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Erkki AhO, Director General

The continuous remodelling of -:the educational plans

requires school research, by ),!hich is 'meant:

- basic research-in social sciences (pedagoy-, psychology,

sociology) closely related to the improvement.of the

school system

- applied research in these fields

school experimentation and

-. further research and.analysis associated with the

improvementof'the school,

ThiS:research should be closer associated with the improvement

activities directed at the remodelling of the educational

plans. However, this presupposes a more eplicit planning

of the improvement of the public edueatioh. At this instance

the principles :and emphases, on which the improvement activities

in each case are based, must be clearly stated. .0nly such

planning allowS the directing of school research into the

areas where the need-for new knowledge is greatest.

The weakness of the ::chool research carried. out by the

National Board of Education has :been the imperfect

utilization of the research and eJperiments along with the

necessary official communication. To remove this obstacle

this bulletin has been started; it will be an-essentri-al part

of the more extensive renewal, of the official communication

carried out by the National Board of EducatiOn. (7.-)
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Vuokko isohella; -Yrjo Mnnisto

'Educational research in Finland

1. General principles of educational research

Research is an essential part Of the development: of education.

Educational research cannot, however, be the research.

into the problems of the school only, and the phenomena arising

within the school. Society as a whole should be regarded as the

general_ framework for educational research. Until recently,

the knowledge acquired by means of research has rather slowly

influenced the changes have been made_in the spcial

structure.

In .tak] g-up new .lines for educatiOnal..esearch policy. and in

its further development; attention' should be given to how the

most effective cooperation between educational research and

decision- making could.be..achieved.

As regard:3' finding the focuses for the research activities, it

is evident that 'if objectives, contents and methods'wiILbe

the objects of research, there is no reason to concentrate all

research activities in one of these only, but it should be kept

in mind that, these three objectives compose a unity and are.

closely interrelated. This conception should form the baCkground

whicheVer of the three 'alternatives will 'be chosen as the research

object.

As the problems of emphasis are discusSed, it may be natural to

take the study of cognitive qualifications as the starting point

being of central importance. Emphasi;ting this alternative would

be of twofold advantage. It is evident that it would bring forth

research connected.ith the problems of social premises, and the

conditions of motivation. If some other alternative were empha-

sized, similar -associations would probably not be brought about

as-naturally. And on the other hand, implementation of this

particular emphasis, priority would most closely connect the

now discussed field with the previously .discussed problemS of

"objectives - contents -- methods."



2. Research organi7,ation

Research promoting educational Planning in Finland has been

almost entirely concentrated in a central national institute;

i.e. the Institute for Educational Research. The institute is
also responsible for the information on research results. The

Institute for Educational Research was established in 1957

to act as an independent unit under the central administration

of the University of Jyvtiskyld. The Institute is the largest

of its kind in the Nordic' countries, and the number of person-

nel amounts.to almost a hundred.

The Institute for Educational Research concentrates in research-

benefiting the development of. education'that has been organized
according to the above mentioned outlines for research policy.

Educational research is carried out also in the departments.

of universities and higher education institutions. Part of
this research is financed and supervised by the Research and
Development - Bureau at the National Board of Education.

3. The Research and Development Bureau at the National Board of
Education

One of the tasks of the Research and Development Bureau is to

develop and supervise the pedagogical experimentation and

research concerning primary, comprehensive, secondary' or the like

schools. Development' is primarily financed by means of the annual

allowances reserved for pedagogical research and development in

the State budget.

The development activities in 1973 have been focused on the

following points:.

1. Common and general fields (a system of describing the object-

ives, differentiation, integration, development of.teaching

material, evaluation; development of the activities in the

school as-a communaljnstitution.

2. Pre-school (further 'development of the curricula).

3. The comprehensive school (development of the curricula, pre-
. liminary instruction, complementary teaching, development of



in the united grade, activities An the upper

section of the comprehensive school , deve.l.opment of indivi--

dual study subjects).

4. Special education

5. Senior Secondary school (Gymnasium).

The Research and DevelOpMenI Bureau is continuously surveying

the field of school research . The Bureau proposes new research

fields to the in?,titutions on the basis of the above presented

arguments. The researchers take a standpoint to the proposals

and prepare specified research plans. The Research and Develop-

ment Bureau ones not .::Ec-ry out independent research activities

It plans and coordinates the research activities financed by the

National Board of Education.

Special attention is given to the practical application of the

results of educational research, to popularization of knowledge

acquired by naans of research, and to information on research

results. Therefore the Research and Development Bureau has prd-

duced a system of 1.111.1zatio, the central part of which is

the so-called producion group. The production group searches

for the groups of research objects, informs them on the research

in f.uestion and, if' necessary, directs /the. research acti-

vities.It also organizes seminars for researchers who are

occupied with the same problems. After. the research plan has

been carried through, the production group draws. up recommenda-

tions on practical measures for implementation and organizes a

following system.

