with SB; namely, the lower were the
SB pre scores, the longer the attendance. Finally, there was no obvious
pattern of relationships between attendance and BP, MP, or FI.

(2) Child's Pre/Post Testing Interval (Table VIII.2) -
Only SB pre scores were substantially related to length of the pre/post
testing interval, with higher SB pre scores obtained for those children
who had shorter pre-post testing intervals.

b. Teacher Demographic Variables

(1) Teacher's Age (Table VIII.3) - The teachers of dif-
ferent ages did not secure, by chance or confounding, children with sub-
stantially different pré scores. There was a tendency for the oldér
teachers to secure a group of children with lower pre scores on the SB
and AH-WPPSI and better scores on BP and MP. ’ '

(2) Teacher's Ethnicity (Table VIII.3) -~ The children
assigned to Black and White teachers did not differ on the pre scores.

(3) Teacher's:Years of Education (Table VIII.3) - Only
SB pre scores were substantially associated with the years of a teacher's
education. Children who were placed in the classes of teachers who had some
professional preparation in early childhood education and development had
slightly better pre scores on all variables except SB.

3

(4) Teacher's Preparation in Early Childhood Education
and Development (Table VIII.3) - The results involving
teacher preparation in early childhood education and development were con-
sistent but not substantial. All but the SB yielded slightly better pre
scores for children who were placed in the classes of teachers who had some
professional preparation-in early childhood education and development com-
pared to those teachers who had none.

(%) Teacher's Residence in Head Start Neighborhood
Table VIII.3) - Nonsubstantial but consistent find-
ings were also obtained regarding whether or not the teacher was a resident
of the Head Start neighborhood. The teachers who resided in the Head Start
neighborhood were assigned children who scored slightly better on all pre
scores of variables other than the SB.
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c. Teacher Interaction Variables

(1) Teacher Stimulation (Table VII1.4) - Of the seven
measures, only the PSI was substantially related to the level of teacher
stimulation, with those judged to provide more stimulatiof having children
who initially scored higher on the PSI.

(2) Teacher Sensitivity. to Individual Differences ’
(Table VIII.4) - There was no-substantial finding
regarding teacher sensitivity to individual differences.

(3) ~ 'OSCI Teacher Factor TL — Social~Emotional Interaction
(Table VIII.4) - The PSI, AH-WPPSI, and GUMP were
significantly and negatively associated with teacher social-emotional in-
teraction. Similarly, higher levels of teacher social-emotional interaction
were associated with higher (worse) ratings on BP. However, the children's
SB pre scores were positively associated with level of teacher social-
emotional 1nteraction.

(4) OSCI Teacher Factor TII - Structured Lesschs (Large
Group) (Table VIII.4) - Children with higher pre
scores on the SB and lower pre scores on the PSI end AH-WPPSI were assigned
to teachers with a low level of Structured Lessons. -

-
Y .
(5) 0SCI Teacher Factor TIII - Emphasié on Art Activities
X (Table VIII.4) - There were no substantial differences
in child assignment as regards teacher emphasis on art activities.

(6) OSCI_Teacher Factor TIV - Creative Instruction (Small
Group) (Table VIII.4) - Three of the seven outcome
measures, SB, FI, and BP, were by chance associated with levels of teacher
emphasis in small groups and creative materials. The higher the level of
OSCI-TIV, the higher were SB pre scnres, and the highest level of OSCI-TIV
had children whose pre scores on BP and FI were significantly higher (pwrer)
than teachers rated either low or medium on OSCI-TIV.

_ (7)  OSCI Teacher Factor TV - Routines (Table VIII.4) -~
None of the measures were substantially associated with teacher routines.

S (8) 0SCI _Teacher Factor TVI - Receptive Learning
: (Table VIII.4) - Only SB pre scores 'were substantially
related to level of teacher emphasis on receptive learning. Teachers who
later emphasized receptive learning in their classes were assigned (by
chance) children with high pre scores on SB and low pre socres on PSI, AH-
WPPSI and GUMP.

)
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d. Classroom Interaction Varijiables

(1) bSCI Class Factor CI = Structured Lessons (Table V1II.5) -
High emphasis on classroom Structured lessons was given to children with
lower SB pre scores and higher PSI, AH-WPPSI, and GUMP scores.

'(2) O0SCI Class Factor CII - Group Activities and Routines
, (Table VIII.5) - None of the measures was substantially
or consistently associated with classroom activities and routines.

(3) OSCi Class Factor CIII -~ Social-Emotional Interaction
(Table VIII.5) - Classrooms with emphasis on social-
emotionil interaction received children whose mean pre score on SB was high
and mean scores on PSI and AH-WPPSI were low.

0 (4) OSCI Clags Factor CIV =~.Verbal Communication
(Table VIII.5) - Those classrooms scoring high on-
Verbal Communication were assigned a group of children with the highest
mean pre scores on SB. but the lowest mean pre scores on PSI, AH-WPPSI and
GUMP.

(5) 0SCI Class Factor CV — Instruction in Creative Arts
" (Table VIII.S5) ~ SB was the only pre score measure
substantially associated with level of classroom small group activities
involving creative arts. In that instance, the higher the level of instruc-
tion in creative arts, the higher the SB pne score cf the children who hap-
pened to be in these groups.

‘

(6) Q0SCI Class Factor CVI - L_;guagg Training and Discrimina-
~ tion Learning (Table VIII.S) - None of the children's o
pre scores on outcome variables was substantially associated with level of
language training and discrimination learning.

A

e. Parent Involvement Variables

(1) Frequency of Parent Visits to Cénter-Post (Table VIII.6) -
None of the seven pre scores on the children was substantlally associated
with the frequency of v151ts by parents to the center.

(2) Parent Volunteering as Class Aide-Post (Table VIII.6) -
As with the preceding variable, none of the seven pre scores was substantially
associated with the incidence w1th which parents volunteered in the class-
room as an aide. : .

[S
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CHAPTER IX

RELATIONSHIPS OF CHILD AND FAMILY VARIABLES
TO GAIN SCORE MEASURES

A, Qverview of Changes in Child Performance

The main purpose of the 1967-68 and 1968-69 fhational evaluations
was to find out what kinds of programs have what kinds of effects for
what kinds of children. The interactive hypothesis underlying this
objective is that some kinds of experiences may be better than others
and that what is best for one child may not be best for another. The
most appropriate test of this 4mportant and popular hypothesis would
be a comparison of programs where the curriculum was in fact "matched"
to the child's needs- and competencies, with programs where all children
receive a similar curriculum. If the interactive assumption is valid,
all children would show substantial progress in the individualized
program (although possibly at different rates in different areas) while
in the across- the-board programs, only some children would progress.
Furthermore, if the "match" between child and program characteristics
identified in the individualized program could be used to predict which )
children would benefit in what ways from the '"relatively uaiform curriculum'

approaches, the validity of the interactive hypothesis would be strongly
supported.

The present evaluative studies do not provide such a direct test
of the interactive ‘hypothesis, nor to our knowledge does such a study
exist. To a certain extent, almost all early childhood curriculums are
individualized. Ma?y involve extensive testing and observation so that
the curriculum materials presented are appropriate to the child's current
level of academic competence even where the educational objectives and
teaching methods are uniform (e.g., Bereiter-Englemann-Becker, Bushell,
and Karnes). Others provide equally intensive but wider-scope assessment
and individualization of curriculum across areas (e.g., Hodges, Spiker
- and McCandless, and Sprigle). Still others rely on the teacher's observations
and perceptions and her almost clinical skill in responding to the child's
initiations (e.g., Bank Street). Perhaps only in the stereotyped "traditional"
program where a similar experience is simultaneously available to all
children with unsystematic individualization of teacher initiations and
responses to children (if any), can a mostly noninteractive situation
be said to exist. ‘

The indirect test of the interactive hypothe81s in the E & R evaluations
is provided by a systematic search:

1) For overall changes,

2) For univariate program characteristics that may be differentially
associated with change, and
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3) For intergctions among child, family, teacher and program
characteristics that may be either differentially associated with change
on all variables or associated with changes on different variables in
different ways.

The overall mean gain scores (post minus pre) for each of the outcome
measures for 1967-68 and 1968-69 are shown in Table IX.1 for all children
for whom pre and post data were available on that measure. The gains for
1968-69 are based upon children who had no more than a summer of previous
Head Start experience and, were in classes where at least 70 percent of the
children had no previous Head Start experience. The gains for. 1967-68 are
based upon all children since children with more than a summer of previous
Head Start experience could not be identified. The gains for 1968-69
children with varidus levels of previo@s Head Start experience are pre-
sented in Table IX.6, to be discussed later. Gains for 1967-68 children

- as a function of independent variables hre shown in Table IX.Z2. : !

TABLE IX.1

MEAN GATIN SCORES AND STANDARD DEVIATIONS FOR
OUTCOME MEASURES FOR THE 1967-68 AND 1968-69 HEAD START SAMPLES

1967-68 Data ~ 1968-69 Data

Outcome ‘Mean Standard Mean - Standard-
Measure Gain Deviation N Gain _ Deviation N
SB 4.69 10.05 - 1493 4.82# 10.19 1000
P51 - ) 9.38 - 7.73 983
Au-wppél 9.45 12.77 997
GUMP 7.55 7.98 982
B -.15 1.16 1460 -.09 1.31 1010
Mp -.56 2.26 1460  -.21 2.42 1008

FI -.31 1.34 1460 -.20 1.36 1013
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Changes in the SB, the PSI raw score, the AH-WPPSI, and the GUMP were
statistically reliable and substantial. The decreases in adjustment
problems (BP, MP, and FI) in the test situation were not substantial over-
all, probably reflecting the fact that most children had only 0-1 problems
on initial testing.

On the SB, initial performance for 44.2 percent of the children in
1967-68 and 50 percent in 1968-69 was at levéls usually indicating learning
difficulties (89 or lower), at time of post-testing, only 31.2 percent of
the 1967-68 and 36 percent of the 1968-69 children scored at 'or below this
level. Of the almost 1500 children tested in each year, only about 38.7
percent either showed small.gains (0-1 points) or had lower scores on post-
testing.

