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HIGHLIGHTS

Only 5 percent of the entering freshmen in 1967 were 20 years or older;
over three-fifths of these students enrolled in two-year colleges,
one-fourth in four-year colleges, and 14 percent in universities.

Older students tended to enroll in public rather than private
institutions; in liberal arts colleges rather than technical institutes
or teachers colleges; and in smaller or less selective institutions.

Nearly three out of four nlder students were men. Older students us-
ually came from socioeconomically disadvantaged backgrounds.

Older -students made slightly lower high school grades than did average-
age students,

Older students differed from average-age'stuécut; in their undergraduate
activities, aspirations, achievements, and in some of their attitudes.

Older students made lower college undevgraduate grade-point averages
tuan did averdge-age students, except in two-year colleges, where they
made slightly better grades than did their younger classmates.

A greater proportion of older students planned to get no more than the

baccalaureate. At the end of four years, more of the older than of the
average-age students had either no degree or only the Associate of Arts
degree. But, even so, 38 percent of the older students in universities,
44 percent of those in four-year colleges, and 13 percent of those ini-
tially enrolled in two-year colleges attained the baccalaureate in four
years. .

Among older students, men enrolled in uniyérsities were more likely to
attain the baccalaureate in four years than were women, while the re-
verse was true for older students attending four-year colleges.

Older students in highly selective institutions or in four-year colleges
‘were more likely to complete the B.A, than were older students enrolled
in other types of institutionms.
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"Older" Freshmen: Do They Differ from "Typical' Undergraduates?

Engin I. Holmstrom

This is the third and final repoft in a series investigating the
educational expefiences and progress of! students who differ in important
ways from the "typical" freshman, who is an 18-year-old, white, Christian
male (Astin, 1973). Thevprevi;us reportgidealt with the educational pro-
gress of low-income students (Holmstrom, 19733) and pf low achievers: ’
i.e.,,students)whose academic performance in higﬁ school was poor (Holmstrom,
1973b). Iﬁ this report, we will describe the educational progress of fresh-
men who are 20 years of age or older at the time of matriculation.

Th;hmedian age of students entering colleges has remained stable at
18 over the years, chiefly because most of the high school graduates who
go on to college enroll immediately after graduation. According to a
1571 Carnegie Commission study, however, out of the population of 18-to-
2l-year-olds the proportion who enrolled in college rose from 11 percent
in 1940 to 34 percent in 1970.  This proportion is projected to increase
to about 54 percent by the year 2000 (Carnegie Commission on Higher

. Education, 1971, p.13). Thus, the proportion of students who delay
college entry seems-to be steadily increasing. Although we do not have
any information on why students do so, we do have ample data that show
how these students faré in an environment where most of their classmates
are younger than themselves and how they cope with possible difficulties

!

imposed by ‘the marital and family respomsibilities which they often bear--

i

| A
obligations not usually incurred by the typical undergraduate.




In this report, students who were 20 years of age or older at the time
of matriculation are referred to as older students. The term older is
relative and indicates simply that these students differ from the majority
of entering freshmen, who are only 18 years of age. It should be made
clear at the outset that this report has nothing to do with adult or

. continuing eaucation; indeed, the data pertain only to full-time fresh-
men entering college for the first time. Since ﬁany_older students re-
turﬁ.to college after{ha?ing dropped out eariier, and since many enroll
only paft-time, a large portion of the group is not considered.

Educational progress is narrowly defined as completion of the

baccalaureate wifhin the traditional four years, even for students who
transfer from two-year institutions and may thereby hpve difficglty
getting academic creéit for previous‘éork. This limitation was im-
pdsed becauée tﬁe data were dgawn from ‘a cohort of first-time, full-
time freshmen, followed up four years after college entry.
In this study, the followfﬁg questions were asked: How do older
students differ from average-age students in background-chacacteristics,
. academic prepafation, and aspirations? What expefiences‘do they have
during che college years? At the end of four years, are thé?r attitudes
ana life goals different froﬁ those of other étudents? What factors are
relafed'to their completing the degreevwithin fourﬂyéarsf And; final;y,

what kind of policy decisions will facilitate the degree completipn of

older students in institutions of higher education?
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Design of the Study

The data for this study came from ACE's Cooperative Institutional
Research Program (CIRP), which, since 1966, has been gathering longi-

tudinal date on students at a national sample of colleges and universi-

‘ties. The main objective of the CIRP is to assess the impact of differ-

ent college environments on student development. To carry out this ob-
jective, ACE uses three main mechanisms, First, large-scale annual
surveys of entering freshman classes at each of the participating insti-

<
tutions are conducted; these surveys provide information on student

characteristics at the time of college entry, or input data. Second,
samples of the original participants are followed up periodically (e.g.,
at the cnd of the freshman year and four years after college entry);
these followup surveys provide longitudinal information on student
characteristics after exposure to the collegé environment, or SEEBEE
data. Third, information is obtained on administrative policies,

faculty, physical plant, social climate, and other characteristics of

‘institutions (see Creager and Sell, 1969); this informatio@ ou che

college eavironment comprises the intervening variables.

Sample and Weighting Procedures

The original sample for this study consisted of 185,848 first-time,
full-time freshmen entering 252 institutions (46 two-yearlcolleges, 155
four-year colleges, and 51 univexsities) in fall 1967, These studertts

were asked to respond to the Student Information Form (SIF), a self-

.administered questionnaire filled out during the freshman registration

or orientation periods (i.e., before the respondents have been exposed

to the college environment), Data derived from their responses

- .
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iwere weighted to represent.the total U.S. population of enteringifreshmen in
l96l. Panos, Astin, and Creager (1-67) discuss both the sampling design
of this survey and the weighting procedures used to compensate for dis-.
proportionate sampling of institutions, for institntional nonresponse, for
variation in sampling of indihiduals within institutions, and for individual
nonresponse.' .

In July 1971, followup duestionnaires were mailed to a randomly selected

- subsample of 63,510 students. After correcting for.nondeliverable question-
\:_naires, a response rate of 59 percent was obtained, yielding & total of 34,346
ca;es (Table 1). To develop population estimates for the 63,510 students

.selected for the followup'survey, and to expand the weighted followup sample

~ . to the initial freshman group of 185,848 students, a complex set of weights

was applied, based on regression‘analyses of respondents and nonrespondents.,

. (See Bayer, Royer, and Webb, l973, for a detailed'description of sampling and

- meighting'proCedures for followup information on each freshman who
participated in the.l967 survey.)

: The Variables | i

’ “The only output variable considered in the study was degree comple-

'nd tion within four years after college entry. |

The input variables (student characteristics) were obtained from both

the ‘SIF administered in fall 1967 and the followup questionnaire comple-' U
| ted in July 1971 (when, presumably, the respondents ‘would have graduated
-from college) The SIF included items on demographic characteristics high

school background and achievements, educational and occupational aspira-

' "tions, self-ratings, life goals, and attitudes. Obviously, on many of

g.these items (e 8oy demographic characteristics), there will be little or no

change over the four-year period.- On others (e. g.,\educational ‘and occupational
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aspirations), students may well change. Thus, the followup questioniflaire
repeated some of the items from the SIF to assess such éhanges; it also
contained new items designed to elicit information on the students' experi-
énces since college entr& and on their plans for the immediate future.
(For copies of the two questionnaires, see Appendix A.)

The ihstitutional variables used in this study included size, type,
control, region, and selectivity level (as meésured by the entering fresh-
meﬁ's average scores on academic abilit& tests).

Statistical Groups and Analyses

Table 2 shows the ages of'first-time, full-time freshmen as of
31 December 1967. Older students are defined as those who were 20 years

or older at the time of matriculation (N = 60,588), while the remainder

are referred to as average-age students (N = 1,277,727). Older students

constituted only 5 percent of entering freshmen in 1967. Those freshmen

|

for whom nb information on ages was available (N = 2,012) were excluded
: : ]
from the analyses.

In order to describe older_studénts and to coﬁﬁére them wigh
averagg-agé students, ‘we obtained margiﬁal distributions by tybe of
ingtitution;.cln éddition, multiple regressiqﬁ anal&ses weie run §eparate1y
"for the two groups to isolate: those institutional characteristics related
to baqéalaureate attainment within four years. ,' S

Results - | |

The results of these two typesAof'analyses are presented in the
following sections. The first three subsections compare ‘older -and average-
age sfudents on the basis.of their distribution among institgfions; their

“backgrounds; and their'éollege experienées, plans, and achievements. The

-—
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Table 2

" Age in Years As of 31 Deceﬁber 1967

(InPercentages)
Men Women Total
16 or younger 0.2 0.2 - 0.2
17 - 3.9 5.4 4.6
18 73.4 " 81.3 76.9
19 ' 16.4 ©10.0 13.6
20 | ' . 2.2 1.0 1.7
21 | 0.8 0.3 0.6

Older than 21 S ' 3.2 1.8 - 2.6

Source: Robert J. Panos, Alexander W. Astin, and John A. Creager,

National Norms for Entering College Freshmen--Fall 1967, ACE Research Reports,

Vol. 2, No. 7 (Washington: American Council on Education, 1967), pp. 13, 21, and
29‘ ‘ ' N
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final part of this section discusses the personal and institutional ¥
characteristics related to degree completion within four years after
college entry.

