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RESEARCH ON CHILDREN'S 3ERVICE3 It LIBRARIES,
An Annotated Bibliography
by
Merion VanOrsdak; Gallivan
Coqsultant to Communi%y Libraries

Buffalo & Erie County Public Library

The Children's 3ervices Division (C3D) of the American
Library Association in June 1971 expanded its Develonment

Committee's scope of responsibility to include research as

well as develooment and assigned this Research- & Development

Comnittee the duty of recohmehding for study topics of
concern in the field of children's services in libraries.
The following bibliography is a direct result of fhe urgent
need felt by the Committee to determiﬁe the kinds aﬁd types
of research projects already in progress, or completed in the
subject area. Since all committée merbers were practicing
librarians with little experience in research, the decision
was made to undertske a literature search -as_thé first
cdurse of action, in‘qrder to learn the nature of studies
already in progress or finished, before Peéommending other
vitalrareas of'interest._

As members of the CSD'Reseafch and Qevclopment Committee,
the task of performing this literature search Ilell po‘Mrs.
Priscilla loulton, Chairmah,and myself, rs. Moulton very
soon afterwards Lecame toé involved in other professional
duties to céntinue the biobliogranhy, énd I agreed to
pursue it alone. ir. Josh I. Smith of ERIC,'greaﬁly

encouraged me and provided crucial bibliographical
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citatipns from the ERIC computer system on relevant studies,
complete with a monthly uﬁdating’sérvice.

For purposes of.this'bibliography,-reéearch projecté
included are thosé published Irom 1960'through Fall 1972,
sinée most research to be value to today's library situation
must, of necessity, provide up-to-date informatioﬁ based on
recent trends and theories in the profeséion. Studies are
also limiﬁed to those concerned with children, from preschool
to age 1.

In surfeying the available research on childrcn'é services
iﬁ libraries, it soon became evident that school libraries
‘were far more irecuently the ob ject of.reseéfch than public
1ibraries.' Locating relevant studies, however, was a
difficult task, dﬁe to the fact that the subject indexes in

Dissertotion .Abstracts International and ZRIC Research in

Educatidn are totally unsatisfactory in listing information
under specific tonic. Therefore, it is entirely nossible
that impértaht and significant research could have been
overlooked,

Severai useful guidés to research in children's services
have been published, and would be excellent starting
placeé for énydne iuterested in further inquiry into the
subject. An outstanding review of school library research
from 1967 - 1971 was published by Shirley Aaron} Part I
discﬁsses doctoral dissertatinns, and Pazrt II other
selected projects. Aaron's two articles summarize and
‘discuss on-going and completed studies, the objiectives and

- results of each, and the problems involved in research on.

school librarianship. Gaver'§ article comrrning
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"Research on Elementary échool,biﬁrariesl"‘iS'a summary of
projects comnleted or in;prpcess as of 1960, and discusses;
similarly to Schick@, specific ngeds for additional study.
Medvedeval explores present topics under investigation in
the Soviet Union, the resuitSQOf which may have iwmplications
Tor U.S. librarieé. Peggj SullivanS, Pirector ofbthe Anapp
School Libraries Project summariZes-that program!s resge:srch
developments, in her article '"Recent Library Demonstrations
aﬁd Reéearch.“_

‘A dynamic force in the'pursuit of reséarch iﬁ school
‘libraries is the 5 year Knapp School Librafies project begun
in 1963 wiﬁh a $1,130,070 graﬁt fo demonstrate ways
implementation Sf the_natidnal standards for school libraries?
could be used to improve the total educational program in a
school. Statistic;l data on the particular projects
ev1denced decisively the influence ol outstandlng school
llbrarles in stlmulatlng students' interest in read1ng.
feggy $ullivan's final report31 of the project describes
the effectiveness such demonstration facilities have shown,
as.eQaluated by students, parents, teachers, and].ibrariaﬁs.
Thorne 32 and Yarling37 tested students exooéed‘to a hnapp
School Library and each revealed 31gn1flcant imoprovement in
readlng comprehen31on and llbrary sky}ls on the part of

pupils in the sxperimental schools.

a, American Library Associatin.. American Association of
School Librarians. School Library S5tandards Committee.
Standards for 3chool Librsry Programs. Chicago: ALA, 1560.




Mary V. Gaver is another leader in the research and:
evaluation ol school libr :ries. iler book Effectiveness of

13

Centralized ILibrary Service in rmlementary schools~”, describes

the series of questionmires and tests she developed and used
to evaluate the effectiveness of clementary school libraries.
The resulting data revealing a higher level of edﬁcational
achievement among pupils-in schook with school libraries was
an outstanaing. achievement. Gaver aiso analyzes the Patterns

of Develooment in Elementary 3chool Libraries Todayllh to

determil.‘;e' the influence of the Elementary and Secondary
.Education Act grants in the development of media centers in
schoois by 1969.

‘The trend toward establishing Instructional HMaterials
Centers (IHC) or media centers can be seen as the decade of
the 1960'3 progressed; Ahler's6 démonstrated the idea, as

recommended by the 1960 ALA Standards for School Library

- Programs was steadily growing throughout the country by 1968.
Ainsworth§ reve :led that-sﬁudents expoégd to:a Library .
Learning Center definitely :improved in'library'skills alter
va 8ix month period, when compared to a control group.

Krause16

surveyed MNebraska schools in 1967, where no,éghool
possessed a fully equipped INC and only 29% offered a
centraliqu library.

Several studies were made on individual states to
determine whether the 1960 standards weré being met. _Ahlers7
indicated in 1964 that the state of Washington schools fell

far below national standards. ward35 showed similar. results

in Louisana schools. Davisl} using the revised 1969 ALA
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Standards {or Schoel [Medila Proqramsb discovered over 50% of the

school libravies in Baltimore County, Maryland did match the new'ex.panded
_stgndards'for library sefvice. Howevef, of the school in.

several Mid-West states queried by Jensenl6 few, il any, met

the 1969 standards; Heliillenet using the 1960 ALA recommendatioﬁs-
compared ‘the OhiolSChooi librarles in 1963 by both’state»and national
standards. Results disclosed that most eleméntary schools

equalled the state »f 0Ohio minimum'requirements, but none
avproached the national criterion. students in schools with

better libraries scored higher on rexzding comprehenéion aﬁd
“library skills.-In a survey of elementary schools in H
northeastern Oﬁio in 1965, Nehit‘i22 concluded ﬁhat all libraries
queried were below minimum standards and dsage would be
-incfeased only with impfoﬁement in library sefvice. "Library
Survey Project"19 measured libraries in schools for the deaf
against the 1960 ALA criterion, and found all thirty required
greatly expﬁnded library facilities to meet étandards.

Several interesting studies were made on the influence

of libraries in stimﬁlating recreational reading. Powell27
compared students using a classroom library to anobher : b
grade visiting the hﬁblic library once every other wéek. Tpe
pupils exnosed to the classroom library read twice as many
books as the other group, and wers mbre stimulated to use the.

