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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

This chapter contains the Purpose of the Study, Background

Information and Statement of the Problem, Significancé of the Study,

and Definition of Terms.

Purpose of the Study

The overall purpose of this study was to explore and compare the

perception of county commissioners from Florida's most rural and most

urban counties concerning the relative importance of selected content

and clientele of Cooperative Extension Service programs. More specifi-

cally,

1.

the objectives of the study were:

To identify and compare éelected personal and social characteris-
tics of county commissioners from Florida's fifteen most rural
and fifteen most urban counties;

To determine the relative importahce attributed to selected con-
tent and clientele of Cooperative Extension Service programs by
the county commissioners from tire fifteen most rural and fiftéen
most urban counties; and,

To_determine the association between personal and social char-
acteristics of county commissioners from the fifteen most rural
and fifteen most urban counties and the relative importance at-
tributed to selected content and clientele of Cooperativg

Extension Service programs.



Backgrouﬁd Information and Statement of Problen
|

Oon July b; 1862, President.Abraham Lincoln.signed into law thel
so-called Land-Grant Act which had been offered by U. S. Representative
Justin Smith Morrill of Vermont. This legislation, commonly referred to
as the Morrill Act, granted to each state 30,000 acres of public land
for each U. S. Senator and Representative under apportiomment based on
rhe 1860 census. Proceeds from the sale of these lands were to.be in-
vested in a berpetual endowment fund which would provide support for
colleges of agricu]turé and mechanic arts in each of the states. 1In
1890, Congress, through the second Morrill Act, appropriated up to
$25;COO per state for a ten-year period to further finance thé Land-
Grané'colleges. The Nelgon Amendment of 1908 provided further funding
for these colleges,

The establishment of Florida Agricultural College at Lake City
in 1884 under the Morrill Aét, marked the beginning of what ultimately
became the College of Agriculture of the University of Florida.

The Hatch Act of 1887, to which the Florida Legislature gave as-
sent in 1887, provided for the establishment of an agricultural experi-
.ment station at each of the Land-Grant colleges of the several srates.
Several later acts including the Adams (1906), the Pﬁrnell (1925), and
the Bankhead-Jones (1935) Acts provided for expanded appropriations to
the state experiment stations. B& Congressional action in 1955, all of
these écts were combined by amending the Hatch Act. Currently; the
state agriculrural experiment stationsﬂ activities under the Hatch Act
are admrnistéred by the U. S. Secretary of Agriculture, through the
Stare Cooperative Research Service, United States Departmént of

\
i

Agriculture.
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The Florida Agricultural Experiment Station was established in
13888 as a part of the Florida Agricultural College at Lake City. In
1905, the passage of the Bupkman Act, Chapter 5384, Laws of Florida,
forﬁally established the Univefsity of Florida as the combined Statg,
Univgrsity and Land-Grant College, which thevBoard of Control and the
State Board of Education voﬁed to 1o¢ate in Géinesviile° The Buckman
Act specifically provided for a 'department” of agriculturé éor the
University. Both Federal and State law, therefore, prescfibes that the
Agricultural Experiment Station shall be a unitlof the Land-Grant
College.

In 1914, the third functional érm of the Land-Grant,College con-
cept was provided with the passage of the Smith-Lever Act, This Act es-
tablished thg gooperétive,ExtenSion Service and specifigd it would be
associated with the various Land-Grant Colleges th. sughout the Nation.

(1971, Policies and Procedures Manual, Section 1100)

Section I of the Act, as amended, states:

In order to aid in diffusing among the people of the United States
useful and practical information on subjects relating to agriculture
and home economics, and to encourage the application of the same,
there may be continued or inaugurated in connection with the college
or colleges in each State . . . agricultural extension work which
shall be carried on in cooperation with the United States Department
of Agriculture.

The Smith-Lever Act, therefore, provided a means by which prac-
tical information could be taken from the Land-Grant Colleges and the
Department of Agriculture to the people in their local environment.

Furthermore, provisions of the Act stipulated that Federal
funds must be matched from local sources. Over a period of years, these

funds have been supp:ied by both state and county govermment, providing

a three-way partnership unique in educational annals,



4

Legislation assenting to the Smith-Lever Act was passed by the

Florida Legislature in 19i5 (Chapter 241.18, Laws of Florida). This
legislation authorized the Board of.Control to receive and administer
the Federal grant estaﬁlishing and supportiﬁg Cooperative Extension in
Florida, A Memorandum of Understanding between the United States
Department: of Agriculture and the University of Florida has become the
legally binding document as prescribed in the basic legislation. lThe
Memofandum is renewed from time to time as deemed ﬁeceséary to update
ﬁrocedufes and reemphasize role and responsibility. The document now in
force was executed in’Januéry, 1955. Sevefal Acts subsequent.to the .
Smith-Lever Act, including the Capper-Kethcham Act (1928), the Bankhead-
Jones Act (1935), the Norris-Doxey Act (1937), Act of 1939, the
Department of Agriculture Organic Act (1944), and the Bankhead-Flannagan
CAct (19455, all expanded the appropriations for and/or the role and

scope of cooperative extension work in agriculture and home economics.

In 1955, the amendment to the Smith-Lever Act included the provisions

of acts passed subsequent to the basic Smith-Lever Act and provided for
approPriations.on a continuing basis. In addition, the Agricultu.al
Harkéting Act (1946) provided funds for extension work aimed at solving
probleﬁs within the total food and fiber ﬁarketing system (1971, Policieé
and Procedures Manual, Section 1100).

Although Florida counties have been involved in the financial

support of cooperative extension work through the years, it was not un-
til 1972 that the Florida Legislature passed enabling'legislation of fi-
cially providing for county participation in the Cooperative Extension
Service. Dowell {1970, pp. 12-13) states that although the original

legislation did not specifically define the role of local people, the
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primary recipients of Extension services, they were, nevertheless, ex-
pected to share in the funding of the work. Ile points out that through-

out the halfvcentury_of the organization, Extension work has maintained

a strong identity with the county as the local unit of government.

Soule (1952, p. 113) commented, "If the county provides'the funds, the
local interest and support will be much_stronger than if operating funds
are regarded as an appropriatioﬁ out of general revenue.'" He further
suggests that with the county as a unit, the work of the Extension divi-
sion should be promoted in harmony with the local government and with
the support of the éounty officials who are elected by the people and
who will control the appropriation of -the county funds needed for the
work,

_The Cooperative Extension Service has grown through the years
as a partnership of local people, the state Land-Grant universities, the
U. 8. Department of Agriculture, and the county goverpments. All share
in planning and financing Extension programs. The Ccoperative Extension
Service is, therefore, a unique achievement in American education =--~an
agency for change-- a catalyst for individual and group actiqn. Its
formal job is informal education -- to help people help.themselves° it
transmits practical information on many subjects from research centers
and the universities to the public. It presents unbiased facts to help
péople identify problems and use new technology in solving them -- to
help them make their own decisions and §¥ganize to act on those deci-

sions (1968, A People and A Spirit, Cond., Cover).

The Coomnerative Extension Service has been referred to as '"the
informal educational arm of both the Department of Agriculture and the

respective state Land-Grant colleges and universities" (1958, The
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6
Cooperative Extension Service Today--A Statement on Scope and
Responsibility). It has been described by Knowles (1960, p. 16) as '"the
largest single adult education organization ever created.'" Shannon and
Schoenfeld (1965, p. 200) describe the Extension Service as "one of the
oldest, probably the largest, certainly the most fully developed and per-
haps the most effective adult éducation activity in the United States."

A glowing history of'accompliéhmcnt and success does.not neces -
sarily insure the future of the Cooperative Extension Service. - The suc-
cess and future of any public agency is largelw Jepéndent upon the image
it creates in the mindé_of the public and the governing bodies on which
it depends for support (1963, Blalogk, P. 2). With heavy demands for
public funds incfeasing'at_a rapid rate, the importance of a favorable
image becomes more and more critical. Beli (1960, p. 140) clearly put
this point in perspective:

Tax supported institutions are constantly involved in competition
for the tax dollar. "Success in this competition depends upon the
public image of the institution and its program as well as upon the
image held by the members of the legislative bodies.

According to administrative recordg 33.6 percent of the finan-
cial support for Florida Coéperative Extension work was derived from
counﬁy sources in 1970-71. <The-image of Extemnsion programs as per-
ceived by county commissioners is, therefore, very important, not only
in relation to total financial.support, but also because of the effect
many of their actions may have on administrative behavior.

Three major facrgrs serve as cause for the Florida Cooperative
Extension Service to be concerned about county commissioners' perceptions
of Extension Service programs. Population growth, for example, in most

of Florida's counties lends support to initiating new public agencies
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7
and expanding existing ones to provide services sought by the public. .
Thus, county commissioners are constantly subjected to pressures from
public agencies for additional financirl sﬁppqrt. These pressures de-
mand tﬁat the county commissioners continuously evaluate agency programs
for relevance and contributions to society. .It is important to the
Extension Service,.therefore, to determine to what extent the programs
being conducted by the Extension Service are perceived by county com-
missioners as being worthy.

In keeping with a bas;c principle of adult education, county
Extensibn agents involve the récipiénts'of Extension programs in the
planning of programs through advisory committees. Even so, county
Extension programs are conducted within the framework of state and na-
tional priorities. As county commissioners provide a substantial part
of the funds for'organizational operations of the Extension Service, and

as their participation is entirely voluntary it is considered important

- by the Ixtension Service to determine the extent to which they perceive

the state and national prioritiés to be compatible with county priori-
ties. |

Social change has brought about change in Cooperativé Extension
philosophy, hence in Extension programs. Historically, for example,
Extension work has beeﬁ oriented primarily toward farm and rural non-
farm people. Between 1964 and 1969, however. the number of farms in
Florida decreased 12.2 percent (1969, Census of Agriculture-Florida,; p.
1). Between 1960 and 1970 the rural pOpdlation of the state decreased
6.6 percent while the urban populatibn increased by this amount (1970,
U. S. Census of Population). Even the Florida Legislature changed, A

federal court order resulted in the reapportionment of the Florida
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Legislature priér to the 1967 legislative session which, in ?urn,ire—
sulted in a chaﬁge Lrom-a previously.rural—orientcdllegislature to that
with an urban orientation.

,Ip response to éocial—change Extension philosophy also changed
to more fully embrace the concept of Extension's programs serving the
total population. In fact, effective in 1970, the name of the Extension
Service was cﬂanged from the Florida Agricultural Extension Service to
th? Florida Coopefative Extensicu Scervice. :
The chaﬁges in Exftension philosophy and programs have been met

with both favor and disfavor among the generdl public. Some members of

Extension's traditional clientele have expressed very strong resentment

about deleting the word "Agricultural' from Extension's name; some per-

sons have expressed resentment concerning the consequences (relating to

"Extension programs) of vrban control of the Florida Legislature; .and,

Florida Farm Bureau, known as the '"Voice of Agriculture," passed a res-

olution in 1971 calling for the Extension Service to get back to the

business of serving farmers. An editorial in The Progressive Farmer
(1972, p. 90) analyzes the situation:

The time has come to take a close, hard look at the Extension
Service of our land grant colleges. What should be its future role?
Should it continue to extend its activities into urban areas? And
if so, how can this be done without crippling its service to agri-
culture?

As the Extension Service extends its activities into the urban field,
farm people are beginning to wonder if it will eventually be taken
over by the cities to the decided disadvantage of agriculture.

While Extension's first responsibility is to agriculture, it may be
difficult for farm people to establish a claim to all its services.
There is no sound reason why a land grant college shouldn't use the
Extension method in serving other areas of our society. But agri-
culture has a right to insist that the Extension Service not spread
itself too thin. Any urban program should be funded adequately.

And the Service should be organized so that its agricultural
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activities do not eventually come under the domination of city in-
terests and have to compete with them for Extension funds.

The future role of the Extension Service is so important to agricul-
ture that farm organizations and other farm leaders should give the
matter first priority. They should study the organization and work
with Extension officials in charting a course that will ensure no
letup in its service to agriculture.

From the non-agricultural or urban point of view, there has been

praise for Extension's efforts in the area of central city youth devel-

opment programs as well as nutrition programs for the disadvantaged.

Programs for senior citizens and in the area of urban horticulture have
also been well received. 1In support of broader Extension programs,
Bishop (1269, pp. 151-152 says:
Far too little emphasis is placed upon the development of. the human
resource, while special emphasis is placed upon working with farm
families - an occupational group. The increasing value of the hu- .,
man resource in our society implies some specific changes in program

emphases in Cooperative Extension.

In addition, national priorities_(1968, A People and a Spirit and 1971,

4-H in the Seventies) either hold the line or reduce emphasis on a num-
ber of traditional Extension programs in favor of the newer, more SoO-
cially oriented proérams.

Cooperative Extension, therefore, faces something of a dilemma
created by two contrasting pointé of view. First, there are those per-
sons whose perception of Extension places Extension in the role of serv-
ing agriculture and rural people through programs and services that are
traditional and related primarily to meeting economic meeds. On the
other hand, there are those who see Extension's rolé as serving the to-
tal population, within the limitation of Extension's resources, through
programs that are primarily designed to meet "human resSource" needs of

people. Although it cannot be said conclusively that these two concepts
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relegate themselves into a sinple, mﬁtually exclusive dichotomy of ag-
ricultural or rural vs non-~agricultural or urban, the basic content of
the two concepts would tend to indicate this. Of concern to the
Cooperative Extension Service is the county commissioners' zerception of
present and proposed progfams which reflect current Extension philosophyu

Thrée major fapfors, therefore, are considered to influence,; di-
rectly or indircctly, county commissioners' perception and accompanying
suppért or lack of support of Extension programs. .These are competition
for the tax dollar, compatibility of natiomal and state priorities ih.re-
1ation»to cdunty priorities, and éhanges in Extension philosophy and
programs resulting from social chenge.

Couﬁty commiséioners were involved as respondents in this study
because they are very closely attuned to local '"grass roots' level feed;
back of the people in the counties and their perception of Extension's
programs is most vital to Extension's future. Otﬁer reasons for involv-
ing county cémmissioners include: (1) their counkty orientation provides
them a basic understanding of county needs, (2) the county is the basic
unit in the Cooperative Exfension Service, for it is here that most pro-
grams are developed and the teaching is done (Matthews, 1960, p. 220),
(3) county commissioners are among the first to be affected by changes
in growth patterns in the county and, (4) a perception study involving
county commissioners will compliment McCown's study (1969) involving
members of the Florida Legislature, thereby providing data from two of
the three sources of funding for the Cooperative Extension Service.

In summary, Cooperative Exztension work has traditionally been
oriented toward farm and rural non-farm people. Within the last decade

several major chargces have. taken place in the United States that have
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‘had serious effects upon Extension's role as well as the content and

clientele of Ex;ension's_prograﬁs. As Extension made efforts to change
with the times, differences of opinion arose among the people concerning
the changeé. Although apparently not exclusively so, the differences of
opinion have appeared to separaté themselves into rural, agriculturally
oriented vs urban, non-agriculturally oriented contexts.