Distribution of Older and of Average-Age Students

As was true both of low-income students (Holmstrom, 1973a) and of
low achie??rs (Holmstrom, 1973b), older studenti were not disﬁributed-
randomly among institutions CTabie 3). Over three-fifths of tﬁe older
students were ip‘iwo-year colleges, one-fourth were in four-year colleges,
and only laqpercént were in universities.. The corresponding figures for
average-age students were 28 percent, 42 percent, and 29 percent,
respectively.

Older students tended to enroll in public rather than private
institutions, and in liberal arts colleges rather than technical institutes
or teachers colleges. As wés the case Qith other groups of atypical

" students, older students tended to go to smaller and to less selective
institutions. Nearly half the average;age student;, but only 35 percent of
the oldef students, were in institutions enrolling 5,000 students or
more; 44 percent of the average-age, but only 13 percent of the older,

students were in relatively selective institutions: i.e., those where the
average AﬁT, NMSQT, and SAT Composite score of the éntering freshmen
was above 104. |

Demographic Characteristics and Educational Achievement

Since the distfibution of older students varied by tyée of insti-
tution, the cross-tabulations were run separately for two-year colleges,
four-year coIleges, and universities. Results afe presented in two sets
of tables in Appendix B. Table Bl shows résponses to selected items
. from-fhé freshman questiﬁnhaire, including information oﬁ dempgraphic

__éharacteristics and educational background. Table B2 shows responses
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Table 3

Distr:bution of Older and Average-Age Students,
by Sex and Institutional Characteristics
(In Percentages)

Older .Studentsa Average-Age Studentsb

Institutional'Charactgristics Men  Women Total Men ~ Women Total
Type: '
University . 147 13.4- 143 31.0  27.5  29.4
4-year college ) 23.6 23.5 23.6 38,7 46.4 42.1
2-year college 61.7 63.1 62.1 30.3 26.1 28.4
Control:
Public 73.5 77.3 74.6  69.7 67.2  -68.6
Private 26.5 22.7 25.4 30.3 32.8 31.4
Sex:
Men's ' 7.4 .0 5.4 8.8 .1 5.0
Women's .6 7.8 2.6 .0 11,2 5.0
Coeducational 92.0 92.0 92.0 91.1 88.7 90.0
Race:
Predominantly white 97.4 96.6 97.2 97.6 96.5 97.1
Predominantly black 2.6 3.4 2.8 2.4 3.5 2.9
Curricular emphasis:c
Teachers college : . 20.8 19.2 20.4  23.2  34.3 28.5
Technical institution ~ ° 3.5 .0 2.6 12.4 2.2 7.5
Liberal arts college 75.7 80.8 77.0 64.4 63.5 64.0
Geographic region:
Northeast 37.3 30.8 35.5 27.8 30.2 28.9
Midwest 22.8 21.3 25.2 31.4 31.3 31.4
Southeast 13.0 12.7 12.9 16.5 15.2 15.9
West-Southwest 26.8 25.2 26.4 24.2 °23.4 23.8
size:d
Below 200 .7 2.5 1.2 .5 .3 NA
200-499 2.0 4.4 2.7 .9 4,1 2.3
500-999 15.3 21.1 16.9 8.8 10.3 9.4
1000-2499 19.5 7.3 16.1 18.1 16.6 17.5
2500-4999 27.3 31.3 28.4 21.8 22,1 22.0
5000-9999 14.8 13.6 14.5 19.1 19.8 19.4
10,000-19,999 15.7 16.3 15.8 19.7 15.6 17.9
20,000 or more 4.7 332“ 4.4 11.0 11.1 11.1
Selectivity®
Under 89 21.9 16.1 20.3 10.1 10.6 10.3
89-96 15.0 21,8 16.9 9.0 9.2 9.1
97-104 14.5 ~ 20.8 16.2 19.7 20.9 20.2
105-112 9.1 9.3 9.2 20.4 24.6 22.2.
113-120 ‘1.9 2.0 1.9 . 8.6 10,3 9.4
121-128 1.1 .5 .9 9.5 6.7 ) 8.3
Over 128 1.6 .5 1.3 4.7 3.8 4,3
Unknown 34.9 29,0 33.3 18.0 13.8 16.2

a

Students 20 years of age or older at college entry
b

Students younger than 20 years of age at college entry
c

Among colleges, excluding universities
dThe total, full-time enrollment

. ®The median scores of entering freshmen on the ACT, the NMSQT, and the SAT Composites
v

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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to selected followup items dealing with college activities and egeeri-
ences, academic achievements, career plans, attitudes and life goals.

Men were overrepresented among older students. The sex distribution ’
for average-age students was 56 percent men and 44 percent women, whereas
nearly three.out of four older students were men. The proportion of
blacks was considerably higher among older students than among average-
age students, particularly in two-year and four-year colleges.

Older students tended to come from socioeconomically disadvantaged back-
grounds. Much larger proporeions of older.than of average-age students
had parents whose annual income was less than $6,000; 27 percent of the
older students as compared with 9 perceet of the average-age students in
universities, 30 percent of the o1der students as compared with 14
percent of the average-age students in four-year colleges, and 29
~ percent of the older students as eompared with 16 percent of the average-
age stedents in two-year colleges were in this income category. About
one-half of the fethers ef older sﬁudents were farmers and skilled, semi~
sk111ed, or unskilled workers, compared with 26 percent of the fathers
of average-age students in universities, 30 percent of the fathers of
those in feur-year colleges, and 39 percent of the fathers of those in
two-year colleges; fewer than one in five of the fathers of older'students
was a businessman, . the most fredﬁent.occupational category for the fathers

of average-age students. Both the fathers and the mothers of average-age
.students were better educated than were the parents of'older students.
Older students wmade slightly lower high school grades than d1d average-
age students: Over half the older students in un1vers1ties and four-year
colleges and 70 percent of those in two-year colleges attained a grade-

point average of C+ or lower while in high school, as compared with 19
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>

percent of average-age students in universities, 26 percent in four-year
colleges, and 51 percent in two-year colleges.

Older andvaverage-age students differed somewhat in their major reasons
for deciding to attend the college in which they were enrolled. For instance,
although parents.or relatives were the‘most influential group of persons
affecting students' college choice, older freshmén were less likely to be
influenced by parents or relatives than were average-age students. Moreover,
fewer older ‘than average-age studen;s were attracted by the academic repu-
tation of the college or by the chance to live away from home. Counselors
or placement officers appeared to be slightly more influgﬁtial with older
students, In all types of institutions, but particularly in universities,
fewer of the older students than of the average-age students said that one
of their major reasons for selecting their particular institution was that
it enrolled students like themselves--perh;ps an indication that they were
aware of being unlike the typical studeﬁt.

College Experiences, Plans, and Achievement

Older f¥eshmen were almost twice as likely-as,were fhose éf average-age
to express major coﬁcern about their ability to finance their undergraduate
education. Table 4 shows, fifst, what both groups of freshmen expected to
be the major sources of finance for their first coi{ege year and, second,
what the actual sources of finaﬁce for their undefgraduate education were,
as reported in 1971. B

At the beginning of fhe freshman year, over half the older students in
universities and two-year coileges' and 36 percent of those in fbur-year
collegés expected to draw on personal savings or earnings from employment

to finance their education. The comparable figures for average-age students
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'were over one-fifth in universities and four-year colleges and 3? percent
in two-year colleges. Average-age students expected to rely on support
from their parents more frequently than did older students.

As it turned out, considerable numbers of average-age students did
indeed receive support from their parents: Over 70 percent of average-age
students in universities and four-year colleges and 55 percenf of those

iﬁdfwofyear.colleges received such support. The comparable figures for
older students were 23 percent, 33 percent'and 22 percent, respectively.

) Older students were more likely to rely on their spouses for support than
were average-age students. A great many of the students supported them-
selves through employment: Nearly three-fifths of both groupé of students
in universities, over half of those in two-year colleges, and 54 percent
gf average-age, but 47 percent of older, student; in four-year colleges
éupported themselves through employment--more than had expected to as
freshmen, although 1967 and.1971 questionnaire ifemé on source:s of financial
support’are not directly.comparable. |

Older students were somewhat different from average-age students in
their attitudes and life goals, but some of the differences were not con-
sistent and varied by type of institution in which older and average-age
students were initially enrolled. Generally, more of the older than average-
age student; agreed that the major benefit of a college education is monetary.
further, older students were more favorable‘to open admissions than ﬁere
average-age stﬁdents, agreéing,that sﬁch a policy equalizes opportunity and
should be adopted by all public colleges and disagreeing tﬁat open adﬁissions

lowers the value.of a degree_or the academic reputation of a coIiege; but the

differences in the attitudes of the two groups toward open admissions were

least marked at the two-year colleges.
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Older students differed from average-age students in their activities
and experiences while in college., For instance, fewer of the older students
were elected to student officeé and to academic honor societies, joiped
fraternities or sororities; orvparticipated in student demonstrations. In
some ways, older students seemed more stable than average-age students:
Fewer changed éajofs or career plans, or transferred to another college,

More of them,-howevér, dropped out of college temporarily.

Four years afgér matriculation, more of fhe éverage-age than of
the older students were enfolled in college on a full-time basis. Three
:}t of ten older students inifially enrolled in universities and four-year
_colieges were empioyed full time as compared with'only 17 percent: of
average-age students. In two-year colleges, 49 percent o; the older and
36 percent of the average-age students were employed full time.

Generally, more of the older than of gﬁg average-age students had

failed_atlleast one course, the exception being older students of both

sexes in two-year colleges and older women students in four-year colleges.

‘s .