25

public library in addition. - Pfau demonstrated that students

who daily received thirty minutes of recreational reading time

-

b. American Library Association. American Association of
School Librarians and. the uvepartment of Audio-Visual
Instruction. Standards Cor J3chool iedia Prosrams.
Chicago and Wasnl.amton, D.C.: ALA and LisA, 1709
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borrowed significantly more books frém the library. Sirota®’
also revealed that a regularly scheduled oral reading session
by the‘teachér increased the auality and quantity of
voluntarynreading by fifth grade nupils. A summer reading
program was unsuccessful, as described by Erdmann12 because
no professional librarian was present to offer reading
guidance.,

Aﬁother interesting area of study is the efiect of
library service on the disadvantaged child. IMirst grade
children from a low economic community were exnosed to
stofytelling and bopks for a 12 week pefiod, one hour per

" day. As Bailey9 explains, these children gained significantly
vin total language ability. 'The milwaukee Public Sch091823
experimented with expanded library éervice and materials to
extend and enlarge thellearning of disadvantaged students.

. The initial report was very pdéitive, but not comwlete cnough
‘to evaluate., However, tne project was discontinued one
year later and the final report is out-of-print,

The scarcity of research on public library service to
children is very unfortﬁnate. In a period of econonic
cutbacks and taxpayer rerlts, a crying need exists to .
identify, exgmine, and evaluate the »ublic library's roie
in providing library serviceé to children. io doubt lack of
funding available for such research is one major reason few

studies have been undertaken. wnonetheless, now that the

Report of the Commissioner of Education's Committee on

~ Library Develonment® has been published in New_York State

Ce Renort oi the Cormissioner ol isducati-nt's Committee on
Library vevelooment, Albany, N.Y.: he university ol the
State of H.¥., rthe state Education Devartment, 1970.

O
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recommending school libraries.asnumg thenregpdnsibility Tor
all library services to children, it is crﬁciallthat the
pgblic-library measure stﬁtistically thé effectiveness of
its total program for children. L
.One recent and outstanding study, by the Baréss, ﬁeitzel,
and As-":-ociatész’8 is.the‘only research report I found which.
directly relates to the ﬁroblem stated above. ‘'fThe study
evaluated 30 public library reéading and reading-related
.programs, 7 each concerned with the preschool and elementary
school ége child. Here is statistical vefifiqation for thg
first time that children regularly attendﬁng a public library
- ﬁrogram increased significantly in reading interest, in the

"development of verbal and social abilities, and in the desire

‘to learn.
Two other projects studied total publiclibrary service
in an urban area, i.G. Lowell Martin'%uBaltimore deaches vVut

L5

‘and Library Response to Urban Change-

on the Chicago Public .

Library, and included service to childfen’in the comprehensive
report. |

Several research studies have:been concenned:witﬁ .
spec¢ifie nublic library nrograms for children. ‘Goldhor39
theorized that summer_réﬁding club particination would enhance
ghildren's reading skills; but results disclosed. that club_‘
membership was only one factor involved, reading ability in
the spriné being a more accurate predictor & the same ability
in the rall. H:BL.'f_'melr'LLl also studied the effect of the summer
break on reading_ability; Children in the experimental group

who were strongly encouraged to borrow books Ifrom the public

Q L ]
FRIC library during the summer, scored significantly higher in

Text Provided by ERI
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‘retention of information and reading for apnreciation.

L2

Hogenson™", who made a similar study, demonstrated that
a group of 6th grade stﬁdents given individual encourageﬁent
;7 and guidance in book Selection_madé outstanding improvement
in vocabulary and readiﬁg comprehension over the summer. |
In 196, the Less'erh3 survey disclosed that only 163 of
the public libraries in 11 eastern states offered juﬁenile
film pr&grams. .Zieglersl's study revealed creative
dramatics programming in éublié libraries was far less
effective in developing interest in literéture and reading
than storytelling. However, all children's programs vere
' extremely popular ﬁnd well-attended, according to vhe
HoleLoA questiquﬂire%é
Mehsuring juvsnile-use of public iibraries haé been
the subject of thrée'studies. Grundtuo defined adequate
public library service as that offered by'indepondenﬁ nublic
libraries of !lassacnusetts, a premise I cannot agree.with,
since national standafds recognize public library systemsd
as vital to the vrovision of full public library service.
However, his observation that_the.majority of ostrons in
the branch libraries ot B3ostuu vre child-en iso robably valid,.

L7

Parker showed no factors which predicted sdult circulation

in »ublic librariés were significént in anticiéating juvenile.
book borrowing. Library usage was examined by Wildorso
disctosed that although 10% of public library patréns were
of elementary school age, this agevgroup used the nublic

library with greatest frequency, and 95% were satisfied with.

the service provided.

\)H. American Library Association. Hinlmum standaras i'or Public
ERIC Library 3ystems, 1966. Chicago: ALA, 1967. 60p.

A ruiToxt provided by ER
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Two other interesting studies concern public library
service to the disadvantaged. Peilu8 demonstrated that.
first grade children in-low.incomé areaé used the publig

library in direct relation to the mothers use, and

proximity was a definite factor in the amount of usage.

Sx;:ift'sug preliminary vroject to train mothers whose children
attend a Get Set preschool program in the skills of’ storytélling
and communication -displayed very successful results and
hopefully will be continued in a full teaching program.

It is significant that no recent studies are available

on children's librarians in onublic libraries. 3Several research

projects concerned with school library versoni:el, however,

have becn completed since 1960. Fortian demonstrated

that the success of the total library school program 1is
directly related to the librarian's abilities and satisfaction.

Cl .
Darling’l surveyed jnob descrintion of system level school

55

librarianship positions. Runert revealed the inadequacy of
the Pennsylvania practicum program in training school
librarians. Of most value to the profession, though, is

53

the N.E.A. School Library personnel Task Anslysis Survey

whlch identifies and defines all skills necessary in verforming

school library functio_ns, and will assist in establishing
‘

‘certification guidelines for school librarians and media

spvecialists. Iunded by the Knapp Foundation, the survey is
the result of Phase I of_the School Library iiansower Project
begun in 1967,

The results of this bibliogranhic search has revealed

o



"ERIC

S A, T Provided by ERIC

-10-

to the author the severity of the lack of coordinated

research on children's services in libraries. iost studies

~are aimed at one small aspect of the library's total service

program, usually placing.great significance on results
obtained from a véfy small sample groun.,

As can easily be observed from the research cited, the
study and evaluation of both school and public libraries is
definitely recuired, in all phaées of thelr jﬁvenile
library service;‘Perspnnel,‘programming, cooperation between
various tynes of libraries, and efl'ectiveness or service,'
are all of vital concérn to the professibn. Especially of
importance is the value of the service provided; are

libraries reaching their public and meeting the needs?

-3

How can service be improved? what role cen media play
These only a few of the questions librarians should be
answering today. Are we ready and willing to lace these

challenges?