The SB scores are age standardized, and thus already take into account
the improvement' expected because the children are six-~months older. It may
be useful to compare the overall SB changes with those reported for other
studies. SB changes for control groups typically are smaller than those
observed for Head Start while changes for experimental programs vary from
similar to much larger. Data from 6 control groups showed a median gain of
< 2 SB points. However, some of these control groups had pre means con-
siderably below those of the Head Start £ & R samples. ,

One of the central questlons raised by these data is whether v1rtually
all Head Starts show the "motivational enhancement level of gain, or
whether there are substantial variations among programs.

.. Appendix E gives the gain score distributions as class averages for -
the 1967-68 and 1968-69 programs. These data, like those ‘of the 1969-70
Head Start Planned Variation Study (SRI, 1971) indicate substantial
variation in average gains among classes, some as high as those reported
by Karnes and others and some showing lgsses. '

These data indicate average gains greater for the SB, PSI,, AH-WPSSI,
and GUMP than the changes anticipated for the approximately 6 chronological
months separating initial and final scoxes. This car be seen by referring
to Table VII. 4, which indicates the relationship of chronological age to
the pre scores of the 1968-69 outcome neasures, and contrasting the mean
pre score for children in the 48-53 month age category ~<ith the mean pre
score for children in the 54-59 month category. For example, the mean
gain on the PSI was 9.45 points while the difference between the pre PSI
means of these two age categories was only 3.9 points. These two age
categories differ by approximately 6 months. The children's raw scores
gains reflect, therefore, both an anticipated change over time and an
acceleration over and above these "maturational" effects.

Gain score inte}correlations were calculated but were not reliable
except for the AH-WPPSI and the PSI (.17); the SB and reductiop in
Motivational Problems (.18); and the Mot1vationa1 Problems and Feelings
of Inadequacy scales ( 43) ¢
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To summarize: Analyses of the outcome measures indicate gains in
(ognltlve development, preacademic readiness, ability to learn a new task,
and achievement motivation greater than expected at usual maturational
rates. Adjustment to the testing situation increased slightly but not
substantially, which may be due to the initially good adjustment shown
by many children. In comparison with data from other studies, the average
SB gains are greater than thosg reported in other studies for control
children (2-3 SB points) and similar to those associated with "motivational
enhancement'" and '"traditional" programs (4-5 SB points). The tange of mean
gains was larger than that forigxperlmental programs. some Head Starts on
the .average apparently were doing little to enhance development as measured

by SB gains while others apparently were as effective as the most effective

I3

experimental programs. (This.can bée substantiated by referring to the
listings of class mean gains for 1967-68 and 1968-69 in Appendix G.)

B. A Methodolqgical Note on Interpretation of the Raw and Adjusted’ Gains
Al o !

As mentioned earllcr, there is no entlrely satisfactory way to
correct statistically for initial differences between a priori groups.
For interpreting the gains related to child-family background
characteristics, raw gains will be relied upon. - Adjusted gdains will
be used in interpreting changes associated with teacier and program
factors.. Since the child-family background characteristics define

naturalVSﬁbpopulatlons and the children in each of these subpopulations
are regressing toward different subpopulation means, it is felt that
examining the ranking of the subpopulations on raw score gains is

more.; meaningful than examining the ranking of the subpopulations on
adjusted gains. However, children within a certain level of a program
factor can be assumed to be a mixture of various subpopulations and the
adjustment for gains on the basis of one overall regression line is some=
what more defensible.

The criterion for substantiality was the same as that used for
describing the prescore analyses. For both gain and adjusted gain
scores a difference of one~third (1/3) of a standard deviation of the
corresponding gain score distribution between-any two levels of a
variable -or factor was considered substantial. ‘'he criterion values are
present in Table IX.3. The gain criterion was uscd for child-family
background descriptions and the adjusted gain criterion was used for
the teacher-program descriptions. 'This criterion of substantiality
for both gains and prescores is arbitrary and the reader is invited
to formulate his own criterion in examining the various tables.

“ 1 . .
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. Table IX.3

'

CRITERION VALﬁES FOR JUDGING THE ''SUBSTANTIALITY" OF THE DIFFERENCES
IN RAW AND ADJUSTED GAIN SCORES AMONG SUBPOPULATIONS

(1968-69)
T Standard Deviations Criterion Value (1/3 SD)

- Qutcome Measuyre ~°~  Raw Gain » Adjusted Gain Raw Gain Adjus ted Gain
. SB - " 10.19 9.05 " 3.40 3.02

PST 7.73 6.82 2.58 2.27

AH-WPPST 12.77 11.95 © 4,26 3.98

- GUMP , 7.98 7.18 2.65 2.39

BP | 1.31 - 1.0l 0. 44 0,34

P 2.42 - 1.89 0.81 0.63

FI 1.36 0.98 0.45 0.33

C. Child Demographic Variables and Outcomes .

1. Age (Table IX.4)

Age was not related to gain on the SB, PSI, GUMP, MP and BP.
Older children gained more on the AH=WPPSI and made fewer improvements
on the FI (probably because of ceiling effects) than did younger children.
The 1967-~68 data indicated a significant but nonsubstantial effect of
age on the SB with -youngest children gaining the most. Overall, there
is little evidence of a substantial effect of age on gains, a finding
similar to Stearns' (1971) conclusion that "as far as amount of immediate‘
‘change in intellectual performance is concerned, the time in 'the individual'
early life at which this preschool experience occufs, at least between
2 and 6 years of age, does not appear crucial (p. 23)..

The clearest evidence contradicting this finding is Van de Reit and
Resnick's (1972) report that children enrolled in the Sprigle program at
4 years of age cléarly "out performed" those enrolled at five, both
initially and in the follow-up study. However, all of Sprigle s children’
were from the South and Southern children showed a possible atypical selection
effect.

«

2. Sex (Table F-1) . . : ¢

Positive gains on SB, PSI, AH-WPPSI, PSI, and GUMP and reduction
in behavior problems on MP, BP, and FI were similar for boys and girls.
No pattexrn of consistency for nonsybstantial differences was discernible.
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3. Ethnicity (Table IX.5)

Substantial differences among the four ethnic subgroups
appeared on SB, PSI, AH-WPPSI and -GUMP gain scores. Black childreu,
who along with rhe small sample of Mexican-American children, had
obtained the lowest pre ‘'scores on SB made the largest gains on SB
(5.7 p01nts) while the Mexican-American children made the smallest
gains (1.6 p01nts) There were no significant differences on the ]
SB for 1967-68. However, the Mexican-American children gained the least.

On the PSI, Polynesians who had scored 5-6 points lower on the
pretest than any of the other three ethnic groups, gained 12.8 points
which is approximately 4-5 points more than mean .gains for the other

, three ethnic groups. The largest gains on AH-WPPSI were also obtained

' by the Polynesian children who had the ‘lowest pre scores, .while the
smallest gains were made by the Mexican-Americans who had obtained the
highest pre.scores. While blacks aad whites had similar pre scores on
the AH-WPPSI, the blacks gained 3.7 more points than the whites.

Finally, while pre scores on GUMP were similar for' all ethnic
subgroups, gains on GUMP were approximately four points greater for thL

Mexican-American group than for the remaining groups.

4, Previous Head Start Experience (Table IX.6)

Amount of previous Head Start experleuce was substantially -
related to gains on all measures but SB and GUMP, through none of these
substantial relat;onships was monotonic. For the PYI, AH-WPPSI, and
GUMP, both the group with no previous Head Start experience and the
group with 9-10 months of previous experience obtained larger gains
than the remaining two experience groups. » ; St

On the other hand, the group with 12 or more months of previous
Head Start experience showed greater reductions on BP, MP, and FI than
the remaining two (intermediate) experience groups. In general, the
previous Head Start experience groups with the lowest pre scores on
BP, MP, and FI made the lowest raw score improvement from pre to post
test. :

These data suggest that the association of Head Start program diaration
and gains is ncf linear in the cognitive and preacademic areas. That is,
the greatest change occurs ih the first year, although there is additional
improvement in year 2. This is an extrapolation from cross sectional data,
however, since we do not have initial, year 1 and year 2 data for the
same S's. To a certain extent, it is unexpected to find any year 2
gain, since, as Stearns (1971) points out, "Often, two years of preschool
do not yield a higher IQ score than a single year...it is not the
amount of exposure time per se, but rather the experiences occurring
during that time which stimulate intellectual growth. It may be...the
length of time spent with individual children which is related tec their

l J
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IQ increase" (p. 25). Beller (1969), Klaus and Gray (1968) and.Weikart
(1971) find the greatest gain in year 1, with leveliny off or slight
decline in year 2 of nursery (4 year olds) plus kindergarten (5 year olds).
Erickson et al. (1969) found the greatest gain in year 1 Head Start
Englemann classes (4's) and leveling off or less gain in year 2 public
school Englemann classes (5's)., For the experimental program taught

by Englemann himself (Karmes, 1969), children gained as much in year 2
(first grade, 6 years) as in year 1 (5 years). Van de Reit (1970),
testing classes taught by Dr. and Mrs. Sprigle, found continuing'gain
from year 1 (5's) to year 2 (lst grade, 6's), and an even greater gain.
from year 1 (4's) to year 2 (5's) in the South.

Finally, Kraft et al. (1968) found that (a) children with initially
higher and lower IQs from relatively better off homes and (b) children
with initially higher IGs from-very poor homes gained most in year 1
(3's) and leveled off in years 2 (4's) and 3 (5's), while children with
initially lower IQs from very poor homes tcok two years to reach the
- level attained by relatively better off children in one year.