[

Consistent with this finding, except for those in two-year colleges, older

<y .

stuaents attained lower grade-point averages in theirﬂgajor fields than
did average-age students: &3 percent of oldgr studénts,-but 49 percent of
average-agevstudents, in univérsities; and 39 percent éf older students,
but 45 percent of others, in four-year colleges ﬁade grade-point aberages
of B or more. In two-year colleges, 38 percent of therolder, but'only
31 percent of the average-age, students attained such grade-point averages,

As freghmen, older studeﬁts diffefed from averagg-age students in

their degree aspirations: More planned to stop at the baccalauredte

level. At the end of four years, more of the older than of the average-age
l .
Sy
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students had either no degree or only the Associate of Arts degree. Only
38 percent of the older students in universities, 44 percent of those in
four-year colleges, and 13 percent of those in two-year colleges had
attained the baccalaureate. The corresponding figures for average-age
students were 54 éercent, 60 percent and 19 percent. Moreover, fewer older
students than averageiage students planned to attend graduate school the

following year.

Factors Related to Degree Completion

What college characteristics are related to completion of the

.

baccalaureate within four years after college'entry? To answer this
question, multistage stepwise regression analyses were run seperately
for nlder and for average-age students. Unweighted'data, based on
all clder students (N 844) and on a 5 percent random sample of
'average-age students (N =-1,675), were used. The following variables
were forced into the regression step by step:4 sex,_race, father's

education, mother's education, parent's income, student's marital st .cus

*
o

at the “time of the followup, and high school grade-point average. The
following variables re}at1ng to *he student's college exper1ence were then
allowed to enter freely: mijor scurces of support during college

(12 variables), control (public,-private), type of institution (two-year,
four-year, university), region (Northeast,.Midwest, Southeast,‘West-
Southwest), size and selectivity. College GRA was not included in the

analyses since this variable correlates highly with degree attainment,

The results are shown in Table 5.
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Table 5

Variables Affecting Baccalaureate Attainment

in Four Years

for Older and for Average-Age Students

OLDER STUDENTS®

Final Equation

Sign of
Coefficient
A. FIRST-STAGE FORCED IN -
VARIABLES
Sex (female) -
Race (Nontlack) +
Father's education +
Mother's education -
Parent's fncome +
Marriage -
High school grade-point average +
B. SECOND~-STAGE VARIABLES COMMON .
TO BOTH GROUPS
Selectivity +
Major support: Spouse +
Major support: Parenta +
C. SECOND-STAGE VARIABLES
SIGNIFICANT FOR OLDER
STUDENTS ONLY
Four-year college +
Major support: Federal loan +
Major support: Work-study +
program
Major aupport: "Federal +
scholarship
Region: Southeast +

O

SECOND STAGE VARIABLES

SIGNIFICANT FOR AVERAGE-AGE

STUDENTS ONLY

Size

Two-year college

Major support: Other
scholarship

Major support: State
"~ scholarship

Region: MNortheast
Region: West-Southwesat

Zero Order
F Value Correlation

3.941°€ .001
1.815 .031
1.362 . .038
3.035 -.068°
.077 .00L
3.433 -.036
10.445° 18
[ [+
8.178 - 120
6.553° .051
3.950° .096°
53.937° a18°
[ [
10.106 .191
<
5.021 27
4.698° a2t
[ C
3.920 121

AVERAGE-AGE STUDENTSb

Final Equation

zedo Order

Sign of
Coefficient F Value Correlaticn

- .001 .048
+ 5.492° -.012
+ 2.207 125°
- .640 .103°
+ 5.995°% .078¢
- 1.827 -.a23°
+ 42.754° .275°
+ 13.027° -.298°

- 8.826° -122°

C C

+ 50.168 .233

- 31.460° -.a21°

- 12.036° -.246°
+ 9.643° BETN
[+ [+

+ 8.092 .087
+ 4.026° .158°
3.940° -a2°

-

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

®Students 20 years of age or older at college entry (Multiple R = .4289, N = 844 students)

bStudenta younger than 20 years of age at college entry (Multiple R = .4589, N = 1,675 students)

SigniFficant at .05 level
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Among the background variables that were forced into the regression
equation, only academic performance in high school was positively related
to the degree completion of studénts in both groups. That is,‘the higher
the student's high school grade-point average, the more likely that he
or she would complete the baccalaureate in the traditional four years.

Sex was an important variable only for older students: Women were less
likely to obtain the degree than men. Parent's income and race were
important variables only for éverage-age students. The higher the parent's
incéme, the greater the chances that the average-age student would |
attain the baccalaureate‘within four years, Further, among the average-age

students, ﬁhites were more likely to attain the degree than were blacks.

For both groups of students, students who received major financial
support from spouse or parents were more likely to attain the degree
than those wﬁo did not. Moreover, those in highly selective institutions
were more likely to succeed than those in less selective institutions
“even after differences in high school academic achievement were controlled
for.
Older students who received major financiél support from Federal
loans and scholarships or frém work-study programs were more likely :to
complete the baccalaureate in four years than were those who did not

receive such financial support. Attendarice at a four-year college in-

" creased the older student's chances of completing the degree, whereas

attendance at a two-year cqllege‘or a large institution lowered the
chances of the average-age student.
The finding that older women were 1ess'like1y to attain the

degree than were older men iﬁ surprising in that it reverses the.cahﬁon
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pattern. Women are gercrally more likely to receive the degree in four
years‘than are men (Hoimstrom,.1973a; 1973b). A closer look at the data
shows that only in the universities did older women make relatively poor
educational progress, with only 21 percent of the women, but 44 percent

of the men, receiving the'bacéalaureate in four years. 1In two-year colleges,
similar proportions of older men and women (about 13 percent) received the
degree, while in four-year colleges; more older women (53 percent) than
older men (41 percent) completéd the baccalaureate.

This sex difference becomes even more of an anomaly when we examine

the cross-tabulations. Among older students enrolled in.universities,

women were more academically able than men: 73 percent made B or better

‘grade-point averages in high school, compared with 18 percent of the men.

The differences between the sexes were less dramatic in four-year colleges,
where 54 percent of the older women and 24 percent of the older men had
obtained such grade-point average in ﬁiéh school. Further, in universities,
56 percent of the older women, bug only 39 percent of the older mén, made

a_grade-point average of B or above in their undergraduate major fields;

" the corrgsponding,figures for older students in four-year colleges were

49 percent of the women and 35,pércent of the men. In‘addition, the cross-
tabulations sh@w that older women in‘universities made better grades in high
school than did older women iﬁ fouf-year and two-year colleges, Given the
écademic superiority of older women enrolled in uni&ersifies--vis-a-vis

. ‘ \
both their male counterparts and their female age peers en;olled in other

types of institutions--what accounts for their less satisfactory academic

progress?
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One reason may be that older women in universities take advantage of the
gréatér’flexibilit& that a university system permits and pace themselves accord-
ing to their needs. Some of fhe evidence supports this hypothesis: For instance,
of all types of students, the older women in universities had the highest tempo-
rary dropout rate (60 percent); all the other groups had rates below 40 percenf.
At the time of the followup, the greét majority (95 percent) of the oldgr women
in universities were enrolled in the same institution that they had eatered in
1967, and 62 pércent were enrolled as full-time students during fhe last semester-
of the 1970-71 '‘academic year. Older women in univuorsities may tend to érop out
temporarily and thus delay attainment of their degrees. Fiﬁe- and ten-year follow-
up data will make it possible to determine whether their degree completion rates
eventually regch the level pf»other women students. If they remain lower, then
further research will be required t6 determine why older women in uhiversities

do not perform as well as older women in four-year colleges.

Conclusion

Older students.differed from average-age students in their demogr;phic and
academic backgrounds; in their reasons for college attendance; in their under-
graduate activities, aspiratiahs, and aqhievements; ;nd in some of their attitudes.
| Aé freshmen, -older students had lower degree éspirations, more of them plan-
ning to go»no furgher than the bachelor's or the associate degree. Their degree
completion ratés reflect this lower level of aspiratidn: Fewer of the older than
of the average-age students received the B.A. within four years after entering
college, After contraoiling for differences in ability (i.e., high school grade-
point averages),both the selectivity and type of inétitution.were found to be
relatéd to the degree completion of older students: Older students in highly

selective institutions or in four year colleges were more likely to complete the
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d;gree han were older students enrolled in other institutions.  Older women in
universities were. less likely to attain the degree than were oldef men; the re-
verse was t;;; for older students attending four-year colleges, although the
degree completion rates of fohr-year college students were generally higher than
those enrolled in universities and two-year éolleges.

Thus, like low-income students and low achievers, older students--particularly
older women--should attend highly selective four-=year colleges if they areminterested
in getting their baccalaﬁreate within the traditional four-year period.