BIBLIOGRAPHIES OF RiSEARCH

l. Aaron, Shirley Louise. "A Review of 3elected Research Studies
in School Librarianshio 1967-1971: Part I." 3chool
Libraries, 21:29-L6, Summer 1972. "part II." School
Media wuarterly, 1l:41-48, Fall 1972. . :

Part I discusses doctoral dissertations on the subject

of School librarianship, published in the years 1967-1971.
Part II reviews selected research projects on the s.me
'subject, other than doctoral dissertations.

2. Gaver, Mary. '"Research on Elementary School -Libraries.":
ALA Bulletin, 56:117-124% rebruasry, 1962.

A survey of research done or in ovrocess on elementary
school libraries, as of 1960. The major conclusion js
that children with access to good school libraries and
staffed with cualified librarians usually read two to
three times as many books and magazines as children
withaut the influence of sehool libraries. Further needs
for research are discussed. '

3. Medvedeva, N. 'Scientific Rescarch on Children's Reading and
Library Work with Children.” UHESCO Bulletin Cor Libraries.
26:203-209, July-August, 1972,

A discussion of research currently being done in. the ¥.,3.3.F

Four subjects .arc under study, f.e.. (1) Children and Young
Adults as actual and potential reaaers, (2) Ways to provide
reading guidance to children, (3) Zvalustion of Children's
book collections, and (L) lieeded organization for serving
"children's library needs. ' '

ly. Schick, Frank.b., John C. Frantz, and starf. "Librarvacience
Research :iieeds.” Journal of :sfducation for Librarisnshin.
3:280-291, Spring, 1963.

An extensive list of research tonics needed in the
. profession, all tywes of libraries are included.

5. Sullivan, Peggy. "Recent Library Demonstrations andvResoarch."
Education, 86:387-391, iiarch, 1966. :

A summary of several on-going and comnleted research
projects conerned with elementary school libraries and the
development of the iKnapp School Libraries Project.
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RESEARCH ON SCHOOL LIBRARIES

6. Ahlers, Eleanor E. znd Perry D, Morrison. "The Materials Center

at the School District Level." Library Trends, 16:416=160, .
April 1968. - -

A qQuestionaire was sent to School District Materials
Supervisors to determine the present status and future
plans of Central riaterials Units within school systems.
Seventy-eight revlies were received, at least one from
every state, from school districts wlth materials centers,
Analysis was made, based on larger and smaller systems,

as to the number and tyne of holdings, whether collections
were lending or rotating, and tynes of services offered

to users. The conclusion drawn is that llaterials .
Centers, as recomnended by the 1960 American Library
Association (ALA)'Standards for School Library Programs"
.are vital and steadily growing. '

7. Ahlers, Eleanor E., "Story of a 3urvey, a Report on Washington
State'!s uuPVey of School Libraries ans Audio-Visual
Programs.”" School Libraries, 13:19-2Y, May, 196l.

A survey to assess the state of Washington's library and
audio-visual programs, and to evaluate in terms of the
ALA 1960 . Standards for School Library Programs , to
determine weaknesses and strengths, and also to gain the
supvort of school officials and the general public.
: Results showed 17% of the elementary schools had no.
3 - school library, 625 lacked a full-time librarian, and the
; : availability of audio-visual materials was exiremely
o inadequate. Average expenditure and number of books
owned per pupil were far below national standard.

8. Ainsworth, Len. "An Objective Measure of the Impact of a Library
Learning Center." School Libraries, 18:33-35, Winter, 1969.

Funded under the Elementary-Secondary Education aict in 1967
as a Title II1I grant, a Demonstration Library. Learning
Center was established at ilaedgen.Elementary 3chool in
Lubbock, Texas as the first fully equipped and stafled
elementary school library in this city with a pooulation or
170,000. The purpose of the study was to determine whether
students in the expanded library would increase their
proficiency in library use. An experimental and control
group were tested on library skills before and six months
after the Library Learning Center was established. Library
skills of the experimental grou»n definiiely showed
improvement.
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Research on School Libraries continued.

9. Bailey, Gertrude larie. "The:Use of a Library Resources
Program for the improvement onf Language Abilities of
Disadvantaged First Grade Pupils of an urban community."
Dissertation Abstracts International, 30:3848-a - 3d49-4,
March, 1970.

The purpose of this stud;y was to determine whether
particivation-in the activities of a. library. resouce
program would imnrove the psycholinguistic abilities of
a group of disadvantaged first grade pupils from an
aurban community. Twenty-five children for the experimental
group and 25 for the control groun were selected rvndomly
from one school in a low-economic urban area. <[wenty-five
first grade childreu rrom more economically favored

- residential areas of the same city were used as a second.
control group. Jelected activities using childran's books

. and story-telling devices were ocrganized to form a library.
xresource program in which the exoerlmental group narticivated
f'e or 12 weeks, 1 hour a day. <Yhe pintner-Cunninghan
Prlmary Ability Test was used to determine the mental ages
of the children in the three grouns, znd the entire battery
of the, Il1linois test of Psycholinguistic spbilities ‘was
admlnlstered individually before and after the exnerimental
period. R Some of .the conclusions were that (1) the Disadvantaged
chlldren 1n the library resouce vnrogram significantly
increased their total language ability, (2) The experimental
group showed “the most significant gains in expressing ideas,
(3) on the t:st of ability to understand spoken words, the
non-disadvantaged groun showed a gain significantly greater
than the other two. groups. Intensive use of children's
books and storytelling are recomiended to improve the
language ability of alsadvantaged cnildren entering first
grade.

10. Bishoo, Martha Dell, "Identlflcatlon of Valuable Learning
Experiences in Centralized-Elementary School Libraries.!
Dissertation Ab tracts, 2l u?07-u208 April, 196L.

Using personal 1nt°rv1ews w1th 397 fifth and sixth grade
pupils in six different schools,wlthln two different systems,
‘the author attemnted to determine“the elements which most
influenced good or bad experiences for children in elementary
school libraries. Results showed that the wmost significant
- determinants in a child's library exneﬁlence were the
Librarian and the library materials, lessor influence
were the acthltles,,atmosnhere, and 1nf1uence of the
other students in the library. "
11. Davis, Lattice Rucker., "Public LZlementary 3chool‘Media Centers
in Baltimore County, Maryland, as compared with 'The
P Standards for 3chool liedia Programs' 1969." Digsertation
; Abstracts International, 32:1540-A, 3ep tember, 1971

i AR it s gt
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Research on School Libraries continued.

A questionaire was sent to 103 elementary . schools in
Baltimore County to determine the quality of service
provided, as compared with the ALA 1969 Standards for
School iiedia Programs. All schools reolied, and more
than 50% met most of the services recommended. ‘the most
frequent lack cited was in the production of supnlementary
material, curriculum planning, dissemination of up-to-
date information, and committee memberships. ‘'he media
programs were understaffed and only 66 of 102.5 media
specialists were certified. Budget and equiopment were
often also below standard.Recommendations made were as
follows: (1) The Baltimore County Board of iiducation increase
budget exmenditures to meet national standards for staff,
equipment, materials, and facilities. (2) In-service.
tralnlng be provided to teach media use. (3) Central
processing of all materials. (4) Larger areas be provided for
media services.in the:schools. (5)iledia centers be operated
like multimedia centers with suitable services, equipment,
. and materials easily available to students and faculty.
(6) The 0ffice of Library Services and the Instructional
Materials staff should have better liaison.

