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ABSTRACT ‘ ‘

" Four. general hypotheses coqcernlng the sources of a
unlver51ty students* poélitical attitudes are presented and evaluated -

~in this paper. A cross-sectional survey of Amerlcan male Harvard:

~'Un1ver51ty graduate students was conducted with a guestlonnalre

‘deallng with attitudes toward Umited States involvement in Vietnam.

- Responses were analyzed by computer and relevant statistical tests
wvere used to verify each hypothesis. The‘flndlngs contribute to -the
understanding of the determinants of political attitudes and to the
understanding of the relatlonshlp between students? polltlcal““‘.

-‘attitudes and their general values. An appendix ‘includes tables of
data complled in the study. (SHN) :
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2 ‘Deterninants of University Students' Political Attitudes = .
EL or Demythologizing Cammis Folitical -Activisnl
£9 . [ o o ,
38 Dr, Roger L, Riffer, Lelioyne Collsge -~ -~ .. .
%3 . Wny is 1t that numbers of Amex:

rican ﬁniveréify students 2t prestige
.institutions tend to express‘ﬁolitiéal attitude; which inaicéte st:dﬁély
‘negativq;feelings tpwéfdiéovernﬁegtal-policies? fﬂ hgmbei of,explahations
,ha?eibeeh Sﬁggesfed (seé,for ekampie; Halleck, 1968?;. Howevér,'sciéhtif

ic

” P . Lo : : . .
evidence has: rarely provided the basis for these suggestions., Hence, this

rerer's objective is'to.piesent a critical ewaluation of four genexal
hypotheses concerning the sources of university student's political atti-
tudes, _
political attitudes are:
s Hewcomb),” Acivally, ‘almost every-

A first general hyéofhesis is that studenté"
'_ determined directly by tﬁeir'parénfc.s_ (of
_one agrees t‘nét pt;,‘ren'ts ‘havrf.a_ a strong impact upon their children's 'ﬁlifical -
sécialization; fﬂguever, there are ai least_tthe‘a;iernaiiVé £déé$ aboﬁf
‘Whét itiié.that ;arén£s @o‘ﬁhgt‘éauSes their chiidren;to develbp negative

—

feelings toward their government;‘ S ST
- Farents ére?frequeniiy said}ﬁg be 100 .1ax and permissive, allowing

their sons and daughters to "go to pot." Such. pernissiveness is seen as.

¥

'spoiliﬁg‘the childxen; turning them-into‘bratish urstarts who feel 1it£le

respecﬁ for}authority inclﬁdiné that of their'goveinment.
Alternatively, parents are also frequently said to be so strict end

moralistic that when their.sons and daughters go off to college and get

"1 fThis taper is tased on work done in partial fulfillment of require-
nents for the dggreé,of Doctor of Iducation, Harvard University while on an
ESEA 'Research Training Fellowship, In addition, the Leziloyne College Faculty




: away from home for the first time, they burst forth in "adolescent rebel-
lion." Hence, in attempting to free themselves from their ;arents"'.
authority, students become frustrated W1th every authority, again includ-
' ing their governnent |

A third alternatlve is that students tend to share the political atti-

'tudes of their parents revardless of the other values their parents have &

cm;hasized If this reasoninb is correct, then univer31ty students are

simply more v*sible than their parents.' If one were- to put their parents

: to:ether on a university campus, then they would also oe strongly negative
~in thelr feelings toward governmental policies. Cam;ms political activism .

is simply the consequence of the fact that universities draw their students

from families that are nnrepresontative of society at large.'

A second general hypothe51s stems from certain ideas developed by
Richard Flacks. ln his art:cle, "The Liberated Generation- An Explora-
ticn of the Roots of Student Protest" (l967% Placks sugsests that a major,
determinant of. students' pol tical att:tudes is +he extent to which the :
"values emrhasxzed in the students' homes while they were growing up tend

to mesh with the values of the "domirant occupational spnere." Flacgs

bases his reasoning on Parsons who said~'

. Subconscious subcultures and movements amono adolescents tend to ‘

develop when there is a sharp disjunction between the values and.
expectations embodied in the traditional families in a society
and the values and expectations prevailing\in the occupational

sphere (196?. P. 59).