One difficulty arises in impleménting such a policy. If, indeed, more atypical
students~enr011.in very selective institutionms, then their selectivity (i;e., the
average academic ability of their entering freshmen) could 5e reduced; thus, the
recommendation would be self-defeating, but this conclusion fails to take account
of otﬁer iﬁstitutionél characteristics that may be related to selectivity. More
research is needed to identify and assess the impact that such related variables
have on degree completion. As a first step, we have begun to inﬁestigate inter-
action effects between size, sefectivity, and type of institution. It is hoped
that.this line of research will she& more light on how such coilege character-

istics influence the academic progress of various types of students.
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STUDENT INFORMATION FORM 2 9 2 3 7 0
When were ! i
: you born? H 1
YOUR NAME {please print) First Middle or Moiden Lost Month liy Year
HOME STREET ADDRESS Your Social  (01712) (01-31)
Security Number 1 v ol
City State Zip Code (¥ known) | (Please copy 'yl I
carefully)
ﬂ
lolololo] Blolelelelololololc]
NOTE: The information in this report is being collected for the American Council on 8888 888888888

Education as part of a continui udy of higher education. Your cooperation
in this'r:;eorg: \:lill conf‘ribufenfi :'n‘fl.):i;ersf:n::ng of‘::ow students a:e a;fect- 8888 888888888
ed by thsir college experiences. Identifying information has been requested by 060006| 0000

the Council in order to make subsequent mail follow-up studies possible. Your
responses will be held in the strictest professional confidence, and will be

used only in group summaries for research purposes. 888888@@@
oJoJolo) BololoJolelo]o]o]o)
DIRECTIONS: Your responses will be read by 5. Mark one:
an automatic scanning dev.lce. Your cor.eful This is the first time | have enrotted in college as a freshman. ....oeeeueees O
observance ?f these few simple ruies will be | came to this college from a junior colege.....cvenverensescascssscnccans O
most apprecmted. | came to this college from a four-year college or university ......... bessann O

Use only black lead pencil (No. 2} or softer).
Make heavy black marks that il the circle.
Erase cleanly any answer you wish to change.
Make no stray markings of ony kind.

6. The following questions deal with accomplishments that might possibly apply
to your high school years. Do not be discouraged by this list; it covers many
greos of interest and few students will be able to say ‘yes” 1o many items.

" {Mack all trat apply)
Yes No pey

Example: Will marks made with balipenor O @ Was elected president of one or more Student organizations {recognized Yes
fountain pen be properly read? by the SCHOOl)eeeeeecrssscecsserscnscrsennsse S T O
Received a high rating (Good, Excellent)in a gtate or regjonal music contest.. O
Participated in 2 gtate or tegional speech or debate contest .........ceevnee O
1. YourSex: MaleQ Female O Had a Major Part in APlAY ...veecneesessescssacocnssinsnnssnsssrnnssnss O
WOn @ Varsity 18ter (SPOMS).cueuenerreesnnnsansssnsrsnnersaseansasnnss O
2. How old will you be on December 31 of this Won a prize of award in an art COMPELILION ....veeeseneasnreerenenncennes (@)
year? (Mark one) Edited the School paper, yearbook, 0r literary magazine .......eeevveeernns (@)
16 of younges .... QO 20ennnnnnnnnnnns O Had poems, stories, essays, or articles published.s. ...oevesserensinifnen.Q
Weernnronnnenns P W O] Patticipated in a National Science Foundation summer PrOgram «.....ve'e.seQ
18..iceienennnns O Older than 21 ..... @) Placed {first, second, or thitc, in a gtpte or [egional science contest......... (@)
) (T O . Was a member of @ scholastic hONOX SOCIBLY «..vvennesssserossoossnassnnns O
Won a Certificate of Merit or Letter of Commendation in the National
3. What was your average grade in secondary Merit PIOGIaM ... vevusraennesinsnsnnennens berererrrenrearenraranes o)
school? (Mark one) _ ‘ ‘ : ,.
Aorat...O B~..ocee Q ‘ 8. Do you have ony concern about your
A-.eenO LSBT o 7. What is the highest ocademic ability to finonce your college edu-
- T O [ @) degree thot you intend to cation? (Mark onie)
- P O |+ JA O obtain? (Mark one)
4. To how many colleges other thonthis one did you O oo venmnesneenene O | e sttt o0
actually apply for ednission? From how many did Associate(or equivalent) ........ O Some concem (but | will probsbly
you receive accaptances? (Mark one in each columa) Bachelor's degree(B.A., B.S., etc.)Q have enough funds)...... .eee... O
Avplications  Acceptances . Master's degres (M.A. M.S.,etc.) . O Major concern {not sure | will be
NO Other «.cveveeeennns S © NS O PH.D. Of EQ.D +vveeerernnnnnnns 0] able to complete collegs) .......
DN reereriereereenannns o..........0 M.0.,0.D.5.,0f D.VM...........0
TWO vanvveevernrrersons J O JUUU O LLB. Ot JD. civvnnrnneennnens @) 9. Are you a twin? (Mark one)
TIIBB covvversenenscennsse O ............ o B cererieissecncrinrecsaraes O NO cocvnnennsnss seeasse resess O
L PR © IS (@) - OtheS vvusrrencenneeneranncanne O Yes, loontical v.euvnsennneon. O
QO Flive siverienceennnsnses @ JU O Yes, fratemnal same sex ....... 0o

E MCSIx OF MO8 veueurnrncnenns | © PP o : Yes, fisteral opposite sex.... O

IToxt Provided by ERI
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10. Through what source do you in- e8¢ .
tend to finance the first year of s ‘gs 5 1 17. For each of the following activities, indicate if you presently can perform the activity
85

your undergraduate education? s & ™ competently. (Maik one in each 1ow) o
(Maxk gne in each fow ) F§F No,
Peisonal savings and/or employment OOO ‘Yce;, mub:;t llig a:: ;ehsa:;:
Parentat of other family aid......... 00 presently  tobeable  fobe abie
Repayable 108 . ....ceeeeruncnsess o000 do this - to do to do
Scholarship, grant, or other gift...... o000 ~ well this well  this well
Type 40 words OF MOTe PES MINULE. .« eeeusussessasransesd Oeievennnnnn I @ N @)
- T1.What is the highest level of formal education ob- Sketch people so that they can be recognized ........o.eu Oveenrrnnnn 1O TN O
toined by your parents? (Mark one in each column) Speak a second language flUently .ovveeeeeveesenssasnsnd O cvirinnnns Ooeeennnn 9}
Father Mothes Break 100 in 801 ..uuuneveenasostsersssessannsanisaed O.everevvennn Oeeevnnnn (@)
Gramma schoot o7 1655. 0. eerrnenenss O WaBI-SKi v e ruueerenaerscosasasussasesssncnssanssases @ NTTTITON Oeennnnnn @)
Some high SC0D] < ... O] O SKi ON SMOW «vreuvevneensacnnes errrirseseiaaneenad O.cvivnnennn  © N @)
High school graduate. . 'O .......... O Sight-read PIan0O MUSIC .cccecrteantrasinsacsasecsanaesd O ............ O ......... O
Some college.......... Oovrnnnndd O Read music (SINGING) «vecerveaiessitanactcnnensnansnad Ocvvvninnns ¥ © NPT (@)
College degree . ....... Overrennnd O Identify at least fifteen species of birds on sight ......... '@ T O.ceienns (@)
Postgraduate degree .. O ,,,,,,,,,,,,, O Re'eree one 01 more SPOIting events .....cceeeeennannndd O ............ .O ......... O
Fecite long passages fiom plays ot poems without notes.. O ............. O ......... .O
.12, What is your best estimate of the total income \dentify or describe examples from several
last year of your parental family (not your awn AIChitectural SLYIBS .. veeneeeeoneencrsissssesossuonansd @ NS O.eennens 0O
fomily if you are married)? Consider annual in- SAILADOAE «rureerreenenenrnensesasaesssseesssasnans O.vvvninndd O..coevenn (@)
come from oll sources before taxes. (Mark one) Identify most of the major constellations of stars .....c... Ovvrrcinnndd oe.......0
Less than 34.0000 $15,000-$19,999. O Use a2 SEWINg MAChing coceecetsaaccccecsssnsncscsnsass O ............. O .......... O
$4,00045,909 ...0  $20,000-24,999. .0 Use Robert’s Rules of O1er vvveeeuersusasesereneeenes O o........0
$6,00057,993...0  $25,000-29,999..0 Mix @ dEy MATtInG o eueersserensnsonensesssensessnsneaes O Oeeneens O
$8,00039,99 ...0 $30,000 or more . .O Set a table for a formal PaMtY...cesesersencscsesscscasss (O NI Ovinn O
$10,000514,959.O  have no idea....O Name the starting p!ayers for a professional athletic team O O.......... @
. Score a tennis Match...oeeeereeceessscssccsercanssacns O Oerenens @)
. 13. What is your racial background? (Mark one) Identify many classical musical compositions.
Caucasian «....cooevevnvnnccnnnses O Dy titie and COMPOSE! covveevecneasasirsssnaesassassss O @) AP O
NEGIO . ccevvsnrenccnsncscnsnnsses O ProOgram a COMPULer..covsecescscaccacscscssesnssnsanns (O N O eseones O
Amesican Indian ceeeeveririicnanns O USe a Slide TUIB. covseercnnsescansscssssescsrasasssascs O O ......... .O
Ortental cooneenencennreescacanns @) F Swim a mile without StOPPINg ...ccevecerrrriacrnnnncens O N O......... O
Other cccoveernnntiicecntoennens O Name the animal Phyla s.eescrercsceciarenensannsncosss (@ U o........0
) Religion i Your Pr t Desctibe the difference between stocks and bonds . ...... O ............. O ......... .O
14. Mark one in each mﬁh You Rue“‘i:::n Develop and print photographs (darkroom work). .. ccues.s O......... ves O......0
column below:  were Reated  Preference Bake a cake from Scratch (N0 MIXES) «eevereauussneronnen O o.......0
Protestanmt ............ O.vveennnn O Describe the personal freedoms guaranteed by
Roman Cathotic .« ..e.e.O.uvrrrrnnen.) O the Bl Of RIGNS «vevvravereneessneernensassennass (@ FUTT Q... @)
Jowish covvenne .......O ............. O Do at least 15 PUSH-UPS ccccvrunnsansessccascsccscsanss O ............. O O
Other «coveveennccanas O ............. O
NON@..ocesencrcancnsd o ------------- O 18. w"“' is your hes' guess as to 'he chcnces v“y Ve{y
that you will: (Mark one in each 1ow ) Good  Some  Little No
15. While attending high schooel, did you: (Mark one) Chance Chance Chance Chance
Date one steady girl itiend(boy friend)....... O Get married while in coliege? ............. eeeresennteees 0...0... 0.....0
Have a series of steady girl friends Get married within a year after college?...coveeevvencecnss O ...... .O ...... O ...... O
(DOY 151endS) «vuvuennncnnanreensns e Obtain an A-or better over-all grade point average?.......... O..... Q... .....O
Date a few different girls (boys), Change major field? «.oveensecescconscsscssccscsssosnnses O ,,,,,, O_,_ ,,,,, o ,,,,,, O
DUt nOne SEAGHY oevrnnrreeeeeenns el @) Change career cROICE? ... ueueeeniiencesnennrsnranees O....0.eus O...... O
Pretty much play the field «...eoveeernennses @) Fail ONe OF MOTE COUMSES? s eeeereeranestecsrsonsanssassans O..... DO..... DO @)
Ssidom or B P @) Graduate With hONOIS? ..vcveveceascrccrscnncsnsnsesesass O......0...... O...... @)
. Be elected to a student office?.....ceeevrveriesercecennses O ...... .O ...... .O ...... O
16. How many students in high school did you know Join a social fraternity, sorority, of club? ...ceueivarsenenns O...... O...... 0...... (@)
by their first names or nicknames? (Mark one) Author of co-author a published article? ......ooveeeneeenane O...... O...... O...... O
Sorless 6-10 11-20 21-50 51-100 101-200 more Be elected to an academic honor society? .....cvvevininenee o...... O ...... O ...... O
O O Participate in student protests o1 demonstrations? .......... O...... 0O...... 0...... O
How many of these students did you consider Drop out of this college temporarily (exclude transfersing)? .. .0O......0...... 0O.... NG
close friends? (Mask one) Drop out petmanently (exclude transferring)? .........o. vene .O ....... O ....... O...... O
6-10 11-20 21-50 51-100 101-200 more Transfer to another College before FrAGUANING? ve.vevserneses o.....0.....0....0