Since the county commissioners represent the people in local

county government they are sensitive to their opinioms. If sufficient

numbers of'peop}e should react adversely to Extensioﬁ programs it is
reasonable to assume that such adverse reaction would also be reflected
in the attitudes of county commissioners. Since the Board of County
Commissioﬁers is a vital source of appropriations for ghe continuation
of present Extension programs and the initiation of new ones, knowledge
of county commissioners' perceptioh of Extension programs is of vizal
importance to administrators, supervisofs, and county directors of the
Cooperative Extension Service.

This study was conducted, therefore, to determine the relative
importance of selected content and clientele of Extension programs as
reflected by county commissioners from rural and urban counties in
Florida. Rural and ufban counties were selgcted due to their environ-
mental, economic, and social differences and to determine if there ac-
tually is a tendency toward polarization pf perception ¢f Extension pro-

grams based on rural and urban orientatioin.
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Significance of the Study
Information provided by this study could be véry beneficial to

the Cooperative Extension Service as.a basis for strengthening and im-
'pfoving the organigation'é effectiveness; providing a useful indication
of the attitudeé of county commissioners toward the Extension Service;
developing a pérsonul-social p:ofile of county commissioners in rural
land urbén counties which could facilitate a better understanding of
their attitudes; &etermining the aegree to which presént and proposed
E%tension program conteut and <lientele are favorably regafded by coun-
ty commissioners and, therefore, whethér or not modifications. of programs
are in order; determining the need for befter communication and a closer
~working relationsﬁip with county commissioners; and, determining whether
or not Extension work can be effective1y adwinistered uniformly in rural
and urban counties or if different methods and/or procedures should be

employed.

Definition of Terms
The following definitions of certain terms used in this study

are given to clarify the material and analysis presented,

The QOQperative Extension Service is an agency created by feder-
al and Fiorida legislation to provide educational opportunities in the
broad areas of agricultﬁre and home economics to the people of the State
of Florida. It is known by several variations of the same name --
Extension Service, Agricultural Extension Service, Extension and
Cooperative Extension.

Extension programsiare those planned events coordinated by the

Extension staff pursuant to Extension objectives,

ERIC
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Content of Extension programs refers (o the subject matter of
Extension programs.

Clientele of Extension programs refers to those individuals,
groups of iﬁdividuals; organizat;ons, and business firms served by the
Cooperative Extension Service.

Perception is the result of complex patterns of stimulation plus
past experience. A process of becoming aware of objects, qualities or
relations by way of the sense organs. While sensory content is always
present in perception, what is pérceived is influenced by set and prior
expefience. {Hilgard)

County commissioner is the title used to identify elected mem-

bers of the county governing board.

Urban county relates to the percentage of urban population. The
urban population comprises all persons living in urbanized afeas and in’
plaqes of 2,500 inhabitants or more outside urbanized areas. More spe-
cifically the urban poprlation consists of all persons 1living in (a)
places of 2,500 inhabitant; or more incorporated as cities, villages,
and towns, but-excluding-thosc persons living in rural portions of ex-
tended cities; (b) unincorporated places of 2,500 inhabitants or more;
and, (c) other territory, incbrpor:ted or Qnincorporated, included in

urbanized areas (1970, Census of Population-Florida).

Rural county relates to the percentage of rural population. The

population not classified as urban constitutes the rural pcpulation
(1970, Census of Population-Florida).

Rural commissioner refers to & county commissioner from a rural

county.
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Urban commissioner reférs to a county commissioner from an urban

county.
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CHAPTER IX
© REVIEW OF LITERATURE

Introduction

£

Tﬁis study was conderﬁed with tﬁ; concept of perception. This
éhapter contains the Definition of Perception, Factors Infiughcing
Perception, Findings of Rélated-Perception Studies, Sumimary of Review
of Literature, and the Hypothéses of the Study. The study was conduct=-
ed in a social context therefore literature dealing.with detailed phy-

siological aspects of perception was omitted.

Definitior of Perception

The study of percebtion is both old and new. Beardslee and
Wertheimer (1958, p. v) claim that perception is one of the oldest areas
of research in experimental psychology, yet it is still regarded as one
of the three fundamental research topics, along with motivation and
learning. Ittelson and Cantril (1954, p. 1) concur in stating, 'The
study of perception is one of the oldest as well as the most recent ac-
tivities of mankind, for it is through perception that we came in con-
tact with the :zorld." Today, social psycﬁologists are intereéted in
perception as a crucial means of understanding social behavior (Sargent
and Williamson, 1966, p. 217).

Perception is a complex phenomenon. 1In spite of the many defi-

nitions of percuption that have been espoused by social scientists a

15
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specific definition is wost illusive. Dember (1960, p. 24) proposes

that a definition of perception is difficult for Lwo reasons:

First, because it depends on the role that perception plays in one's
general system of psychology; seccnd, because perception is not a
simple scientific concept but a more complicated construct whose
main function is to help organize lnowledge and thereby facilitate
communication,

.In commenting on the problem of defining perccptidn, Ittelson

(1962, pp. 664-674) says:

Men have been writing about perception ever since men have been
writing, but after millennia of writing on the subject there is
still no general agreement between authors as to what it is they

are writing about. Those who accept disagreement among philosophers
as the rule are sometimes surprised to learn that even in experimen-
tal psychology there are almost as many definitions of perception as
there are writers. Even within the context of scientific psychology
it cannot be assumed that the reader will have a clear and unequivo-
cal understanding of what is referred to by the term perception, nor
if he does, that it will in any way correspond to that intended by
the author.

We are faced, then, with the paradox that one of the oldest topics
within the province of scientific psychology yet remains without a
formally accepted definition. On closer examination, however, it
may be that the very fact of the venerability of the study of per-
ception accounts for its lack of definition. For psychology has in
its history passed through many phases of changing emphasis and as
psychology itself has grown and changed, so has the way it has posed
the problem of perception. In this sense, the many definitions of
perception are merely reflections of the many facets of psychology.

Hilgard (1957, pp. 336-337) feels that an effort to define per-

ception should first place the two concepts "sensation'" and "“perception"

in proper pecrspective.

It is convenient te make a rough distinction between experiences
that are very closely dependent upon specific sense~organ stimula-
tion and those that are the result of complex patterns of stimula-
tion plus past experience and present attitude. The former experi-
ences can be called sensations, the latter perceptions. Thus the
redness of an apple is classified as a sensation, while reaction to
the whole object as an apple is classified as a perception. Once
these were fighting words to psychologists, because of the issue of
whether or not perceptions were composed of sensations, that is,
whether the perception of the apple was made up of the sensations of
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redness, smoothness, touch, and so on.

The words no longer carry this burden of controversial theory. A
sensation is not something of which a perception is composed; it is
a kind of perception in itself, but one arising directly from sense-
organ stimulation, and corresponding closely to aspects of the stim-
ulus., Hence sensations and perceptions do not differ in kind, but
shade imperceptibly into each other along a scale of complexity,
with perceptions more complexly determined by the patterning of
stimuli and the influences of experiernces not correlated with pres-
ent stimuli,

In discussing major approaches toward a definition of perception,

Ittelson (1962, pp. 664-674) states:

his

Perhaps every approach to psychological theory has been reflected in
a somewhat different definition of perception. These can conven-
iently be summarized, however, under three ramiliar contrasting
views: the phenomenological, the stimulus-response, and the fuuc-
tional, Today one rarely encounters any one of these in pure forn;
perhaps they had best be considered as different elements which ap-
pear to greater or lesser degree an. in varying combinatious in
most current definitions of perception,

The phenomenological approach . . . attempts to define perception

in terms of the subjective experience of the perceiver, It doces
this by taking certain aspects of conscious experience and declaring
that when, and only when, these aspects are present can we properly
speak of perception,

In sharp distinction, a psychophysically oriented stimulus-response
approach attempts to define perception'in terms of obsevvable char-
acteristics of the stimulus and the response. On the stimulus end,
this kind of definition usually simply asserts that there must be

an external stimulus and then limits the kinds of stimuli acceptable.

A functional definition tries to bridge the gap between these di-
vergent views by specifying the perceptual process in terms of the
relationship of that particular process to the total life function-
ing 2f the individual. A functional approach is by its very mnature
future-oriented and goal-directed. A functional definition puts the
person into a real situation and considers him as he actually ap-
pears in concrete living.

With reference to psychology texts in current use at the time of

writing, Bartley (1958, pp. 10-12) made this observation:

- Some of them give space to the discussion of perception'ﬁitbout
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Perhaps when the veader is finished with the section on perception,
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he is at a loss to put into a concise statement what perception was
said to be., Several conclusions may be distilled from what is to be
found in current treatments of perception in textbooks and elsewherc,
It seems that authors quite customarily act in accord with the
followving:

1, That perception may be dealt with by general description,
without necessarily introducing a formal definition for the
reader. It is as though it were taken for granted that nost
people know pretty much, in general, what perception is, and
that any further discussion of it can be carried out simply
by adding new illustrative material, or new anecdotal items.

2, That when definitions are offered, they need only be frag-
mentary, general, and need not place perception in relation
to the other processes that go to make up the individual's
overall behavior,

3. That sensation may still be loocked upon as an elementary
process underlying perception.

In that the phenomenon of perception is very complex, it seems
reasonable that the concept cannot be defined simply. Therefore, it is
not too surprising that the literature contains many different defini-
tions. ZPerhaps this is not ali bad in that a.study of numer ous defini-
tions helps create a more comprehensive appreciation and understanding
of the cbmplexity of the concept,

An understanding and appreciation of the complexity of the con-
cept do not substitute, however, for relating the concept to the prac-
ticalities of this étudy. In analyzing the many different definitions
of perception in the literature, the author concluded that there were
at least four basic elements of commonality in the definitions; These
basic elements of commonality do, in fact, relate to the practicélities
of the study. They are_(l).the senses, (2} the environment, (3) the

individual and, (4) past experieunce.




O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

19

Perception and the Senses

-

Most scientists agree with the premise that perception is a re-
sult of differing philosophies of psychology, and that the human ¢n
organs are a vital part of the process (McCown, 1969, p. 1l4). As carly
as 1890, James (pp. 76-78) defined perception as "the consciousness of
particular material things present to sense', stating that "sensational
and reproductive brain-processes combined are what give us the content
of our perceptions." James pointed out, however, that

percepition differs from sensation by the consciousness of farther
facts associated with the object of sensation; that every perception
is an acquired perception. '

Dennis (1951, pp. 149-150) used the term perception to refer to
an experience which is occasioned by the stimulation of sense organs.

Thac is, perceptions are to be distinguished from memory images,
reveries, trains of association, and hallucinations because these
are not directly caused by stimulation.

A perception requires tlhie presence of a stimulus, according to Dennis.
However, it is generally agreed that an experience'which is occa-
sioned by a stimulus is influenced not only by the immediate stimu-
lus but also by the reinstatement of the effects of previous stimu-
li. TIf this were not so, we would speak of sensation rather than
of perception. Perception is not the result of a succession of dis-
crete impingements from the outside world, but rather it is a con-

tinuous tuning-in, amplification, suppression, and interpretation.

Sargent and Williamson (1966, p. 212) believe that perception as

a process appears even before learning in the individual's attempt to

organize his behavior. His sensations gradually become structural into
meaningful relationships which are the essence of perception. In a sim-
ilar vein, Solley and Murphy (1960, p. 26) define perception as the

structuring of stimulation. Queener (1951, p. 16) proposes that percep¥

tion is an immediate interpretive response to stimuli, and, similar to
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others, that it is the organization which an organism gives the stimuli
impinging upon him,
In discussing structural factors in perception, Morgan (1951)

suggests that

ve can only see and feel what our sense organs and nervous system

let us sense (p. 25); that w¢ see with our eyes, hear with our ears,

and feel with our' skins, and it is obvious in each case that the

structure of the sense organ has a lot to do with what we perceive
through it (p. 27). _ .

Stagner and Karwoski (1952, p. 207) say that perception is the

process of obtaining knowiédge of external objects and events by means

of the senses, wihile Bartley (1958, p. 22) considers perception to be
the ovérall activity af.the organism that immnediately follows 5r.accom-
panies energistic impingements upon the sense organs. The sensory ap-
paratus mediates between the more internal ongoihg activities of the or-
ganism and the events outside it. To Néwcoﬁb, Turner, and Converse

(1965, p. 34) perception refers, literally, to the individual's organ-

ization of sensory input--that is, to what he does psychologically with

the stimuli currently impinging upon his sénse organs,’ Hilgard,(1957)

also gives the senses a prominent place in perception.

All man's information about the world comes to him by way of the
senses; all stimuli impinge upon him through the sensory mechan-
isms. It is a central fact of human behavior that we react not to
a single stimulus but tu patterns of stimuli. Thus, we must dis-
tinguish between the topics of sensation’and perception and discover
what principles of stimulus organization underlie our perception of
the world as composed of enduring, stable objects (p. 331). While
sensory content is always present in perception, what is perceived
. is influenced by set and prior experience, so that perci~tion is
more than a passive registration of stimuli impinging on sense
organs (p. 587). '
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In response to the question as to how percecption should be de-
fined, Allport (1955, p. 14) states:
As a first approximation let us say that it has something to do
with our awareness of the objects or conditions about us. It is
dependent to a large extent upon the impressions these objects make
upon our senses. It is the way things look to us, or the way they
sound, feel, taste, or smell. But perception also involves, to
some degree, an understandiag awareness, a ''meaning" or a
"recognition'" of these objects.
The literature reveals that social scientists are ir. general
agreement that the role of the semse organs is important in the process

of perception but that perception involves much more than simple re-

sponse to stimuli.

Perception and the Environment

Webster (1947, p. 334) defines environment as the aggregate of
all the external conditions and influences affecting the life and de-
velopment of an organism. Bartley (1958, p. 4) suggests that perceiv-
ing has been taken to be a process by which the organism relates itself
to its surroundings. 1In perceiving, says Bartley, the individual inter-
prets, discriminates, and identifies objects and conditions experienced
to be existing in the environment.

Perception, whether overt or introspective, is an immediate reaction
to a set of conditions that pertain now. If the reaction called a
perceptual act changes something in the environment or relocates the
organism in it, the next instant a new perception or apprehension
of some sort is provided for (Bartley, 1958, p. 46).

Munn (1962, pp. 391-392) also relates perception to the environ-

ment:

‘Perceiving is a process comparable with discriminating, differen-
tiating, and observing. The term is customarily used to refer to
relatively complex receptor and neural processes which underlie our
awvareness of ourselves in our world. This awareness is referred to
as perception.
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Describing pcheption_as the exﬁericnce of objects and events
which are here, now, Boring, Langfeld, and»Weid (1948, pov. 215-217) sayv
perception is always a response to some change‘or diffefence in the en-/
vironment.and is the ﬁirst event in‘the chain which leads from the stim-
ulus to actionm, Hiiga;d (1951)_be1ievés that perception results frém

an interaction between within-the-organism factors and within-the-

envircnment factors (p. 97); that perception is not a passive process

s

or régistration but.aﬁ active process of interaction bgtween‘organism
and environmment; that perception is an achievement and as in the case of
other acﬁievements‘it is regulated and given direction B&“%hat the or-
ganism is trying to dq. Qur pgrceptiohs achieve for us a world that is
relatively stable by e#cluding so far as possible contradictory évidence

(p. 103).