;'Parsons was referring to a phenomenon he found 1r several "developing"r
"'nations- Flacks argues that it s to be found in "developed" natiors as
well, he writes that,. because of the increased affluence of the United

Y

States ‘and because of other historlcal reasons such as wider access to

-




’lhigher education ‘and the influence of such men as Dr. opock there has

been emerging a new subculture among American upper-middle .class families.

‘ :This new subculture is characterized by its emnhaSis on certain familial

5

relationships and bas*c humane values. In ;articular,.'

(a) a stronc emphaSis on denocratic, egalitarian interpersonal
relations : - 0_.c- . »

Cb) a high degree of perrissiveness with respect to self-reﬂu
la.tion o . .

( ) an emphaSis on values other than achieveﬂent' in particu]ar,
‘& stress on the intrinsic worth of living up to intellectual,
aesthetic, political, or religious. ideals (1967, D, 60)

These family relationships and emphases Flacks suggests, produce students
il

who hold values t!at differ from and conflict With the values of the Ameri—

can occupational sphere. S U ' _v )

-

Our view (is) of the student movement as an expression. of deep

discontent felt by certain types of high-.status youth as they
“confront the incongruities between the values represented by -
the authority and ‘occutational structure of the larger society
and the values inculcated by their iamilies and peer cul*ure.

(196?. P. ?2)

A third general hypothesis stresses the interrelation between students = ’

Aand‘the government itself Similar %o "the idea that parents have-spoiled

their children, this aSSertion is that students oppose all governmentaﬂ :

poliCies that make demands upon them. For example, students oppose mili-

;'tary policy in Vietnam, not as a matter of principle, but Simply because

they .are laZy or cowardly and’ hence do not want- to fulfill their nilitary

»'obligation. “According to this reasoning, students who . face the prospect of

‘being drafted Lould tend to be ‘more negative in their attitudes toward

gOVernmental poliCies than-woula students who for whatever reasons are not
B L - - N e .

.facing that prospeCt'._ o
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And a fourth veneral hypothesis is based on an’ 1dea popu\lar in some

.circles, ramely, that there are agents withing the university settinfr who
‘ 1

CL Qinfluence the attitudes of the students, creating thelr anti-oovernmental

political attitudes.- Depending uron who is advocating this idea these.

;'agents are said to be 1) faculty, 2) fellow students, and/or 3) outS1de

;agitators. If this idea is correct then oneswould expect that as stu-

dents spend time under the inIluence oi these agents, i ey 35 they spend

time at the unlver51ty, thcy would become increa51ngly neﬂative toward

governmental policies.

”ethOd Ly
f"' . .

it R _“l - q‘ach of these 1deas was framed as a hypothe51s and operationally

"'defined Then a cross-sectional survey was conducted wrth a questionnalre.
“Rcsponses were analyz ed by computer and relevant statlstical tests were _"“

i \__l . used to. verify ‘each hypothesis.

Sample _ _ .
The data were c*athcred February 12-16 1968 by a poll o? the American

‘male Harvard Univer31ty students enrolled in the Craduate Schools of uduc-’
'] ation, Divinity, Law, Arts and Sc1ences, and “ngineering and. A*)pl"ed

,Sciences. -Altogether,.lOBh American male students (approrinatelv 2%%) 1 S

came to one of the seven polling booths and filled out the questionnaire.-

. (American ’emales and foreign students were omitten because of suspected
'differences from American males in the sources of their political attitudes. :
: Clearly the respondents to this poll do not constitute a random
‘-a : L sample of all university students. hence, the conclu51ons reached in this

paper are tentative. Nevertheless, the subJects do represent an important




“and hlghly vislble segment of ‘one uniVer81ty s populatlon.z ‘ _‘“.”’ft

Results

The polltlcal attltude selected for thls study was 2 ;artlcularly

P jsallent one at the time: response to Unlted States 1nvolvement in South

-JVietnam. Factor analysls of 23 dlfferent 1tems related to United States

v a

’involvement in Vletnam ylelded a 81nvle dlmenslon (see Appendix)
e o . - . .
A, Parents