O rless
FRICG™ @0 0 0

IToxt Provided by ERI
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. A:::: ::leu::n' §R '5_.& 20. Mark only three responses, I
- 4‘? .f ; one in each column. 21. Below is a list of 66 different undergradvate major
£ 5,7 ..;él g é’ - ~Your probable career occupation. l fields grouped into general categories. Mark only
f£ 5’5 § : Your fathe:r's occupation. thtee of the 66 fields as follows:
c ,‘? S LS80 ( Your mothet’s occupation. .
Alabama ... ”8 o000 6 ' @ Fitst choice (your probable major field of study).
Alaska......... 000 . If vour fathes (or mother) is decease li (@ Ssecond choice.
:::;:r;:s """" 8 888 Nolft;al:eyindi::atr h(ls(her:l:as)t oc?:upationd.' (© The field of study which is least appealing to you.
Califomia ...... O 00O Accountant Of ACHIATY «eeeenes.. @E® || ARTS AND HUMANITIES PROFESSIONAL
Colorate .......0 OOO ACtor Of entertainer .....eennes.d @O ||  Architectuie........... O@®  teaitn Technology
comnecticut ....0 OOO AIChIteCt «.\ueneunenerennsnane 0e® English(literature) . ... @® (medical, dental,
Delaware....... O 000 ALISE verenvnnnnnnennnnnneend Oe® Fine ars voveeeeeenns '©]0lC) laboratory) .. .... .. ORE
D.C. vevecvnnse O 000 Business (Clerical).eeeesassasne OIGIE] History . ceonuvanneeee OeO NUrsSing «covevnees 0600
Florida .ovveees O 000 Business executive Joumalism(writing) .. RO) @@ Pharmacy.......... 0RO
Georgia........ O 000 (management, administrator) ....Q ®® Language (modern) ... @O Predentistty ...... 000
Hawaileeeeaoass O 000 l Business owner or proprietor ... ® @@ Language(other) ...... O] @@ Prelaw coseeneseess ool
18RO « v v vnnsne O 000 A Business salesman of buyer .....Q ©® MUSIC «vvenvenennenes 00 Premedical .......d olo]e
HIINOIS «eveneen O 000 Clergyman (minister, priest). ..... QE® PhiloSOphy...ceeeeees o]o]e) Preveterinary ..... folole)
Indiana .....0.. O 000 Clergy (other refigious) ......... Glc] Speech and drama ..... 0o © Therapy (occupat.,
lowa.....oe0ee O OO O Clinical psychologist......ceaus ® @@ Theology «coccececees @ @ @ physical, speech). @@ @
Kansas ........O o000 College teacher...cceevecccnces @@ Other...coveveencenes o @@ (4] 1) O) @ @
Kentucky ....... O O O O Computer programmer .....eceees @ @ @
Louisiana ...... O 000 Conservationist of forestes . ..... @®® || sioLoGICAL SCIENCE SOCIAL SCIENCE
Maine.......... 000 Dentist(including orthodontist) . Q60 Biology (general). .....QD @0 Anthropology. .... Rolelo
Maivland ....... O 000 Dietitian or home economist..... Qe® Biochemistry ......... lolele Economics........ foloje]
Massachusetts .0 OO0 ENGINeer..c.cvveeroccasannenes QEe6 BiophysiCS..ieuaaines ool Education ........ folele;
Michigan ....... Oo00 Farmer of 1aNChes «eeeeeoesesscns QO® || - Botany .............. 00 HIStoIy e e neesnans folela)
Minnesota ...... @) OO O Foreign service worker Z0010QY «evrcerecnnss @ @@ Political science
Mississippi..... O 00O (including diplomat) «....ee0ees ® e® Other...ooeenunnenees oleley {government,
MiSSOUTi .eeeees O 000 HOUSEWIf® « v veveverssonnnnrans QOO _ int. relations) ... D@ ©
Montana........ O 000 Interior decorator BUSINESS Psychology ....... folele)
Nebraska ...... O OO O (including designer) . .ceeevnees @ @@ Accounting....ccce0ee @ @@ Social WOIK ¢oeeeee .@@ @
Nevada ........ @) O O @) Interpretor (tansiator) ceieeeenss ® @@ Business admin....... ©) @ @ Sociology ceeeeeess @ ©)] @
New Hampshire O OO O Lab technician or hygientst ..... @ @@ Electronic data Other ...ceceeseee .@@ @
New Jersey ....0 OOO Law enforcement officer ...... Q0@ processing ......... olele, .
New Mexico....O QOO Lawyer (attorney) soeeeeeeesnsss QEe® Secretarial studies ....D @ © OTHER FIELDS
New York ...... O 000 Military service (career) ........ Qe Othel coovreesncrnsnes QR Agriculture ....... 00
North Carolina . O o000 Musician (performes, composer). . @ G . : Communications
North Dakota ... QOO || Nuse eevrevneveeiiinininnnns QO®®@ [| encineerine ' (radio, T.V., etc.) DO O
Ohi0eeeeevannes 0. 000 Optometrist . .ooueveeccccsannes QEW Aeronautical ......... 0O Electronics
Oklahoma ..ee.. O OO O PharmaciSt....ccvecseccccccncs ® @@ o] 1Y O@@ (technology) «.... @@@
Oregon...ee.vss O O O O PhySiCIaN . cveveresrncesesssnss @ @ @ Chemical ceeecvvenese @ @@ FOIsttY eoeneennes .@ @ @
Pennsylvania .0 000 School COUNSION . ceveereseerans QO® Efectrical......0ueens lolele Home economics ... D@ ©
Rhode Island .. O 000 School principal or superintmdmt@ GIC] Industrial ceoeveeanens Q @@ Industriat arts. .... .@@ ©
South Carolina. O O O O Scientific researcher ...cceveese ® ®® Mechanical..eeeoccces @@ @ Libtaty science ... .@ @ @
south Dakota ...0 QOO ||  social worker...oeeveeerees QOB || other..eeenennnnnne Q@O ity science ... DQ O
Tennessee ..... O 00O StAtiSticlan < vevevenrreensannns Qe® Physical education
Texas cooeveses O OO @) Theraplst (physical, PHYSICAL SCIENCE and recreation. ... -@@ @
Ut eeeeennnnn O 000 occupational, speech) «........ @O® || cremisy............ Q@®  other (technical) .. OO O
Vermont. . ...... O OOO|l Teacher (ctementary)....... ..Q@® || Eathscience ........ @@@©  othe (nontechnical DO ©
Virginla. ........ O OOO|l e (secondary).eennnnnnnne QO®® || Mathematics.......... Q@®  Undecided........ 000
Washington ..... O 000 “ Velerinarian ....eeeecenssnsses (V1G]C) Physics ....cooeennee olole)
west Virginia...O OQOO Writer of Journalist ceeseecsorees QO® Statistics .......c0nee lololo)
wisconsin ......0 QOO || skilled vades ....ccoreennne. QOO || oter....... PR olole,
88 8 Other..oereerarsonsecscocnnas 8
" Undecided ......neevecnsnnans ease be sure clicl e been
QOO ||  Laborer (unskllieq).......cvovoenee e® :,IO::’“,,_” that gy fisg ciclos hav beon matked o o8
OOO || semi-skilied worker....c.evveen.... ©®
000 Other 0CCUPALION. «vvvvrenssnsncene Gl
o000 Unemployed ....oeeeeseesonnncoane
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22.Below is o genera! list of things thot students sometimes do. . §
Indicate which of these things you did during the ast year in school. || 24. Indicote the importonce to you personolly of H g &
1t you engaged in an activity frequently, mark “F." s each of the following:(Mark one for each item ) = g s 8
If you engaged in an activity one ot mofe times, but > 5 - =828
not frequently, mark *'O"* (occasionally). Mark *‘N"" 5'\' §5 FIN § £
{not at all) if you have not performed the activity § 5 L3 Becoming accomplished in one of the performing arts {acting, & 2
during the past year. (Mark one for each item ) 1 ANCING, BLC.) +vvvverecrerernrnaressnsorerncnseressnssss @@