A conservative interpretation of these data would be that further,
systematic experimental data are required. A less conservative inter-
pretation is that where programs are dynamic, highly sti&ulating and
keep pace with the child's rapid development, the longer.the duration
the better for the child~-by the cognitive and: academic criteria for
immediate effects. There is some evidence that a '"rote learning"”
approach will not show sustained effects when children enter regular A
public school in year 3 (Karnes, 1969) while a learning-to-learn approach
will show substantial sustained effects when children enter regular public
schools in year 3 (Van de Reit and Resnick, 1972). Also, where programs
are more traditional in content, have centinuity-by-curriculum label
(e.g., Erickson follow-up of Englemann as taught by others), or less
intensively stifulate the child's development, two years are not much
better than a one-year program--except for slow learners from very
disadvantaged circumstances. f

. y

B 3
/; 5. Region (Table IX.7)

Children in the South had the largest gain on the SB and the

AH-WPPSI, and children: from the West had the largest gain on the PSI. °The
results for the/gpncognitive meas'ires were also inconsistent: children
from the North showed the largest decreases in MP; children from the Midwest
showgd/fﬁ/ largest increase in GUMP; and children from the West showed the
largest decrease in-FI. The 1967-68 results did not repllcate those for
1968-69. Thus the results were 1nconsistent across both years and outcome
measures for region y "
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D. Family Demographic Variables

1. Socioeconomic Status (Table I1X.8) .

For children frrw families within the Head Start economic guide-
lines, SES was not substantially related to either raw or adjusted
gain scores. A consistent trend was obtained, however, on five of the
seven measures. On SB, PS1, and AH-WPPSI, children from extremely
deprived homes tended to gain more than did children from higher SES
levels, and also generally had 1arger decreases in problems than did
the higher SES levels on MP, and FI. This f1nding\was supported
by the 1967-68 data where no signlflcant relationships were found for o
the two SES indicators, mother's education, and number of people in
the home,

2. Family Structure (Table F-2)

None of the raw or adjusted gain scores was substantlally related
to dlfferent types of family structure, nor did any consistent pattern
of relationships emerge.

3. Mother's Employment Status (Table F-3)

None of the raw or adjusted gain scores was substantially relat:
to mother's employment status. '

4. Number of Family Moves in Last Three Years (Table F-4)
b [N U . .
None.of the raw or adjusted gain scores was substantially related
to family mobility nor did any con51stent pattern of differential gains
appear in the data.

E. Parant-Child Psychological Interaction Variables

1. . Mother's Aspirations Concerning Child's Educational-Occupational
Advancement (Table F-5)

None of the gain scores was substantially related to this variable,
nor did any consistent pattern of differential gains appear in the data
for either 1967-68 or 1968-69.

2. Mother's Expectations Concerning Child's Educational-Occupational
Advancement (Table F-6)

None of the gain scores was substantially related to this variable
nor did any consistent pattern of differential gains appear in the data
for either 1967-68 or 1968-69.

3. Parent Pessimism Toward Life Scale (Table F-7)

None of the gain scores was sSubstantially related to this
variable (pre Head Start attitudes) nor did a consistent pattern of
findings emerge,
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4. Accessibility of Adults (Table F-8)

_ None of the raw or adjusted gain scores was substantially
related to accessibility of adults,

5. Frequency of Reading to Child (Table IX.9) .

There were no significant findings in regard to frequency of
reading to child :

6. Extent of Physical Controel (Table F-9)

Neither raw nor adjusted gain scores ‘were substantially related
to this variable.

7. Parent D1301p11nary Reactions to Minor Rule ‘Infractions
{Table F-10)

None of the gain scores was substantially related to this variable.

8. Frequency of Parent Visits to Head Start Center (Table F-11)

There is no evidence to indicate that frequency of visiting
the Head Start Center in itself plays an important role in bringing
about change in chlldren s skills and behaviors. However, cautious
interpretation is "called for in ‘that post .family interview information
on this variable existed for only 600 children.out of the original
1998 child records. The available data could be somewhat biased like
the data for many of the present analyses where a relatively large -
amount of the data is missing due to systematic selection. The 1967-68
data replicgted the participation findihgs. More detailed analyses of
parent participation should be conducted to see if parent participation
interacts with child characterlstlcs such as age, pre scores; SES, etc.
in bringing about gains.

2

e

~ 9. Parent Volunteering as Class Aide (Table IX.10)

Only the PSI had a statistically significant ‘monotonic positive
relationship with frequency of parent volunteerlng as a Class Aide for
both anusted and raw galns

F. Time in Program Variables

ks

1. . Attendance (Table IX.11)
Attendance had a substantial, impact.on raw SB and PSI gains for
1968-69, but not for 1967-68. For 1968-69, there was a tendency for larger
gains to occur for children who attended the Head Start program for longer
periods.
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2. Length of Pre/Post Testing Interval (Table IX.12)

While there were no substantial relationships between the adjusted
gain and length of pre-post interval, every outcome variable except GUMP
and AH-WPPSI was significantly related to the pre-post interval. Longer
intervals were associated w1th greater"cognitive gains and larger losses in
adjustment problems.

G. Discussion _and Summary

Participation in Head Start is clearly associated with improved
performance, on measures of cognitive development, preacademic readiness,
'ability to learn new tasks.and achievement motivation. Smaller changes
were found ir measures of adjustment to the test situation; they were
probably not largef since most of the chlldren showed few problems on initial
testing.

Ascription 8¥\these changes in performance to Head Start participation

" is supported by a comparison of the E & R data to contrbl group data reported
in the literature. The overall Head Start gain on the SB (about 5 points)

is larger than the median gain atross 6 control samples (2 points). It is
likely, therefore, that the changes observed are due to Head Start partici-
pation, although this cannot be concluded in the absence of true controls.

These findings are consistent with earlier studies of Head Start
which showed con81stently reliable but modest gains for summer and
full-year programs. Di Lorenzo and Salter (1969), interpreting similar data,
p01nted out that the distance between final scores and the test's

"average development expected for a child of this age' was greater than
the distance gained in the program. Overall, this is true of the
Head Start data. Stearns (1971) has pointed out that there is ample
evidence of dramatic changes in performance on measures of general and
specific abilities when achievement of such effects is a clear program
goal, usually with "...smaller, well-designed, and expertly staffed
programs' (pr 23). In this interpretation, overall data may reflect
tne fact that few Head Start programs have a primary objective of
‘substantially increasing the child's cognitive performance (Bates, 1970).
Stearns emphasizes that '. the major problems for both operating
preschool programs and evaluating them is, inadequate formulation of
goals and objectives' (p. 54).

Information in the literature on the typical SB gains for control
groups was supplied by Dr. Lois-ellin Datta.
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This point will be discussed later, after the data on the effects of
program characteristics have been presented.

. Interpretation of these SB changes as true increments in the variable
presumed measured by the SB is less clear. On the SB, the magnitude of the
gain overall 1s within the range of. gains reported in the literature for a
variety of curriculums. The magnitudes of both average Head Start gains and
median traditional class gains are about the same as the 4.0 change found
by Zigler and Butterfield (1968) for motivationally enhancing condltlons.

1]

o

These data are consistent with the interpretation that overall, most
of the SB gains ascribed to Head Start (and traditional programs) arg
probably due to changes in the child's readiness to perform, his tagk

‘orientation, desire to please the adult tester, and sense of confldenqe in
his abilities rather than to basic increments in his cognitive ability.

In some classes, however, both in Head Start and experisiental programs,:
the gains are likely to include in addition to motivational effects, true
changes in the child's store of information, readiness and cognitive
ability.l/ In this interpretation, motivational -changes may occur most
generally and readily, followed by changes in acquiring new skills and in-
formation, and with more effort, changes in the ability to profit from
experience: to learn, to abgtract, to transfer.

The analyses discussed in this chapter suggest the following:

1) Gains ate greatest for children from éxtremely+impoverished
backgrounds, and for children new to the program. Child sex and age were
not related to size of gains. Typically, effects were more likely to be
found in cognitive, than non- cognitlve measules, probably due to the
ceiling effects. \ ’

2) The pattern of gains was different for each ethnic group. Black
chilidren gained most on the SB, Polynesian children gained most on the
PST, and Mexican—~Américan children gained most on the GUMP.

3) Parental characteristics such as aspirations, expectations,
amount of reading to &hild, number of visits to the classroom, and child
rearing practice ere\not related to gains. 1In the pre scOre analyses,
these variables /fwere substantially related to initial levels of performance.
At least three interprgtations are possible: (a) parental gain scores
(which were not alyZed) are better predictotrs of child gain, (b) class-
room experiences ''broke up,'" as it were, effects of the home environment

1
/ Cross program data are, unfortunately, not available on measures
other than the SB.
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that earlier determined child performance, or (c) if post parental factors
were compared to post child performance (which they were not), the same
relationship would be found, only slightly attenuated by the classroom

experiences.

v

Data from other studies are sparse. Stearns (1971) reviewing
effects of interventions directed at modifying parental behavior,
skills and attitudes comments: "Lt is clear ... that parents' involve-
ment changed their actions, because children did perform differently
when their parents participated. [But] If some parental attitudes were
signficantly altered, they were not those measured by these instruments.,
...we do not yet understand well what effects we have had directly on -

the parents" (p. 105).

RIC . | |
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CHAPTER X

TEACHER AND PROGRAM CHARACTERISTICS AS VARIABLES ASSOCIATED
WITH CHANGES IN CHTLD PERFORMANCE

Central to the-efforts of many researchers, program planners, ¢
administrators, parents and teachers is the.belief that what happens
to the child in the classroom makes a difference. Few beliefs have
been as hotly debated, and the evidence is by no means unequivocal.
Many writers have detailed the association of poverty and indicators
of unequal educational experience: older schools, dilapidated and"
sparse equipment and facilities, overcrowded classes, inadequate
provigion for children with special needs, and it would appear all
too often, cruelty, shaming and profound disrespect for the children
and. their families. Analyses of the correlations among indicators of
school quality, family background and achievement (Coleman, 1966;
Jencks, 1969) typically show a greater association of family characteristics
and achievement than of school characteristics and achievement. Inter-
pretation of these correlational data is particularly difficult since
the range of ''good" characteristics available in the Coleman data- falls
short of what many educators have been advocating (Datta, 1969).

One means of assessing the potential effects of a changed environment
is to change it and see what happens. Whlle this way is fraught with
difficulties because of the inertia of a system already in place, it has
been most frequently applied, often in a piece-meal way.= 1

For preschools, the situation more often has been creation of a
new, complete project (e.g., Gray, Weikart, Sprigle), and it may be no
coincidence that these programs are often more effective than where
an established program is to be modified for a year or so (Di Lorenzo and
Salter, 1969; Miller and Dyer, 1970) -~ 1In 1968-69, the on-going Head
Start programs were modified in many of the E & R Center samples; the
1967-68 study involved selection cof natural variations. The findings
from these analyses should be regarded as tentative indicators of whether
variations in the chi1ld's classroom experience are substantially associated
with Jifferential changes in his development.