Blake and Ramsey (1951, p. 5) use the term perception to refer
to
‘those interactions between an orgarism and its (necessary) environ-
ment in which the form of response is governed by the signal or sign
significance as contrasted with the energy strength or quality or
-pattern of the stimulus configuration itself. 1In these cases ‘the
signal or sign significance of the stimulus comes to exist-(either
spontaneously or effortfully) as an emergent from certain specifiec
previous organism-environment interactions of the individual,

Beach (1951, p. 56) refers to perception as one name for a cer~

tain class of interactions between the organism and its environment

while Bronfenbrenner (1951, p. 207) defines it in its broadest sense as

signifying the way in which the person structures his world and himself..
Allpbrt (1955, p. 14) says we can include all the senses and can inter-
pret perception as covering the awareness of complex environmental sit-

uations as well as of single objects.
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In relating perception to a distinct personal-social context,
Ittelson and Cantril (1954) propose

that perceiving is that part of the process of living by which each
one of us, from his own particular point of view, creates for him-
self the world within which he has his life experiences and through
which he strives to gain his satisfactions (p. 5).

Perception is the process by which a particular person, from his
particular behavioral center attributes significances to his imme-
diate environmental situation. And the significances which he at-
tributes are those which he has discovered from past experiences
have furthered his purpose, The perceiving process often leads one
to incorrect interpretations, beliefs, and attitudes as to the sig-
nificance of the envirommental situation. The degree of incorrect-
ness represents the lack of correspondence between perceptual aware=-
ness and the true environmental situation,

Perception and the Individual

The literature is quite consistent in stressing the relationship
of perception to the individual.

Each individual begins with ~ertain physical structures, including
the receptor, central, and eifector nervous systems as well as the
skeletal, respiratory, digestive, and other systems. These several
part-systems in unitary organization constitute the more important
structures involvecd in perception. The selective manner in which
these part-systems are utilized in perception, however, is largely
determined by the unique interaction between the individual and the
cultural media which he has passed through and of which he is a
part at present (Blake, Ramsey, and Moram, 1951, p. 9).

Hilgard (1951, p. 95) proposes that physical structures are in-
herited and that the inherited structures not only determine species
differences in perceiving but individual differences within the species

.

as well, ’
In seeking a theory of ﬁerception, Bruner (1951, pp. 123-124)
. takes thé position that such a theory should account systematically for

individual differences in the perqutuél process, that

perceiving involves a three-step cycle. Analytically, we may say
that perceiving begins with an expectancy or hypothesis. The
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"second analytic step in the perceiving process is the input o[ in-
formation from the enviromment. The third step in the cycle is a
checking or confirmation procedure.

In support of Bruner's statement concerning perceptual individuality,

Klein (1951, p. 329) says the touchstone of any personality theory is

how well it accounts for differences among people, _
A given situation, particularly a social one, never is psycholog-
ically identical for different persons. Each individual perceives
and interprets a situation via his sensory capacities, attention,
past experience, motives, attitudes, expectations, and the like,
i.e., in terms of his unique pattern of experience and personality.
Objective actions are perceived in a context of personal experien-
ces and tendencies, past and present, Perception . . . is influ-
enced by the feelings, attitudes, and mental set of the subject.
(The term. 'set" refers to the perceptual orientation, or the readi-
ness 'to perceive a given event or range of stimuli.) In other
words, one literally "sees" the world as he wishes (Sargent and
Wllllamson 196606, pp. 213-215) .

Stated another way by Ittelson (1962, p. 677), "the world as we' experi-
ence it is a product of perception, not the cause of it."

That the.individual is paramount in the concept of pefeeption
was pointed.oot very emphaeically by Ittelson and Caotril (1954, pp. 2-
4) when they concluded that: |

1. Perceptions present themselves through concrete individuals deal-
ing with concrete situations and can be studied only in terms of
transactions in which they can be observed,

2, Pexceiving is always done by partictular persons from théir own
unique position in space and time, Such perception is 1nf1uenced
by the person's own- combination of experience and needs.

3. Within a particular transaction, and operating from his own per-
sonal point of view, each person creates for himself his own psy-
chological envirunment by attributing certain aspects of his ex-
perience to an environment which hc believes exists 1ndependent
of the experience,

In other words, perceiving is that part of the process of living by
which each of us, from his own‘particular point -of view, creates for him--
- self the world within which he has life's experience and through which
O
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he strives to gain satisfactions (p. 5). Dartley (1958, p. 22Z) agrees
that in studying perception we are studying what it is that the organism
experiences and not what the physical world contains or is made up of.
White (1970, p. 14) makes an interesting observation in stating
that an individual is not conscious at any instance of all the external
stimuli around him or of all the potential activities that might be
brought to consciousness. Supporting this thought, Hartley (1952, p.
229) postulated that
the individual ignores some stimuli, adds others, and organizes the
whole so that certain stimuli are more important than others. None
of us lives in direct contact with physical reality. Our eyes see
as .they do because of their physical and nervous structires. We do
not really see the physical world. What we see is the result of the
interaction between our own anatomy, the physical aspects of the
universe, and what we have learned in our past expeérience.
Hilgard (1957, p. 389) cautions that personality characteristics,
such as rigidity and intolerance of ambiguity, may determine how the in-

dividual perceives, pointing out that the satisfying of individual needs

and values may lead to perceptual distortion,

Perception and Past Experience

Most social scientists give past experience a very prominent
part in the total perceptual scheme. Past experience presents the
framework within which the indiyidual can relate stimulation coming
from his environment to an interpretation.

Van Dalen (1966, pp. 54-55) defines perception as the art of
linking what is sensed with some past experience to give the éeﬁsation
meaning. Granting that perceptions’may be relatively simple or highly

;

complex, Van Dalen takes the position that man interprets his sensations

in terms of past experiemnce. Hobhouse (1969, p. 38) concurs by stating
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that past experiences have so prepared the mental structure that it re-
acts to a given stimulus with judgment. Jolmson (1948, p. 186) goes a
step further in proposing

that the raw.material delivered to the brain by the sense organs via
sensory. nerves is used and interpreted by the individual in accord-
ance with his past experience and -in furthelance of whatever activi-.
ties he may be engaged in at the moment. B

Blake and Ramsey (1951) comsider that a person's reaction

is determined by the meaning the individual's prior experience have
given to the stimulus’ configuration (p. 5). The most important ad-
justments of the individual are not the consequence of t.e direct
effect on the organism of stimulus energies or stimuius patterns.
Rather, human behavior is governed by learned interpretations or im-
plications a351gned on thé basis of experience to conflgulatlons of
stimulus energies (p. 8).

The way one sees reality is contingent not only on the capacity of
his given physical structure for detecting stimulus configurations
and integrating information about stimuli but also on modifications
in the use of the structure which derive from the impact of the
experience. The summed effects result in the individual's having
more or less appropriate response patterns ready in order to cope
with each of a myriad of specific stimulus configurations (p, 9).

The authors concede, however, that perception is not altogether the

product of past experiences, for perception is a developmental product,

‘an ongoing process.

In reference to the transactional theory of perception, one of
thirteen theories listed by Allport (1955), Bartley (1958, p. 17) says
the theory involves thé rééognition that past experience plays an im-

portant role in perceiving. This pertains not only to specific objects

but to the nature of the world in which the organism finds itself.

Certain assumptions, as it were, result, according to Bartley, and per-

ception occurs in accord with these. Dember (1960, p, 7) cautionc,

however, that the assumptions that” the individual develops in the course

of his transactions with his environment lead him astray in special



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

27

circumstances, as he does nolL see things the way they really are but
vather .in ways that are compatible with his assumptions.

Gault and Deltom {1925, p. 181) support the theory that per-
ception in general rests upon the residue of the experiences the indi-
vidual has had with his world and that their form is affeckted by the
mental state and content that prevail at the time. Gault and Delton de-
scribe perception as-a reflection on one's nature, chiefly of cne's ac-
dquired nature, while Klaﬁsmier (1961, p. 7) refers to‘perception as a
sensation “together with a context of other experiences that give it
meaning."

There is an old proverb that "it's bard to tell-where.you are

unless you know where you've been.'" This thought would seem to relate

to perception and past experience.

Factofs Influencing Perceptioh
Based upon an extensive review of the literature, it is obvious
that perception is influenced by many factors., Basically, these factors
may be classified as internal ana extgrnal. Sherif and Sherif (1956,
pp. 79-80) spoke to this point:

Perscentual structuring is not only « "cognitive" affair. It is
jointly determined by thc totality of functionally related external
factors and intermal factors coming into the structuring process at
a given time. The extermal factors are stimulating situations out-
side of the individual--objects, events, other persons, groups, cul-
tural products, and the like. The internal factors are motives,
emotions, attitudes, general states of the organism, effects of past
experience, etc.

Krech et al. (1962, p. 25) take a similar stand:

Only certain objects, among all the objects that are "out there",
enter into the individual's conception of the outside world. And
the characteristics of these objects may be '"distorted!" to fit his
physiological requirements., The selective organization of cognition
is determined by two interacting seil:s of factors: stimulus Ffactors
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and personal facltors. By stimulus factors are meant those which
derive from the nature of the stimulus object, e.g., frequency and
intensity. Personal factors are those which derive from the char-
acteristics of the perceiving individual, e,g.; his wants, emotiomns,
and mental sets, as he strives to .construct a meaningful world.

Kahn and Cannell (1957, pp. 36-37) add further emphasis to the internal-

external viewpoint by asserting that "the way one sees the world or any-.

~thing in it depends only in part upon external objective reality, and

for the rest upon individual needs, goals, motives, and past experi-
ences." Bartley (1958) refers to the influence of factors represented
in the observer himself as important in the determination of perception,
including such factors as set, stance, and others (p..89). On the other
hand, he also ;oints out that the relationship between perception and
the quantification of stimulation s another aspect of perceptual de-
velopment (p. 91). Cantril (1957, pp. 119-126) described perceiving
as a '"transaction" between the perceiver and the perceived, a process of
negotiation in which the perceptual end product is a result both of in-
fluences within the perceiver and of characteristics of the perceived,
Bonner (1953, pp. 96-97) groups factors influencing perception
under - three major categories: (1) functional, (2) structural, and (3)

cultural determinants.

The functional aspects of perception are those properties which are -

affected by the person's social-psychological organization--by his
memory, needs, habits, and past expurience.

The structural determinants of perception are physiological in char-
acter, so that we perceive the natural world around us as we do by
virtue of the neuro-physiological character of the organs of percep-
tion and learning. They are constituted, furthermore, by the physi-
cal qualities orf the perceived object,

The cultural determinants of perception are those factors which -
cause us to see the world in terms of customs, traditions, and

ideals.

With reference to structural factors in perception, Morgan
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(1951, pp. 53-54) proposes that certain anatomical structures have a
bearing on pgrception. He lists aging, brain injury, and body chemistry
as being iﬁvalved. ‘ .
Conéerning social and culturél factors, Safgent and Williamson
(1966, pp. 214-216) state that perception is influenced by the feelings,.
attitudes, and mental set of the subject as well as by the social
standards or ''morms'" and Verbal and numerical symbbls. Intelligence,
educatidn, occupation, religion, and geographic background are all list-
ed as conditioning influences in the interpretation of reality,
| Many authors relate factors influencing perception to the indi-
vidual and his own particular needs and values, In 1958, Bruner {(pp. 85-
94) described what he called the.”New Look™" in pgrception as one in
which personal determinants of the perceﬁtual process were being:
"stressed., He showed the importance of such subjective influences as
needs, values; culturglvbackground, and interests om the perceptual pro-
cess, Many others concur with Bruner in regard to personal factors in—.
fluencing perception. .Sargent and Williamson t1966, p. 213) state that
each individual perceiveé and interprets a éituation via his sensory
capacities, atteption,-past experience, motives, attitudes, expecta-
tions, feelings, and mental sets; that is, in terms of his unique pat~-
tern of experience and personality, | ‘ :
The fact that emotions ané personal neceds of the_peféeiver ig-
fluence percéption is clearly pointed;out by Krech.and Crutchfield
 (1948, p. 7 ’ | | o
~ There are'no "iﬁpartiél facts," Data do noﬁ have a logic of their
own that results in the same perceptions and cognitions for all
people. Data are perceived and interpreted in terms of the individ-

ual perceiver's own needs, own emotions, own: personality, own pre-
viously formed cognitive patterns, .
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vValues, another personal characteristic, have a definite influ-
ence on one's perception according to Postman et al. (1948, p. 43):
The perceciver, whatever the nature of the stimulus, favors the pre-.
solution hypotheses which reflect his value orvientation. He will,
therefore, perceive more readily stimulus objects which lie within
the same value area as his preferred presolution hypothesis.
Taking a different approach, Zalkind and Costello (1964, pp. 33-
34) suggest that when trying to determine some of the factors that in-
fluence perception it is necessary, rather, to consider what influences
distort one's perceptions and judgments of the outside world. They cite
the work of Johmson (1945, pp. 193-224) who suggested the following
about the perceiver:
1, He may be influenced by considerations that he may not be able
to identify, responding to cues that are below the threshold of

his awareness.

2. When required to form difficult perceptual judgments, he may re-
spond to irrelevant cues to arrive at a judgment.

3. In making abstract or intellectual judgments, he may be influ-
enced by emotional factors--what is liked is perceived as cor-
rect.

4, He will weigh perceptual evidence coming from respected (or fa-
vored) sources more heavily than that coming from other sources.

5. He may not be able to identify all the factors on which his
judgments are based.

Zalkind and Costello caution that these considerations do not imply
that we respond ﬁnly to the subtle or irrelevant cues or to_emotidnal
factors, We often perceiwve on the basis of the obvious, but we are
quite likely tobbe responding as well to the less obvious or less ob-
jective. The authors point out that onme of the most important of the
subjective factors that influence the way we perceive is set. Hilgard
(1957, p. 389) believes that the satisfying of individual needs and

values may lead to perceptual distortion, Personality characteristics,

»
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such as rigidity and intolerance of ambiguity, may likewise. determine

how the individual perceives, according to Hilgaxd.

In discussing further obstacles Lo accurate observation or per-

ception, Van Dalen (1966, p. 55, suggests that the possibility of per-
ceptual error is always present when the observer makes inferences on

the basis of scanty sensory cues,

Anticipation of an event can also cause him to make a faulty infer-
ence. Strong personal interests tend to make one see only those
things he wants to see, Perceptions, therefore,. are subject to dis-
tortions because of the observer's emotions, motivations, prejudices,
mental sets, sense of values, physical condition, and errors of in-
ference.

Past experience is given a prominant place by many authors as an

important factor that influences perception. According to Blake and

Ramsey (1951, p. 7),

an individual's perceptual activity must be fabricated from his cur-
renl organization of personally meaningful and significant experi-
ences, These integrations, which achieve conceptual representation
in the form of the individual's unique organization of internal
cets, beliefs, attitudes, selector tendencies, or hypotheses, are
derived from the ascientific techniques of knowing adapted from the

- past for use in achieving a stable, definite and predictable present.

