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ABSTRACT o ‘ : - "

‘ Female university student and staff perceptions of
rape at the -University of Maryland were examined with the aid of an
anonymous questlonnalne on-attitudes and perceptions of rape. A’
randomly selected ‘sample gnoup included 100 female students and 25
female -classified employees. Results showed 4 64% return rate wvas
achieved despite nany follow-up attenpts, and subjects tended either
.to be enthusiastic or declined to participate. Results showed that
61% of respondents felt the University does not provide enough
security, and 15% said they knew someone who was a victim of rape.
One-third of the =imple belie rape victims are brutally treated by
police, and over half felt thg‘genalties'against rape are rarely ‘
enforced. However, only 5%.wouléd not call the police if raped &nd 1%
wonld not seek mgdical help. A 6-item bibliography is. included.
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SUMMARY

\

100 fema': stutlents and 25 female classified employees were randomly

sé]ected and s:nt an anonymous questionnaire on their attitudes ard perceptions

.of rape. A 64“refurn rate was achieved despite many follow-up dtiempts,‘and
\ .
subjects tendet either to be enthus1ast1c ar dec11ned to part1c1pate Results

showed that 61% of respondents felt the Un1vers1ty does not prcvrde enough
security;'and 15%.532@ they knew s;meone who was a victim of rape.' One-third of ~
the sample believed rape victims are brutally treated'by police, and over half

' fe]t‘the aena]ties‘E?einét‘rape are'}areiy enfcreed. ‘Howevef, only 5 =~ uld not
call the po]ice‘if raped and 17 would not seek;medica1 help.

When quefjed as to how the Unﬂveféity ﬁight help eape victims, more self-
defense classes were chosen by almost %wo-thirds of respondent.. Over helf thou:ht <

~ that a He]p Center! spec1a11 t and a Spec|d1 counselor at the Counse11ng Center
\ would be very helpful, The smaliest number‘of respondents were in favor of a
'rape.crisis center which was éubsequently.begun at the Universfty of Maryland.

Me§t Qomen do not think that rape is racially motivated (74%) or that an
increiée of rape is a breakdown of 0ur-sexua1»more5'(93%).. Differences among J
}o]1eges or classified employeesveeﬁerally split along 4ge Tines, with undergrad-
uates more concerned about the topic than either staff or graduate students. ~

'Un§i1irape is considered je ayserjeus,‘preventative, and honeparanoid manner, aﬁd
until all members of the campus eommunity, inciuding males, are provided with

1nf0rmat1on, rape may continue to be one of the'}nst protected, Teast understood

) - . ‘
3 ) ) . ' o o .
“The Help Cepter is an fmergency telephone counseling $ervice on c?mpus.- t-

phenorena affect1ng campu5r11fe




- As the comp1ex1ty of our cu1ture'and the population of our cities increases,
S0 does the 1nc1dence of rape and other cr1mes of violengce {the FBI reports an
incréase of 46% in rape between 1960 and 1967). Yet strangely little is known
+ : ! o ) ’

- aboyt the process of rapesand even less 1s known about its effect on the victim. .

-

Most of the 11terature on’ rape has concerned the legal a<pects of ¢rimes of

—
. . \

rape the issue of whether to provide abortion for rape victims and the psycho-
pa no]ogy of the rapist \(Schwartz, 1968; Hardin, 1968, Cohen, Seghorn and
Colman, 1969). B |

There are a few studies that are closer to the point. Woods (1969)'nade
3 d1st1nct1on between pack\rape and rape by a single attaci’-_~fhe~{atter.

he noted may best be eip1a1ned in psycho]oq1can terms, whereas the former 1s'
\

more amenable to a sociological explanation. He re]ated its occurence in
) \ \

Australia to population increade and consequent social disorganizatfion.. The

availability of open land and motor cars to youths age 16-70 facititates the
. ~ : N , : '
comris$ion of the crime. ' » , . 1