The adjusted gain analyses will be emphasized in the interpretation
of the résults concerning the association of ga1ns with teacher and program
variables. , |

1/ The new ex) erimental schools project initiated by the Office of
Education and the British open-classroom experiment are significant
exceptions in both the scope of the"changes and the time given for the
changes to-"take hold" before a final assessment.
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”

AL Teacher Demographic Variables

Except for age, there were no substantial or consistent relationships
between the teacher demographic variables (ethnicity, years of education.
training in early childhood, and re51dencc) for either 1967-68 or 1963-pY
(see Tables P-12 to F-I'5 for '1968-69 and Table IX.2 for 1967-68).

1. ZIFachers<§g§ (Table X.1)

In 1968-69, older teachers tended to be consistently associated
with greater -improvement in the children's'cognitive bchav1or as reflected
by both adgusted and unadJusted gain score§.

B. Teacher Interactlon Varlables

Chapter 11 described in detail the teacher program varlables considered
in this analysis. In general ternis they were based upon a Post Proglam
Teacher Interview, a Post, Obsetrvation Teacher Rating Scale, “and the Observa-
tion of Substantive Currlcular Input (0SCI) Teacher and Class factors.

]
- ° .
| 4 ©

¢ 1, Teacaoer Stimulation_CEabie F-16)

. L ’
7 "The results for this variable indicated no'substantial or con-
sistent results. ‘

2. Teacher Sensitivity to Individual Differences (Table F-17)

~ .
L

results for this varfable. - g

- ‘ ‘ T ’ N -~ . ]
3. OSCI-TI - Teacher 'Social-Emotional Interaction (Table X.2)

Like Teachej Stlmulatiou, “there were no substantlel or con51stcnt

Substantial results were obtained for AH-WPPSI in that .there was
an overall 6.6 adjusted mean gain difference between the hlgh and low levels
of this factor. The raw gains also indicated a .substantial ¢1fference
between the low and high levels. The gain was in faver of clapses rated
fow on Teacher Social-Emotional Interaction.

4. OSCI-TII - Teacher Structured Lessons {Table X.3).

Once again, substantial results were.obtained for AH-WPPSL. The.
children (older) exposed to a high level of this factor gained the most.
PSI gains were also substantially greater at the high level of emphasis:
An opposite pattern which was significant but not substant1a1 emerged for
the SB where adjusted gains were lowest for classes with high emphasis.
There was also a tendency for more imptrovement in the noncogpdtive areas
to occur at ‘the higher levels of this factor. This factor was includged in _,
the more complex analyses to be discussed in Chapter XI. .
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5. OSCI-TIII - Teacher Emphasis on Art Activities (Table F-18)

This factor was not substantially or consistently related to aljusted
gains, except for PSI gains which increased with more emphasis on Art Activities.

6. OSCI-TIV - Teacher Emphasis in Gmall Groups and Creatlve Materials
(Tahle X.4) ‘

The results for the PSI were substantial and the SB and , AH-kPPS]
almost reached the criterion for being substantial. Children exposed to
a medium level of this. factor improved the most on’ these-three outcomes.
MP and BR also improved the mos® for children exposed to the middle level
of this factor. This variable was included in the more complex analyses
to be d1SCussed in Chapter XT.

7. 0SCI TV - Teacher Routines (Lable F -19)

This factor yielded no interesting findings.

8. OSCI-TVI - Teacher Emphasis.on Receptive tearning
(Table X.5)

Children in low emphasis classes gained substantially more on
the AH-WPPSI than children in high emphasis classes. SB and PSI
showed a non-significant tendency to follow this pattern. Children in
low emphasis classes alsc showed a.significantly.g:eatqr decrease in BP.

C. Classroom*Interaction Variables /

-9 . . .
1. 0OSCI-CI -~ Classroom Emphaéis on Structured .Lessons (Table X.6)

.

There was an ex_remely largr mean difference between the low
and.high levels of this factor on the AH-WPPSI. The mean adjusted gain
for children exposed,to the high level of this Tactor was 8.6 points
higher than the mean. adjusted gain for children exposed to .the low level
of this factor. A substantial pattern in the same direction can alse
be‘noted for the PSI. 1In the noncognitive area, there was a Sis2*lticantly
greater decrease in BP at the high levels of this factor, but « significant

increase in FI. This factor was selected for inclusion in the {hiapter X1
dnalyses,

-

2. 0SCI-CII - ClasstGom Group Activitie$ and Routines (Tabie F-77,

Nothing of interesc+ **~c Coupd € T Feee
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4, 0SCI-CIV ~ Classroom Verbal Communication (Table X.7)

The children exposed to the low lew~2: of this factor gained over
five and one-half AH-WPPSI points more tiian the children exposed to the
high level of this factor. Children at the low level also dil substantially
better on the GUMP. The findings for the noncognitive measures were non-
substantial and inconsistent.

5. 0OSCI~CV - Classroom Small Group Instruction in Creative Ar-.s
(Table F-22)

There were no substantial or consistent findings regarding this

variable.
6. OSCI-CVI - Classroom Language and Discrimination Learuning (Table
X.8)
There were no substantial findings regarding this variable. How-

ever, SB gains were significantly higher for high emphasis on this factor
and AH-WPPSI gains were signifipantly lower for high emphasis on this
factor. 7

7. Class Factors for 1967-68 (Table I1X.2)

The four OSCI class factors for 1967-68 were not as confounded with
the pre scores as the 12 OSCI teacher and class factors were for 1968-69.
Consequently, the gains for these four factors were not adjusted for pre score
and instead, raw gain scores were used in the analysis. There is not a
one-to-one correspondence between these factor scores and the 1968-69 0SCI
factor scores, but the significantly greater gain in SB for the medium and
high emphasis clacses on 1967-68 OSCI-III (Cognitive-High Structure) rela-
tive to low emphasis classes supports the findings for 1968-69 in respect
to greater cognitive gains occurring in the more highly structured programs,

D. Discussion and Summary

Excent for age, teacher demographic variables were not clearly related
t» the outcome measures for either 1967-68 or 1968-69. The cognitive
measures tended to be more susceptible to rrogram variation, as measured
by the OGCI, than the noncognitive measures. The AH-WPPSI was extremely
sensitive to program variation. Substancially higher gains on the AH-WPPSI
were found for those children exposed to a low level of Teacher Social-
Emotional Interaction, 1 low level of Teacher Emphasis on Passive-Réceptive
Learning, a low level of Classroom Verbal Communication, and a high level on
both Teacher and <lassroom Emphasis on Structured Lessons. Childrer alsc
did substantially better on the PST when exposed to a high level of both
Teacher and Classroom Emphasis on Structured Lesso=ss. Of the cognicive
measures, the SB tended to be the least sensitive to program variationn,
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and did not clearly follow the patternt of the AH-WPPSI and PSI. 1t is
interesting ,to note, however, that the raw SB .gains did follow the AH-WPPSI
and PST patterns. The adjusted gains for® SB tended to "overcorrect! for the
pre SB which was highlv confounded with the 0SCI factors. Turthermore, the
pre SB was confounded iﬂ such a way. that low pre SBs occurred at the DSCI
facton levels where pro&ram effects would be hypothesized to be greatest
(e g., pre SB mean of 8l for high level of Classroom Structured Lessons).
The OSCI factors are also, of course, confounded with other fact.:s such

as region, which are related to gains and which could be partly responsible
for the SB results in thgse univariate analyses. The analysis of variance
and regression procedures discussed in the next chapLer attempt to adjust
for some of these other important factors.

In Jegard to the nou;dénitive factors, there was a tendency for 1mprove—
ment on the BP‘scale to follow the AH—WPPGI and PST patterns.

In summary, cognltive gains were a55001ated with programs having a
high proportion of time spent on language, afithmetic and "structured"
activities. These flndlngs support the notlon that high-structured, focused,
“and well-implemented compensatory programs can bring about greater 1mmed1ate
cognitive gains than low-structured, dlffuse and less well -implemented
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CHAPTER X1

ANALYSLS OF VARIANCE AND REGRESSION ANALYSES fFuR -SELECTED
OUTCUME GAINS FOR 196869

The previous chapters presented some of the univariate ef fects of
child-background and program variables on gain scores, Ope problem
with these analyses is that the explanatory variables are confounded
with each other and the univariate estimates of effects thus may be
somewhat spurious. That is, the effect that is observed in the univariate
analysis could be a result of the variable of interest, some other
variable(s) that ¢ varies with the variable of interest, or a joint
function of the variable of interest and other variables that covary
with it. :

In this chapter we first discuss the results of the analysis of
variance (ANOVA) of selected outcome gains with selected combinations
of child-family background dhnd Head Start program factors for 1968-69.
This analysis amounts to an analysis of variance on a nonorthogonal
unbalanced design. Since the factors considered are confounded, certain
combinations of the factor levels do not appear in the design; consequently,
all interactions cannot be estimated. .This analysis is equivalent to a
regression analysis in which the independent variables are dummy variables
(U, 1 variables) wiich indicate the level of a factor in which the obseryation
falls,

Among the factors considered for the analysis, there are categorical
variables as well as continuous variables. There are two approachcs
to including continuous variables in the analysis of variance mode i,

The first approach is to treat them as covariates. The second approach

is to categorize them and ireat the categories as levels of a factor,

For the categorical variables, the different categories are treated as

levels of _that factor in the analysis of variance model. 1in the analyses
" discussed here, the continuous variables were categorized.

There were a number of reasons for categorizing the continuous
independent variables: vit was easier to include and interpret interaction
terms in the model; it was easier to talk in terms of categories for ’
programs or children; some of the continuous variables were nonlinearly
related to  the dépendéﬁc.variables; and the problem of considering the
prescore as a continuous covariate was climinated.

a

A, Analyses: of Variance " . S

O
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interactiofns were not included in the model because of their difficulty

in interpretation and the nature in which the factors were confounded.

ln some cases even first-order interactions between two factors werc

not estimable because there were some cells with no observations.