Cantril (1967, p. 284) introduces somewhat different terminologzy

-

our percepition depends in large part on the assumptions we bring to
any particular occasion. 'This implies that the meanings and signif-
icancies we assign to things, to symbols, to people, and to events
are the meanings and significances. we have built up through our

past experience, and arc not inherent or intrinsic in the "stimulus''
itself, )

Smith .and Smith (1958, pp._223-224) present the concept of per-

ception in total response, pointing out that the organization of the
perceptual world is due to several different factors., The cerebral cor-
tex itself is a remarkable integrative mechanism, they say, enabling the

individual to react to many distinct sensory impuls:s in an orderly

'
- i

t
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and meaningful way.

Then, too, the perceptual world is organized in terms of past experi-
ences and learning. But there are other more immediate factors that
help détermine what the individual shall perceive and how he shall
"percéive it--namely, the individual's cmotional states, his needs

and drives.’ Perception interacts with all other phases of behavior-
to determine total résponse. '

Sﬁraughﬁ 01963,.p° 16) suggests several factors which inflﬁéﬁce
the individualis-péfceptioh: (1).thé sénsitivity and,éffeé}ivéhess of an
individﬁalfs'sense 6rgan33-(2).set'and prior experiences and_the accom-
panying ﬁentél'struétﬁre déﬁeloped‘in each individual, (3) abiiity_to
intérprét-new experiences;by.aésociating or relatiné them to pasf-gxperi;

ences, (4) strength of stimulus impingement on the perceiver, and (5)

memory or ability to recall.

Findings of Related Perception Studies
. Fifteen perception studies related to the Cooperative Extension
Service were reViewed in this study. Tive of the studies involved coun-

ty commissioners as respondents (ﬁoqne, Utah, 1965; White, North Carolina,

3 .

1965; Campbeli, Oklahoma, 1968;,Dowéli, Oklahoma, 1970; and Torrance,
Georgia, 1970), four involved state 1egiélators (Blalock, North Carolina,
1963; Smith, North Carolina,51967; McCown, Florida, 1969; and White,

-

Alabama, 1970), four involved respondents engaged in commercial agricul-

+ture and/or agribusiness (Lawson, California cotton farm operators,

1959{ Griffith, Kansas formula feed operators, 1961; Amburgey, Arizona

commercial fertilizer manufacturer and distributor representatives,

1962; and Cavender, Alabama meat packers and procesSors, 1964) , and two

involved Cooperative Extension advisory committees (Biever,.Wisconsin,

1957; and Moore, Montana, 1962

‘In the review of literature concerning the above studies, only

p ) ) )
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those aspects of the studies rclating to Extension program content
(subject matter areas) and clientele were regarded as relating directly

to this study.

Content (Subject Matter) of Extension Programs

The data in Table 1 show rank order comparisons of nine
Extension program areas as perceived by groups studied by Blalock,
Amburgey, Griffith, Moore, Cavender,-and White. The nine program areas

listed are broad program areas identified in the Extension publication

The Cooperative Extension Servjce Today--A Statement on Scope and

Rgsponsibility (1958) and around which many state Cooperative Extension
Service.programs have been developed. \
In addition to ranking the nine program areas according to per-
ceived importance, Griffith (1961, pp. 70-72) also asked the Kansas
formula feed operators to give their opinion as to whether the county
Extension agents should place more effort and emphasis, the same, or
less on each of the nine basic program areas. Only three program areas,
farm and home management, training and developing leaders, and commun-
ity development were rated as needing more emphasis_by morz than fifty.
percent of the respondents. Livestock and crop production, soil, water,
~nd grass conservation, family 1: -ing, 4-H Club work and youth develop-
ment, and public policies and affairs were rated as nceding the same
emphasis by more than fifty percent of the respondentsurrﬁarketing of
farm products was rated by.fﬁrty six peréent of the respondents as
needing more emphasis, and by ten percent as needing less emphasis.
Family living was rated as needing more emphasis by only eighteen: per-

cent of the respondents.
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Amburgey (1962, pp. 58-061) also asked the commercial fertilizer
manufacturer and distributor representatives to rate the same nine. pro-
gram areas in terms of the emphasis-being given at that time to ecach
area, Conéervation, wise use and development of natural resources and
public poclicies were the only areas which ﬁere rated as being under-
emphasized by fifty percent of the respondents. Familylliving was rated
as under-~emphasized by only 12.1 percent while 54.4 percent felt that
the emphasis was about right., More than QG peréent of ﬁhe respondents
rated the degree of emphasis on 4-H Ciub work and youth development as
about right while 17.6 percent rated it as under-emphasized.

Dowell (1970, pp. 64-66) presented a comparison of the impor-
tance county commissionevs and county Extension staffs placed on cach df
the nine program areas in relation to the amount of time and effort
county staffs reported spendiﬁg on each area. Agripultural production
was rated of first importance by cbunty comuissioners and also by coun-
ty staffs in terms of actual time and effort spent‘in the area. Youth
development was rated second in importance by both groups. Agreemant
was rather high throughout:, except in leadership development and family
1iviné. Commissioners viewed leadership developmen: as having third
highest priority while county staffs ranked it sixth. On the other hand,
county staffs ranked family living third while commissioners ranked it
eighth. County staffs ranked”agricultﬁral production, youth development,
and family living first, second, and third, respectively, which obvious-
ly, states Dowell, concurs with the three major program categories in
eaéh county--agriculture, 4-H, and home economics.b Both groups consid-
ered public affairs least important of the nine program areas listed.

Smith (1967, pp. 97-100), McCoun (L969,lpp. 51-56), and White
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(1970, p. 68) all conducted perceptual studies concgrning the
Cooperative Extension Service and involving state 1égislatofs from
ﬁorth Carolina, Florida, and Alabama, respectively., Rather than scak~
ing a rank order of the program areas per se, these investigators
showed the legislators a iist bf the nine Scope Report program areas and
asked them to indicate the.three program areas they perceived as the
most important and the three that were the least important to the wel-
fare of their constituents.

The three program areas percei&éd to be the most important by
the North Carolina legislators were conservation of natural resources,

marketing of farm products, and efficiency in agriculture. ' The three

" least important program areas were family living, public affairs, and

community and resource development.

The Alébama 1egislgtors considered the most important program
areas to be conservation of natural resources, agricultural production,
and marketing5>distribution_and utilizatioﬁ_bf agricultural products.

; ‘ . o -
The three least important program areas were 1eadersﬁip developﬁenta
community impro&ement and résource,development, and public affairs.

The 1argest number of Florida'legislators perceived agficultural
production and marketing, distribution, and utilization of agricultural
products to be the two most important program areas with an equal number
of legislators_selectfhg conservation of natural resources and farm man-
‘agement as a fhird. Leadership development, community improvemen% and re-
source development, and public affairs were selected by more than fifty
percent of tﬂe legislators as 1eaét impgrtant. Twenty percent of the

Florida legislators felt more emphasis should be placed on conservation

of natural resources as a program area while only. four percent thought
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the program areaS'"leadefship deﬁelopmentﬂ and "public affairs"

!
had been over-emphasized.

Biever (1957, pp. 91-93), Lawson (1959, pp. 125-126) , and

r~-“'/Torrance (1970, pp. 36-38) chose a different approach to the determina-

O
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tion of their respondents' perception of Extension. programs. Each de-

. veloped his own list of subject matter areas in contrast to using the

nine Scope Report areas per se.

Bieyer asked each Exténsion advisory committee respoﬁdent to
indicate the amount of emphasié which should Be‘placéd on tﬁenty difj
ferent sﬁbject matter aréasnas they perceivgd the need of emphasis in
the _cdunty° Dairy cattie management'ranke& firéﬁ, field crops éecond,
soil ménage@ént and farm managemept tied for third, foods énd putrition
ranked_fifth, health and safety'sixth, and ﬁome management -and home fu;_
nishinés rahked seventh;* Biever .explained that as moét éf the agricul-
tural committee gankihg the pfogram.areas were férmers, one would ex-
pect them to attach a higher degree of importance to subject matter
areas felated to aériculture than homemakiﬁg°

Lawson asked commercial cotton fafmers to express their think-
iﬁg as to the eﬁphasis that various subjeét mattgr.aéeas shéuld receive
compared to what waéitﬁen being done: in the couﬁéy. Fifteéﬁ subject

matter areas were listed.and the respondents were asked to read them
. . ' i . .

" over and inéicate.whéther they would like to see more emphasis, :about

the same emphasis, or less emphasis on each subject matter area. With

the. exception of marketing farm products, over fifty percent of the re-

spondents expressed

about the same emphasis'' for each of the program
areas. A substantial number, however, felt that more emphasis should

be placed on plant diseases and insect control, consumer education,
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public affairs; farm maﬁagemeﬁt; soil manegement, aﬁd-eropping praceices.

Torrance was concerned only Witﬁ selected program areae relating _
to hcﬂe>economics w0rk. County cdmmission chairmenieStablished_a ;ank
order'oﬁjToffance's nine pregram areas as shown in Table 2, Over\half
ef.the county commission chairmen:seleeted;three_preg;am areas thatfk“
should receive ”much" consideration. These were 'foods and nutritibn-”
“leadershlp and c1tlzensh1p 1" and "healtn.and safeLf.“ "FOOdb and nutri--
tion" was chosen by sevenLy flvc percenL of the county commission chalr-"
men.to receive ''much" COnsieeration while another twenty-foer percent_pf ’
the:commissioﬁefe ﬁhoeght ié should receive ''some" eonsideration{

'Hbrne (1965, p. 35) mailed questionnéireg;gg_gounty commissione#s

and Extension agents in eighteen counties in Utah. The respondents were .-

asked to indicate the importance they placed on the nine Scope Reﬁore-

-

program areas. plus one additional one, "adult education." -The rank

order established by the respondents is shown in Table 3,

Clientele of Extension Programs

The data in Table 4 show rapk order comparisohs of ten
ciientele.gfoups bylGriffith (1961}, Moore (19%25, and Awnburgey (1962)

and eleven cllentele groups by Blalock (1963), White (1965), Horne (1965),

and Dowell (1970) “Tn a;l of the studies except that of Amburgey, re-

~ spondents were asked to indicate the amount of time and effort they felt J—

Extension should*spend with each of the clientele groups., Amburgey

asked- respondean to rate Extension' s rcspons1b111ty to the various .

]
~

clientele groups..

Other studies relating to Extension clientele were conducted by

//J

Lawson (1959), Smith (1967), Campbell (1968), White (1970), and Torrance

R¥ﬁi
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(1970).

When Lawson asked if .he commercial cotton farm operators in
California thought Extension should provide educational assistanee to
commercial organizations who deal directly with the farmer, uinety-eight
percent of the respondents answered affirmatively. Ninety four pefcent
said they thought Extension should pfovide educational assistance Lo
farm organizations, commodity-groups, etc, .Opinion as to Extension's
responsibilities to non-farm families was less decisiﬁe, although a con-
vincing majority of respondents (seventy two percent) felt fhat Extension
should work with these people .if it did not require persornal visits from
the farm advisor!

Smith showed North Cérolina legislators a card 1isting_sevgra1
clieritele groups that might seek Extension's assistance from time to
time or around which_Eernsion might develop programs. Each legislator
was then asked to indicate the relative amount of time which he felt
Extension shculd devcte to each of these éroups. The clientele were
grouped into (1) farm clienteie which inciuded large commercial itfmq,
small subsistence farms, part-time farmers, and farm organizations; and,
(2) non-farm clienﬁele which ipcluded businesses serving fgymers, égri—
cultufal marketiné fifﬁs, bdsinesses serving al]lconsumers, rural non-
farm families, town and village families, and urban families.

Legislators' responses‘showed a significant association between
size of business or farm the legislator was associated with §hd the re-
lative amount of time tpey felt Extension should devote tojlarge com-
mercial farms, Well over half (fifty five percent) of the respondents
associated with large entérprises felt that Extens®on personnel should

spend a "great deal or most" of their time with this group.



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

43
Approximately ‘one-Eourth of those legislators connected with small or
medium size enterprises- felt the 1arge.commcfcia1 farms were entitled
to this much time. |
There appeared té be a trend in the direction of greater im-
portance being attached to the small subsistence farms as the legisla-

tors' urban orientation increased. This conclusion was supported by the

. fact that a much higher percentage of the legislators perceiving their

county or district as being evenly divided (fifty five percent) or
mostly urban (sixty six percent) felt that Extension personnel should
spend a '"great deal or most'" of their time with the small subsistence
farms than was the case witl. those legislators perceiviﬁg their constit-
uency as mostly rural or completely rural.l The same trend was evidenced
with respeét to theylegislators' place of residence. Sixty one percent
of the legislators from towns of 5,000 - 24,999 populatioﬁ and fifty
nine percent of those in the city over 25,000 category were of ‘the .
opinion that Extension personnel should spend a "great deal or most'

of their time with the small subsistence farms. Only about forty one
percent of the legislators from rural farms or viligées with popula~
tions of less than 5,000 felt that the organization should devote this
much thne.to this gfoup. .

So far as the non-farm clientele group was concerned, the legis-
lators' résgonses indicated that degree of involvement with the Extepsign
Service.exerted by far the greatest influence on legislators' perce;tion
in this area. The association pattern was in the direction of the high-
er the degree of involvement the more importance the respondents

attached to the non-farm groups as being Extension clientele. The one

exception related to businesses serving all consumers. Legislators
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with a low degree of Extension involvement perceived businesses serv-
ing all consumers as a moderately important clientele group. Those who
had a medium amount of involvement with Extensién perceived this type
of business as entitled to little or none of Ekﬁension's time. As.the
legislators' involvement continued to increase, however, the importance
they attached to Extension's working Wiﬁh this group increased to:ap-
proximately the same level as that held by tﬁe lov involvement category.