4. Information. on research projects

Information on the current research projects and on the projects--

that have been carried through is delivered in the series Tie-

donantoja k:bulututkiriUksesta, published by the Research and

DevelOpment Bureau at the National Board of Education.. It is

also issued in English under the title Information Bulletin.

Research reports and abstracts aro published in a series'of

research reports by the 'Research and Development Bureau.



Research'.reports are -Published also by the Department of
. -

formation and Documentation at the Institute for Educational.

Research 197:5:;.-the number of these publications -will amount

to almost "M.. InforMation:111 also be improved at the inter-

natiOnal TheHInstitute for Educational Research intends

to launcho6t a new series-of-publications preSentingabstracts

of the research reports in English The Institute for Educa-

tional Research is..-publishing the 110th annual volume --of the

periodical Kasvatus (Education)..The departments -at univeristies

and at institutions of higher education publish-thei'r.own report.'

series.

Institutes, of Edueation;--in =",FinIand

1. Institute of Education University of Helsinki

'address: ,Fabianinkatu 28

00100 He]. ink 10, Finland

2Institute of Education, University. of Joensuu

Tulliportinkatu 1 a

80100 Joensuu 10

3. Institute of Special Education', University of Jyvaskyla:

Seminaprinkatu 15

:40100 Jyvaskyld 10

4. Institute of Education, University or JyvalskT]4

Semipaarinkata 15

40100 jyildskyl 10

5. Institute for,Educational Reseach University:of Jyviskyla

Seminaarinkatu 15,

40100 Jyvasky14

6. Institute Of Education, UniVerSity of 'Oulu

Kasaminkatu 4

90100 Oulru.

7. Institute of EdUcation, -ibo,-Akademi

Tardberggatan 1 a

20700 'Alpo 70



Educatio n, University- Tampere

Kalevntie-. 4

3 5100-T2.1mpere.10

Institute of Education, University of

Hameenkatu 6 A

33100 Tampere:10

10 -Institute of Education, . University of Turku

LmminkdisenkatU 1

20520 'Tur*U 52

T am pe r



.Anna-TAisa Sysiharju

After Junior Secondary in

Senior:Secendary ResearchSummary'
the:Finland'Of 1960' , The Finnish

the educational careerS.Pre ject 1964-71'.:

Bac3kground and pureee of Lytle udy-

The:Finnish-.S84dr.Secndary. Research-. Project -196471- is

A broad longitudinal. SLudy on .the-encpunter betl,:,eer a cohort'.

of yodth and he actual Finnish edUcatial. system and society,.

The research project_ Originated-from a iterifSeandinavian

initiative, arecomMendation by fyhe .inter -governmental Cultural

Commission that:'parallelJonffitudinal studies ShoUld .be started..

in several Countries in order: to-,thro. light o the selection

of pupils to the .senior secondary (CrmnaSium) level of the

school. syStems. As a consequence , similar-projects. were started

during the mid-slxties-in Sweden (Fedagegisk-psyologisa

institutionen, 1,Krarhgsolan 1 Stocholm, later- continued at

the University of Timed: Hens yssCn And Ujung, in Norway

(University of Oslo: Sandven, and in-Denmark (Social-

forskningsinstituttet: Hansen.

9':11 these-four Scandinavian projects developed independently:

ac'.20rding-to-the actual problets 'and.needs- of their- respective-

-countries,- even if there have been close .contacts and even some

joint puhlieatios were. produed..They were

and financed -separately. To the,Finn.i_sh project direct

financingcame throUgh-a committee .appointed bythe Ministry

of Education,-.HAie investigator herseiX workedfor-tha-tost

part of the period _as a-research. assistat of the state Research

CounciIfor Social Sciences .and the 'actual worn was perforted

at the Institute of Education, -Unl,versity of FIelsirki.

The originally limited_ purpose of the study as Ouring.. the

flow of years elAaged to -an.. attempt of getting a zeneral-

picture of the :Careers and personal.experiences.of

group of Jubior'Secondary.leavers ).he immediately follewing

period of their this information. was gathered

about the real impact of the school System and of the society
.

on individuals in theiyr late teens. Special interest has

given to thecarpers of youth with.differiesocial.background.

and,se



Several articles,and shorter ..studies have been publishe'd on

the project-: -.port 'fnarks the'ena of the work Of the fiancing

committee. It focuses '.)cl the:description of the longitudinally

observed educational-careers of differenc individual,.on the

relationsnips-betwean these careers and such, characteristics

that observable at the beginning of the atud,y in the Junior

Secondary leavers-,-and finally, on the relations between different

.educational careers and teh observed placement in -work, education--

and family at the end of the .-:tUdy period.