Voted n a student election «ooeecesvssscsnsnnssns
Came late t0 ClasS. .. vuoevevatntenttsnsecnsncns
Played a musical inSHUMENE «evveverrasnnnenannes
Studied in the 1iDIAIY cvuceeeessescrvrsnntsssnnnens
Checked out a book of journal from the school library
Anranged a date for another student c.ocevvecevneees,
Overslept and missed a class or appointment ........
Typed a homework assigrment . ccvvceroinsionsansns
Participated in organized demonstiations ..........
Failed to complete a homework assignment on time ..
Argued with a teacher in class .eovuvnnnnn
Was a guest in a teacher’s home ..eveevevvenncnnes
Rode 0n aMOLOICYCI® vuuevuovrossscosencosenssne
Slept or dozed in C1ass vevevvseiccscesnscssnacnns
Studied with other students ....coeveecencescnnnns
Did extra {unassigned) reading for 2 COUISE c.uvuaes
Took sleeping Pills couveecerersrescccsccsnnases
Tutored another student ....c.oeeceecernesssncnss
Played chess «ccocecsncsrsccstssssnsvassiocsnes
Saw a foreign MoVie.sseceesrcoeseccnsssnsnnssnes
Yook a tranguitizing pill ceeeeevveccrennncnrnnnncss
Discussed reLIRION ouvvuoerssescesscenscossnsnns
Took VItamiNSeeeeeenvecesnssssesconoassnsasees
Visited an art gallery Or MUSEUM . oo vuensasssssssnes
Took a trip of more than 500 miles «eveeeeerrnanes
Got a traffic ticket.eooeescnvscerscsroraessnennn
Missed school because of IliNeSS «cucsvecresnnnans
Smoked cigarettes ...ouivuiieicccriennrrornrnaens
Discussed POIItICS.covvuesessessiscssnssesnensnss
Played tennis ccvoseerrrssssecsnssscsssssssnenes
Diank DBEl e vevssernosnuensonsssssssescsssnnssns
Played bidge e cvvevvnreneseossessserssesnnsnens
Discussed SPOMS covervevrecsrrccnsssosnssrsnsned
Asked a teacher for advice after Class..c..covevesess
Had vocationat counseling ...ocoeevissrnnniivannns
Sta"y‘edupaHnighl...............................

lo1010IOOIOIOIOIOIOTOTOICIOIOTOIOIOTO I

.
. .

OOl ICIOIOIOIVIOIOIOIOIOIOIO)

PREREOOOOVOOOOOOOOROOPOOOOOOOBOOOOOOO .
lelolelolelelalalelelalalelelolelolslelalelelalelelelalolalelolalelelalor™

23. Indicats the importance to you per-

sonally of the following persons or ° e >
events in your decision to enroll in - s 5‘ s f N 6\6
this college. (Mark one for each item ) §~§ §§ &

N

Parent of other relative .....cceernese
High school teacher or counselor.......
Friends attending this college .o.eve0es
Graduate or other representative from
thiscollege eovveeinnvsrnosnnropecss
Professional counseling or college
placement SIVICe . ..ouvrroaseresenes
Athletic program of the college ........
Other extracurricular activities ........
Social tife of the college....cuoesense
Opportunity to live away fiom home.....
Academic seputation of the college .....
Most of the students are like me «soe0ee
tious affiliation.ccoevscvecrensene

00

00

@)

O
O

O

00000000

coenes

00000

ceven ceosen

elelele

O 000

ofeleloleletolele

Q |
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Becoming an authority on a specia! subject in my subject field . @
Obtaining tecognition from my colleagues for conttibutions in my
special field v.uuveeerrennseces
Becoming an accompiished musician (performer or composer) ...
Becoming an expert in finance anNd COMMEICE ceovevrvrrinrcens
Having administrative responsibility for the work of others ...,
Being very well-off financially «..veevavneses
Helping others who are in dIFFICUIY v veeueerrnnenneennnenns
Participating in an o1ganization like the Peace Corps of Vista..
Becoming an outstanding athlete...ccouuvcevacservccnseaness
Becoming a cOmMUNity leader «veooevrcscserrrasnnncosnnssns
Making a theoretical contribution 10 SCience....euverovesncene
Writing original works (poems, novels, short stories, etc.)......
Never being obligated to people oveevereereesvosccsonssnnns
Creating artistic work (painting, sculpture, decorating, etc.) ...
Keeping up to date with political affails cevesercarecrsnsenees
Being successful in a business of My OWN .eveevacvacorensess
Developing a meaningful philosophy of life...ecveesereasesens

(wlololololoiolvlvlolol VIl Olo)
©OOORRONOVNVVLRY ©
OO0 EEOO® s,
QOROROPOPOOOPORD OB,

tts Ave.. N.W. Washi

25.

Agree strongly

Mcrk one in ) Agree somewhat . I
eoch row: Disagree somewhat 2 g § 5
Disogree strongly § & 8 -
T 8 & &

Coliege faculty are more competent.than are students '? '? a8 ol

to specify the cuulculumOOOO
The activities of marrie men are best confine

to the holme and famllydmhedo.o.oo
Parents should be discouraged from having large

LEY 1T SN @ I © Y O TN ¢

Coli=ges would be improved if organized sports were

de-emphasized........cevivrenssnnnnncsnssnscsnssQeed 3 B0 O

Scientists should publish their findings regardless
of the possible consequences....ovrusreesserssssesee e Ot O

Realistically, an individual person can do little to
bring about changes in our $0ciely «vvvevvennnene...0...0L OO

The chief benefit of a college education is that it '
increases one's eaning power TN © T © TI © INO |

My beliefs and attitudes are similar to those of most
other college studentS..ceeococssvesscssnsaseseces
Faculty promotions shouid be based in part on
student evaluations ....eeveviceccsssccctcascnscns

Student publications sheuld be cleared by
college Officials . ooveeeeeeernresseacervsnnsennsne

G
O
Women should be subject t0 the draft .........ueere . Qs
The voting age should be lowered to 18 ..............Q
College officials have the right to ban persons

with extreme views from speaking on campus ....... O
Students from disadvantaged social backgrounds should

be given preferential treatment in coliege admissions: O...0...0...0

Most college officials have been too lax in dealing -
with student protests on campus OOOO

1015 South 6th Street Mpls., Minn. 55415
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AMERICAN COUNCIL ON EDUCATION
ONE DUPONT CIRCLE
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20036 JULY, 1971

tf there are any errors in the address label to the left, mark this circle -0
and enter your correct name and address in the spaces balow.

HEEEEESEEEEEERENEAEEEE

Your Lest Name First Nam nit.

ARNANNARANIRENNERERNEERY
Dear Member of Qur Survey Panel: City & State Zip Code
When you first entered college in 1967, you completed a brief information form [C_MAKE NO MARKS HERE
indicating your educational and career plans. That was the first part of a nationwide survey POOOO[|[0PPO 0O O ‘
of what happens to people-after they enter college. Now that you have had some college 16Y001010|BloXo Yo Yoo X0)
exverience, we should greatly appreciate your completing this brief questionnaire and re- 0000|0000 06
turning it to us in the enclosed envelope. We are interested in your responses even if you
attended college for only a very short time. The information you provide will be coded so O1OJOIOIO] R [CRONOROJOXE)
that you will remain anonymous, and will be used for research purposes only, with your olololololl [oXoJoXoXoX o)
responses held in strict professional confidence. Since we are following up only a limited oloJolololR{cXoXoXcXoXE)
sample, your participation is very important. Thank you. PPEEE|I|IOEO®O® G
Sincerely yours, 0]0]0]0]0] BIO) @ Q000
w Wik |00000( 000006
Logan Wilson, President @©©©© 1 (OACACHCLCXC)

DIRECTIONS: Your responses will be read by an automatic scanning device. Your careful observance of these few simple rules
will be most appreciated:
Use only black lead pencil {No. 2% or softer). Erase cleanly any answer you wish to change.
Make heavy black marks that fill the circle completely. Make no stray markings of any kind. Yes No
. EXAMPLE : Will marks made with ball point pen or fountain pen be properly read? O ‘

1. Please indicate which of the fol- 2. Who will be your employer this fall? Whom do you 3. Which of the following job
lowing applied to you during the expect to be your long-run career employer? activities do you expect to be
period, Jan.—June, 1971, and which (Mark as many as apply) : doing:
you expect to apply during the per-
iod, Sept.—Dec., 1971. (Mark as During Long-run A. i.n the fatl of 19712
many as apply) Fil,  Caresr | B. in your long-run career?