The data strongly ‘support the hypothesls that fathers polltlcal at-

_'titudes deternine the attitudes of their sons . toward overnmental p011c1es

"

Com;ared to a natlonal sample of al’ graduate students (AC?J 1969)

' "-includlns masters' candidates and students in the benerally nore conserva-

tive areas of health' (nedicine, etc,) and business, the sample in this

study was somewhat more left of center, more Jewish and less Roman Catho- .

lic, less supportive of Nixon compared to a Denocratic Fresidential candi-

BN datc, and from fzmilies with somewhat 5reater years of. schoollnﬁ for each

Inrcnt (see tables beloW). »
STUDENT POLITICAL ORIE:TATION FOR A HEARVARD
’ ' SANPLT" AMD A NATIO AL AT"PIE

. e . ——

- Students' Political Orientation -

¥ - Left = Hoderate - Right' . Total

Harvard . 56% 2% 1 < 100%
National. =~ = = . bz 26% -28% 1007
» pifference . > '111% oo 3% . 13%
STUDENTS'" FRESIDENTIAL PREFERENCE -~ = . . . - *
| f« - Nixon Hnmpnreya> Johnson™ " Meither . Total .
CHarvard . . 9% - ks U 350 1008
National 353 B R 174 10058

2 The Harvald sample colleci in February, 1068, natched leon versus
Johnson, the national sample, collected in 1969, matched hlson versus
Humphrey. :




s'such as those related to Vietnam (gamma_é' 23. <. 0001- see Table 1)

- The more liberal the father s po1itica1 point of view (according to his

| ‘cies tend to be "dov1sh " Of the respondents W1th “very, 11bera1 fathers, i

: -~ Father's poiijicdl point;of viéw .
_ Vxetn R : . '
. ‘predis-" S ' _ - -
rposxt;on'f . Very = = " - Middle ; .
conserv- Conserv~ ¢ 410 Liberal  Very Total
atlve . gtrve " road . liberal )
Least - L o " o
Somewhat - e ~ e B o o
dovish 29.8 - 252 2131 . 235 130 225
Dovish . 20.2° 243 226 208 30,5 26,0
" Most L o S - P
dovish. 18.1 104241 . 252 43,7 - 2500
ral 10005 | 100.0% 100,05 100,08  100.0% 100.0% -
N "Jrﬁi o222 199_  238 151 004

SOn), the more hlS son's response toward the government s Vletnam poli-

L4zt were among the most dov1sh quartlle (c0m;area to 18% of the respgn-

“dents with very conservatlve fathers) mhereas 19& were4among'the'least

Inntc?l

- STUDENT'S VIETNT ~PREDISPOS ITTO\ BY
. HIS xATHI"'S POLIlICAL POINI‘O. vzsa

cni—sqdd;e+= 57.7 / 1z'a £., @ .0001).

. . .
%A nxgher rcan score zndzcates a rore "dovzsh' Vze.nam predzsposz-

t.ton.



. political a'ttitudes.

'pondence) of student ' bhasic occupational values with the values of the

'!dominant occupational sphere, ten occu;ational values were measured (from.

dovish quartile (compared with 327 of the sons of very conservative

fathers)

As for'the idea that-parents'*permissiveness causes student discon-

' »tent factor analysis of ten home value emphases did result in a dimen-
~ sion which is related 1o pernissiveness (see Appendix) Items loadirg

_heavily on this factor include ones concerning diligence, strict mor*ls,-‘

accunulation of material goods, and church attendance, ThlS factor was

' found to be related to the fathers political attitudes but not to thOse

of. the students themselves. °trict parents tend to. be politicallJ con- )

servative (r = 31***), but the otrictneSS has no eff ect upon the_sons

And as for "adolescent rebellion," *he relationshlp between.iathers'l°
and sons' polwtical attituoes as prev1ously reported, was strongly posi—
tive, indicatinﬂ 1o support for the idea. A third variable analysis wes
performed to test whether the relationship between fathers and sons"

political attitudes was related to the educational attainment of the

;fathers. It could be that Just the students who are upwardly mobile tend

to be. rebellious. However, regardless of fathers' years of schooling, no

. relationship was found to be negative - indicating that "rebellion" is

not a significant determinant of students' politica1 attitudes, renard—

fless of the extent of intergenerational social mobllltj.‘

B. Articulation of Values with Those of the Occupational ophere

[}

On the basis of Flack°' ideas about the "articulation“ (or corres-

.