For technical reasons the report it divided.into five

successive numbe-rs (12)-127/1972Yof the publication series..

The ten chapters" of the report are found in the following volumes:

T Ihtroduation': the origin and development of
the project

II. The background and character of the study
the---Ibcation-:in time and- place
The main features of the educational career's
during years
What kind of yOuth cere the junior Secondary
leavers?
What were the, school eperiences and' the
thoughts on Senior, SeCOndary of the Junior
Secondary leavers?

VI. Which Junior Secondary: leaverstranSferred
immediately to Senior Seeondary?

VII. The educational careers in' the Seniar
Secondary

VIII. Who transferred to Vocational. schools?
IX. Where Were the JUniOr Secondary leaVers

six ::years later?
Discussion on the educational careers

vol 123/1972

- vrl (2

vo3'-.2123/1972

vol..124/1972

vol.124/1972-

- vol'. 125 /1972

- voi.126/1972
- vol.126/1972

vol .127/1972
vol.127/1972

Tn the report results are presented mainly as simple cress:7'.

tabujat.ionS; which permit.further analysis and interpretation

arld offer a,baSisfor practical-considerations in School planning

and reform.

Subjects and methods of the study.

The Finnish Senior Secondary BesearChProject 1964771..Was

carried out at .a time when the last large age groups of the

post-,War period were confronted a still unchanged traditional

system of secondary School.The Junior Secondary COnSiSting.,Of
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five grades, was entered at t-ne average age of eleven after four

years In the obli-gatory primary school, the transfer to the

Senior Secondary waF practically opcn for those Ala-had finished

the Junior'Secoruary with approved marks.. The SerLor Secondary

consisted cr three grades, !a.s only slightly differentiated and

ended a centrally administered matriculation examination

which gaveeligabili7y for university studies.

The sample comprised 1 45 Junior Secondary leavers came

from 13 secondary schools in nine different localities, town and

country communities ir. southern, northern and eastern Finland.

Most descriptive characteristicS of the group coincide well

with the corresponding averages for the total country and its

schools.

As the research project starte0 in the school year 1964-65,

the 15-17 year old Junior Secondary leavers belonged mainly to

the age groups born In 1949 and 1948. In spite of the fact that

the secondary'scnool had not been able to receive all formally

qualified applicants, the Junior Secondary leavers represented

40 % of their age groups.

During their final grade at the Junior Secondary in 1964/65

the 1 435 original subjects were given several questionnaires

dealing with their school e.periences, future plans and background

data. In additiOn, data on.present and. previous, school achievements,

ability test results as well as free essays on motives and

espectations were collected..

In the Finnish Senior. Secondary Research Project a great

effort was made to collect continuous information from all the

original subjects through all the seven school years from 1964/65

to 1970/71 regardless of where a person transferred within the

educational system or at which, time he left this system. For the

most part the obser,.rations cover over 90 r of the total sample

and even the last questionnaire mailed in 1970/71 was ansered

by about 80 % of them. In addition, material has been collected

from about 800 other Finnish senior secondary school pupils who

for some time studied-simnitaneously in the same schools.



Devclopmam Cdueltioni rrlreorr. ontrancc upan auult roles.

The orilna1 eehort :d Junior ::erenaa leaver -Is very

differentiate6 in rard or their subseque educational ,!areers.

5F ;!, of thc subjects 'corresponds 1,6 or the total

ace group tr,nsferred to the enior (7,eondary. of

them, hoevoc. lawnedistely rd 6 fter :. en:iinr an dditiJnal

year in the last :Trade. Co the r,t,';10:. hand, 11 of the junior

Secondary leavers or 1r of these havin enrolled in the :3enlor

Secoaiary in'.:orrupted their' studies.

Those who stved on in the Senior :Scondar;;, used dIfferent

amounts of time to their tui. olthouj,h the nenior Secondary

should normally be finished in three sch(:;e1 ye:us. This normal

peed was used on1:1 by ;5 of rho original rchort OP tv,44

of those. ho had enr,Aled in the r.enior eeendacY. of

Senior Secondary tudents had beiayce their szudies by one

additional :/c.r. 7 by to ion A rd ';';') had 71 delay of

three years or more. In rive ,schOel years after the Junior

Secondary, than, 4(, 5 of the original group or dO % or' those who

had entered Senio.P Te(',T)n.iar;/ thus had taken the final matriculation

e;,amination and qualified f.cxmally for.university studies. This

corresponds rouF'.11y to L of the total age groups

Both the delays arid dropouts in the Senior Secondary should

partly. be regarded as consequences er the rather open, entrance fro

Junior to F::enir Seeondary. On the other hand, both phenomena seem

to have also deliberate and non-conitiye sides.