Amir (1970) in a grogp'of case‘stédies of rape discussed dempgraphic
_patterns of'raplsts and rapelviEtimst\ He suggested a sqbcultuae‘theory'of
Vioience as an exp1aratory mechanism for the pattern of rape. revealed in his
- . investigations.- | |
- - Sutherland and Scher1 f@?o interviewed rape v1ct1n5 shortly after the
'assathf Clear patterns of emot:ona1 response were d1scerned among these

women, inc1u61ng acute distress (phase 1), denial of the 1mpact of the assault

‘ \ ) - \
(phase 2) and depression and. the need to talk (phase\3)

’

hn1vers1t1es and co11eges are fe1t by. mary to be Yikely locations for a

rapwd 1ncrease in rape cases ‘Mahy young women come azg go and campuses are
| L 3 X 4
often 1solated and have not developed\slaborate security measures. At the
. . e M . RN
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Y University of Maryland there have been snveral reported rapes in the recent (’
‘past Tg?s has created a geeat amount of anx]ety among the fema]e popu]at1on
on campus. As a.resu1a, escort servlces and se1f—defense classes have been
initiated. &ven éhough;tﬁere are few studies.éf rape victims, there are aven‘
fewer studies that explore the fedrs of "potential" victims (that is, any wdqan)
and the amount of fnforma;ion about‘rape and self—dgfehse taat such women

possess. . - : o . ' -

Method .
100 femalg students (25 from each of four cd]1eges Arts and Sciences,
l Busﬁneﬁs»and Public Admiq1strat1on, Education ard Graduate ) were randomly
se1e¢fed from the University:telephone directory. Iﬁ‘aaditioﬁ, a grou6 of 25
s . female class1f1ed emp]oyees was also randomly chosen from the University d1rectory
" Eath received a short questionnaire with a cover 1etter exp1a1r1ng the purpose
of the study. In addition each'received a_post card with her name on it. The
sublects were instructed to return the card at the time they r;kurned the
questionnaire.‘ The purpose of this was to preserve anonym1t¥/(since no name
appeared on the'questionﬁaires) but to allow the résearcher to'monitor returns.
A second'mai1ing of the questionnaire was seﬁt two weeks zfter thg first mailing,
and a te1ephone fo]]owup was conducted a few weeks later. f
‘ Reau1ts and Discussion
In spite of repeated attempts to contact nonrespoqdents only a 64% response
rate was attained. In add1t1on, an unu°La11y h\gh rate of refusals to pavticipate
was)obsexved'(S%). It is suggested that the same se;;1t1y1ty and fear which
makes djscuséiop of,rapeva taboo ;oaic'and prevents rape vfctims from seeking
‘he1b inhibitgd a larée numbar of'quésfjonaaine recipients, in spiie of the anonym-

.,

ity provided by .thé postcard method. On the other hand{ among those who did '

.

o respond, there was a very rapid return rate with aimost 50% of the recipjent§
« - R ) ,
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returning their questionnaire‘without any followup. Many respondents also wrote
that they were very pleased to be qperied on thi¢ topic. This testifies to the.
awakening intere:t at the University in seeking so]uiions ta the rape problem and
a nj]]ingness on the péft of many nomen to put aside.their fear and ?ﬁvu]ge their
feelings on the topic. In sum, University of-Maryland community mempers are
quite potarized on Voicing thein opinions pn this sensitive topic. Data which follow
must be interpreted in this light. .
A1§hough most respondents were 1{ving off canbus (only<38% were on-campus
residents), .iost dfsagreed with a statement c1a€ming no fe pf walking in
College Park et night, and a majority (51%) felt that the j&ﬁversity does not
provﬁde enough security. A total of 15% of the réspondents stated fhat they
knew someone who had been the victim of a rape. Although this number on the
surface appears small, 1t suggests that many more women have been raped than has
qeretofore been be11eved Although the popu ar literature ag‘Unds with stories

N4

of rape vpct1ms ‘not informing the police, th se jfta suggest that the number of
unreported rapes might be very iarge indeed . In’substantiation of this point of

-

view, almos* gqne-third of the sample believed that rape victims are bru;ua11y
treated by 1w enforcement officers, and.over half.the respondents felt that
pehalties againsi rape are rarely enforced. In spite of this,.5% would net call

the police if raped, and 1% would not seek medical help. Ovér one-tiird, however,
r / ~ ..

would seek psychiatric or psychological help.

