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ABSTRACT

This paper contains the arqument that the major focus
of social learning must be on the development of people who value a
variety of cultural and subcultural life styles. Four major concerns
confront the classroom teacher or curriculum developer: (1) valuing
cultural diversity in the classroom, (2) organizing curriculumn
processes to encourage the development of diverse talents, (3)
creating materials and activities for actualizing those diverse
cultural talents, and (4) initiating teacher-adult behavior patterns
in the classroom that model the significance of accepting and
appreciating cultural diversity for children. Several activities are
described which foster appreciation of differences. (DP)
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TEAGHING CHILDREN ARQUT CULTURAL DIFFERENCES:

PROCESS . MATERYAL, ACTIVITY, AND BEUAVIOR

Dovmalae H. Lindbarg
Kevia J. Swuick
Departmant of Blemancary Educativn
Southern Illincis University -
Carbgudale, Iilinois

A maitor focus of social learninz jo this age of iadividuvalism must be on
the development of people who value and charish a variety of cultural and sub-
cultural 1ife gtylee. This concept of cuistural pluralism encempasses more than
ractal tolexrar.s, although that, indeed, is a2 parc of &Lt, Lt must extend beyond
legal mapevvers to forga Ilmproved tvaatmen: of minorities a?rhough thas, too, 18
a part of ft. Whot's wore, it must include an understanding and accsptance of
nzw volee 2y women., ¢hildren, and men. Indeed, ghe concept of cultural plural-
ism encempuxs:n the more constructive aspects of actually valulng a community of
people for esach fedividual's unique and common contribaulfions to 1ifs.

Yot in the process of developing z pluralistic cit:.zenvy, one mugt also
provida a basis for people to rationally preserve - while changing ~ their
continuity with the past as a framework for bullding a better futurs A major

thread rﬂavi g through American History is the continual evolvement of cultural
; a gource of constant social venewal. Each new “cultural group' net

only adds a nsw dimension to secial iife, buL creates sn wnvivonment where the

nrpulace must re-dizcover the valus of diversity and unsty as part.and parcel

of demweratic Living. :

Once characterizsd 3 a weliing pol, our nation is now in the prncess
of assuming the role of preser ving pot. No longer a fludgling i{n search of a
common fdentify, we can now afford te recognize and value diversity within,

diversity az a desirable char cteli stic, as an enriching attribute of our scciaky.
it thep becomes our task, as sducoters, to assist children to understanding,
accepting, and valuing those culturally different from themselves.

[)3

In this perspsciive four major concerns confroni ths classroom teacher,
eurricidun ﬂeveloper” and concerned professional or lay pareen: {1) valuing
culturzl diversity {n the classroom, {2} vrganizing curviculum procs#sses for
encouraging the development of diverse talents in the classcoom, (3) creating
materials and activities for actuaiizing those diverse cultural talents,
and {43 initfating teacher - adult hahavionr patterns in the classroom that wmodel
the sigpificance of accepting and appreclating cultural diversity for children.

This paper examines all Ffour components, giviag an overview of ths value
of cultural diversity as the basg for all curriculum development, presgnting
some idess on curriculum processes for actualizing the cultural talents of
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irdividual children, desoribiyg smue achivitiez and mateorisls helpful in
Implezenting cuiturally diverase ilusiruction, and mggesting seme teachar
behaviors helpful in {mplasentivg a aotone, diverse clapsrcom enviromment.

