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ABSTRACT

This report presents the evaluative outcomes of a day
care program currently in operation in the School District of
Philadelphia. Descriptions of the instructional objectives and
program are included in the report. Subjects for the evaluation
included three separate samples, categorized by the school grade of
the subjects at the present time. Sample I included 750 first graders
with at least two years of Get Set Day Care experience, and 440
classmates with no such experience. In Sample 1II there were 1,225
second graders in the treatment group and 663 controls, and Sample
III consisted of 618 treatment third graders and 391 controls. First
and second graders were tested with the Metropolitan Achievement
Tests, Primary I and II. The Iowa Test of Basic Skills was used with
the third grade. Analysis of results indicated that for Samples I and
I1I, the children with two years of Get Set experienc: scored
significantly higher than the control group children. There was no
significant difference between Get Set and control children's scores
for third graders. Discussion emphasizes the need for more detailed
follow-up study. (DP)
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) fhis report presents the cvaltation oulcomes of thae Get Het Pay
Care Program currcenlly operating in the Sciwel District of rhiladelphia.
S This report provides an overview ot the major instructional) prograr oa.s.
) 1t also outlincs the contents of the instructionsd program Lhal are de-

siogned Lo reach these qoals,

History of the problem

zconomically and socially deprived children have been found to he
deficient in lanjuage dovnlopﬁnnL, matheratics skill, social responsiveness,
self-esteem, motivation, and socisl maLuriLyl. vhile the exacl manner in
vhich cognitive and affective variailes combine in the educative process,
Lohavioral scicence has found that developmental, psyc! ological, and socjal
conditions do account for much of the deprived child's Jailing in the carly
grades of schooling. The theoretical orientation of this study maintains
that language and cognition are important varialles r the education ot
cconomically and culturally disadvantaged ptcacheol child.

powell (1970), studying languaqge arts, mathematics, and social
adjustment skills of the children in the rhiladelpaia Get Set Day Carce Proaram,
found significant differences between the repeatcd measures of the children
in the Get Sct Day Care Program. He used the Preschool Tnventory. Studying
the bhehavior of Get 3ct Day Care children in kindergarten proyrams, he found
that their level of classroom disturbance, impatience, disrespect-defiance,
unchangeable behavior was higher than thc norms scores for their age group.
He uged the Devercux Elementary School Behavior Rating Scale.

powell (1971), making a longitudinal study of Get Set Dbay Care
children in the first grade, found that in the arcas of launguage arts,
mathematics, and in social adjustment there was a significant difference
between the children with previous Get Set Day Care and those from the same
G;g& origin with no previous Get Set Day Care experience. He used the Metropolitan
Achievement Test and the Devereux Elementary School Behavior Rating Scale.

Powell (1972), studying the relationship between test scores of
Get Set children on the Preschool Inventory and the Devereux Elementary
School Behavior Ratings found that scoring 80% or better on the Preschool
5. Inventory showed lesser amounts of deviant behavior or a more generic term
{nﬁﬁ of behavior factors.
s
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<“m3 pPowell (1973), making a longitudinal study of Get Set Day Care

wze#* children in the kindergarten program, found that in the_ areas of reading and
» mathematics, there was & significant difference bhetween the children with
\Ji} previous Get Set Day Care experience and the children with no previous Get
gg i Set Day Care ecxperience. He also found that the children with Get Set Day

lplatt, Burton and Garfunkel, Frank; Fducating Intelligence: Determinants
of School Behavior of Disadvantaged Children, Exceptional Children,601-608.
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Care axperience sceored signilicantly egual to 411 of Lhe childron in th
philadelphis school nistricl, e osed the Stanford Larly School Achievement
Teal (LESAT T,

Ohjectivey

To situdy all of the children with previous Cet fiet hay Core
experionce from the sume origin in grades first, sccond and third.

Method
Program

There are approximaltely 200 teachers and 300 lcacher aides in the
program. oOnly about 100 tcachers have had formal training in early childhood
education, and little of that training has been recent. Workshops have been
developed to compensale {or such inadeg-acy of training. Language Arts,
mathematics, and social adjustments skills weré the primary concerns in the
inservice trainine program. Other topics stressed are music, science,
creative arts, and child development. '

Health programs scervices are provided to minimize existing medical
and dental problems and promote hetter health through immunizations, health
education for the children and their parents.

A nutrition program is based on the idea that "every Get Set program
must have a sound nutritional component to develop more fully the physical
resources cach child will bring to the learning process." This service is
realized as provisions for breakfast, a mid-morning snack, and a luncheon
meal. ‘The program also provides courses on nutrition for the parents.

The social serxrvices component concentrates on a wide range of
concerns (e.y., attendance, health, family recruitment, and follow-up). The
responsibility of the social services component are (a) stimulating parent
involvement, (b) collaborating with other agencies as~needed, and (c) helping
in making each Get Set Center a childhood and family developmental center.

The stimulation of parental involvement (a; providing a liaison between the
child development center and the communit?, (b) assisting in all phases of
planning for the parent program, (c) coordinating the activities of parents

in the daily program in the classroom, (d) encouraging policy-making decisions,
and (e) following through to assure the ﬁérents‘ needs are being met.

Psychological -services are also provided through (a) consultation
with staff concerning needs for diagnostic evaluation of individual children,
(b)Y arrangement and follow-up of evaluation, (c) consultation with teachers
and aides concerning diagnosed needs of individual children, (d) consultation
with parents concerning needs for specific referral to special—égencies, and
(e) consultation with staff in planning, evaluating, and improving program
oEérations, including curriculum development and se.vices to children and
families.