Legislators' perception of the type of county or district they
representcd was the second most important influence on perception re-
garding non-farm clientele, With the exception of businesses serving
farmers and_buéinesses serving ail consumers there was a tendenéy for
the legislators whe perceived their county or district as complétely
rural to attach the greatest importance to the non-farm groups as being
Extension clientele. The legislators who perceived their constituency
Lo be mostly urban felt that, with the exception of businesses serving
all consumers, Extension should spend the least amoﬁnt of time with the
non-farm clientele groups. Legislators who perceived their coﬁnty or
district to be evenly divided (rural-urban) were the ones who felt
Extension should spend the most time working ﬁith businesses serving
all consuﬁers. JIn contrast, iegislators who perceived their'cqunty or
districf as beingicohﬁletely rural qr'mostly urban were the ones who
felt- that Extensiontéhould spend the leést_amount of time with this non-
farm clientele gféué}

The legislators' place of residence was éignificantly associa-
ted with their perception relative to non-farm clientele only in thev

case of businesses serving farmers. A higher percentage of the legis-

lators who resided on rural farms perceived this clientele group to be
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ent;tled to a “great'deal or most" of Extension's time than was true
with any of the other residence.categories.

| Size of farm or business with which the legislators were asso-
riated was significantly associated with perceptica of the amount of
time Extension should spend with non-farm clientei;”éroups only in_the: '
case of agricultural marketing'firms. Those legislators associated
with medium and large size enterpriées felt that Extension should spend
a "great deal or most! of the time working with these firms, Only
twenty one péfcent of those legiélétors who wére associated with small
units felt that Extension should spend this much time with agricultural
marketing firms. |

Neither the legislators'

length of legislative service nor oc-
cupation showed é significant association with perdeption of the rela;
tive amount of time that Extension should spend with non-farm clientcie
groups.

o Campbell (1968) asked’Oklahomé county commissioners to select
from a list of sevén clientele gro;ps the one they Eeit would benefit
most from specialized Agricultural Ektension help. The 1list includéd

small, subsistence type favmers; average size family type farmers;

agricultural business firms; larger commercial farmers; agricultural

*
.

marketing firms; part—tiﬁe farmers; farm organizations;" and, ﬁhere was
provision for '"mo response." Data indicated that the commissioners felt
that average size‘family farmers would receive the most benefit from
specialized Extension help in agriculture, followed‘by larger commercial
farmers. None of the other clientele gfoups listed were chosep by more

than 9.1 percent of the commissioners,

White (1970) asked Alabama legislators to indicate the amount
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. with ybung-children,” and ”youhg newly married homemakers,"

:
- &6
~of tiﬁé and effort_the C60pérative»Extqnsion Service should spend with-
gach of fourtéen ciientele-grdups; in contraét.to the timq_and effort
tﬁe:élientelé groﬁps were then receiving., The rank)orderidistribution
- of responses for increased emphaéis is éhéwn in Table 5.;.
Iorrance'(1970) conducted a study to detefmine Georgia county
_commission chairmen's perception of»the home economics phase-of the
Georgié Cooperative Extension Service program. He also involved a
Cooperative Extension Service jury as_fespdndents. The rank o?der o%
responses ragarding time and effort Ekéenéioﬁ home economists shbuld
spénd with sele;ted élientele groups is shown in Tébié 6,

Over half of the county commission chairmen indicated "much"

-

time and effort should be spent with "4-H Cluﬁgrgﬁgjyouth," "low in-

come and disadvantaged families," "rural farm families," "homemakers
.

Eighty two percent of the county commission chairmen and sixty

_eight percent of the jury indicated thati"muﬁh” time and effort should
. t . : :

be devoted to "4-H Clubs and youth," "Four-H Clubs aﬁd youth% rankéd;
highest among clientele groups by both county commission bhéirmén.and
Extension jury. 'Low indome'and Qisadvantaged.faﬁilieS" waslrank%d
'second by ;hé county commission chaifmen with sixty siX‘percent indica-
t%ng "much" for the réIaLive priority to be given., This group was
ranked seventh by the Jury.?'

"Rural farm families' and "homemakers Wiﬁh young childreh”'were
the next two fanking c¢lientele groupé for botﬁ the commissionérs'anﬁ

. . .

jury. = "Organized home gconomics'clubs” should receive "much" tiﬁe and

"effort according tq,fbrty three percent of the county commission chair-

men but only twenty four pefcent of the jury indicated "much."
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"Organized home econémiqs clubs" was ranked sixth by the commiSSioners_
bqt next to the lowest (eleventh) by the jury. '"Rural non-farm
families" and "small town énd village'faﬁilieé” were Viewed as'thé next‘
most imﬁortant clientelé'gfouﬁé.in terms of Extension home economistsf

time and effort expended in their behalf according to county commission

" chairmen. These groups were rated slightly higher in this respect by

the jury than by'tﬁe cémmissionens. The jury rénked‘"spécial classes or
interest groups" relatively high (2.5) but this group was rated much
lower (8.5) by the commissioners,

" "Urban or city families,!" “older homemakefsjand retired people,"
and "workipg women'" were perceived by the commissiongrs to be the lowest
rénking groups (tenth, eléventh, ;nd twelfth) from tﬂé point of fiew of
the county Extension home economisté'.fime expenditure. Only ten to

| R o DR - o - o
twenty percent of the commissioner; in@icaﬁed‘”much" for thg Felative
priority'fhesé éroups should .receive, The-jury also gave the%evthreé
clienéelelgroups ‘the 1ower.pri§ritieé;'.‘ |

According to Torréncg, even though differenceé in ranking were

very evident for some -clientele groups, the'general level of agreement

'l

between county commission chairmen and the Extension jury was relatively
high. The widest disagreement was.shown for the clientele groups
: 3 -

"special classes or interest groups,' "organ.zed home economics. clubs,"

 —
T "

‘ s ) . ) . . .
--and"""low income and disadvantaged families." Over one-fourth of the

O
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county commission chairmen indicated that "none" or "not: much" considera-
tion should he given "urban or city families," "older homemakers and

retired peopie," and "working women."
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Summary” . _ o
This chapter has presented a review of 1iteratute establishing

a £ramework For Lhe deflnltlon of pcrccptlon as used in thb study. A

discussion of the factors influencing'perception_has also been included.

__In summary, the following points seem to be important in choos-

" ing a definition of perception for use in analyzing, understanding, in-

terpreting, and describing perceptual differences observed in this

study:

1. Perception involves the .senses. All man's information about the
world around'him (his environment) comes to him by way of the
senses, We react, however, not to a single stimulus bui to pat-

- terns of stimuli, :

2, Since perception involves the senses, it is an individual matter.
Therefore, there may be as many dlfferenL perceptlons as thele
are individuals.,

3. Pefceptioﬁ involves not only receiving stimuli but interpreting
and describing these stimuli in terms that are meanlngful to the
1nd1V1dua1 1n the light of past experlenceo

4, Perception'must-be considered and dealt with in terms of what. the
organism actually experiences and not necessarlly what the- phy31—
cal world contains, or is made up of

5. Various internal and external factors may profoundly influence
both the interpretation of the stimulus and the response it is
likely to provoke, oo

6. Perception is a dynamic, cumulative phenomenon that may be con-
Llnually chanﬂlﬂg within the organism. - ‘

The definition by Hilgard, as cited earlievr, appeared to essen-
tially meet all of«these criteria,

y

Fifteen perceptual studies similar to this‘study'Were reviewed,
Each stuly contained oce or more of the elements of perception included

i» this study.' The findings were presented z.ad discussed.  Difforences

and similarities in the findings were noted,
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" Hypotheses of the Study.

Within the context of the theoretical concept.of perception,

with a knowledge of the results of fifteen similar studies,'and in-pur-

O
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suit of the objectives of this study, the following hypotheses are -

presented: el e
1. There is no significant difference between the county .commission-
ers from the fifteen most rural counties and the county commis=-
sioners from the fifteen most urban counties concerning the fol-
lowing -eight selected personal and social characteristics: (1)
number of years as a commissioner (temire),; (2) main occupation,
(3) level of education, (4) age, (5) residential backgrcund, (6)
involvement in Extension programs and/or activities, (7) percep-
tion of the economic value of agriculture to the county, and (8)

familiarity with the Cooperative Extension Service.

2. There is no association between the county commissioners from the
fifteen most rural counties and the county commissioners from the
fifteen most urban counties concerning their perception of the-
relative importance of selected content and ‘clientele of
Cooperative Ewten31on Service programs in agriculture, home eco-
nomics, and 4-H (youth work). e

.3. There is no association between eight selected personal and so-

3 cial characteristics of the county commissioners from the fifteen
most rural counties and their perception of the relative 1mpor-
tance of selected Extersion program content.

4, There is no association between eight selected personal and so-

.cial characteristics.of the county commissioners from the fifteen.

most ‘urban counties and their perception of the relatlve impox -
~ tance of selected Extension program content.

5. There is no association between eight selected personal and so-
cial characteristics of the county conmissioners from the fifteen
most rural and-the fifteen most urban counties and their percep-
tion of the relaiive 1mporLance of selected Extension precgram
content.

6. There is no assovlatlon between eight selected personal and so-

cial characteristics of the county commissioners from the fifteen’

most rural counties and their- perception of the relative impor-

taace of selected Extension program clientele.

7. There is no association between eight selected personal and so-
cial characteristics of the county commissicners from the fifteen
most urban counties and their perception of tiie relative impor=-
tance of selected Extension. program clientele.

ey
AR
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8. There is no association belween CthL selected personal and so-
cial characteristics of the county commissioners from the fifteen
" most rural and the fifteen most urban counties and their percep-
tion of the relative importance of selected Extension program.
clientele.

o ' . . v{ o , . \

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



CHAPTER ITI
. METHODOLOGY

This chapter presents the research procedures used in this
study. - Sections included in this chapter are Population, Pxeparatioh
of the Instrument, Pretesting the Instrument, Collection of Data, and

Analysis of Data.

Population

Respondents in this ctudy were county commissioners from thirty

" counties in Florida. The counties were divided into two groups, the

Zifteen most rural counties and the fifteen most urban counties accord-

ing to definition given in the 1970 Census of Population-Florida. In

actuality, however, the sixteen most rural aﬁd the sixteen most urban
counﬁies.were involved because one crunty in each group refused to par-
ticipate, causing the rescarche: to move to the next county in order.
All counties involved had active Extension agricultural, héme economics,
and youth vrograms within the immediate past twelve months prior to the
survey. The total pofulation was 166 county commissioners. One hundred
and fifty county commissioners participated in the study,';roviding a

90.3 percent response., A majority of county commissioners responded' in

“each county, The study included the total population, rather than a

O
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Preparation of the Instrument

A questionnaire composcd of three parts was developed for this
study. The first part was designed to identify selected personal and
social characteristics {(indepcndent variables) of the county commission-
ers. The second part was designed to determine county commissioners'
perception (dependent wvariable) of the rclative importancé of selected
Extension program content. The'third'part was designed to determine
county ccmmissioners' perception (dependent variable) of the relative

importance of -selected Extension program clientele. Both program con-

“tent and clientele were presented under sub-headings of agriculture,

home economics, and 4-H (youth work). With one pcssible exception

. . N e . ~ -

(main occupation), the entire questionnaire was structured such that the
respondent merely checked or circled his choice of an answer. There

were no open-end questions. Questionnaires from several pravious studies

.were reviewed, The questionnaire involved in this study followed the

O
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type used by Torrance (1970).

Pretesting the Instrument

The questionnaive was reviewed by three Florida Cooperative
Extension Service district agents, four members of the Extension program
development and evaluation staff, and revised three times before pre-
testing. The instrument was pretested in July, 1972, by four county
commissioners in each of two different counties. After completing the
questionnaire the county commissioners were asked if the questionnaire
were clear and understandable. They all responded affirmatively with
dniy one minor considerétion suggested by one county cowmiséioner. ‘The

questionnaire was then analyzed further and prepared in Final form.
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Collection of Data

.The County Extension Director in cach of the counties involved
in the study was supplied with questionnaires, complete with instruc-
tions ;nd an envelope in which to seal the completed questionnaire, to
take. to the County Manager, County Administrator, or Clerk for the
Zoard of County Commissioners and vequest his assistance in administer-
ing the guestionnaire directly to the cduqty cpmmissioners. This sys-
temFWOrked very well with only few exceptions prompting the researcher
to administer the questionnaire directly to the -:ounty coﬁmissioners.
A district agent éolleague administered the questionnaire to two county
commissionevs in one county in his districf. The questionnaires were
returned to the writer by mail-except in those few instances in which
they were collected directly by the rescarcher or his colleague.

Analysis of Data

The questionnaires were pre-coded for computer tabulatioﬁ: Upon
receipt of the compléted qﬁestionﬁaires they were edited for_complete-
ness. When all questionnaires were collected th;.déta were punched onto
IBM cards and analyzed at the University of Florida's Comﬁuting Center.
The instrument was designed to allow responses to be quanfified to pro-
vide greater use of statistical techniques in the interpretation of the
data. |

Stétistical techniques ehployed'included frequency dist:ributions,
percentages, the chi-square test, and the Spearman rank correlation co-
efficient. A simple scoring system was used to place a quantitative

value on replies that were primarily of a qualitative nature. The fol-

lowing illustration is ar exmiple of the system emploved:

ERIC
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N unjmportant
2 - notive£y important
3 - ncutral
4 - important
5~-'vefy important .
Whére rank 9rderéAw¢re desired'they‘wgre;based on ‘total scores which
were obtained by mﬁltiplying the number’ of re5popden£s selecting a paf-
tieular re;po#se times its assigned value.
f;eqﬁency.distributions and ﬁefcehtages were used to present the
various eleﬁents.of the county cémmissioneré' ﬁersonal data as well as
. the elements of percepticn By éouﬁty cpmmissioners from both rural and.
urban counties. Rank oféer scores were uéed for comparison between ru;r
fal and -urban counties,. using Speérmaﬁ's rho for rank corrélatioﬁ
(Siegel, 1956, pp. 202-213). The chi-sqqaye test was used to teét'the
'significancé of relatibnship betwgéh'the independent gﬁd depéndent;varif
‘ables. Stgtisfiqal analysis was based upon the';OS levél'of s?gnificance;'
ﬁowever, alllprobability valugﬁrﬁorichi square have beén indigatgd_in thé

-

tables.

]
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CHAPTER IV
. DATA ANALYSIS

The purpose of this chapter is to identify and comparc eiéht
selected personél and sqcial characteristics of county commissioners
from Florida's fifteen most rural and fiftéen ﬁést urban counties;
to describe the perceptions of the county commissioners from both rural
and ﬁrban counties concerning the relative importance of selected con-
tent and clientele of Cooperative Extension Service programs; and, to

present data testing the eight hypotheses identified in Chapter II.
Personal and Social Characteristics of County Commissioners

Introduction

‘This section identifies and compares eight selected personal
and social characteristics of the county commissioner respondents in-
volved in the study.

The null hypothesis relating to this section was: There is no

significant difference between the county commissioners from the . fifteen

most rural counties and the county commissioners from the fifteen wost

‘urban counties concerning the following eight selected personal and so-

cial characteristics: (1) number of vears as a commissioner (tenure),

(2) mnin occupation, (3) level of education, (4) age, (5) residential

background, (6) involvement in Extension programs and/or activities,

(7) perception of the economic value of agriculture to the county and,

(8) femiliarity with the Cooperative Extension Service.
57
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Tenure 2s a County Commissioner

Over one-half of the commissioners from urban counties had’
serveé less than four &café as opposed to one-third of the commiééioners
from rural counties.  Thirty seven percent of the commissioners from
rural counties had served between four and eight‘yearsué; 6p§osed»to—ap—

proximately twenty seven percent of the. conmissioners from urban coun-

P

- ties. Twenty nine percent of the coniiis§iopers-from rural counties

e g

had served over eight years while approximately twenty percent of the

-commissioners from urtan counties had served over eight years.

As shown in Table 7, the null hypothesis of no difference be-
tween commissicners From rural and urban counties as related to tenure

as a county commissioner cannot be rejected.