Jan.. Sep.- 1971 Employer . Jo. - :
dune Dec. |  Government: : — "(Mark as many as apply)

Attending college, full Federal {incl. military) . . ., ... ...... O O -

time {undergraduate) . . . . O O Stateandlocal ................ O O . )
Attending college, part : Education: ’ ' -~ it .

time {undergraduate) ., . , . C o Preschool and/or kindergarten. . . . .. .. O O Fall, Longrun
Attending graduate school . . O O Elementary schoo! .. .. .cvovveuen o O 1971 Career
Having a temporary coflege Junior highschool .. ............ O O

interruption lillness, etc.) . . O O . Senior highschool . ............. O O Teaching . ... .. @
Attending night school, Junior or community college . ....... O O ' )

adult education ..., ... O O Four-year college ov university . .. .... O O Research .. .. .. ®
Attending a schoo! other than Other non-profit organizations: .

a college or university . , . . O O Hospital, dinic, . .. ... ...... e O O Administration, . @
Working part time . ... .. O O Social welfare or community agency. . . . O O
Working full time . . .. . .. O O Church . .. i v v ittt ittt anns O O Sales. . ...... 4 @ '
In military service, Other non-profit organization. . . . .. .. O O

activeduty . . ........ O O Business, industry and services: Service. to clients
Being a housewife. . . . ... O O Selfemployed.. . ... .. ... O O or patients . . . @
Being unemployed, looking . Small company (up to 1000 empioyees) . . O O

forajob ........... O O Large company (more thar 1000 employeeslo O None of the above
eing unemployed, not Other {incl. student, housewifel. . . .. .... @) le.g., studying,

O kingforajob ... ... O O None fdo not plan to work). .« ..o ... .. O O homemaking). . &

E119




4,

What is your probable career

occupation? (Mark one)

O Accountant or actuary

O Actor or antertsiner

QO Architect

QO Artist

QO Business (clerical)

O Business executive .

O Business owner or proprietor

O Business salesman or buyer

QO Clergyman (minister, priest}

QO Clergy (other religious)

QO Clinieal psychologist_

QO Coltege teacher

O computer programmer

Q) Conservationist or forester

O Dentist (inctuding orthodontist)

O Dietitian or home economist

- Engineer

O Farmer or rancher

'Q Foreign Service worker
{including diplomat)

O Housewite

O Interior decorator/designer

QO Interpreter (transistor)

O Lab technician or hygienist

O Law enforcement officer

O Lawyer (attorney)

O Military service (caresr)

O Musician (performer, composer)

O. Nurse

O Optometrist

O Pharmacist

Q Physician

O School counselor

O School principal/superintendent

O scientific researcher

O Social worker

- O Statistician

O Therapist (physical,
accupational, speech)

O Teecher (elementary)

Q Teacher (secondary)

O Vetarinarian

O wiriter or journalist

O skilled trades

QO other

O Undecided

ERI

Where will you most likely
be living and working in the
fall of 19717 (Mark one in

each column) b,
"*’»2‘ 7%
Onafarm .......... @@

Inasmall town . ...... o®
in a moderate or lerge

size town or city ... .4 @ @
in a metropolitan ares,

contral city. . . .. ... o®
Q- metropolitan area,

lC‘urb ........... o®

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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6. How importarit are each of the following
reasons for your career choice?
{Mark one in each row)

0%.
b.""?" '/%' P
N
20,100, %,,
Nrp ¥,
Job openings are generally available . .. ... ... @ @ @
| enjoy working with the kind of
people involved . . . . . e e e e e e @ @ @
This is a well-paying career .. ........... @ @@
Persons in this career are less vulnerable
10 MlItary Service. . . .. oot v it et ea Ve
This choice satisfies my parents’ hopes .. ... .. @@ @
| feel this enables me to make an important
contribution té sociery . . ... .. ... ... @ @ @
There are opportunities for rapid career
advancement . . . . . v v v i e s e e e e e @ @ @

There are opportunities for freedom of action. . . .

7. How have you financed your college and living
expenses as an undergraduate? If you plan to
attend graduate schoof, how do you expect to
finance it? (Mark as many as apply)

”,
G,
ey, %

Sources % %
Support from your parents .. .. ... ... ... @ @
Support from your Spouse. . . . . ... . .b ..o @ @
Federal scholarship, fellowship, orgrant . . . ... | @ @
State scholarship, fellowship,orgrant . . . . ... .@ @
Other scholarship, fellowship, or grant. . . ... . | @ @
Federalloan .. .. .......... e @ @
Otherloan . . v v 00 v s e e e © @
College work-study program. . . . ... ...... @ @
Research assistoantship. . . ... ......000... ©® ©
Teaching assistantship” , , . . . . @ @
Employrﬁem ....................... @ @
Other sources (savings, etc.) . . ... ... ...... © ©

8. Which of the following have you done since entering

coliege in 19677 (Mark as many as apply)

Gotmarried . . v v v v vy e e e e O
Changed major field. . . .. ... ..vuerennnn.n .. @)
Changed career €hoice . . . . . v v v v v v s n v i v u v s s O
Failed ONE OF MOTE COUMSES . + . « v v o v s v a0 v v s v u O
Graduatedwith konors . . .. .. ... iun o O
Was efected to a student office . « . .. ... v h ..., O
_Joined a social fraternity, sorority,orclub. . .. ... ... O
“4Authored or co-authored a published article . . . . ... .. O
Was elected to an academic honor society. . .. . .. ... O
Participated in student protests or demonstrations, . . . . O
Dropped out of céllene temporarily
{exclude transferring) . . , . ........ P O
Dropped out of college permanently . . ... ........ O
Transferred to another college before '
greduating . . .. i e e ey O

9. What is the highest degree you now hold

and what are your future degree plans?
{Mark one in each column)

20842 N

& %' %

o % %

«f’q? ”

RAC )
40 1’9)'?,9 ); 9)6,

Mone . .......c0cv0un © @
Associate {or equivalent)

(AA. AS.etc) ........ OICIC)G)
Bachelor’s Degree {A.B.,

B.A. BS.etc) . ........ olelele)
Master's Degree (M.A.,

MS.,eteh .. ... ... ®e ©©
Ph.D.orEdD. «...v..... P®eO0O
M.D., D.DS., D.VM. or D.0... @@ O ®
LL.B. or 4.D. (Law). . . . . ... ®@eO0O
B.D. {Divinity). . . . .\ . .. .. @O
Other . . . ... v i e, @ @ @ @

10.

How often have you discussed vocational
and career plans or a possible change in
major fiedd with each of the following
persons? (Mark one in each row)

Counselor in non-university agency .
Person employed in my intended

0,

‘},920%' 4
9'),/:"%%9’
Collegeadvisor. . . . . .-« ... RICIV)
Academicdean. . .. ... ... ® @ @
Residence hall counselor. ... .. . ® @ @
Guidance counselor . . .. ... ... @ @ @
Friend. . . .. ...... e RIRIV)
Professor or instructor . . . .. ... ® @ @
Placement counselor or director. . . ® © ®
Family member OF spouse . . . . . . RIOI0]
Dean of men or women . . .. ... RICIO)
®e0®
oO®
oO®

OlQ)

1.

What was your undergraduate grade-point
average for the entire time you attended
college? {Mark one in each column)

4 4
4 %"’%,%

""4 6j°¢'r
3.75-400(AorAH) . ... ®
325-3.74 (A-orB+). . . .. ®
275-3.24(8) . ........ &
2.25-274(B-or C+} , .. . . ®
1.95-224(C) . . ....... ®
1.25-1,74 (C-or D+) . . . . . ®

Less than 1,25 {D or less). . . @



12. Below is a list of 66 different academic fields
grouped into general categories. Mark only
three of the 66 fields as follows:

@ Current or last undergraduate mnior field of study

@ Current or last undergraduate minor field of study

@ Graduate major field (complete it you are enrolled, or plan
to enroll, in graduate studies; otherwise, omit)

Professional

@ @ @ Health Technology
{medical, dental,
laboratory)

@ @ Nursing

@ @ Pharmacy

@ @ Predentistry

@ @ Prelaw

@ @ Premedical

(D @ @ Preveterinary

O) @ © Therapy loccupat.,

physical, speech)

@ @ @ Other

Social Science
(D @ @ Anthropology
(D @ @ Economics
(D @ @ Education
(D @ @ History
(D @ @ Political science
‘ {government,
int. relations)
Business @ @ © psychology
(D @ @ Accounting (D @ @Social work
@ @ @ Business Admin. (D @ @Sociology
@ @ @ Electronic Data (D @ @ Other
Processing
® ® © secretarial studies Other Fields
® @ © Other ® @ @ Agriculture
' ‘ @ @ @ Communications
{radio, T.V., etc.)
(D @ @ Electronics
{technology)
(D @ @ Forestry
@ @ @ Home economics
@ @ @ Industrial arts
@@ Library science
@ Military science
© Physical education
and recreation

®
®
@ © Other (technical)
®
®

Arts and Humanities

@ @ @ Architecture

® @ © English (literature)
(D@ @ Fine arts

@ @ @ History (D
® @ © Journalism {writing ®
® ® © Language {modern} . 4 ®
@@ © Lenguage {other) ®
@ @ @ Music (D
@ @ @ Philosophy