12, Erdmann, Naomi B. "Evaluating a Summer Library Program."
. Elementary inglish, 43:400-401, April, 1966.

To test the value of a summer school library reading
program, the author administered the SRA Achievement Battery,
(Form A), Grade 2-lt to 65 second grade pupils at the end
of school and again the first week of 3eptember. ‘lhe
school library was open several hours a week during June
and July and stalfed by volunteers.. u9 ol .the 65 students
. particinated in the summer reading actlvvty. Of the 49, L9%
gained in reading comprehension,. 10% remained the same, and
uOm showed a loss, comnared to non-particinants of whom
L% improved and 25% lost in reading comprehension ability.
The conclusion drawn is that this summer program was not
effective because professional librarians were not present
to prov1de reading guidance needed if the summer llbrary '
program is to be of significant value.

- 13. Gaver, liary Virginia. 3ffectiveness of Centralized Library
Service in Elementary Schools. z2nd  edition. New RN
Brunswlck, N, J‘ Rutgers, 1963. 26dp. .

In order to evaluate the efl'ectiveness ‘of elementary

school libraries, a geries of tests and guestionaires were
developed. Three types of libraries were included, classroom
collection only, centralized collection only, and school
libraries. - 271 szhools in 13 states replied to the
questionaires. /Analysis of factors such as library skills,
smount and quality of reading, and pupil purnoses and
interests in reading revealed a nlgher educational gain

in schools with school libraries. Implicaticns and
recommendations for further study are included.
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Research on School libraries continued.

14, Gaver, Hary. Fatterns of Develoovment in Elementary 3chool.
Libraries today: a I'lve year renort on ewmerging media
centers. 3rd edition, thcagO' gneyclopedia brlt nnica,

1969. 76p.

"Encyclovedia Britannica established in 1962 a series of
three yearly cash awards to recognize school systems

for outstanding progress in the development of elementary
school libraries. In this five year report on L6 different
systems who were finalists in thne uwards,the author provides’
an analysis of the patterns of develovment of these libraries,
characteristics of the programs, and especiaslly documents

the effectiveness of E3EA grants in bringing the Cinalists
up to high standards. The awards also were designed: to
encourage local citizen participation in planning good
school library service, and encouraging citizens and
educators to work together to achieve this goal.

15.. . ., "Research on iffectiveness of Elementary School
‘ Libraries.”" Library Trends, 13:103-116, July, 1964.

Two control and two exverimental schools in llew Jeraey

were matched by similarity of typnes of servicée, to

test the effectiveness of elementary school libraries,

The main objective was the development of instruments to

evaluate and study the collections, accessibility of
~resources, library-related activities, and reading and

library skills., No results are given, and three imvortant

variables; teacher attitudes, the leadership role of the

principal, and relationship to avallable public library

service were not: included,

16. Jensen, Louis Richard. "Educational Services Prov1ded by
; liedia Centers in Selected Elementary Schools."
) ' Dissertation Abs stracts’ Internttlonal 31:4038-4, February,

; | 1971,

A'questionaire was sent to librarians, te:chers, and
principals of selected elementary schools to determine

the services provided by media and instructional materials
centers in elementary schools ol several mid-iWest states..
Results showed that few,if any, met the 1969 ALA Standards
for School HMedia Centeru, and NEA Department of Audio-
Visual Instruction guidelines. Areas of pgreater strength
were in avaﬂablllty of materials, audio-visual equipment
and services, and personnel. The author recormends

media specialists meet state certification reqguirements
and new elementary schools be planned to include adequate
media center space.
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Research an School Libraries contlnued.

17. Karlin, Robert. "Library-Book Borrowing versus Library- .
Book Reading." Reading 'Peacher, 16 :77-81, November, 1962,

To test whether circulatlon figures are an accurate
record of books actually read,. this study was undertaken,
in April-iMay 1962, to determlne the percei.tage of juvenile
books rend to thonse ehecked out of llbrurles. Children

in a public school and in the Southern Illinois lab school
were asked zbout their books when return: ing them to the
school or public library, as to the numbsr read totally,
partially, or not at all. Results indicated that-in
grades 3 to 6, boys borrowed more books than girls, but
girls flnlshed reading a hlrher percentage of books
vorrowed. The average of 56 of bonks taken out were
read, and those borrowed on free time were more likely

to be read than those taken during @ c¢las3 visit to the
library. Therafore, library circulaticn figures were
concluded not to be an accurste measurement of books
actually read,

; 18. Krause, Carrol Francis. "Elementary School Libraries."
Dissertation Abstracts, 28:2275-4, December,1967.

A survey of school library service offered by 70 elementary
schools in iNebraska, where only twenty were found to have
a centralized librarv. Conclusions drawn are. zs follows:
(1) None of the schools studied possessed a fully develoned
instructional materials center. (2) Adequate snace for an
Instructional Hateriais center (IMC) is not available in
existing elementary schools. (3) Classroom library books are
‘ _ limited to usage only by students in the classroom where

g located. (L) Elementary school libraries tend to be

' established only if in a building separated from the high
school, (S) the trend.is to establish an IMC only if a
new’ school is: belng erected.

; 19, "Library Survey Project: status of School Library Services in
Schools for the Deaf in the United States." American
Annals of the vDeaf, 111: 695-699, November, 1966.

' : . The purpose of this study was to measure libraries in

j schools for the Deaf against the ALA 1960 3t:ndards for

i School ribrary Prozrams. Thirty schools were included in
the survey. itesults demonstrated the great need rfor
improving library services in schools for the Veaf. Only
seven met minimal quantitative and expenditure standards.
"BEighteen schools assigned a staflf member to the library,
and twelve lackec any library staff at all.

20. McCusker; Sister Mary Girolama. '"The A009351b111ty of Books
in Elementary Schools without Libraries."™ Dissertation .
Abstracts, 24.:3761, March, 1964. : T
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Questlonalres were sent to teachers, school district and |
county superintendents, vparents, and students to determine
whether elementary schonls without school libraries in Iowa
were meeting the needs of today's modern teaching program
and its pupils. The average expenditure for books wat
found to be $1.31 per student. Iiost classrooms had less
than 250 books and were totally inadequate in satisfying
children's interests. =Recommendations include the
replacement of classroom libraries by school libraries staffed
- with qualified librarians, the apnointment of a.- 3tate Szhool
Library Sunervisor to develov a progrsm state-wide, and the
cooveration of educational institutions to orevare teachers
and administrators for their responsibility to the school
library function within the educational °ystem.