Specific Hypotheses

It was hypothesized that the Get Set Day Care children with two
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yeurs ol gaeviows Cot Set Dey Care epperienos vould porforn bottar b e
ehildren With po praVious dot Tel DEY Coare opper fetee dn Lhe First, seeend,
vl thivrd gradeg.

Bany o1 the proecuding objeet ives derive directldy fron the rationale
1hat al) edowesty i @ ehildd®s cawivomvent IRFIBCBe i (l.we, the sichool,
fanildy, neiavborhood, and compity). Thage ebjoetives form the basis for
the cospreteicive progran whileh Las bovn cstablizheds. Thin progran consiste
of parent pieticipition sciivities, fnstrvetionsl innovation, eompunity-
contired stratanies, and the continved ropefits o the Get Pebt Progran whieh
neludes wealth and nutritional advice, peydiologiecal and wocial guidance,
hot lunches, eoalier elausus, oid & four-hour school day.

fub lecl
Sapple one - Plrse Grade

ganple one used a6 a trestoont arvip involved V850 clilldren with
o years of previous Gel ot Doy Cire expericnee and 440 children were used
ag the control group with no previous Get set pay Cars expueriuvnce.

Sanple two - Sveond Grade

in sapple Wwo there were 1,225 children uged as the trealment group
who had previous Cet Set Pay Care expericnee. Tiwe were 663 children with no
previous Get Set Day Care experience vho wre used in the control group.

Sample three - Third Grade

in ganple Lhree there were 618 children with previous Get Seot
children with previous Get Sct ay Cuare experionce who wore used as the treat-
mont aroup and 391 chlldren with no provious Gel Set Day Care cexpericnce who
were used as the control group. The tests woere adminisntered by cach classroom
teacher and machine scored.

Ingtrurents
The Metropolitan Achicvement Tests Primary I and primary II were
uscd in the first and second grades respoectively. Each test was divided in
five parts:
1. word knowledgo
2. wWord analyuis
3. Reading
a. Sentences
b. Stories
4. Spolling
5. HMathematics
a. Computation
b. Concepts
c. DProblem solving

Fach part has heen found to be one of the best predictors of success
in the school. -

.

The Iowa Test of Basic $kills was used with the thirxd gzade.. The
test has five parts:
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1. Vocabulary lestl = a mingle test dagiuncd to measure the
pupil's knowludge of the meaning of words.

2, Reoding Comprehension Test -~ a single Lest which is designed
to meagnre Lhe pupil's undergtending ot sc lections verying in leugth from a
few sentences to a full paqe,

3. lanquaae Tests - four seuaratu tests are designed to measure
the skills in gpellina, capitalization, punctuation, and usadge. ‘The basic
item employed in all four tests may be drseribed as the "find-the-crror"
type.

4. Work-study Skillg - three scparate tests designed to teasure
skills in map rcading. reading graphs and tables, alphabetizing, use of an
index, use of the dictionary and similar materials.

5. Arithmetic Tests - two separate tests designed to measure
skills in understanding the number systecmm, arithmetic terms and operations,
and problem solving,

The Towa Test of Basic Skills has been found to be one of the
best predictors of success in school.

Procedure

Each child's cumulative record was reviewed by the researcher to
determine if ecach child had at least two years previous Gel Set Day Care
expcrlence, no previous Get Set pay Care cxperience, or no prcv1ous nursery °
experience. Only those children with two years of previous Get Set Day Care
experience were used in the treatment group. Those children with no previous
Get Set Day Care experience or nursery experience were used in the control
group.

Results

Table 1 indicated that the children with two years of previous
Get Set Day Care experience scored significantly higher than the children
with no previous Get Set Day Care experience. A t-test revealed that the data
was significant for reading and mathematics in the first grade.

Table 2 indicated that the children with two years of previous Get
Set Day Care experience scored significantly higher than the children with no
previous Get Set Day Care experience. 24 t-test revealed that the data was
significant for reading and mathematics in the second grade.

Table 3 indicated that there was no significance between the children
with previous Get Set Day Care experience and the children with no previous
Get Set Day Care experience. A t-test revealed no significant difference.

Table 4 indicated that the National Percentile Rank of the median
and the two groups (the treatment and control group) showed no significant
difference in reading. It also indicated that there was a significance
between the National Percentile Rank of the median and the two groups in
mathematics,
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Discuss lon

The study indicated that Get Set hay Care experience promote the
¢hild's ability to learn in the school environment, particularly in the
arcas of readinn and mathematics., The Lthird grade shownd that there was
no significance between the scores of the children with Get Set bay Care
experionce and the children with no previous (el Set Dhay Care expericnce.
The national percentile rank of the median and the two aroups showed that
there was no gianificont difference ketween the gqroups in the area of reaeding
and a siqnifigant diftoyrence in mathematics.

Implication

There was no follow-up study of the children with previous Cet Set
pay Care experience presently in the third grade and no contact had been made
with their teachers. The data suggests that a more detailed study be made
cach year of the children with previous Gel Set Day Care experience through
the fourth grade. Other factors such as social adjustment, the home, class-
room observation and facilities be studied in order Lo determine the prohkable
causation factors. It also indicated that a more dctailed follow-up study
be made of the articulation between Get Set bay Care and the Philadelphia
School District of children ages three to nine.

-Conclusion

The data indicated that the children can and are learning. The
Towa Test of Basic Skills should be studied in terms of its validity along
with the present course of study. It suggests that the third grade classes
be monitoked and close contact be made with the third grade teachers.
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