TABLE 7.--Classification of County Commissioners by Tenure

Rural Urban -
Tenure-years . Frequency Distribution Frequency Distribution
(number) (percent) {number) (percent)
Less than 4 years 24 . 33.3 41 52.6
4 to 8 years ' 27 37.5 21 26.9
Over 8 yeafs 21 . 29.2 16 20.5
Total ' 72 100.0 78 100.0

O

x* = 5.641  d.f. =2  Not Significant at .05 level

Main Occupation

A factor that might logically have considerable influence upon
a county commissioner's perception is his main or primary occupation.
Approximately sixty one percent of the county commissioners from rural

counties were erngaged in occupations relating .to agriculture whereas

ERIC
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this was true for only about fourteen percent of Lhe commissioners [rom
urban counties. Almost bne-half of the commissioners from urban coun-
ties wére non-agricultural businessmen while approximately twenpy per-
cent of the commnissioners from rural counties were engaged in ﬁon-agri—
cultural business as a main occupation. Approximately thirtcen percent
of the commissioners from rural counties were engaged in professional
occupations as contrasted to nineteen percent of those from urban coun-
ties. |

As shown in Table 8, the null hypothesis of no difference be-
tween commissioners from rural and urban counties as reiated to main 60-

cupation can be rejected at the .0l level of significance.

TABLE 8.--Classification of county commissioners by main occupation

Rural - Urban
Main Occupation Frequency Distribution Frequency Distribution
(number) (percent) (number) (percent)

Businessman ) ' :
(non~agricultural) 14 19.5 28 48,7
Businessman :
(agricultural related) 15 20.8 ‘ 8 l0.3
Farmer 29 40.3 3 3.8
Professional 9 2.5 15 19.2
Other- ' s 6.9 14 17.9

Total . .72 . 100.0 .78 100.0.

X2 = 39,919  d.f. =4 Significant at .01 level

Level of Formal Education
Almost seventy one percent of the commissioners from rural coun-

ties had a hieh school education or less. Eighteen percent attended
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college less than four yearé while only eleveg'perCEnt attended>0611ege‘?
four or more yearg. 'in contrést, apprbgimately twenty two‘perceﬁt'éf
the commissione;s from:urbanlcownties had a'high schooi»education or-
less while abouﬁ thirtyvéix percent attended college less}than'four |
years'ahd fofty_two perceﬁt attended college four or more years.
As_shoﬁn in Table 9, the null hypothesis of no difference be-

tween commissioners from rural and urban counties as related to level of

foémalﬂeducation can be rejected at the .0l level of significance.

TABLE ‘9.--Classification of éounty commissioners by level of formal \

S © education
. . "Rural ~ Urban . .

- Level of Formal .. Frequency Disiribution Frequency Distribution’

Education (number) (perc nt) {number) {percent)

Less than high . ' o o . ’
.school - 24 33.3 .2 - 2.6
High school but R RS .

no collége 27 ‘ 37.5 15" ' 19.2

Some college but _ ‘ _ v . '

less than 4 years C 13 - 18,1 28 ¢ ©35.9
Four ycars or moxe S ’ ,

of college 8 11.1 33 42,3

72

 Total 100.0 78 100.0

/

X2 = 42,604 vdof. = 3. Significant at .01 level
" . - ' . B \‘ . E

o

Over .eighty percent of the county commissioners -from both rurali—_~
and urban counties were betwcen thirty one and sixty years of age. A

| P - ' | '
relatively small nuwber of commissioners from both rural and urban coun-

ties were thi%ty'yeafs of age or younger while a slightly higher per-

centage of commissioners from ruralfcounties\were over sikty years of

'
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age.
As shown in Table 10, the null hypothesis of no difference be-

tween commissioners from rural and urban counties as related to age can---

not.be rejected at the .05 level of significénce.

TABLE 10.--Classification of county commissioners by age

Rural Urban
Age : Frequency Distribution Frequency Distribution
(number) (percent) (number) (percent)
45 years or younger 22 . 30.6 35 44,8
46 to 60 years 38 52.8 35 . 44.8
61 years or older 12 16.6 8 10.4
Total o 72 100.0 78 100.0

X2 = 3.654 d.f. =2 Not Significant at .05 lavel

Residential Background

.Approximately eighty eight percent of the'commissioners from
rural counties stated they had épént the most signifiéant portion of =~ -—- :
their life either on a farm or in a rur;1 non-farm enviromment. In con-
trast, onlf about twenty two percent of the commissioners from urban

o
counties were in this category. On the ofﬂér hand, sixty niﬁe percent
of the commissioners from grbaﬁ counties spent the most significant por-
tidn of their life in towns witﬁ a pbpﬁlation of over 10,000 persons.
" Less than two percent of the éommissioners‘from rural co¢ntiés were in
this category..,A.comparable percentage of commissioners from both rural
and vurban counties said they spent the most significaﬁt pértion of their

life in towns with a population up to 10,000 persons.

As shovm in Table 11, the null hypothesis of no difference
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t ) . W
between commissioners from rural and urban counties as related to resi-

dential backgrdund‘Can be rejected at the .0l level of significance.

oA

TABLE 11.--Classification of county commissioners by'residentiai.
' background
Rural - Urban
Residential Frequency .Distribution Frequency Distribution
Background ~_ {number) (percent) (number) (percent)
Oon a farm 39 54,2 7 9.0
Rufal, but not : ' .
on & farm _ - 24 33.3 10 12.8
. : _ B
4 “Town up to . l
10,000 persons: ; ‘ 8 11.1 7 . 9.0
Town over
¢ - . 10,000 persons 1 : 1.4 . . 5 ' 69.2

Total ™ L T2 100.0 - 78 100.0

X2 = 79.051  d.f. =3  Cignificant at .0l level

’

‘Involvement in Extension Programs and/or Activities . ' O
A factor that could logically be considered to influence a coun-
ty commissioner's perception of Cooperative, Extension Service programs

is the &egree to which he has been directly involved in Extension pro-

*  grams and activities. Approximately -one-third of the commissioners from

" urban <counties stated they had not been directly involved in Extension
. ' ) L . \

programs and/or activities in contrast to only fifteen percent of those

{ . .

.o £~ . , : . .
from furdl counties. A% the same time, twenty seve:l percent of the com-

missioners from urban counties had been involved in Extension programs

and/or ‘activities "a lot" in conbrast to only cighteen percent of those

from rural counties. -Sixty seven percent of the commissioners from,ru- 4
. . ) : - ¥ 4 -
ral counties and forty four pcrcent of those from urbam counties stdted
N - \ N N N E - . ’/' ) - - N * B
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they had nen directlﬁ involved in Extension programs and/or activitics
"some." Over seventy percent of the commissioners from both rural and

urban counties had been involved directly in Fxtension programs and/or
) _ g .
activities.

As” shown in Table 12,'the~nu11 hynothesis of no difference be-

tween commissioners. from rural and urban cour:. es as related to involve-

\

ment in Extension programs anu/or activities can be. rejected at the .02

"level of significance: !

>

TA&ZE 12,~~Classification of county commissioners by extent of direct
' involvement in Extension programs ard/or activities

Rural : Urban

Involvement : - Frequency Distribution - .Frequency Distribution
(number) (percent) {(number) (percent)
Nome TR 15.3 TS 29.5
Some 48 6.7 34 43,6
Alet 13 1m0 21 26.9

Total - 72 100.0 78 . 100.0

x> =8.281 d.i. =2  Significan* at .02 level

Perceived Economic Value of Agriculture to the County
The perceived economic value of agriculture to the county is
. -another factor that could logically be expected to relate directly to -a

- county commissioner's perception of Extension programs. Aa almosc iden-

tical percentage, anproximately three percent, of the commissioners from
. both rural and urban counties perceived the economic value of agriculture
~to their county as "of little importance,” leaving approximately ninety
. . ' . ' o ' .

seven percent of both groups perceiving the value of agriculture to the

county as "important'" or "very important."
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"As chown in Table 13, the null hypothesis o7 no differoncg be-~
tween conmissioners from rural and urban cou-ties as related to pér{
ceived economic value of agriculture to the counrty éannot be rejected at
the .05 level of significance.

TABLE 13.--Classification of county commissioners by perceived economic
-} value of agriculture to the county

’
/

> Rural Urban
Perceived Economic Frequency Distribution Frequency Distribation
. Value of Agriculture (numberx) (percent) (number) (percent)
O0f little importance 2 2.8 2 2.6
Important 16 22.2 29 "37.2
Jery important ’ 54 75.0 47 _ - 60.2

O

“ERIC
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Total * | 72 100.0 78 100.0

X2 = 3.060 d.f. = 1  Not Significan% at .05 level

Familiarity With the Cooperative Extension Service

Although. previous data have reflected county commissidners‘ di-
rect involvement in Extension programs, it is possible for county commis-
sioners to be familiavr with the Cooperative Extension Service, to vary-
ing degrees, withoﬁt actually being directly invplved in Extension's pro-
grams and/or activitiés. The majority of the coﬁmissioners from both
rural and urban counticc said they were "familiar" with Eétension. A
coriparable percentage from both groups said they were "very familiar”
with Extensioﬁ. A higher percentage of commissioners from urbanbcoun-
ties (twenty six percent) than those from rural counties (seventeen per-
cent) said thef were '"not very familiar" with the Cooperative Extension

Service.
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As shown in Table 14, the null hypothesis of no difference be-
tween commnissioners from rural and urban counties as related to famil-
iarity with the Cooperziive Extension Service cannot be rejected at the
.05 level of signilicance.

TABLE 14.--Classification of county commissioners by familiarity with
the Cooperative Extension Service

Rural Urban

Familiayity With Frequency Distribution Frequency Distribution
Extension Service (number) {percent) (number) (percent)
~Not very familiar 12 16.7 20 25.6
Familiar 46 ~ 63.9 40 ' 51.3
Very familiar : 14 19.4 18 23.1
Total 72 1100.0 78 100.0
X2 = 2,683 d.f. = 2 Yot Sign.ficant at .05 level

Summary

County’ comnissioners from rﬁral and urban counties showed very
similar personal and social characteristics in some reépects but were
very different in ;thers. There was no significant difference in ten-
ure as a county commissione>, age, perceived economic vélue'of agricul-
ture to the county, and familiarity with the Cooperative Extension
Servicu. There was a significant difference, however, in main occupa-
tion, 1e;el of formal education, residential background, and ex.:nt of
direct involvement in Extension programs and/or éctivities.

A look at the t;pical county commissionéf from rurai and urban
counties helps pﬁt the above data in perspective. The typical county
conmissioner from the xural counties involveu in this study was between

46 and 60 years of age with almost equal chances that he was serving
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his First, second, third, or more term as a county commissioner., There
vas a very strong pronability that he was either a farmer or engaged in
an agriculturally related br'siness. In most instunces he spcﬁt the most
significant portion of his life on a farm or in a rural non-farm area

and did not attend college. He f2lt very strongly that agriculture was

very important to the economv of the county, had becen directly involved

in Extension programs and/or activities, though not a lot, and‘cbnsidered
that he was familiar with the Cooperative Extension Service, though ﬁot
"very familiar.,"

.On the other hand, the typical county commissioner from the ﬁr-
ban counties involved in this study vas between 31 and 60 years of age
with th~ probability Very étrong that he had served less thén four ycars
das a county commissioner. The probability was also véry‘strong that he
was not a farmer or engaged in an agriculturally related business. He
was probably a businessman or engaged in é professional occupation. ' He
spent the most significant porti-n of his(life in a town w.th a popula-
tion over 10,000 persoﬁs and attended college, probably four or. more
years, He felt that agriculture was very important to the economy of
his county though not as strongly as a commissioner from a rural county.
He had been directly involved in Extension programs "some," though not
"a lot," and there wésT;édut one chance in three that he had not been in-
volved at all. He.perceived thét he was familiar with the Cooperative
Extensica Service, though not "very familiar," and chanées were about

ore in four that he was "not very familiar' with Extension.
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Relatiwve Importance =f Selacted Content and Clieatele
! . of Extensicn Programs as Perceived
by Count - Conmissioners

This section conkains a rank order distribution of scleacced con-
tent and clientele of Uxtension programs as perceived by county tommis-
sioners from rural and urban counties. The rank orders were based on
total scores which were obtained by wualtiplying the number of respond-
ents selecting_é particular response on the questionnaire times the
value assigned to the response. The rank order scores were used for
comparison and for correlapioﬁ using Spearmanfs rho for rank correla-
tion (Siegel, 1956, pp. 202-213). -

The null hypothesis relating to this‘seétion Was:. Ihzre is mo

association between the county commissioners from the fifteen most rural

counties and the county commissioners from the fifteen most urban coun-

ties concerning their perception of the relative importance of selected

content and clientele of Cooperative Extension Service programs iu agri-

culture, home economics, and 4-H (youth work).

Agricultural Squects

Table 15 shows a rank order distribution of agficultural subjects
as perceived by commissioners from rﬁral and urban counties. The com-
missioners from rural rounties ranked '"produckion of agricultural pro-
duct$" first while the urban commissioners ranked ''proper use and con-
servation.of natural resources" first. Both rural and urban commission-
ers were in agreement in ranking "marketing of agricultural products"

second. Both groups were in reasonably close agreement in their percep-

tion of the importance of ''land use planming." Urban commissioners

ranked 1t third while rural commissioners ranked it fourth, giving third
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plac~ to "proper use and couvszrvation of natural resources." . soth
groups were in almost complete aéreemcnt in placing ”ggricultural labor
relations' and "lawns, plants, and trees in the yard” in ninth and tenth
positions. .
As shown in Table 15, the null hypothesis of no association be-
tveen conmissioners from rural énd urban counties concerning agricultural

subjects can be rejected at the .0l level of significance.

Home Economics Subjects

Table 16 shows a rank order distribution of home economics sub-
jects as perceived by commissioners from rural and urban counties. Ru-
ral and ;rban éqmmissioners siﬁﬁly reversed their first and second
choice concerning the imporcance of homeieconomics subjects. ' Rural com-
missioners gave 'job preparation" first placc wﬁile urban commissioners
placed it second. On the other hand, urban commissione;s placed "foods
and nutrition'" first while rural cormissioners placed it second. Both
groups were in agreement in placing ”léadership developﬁent” third.
Both groups were in almost complete ;greement in placing "cultural arts"
and ”renovétihg furnituare" in.ninth-and tenth ﬁésitions.

As shown in Table 16, the null hypothésis of no association be-

tween commissioners from rural and urban counties concerning home eco-

nomics subjects can be rejected at the .00l level of significance.

4-H (Youth Work) Subjects
Table 17 shows a rank order distribution of 4-H (youth work) sub-

jects as perceived by commissioners from rural and urban counties. "Ru-

ral commissioners ranked "understanding public issues" first while urban

-~

commissioners ranked it third. On the other hand, urban commissioners
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ranked "understanding and improving the cnvironment" first while rural
commissioners placed -it .in a seventh place tie position. The widest di-
versity between the two groups had to do with the subjects "agricultural
skills for boys" and "understanding and improving the environment." The
closqsf agrcement between the two groups involved the subject ”ca£eer
exploration which both groups ﬁlaced in tenth position.

As shown in Table 17, the null hypothes!.s of no association be-
tween the commissioners from rural and urban counties concerning 4-H
(youth work) subjecté cannot be rejected at the ,05 level of signifi-

cance.