Cultural, Dlversity aa Currleudim Base. The myricd of cultural geoups
that gether within any claseroom Jorm a base {or should form & vase) for life
consieat and soclist lasraiazz. The diversity of talents, Life atyles, and walue
crispteticons of fhe ¢hillren can »rovide the Initiative and thrmust for tle
develsmuent of lnproved attitudes sud behaviorg towerd culturally different
propl 23,  The diffecant skiile and talents of the elildren, if utilized os
L Aouee ol conhent, 4p »hiidren to visuclize the vnique contribvution
each marson can mere o Llle. Lihevize, the vericus 1ife styles 1o the
CoAgEIoon cen ts3iat in enetliing ehlildren awd Seacher to study the lapgiege
priterng, dress maode:z, sating lebits, likes snd dislikes, =21d a variely of
othier very fnooriant conmerns that oveste *he base for sbudyiug cultuer
diveraity. In the sasme respect, the differcent values children hHold and nct
cun slgo previde the chaaeo Lor studyiag cultwrel diverolthy. I spproceihed
very sengtructively avd wonitivelyr, whe cuiturel skille, Jife styles, and
valies of the 4if erent ohildren in the elagsroo: can provide initial beginnings
for studying culiuvral dliference,

>

Carrieulim Process Jop Stadyiog Coltursld -fereace. o order to
affec Ively tumplenast a drogram of exploring the value of cultursl diverpity
within & claassrocu :XItL.g it le neceasery to cepanlze certain curriculon
procernes Ho alfqotvale hr opperiunity to aﬂcomhaﬂsn Hhe task. Sueh
arreg ements as sodledidueliaed pludy Bcﬁtingq, pesr group learaing teams,
grall group discussion s rﬂﬁ@E'LL 2, tesm & aihiJg avproaches, and
tnber-grade lowvel orzaplioatiorudl recternz cen stionlate and encourage the
shuady of cultural AldTercnces. A rizid cwerieulum exrsngsment will atiflc
Lhe dagires and iurnvesﬂﬁ of the whhguAGn In sxploring cultural diversivy
within the sohocl sehting. These progesses are aentlonwd bscanse withoul
::'wiﬁam and 5ni;v;awai;ue aettings the following activilies and maimrials
will tove YLittle wlfeet on the shildren Iz laproving their atiliudes tuwvard
gulturally different p=ople.

Matericla and Activitles tor Tescnlng Duiltural Difference. There arz
mEnY meteriels sod sctivities that san be wLilized for te&ching children
aboul culturel diiferance. Tus Tollowing deﬁ*riptions and examples are
not &xhaustive but suggestive for inltiel ways to begin sueh an lnstructional
wragran.  Hetice that each aots y ic qelfadevexapmenta& and involving
Lhe ﬁhildran cod teachers in expicring the life content of ths cultural
diversity withir end oui of the immedinte classroom-schoul-community setting.

DAY I8 DONB

Tmy In Done is a clmssroom leveioped lesrning meduie Lhat children put
Sogeti.ov Lo depict the weays in sulceh neople behaved zpd belleved in different
cultural aad netisusl settings. The suiivity involwed the children In
gelecting pilctures from diffzrent megezines which ghowed people in iife
conterts. The ¢hlidren dipcussed the pletwres and rescted to the pilctures

via lenguage experience sotivities. Later the children put the pletures

to music, “‘nu*ﬂg narmouy in the musical movesent that can be overlayed cu elld
caltural shyles
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THE CIRCLE CAMJS

Lesrning whout the 1ifz ecycle of man and o hey speciws can be moat
meanin:ful when ke chidrazmoare invelved in the proces: of creatinz perts
of the cyele. The Circle Game modul: was aiso developed and put together by
youns <hildren. It ir a record of ibeir cycie of life Auring the school
year. % Is recorded on 3lides nud plsced to a musical zcore. Later it 1s
related t¢ the largey cvale of Jife and o the sub-gycles which man and other
members of the spacles ar2 s part of, providing s basis Zor intarmction.

IT'3 A SMALL WORILD

B prinery grede activilty fer introduving childrsn to diverse peoples
wno have common needs, unigue Interests, and diastinet talents Lo share with
thels fellow maa, this activitiy involves cbhildren in ohserving pictures of
various pesule while liatoning to the record It a Smal. Viorid., Langusge
sxperficate avtivities and Jdremetle ectivities can be devoloped from this
experience, "

1

s

y &

THE COMMON MAN

A soncise little zxercise in obscrving a boocklet wnich depicta the
conmen concsrnay of aan, tais acbivity slso opens up aveaves for the child %o
see the injustices snd iuenuities of wariant groups of pecple. Value
eizxifleaticn discussinps and projeota cen evolve fron ihis aetivity.