21, DMcMillen, Ralph Donnelly. ”An analysis of vLibrary Programs snd a
Determination of the Bducational Justification of these
Programs in selected elementary schools of Ohio."
Dissertation Abstracts, 27:330-A~331-A, August, 1966,

A study of selected elementary school library orograms in
Ohio, to determine if the quantitative and qualitative

ALA 1960 3tandards for School Library Prusrcmg were being

met, and if' changes had occurred .from 1957 to 1963 in

response to the opublication of the standards, which in turn
had led to the improvement of academic achievement. Using

the Ohio Form 22, Renort of Elementary Princinal, the author
analyzed the statlstlcs to show that 74 city uchools increased
library book expenditures UL5. 8%, rural and suburban schosls
L0,8%. By 1963 most elementary schools met the state minimum .
of $1.00 per pupil expenditure, but were far below - che ‘
national standard of $L4<6.00 per student. Chly 9. 1% equalled
the ALA standards as to - size of book collection. +he number
of qualified librarians and size of libraries were also
1nadequate. Pupils in schools with better libraries scored
higher in reading comorehension and knowledge and use of
reference materials.The effect.of the 1960 ALA Standards

for 3Scheol Library Programs was concluded to.be of no
consequence.in Ohio.

22, Mehit, George. "Effects of tyne of lerary Service.upon Utilization
of books by 3ixth Grade Pupils in Selected County Elementary
Schools in Northeastern Ohio." Dissertation Abstracts, 27: u95 A-
- L4L96-A, August, 1966.

A survey of Sl elementary school libraries in Northeastern
Ohio to determine types of library service ofTered, and if the
thrse tynes of libraries; classroom, central, and a combination
of both influenced the reading of books by sixth grade students
.in and outside the library. nghteen school 1 ibraries were

discovered to be below standard on collection size and value

of exnenditures. No difference in use was found based on type
of collection, outside resding, or location. ‘he conclusion

is drawn that improved library service is definitely required
to increase usage efiectively. ' '
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‘Research on 3chool Libraries continued.

23, Milwaukee Public Schools, Wisconsin. Division of Curriculum.

and Instruction. "Library Jervices for Elementary

.5chools in Areas of High Concentration of Pupils from

Low Income Families January 31, 1966~ June 17, 1966:
Program Evaluation.'" ESRIC Document 065 151, 1967. 30p.

In order to overcome the educational deficit of children
of low income families provisions were planncd for the
establishment of libraries staff'cd full time with a
librarian-aide in.each of seven elementary schools, having

" a total project enrollment of 5,713. In addition to the

usual printed material the libraries were to have
audiovisual equivment and material for individual student
use in the library. The library was to be oven longer than

" the regular school day. This program was successiully

inaugurated in three of the seven project schools. Punil
response indicates a positive attitude toward the program
although the lack of audiovisual equipment and material

~prevented the full implementation of the program, The

short veriod of operation of the project seriously

limited the ability to obtain reliable data on changes

in pupil and starf behavior. The lack of a control

group is a limitation of the research design which limits
interpretation of the data. However, information was
obtained which will serve gs a base. line for che:.continuing
evaluation of the project during subsequent semesters,

The project was discontinued :n June 1967 and the final
report is out-ot-print. '
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Research on School Libraries continued.

2ly. Oakland Public Schools, California. "An evaluntion Report on
the Multi-iedia Services Project: Sobrante Park School.
Eric Document 046 L5, February, 1 970, 79p.

This research report attempts to nlace the evaluation of the
library services on a quantifiaeble, reproducible basis.
Since the research design was develoved aflter the project
was well undsr .way, no cause~effect inferences can be made. .
" BEach of the Ten chanters covers one phase of the evaluation
design: (1) Librarian's description of the project, (2)
Peacher Evaluati-n of the iledia Center Services, (3) Student
Bvaluation of Media Center Services, (li) Case 3tudies, (5) .
Parent Guestionaire, (6) Visitor Questionaire, (7) Attitudinal-
Behavorial Survey, (8) iciHugh-McParland Reﬂdlng Readiness
Test, (9). 3tanfard Achievement Test, (10) Summary and
Recommendations, Although each chapter contains findings and
specific conclusions, Chapter X presents a coordinated and
generalized conclusion for the whole research project. The
five appendices contain samples of gquestiommadires and survey
Tforms, zlong with tallies of survey responses.:

25

Pfau, Donald W. "Effects of vplanned Recreational Reading Programs."
: Reading ‘leacher, 21:34-39, October, 1967.

A two-year program was established to study the effect of a
planned recreational reading program on children's ruading
interest. A control and an experimental groun were used,
consisting of children from five different soci-econcnic
areas. The exvnerimental group received 30 minutes of :
recreational reading dally. FlndLngs showed the experimental
group borrowed significantly more books from the library.
Their vocabulary was sgignificantly improved, but no
difference in word analysis, spelling aolllty, and

reading comprehension was demonstrated between the two gZroups.

26, Pillon, Nancy Bach. "Role of the Library .in the longraded
Elementary School.™ Dissertation Abstracts International,
" 30:1757-A, liovember, 1969.

It was hypothesized that library service in an ungraded

elementary school would differ significantly from that of a

graded elementary school. Replies to questiomnires uere

received from 29 schools, half with graded, the other

- ungraded classrooms. ~The data revealed that no school met

the 1960 ALA national Standards for 3chool Library Proarams and
. 1little difference in budgets, materials, personnel, or

services existed bohween the two types of schools. Both

rated better on qualitative than uuantltatlve standards.

27

Powell, William R. "Classroom ~ibraries: their frequency of use."
Eyementary BEnglish, [3:395-397, April, 1966.

3tudents in grades uQé in two elemcntary schdols, approximately
matched by socio-economic backgrovnd and I.Q., and both
groups strongly encouraged in recreational reading were used
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to 'study the effectiveness of classroom libraries as
_compared to the other school whose classes made biweekly
trips to the nearby public library branch. Results
showed punils with the classroom library outread students

using the central library by nearly two to one. lioreover,
flndlngs indicate that classroom libraries stimulate
recreational reading and further interest in the use of
larger libraries., -

28. Sheriff, Ralph William. "A Study of the level of wuality used in
- Selectlng Library Books in Elementary Schools in
Pennsylvania,'Dissertation Abstracts, 27:612-A -.613 =A,
September, 19b6

To evaluate the quality of book selection in Pennsylvania
elementary schools, 60 school districts with more than
1000 students each, were sent a questiomaire concerning
their schoonl library services. Replies were runked on a
five point scale. Results showed that schools with
centralized libraries and full-time certified librarians
" rated higher in quality of book selection than schools
: with classroom libraries and non-pbrofessicnal employees
- o only. 'The majority of elementary schools in Pennsylvania
were found to be deficient in quallty of library book
selection.

29. Sirota, Beverly S.  "The Effect of a planned literature program
- of daily oral reading by the teacher on the voluntary
Reading ol Fifth Grade Children." Dissertation Aibstracts

intern~tional, 32:2320-A - 2321-A, november, 1971.