Agricultural Groups

Table 18 shows a rank order distribution of agricultural groups

as perceived by commissioners from rural and urban counties. There is

very close agreement in the perception of commissioners from rural and
urban counties concerning agricultural groups. In fact, the two conmis=-
sioner groups were in complete agreement in ranking the first, second,

third, and fourth place clientele groups. These groups are ''average

t 1

size family Farmers," "small subsistence (low incpme) farmers," "agri-

cultural commodity organizations," and "homeowners,'" respectively. The

widest diversity in the perception of t™e two groups had to do with

"agribusiness firms'' wvhich rural commissioners ranked fifth and urban

comnissioners vanked eighth,

As shown in Table 18, the null hypothesis of no association be-

tween commissioners from rural and urban counties concerning their per-

ception of home economics clicntele can be rejected at the .00l level

of significance.
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Home Economics Groups
| Table 19 shows a wank ovder distribution of ﬁome economics

groups as'perceived by commissioners from rural and urban counties. The
two commissioner groups were in complete agreement in theii choice of
"farm homemakers'" for top priority. .Urban:commissioners ranked "low in-
come homemakers" second while rural qémmissioners ranked this group
third.  Rural commissionéré ranked "senior citizens" second while urban
commissioﬁers placed. this group iq a tie position for third place. The
widest diversity between the” two groups was found in the urban commis-
sibners' ranking of ”homemakers from min?rity groups' in a third p}ééé
tie'position while rural’commissioners ranke& this group'sixth. Both
commissiqner gfoups were in complete agreemenﬁ in ranking "upper income
homemakers" in tenth poéition. |

As showﬁ in Table 19; the null hypothesis of no association be-
tween commissioners from rural and urban coﬁnties concerning the rela-
tive importance of home economics clientele can be rejected at the .001

level of significance. !

4-H (Youth Work) Groups ' | ,

Table 20 shows a rank oraer éistribufion of.4-H.(youth wdrk)
groups as perceived by comnissioners from rural and urban counties.
Commissioners from both tural.and.ﬁrban counties were in agreéﬁént fhat
ﬁfarm youthﬁ maké up the most iﬁporfant group -to bg'involved in Extension
youth programs, They were also in-agréeménﬁ thatlsecond priority should

' be gi?en to "all youth between 9 and 19 yeafs of age." The two groups
were almost in agreement with the third priority group being "low in-
'éomé youth."‘;Coﬁmissioners from rural countiés placed this group third
Q
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while commissioners from uvrban counties placed "low income youth"
fourth, behind "all youth '7 to 19 years of age."
As shovn in Table 20, the null hypotfigsis of no association be-
tween commissioners from rural and urban counties concerning their per-
ception of the relative importance of youth clientele groubs can be re-

jected at the .01 level of significance.

Summary

With the exception of one area, content of Extension programs
for youth, the null hypothesis of no association between the county
commissioners from the fifteen most rural counties and the cbunty com-
missioners from the  fifteen most urban countieé coﬁcerning their percep~
tion of the relative importance of sglected content and clientele of
Extension programs in agriculture, home economicé, andv4—H (youth work)
can be nejeétéd, This indicates ‘that with the exception of youth pro-
gfam content the commissioners from both groups were in general agrece-

nignt in their perception of the relative importance of selected content

and clientele of Extension programs,

JUSS——
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_to the county, and (8) familiarity with the Extension Service.

78.

Association of Personal and Social Characferistics of County Commission-
ers With Their Perception of the Relative Importance of Selected Coutent

“and_Clientele of Cooperative Extension Service Programs

The purﬁose of this section is to show the as$ociation between _
eight persoﬁai and sdbiél characteristics (independent variables)'of_the
rural and urban commissioners anﬁ their perception of thé‘relative'im—
portance of selected cohtenthand clientelé of Extéﬁsioﬁ programs (de-
pendent Variaﬁle). |

fhe indepen&ent Variéﬁles areﬁ (@R ngmber of'year§ﬂas a county

comnissioner (tenure), (2) main occupation, (3) level of formal educa-

‘tion, (4) agé, (5) residential background, (6).involvement in Extension

programs and/or activities, (7) perceived economic value of -agriculture

Introduction

As previously indicated in Chapter II, perception is influenced

consideraﬁly by the experience and enviromment of an indiVidu;l. The

_eight.independent variables in this study are‘considered by the research-

er to relate to a commissioner's experience and environment and, there-
. L . / .

fore, to influence his perception of the content and clientele of

Extension programs.

- The association of the independent and deﬁendent variables was

analyzed using chi-square teéhniqués. chi-square values .were computed

- | . : . 3 - o -

from ‘actual numerical frequencies. 1In the chi-square computations N
.for rural counties was 72, N for urban counties was 78, and N for rural.
and urban counties (total) was_lSO._ When' the expeéted frequencies were

"computed to be less than five, catégories_wefe collapsed. = This was
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neceééary in a number of éases as frequencies were disProéortionately
low in the "unimportant" and “not ﬁery important" gategéries. In some
instances the frequenéiés'wefe.so.distributed-iﬁ the-chi-éqﬁare table
. . Vo .

that it was impossible to collapse categories and properly perform a

chi-square analysis. Chi-square tables in which statistical signifi-

‘cance was found are presented .in Appendix C.

Program Content--Rural Counties
The null hypothesis relating to this section was: There is no

association betiwveen eight selected peréonal,and social characteristics]

of the county commissioners from the fifteen most rural counties and

4

their perception of the relative importance of selected Extemsion

program content. Program content was divided into three areas—-agticul-

ture, home economics, and 4-H (youth work) with ten elements (subjects)

in each area.

Agricultural Subjects

A summary of association of independent variables with the ten
. Pt oo

elements of the dependent variable agricultural program content as per-

ceived by the commissioners from rural counties is shown in Table 21. L

f’"IEEEEE: .There ﬁas a significanﬁ association betWeén tenure and
tﬁe agriculﬁural subjeéts ”managgﬁent of" timberlands" .and ''land use
planning." | |
Eight and three-téﬁths percént-of thg commissioﬁers with tenure
1ess-fhan-fouf years ra&ed ﬁanagément of ﬁimberlands very;impérténthﬂ

while 91.7 percent rated it less than very important., Of those commis- -

sioners with tenure between four and eight years, 48.1 perceﬁt_ratedv
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this subject very important and 51.9 percent rated it less than very

importaht. Management of timberlands was rated very important by 42.9

percent of those commissioners with tenure over eight years with 57.1

percent of this group rating the subject less than very important.
0f the commissioners with less than four years tenure as a
cormissioner, 33.3 percent rated land use planning very important while

66.7 percent of this group rated this subject less than very important.

In contrast, 74.1 percent of those commissioners with tenure between

‘four and eight years rated land use plamming very important and 25.9

percent rated it less than very important, Forty two and nine-tenths
percent of the commissioners with tenure over eight years rated this
subject very important with 57.1 percent rating it less than very im-

portant.

Main Occupaition: There was a significant association between

T . k]
main occupation and the agricultural subject '"management of timberlands.'’
This subject was rated very important by 7.1 percent of the commission-

ers whose main occupation was non-agricultural businessman which group

also rated the subject less than very impoitanu at the 92.¢ percent

level. Forty three and two-tenths percent of the -farmers and agricul-
tural related businessmen rated management of timberlands very impor-
tant while 56.8 percent rated it less than very important. Of those
commissioners whose main occupation was professional or "other," 28.6
percent rated the subject very important and 71.4 percent rated it less

than very important.

Level of Education: There was no significant association be-

tween level of .formal education and the ten agricultural subjects,
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Age: There was a significant association between age and the
agricultural subjects "production of agricultural products,'" "lawns,
élants,,and trees in the yard," and “management of timberlands."

Fifty nine and one-tenth percent of the commissioners who were

- forty five years of age or undar rated production of agricultural pro-

~ducts very important while 40.9 percent rated it less than.véfy‘hﬁpor-

tant. Of those commissioneré who were over forty five years of age,
86.0 percent rated this.subject very -important and 14.0'perceﬁt rétea.
it less than very important, _ i

Laﬁns, planté, and:treés in the yard was rated important aﬁd
very important by 45.5-percen£ Qf the commissioners who were forty fi&e
year§ of age or under however 54.5 percent rated this.subjéct less than
impbrtant. Seventy four percent of those commissiongrs over forfy five
years of age ratéd this sﬁbject important and véry imporfant while 26.0 .
pefcent rated it less than importanf.

Of those commissionmers forty five years of age and under, 13.6

n

percent rated management .of timberlands.very important and 86.4 percent

rated it less than very impbrtant. This subject was rated very' impor-

/

tant by 42.0 percent of the commissioners over forty five with 58.0 per-

cent rating it less than very important.

-Residential.Background: There was a'significapt assoqiétion
betWeen'residéntial background and the agricultural subjects '"lawns,
»plants,yand Ereeslin the yard" and "proper use and coﬁservation of nat-
ural rés@urces,". | o

Sixty and three-tenths percent of the commissioners with ﬁarm or’

rural non-farm backgrounds rated lawns, plants, and trees in the yerd
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impottant or very importanit while 39.7 percent rated it less: than impor-
tant. One hundred pefﬁent of the commissioners with "town" residential

backgrounds rated this subject important or very important.- !

0f those commissioners with farm or rural non~farm backgrounds,

52,4_percent rated proper use and conservation of natural resources very

important and 47.6 percent wated it less than very importamt. In con- -

'trast,‘one-hundred percént of the commissioners with "town" backgrounds

1

rated this subject very important.

‘Involvement in Extension Programs: There was no sigrificant as-

sociation between involvement in Extension programs ar</or activities

and the ten agricultural subjédts.

' Economic Value of Agriculture to Gounty: - There was a sighificant
association between perceived economi¢ value ofyagricqltﬁre to the -coun-
ty and the agricultural subjects. "production of agricultural products"

and '"marketing of agricultural products.” - o .

Fifty percent of the commissioners who perceived the economic

" value of agriculture to the county as of little importance to important

rated production- of agriéultufal products: very impdrﬁant and fifty per-

cent rated it less tﬁan_Very_iﬁportant. On the other hand, 87;0‘percent

~ of the commissiorers who perceived the economic value of agriculture to

the county to be very important rated the production of agricultural

products very impoftant with 13.0 percent rating it less than very im-

portant. : o ' _ T

Fifty percent of the commissioners who perceived the economic
value of‘agricultuye-td be ofv1itt1e impoftancélto iﬁportant rated mar-

keting of agricultural pyoddcts very important and fifty percent rated .
. l h .

ety

e
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it less than very important; Tn cdntfast,r79.6,pgréent of the commis-
lsionérs who perceived the ecoﬁomic.value‘%f'égriculture to the cqunty'. .
4 very.impbrtant rated mérketing of agriculturél products very impor-
tant while 24.4 percent of this-gréup rated this subject less ‘than very .

important.

'

Familiarity With Extension Service: There wéds no significant

'aSSOCiation-between familiarity with' the Extension Service and the ten o

agricultural subjects.

Home Economics Subjects

A summary of association of independent variables with the ten

élements'oﬁ‘fhé depgndent var;gble home economics prograﬁ contenf}as
perceived by the cpmmissionéfs'from~rﬁ;ai éounties is>shown in-T;ble.ZZ.

Tentire: " Thefe.was'no significant associétion:betweeﬁ tenurelaﬁd
the teh home economics subjecté;

’

Main Occupation: There was a significant association between

main occupation and the home economics subject ''leadership development."
This subject was rated very important by 21.4 percent of the.commission-
ers whose main o¢cupation was non-agricultural businessman and 78.6 per-

cent of whom rated the'subjECt'léss than very important. Thirty six and

four-tenths percent of the farmers and agriculturaiirelated businessmen

rated leadership de%elopmént very important and 63.6 percent rated it
less. than very important.- Of the commissioners whose main.oceupation
was professional or “other," 71l.4 percent rated the subject very impor-

' tant and.28.6 percent rated it less than very important.

' . ..‘,. _. le . N 3 ' ”'. . ' .
Level of Education: There was no significant association be-

tween level of formal education and the ten home economics subjects.
o ' : .

e
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Age: ‘There was aisignifiéént aésociation Betweén‘age'and the
home economics subject "cultur;l.arts.h Of the coﬁmissioners fofty.
five years of age and under, 22.7 percent ratéd cpltural arts impartant
or very impoftant, 63.7 pefcent'rated'itfheutral and 13.6 percent rated

it unimpértant'or not very important.  In contrast, 50.0 percent of the

_commissioﬁers over forty five yeafs of age rated this. subject important

or very important, 24,0 perceht rated' it neutral and 26.0 percent rated

it unimportant or not very important. : : ' -

Residential Background: There was a significant association be-
!
I

tween residential béckground and the subject "job preparation." TWenty

two and seven-teths‘perceﬁtfof the~cOmmissiohers with.a farm or rural

non-farm background rated job preparation very important-ﬁhile 58.7 per-
r . P . N : . '.'. :

cent rated it less than very important. In contrast, 88.9 percent of

the commissioners with a "town" background rated this subject very im-

portant and 11.1 percent rated it less than.very important..

Involvement .in Extension Progvams: There was no significant as-

sociation between involvement in Extension programs and/or activities

and the ten home economics subjects.

Economic Value of Agriculture to County: There was no signifi-

. 4

-~ cant association between economic value of agriculture to the county and

the ten home economic¢s” subjects.

Familiafity With Extension Service: There was no significant
association between familiarity'with'the'Extension Service and the ten

home economics subjects.

4-H (Youth Work) Subjects

AVSummayywoijassociatibn of independent.variables with the ten

t -
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elements of the dependent variable 4-H (youth work) program content as

perceived by the commissioners from rural counties is shown in Table 23.
Tenure: There was no significant association between tenure and
i

the ten 4-H (youth work) subjécts;

Main Occupation: ‘here was a significant association between

‘mair. occupation and the 4-H (youth work) subiect "understanding econom-

ics_and the American.bﬁsiness systém.ﬁ Twenty one ;nd féuf-tepths per-
éent of the noh—agricﬁlturql‘businéssmen rated this subject wery impor-
tant while 78.6 percent rated it less than very imporfant. 'Thifty

eight and 5ix-teﬁthS‘percent of the farmers or agricultural related bus-
inessmen rated the subject véfy important.and»61.4 percent.ratgd it less
than ﬁer§ important. Seﬁénty_oﬁevand four-tenths_ﬁérqent-of‘the profes~
éional‘and "other" éommiésicners‘raééd this‘suﬁjegt Qery imporﬁan;vyhilé
28.6 pércgﬁt rated it 1eés than very important.

Level of Education: There was no significant. association be-

tween level of formal educak+on and the ténl&-H (Youﬁh work) subjects.‘

Age: -There was @ siznificant association between age and the

“ten 4-H (youth work) s+tijects.

O

ERIC
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Pesidential Background: There was no significant association

between residential ba:kgréund and the ten 4-H. (youth work) subjects.,

Involvement in Extension Programs: Thefe was no significant as-

. sociation between invoivement in Extension programs and/or activities

.

and the ten 4-H (youth iork) subjects.