An cexample would be the interaction for 1968-69, between geograpinical

regions and OSCI Classroom Structured Lessons. There were no classroomns

in the South that operated under the lowest level of this OSCI program

component. Consequently, there were empty cells and not enough information

to estimate interaction parameters.
he analyses attempt to estimate and analyze the significance of

the main effocts of child-family factors and progxram factors and their

interactions. If the main effect of a factor is statistically significant

it could be interpreted to mean that the factor explains some variation

in gain when adjusted for other factors in the model. The statistical

significance of all the parameters for each main effect and interaction

is tested in the presence of all the other factors considered .in the

‘model. ;

. both OSCI scores and gain scores. b

O

The child-family backgrcund variables to be included in these analyses
Wwere eitler statistically significant in the univariate gain analyses or
were hypothesized to interact with program factors. There were numerous
possible child-family background factors to consider. The variables selected
were child's age, sex, pre score, socioeconomic level, and geographical regiovn
in which he or she resided. Geographical region was related to many other
child and program characteristics such as age, race, and, in 1968-69, 0SCl
factor scores, as well as to gain scores. Consequently, it would seem to be
an important variable to consider in the model for adjusting the effects of
other factors and interactions in the model. "Pré score was included to adjust
the other parameters for regression effects. Pre score by program interaction
paraneters were also included in the models. Of primary interest would be
any age or SES main effects, age-program interactions, SES-program interactions
or pre score-program interactions. The length of the pre/post testing interwval
was also included in the analyses because it was significantly related to

L ey

3

The program factors considered for these analyses were four OSCIL Class
and Teacher factors that were consistently related to the various outcome
gains in the univariate analyses. The 05CI factors considered in the analyses
were OSCI Class Factor I (Structured Lessons), 0SCI:Class Factor VI (Languayc
and Discrimination), OSCI Teacher. Factor II {Structured Lessons), and 0SCI
Teacher Factor [V (Creative Imstruction - Small Group).

RIC
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The outcome variables to be considered in these analyses were S raw gain,
PSI raw gain and MP raw gain. The Gumpgookies was not con;%dereq becaune it
was relatively insensitive to child and program variation. The othar twe -
rating scales from the Inventory &f Factors Affeccing the Staﬂfo€j~giqu ™
were not considered because they comtained less items and had lefg
desirable distribution properties than the Motivatton Problem scale
which contained ten items. .The AH-WPPSI was extremely sensitive to
program factors in the unlvar&f;e analyses but because of timer and
cost constraints was not further con31dered

=

" The child—familyg‘program, and outgome measures §e1eqted for=tne:
detailed analyses were judged to be a reasonable subset of variables ou
the basis of previous agnalyses and theoretical interest. Many other
potentially important child-family and teacher-program variables for
both 1967-§8 and 1968-69, were rot considered in these analyses 4ng-
should be c0n31dered in subsequent analyses of these data. .

Another problem was that due to missing data only a relatiVGly small
number of factors and relevant interactions could be included in any
on: analysis. In wmany cases; the inclusion of four explanatory variable. .f?
and one outcome measure reduced the original data file of/childreén. frony
1998 records to 500 or 600 observations. This is not serious LIf the
explanatory variables are not highly" confounded and can be subdivided
into relatively 1ndependent subsets, becauee the parametsr estimates
will not change significantly by addlng variables that are relatively

independent.of wvariables already in the model. This problem was v
rectified somewhat by considering the effect of the USCI factors in the -
context of different sets of explanatory variables., In this way, a - -

check could be made onr the robustness of the explanatory variable. °

A definition of the explanatory variables - folloWS. The childfe
were divided into two age categories--less than four aad. one-~ralf vcears
of age and four and Qne-half years of age and greater. This resultced
in a fairly even split in age for a11 dnalyses. The children vere Albu
classified into one of three SES categorles as discussed prev1ously

low-low, medium~low, and upper-low. Each of the four USCI, factors

O
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was categorized into the three levels (low, medlum and‘zlgh) dlSLussgh
previously. Three levels’'of SB and PSI prescore’were considered. "1dr .
these two measures, the low, medium, and high 1evels were- comprised of
roughly the lower 25%, the middle 50%, and tHe uppér 25% of the
distribution, respectively. ouUnly two levéls Gt the pre score for the
Motivation Problem scalé were considered: children who ERhibiLed no

motivational preoblems, and .children who exhibited one or more motivar:. nlt.

problems. The definition ¢f the levels for the various fagtors secm: .
justiflable from both a conceptual and a data analytic viewpoint,

£
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Sixteen ANOVAs were undertaken for each of the three selected outcome
variables. The set of explanatory variables and the models were identical
for each of them, and Tdble XI.l summarizes the models used for each of
the three outcome variables.

Table XI.1 describes the main effect parameters and interaction
parame. ers estimated for each of the 16 models. For example, in
model 1 the main effect and interaction parameters were estimated for
region, pre score, age, OSCI Class Factor I, Pre by Age Interaction, Pre
by USCI Class Factor I Interaction, and Age by OSCI Class Factor I Interacticn
.for the gains on each of the three outcome variables. The ANOVA model
for SB gain can be written as:

SB gain Yijkln =y + Ri + Pj + Ak + ol + (PA)J,k + (Po)jl + (AO)kl + Lijkln

where SB gein Yijkln is the géin for the nth child in region i, pre score
category j, age category k, and OSCI Factor I level 1,
4 is the overall effect
R. is the effect for Region i
Pj is the effect for pre score level j

Ak is the effect for age catégory k

01 is the effect for USCI Factor I level 1

(PA)jk is the effect for the jkth pre score-age Cross classification
(PO)jl is the effect for the jlth pre score~-0SCI cross classification
(AO)kl is the effect for the klth-age 0SCI cross classification

€ ikln is the error for the nth child in region i, pre score
J category j, age category k, and 0SCI Class Factor I level 1.

The constraints on the parameters are

sz = 0, LAk = 0, 201 = 0, (f(PA)jkz o, L(PA)jk = V),
j k

(§(P0)jl = 0, Z(PO),, = 0), and (Z(AO)kl =0, ?(AO) = Q).

; RN ! y k1
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These are the arbitrary constraints used $o that the parameters in the
model could be estimated. The predicted gain for a child can be found by
estimating the parameters (e.g., Ry, etc.) of the above model and then
adding the appropriate parameters to yield the predicted gain. For example,
if we wanted to predict the SB gain for a child in Region 1, SB pre-score '
level 1, age level 1, and OSCI Factor T-I - level 1, then we wculd simply
add up the’ appropriate parameters to obtain the predicted gain from the
model. 1In this case, the predicted gain for any child falling at the
specified levels of these 4 factors would be

'
~

) - + -
Ylllln u + R1 + P1 Al + 01 + (PA)11 + (PO)11 + (Ao)ll.

If the set of estimated parameters corresponding to a particular main
crfect or two factor interaction is close to zero, then the get of estimated
parameters would not contribute to the prediction equation.

1. SB ANOVA

The significant main effects and interactiocns for the 16 SB models
are shown *n Table XI.2. The table follows the 'same format as Table XI.1
Sut only the significant effects are listed. In regard to the SB gain
analyses, region was highly significant (.001) for each of the 16 models.
The models yielded positive effects for the North and South and negative
effects for the Midwest and West. '

As expected, the pre SB was highly significart (.001) for all 16 models.
Earlier analyses iadicated that pre SB and raw gains correlated approximate-
ly -.45. The lowest SB catepgory yielded a positive effect while the highest
SB category yiedded a negative effect in all of the analyses. This primarily
reflects quite large changeg in the extremely low (SB 70 or less)-initial
scores. S

All four models that included age as a factor indicated nonsignificance
for the age main effect but the significance of age by pre score interactinn
in three of the models indicated that age was needed as an "explanatory"
variable. The univariate relationship of age to SB gain indicated no mono-
tonic  trend of any practical significance.: The four models indicate that
age is not needed to account for gains when other explanatory variables are
included in the model. Both region and pre scores are significantly related
to age in these analyses., It should also be recalled that the predominantly
Southern oldest children also experienced the most structured programs in
1968-69.

Likewise SES was not a statistically reliable associate of SB gain ,
when adjusted for the effects of region, pre SB, and other factors, probably
because both region and pre SB were significantly associated with SES. SES
seems to add no unigue contributien to pre score, region, ancd other factors
in explaining SB gains. '

The univariate analyses indicated that sex did not relate signifi-
@ antly to gain. Child sex was not a significant factor in the four models

[ERJ!:hvolving sex.

IToxt Provided by ERI
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Table XI.2

SIGNIFICANT FACTORS IN ANOVAS WITH RAW GAINS ON S$B

ld
Model ' y
_Numbel Factors Significant at .05 Level

1 Regilon, and Pre Score

2 Region, Pre Score, OSCI Class Factor VI and (Pre Score by Age
Interaction)

3 Region, Pre Score and (Pre Score by Age Interaction)

4 Region, Pre Score, OSCI Teacher Factor IV and‘(Pre Score by Age
Interaction)

5 Region, and Pre Score

6 Region, Pre Score and 0SCI Class Factor VI

7 Region, Pre Score and OSCI Teacher Factor II

8 Region, Pre Score and OSCI Teacher Factor IV

9 Region and Pre Score

10 Region, Pre Score and OSCI Class Factor VI

11 Region and Pre Score

12 Region, Pre Score and 0OSCI Teacher Factor IV

13 Region, Pre Score, Pre-Pust Interval, OSCI Class Factor I and
(Pre-Post Interval by OSCI Class Factor I Interaction)

14 Region, Pre Score, Pre-Post Interval, OSCI Class Factor VI and
(Pre-Post Interval by OSCI Class Factor VI Interaction)

15 Region, and Pre Score

16 Region, Pre Score, Pre-Post TInterval, 03SCI &eacher Factor iV

and (Pre-Post Interval by OSCI Teacher Factor IV Interaction)
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The findings regarding the association of child sex and gains are
among the most puzzling and inconsistent in the literature. The E & R
data are quite clear in showing no discernible effects of child sex on
initial or final scores, whether as a main variable or in combination
with other variables. Weikart (1971) found that most of the
effects of the Perry Preschool program wcre on girls, both immediately
and in the follow-up study. Kraft, et al.(1968) report greater benefits
for boys. Di Lorenzo and Salter (1969) found no reliable effects of child sex,
both immediately and in the long run. Many studies (e.g,, Schaeler,
find teachers view girls, even as young as 5, 6 and 7 years of age, as
more task-oriented, and extraverted--far more favcrably than they do
boys. Typically, boys are reported to have lower initial scores than
girls, and as Erickson et al. (1969) ‘conclude, the plight of :he disadvantaged
boy who must enter first grade without a preschool is pitiful indeed, a
finding consistent also with Miller and Dyer's (1970) observations: both of these
projects studied Head Start children. The question of the conditions under
which sex differences do and do not appear is an important one, which
clearly needs further investigation,

The length of the pre/post testing interval had a significant monotonic
relationship with raw gain scores in a previously discussed univariate analysis,
There was also a significant monotonic relationship between the length of
the pre-post interval and the gain scores corrected on the basis of the
pre scores. In both cases, the longer the pre-post interval, the greater
the gain, The paramec:rs in the model for pre-post interval indicated the
same trend for each of the four SB analyses which considered the pre-post
interval., In three cases, the pre-post interval was significant at the
.05 level and in one case the .10 level.