In the seventh school yea aftt:r the start of the research

project, 197c/71,. a questionnail'e was mailed to all the original

subjects asxing about their present situation. Of the total

original cohort of Junior Secordary leavers, now 2125. year:::

o id, 41 were employed, only 30 %, hoever). in a way they

considered as more or less permanent. 44 were full-time

students in the educational system and 15 % either abroad, in

compulsory military service or at home. 22 ',76 of the cohort

was married and an additional 2,5 %considered marriage probable

in thenear_future.

Between those who had taken the matriculation examination

and those who did not continue in or dropped, out of the Senior
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Secondary there was a remarkable difference in the speed of

assuming such adult roles as permanent employment or marriage.

When only 19 % of the former were employed and only 7 5 of them

considered permanent, 65 % of the latter were employed and 55 %

in a permanent way. 66 % of those with a matriculation examination

were still within the educational system (only +5 %, however, a .

university studies, to which entrance in highly restricted), but

only 22 % of those without a matriculation ed:amination. On the

other hand 56 of the latter group but only 12 % of the former had

already finished some kind of vocational education. Only 10 %

of the group with a. matriculation examination ,qere malied and

65 % had definite plans of delayin ft, ,Thile 35 % of those who

did not continue in or dropped out of the Senior Secondary were

married and only 40 7{-, oefinitely wanted to delay it. Different

educational careers were thus connected with different time .

perspectives and differet relations to some important aspects

of the adult role.

4. Relations between the characteristics of the Junior Secondary

leaver's and their recruitment to different -educational careers.

The different educational careers obviously were partly formed

by events occurring in the years after the Junior Secondary. These

are not discussed in this report, which concentrates on the

relations between characteristics observed already in the Junior

Secondary and the subsequent recruitment to different educational

careers.

. As the original subjects at the beginning of the last grade

in the Junior Secondary were interviewed about their plans and

motives, a great part of them here still undecided. A majority

of them entered later the Senior Secondary, on the other hand

a majority of those who did no continue or dropped out of

the Senior Secondary school were much more definite in their

aims.

The reasons given for entering the Senior Secondary only seldom

expressed a definite interest in theoretical studies as such.

The most common motives were instrumental about getting along



better ir life fnd attinj an opportunity to delay vocational

choices. On the other hand the mest common motives for not

entering or rompLottn o Senior Secondary had more direct

connections ,Ith the .:11aracteri2tics of the cchoel and educa-

tional sysAem s mach: wlci not succee,:: in my studies T do

not like school anti stur.:1e2 - long tudies oven after [3!rior

Secondary lould be necss:.,..ry.

The recruitment of different persons to different educational

careers was investigated according to their age, se. ability

test performance, prevlouc: school career and achievement, personal

school experiences, motivational background to own educational

decisions, home background, peer interaction and general attitudes

and goals.

The performance on aLility tests had remarkably little

association with the transfer ornon-tranfer to the Senior-

-Secondary. The relation \a.:3 somewhat stronger to the interruptions

or delays of the studies, but still rather weak. The associations

of the-eduoational career ith the rrevious Junior Secondary

career and achievement were much clearer,- but not decisive..

The Finnish Senior Secondary school has got international

attention by.havingmore girls than boys passing the matriculation.

This majority has, however, been created already at the earlier

levels so that among the Junior Secondary leavers slightly more

of the boys than of the girls transferred to the Senior Secondary.

As, however, the interruptions and delays were somewhat more

frequent for the boys than for the girls, the resulting educational

careers in the end were rather similar for the both, sexes. The

motives, plans and attitudes of the boys- and girls, however,

differend more. and thus the differences in subsequent life

careers were already antic ipatee. Although slightly younger in

age, the girls entered adult- roles in bctn employment and marriage

much earlier than the boys.-

As for home backplound, the social factors had a clear,.

although not decisive,. relation especially to the entrance.'upon

Senior Secondary. 89 % of. -those coming from the highest social

background made this choice, for the lOwest-groups the Tigures
.

were correspondingly % (unskilled ',4orkers) and 35 %

farmers). The study delays and interruptions were, hoever, most.-



frequent in the social middle groups and in toon environment.s

Among those ',41.o did not enter or complete the Senioi.' C)econdary

again, vocational :studies were especially taken up by the Iiildren

of farmersond workers no by youth e:oming from a country.

environment.

Clearly, ho%!ever, tb haracteristics most :losoly connected

ith the reeruitment to dLfferent educational careers seemed to be

located in the motivation:31 an6 attitudinal field, although

intertwined ;t!ith previous school career, age, and social

background. Hero especially the relation to the time perspective,

willinpmess to accept delays in entering upon adult roles and

tolerance and ac(:eptane of the role of a pupil in school. had

the gratest eight. 'this opens certain important questions for

the school as an institution.