To determine il a ragularly scheduled oral reading session
by a teacher would increase the quality and quantity of
voluntary reading by rifth graders, a program was set up

to study twelve classes in Union, New Jersey elementary
schools. Results were positive. Girls scored higher than
boys, and read more books than girls in the control grouns.
Boys showed a lesser gain, but both sexes made significant
improvement over previous scores.

30. Sullivan, Peggy. Impact: the School Library and the Instructional
Program, a revort on Phase I of the mnapn. bchonl Libraries

Progect Chicago: ALA, 1967. 93p.

The orlgln, aims and objectives of the *napn 3chool ,ibraries
project, and criteria of s-lection of schools. participating
is described. The strong and weak points of each are
discussed, along with. the procedures, programs, and interim
assessment of Phase 1, :

o 31. S 3 . Realization: the Pinal denort of the inapp bchool
Libraries Project. Cnicago: ALA, 19087 39dp.
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Research on School Libraries continued.

The Knapp School Library project is described and

evaluated. <The concept of a demonstration progranm

was proved to be an effective educational tool. #inal

asgessment of each school particinant is included, with
_the strengths, weaknesses and results of every project

funded. Also evaluation of the questimnzires from

childreq, parents, teachers, and 1l ibrarians are included.

32, Thorne, Lucile Markham. "The Influence of the Knapp School
Libraries Project on the Reading Comprehension and on the
Knowledge of Library Skills of the Pupils at the Farrer
Junior High School, Provo, Utah." Dissertation Abstracts,
28:2465-4 - 2466-A, January, 1963.

Pupils with.eXposure to expanded school library service
were tested over a two year period, in ‘1965 and 1966,
to determine the effect of the Knapp School Library
Project on their develowment ol reading comprehension
and library skills. Results showed pupils in
experimental schools made significantly larger gains in
both areas of study as compared to students in control
schools, Boys imnroved more in reading cowiprehension,
glrls in library skllls.

33 'Tielke, Zlton Fritz. "A Study of the Relutlonshln of 3elected
Environmental Factors to the Development of HElementary
School Librarles." Dissertation Abstracts,.29:1692-A,
December, L96d :

Three elementqry school llbrary programs were studied

to determine the amount of student use and teacher-
librarian cooperation, and tasks performed by the librarian.
Results demonstrated that elementary school library orograms
were being develowed by librarians with little if any
particivation of teachers or administrators. In genepal

the school commitment to the library was. very low in
priority and few in-service training programs to instill
interest and lnowledge of library resources were being
offered ' .

3ke Toth, John P.,, Jr. "A Study of the Relationshio between
Selected Instructinnal iaterials and Resources, Devices
and Special Services and the !'Level of Acnlevement' Measure’
in Thirteen Ohio and West Virginia School Systems,'
Doctoral Dissertation, Ohio University, 1 96l as cuoted
by Willson, #lla, “Research on- the ilementary School -
Library." Theory - in Practice, 6:30-35, February, 1967.
In attempnting to evaluate the level of pupil achievement
in relation to the quality of school library service, the _
-author, instead, discovered a dearth of erfective elementary
school library orograms snd no relqtlongh‘n to the level of
_ achievement could .be discovered. 1419 teachers revlied to a
| . survey requesting data on their use of school 1library
; facilities, only ©9 used the library extensively, while
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minimal use was made by 260 teachers.,
35. - Ward, Robert Klgin. "Publlc Elementary School Libra ary Resources

in Louisana as compared with the ALA Standards, 1960."
Dissertation Abstracts, 28: 292l ~A, rebruary, 1 968,

A questiamaire was sent. to all public elementary schools
in Louisana to determine how effectively ithe ALA 3tandards
for School Library Programs were being met in the state.
Results demonstrated drastically that school libraries in
Louisana were far behind the standards. Of 483 schools,
~-233. Were without' centralized libraries. Only 23 schools
mmn\jhe standard of one librarian for 300 students, only 6
““matched the—elerical staff requirement. Hizhteen svent
the recomnendea minimum fer books, and 354 were adequate
on seating capacity. A recommendation is mads- that

all librarians, administrators, teachers and the general
public seek and supnort school 1ibrary service throu?hout
Louisana,

36. Willson, Ella Jean. '““valuqtlng Urban CentrQllzed Elementary
\chool Libraries." Dissertation Abstracts, 27:1567-A -
1568-4, )eccmber, 1966,

To determine whether the auallty of learning was 1mDrOVed
for students with access to.a centralized elementary
school.library prozram adminisiered by a'professional,
librarian, sixth grade children in 12 Detroit elementary
schools were tested.to evaluate educational improvement,
reading ability, and library skills. -The data revealed
a 31gn1flcunt difference in the students! abilities in

" the three areas tested when the scores-of punils exposed
to school library service were compared with those in

, , school .without libraries. The tests used were developed

T . by Hary V. Gaver and described in her book, The lffectivencsa

of Centralized Library 3ervicein Ilementary 3chools; -as
cited previously. : '

37« Y arling, James Robert. "Children's Understandings and Use of
Selected Library-Related 3kills in two ilementary 3chools,
One with and one without a Centralized Libraryv."
Dissertation Abstracts, 29:3352-A - 3353-A, April 1969.

This study was conducted as part of the evaluative phase

of the Knapp School Library Project at illisonville 3chool,

. Indianapolis, Indiana. Fourth.and sixth grade children

; wsre tested over a three perlod, 1965- 1967, on their

understanding, and use of library skills, comparing those

students in schools with and without a centralized library

facilities. A significant difference was’ demonstrated

i by students in the experimental schools as to the

P improvement of library and reading skills, and the ability-
to express ideas efiectlvely. '
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- RESEARCH ON PUBLIC LIBRARIES'3ERVICE TO CHILDREN

-

33, Barass, Reitzel, and Associates, Inc. Cambridge, rassachusetts,
"A Study of Exemvlury Public Library Reading and dteading .
Related Programs for Children, Youth, and Adults, Volume
- I and II." ERIC Document 066 197, July, 1972, 612p.

Case studies are presented of 3C public library reading
and reading-related programs. iach case includes a
description of the program, estimation of costs, and
analysis of efiectiveness. The 30 programs serve a
variety of age grouns: preschool children (N=7), _
elementary school asze children(li=7), young adults(N=6),
adults (W=5), andm ore than one age group (N=5). The
programs serve a wide range of socioeconomic groups:
disadvantaged (N=19) and non-disadvantaged (N=11), urban
(§=19) and non-urban (X¥=11). In cost, the programs range -
from an estimated total of $580 to $16L4,000. Their
activities sprrad encompasses .bookmobiles, deposit
collections, and group activities. ‘the programs were
selected from 243 public library programs nominated as
successful by federal, state andlocal library officials.
Information on the 243 programs is precsanted respecting
effectiveness (measured through a telephone survey),
variety (in terms of funding source, targeted age groun,
L . literacy level, socioeconomic group, and program activities), -
% and availability ror rield visits. Twenty of _.the 30 case-
’ studied programs are identified as exemplary.; These have
: had an identifiable reading or reading-related immact on
o ) . certain of their particinants at an estimateed cost which
L is reasonable in relation to the extent of participant
g ~ 1impact. Indexes include questionaires developed to '
i measure tine impact of library programs on the varticivants.
! o Results in evaluating. the library vrograms esnecially
' L aimed at preschool and elementary age children demonstrated
several interesting voints. Preschool programs vroviding -
activities for mothers were more efiective than those not
doing so. ‘The vast majority of parents of children 4
attending a preschool library program revorted a significant
increase in their chi:d's interest in reading, in school,
-and in the child's verbal and social abilities.