However, it is difficult to interpret the pre/post testing interval as a
measure of program exposure since in some instances the pre test was
given two or three months after the child was first exposed to the program.

lhe four 0SCI Class and Teacher Factors considered in these analyscs
were selected because of their power to explain gain scores in the
univariate analyses. Of the four analyses that included 0OSCI Clars
Factor I (Structured Lessons), one of them indicated significance at the
.05 level {model 13), two indicated significanc= at the .16 level
(models 1 and 5) and one analysis (model 9) indicated no significance.
The model which indicated the greatest significance for 0SCI Class Factor I
was the model which included the length of the pre-post interval. 1In
tais analysis, the classroom with middle emphasis on classroom structured
activities had the largest pcsitive effect and classrooms with the lowest
emphasis had the largest negat.ve effect. The other two analyses where
OSCI Class Factor I was significant at the .10 level indicated the same
phenomena, greatest gains at the middle level of classroom emphasis of
structured lessons. The univariate adjusted SB gains analyses also indicated
that children at the middle level were gaining significantly more than
eititer the low or high levels.
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The results of the four analyses which considered the level of
language and discrimination emphasis as reflected in 0SCI Class Factor VI
yielded.more consistency than the analyses involving classroom structured
lessons. All four analyses indicated significance at the .05 level.
The effects of this factor seemed to be quite strong in that the adjustments
on the basis of four subsets of variables did not ‘alter the conclusion that
those classes where language and discrimination were. highly emphasized
gained the most in 8B. These results were also consistent with the
univariate analyses with both corrected and uncorrected SB gains. All

‘analyses indicated a two to two and one-—half points adjusted SB gain

difference between classes low and high on this factor.
a

0SCI Teacher Factor II (Structured Lessons) yieldéd a pattern of
results similar to that of OSCI Class Factor I (Structured Lessons).
That 1is, two analyses indicated no significance, one marginal significance
(.10) and one significance at the .05 level. The two analyses that were
significant inaicated a negative monotonic trend. The low level had a
positive parameter and the high level a negative parameter, i.e., low
emphasis gained more than high emphasis. The two insignificant analyses
indicated trends in the same direction. The univariate analyses of adjusted
SB gains also indicated that the lows gained the most and the highs gained
the least.

0SCI Teacher Factor IV (Creative Instruction-Small Group), like O0SCI
Class Factor VI (Language and Discrimination), was highly significant in
accounting for gain score variation in the context of four different subsets
of explanatory factors. All four of these analyses indicated that the
middle level of Teacher Creative Instruction produced the most gains, and
the highest level produced the least™gains. These results are consistent
with the univariate analyses. The adjusted gain differences between the
high and middle groups for the analyses averaged around three SB points.
It is not unreasonable to expect classrooms where teachers do not either
overemphasize or underemphasize creative instruction to produce high SB
gains relative to either of the two extremes. Teachers spending too much
time on creative instruction activities might be sacrificing time better
spent on other-activities while teachers spending too little time on
creative instruction may not be emphasizing other skllls necessary to .
improve performance on the Stanford-Binet,

It is interesting to note that there were no significant interactions
between child-family background variables and 0SCI Factors. The lack of any
child-program interactions may reflect insensitivity of the statistical
model, given the confounding that reduced cell N3, to interactive effects,
or it may mean that child-pregram interacticns are not as powerful, given
the variables studied, as some educators would anticipate.
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An examination of the significant interaction effects in the SB raw
pain analyses of variance shows that’older children with high pre scores
gained more than would be expected on the basis of age, pre score dnd
other main and interaction effects (models 2,3, 4). Children who had a
short pre post testing interval and who were under a low level of Class
Structured Lessons pained less than would be expected on the basis of
age, pre score and other main and interaction effects (model 13%).
However, short pre/post testing interval children under a high emphasis
on Class Language and Discrimination (model 14), or under a middle level
of Teacher Creative Instruction (model 16); gained more than would be
expected on the basis of main and other interaction effects. .

In summarizing the ANOVAs on SB gains, it can be said that program
variation as measured by the OSCI contributed significantly more in
explaining SB gains than child variables, and that there were no inter-
actions of child-background factors with the OSCI Factors. Classroom
emphasis on language and discrimination, and teacher emphasis on creative
instruction (moderate level) seemed to play a major role in explaining
SB gainq in these data.

2. PSI ANOVA

The significant main effects and interactions for the PSI models
are shown in Table XI.3. Region was significant for all 16 PSI
models. Children in the South and West had the largest gains on the PSI.
Children in these regions were significantly different from children in
the North and Midwest in a number of ways as discussed previously. The
regional effect could:be due to any of these subpopulation difference.
As to be expected, the prescores were significant in all 16 PSI analyses.
Sex only had marginal significance (.10) in one of the four analyses and
consequently will not be’ further discussed. Socioeconomic level was
nonsignificant in all four analyses. Age, which interacted significantly
with the pre score and resulted’in nopsignificant age main effects in the S$B.
analyses, was significant at the .05 level in all four PSI analyses. The
parameters in the model for age suggested that the older children gained
more on the PSI. This is in agreement with the univariate analyses with
adjusted PSI scores. - It is interesting that age adds explanatory power to
the model even when pre score and regional information are included in the
model, because both pre score and region are associated with age. Of course,
other differences between young and old children (such as ethnic composirion)
that were not included in the models could account for the finding that ~lder
children gain more on the PSI.

0SCI Class Factor I (Structured Lessons) was significant in all four
analyses. The low groups gained significantly less than the high group.
The adjusted mean difference in gains between low and high was around
three PSI points.
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Table XI1.3

SIGNIFICANT FACTORS IN ANOVAS WITH RAW GAINS ON PSI

“Model ) R
Number Factors Significant at .05 Level

1 Region, Pre Scere, Age and OSéI Class Factor I

2 Fegion, Pre Score and Age / g

3 Region, Pre Score anc Age
4 Region, Pre Score, Age and OSCI Teacher Factor IV

v . .
5 Region, Pre Score and OSCI Class Factor I, and (Sex by 0SCI
Class Factor I Interaction) .

6 Region, and Pre Score
o 7 Region, ond Pre Score
8 Region, and Pre Score

9 Region, Pre Score, OSCI Class Factor I

10 Region, and Pre Score
11 Region, and Pre Score
12 Region, and Pre Score
13 Region, Pre Score, Pre-Post Interval, OSCI Clas; Factof I and

(f re-Post Interval by OSCI Class Factor I Interaction)

14 Region, Pre Score and Pre-Post Interval

15 Region, Pre Score, Pre-Post Interval, OSCI Teacher Factor II
and (Pre-Post Interval by OSCI Teacher Factor I1I Interaction)

16 Region, Pre Score, Pre-Post Interval and OSCI Teacher
Factor IV
) .

N
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OSCI Class Facior VI (Ianghaoe and Discrimination), which was highly
significant in explaining SB gains, was nonqipn1f1cant in all four PSI
analvses. ) ! v/

OSCT Teacher Factor IV ((reative lnstruction - Small Group) was signifi-
cant for two analyses, marginally significant for ong analysis, and rnon-—
significant for the remaining analysis. The analysis which was not
significant did not consider age in the model. The three significant
analyses indicated that the children exposed to -the high level of this .
factor gained significantly less than those children exposed to the low
and middle levels of this factor. These results are coasistent with the
SB findings in that the highest gains for SB were at the middle level and '
the lowest gains at the high level. It is clear that relatively high
emphasis on creative instruction activities is-associated with lower gains
on both the PSI and Stanford-Binet, OSCI Teacher Factor II (Structured !
Lessons) only showed up as sigrificant when the length of the pre-post
interval was considered in the analysis. 1In that one instance, the
largest gains occurred at the high level of Teacher' Structured Lessons.

™

The length of the pre/post testing interval was significant in all four
models where this effect was included. Children under the long interval
gained 2 or 3 more PSI points than children under the short interval when
adjusting for the other main and interaction effects. Although the
interval length had a significant impact for both the ynivariate and
multivariate analyses, it is difficult to interpret this interval as an
exposure measure,

On the PSI, examinations of the significant interactions showed that
females gained more than males under a high level of Class Structured
Lessons than would be expected on the basis of the main effeets for sex,
0SCI-C-I and other main and interaction ef fects (model 5). A high level
of this factor combined with a medium pre-post testing interval produced
less gain than would be expected (model 13). Finally, a short pre /post
testing interval combined with a high level of Teacher Structured Lessons,
and a long interval combined with a jow level of this same factor (model 15),
produced more gain than would be expected on the basis of the main and other
interaction effects.