’

When queried as to how the University might help rape victims, more eif-
’ #

- ¢
. d>fense ciasses were-chosen by a]most.two-thirds of respondents. Over half

R
thought that' a Help Center! specialist and a special counselor at the Counseling

'

Center would be vefy helpful. The smallest number of respondents were'in favor
of a' rape cr1s1s center which was subsequently begun at the Un1vers1ty of Maryland\
: 3
qhere have been many be11efs about rape bandied about Some have an empfr1ca1

Q or theoretical base. Ofhers are pppu]ar "knowledge." Respondents in th1s study

1The Help -Center is an emergency telephone counseling service on - campus . ' .
. e T ]




agree with.one popu]a% belief about rape, with over half of the respondents
believing that peﬁh]tiés agéinsf rape a;e rarely enforced (53%) bukﬁwany a]sgyfeél'
that gang‘rape‘and singie rape stem from different source; (51%). fhis latter result
agrees wi;h/wood's (19692 finaings. Most women do not think that rape §§'}acia11y
mbgivq d (74%) or thé; aﬁ increase of rapes 1s'a‘resu1t of the breakdown of

our sexual mores (93%). . d
¢ \

After this oxgra11 1ook'at the data was eﬁmp1eted, respcrses of subjeéts
within different categories were compared -one to another by means of F-tests.
A1l differences néted below wer;.signifidant st the .05 level. There were.
few differences between resident students and commuting ‘students, altheugh

" residents more often felt that the University did nbt provide enough security.
Cémmﬁters, howevérl would more‘often seek‘psychélcgical,treatﬁént if raped
than would residents. |

" When the data were examined in the light of,Co]]ege‘Pf énro]]ment (or

staff af?i]iatiqn), more diffe;ences resulted. Most of the différences, however,

P
1 .

tended to be age-related, with undergraduates answering items significantly

2

differently than graduate students and staff. For instance, students in

BdéﬁnESS and Rub]ié Administratioﬁ were more often‘afraid of walking .on campus

than were staff members. Students in Education felt thaﬁ the campus lacked o

security signifiﬁant]y mo&b oft?n than did either graduate students or staff...

Undergraduate students generally felt a greater need for gé]f-defense’classes

than did siaff or qraduége students. Gradugte students also felt less qf a need )’

for a'rape crisis‘cenfer than any dthér Jroup. |
}v Arts and Sciences students showed‘différent attitudes toward rape compared

to others as they: Agreed more that gang rape and single rape stem from

separate sources, and were lesg apt to feel that women often fantasize being

. vaped. . . : _ ,
R - -



In summary, it appears that one is dea1iﬁg with a complex of womeii in

5, ‘ :
a cam#us setting. Age, education, marital status.'informatioh about rape, atti-:
tudes toward rape, and the inciination to contemplate the‘cohsequénces of Eape
.re but a4 few of the dimeﬁsions that show variaﬁiTity among female members of
the campus community. ~Suggestions such as se}f-défense c?asse}, courses and
programs on rape informatdion, counseler, staff, and poliée training programs,

»

a rape crisis center, increaced security such as escort servites, Letter campus
patrols, better lighting, and bus sérvice§ all appear to be ph@cticé1 apﬁ ‘
worthwhile steps for any. institution td take. Probably no single change will
have much effect cn the problem of campus rapes. Until rape is considered in
a serious, preventativé, and non-pargnoid manneé, and uhti] all members of
the campﬁs community, including ma]es, are provided with informatioﬁ, rape may
continue to be One.o( the moﬁt protected, least dﬁderstood phenoména affectjng

campus life. T
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