Research on Public Libraries continued.

39. Goldhor, Herbert. "An Exploratory 3tudy of the Effect of a
: Public Library Swamer Rezding Club.on reading skills,"
Library guarterly, 36:14-2L, January, 1966.

To test the theory rthat participation in a surrner reading
club would increase a-child's reading skill, 1718 ’
-fourth grade students in Evansville, Indiana were given
reading ability tests befors and after tne swmner vacaticn.
135 children =zttended the public. library vscation reading
club. These children were more likely to be from a higher
socioeconomic level, and better readers, it was learned,
and as a groun were 5 months ahead for their grade in June,
7 months shead in 3eptember. Conclusions drawn were that
club I‘lembeI‘ShJ.D was only one of several factors determining

a child's resding skill, that reading =zbility and
performance in snring was the best indicator of results in
the fall. The need for further study is strongly emphasized.

- 0. Grundt, Leonard. ."An Investigation to Determine the Most
N Efficient patterns for vroviding adecuate Public LLbP’Py
Service to all residents of a tyoical large city.’
Dissertation Abstracts, 26:3¢1, July, 1965, -

Defining adequate public library service as the level
provided by  the main libraries of independent cities and
towns of Ilfassachusetts, serving ponulations between
20,000 - 100,000 neople, the hynothesis was tested that
public libr;ry"service was not egually available to all
residents of Boston. Boonk circulacion, attendance, and
-user survey data were evaluated, ~.nd combined with all
day mersonal observations in branches.  Results indicated
that Boston Public Library branches served. orimarily as
children's libraries, with the level of service oli*ntly
lower than in independent 11bPuPleS. ,"he Central llbrqry
was mainly used by adults.

4. Harmer, William R. "The Effect of a Library Praining Program. :
on Summer loss or gain in reading abilities.” (unpublished _
doctoral thesis, University of uinnesota, 1959) cited by
Goldhor, Herbert, Library Juarterly, 36:16-17, danuary,
1966 as cited above. - .

Fourth grade stLdents in m1nneapolis vere alVlde into
experinental and control grouns to study the effect of
the summer break on reading abilities, loss or gain, by
measuring L., and‘reading skills in soring and again in
the rall. The childr~n in the experimental groups wvere
strorgy urged to borrow books from the liinnesota Public
Library during the summer, the control group received no
encouragement, - From both sets of test.ressults, Harmer
concluded that, although basic vocabulery, skills in
“reading to interoret or organize showed no significant
difference in imnrovement between the groups, the
experlmental classes were significantly nigher in ability
to rotain information and in the ability to read for
appreciati-n. 'Thé imnortance of teaching the skills of
'publlc 11brary usage is also stressed.__ : -
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Research on Public Libraries continued.
2. Hogenson, Dennis. "A btudy...Thc Public Library - Ally of the
Reading Teacher." Lb rary Journal, 05:328-329, January
15, 1960. '

Two groups ol sixth grade nupils, consisting of 25

students each, were matched by I1.Q., reading ability, and
background in order to study if leisure reading could be
increased by individual assistance in selection, and
encouragement to read as many books as possible. All books
were borrowed from the public library. fThe experimental group
was found to have made significantly greater gains than the control
grouv in reading comprehension, speed, and vocabulary.

L3+« Lesser, Daniel. "A Study to determine the nature znd status of
Children s film programs in nubllc libraries of the
Northeastern United States." Dissertation Abstracts, 24:
5h22, June, 190lk. '

A queatl(nnalr'e was sent to publlc libraries in eleven states
to study rthe use of children's films. OUnly 165 planned
children's rilm progroms on a regular basis. +he majority
of libraries held programs less than Li times 2 yewr ior
children in grades 1 through 6. ‘'The most successiul
publicity source was found to be newspaner and school
announcements. finances were the main reason cited for
lack -of film use. Recommendations are made to offer more
continuing education for librarians on {ilm orogram
techniques. puolicize succesaful film nrojects, establish
film cooneratives, and eswecially further researcn on
children's film programming throughout the United 3tates.

blie Martin, Lowell A. Baltimore Reaches Out, Library Service to
Disadvantaced. r0. 3 in the Deiches rund sStudies of rublic
Library Service. Baltimore: Enoch Pratt Free-iibrary,

1967. Shp.

A research study of the role of the nublic library in
develoving reax ding ability in urban rcsidents with limited
educatimal and cultural oackground. &lthough done ror
the Enoch Pratt Library ol Baltimore, the findings will
have much wider implications. Usage by children was only
one aspect of ths study, but several intercsting racts
were demonstrated. A child brought up in & home where
reading is a major activity is three times more likely

to use the nublic library. Three-quarters of the
youngest library patrons will develop a lifelong reading
habit. Recommendations are made that Enoclhi Pratt
concentrate on reaching disadvantaged children from ages
li to 6, followed later hy intensified swwier roadlng
programs for ages 7 to 9.

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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L5. Martin, Lowell A. ‘Library Resvwonse to Urban Chance, a st@@y
of the Chicago Public Library. Chicago: awLa, 19569. 313p.

A detailed analysis of the planned program of the Chicago
Public Library with interesting implications on service
to children. Juvenile vatrons, age 5 to 1ll., constituted
38.7% of the 1 ibrary users. % of whom were working on
school assignments., In disadvantaged arcas of the city,
2/3 of branch use was by children, who seldom traveled
further than one-~half mile to the library.

L 6. New York Library Association. Chiidren's and Young aAdult
Services 3ection. Public Relations Committee. Report.
N.Y.: NYLA, 1972. mimeo. 8p. ' -

The twenty-two public library systems of New York State
were queried to determine the typne and exftent of vnrogramming
and publicity in the N.Y¥.3. public libraries. ‘he ‘ :
questimnaire contained many ambiguities, but did reveal

the following results: (1) Libraries offering many vprograms
had more ~ublicity, (2) Libraries were still more '
print than na-»rint oriented, (3) Librarians werc beginning
to go outside into the comunity, and (L) Prozramming for
children in public libraries was very popular where offered.