3. MP_ANOVA _ ’

The signifiéént main effects and interactionz [or the 16 MP models
are shéwn in Table XI.4. The Motivation Problem scale analyses indicated
no significant main effects for the four OSCI factors. Region was signifi-
cant in all but three of the 16 MP analyses. Children in the North and
South improved more-on MP than children in the Midwest and West, Children
who had a long pre/post interval improved the most on MP. SES and Age had
no significant main effects; however, in model 4 age interacts with 0SCI
Teac.aey Factor IV. Sex had a significant main effect in only one of the
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Table XI.4

SIGNIFICANT FACTORS IN ANOVAS WITH RAW CAINS ON MP

U .
Model
Number Factors Signific: 't at .05 Level

1 Region and Pre Score

2 R%Eion and Pte Score

. 3 Region and Pre Score B B

4 Region, Pre Score and,(Ag;‘5§ 0SCI Teacher Factor IV Interactjon)

5' Region ana PréiSQHre

'

b Region, Pre Score, and Sex

7 Region aad Pre Sccre : g

8 Region and Pre Score i

9 Region and Pre Score

10 Region, ané Pre Score

11 Region and Pre Score

12 Regio,t and Pre Score

13 Pre Score, Pre Post Interval, and (Pre Post Interval by Pre

Score Interaction) R
14 Region, Pre Scorw Pre-Post Interval, ard (Pre-Post Intetv;l by
OSCI Class Factor VI Interaction)
15 Pre Score and (Pre-Post Interval by Pre Score Interaction)
16 Pre Score, Pfe—ﬁost Interval arnd (Pre~Posi Interval by Pre

Score Ir-eraction)

—
N
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four analyses and consequently will net be discussed further. . As expected,
pte score was sifnificant in all 16 analyses. The children with orne or more
problems on the pre measure showed improvement while those children with
no problems showed an, increase in problems. Jhis was probably artifactual
in that a child with no problems could not "improve," but could onlv remain
problem-free (no gain) or show problems. There were no pre MP scofe by
0SCI, SEE by  OSCI, or sex by 0SCI interactions. Age interacted significantly
only with 0S£I Teacher Factor 1V (Creative Instruction); oldef children
showed a greater decrease in MP than did youager .children under ‘a high level
s - 'Teacher Lreative Instruction (model 4) . The remaining interactions were .

8t interpretabie.

B. Regression Analyses-

. The previous analyses involved the consideration of four 0SCI Class
and Teacher Factors singly, in ‘conjunction with child variables (e.g., age)
and control variahles (e.g., region).: In.thF,presenf'section, all 12 0sC1
factors are considered jointly with the pre score in predicting gain scores’
for six of the seven 1968-69 outcome measures. (The AH-WPPSI was omitted.)
The original OSCI factor score distribitions were used in these analyses.
The multiple regression model was used to regress raw gains on the 12 0SCI
Factor scores and the appropriate pre-score. The weights are for each of the
12 95CI .factor scores and the'appropriate pre-score. A particular regres-—
sion weight indicates ‘the effect &f that variable adjusted for the effects
or influences of the remaining variables. The magnitude and sign of these
weights can be considerably different than what would be obtained if gain
-was regressed on each 0SCL Factor separately, because the relationships of
"the independent variables with one another as w2ll as with the dependent
variable are considered in determining multiple regression weights.

. 1. $B Gain (Table XI.5)

In the’SB gain analyses, four OSCI scores had regression weiyhts
significant at the .01 level and three more OSCI scores had :egression weights
significant at the .05 level. The pre score for SB was statistically signi-
ficant at the .01 level. The two most significant positive regression
weights were for Class Verbal Communicet ion and Class Language and Discrimina-
cion. It should be noted that the Class Language and Discrimination factor was
highly significant in the previous SB ANOVA. Class Structured Lessons had a

?
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. Table XI.5

MULTIPLE REGRESSION WEIGHTS FOR OSCI FACTOR SCORES WITH
SB GAIN AS BEPENDENT VARIABLE

|

Independent Variables

. Multiple Regression Weights

Significant at .01 level

SB Pre Score -, 305 %
0OSCI Class Factors. ' " e

I. Structured Lessons ~1.92%

II. Group Activitdes and Routines | - .56

I11. Social~-Emotional Interaction 1.00%*

" IV. Verbal Communication . 1.58%%

V. Instruction in Creative Arts ~2.07%%

VI. Language and Discrimination . C1.94%%
0SCI Teacher Factors

I. Social-Emotional Interaction =2,02%% o

1I. Structured Lessons 1.43%

III Art Activities - .10

IV. Creative Instruction ~ Small Group +63

V. Routines .71

VI. . Receptive Learning - 293
Constant 32.47

2

R .190 for pre score alone '

R? = .252 for full model co

* Significant at .05 level

* %

I
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negative regression weight, while Teacher Structured Lessons had a positive-
weight! The Class factor scores seeQed to be more predictive than the-
Teacher factors for §B gains. The R” for the 12 0SCI scores and pre-SB

® was .252 while the R for the pre--SB alone was .190. &“ﬁs the correlation
of the predicted gaing derived from the multiple regression model with the
observed gains, and R~ indicates the proportion of gain score variation
that is expiained by the !ddependeat variables. The OSCI scores added
significant information to,the-pre-SB score in predicting SB gain scoies.
Although an increment in R” of only .062 is ‘relatively small, it should
be noted that there is considerable measurement error in all independent
and dependent variables and that only a_simple linear regression model
was used to expiain the variatign in the SB gains. )

2. PSI Gain (Table XI.6)

.

The.%%gression analysis of PSI gain on the 12 0SCI Fact. r Scores
and pre-PSI score yielded significant regression weights for fonly the pre-PSl
score and Class Structured Lessons. These findings were in agrecment with the
previdgs PSI ANOVAs where Class Structured Le3sons had the largest impact
on PSI gains for the four OSCI factors consideréd. . The regression weight
was pusitive indicating a tendency for PSI gains’ to increase as emphasis
on Class Structured Lessons increases. This same conclusion was also
drawn from the univariate PSI adjusted gains analysis. The OSCI class
and program factors were not as predictive of PSI gains as they were of
SB gains. These regression analyses support previous findings where SB
o and PST were differentially affected by 0SCI Class and Teacher factors.

* The regression {@ights are presented in Table XI.6. e '

?

3. Motivation Problem Scale Gain
\ a )
In the analysis of mog;vation gains, only Class SocialhEmoﬁional
Interaction ahd Class Verbal Communication had regression weights significant.
:at the .05 level. The weights were +.19 and -.19, respectively. These " S
two factors were not considered in the previous motivation gain ANOVA ' -
where the four OSCI factors that were considered turned out to he insigqifiéaat.
The %2 for the full model was .466 while the RZ for the pre score alone was
.443. - The regression weights indicétg that classes with relatively low
interactions of an emotggnal nature and high interactions of a verbal
level tended to have larger decreases in motivational problems. Class
observations were'more predictive of change than teacher observations. |

- . v

4. Behavior Problem Scale Gains’

‘There was no significant cdntriautiqn of the OSCI scores <in
predicting behav}or Problem gains. The R~ for the pre score alone was
.419 while the R” for the full model was only .430.

)
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Table XI.6

MULTIPLE REGRESSION WEIGHTS FOR OSCI FACTOR SCORES WITH
PSI GAIN AS DEPENDENT VARIABLE

Independent Variables

Multiple Regression Weights

)

kel )

P51 Pre Score -, 31%%
OSCI Class Factors “

I. Structurea Lessons . 1.50%

II. Group Activities and Routines .34

I11. Social-Emotional Interaction ~.46

IV. Verbal Communication ) .01

V. Instruction in Creative Arts .16

VI. Language and Discrimination ~-.74
)SCI Teacher Factors -

I. Social-Emotional Interaction .71

II. Structured Lessons ~-.30

III. .Art Activities : a4

IV. Creative Instruction — Small Group -.09

V.. Routines .40

VI. Receptive Learning .31
Constant 20.00

Rz.f :214 for pre score alone

2 .. v Y . . rd

~R® = .25§for full podel

N B B : ' -

.k ‘Y‘S{gn§{icaét at .05 level _ ‘ )
**  Significant at .0l level
v 2 . o

v
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5. Feelings of Inadequacy (FI) Gain (Table XI.7)

Of the three scales from the Inventory ¢f Factors Affecting the
Stantord-Binet, the Feelings of Inadequacy gains wegre most predictable from
the USCI factoE scores given the pre score. The R~ for pre score alone was

.477 and the R~ for the full model was .531. The most significant variables

in the regression were Class Social-Emotional Interaction and Class Verbal
Communication. '

Uther regression weights significant at the .05 level were for Class
Iastruction in Creative Arts, Class Language and Discrimination, and Teacher
Routines, Tue profile of regression weights is similar to the profile of
regression weights for the Motivatioa Scale.

6. Gumpgookies Gain

Cd

The Gumpgookies analysis yielded two regression weights significant
at the .05 level. The two regression weights were for Class Verbal
Communication and Instruction in Creative Arts with weights o0f,-1.02 and

-.69, respectively. The R";for pre alone was .187 while the R° for the
full model was .216.

C.  Summary :

The ANUVAs discussed in this chapter supported the previous unlvarlate
results amd further substantiated the univariate findings that program
-factors were more important than child background factors in explaining
gain. There was little evidence of any important interactions between
child background and progrgm variables: in explaining gains.