FALTLY TREES

o

The history of zelf s ths take-o'? point for examining the history of
other femily tresza, Taodeed,; chillren emn discoer sc mach sboud culturzl
differences by expisining their backgrounds end 1ife stylen of different
fenilies. fach an acvwivity not only fnvolves children in currcut plurslistic
studien, tut 1% helps tnem to gain 2 historieal perspective on why pecple liva
the wav Lhey do and how verlous groups of pesple heve deveiapeszémily 1ife
styles.

SIUDY KITS: CULTURAL DIFFERENCES.

Irvdividual stovdy kits which focus op the exploration of culiurel
differences among peopls £re valusble in helping ckildren gsin personal
Ingighta irto different soaclclogleal group styles ss well ss anthropologilcal.
reasonsg for ihe waye in which differsnt groups ¢f people iive. Kite may be
develoned that deel with bhe feelings of diffsrent pwople, self-concept development
of diffevent peoples, and Infumatlon oun procedures for developing inter-
cvltural end Intra-mitaral understandings.

BODY SFELLING

Providing & tactile, total involvemant in spelling, as well ss coopera-
tlve planning and exting, body =speliling is both fun aad an opmortunity for
group interaction. Suall groups selest words, then determine ways to spell
then viguelly, isiny thelr badies to form the inltividual letters in the word.



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

DIGCOVERY ACTIVITINS

Jse activities that children must work on from "out of the dark"

hing.s you don't flnd angwers t¢ 1n s book. This uncourages children to
counsuit one ancother, and L1t dcesn't give the verbal, intellectusl child
wlth excellent resdinp eills such an edge over the child who lacks such
skili=, thag lesdlng &o wore cooperation in order ti engage in problem-
solving. Such thinrs sz nystery po ders, myshery boxesz, or mystery liquids
might provide the vehlel:z %o inftiate dkscov~r3 activities. duch 1nter-
ecilon rasults when chilidren cocoperats to solve a mystery.

Mh

An suloblogrephy, writbten or dravn, perhaps cut-and-pasted, can prove
Lo be a venlele to gelf- and other-understanding. Children {end teocher:
nake tooks about themsmlves, sharing with ore arother what and who they are,
Include a few pages for rour friepnds to draw s pletwre of you, to list
adjectives that deseribe you. IYusrlude a page for "all the goed things about
me,” "all the thiogs T can do,” and "things I really dig!"” Used eurly irn
the yesr. develcpad over = period of time, such beoks would show the change
snd grovih of the individual throughout the school ypar, enable the Leacher
to learn muck sbout studmats ear)y in the vear, and h2lp the coniliren o
g2t acguainsed socon.

us

A tuldlietin osré aboat US - the «lass. (% might begin with baby pictures,
with plctuyes of ws cut froa cataloesn, with pictures we drav. It could
inciude eborles and poens about and by ws. Tahz bullevin bourd becomes one
bilg panorans of the class a3 tudy see Lhemzelveyp, and in the process each
lesrns gbout the olher.

KLLL

Thig activity can lesd %o futeresting discusszions and value clsrificaticon,
with an empheciz on the dagirable facets of cooperation, the insecurity of
suspicion. twrall groups it o cilrcles on the floor. IEach person dravs
a 8iip of paper. /n X is on one slip of paper in eachk circlie (approximatasly
ten peoplej. Theh persc: becomes the killer. Of course, only he knows
he's the kKiller. ile hes as his oblective the nurder of each person in the
cirele. He kills with a wink. “ther players become detsetives and sttempt
to "ecatok" the nurderer. Wnen the kilier winks si a person, they remain
uprighs for s few S?LPQ(%, Lhen drop over "deed." VWhen a player catches the
kilier winking et & pleyer (not - himgelf - he'd be deed!), he may accuse
the killer. If he is correect, the game ends. If he is incorrect, then
he is "dezd" and drops out of the gama.