.'Rosen berg, as adapted by Mason. 1961) As hypotheslzed, three factors

'were Iound by factor analysis: 1) extrinsic. reuards, 2) social rewards,

and 3) self-actuallzation rewards (see Appendix) Support was found for

two of these factors as determlnants of students polltlcal att1tudes.

.Spec1flca11y, the moxre ‘a student valued extr1ns1c rewards (assumed to art-

iculate{wlth'the values. of the domlnant.occupatlonal sphere), the less _

- dovish was his respomse-to United’States"involVement in Vietnam (gamma =
273-P <, 0001 see Table 2), Slmllarly, the more a student valued self-

actualization rewards (assumed not to artlculate w1th the values of the

dominant occu;atlonal sphere), the_more dovish was his response (gamma =

-.19; p<.0001; see Table.3)., No significant relationship was found be-

TABLE 2 S S
STUDENI'S VIETNAM PREDISPOSITION BY HIS =~
VALUATION ‘OF EXTRINSIC REWARDSY

&

| T B -‘Extrinsie~tewards

. Vietnan ' : . :
predisposition [ ' o \25 | |
| ' ~_:§;£ " High . iggi-. _ ig;;t _.Tbta;'
Very dovish C azsw | 10.3% 0 28.9% 37;5%, 24.6%
Dovish | 22,9  23.s . 26.8u» | 25.4 2407 -
Somewha.t déQisn'.fx 28,7 26,0 22.8  21.2 - 24,9
Least dovish | 35.5 - 30.3 Cans 15.8 25,8

Total f ioo.o% ‘fioo;o%-~_’;bo;o%'v.floo.o%- 100,0%
N 240 - azs 246 - 240 , 964~

2 chi square = 61,7 / 9 d.f., (p<.0001), Gaszia = 273,



2 Chi square = 32,2 / 9 duf., (p<.0001), Gamma = -.188._

9,
AU o - TABLE 3
" STUDENT'S VISTNAM PREDISPOSITION BY hIS e
VALUATION OF SELF-ACTUALIZATION REWARDS® -
) Self -actualization rcwards
- Vietnam . : s

predisposition - - L ‘ . S. ' ”“I'i', S .

S ' Very ' . ome-  Least . e e
high =~ ng?, : nnat high : bea;
Very dovish  © 32,9%  26.9% ' - 22,55  16.2% - 24.6%

- . T4 S N . o ) _ o
‘Dovish - . 26,2 . \24.4 27,5 20,7 . 24.7
Somevhat dovish . - 21,1 25.2 25,8  2m4 24,9,

. i B R . . .-.‘ . i . . } ) 4 . \... -

Least dovish 19.8 23,6 24,2 35,7 25.8 4

Total 100,0% ~'100.0% . 100,0% - 100,05  100.0%

N 231 242 244 241 964

tween the respondents' evaluatlon of soc1al rewards and their feellngs

about issues related to Vietnam.. Thls lack of relatlonship perhaps is

' due to the fact that the deminant occu;atlonal sphere emrhasizes both a

'Darwinian disregard for one's competltors and at’ the same time a high

regard for Service to one's country (e.g., military serv1ce) ‘In sum,
a students ratlncs ‘of extr1n51c and’ self-actuallzatlon rewards were . \

found to be important determinants of their response to’ governmental

polities thus prOV1ding some support for Flacks' idéas,

c. Draft Status

The'idea that students.resent military service and on that tasis’




. oppose governmenta1 po11cies was tested both obgectlvely (araft status)