When the OSCI factors were considered joinely, they were more predictive
of SB gains than one would '‘suspect from examining the results from the pre-
" " ceding univariate OSCI anaLxses and ANOVAs. The SB g!&n multiple regression

’ analyses resulted in more significant regression weights than the, parallel
analyses for the remaining outcome variables_ These regression analyses must
, he 1nt91nr9t9d .cautiously since they are hased upon a.linear model and we
have seen pteviously that maay relatlonshlps between the OSEI factors and
- the outcdmes are nonlinear. They do, however, give us a rough indication of
. the relative ptedictability of ‘the various outcome ‘gains and the relative
. influerice of teacher-based versus class-based obsgervations.
‘ The univariate adjusted gain analyses, ANOVAs, ard multiple regression
analyses all indicated .that class emphasis on language, and discrimination
fearning (0SCI-C-VI) was consisten.ly and positively related to SB gains;
but not to PSI gains. On the other hand, these same threa sets of analysis
1ndtcated that emphasis on Class Structured Lessons (OSCI-C-1) was conslstently
and positively related to PSI gains, but not-to 'SB gains. These findings
indicate that different program strategies are necessary to enhance different
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Table XI.7

MULTIPLE REGRESSION WEIGHTS FOR OSCI FACTOR SCORES WITH
FI GAIN AS DEPENDENT VARIABLE

Independent Variables Multiple Regression Weights

Feelings of Inadequacy Pre Score -.81%*

0SCI Class Factors

1. Structured Lessons .03
II. Group Activities and Routines -.08
I1I., Social-Emotional Inteiaction ’ L13%x%
IV. Verbal Communciation - 17%%
V. Instruction in Creative Arts -.09%
V1., Language and Discrimination . 12%

0SCI Teacher Factors -

I, Social-Emotional Interaction -.11

II, Structured Lessons .02

II1I. Art Activities _ -.02 ‘

IV. Creative Instruction - Small Group -.06 °

V. Routines’ -.11

VI. Receptive Learning -.02
Constant .29

Rz = ,477 for pre score alone

R2 = ,531 for full model

* Significant at .05 level

**%  Significant at .01 level



198

cognitive skills. Although the PSI and SB pre scores are moderately cor-
related, gains on these variables are differentially related to the various
0SCI Class and Teacher Factors. These data indicate that in order to simul-
taneously enhance the development of a large number of cognitive and non-
cognitive skills, effective program strategies must consider incorpoxating

a large number of well-implemented program components.
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CHAPTER VII

SUMMARY AND IMPORTANT FINDINGS

The Head Start data reported here are for 1967-68 (FY68) and 1968-69
(FY69), the first fully operational years for the nine-to-twelve month
programs, o

This is a report on one aspect of project Head Start: some
characteristics of children, their families and the programs they
attended, and the relationship of these experiences to their development.
There are no control groups of children who have not attended Head
Start: the comparison is of development in different kinds of Head
Start programs.

The present report is to a certain extent a national statement of
accountability on some aspects of the immediate impact of the 1967-68
and 1968-69 Head Start programs. It is also part of an on=-going
effort begun in 1968-69 and now scheduled for completion in 1974,
to find out what kind of classroom experiences can best contribute to
the attainment of Head Start's objectives for the psychological development
of children from low-income families.

The evaluation data reported here are intermediate stages in this
evaluation. 1In 1967-68, naturally occurring Head Start variations were
sampled; in 1968-69, about one~third of the classes were ''regular" Head
Start programs and two-thirds were experimental programs. There were
1889 and 1989 children on which some data were available for the 1967-68
and 1968-69 analyses, respectively. :

For 1968-69, child-family and teacher-program information was
collected through the use of 24 forms, questionnaires or test instruments.
In 1967-€8 the collection of child-family and teacher-program information
was less extensive, but still represented a good sampling of relevant
measures, -

For both 1967-68 and 1968-69, child measures such as the Binet were
collected both pre and post. Family measures were alsc collected pre
and post while certain teacher and program factors were measured through-
out the duration of the program. Ty

Two broad classes of variables were identified: outcome variables
(whose pre scores in some analyses also served as predictor variables) and
explanatory variables. For all analyses, the individual child was the focuys. .

The data suggested that even within the OEO Guidelines, differences
in life circumstanceshassociated with family economic status are also
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associated with the child's performance on measures of cognitive development
and achievement upon entering a Head Start program.

Children who performed most poorly on the cognitive and noncognitive
measures were from (1) homes where families are rankéd in the lowest
SES; (2) where mothers are not working or not locking for work; (3) where
parents (mothers) have low aspirations and expectations for their children
an¢ are pessimistic about life; (4) where parents are relatively inaccessible
to their children and spend little time in matters such as reading to
their children; and (5) where the nature of disciplinary interaction is
cnaracterized by severe punishment and little reward. Children who had
the greater amount of previous Head Start experience had the higher Binet
pre scores.

As age increased, achievement motivation (Gumpgookies) increased
and adjustment problems (MP, EP, and FI) decreased, confirming the
expectation that with an increase in age, children's motivation to
achieve increases and motivational and personality factors such as
impulsivity and lack of confidence as a problem solver give way to more
mature, task-oriented behaviors.

The 0SCI fartors were more confounded with pre scores in 1968-69 than
in 1967-68. In general, the 'natural" variation data of 1967-68 were less
confounded than the 'plaaned" variation data of 1968-69. However, emphasis
in this report was on the 1968-69 data rather than the 1967-68 data because
(1) more measures existed for 19686-69, (2} more program variation was
present in the data base, and (3) programs had a greater chance of being
well implemented in 1968-69 than in 1967-68.

Analyses of the outcome measures indicated significant overall gains
¢a cegnitive development (Binet), preacademic readiness (Pre School Inventory),
ability to learn a new task (Animal House Test of the Wechsler Pre School and
Primary Scele of Intelligence), and achievement motivation (Gumpgookies)
greater than expected at usual maturational rates. Adjustment to the
testing situation increased slightiy but not substantially, which .may he
due to the initially good adjustment shown by many children.

In comparison with data from other studies, the average Binet gains
are greater than those reported in other studies for coatrol children
and similar to those associated with "motivational enhancement' and
"traditional" prog.ams. Some Head Start programs on the average were
doing little to enhance development as measured by Binet gains while

“others were as effective as the most effective experimental programs.

There were also indications that gains were highest for those children
with no previous experience, but that there ig also additional improvement
for those children with previous Head Start experience.

These data are consistent with the interpretation that most of the -
Binet gains ascribed to Head Start (and traditional programs) are
probably due to changes in the child's readiness to perform, his task
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oricentation, desire to please the adult tester, and sense of confidence

in his abilities rather than to basic increments in his cognitive abilitv.
In some classes where extremely high gains have been found, the gains are

likely to include in addition to motivational effects, true changes in the
child's store of information, readiness, and cognitive ability.

Gains were greatest for children from extremely impoverished back-
grounds, and for children new to the .program. Child sex and age were not
related to gains, nor were parental characteristics such as aspirations,
expectations, and child-rearing practices. In general, child and
family background characteristigs were not related to gains.

Except for age, teacher demopraphic variables were not related to
the outcome measures for either 1967-68 or 1968-69. The cognitive
measures tended Lo be more susceptible to program variation, as measured
by the 0SCI, than the noncognitive measures. The relationships of the
cognitive outcomes with the OSCI supported the hypothesis that higher
cognitive gains were associated with programs having a high proportion
of time spent on language, arithmetic and "structured" activities. The
Binet results followed the PSI and AH-WPPSI patterns for raw gains but
not for gains adjusted for the pre score. The -3 adjustment scales
(Motivation Problems, Behavior Problems, and Feelings of Inadequacy) and
the Gumpgookies were less sensitive to program variation than were the

cognitive measures. One reason for their being less sensitive is that
the inherent nature of these scales (ceiling effects) makes them less
Susceptible to change. These scales were rather short and highly skewed
and indicated that most children had few problems initially. However,
there was a tendency for the Behavior Probiem scale to follow the
AH-WPPSI and PSI patterns of relating to program and teacher factors.

These findings support the notion that programs do make a difference
and the high structured, focused,. and well-implemented compensatory
programs can bring about greater immediate cognitive gains than low
structured, diffuse, and less well implemented programs .

The findings in this study were based upon univariate relationships
of one explanatory variable with either raw or adjusted gain scores.
Unbalanced analyses of variance and regression analyses were run where
a number of explanatory variables could be considered jointly so that
the main effects of the program, child and family variables on the Stanford
Binet, Pre School Inventory, and Motivation Problem Scale could be
adjusted for the influence of other confounding factors. This also permitted
the estimations of interactions between program factors as measured by
the O0SCI and child background factors such as sex, age, pre score and
» Socioeconomic level. The child-family and program variables selected for
these analyses were either significant in the univariate analyses or
were hypothesized to interact with other factors.
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For the Binet, SES and age did not have significant main effects, but
age did interact significantly with pre score. Older children with higher
SB pre scores gained more than would be expected on the basis of age, pre
score level, and other main and interaction e¢ffects. Children in the North
and South tended to have higher gains and, of course, pre Binet scores
(categorized into 3 levels) had a significant main effect. The length of the
pre—-post interval also had a significant main effect in three out of four
analyses. However, it is difficult to interpret the pre/post- testing interval
as 4 measure oI program exposure since in some instances the pre test was
given 2 or 3 months eafter the child was first exposed to the program.

Children at the lowest level of Class Structured Lessons gained the
least on the SB. On the other hand, childrea exposed to the highest level
of Class Language and Discrimination Learning had significantly higher SB
gains. Middle emphasis in Teacher- Creative Instruction - Small Group resulted
in significantly higher Binet gains. Program variation as measured by the
0SCI contributed significantly more in explaining SB gains than child vari-
ables, and there were virtually no interactions between child and program
factors.

For the PSI, pre score and region had significant main effects.

Citildren in the South and West had the largest gains on the PSI. SES

was insignificant. Age, which was not significant in the IQ analyses,

was significant in all four PSI ANOVAs. In agreement with the univariate’
analyses, older children gained more on the PSI. Children exposed to
‘the high level of Class Structured Lessons did significantly better

than children exposed to the low level of this factor. ~Like the Binet
analyses children exposed to & high level. of Teacher Creative Instruction
gained the least on the PSI. Again, similar to the Binet, children under
the long pre-post interval exhibited the highest PSI gains. There was
some tendency for both sex and length of pre-post interval to interact
significantly with both Class and Teacher Structured Lessons. However,
thése interactions are difficult to interpret. ' The Motivation Problems (MP)
Scale was the least sensitive of the three gain measures considered in

the unbalanced analyses of variance. In general, the results of the
ANOVAs agreed with the univariate analyses in respect to OSCI (Class und
Teacher effects.

The univariate adjusted gain analyses, ANOVAs, and multiple regression
~.analyses indicated a consistent and strong positiveﬂtelationship of SB gains
with Class Language and Discrimination Learning while ro significant rela-
thDShlp was - found for the PSI.’ On the other hand, children exposed to a
high 1 vel of Class Structured Lessons gained more on the PSI and gained

less on the SB. The effects of the program and teacher factors were fairly
uniform for~different sub population of children as indicated by the rela=
tively qmall number of interactions between program factors and child-family
hackground factdrs

This report disélpsed that there was substantial variation in cognitive,
gains among classes in ‘the E & R samnples for the two years. More important,
this report demonstrated Qgt a 51gn1flcant amount of this variation could:

[: l(:be predicted from class and “teacher-based observatlons in a conceptually

\
meanlngful wav AN

.\\\

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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