As you might expect, KAll onkes the players feei very Insecurz. Your
task iz to fateh the liller, yei i you're not ¢ reful, you'll be killed
yourself., That's dangerous! O course, the safest thing to do would be to
Just 8% end iocok down av the floor -- only you and {he killer would be left,
=ventually, and then you could zeccuse with safety. However, your task is wa
rateh ilm and prevent further Fillings.



Ask children how they felt while playirg. Did they trust the other
people in the circle? From this recounting of emotions while playing the
geme, extrapolate to hov it feels to be in any group when you're 'different”
or afraid, when you're threatened.

I'M HUNGRY

For this activity you uszed Jzlly beanu, paper, snd scarves of soft
material, Place a mwnber of jelly besns on two sheets of paper, each at
opposiie ends of the rogwe. Use construction paper, or color & border sround
the paper If this i3 to be a group activity, since each palr of children will
have to be eble to ldentify threir papers at each end of the room. Tie
parcness together loosely about tha2 neck with soft materisl that won't bind.
Tie Jn such a way that they cannot possible become choked in the activity.
Partners mey not sbeak to one another from this point on, and they must
begin the sctivity from tioe center of the raom. The obJective is to eat sl1
the Jelly beans from thelyr papers. This s an sctivity that teaches cooneration
{or the results from non-cooperation) directly. Discussion following may
be used for value cilarificetion.

FLELD EXPERIENCES

Field trips %o differentplaczss of interest are beconing more common
in public achools, yet ocur moat valusble resource - each other - ie rarely
explored via field setiinzs. Develop places for young children to visit end
for penple 10 exchanze culturel informatlon. A school exchenge program,
femlly exchangs programs, and obher cross-cultural experlences are becoming
more important and should be extended to ell schcols as a part of thelir
curricnlum for individuality.

PARENT-CENTERED HOME LEARHING ACTIVITIES

Activities that can be designed with the home ag an extension bage for
furthering cultural plurelilsw are most effective because they relate
primery and seccndsry soclalizing institutions to a commor goal. Home
Learning Kits are most ef?active initlators of this conQOpt Such kits cen
be mutuelly developed by parents and teachers.

TRUST

Tweachers and children, children and children must %rust one enother,
One way to build trust end responsibility, while st the same time providing
immedinte feedback te the child in the 2lassroom, is to provide for wmany
opportunities for the child %o evaluate himself, thus practicing honesgty -
and reaponsibility. A welcome off-ghoot of this type of activity is a lessening
of teacher paper work.

INDIVIDUALIZATION

I individuals are important, then individuals, not classes, must be
taught. Provision must be made for individual differences.

Bail
Wi e
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Indf{vidaalised fost uetioa practice kits gen be an eftective tool

for meating the naends and talents. of sach child. KRits in specific
areas of study kike social atudies, language arts, and other areas
provide a8 variety of learning avenuea for the child.

RELEVANC. THROUGH MUSIC

The uwge of auwsic purreatly popular can make jzaruing acgtivities
relevant o khe young pevson in tha classroom. Movies, sllides,
transparenciza, wnd books ¢an be corzelated with music go provide
b6 secting for coclal lerznimgs «wd walues clarificaion,

Summary. Tv: uss of & variety of activicies and meterials in
lhe classsrocom genoerate emittusiasm for scheol, cooperatien and
communicailon among studentn, and piovides more than ome avenue for
ivarning, thus mmabling the feactey te peet individusl needs and provide
for individval differemess. The flret step toward luproving the
attitudes of children toward the sulturally different is to make
opportunity for culiurally different children to know cne another,; to
work together toward commop goals. From the resulting knowledge about
cone anoth&r can grow underacanding and acceptance. Actlvities and
medie whieh foster children's undersvanding and ascceptance of those
eulterally different from themselves should be sn iategrated part of
every school'g curticulum.