L7. Parker, Bdwin B. and William J. Paisley. "Predicting Library
Circulation from community characteristics.” Public
Opinion Quurterly, 29:39-53, Spring, 1965, '

Based on data from the U.3. O0ffice of Zducati-n and the 1960
Census information , the author studied factors influencing
public 1 ibrary circulation. Juvenile circulation was f~und
to be much less predictable I'rom comaunity characte:istics
than adult usage. Bducation, income, and age were all
elements in figuring total adult circulation, but were
discovered not to influence juvenile booi: borrowing in
public libraries. 4

L8. Peil, Margaret. “Library Use by Low-Income Chicago families."
Library uarterly, 3:329-333, October, 1963. '

Mothers of First graders in three low income areas of
Chicago were surveyed to determine they and their children's
usage of the nublic library. Age and educsiion were major
factors involved. One-fourth of the grouv visited ‘the

; public librery during the previous year. These women

i were found to have read more books but to have spent no more
; time on rcading than non-users. Vomen in age 30's groun

b : were muach more likely to use the library. The amount of
library usage by first graders was significantly related

to the mother's use. Also, proximity to the library was

a influential factor in public library use.
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Resaarch on Public Libraries continued.

Swift, Marshall 3. "Training roverty Mothers in Communication

Skills," Rendlnc ‘leacher, 23: 360-367, January,l 970.

~In order to improve the education of children r'rom low-

income-educational background, seven mothers of seven
children in a Get 3et preschool program .n fhiladelphia
were invited to join a mother's story hour club., The
training program was developed to improve skills in
story-telling and communication skills., 4Also, techniques

of observing children's reactions were tiught. The mothers

develoned ability to tell stories and greater perception in
their role and in the behavior ol their chnildren. The
results of this prelimary study were so successiul, the
establishment of a full taining program for poverty mothers
was planned.

Wilder, Philip 3. Jr. "Library Usage by Students and TIoung Adults."

ERIC Document OL6 472, 3September, 1970. 3lLp.

This study is an examination of the various uses of and
attitudes tow ard oublic, school, and academic libraries by
children and young adults. The information on which the
analysis is based was derived from 300 guestionaires completed
by vatrons of libaries in r'ive citiss. <ihe cquestionaires

used and the raw data received are included in the apvendices..
Major categories measured by the questionaire are (1) User
age groun in rolation to library size, (2) ifrecuency of
library vigits by age groups and 1l ibrary size, (L) Various
reasons for library use by library size, (5) User T
satisfaction, (&) 3tudent-users satisfaction with librarv
staffs (school snd »nublic) and collections., BElementary
students constituted 10% of the oublic library natrons, obut
were the age groun most likely to use the library with
greatest [recuency. 957 of these nunllo were satisfied

with public library service, and all generated :wuch

greater enthusiasm for the vnublic library stalff than

for the school library personnel,

518”1 er, blsie. "A S 'tudy of the effects of creative dramatics

on* the progress in use of the library, reading interests,
rcading achievement, self-concept, creativity, and
empathy. = fourth and fifth grade children.'" Dissertation
Abstracts International, 31:6482-A - 6483-A, June, 1971.

A two year study was made to evaluate creative dramatics

programming in public libraries, by means of 3 grouns

one exposed to creative dramatics, one to sterytelling and
the control groun only to library usage . Results

indicate:d children involved in the creative dramatics grou p
appeared to have developed no greater interest in re= Ang,
nor have gained in readlnD ability. Creative dramatics
programiing appeared not to encourage growth of interest

in literature, cr-otivity or empathy. Children in the
storytelling groun, however, made significant gains in

these same abilities, A Lotal of 298 fourth and rifth
grade children participated 1in uhe study. The scory-telling
and creative dramatics pgroups wer: offered planned n»nrograms
by professional 1prqw1ans with children's ]1terature che

ba31s of the subJect matter.
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52. Darling, RichardL., “Professional Positions in ochool
Librarianship at-the School vJistrict revel. Library
Trends, 16: MBS uuS,,Aprll 1968, ’

A survey of school llbrarlanshlp job descrintions at the
gystem level in 63 schools. disclosed they majority of
positions were in the three categories of sunervisory

and administrative, centrsalized processing, or librarians
of professimal libraries and materials centers. . Further
study of organization patterns is recomuended.

53, Fortin, Clifford Charles. "The Relation of Certain Personal
and Bnvironmental Characteristics of 3chool ribrarians
_to their life veolues and work satisfactions." Dissertation
Abstracts International, 31:3573-4, Janusry, 1971.

In a time of a shortage of school librarians, this study

was made .to determine if an identifiable set c¢f values and
work satisfuctions is associated with school librarianshio.
Results showed that values were similar to those held by

all women in general, and tended to unhold the traditional
stereotype of a achool librarian, ‘ne librarians were
usually satisfied with their work, thnse with niore education
were better attuned to aspects of libr: ry scrvice. The
conclusion is drown tast the impnact of the library on the
educational program of a school rests with the sutisfaction
of the librarian, and a more coaprehensive study is
recommended to determine librarians' baclzrounds, act1v1t1ee,
and attitudes. ~

S, National Education aAssociation Research Division. 3chool Library
Personnel Task 4analvsis 3urvey. Chicago: AASL, 1969, 91 p.

A national survey of 0636 elementary and secondary schools,
both public and nrivate, with outstanding Library iledia
Centers was undertaken to define the tasks and resvonsibilities
of achool library versonuel., Jeveloped as rhase I of the
Knapp School Library rroject, the study will be used to
1dent11y the knowledge, education level, =and skills necessary
to perform all school library iunctions, with an ainm to
establishing training programs and certification

guidelines ror school librarians. Results indicated that
over one-hali of the virectors of library media ccnters held
iiasters!' degrees and averaged between 5-9 years work
experience, while I41.6,5 of the assistants and L3.3,54 of the
audio-visual specialists also had Hasters' degrees.

: 55, Ficache, Ursula de Guzman. . ‘'"“Some Effects of sSumaer Institute

; Particivation on 3chool Librarians'® Provision of services

and on Lhelr Attitudes toward the Instructional i{aterials Center
Concent." Dissertation ibs tracts International, 31:776-4&
7??-A, August, 1970.

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
q

(4 e F it m



=29~

Fifteen school librarians enrolled in a swmier course on
the concept of Instructional iledia Centers were compared
with 15 nou-participants, to test their attitudes on
~adding media in school libraries. ko significant

~- @iffercence was found between the two grouns,

I

56, Rupert, Elizabeth Anastasia. "Pennsylvania Practicuwn Progcram
~ Yor 3School Librarians: An Appraisal.” Dissertation abstriccs
International, 31:2413-A - 241L-A, siovember, 1970.

A questionaire was sent to 19638 graduates from 8 Pennsylvania
State Colleges in the field of schonl librarianshin to
evaluate their practicum experience. adequacy of rogram,
rand the amount of involvement in administrative, technical
and educational vrocesses vere to be studied. The results
showed 52;5 spent most of their time on clerical tasks,

55% were not involved in a reading program, $0% were not
involved in orogress reports and 892 were not given the
opportunity to evaluate the library program. A very

strong recomnendation is made that guidelines ior a librsry
Practicum program be drawn up by the rennsylvania Division
of School Libraries, '
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