-

and subJectively (perceived susceptibllity) In neither case was the

»vvariable ffund to be related to students attltudes about American in-

‘_0.

volvement in Vietnam.-_Tn the first case,. this was du° in Iart to a lack
of varlance in the sample since nearly two thirds of the respondents had

either a’ stuaent or an occa;atlonal deferment*- In the. second case, there

- was no relationshlp because students who consideied it unllkely that theJ

would face milltary service. 1ncluded both dovish types such as d1v1n1ty

school students and C,0,'s and hawkish typcs such as veterans and members

-of R 0 T.C. or the n1111ary reserves. And thoce who erpected to face m11-
"itary serv1ce, 11keh1se 1ncludea some who aprarently dreaded the idea
'_and others.hho ‘seemec: to looi'forward to it. 3 Thus,revardless-of‘nhether

'i vulnerablllty to mlllta*y service was operatlonally deflned as ue]ective

-r

Service c]assiflcatlon or as percelved susceptlblllty, no reJatlonshnp

was found between it and students poli‘tlcal attitudes. -

D. School-related Agents ’

There is no support for the idea that the studenis' polltlca] atti-

"tudes were 1nf1uencea by school—related agents. .The number of years a

-

_student had been enrolled : in. his degree progren uas unrelated to any of .~

' the 23.items related to governmental p011c1es concernlng Vietnam. Also,

the strenvth of the relatlonship between fathers and sons' politicai

a - ¢

'atti_ es: was unrelated to the number of years the student had, been en-

3 The female reqhondents who were-not Tncluded in the study's |
sample were considerably more dovish than the males suggestlnc that sus-
ceptibility to the draft cannot ‘be the onlstource of antl-war senti-
ments.~i , 7 . . . . o




[
@

rolled If Harvard ha= a number of students who tend to dlsagree with

governmental polic1es (and it does), it is not because of Harvard itself

.(its faculty, students, or subversive avents) but is because of Farvard S

attraction for students - hho already dlsap srove. of . the1r government’

'p01101es. Those who contend that schoollng "subverts" or radlcallzes

_,students recelve no support from the data colleoted for this studj.

) Conc1u51or

Altovether, empirlcal ev1dence 1ndicates hat-students response to

' governmental poliC1es are determlred _n Iart by their fathers political

orlentatlon and by the extent to whlch the’r occupatﬂona] values (extrln-.:h
sic and self-actuallzatlon rewards)v"artlculate" with those of the-domir
nant'occufationai sphere. [A“multiﬁle regrcssior.anaiVSi;vdisclosed that ~
each of these factors was an 1mportant determlnant j ko support vias

2

found for "adole cent rebelllon - "Iermlsslvnness," draft susccptlblln
or school-related agents as. determlnants of students' political attltudc
The 51gnif1cance of +hese flndirgs rests prlnci;ally in tn01r contrl-'

bution to the understandlng of the determihants of politl cal attltudes o:

.n American male unlver31ty students;v Secondarlly it contributes to the

understandlng of the, rela 1onsh1p between students' political attltudcs

and their general,values.



Appendix

PRINCIVAL COMPON:NTS FACTOR LOADINGS
- FOR VIZINAM PREDIS/OSITION

. Question Variable Vietnan pre-
' : .description disposition
- G-b . A victory in South Vﬁctnam is vital to the L
¢+ long term interests of the United States. .818
-R=a 1 would support. the move to escalate the .
- military effort in South Vietnenm, if Pres-
ddent Johnson deemed it necessary, «810
G-c A victory in South Vietnaw for the Unlted L e
States would be immoral and umjust. -.807 -
H-a The use of napalm in Vietnam by the United -
States is fully justified. ’ «805
H-c .Thc bombing of urban’ areas of North Vietnam
is justified by the fact that the North
Vietnamese are the agpxessors in South N
Vietnam, - « 786
.G=a A v1ctory in South Vietnam is vital to
E Unltcd States' security, 781
D Concerulng rescarch contgacts relevant to
, ' the conflict in Vietnam: Harvard should :
not accept such contr‘cts. -.7601
: ' I-e '1 will do =11 that I lega lly can to avoid
\ : = having to serve in the armed forces so long _ '
i . . as the confllct in Vietnam contlnues.- -. 712
B-c All in all, President Johnson has been han-
: ' dling the Vletnam conflict about as nell 4s
. could rea l;stlc.lly be expected « 707
B-b President Johnson has repcatedly and will-
' fully misrepresented the actual situation
- - in Vietnanm to the Amer1c1n people. ' -e 683
I-a The present 1aws on draft resistance are .
K unfair and unjust, N - 049
; K-b . Peécg ought to coric to South Vietnam oﬁly ’
when . . o