@ @ @ Speech and drama
(D @ @ Theology

@ @ @ Other

Biological Science

@ @ @ Biology {(general)
(D @ @ Biochemistry

(D @ @ Biophysics

(D @ @ Botany

® @ © zoology

O @ © Otrer

Engineering

@ @ @ Aeronautical
OO civi

@ @ @ Chemical

O @O Eiectrical
@ @ @ Yndustrial
@ @ @ Mechanical
G @@ other

Physical Science

(D @ @ Chemistry

@ @ @ Earth Science
@ @ @ Mathematics
@ @ @ Physics

@ @ @ Statistics
@@ © Other

© Other (nontachnicall
© Undecided

Qe 06000

Please be sure that only three circles have been marked in
\l)‘ _ the above [ist.
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13. Mark one in
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Agrea strongly
Agree somewhet

eech row: Disagree somewhet 4, 0.
Disagree stronply ‘b:\ “l\.
Jﬂ}ﬁ
College faculty are more compoten{ than are students ’b"%. O:E»Of LA

to specify the curriculum ... ... e e e e cenn OOOO
The activities of married women are best confined to

the home and family . . . .......... [ OOOO
Parents should be discouraged from having large families . . . . O O O O
Colleges would be improved if organized sports were '

de-emphasized . . .. .... .. S e et e e e e OOOO
Scientists should publish their fmdlngs regardless

of the possible consequences. . . . .. ........ Ve e
Realistically, an individual person can do little to

bring about changes inoursociety . . ... ... ... ..
The chief benefit of a college education is that it

INCreases ONe’s @arNiNG POWET . . . v v v v v v v 0 o s s o s s s s
My beliefs and attitudes are similar to those of most -
. other people my age . .. .. e et e e
Faculty promotions should be based in part on student

.0000

Student publications should be cleared by college officials . . . O O OO
Women should be subject to the draft . .. .. e e . O OO O
College officials have the right to ban persons with extreme

views from speakingoncampus . ........ e e e OO O O
Students from disadvantaged social backgrounds should be

Bvaluations . . 4 . . v v e s e ey
.

given preferential treatment in college admissions . . . .. .. OOOO
Most college officials have bean too lax in dealing

with student protests ON CAMPUS + + 4 + o v s s s s v o s o s s OOOO
Open admissions (admitting anyone who applies} shouid

be adopted by all publicly-supported colleges . .. ...... o000

Even if it empioys open admissions, a college should

award degrees based on the same performance }

standards for all students . , . .. .... ... L0000
Open admissions is a good idea because it equalizes

opportunitias for higher education . . . . ......... e OOOO
Open admissions is okay, but the studants who have high

school deficiencies or poor marks should attend separate

colleges . . .

S I I N N R I I I SN S

O 00 O 000 O

000 O O O .00 O 000 O
000 O O O 00O O 000 O
Q00 O O O OO0 O 00O O

Open admissions is a good idea because it offers many
StUeNS BCHANCE + o o ¢ v o o v v s o s o v s v o n s oo s oo,
Open admissions lowers :he_value of adegree .........
Open admissions lowers the reputation of a college . ... . . ..
Open admissions discourages applications fzom outstanding
high school graduates.
A student’s grades should not be revealed to anyone off
campus without his consent . . .

Students should be more militant in defending their interests . .
Students who disrupt the functioning of-a coliege shoutd
be expelled or suspended . ... ., .40 i i e
Much of what is taught at college is irrelevant to what
is goingon in theoutside world . ... .............
Most faculty are strongly interested in the academic
problemsofundefgraduates.. .o C et e e
Colleges should be actively engaged in solving
social problems .......

O

Most rules governing student behavior &t college are sensible .
Most professors don’t do much to earntheirpay ... ... .

<

000 O
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14..Indicate the impartance to you Q::'.,% N NOTE: IF YOU ARE (OR PLAN TO BE AT ANY TIME} AN ELEMEN.
personally of each of the following: % or, TARY OR SECONDARY SCHOOL TEACHER, PLEASE ANSWER THE
{Mark one for each item) e%:‘ 205 20, FOLLOWING ITEMS. (Otherwise, 'you have finished; plesss return
Becoming accomplished in one of the performing erts l‘ry‘o;’%?‘q, your questionnsirs in the envelope provided. Thank you.)

{acting, dancing, 81}, . oo v o v i i e PRe

Becoming an authority on a special subject in my subject field . . , ® QLee 17A. When do you plan (or hope) to start teaching?

Obtaining recognition from my colleagues for contributions (Mark one) )
in my special field . .............. e (Glololy) "1 have eiready started on a full-time job [skip to item 18} . . . .0
Becoming an accomplished musician {performer or composer). . . . @@@@ | have already started on a part-time job {skip to item 18} . . . .
Becoming an expert in finance and commerce , . . ... ... ... [TISIY) This year, on afull-time basis . . . ... ....000000...
Having administrative responsibility for the work of others . . . . .. e This year, on 3 part-time Basis . . . . .. vv v vr s st e @)
Being very well-off financielly. . . ................... @@ @@ inonetothreevears. . ............... e O
Helping others who ere in difficulty . . ... . ... ... .. v vu @@@@ Sometimelater. ............ P O
Participating in an orgenization like the Peace Corps or Vista . . . . @@ @ ®
Becoming an outstanding athlete . . . ........... .. ..., ®0GE B. Have you applied for a teaching position? (Mark one)
Becoming a community leeder . . . . v v e b bbb b a s @ @ @ ® Yes, to one school system and received a contract . ., .. ...
Making a theoretical contribution to science . .. .......... @@ @ @ Yes, to more than one school system and received a contract . . O
Writing original works (poems, novels, short stories,etc.) . . .. .. @@@@ Yes, to one school system, but received no contract .. .. ..
Nevsr being obligated to peopla . . .« oo v v v vt v v e v n. @@ @@ Yes, to more than one school system, but received no contract . O
Creating artistic work {painting, scufpture, decorating, etc.}) . . . . . @@ @ ® No, because | am not yetqualified ................
Keeping up to date with political affairs . .7 ............ @@@@ No, because | know that teaching jobs are SCArCE .. ... ... o
Being successful ina businessof myown ., . .. ........... @@ @@ " No, for other reasons . ....... e et O
Developing a meaningful philosophy of life. . . . .......... @@@ @
Having opportunitiet to be original and creative . .. .. ...... ®Ve® 18. How long a teaching career do you anticipate? (Mark one)
Having a nablé, $8CUTE FUTUFG + + o & « o o ¢ 0 v o0 0 0 0 0 o v s s o @@@@ Lessthantwo years. . . . . ...« ../ S e b O
Being free from supervisioninmy work. . . . .. ..., .. ... . @@@@ Twotofivevaars., . ........o...: C i ae e O
Having opportunities to be useful to society . .. .. [ P @@ @ @ More than five years, but not the rest of my working life. . . .. O
Having a chance to exercise leadership. . . . ....... e Ve Most of my working life. . . . . e e e O
Living and working in tha world of ideas . . . .. ...... ....00600 ' '
Working with péople rather than things . . . . .. .......... OO 19. Which of the following kinds of pupils do you expect to be
Avoiding 8 high-pressure job. . . . . v v v v v v v v v i s v v s s @ (®) (OI0)] in the majority of those you teach on your first job? Which
would you most prefer to teach? {Mark one in each column)
15. How many college credit hours of work have you had in the Expect - Prefer
following subjects? (Mark one in each row) Yo Teach Yo Teach
: White/Caucasian . . . . . . ... v v 0nn.s @
4’0,') Black/Negro/Afro-American . . . . ... ... @
4.0 28 4,,‘ American Indian. . . . .. .. o 0. @

Physical sciences. . ... .........
Biological sciences. . . .. ... ...
_ Mathematics . . .............,.

Other . ..o i ittt et @

Dontknow . . . ..o v i v i i nnnens @

5

§.

>

i

!

g

:

®
olofelolotelolo

Arts and humanities. . . . ........
Education . .....0 00 i v
Elementary school practice teaching . . o
Secondary school practice teaching . . . O

000000
00000000 "

20. Which_of ths following kinds of pupils are you trained to
teach, expect to teach, prefer to teach, and feel prepared
to teach? (Mark as many as apply)

00000000<"
00000000+ —
00000000 ¥
00000000 ¢

. . . . & & ¢ *”\9"&
16. Undergraduate education in America would be improved if: A f
{Mark as many as apply) @ ® @ © Mentaily retarded children -
All courses were elective. . . .. ... ..ot v v e en e e e e O ® @ ® ® Physically handicapped children
Grades were abolished . . .. .. oo v v v v v nsnnn e e O ® @ @ @ Emotionally disturbed children
Course v{mr_k were more relevant to eonlom:}orary life and problems . . . O @ @ @ ® Exceptionally brigkt children
More attention were paid to the emoticnal growth of students . . .. .. O @ @ . ® @ Highly creative children
Students were required to spend a year in community service in ® @ ® ® Sorcially/economically disadvantaged children
the U.S. or abroad . . .. ..... e e e @) @ ® ® ©®silingusl children
Tha college were governed completely by its faculty and students . . . . . O ® @ ® ’ ® Preschool children
There ware less emphasis on specialized training and more on ®@ ® ® O®aduss
r-—adliberéleducation..................,.'.._ ....... O @ @ @ @Noneoftheabove
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APPENDIX B
Selected Responses of 1967 Freshmen to the
Freshman Questionnaire,
by Sex, Age, and Type of Institution

in Which Originally Enrolled
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