T 646



13.

Variable

Vietnam pre-

3t

Question - 1 "
description ¥ disposition -
L-b In general, .the United States military :
_ strategy in Vietnam ought to be s + & - " 4642 31
J=b .~ The United States ought to enter into ne- '>“
’ gotiations about a peace settlement with o
the Hanoi government only when . « o 592
- B - Harvard Universitylws an institution
N should take a stand on the Vietnam con-
. fllct. ".587'
N ' Concernln" recruitment on Harvard s . -
/‘ campus . o+ . . S 0497
L-a , In general, the United States military ,
_strategy in South Vletn:m will be to « .« & -.423
" K-a Pe?ce will cone to ‘South Vxetnam only
when e o - : 369
I-c . Humanities graduate students are as vital
* to the national defense as are phys:cal _
_ science students, : -e337
H~b Under no circumstances should. the United
States use nuclear weapons except if they _ .
‘ vere being used by the enemy {1rst. " -e275 -
‘P-d President Johnson is to'bc condenned for
the weakness he has shown in dealings thh )
o _North Korea over ‘the U.S.S. Pueblo, *268.
J-a The Unlted States will entet into negot1q7
: tions about a peace settlement with the . S
Hanoi government only when.. . . -.215
I-d It was clearly unfair that some mch could
avoid the draft altogether by staying in ' .
school until they were 26 years old, o006
I-b _ I probably will fﬂcc 1nduct10n into the
. armed forces in the next yecar, =026




PRINCIFAL CCMPONENTS FACTOR LOADINGS
.. ' FOR PARENTS' VALUZ IMPIASES
-* Variable . . . Poetic Puritan (3) (4)
“description : : :
High achicvement . 4390 .419 =, 608 -.188
" Asthetic .682 -.259 -.079 2245
‘Honesty | .437 .336 402,500
" Books and ideas © .752 £.202 -178 -.061
Diligence - .348 .655 2,227 . -.286
_ Sympathy ' | ! L616 -.057 400 . 143
Self-expression - 729 147 =053 .  ,351°
Strict morals 057, .751 288 .206
Accumulation . =,210° .493 <.541 2354
Church attendancé ~  -.014 629 -0 .44l .320
. r . \ .
" Sums of .squares T 2,458 2,054 1,353 867

B 1
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5

ROTATED FACTOR LOADINGS FOR STUDENT
VALUATIONS OF OCCUPATIONAL REWARDS. -

" Variable - .- Bxtrinsic .  Social Self-actuale-
description~ " . ‘ ~ ' ' , ization

© e—— o e

Be helpful . 055 " o831 .00 -
Use abilities . o .0@3‘ | BT 2 T 5 1.
Work with people - ";-  a7n .."3.931 . 055
Have sécure_fﬁtureh . .é§i o -."'063': B .025
. b . Be creative . | X J063 i".vi ;653. L G703

e ' Have power - 1,802 072 =070

Ly

Have;ﬁ}gh statgﬁ_.' o861 - -.000» o ;;OOQ'
Be‘of-serQiée : - o ,;°307“, | '.212 ‘ . . ~s017.
.Makeimoncy i.v' o ;°ZZ£ l‘". ~.245 B -. -+003
Have growth_ ”'1 RS ¢ I ..201 o 699

Have freedom S W19 . -,044 .703

S Sums of squares 2,386 : 1.825 1,751
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