Economic Value of Agriculture to County: There was ro.signifi-

t

"cant associgatlon between perceived economic value ‘of agriculture to the

county ghd the ten 4-i (youth work) subjects.
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-in each area,

8

. . i o : . .
Familiarity With Extensdon Service: 7There was no significant .

d e -

association between familiarity with the Extension Service and the ten
4-1 (youth work) subjects. e L

..

.

Summary .

'.Ihis‘hy§6thesis'éah belpartially,rejected in'thét fburteeh of -
the- 240 combinatibnsvof indepéndent variables and commissiopersf ﬁer-
éeptién of sclécted Extensién program conténtvwere gtatisticélly %ignir
ficant. The significant assoéiations are summarized in.Tables”21, 22:
and 23, . ‘ - ve |
' Program.Cohﬁent--UrEén dﬁunfiés

The null hypothesis relating to this section was: There is no-

association between eight selected personal and social characteristics

of the county commissioners from the fifteen most urban counties and

their perception of the relative importance of selected Extension pro-
. : / )
. . 4 . v ;

gram _content. Program content was divided into three areas--agricul- -
ture, home economics, and 4~H (youth work) with ten elements (subjects) =~
v . . 4 ]

s
‘

s

Agricultural Subjects
A summary of association of independent variables with the ten

elements of the dependeﬁt variable agricultural program content as per-

ceived by the commissioners from urban counties is shown in Table 24.

Tenure: There was no significant association between tenure and

~ the ten 'agricultural subjects.

'Main Occupation: There was no significant association between

main occupation and the ten agriculturdl subjects.
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Level of Education: There was a significant association betweenf
lcvel of formal education and the agricultural sgbjecﬁ "marketing of ag-
;icultural_products." Of those commissioners whose formal education was
‘high school oxr less, 82.4 percent rated marketing of agri;ultural pro-
ducts very important while 17.6 percent rated it less than very impor-
tant. Of those commissioners who attended college, 50.8 percent rated
this subject very important while 49.2 percent rated it less than very
important.

Age: There was mo significaﬁt‘association between age and the
ten agricultural subjects..

Residential Background: There was no significant association

between residential background and the ten agricultural subjects.

Involvement in Extension Programs: There was no significant as-

sociation between involvement in Extension programs and/or activities

and the ten agricultural subjects.

Economic Value of Agriculture to County: Tﬁere was a signifi-
cant association betﬁeen the perceived economic wvalue of agriculture to
the county and-the agricultural subjects "production oangricultural
products,” "processiﬁg of agricultursl products,"” "marketing of agricul-
tural products,' "farm business management," "agricultﬁral labor rela-

" "public affairs education," and 'proper use and conservition £

tions,
natural resources."

Of those commissioners perceiving the econdﬁic value of égricul-
-ture to the county as of little importance fo impértant; 22.5 percent
rated production of agricultural products very important, 58.1 percent'
rated this subject important; and 19.4 perceﬁﬁ‘ratgd it less than impof-
tant. Of those commissionersyperceiving the economic value of
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agriculture to the county as very important; 4.4 pé?cent rrted prodqc-
tion of agficultufal products as very important, 21.3 percent rated,tﬁié
subject important, and 4.3 percent rated it less than important.

Within the gfoup.of comnissioners who perceived the economic
value of agricuiture to the county as of little importance to important,
16.1 percént rated processing of agriculiural products very important,
48.4 percent rated this sﬁbject imﬁortant while 35.5 percent rated it
less thaa important. Of those commissioners who perceived the economic
value of agriéulture as very important, 59.6 percent rated processing of
agricultural.products very important, 29.8 percent rated itrimportaht,
and 10.6 pércent fated this Subject less than important.

Twenty five and eightvtéﬁths percent of4the commissioners per-
ceiving the economic value of agricultufe to the counkty as of little im-
portance to important rated marketing o£ agricultural products very im-
portant while 51.6 percent rated.it important. Twenty two and six-tenths
percent rated this subject less than.importéﬁt. ‘Seventy eight and.
seven-tenths percent of the commissioners who ﬁerCeived the value of Ag-

. ' ‘
riculture as very important rated marketing of agricultural éroducts
very important, 19.2 percent rated this ;ubject important while 2,1 per-
cent rated it less than impoftant.

With reggrd to farm business management, 12.9 percent of the
commissioners perceiving the value of agriculture to the county as of

little importance to important rated it very important, 74.2 percent

rated it important, and 12,9 percent rated it less than important. Six-

ty one and seven~tenths percent. of the commissioners perceiving the
value of agriculture as very important rated farm business management

very important, 29.8 percent rated it important, and 8.5 percent rated
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it less than importaﬁt;

Twelve énd niné*teﬁths percent 6f the‘ébmmissibﬁers ﬂho per-
ceived the value of agricqlture to the.coﬁnty'ag of 1iﬁt1e importaﬁce to
important rated agricuiturél labor relatibns very important, 38.7 per-
cent rated it importaﬁt wﬁile 48 .4 percent rated this subject less than
important. On the other hand,‘46.8 percentlof the commissioners per-
ceiving the value of ;gricultﬁre_as very important . rated agricultural
labor relations very important, 31.9 percent rated iE_important, and
21.2 percent rated it less than important.

Ih;rty five and one-half percent of the commissioners with the
lower evalﬁation of the economic value of agriéulture to the county rat-
ed public affairs\éauéation very important; 45,2 percentirated it im-
portant while 19.3 percent rated it less than importqpﬁo In contrast,
59.5 percent of the commissioners withnthe higher evaluatioﬁ-of agricul-
tufe rated this subject very important,'36.2.percent rated it important,
and 4.3 percent rated it less than im?oftaﬁt. |

Cf those commissioners who perceived the value of agriculture as

"of little importance to important, 64.5 percent rated proper use and

O

conservation of matural resources Very‘impoitant while 35.5 percent
rated it less than very important. On the other hand, 91.5 percent of
the commissioners with the higher evaluation of agriculture rated this

subject very important with 8.5 percent rating it' less thdn very impor-

tant.

Familiarity With Extension Service: There was a significant as-
sociation between familiarity with the Extension Service and the agri-
cultural subject 'production of agricultural products."” Of those com-

~missioners who were not very familiar with the Extension Service, 25.0
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percent rated production of agricultural products very important wh%le
75.0 percent rated it less than very important. Sixty percent of the
coﬂmiééiomers who were familiar with the Extension Service rated <:his
subject very important and 40.0 percent rated it less than very impor-
tant. Seventy two aad tﬁo-tenths perbent of the commissioners who_were-_
very familiar with the Exteﬁsion Service ratéd production of-agricultur-
al products yery,impor;ént whi1e 27.8 percent rated it less than very

important.

Home Economics Subjects

A summary of association of: independent variables with the ten
elements of the dependent variéble home economics program content as
percéived by the commissionefs from urbaﬁ counties is shown in Table 25.

Tenure: There was a significaht association between tenure and
the home economics subject "clothing construction." Of those commis-
sioners whose tenure was less ;haﬁ f;urlyears, 51.2 percent rated cloth-
ing construction important or very important while 48.8 peréent rated it
as less than important. Fifty two and four-tznths percent of the com-
missioners with tenure between.four and eight years rated this'subject
important c¢x very important and 47.6 percent rated it less than impor-
tant. Eighty seven and one-half perceht of the commissioners who had -
served as' conmissiomer over eight years rated clothing ébnstruction im-
portént.or very important while 12,5 percent rated it less than impor-’
tant. | |

Main Occupation: There was no significant asscciation between

3,

main occupation and the ten home economics subjects, ' o

Level of Education: There was no significant association




95

19491 G0° 3® FUEOTITUSIS = ¢
z

mam%amﬁm mumsvmnﬂzo 103 mwnnuHSV j0m BlRQ@ = O 12497 zQ° 38 JUBOTITUSIS =
13891 §0° 3® queoT3Tul TS 0N = SN 12491 107 3%® 1ae0TITUBIS = T

. SN {- SN. SN SN M. SN SN SN SN | SN SN . mommﬁmuxm suwa.mUﬁHmHHﬂEmm
ST s s ] s | 1] SN | SN | e8| SN | STAITASTIBE 30 SATOA STWOUOST

SN v.mz SN | SN SN | sv | SN | SN | N -SN} - sue1Zoxd UT uﬁm&m>wo>mHm

SN .mz. SN b wz SN |. SN . SN SN SN | mﬂ PuUNOI3Ndeq Hmmuﬁovﬂwwm
S SN | SN | SN | SN | SN | S| SN | . I — 557

S| SNy SN mz. RS mz‘...mz ENEEY . uoTIEdnpe 3o [9ADT

SN .wz. SN ..mz SN ) SN wz.. SN .mz. . mz . “. B v w . ﬂnwum&ﬁooo utei

SN m% SN SN w ; | munﬁmH

SN -4 SN SN - SN SN |

(-1 -

i o G @ = o Q [ e o o O 5o o 00

O h B o oo o O e @ M. M oo £ o | O

G Fh o ol £ = [l = .0 9 p T T O Eall 85 0

o, D 0O B 0w ® . o © o [= e} 0
2} %} 0 o oo © el 4 B e 0 sl T

®w R [nlie rt g N o r} = rt o -

. o o B e . o @ ) ] = rr e

SR =1 N 4 Q = QH = 5 0 . o =] B 0 0Q

g rr - B =} ® R - . =R e o 2 +

Bl B 5 5l 27
o . . p ) 3 seTqelie) juspuadspul

. ® H v 3

. )
Q
thi .

muH£WHHm> juepuada(g

ugsoo ﬁmnus woxy ohmﬁOHmmHEEoo ay1- £q poAtedaad ser juajucd weiSoiad SOTWOUODD, DWOY SGEIIBA
uﬁmvﬁoaov 2yl JO s]UswWaTD us3l ay3 y3TA S9TgBTIRA uﬁmvﬁmamvﬁa JO UOTI3IBTOOSSE Jo- AIRUUNG--'GZ TATIVI

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

ERI



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

96
betwecen level of education and the' ten home economics subjects.
Age: There was no significant association betWeén age and the
ten home economics subjects.

Residential Background: There was no significant association

“between residential background and the ten home economics subjects,

Involvement in Extension Programs: There was no significant

association between involvement in Extension programs and the ten home
economics subjects.

Economic Value of Agriculture to County: There was a signifi-

cant association between perceived economic value of agriculture to the
county and the subjects '"leadership development' and "job preparation.”

Of those commissioners who perceived the economic value of agri-

—culture. to the county as of little importance to important, 19.4 percent

rated lcacdership develdpment very important, 54.8 percent rated it im-
portant, and 25.8 percent rated it less than important. Of those com-
missioners who perceived the écoﬁomic value of agriculture to the coun-
ty as very important, 59.6 percent rated leadership development very im-
portant, 34.0 percént rated it important, and 6.4 percent rated “t less
than important.

Concerning job prgparation,_29.0.percent of fﬁe commissioners
perceiving the value of agriculture as of little importance to important
rated this subject very.important, 51.6 percént rated it impértanﬁ while
19.4Apércent rated it less than important. Of those commissioners who
perceived a highér econémic value of agriculture to the county,.61.7
percént rated job preparation very importént, 31.9 ﬁercent rated it im-
portant, and 6.4 percent rated this subject less than important.

Familiarity With Extension Service: There was no significant’
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association between famiiiarity with the Extension Service and the ten

home economics subjects.

&-H (Youth Jork) Subjects

A summary oflassociation of independent variables with the ten
elements of the dependent va;iable 4-1 (youth work) pregram content as
perceived by the commissioners from urban eouﬁties is shown in Table 26.

Tenure: There was no significant association between tenure ane

the ten 4-H (youth work) subjects.

Main Occupation: There was no significant association between
main occupation and-the ten 4-H (youth work) subjects.

Level of Education: There was no significant association be-

tween level of formal education and the ten 4-H (youth work) subjects,
Age: There was no significant association between age and the
ten 4-H (youth work) subjects.

Residential Background: There was no significant association

between residential background and the ten 4~H (youth work) subjects.

Involvement in Extension Programs: There was no significant as-
sociation between involvement in Extension programs and/or activities
and the ten 4-H (youth work) subjects.

Economic Value of Agriculture'to County: There was a signifi-

cant association betWeen perceived economic.value of agriculture to the
county and the subjects "community development,” "understanding and im-
proving the ehvironment," "understanding public issues," '"health educa-
tion," and "'mersonal deveiopment.” ' |

Of those commissioners who perceived the economic value of agri-

. culture to the county as of little importance to important, 19.4 percent
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rated community developmcnt very important, 61.2 percént rated it impor-
tant, and 19.4 percent rated it 1es§ than important. In the groub of
comnissioners whose percgption of the economic value of agriculture to
the county was very important, 46.8 percent rated community development
very important, Sl.i percent important, and 2.l percent less than impor-
tant.

Concerning the subject "understanding and improving th¢ environ~
ment," 35.5 percent of the .commissioners with the lower evaluation of
agriculture rated it very important while 64.5 percent rated it less
than &ery important. Of those commissioners with the highef evaluation
of agriculture, 70.2 percent rated this subject very important and 29.8
percent rated it less than very important.

Thirty two and three-tenths percent of the commissioners whose
percepfion of the value of agriculture was of little importancelto im=-
portant rated public issues very important while 67.7 percent rated it
less than very important. On the other hand, 61.7 percent of the com-~
missioners who perceived the economic value of agriculture as very im=~
portant rated this subjec; very important and 38.3 percent rated it less
than very important. |

With regard to the subject '"health education,'" 38.7 percent of
the commissioneré with the lower evaluation of agriculture rated it very
important while 61.3 percent rated it less than very important. Sixty
six percent of the commissioners with the higher evaluation of agricul~
ture rated the subject very important and 34.0 percent fated it less
than very important.

Twenty nine percent of the commissioners who.perceived the eco~

nomic value of agriculture to the county as of little importance to
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. important rated pérspnal.QEV61§pment as.vefy imporﬁantA 51.6 perceﬁt
rated it important, aﬁd 19;4'péfcent ratcd.it'legs than.important,' Of
:the commiSsioners who pérqengdlthe_ﬁalue of agriculture_td be very im-
portant, 59.6 percent rated pérsongl dévétgpmenﬁlQery-importéﬁt, 36.2
percent rated it importénf, and 4;5 percgﬁt réted'this susjeéﬁ less thah.“

important,

Summary . |

. Tﬁis hypotﬁésis can-be.pépfia11§ rejectedvin'that geventeeﬁ ;f
the7é40 céﬁbin;tiqns,of igdepéndent Variableslénd commissionéréf pef—_
.céption of.Selected E%fension pfograﬁ content were statistically ;igni~
ficahf. " The significaﬁt assdcié£ions are sﬁnmérized in_Tables 24, 25;

d

and 26.

Program Content--Rural and-Urban (Total) Counties

3

. © The null hypothesis relafinguto this section was: There is no

association between eight selected personal and social characteyxistics

of the county commissioners from the fifteen most rural and the fifteen

most urban counties and their perception’ of the relative importance of

_selected Extension program concent. Progran content was divided into

three areas--agriculture, home economics, and 4-H (youth work) with ten

elements (subjects) in each area.

Agricultural Subjects

A summiary of‘association of independenﬁ Vériables with the ten
elementslof the dependent variable agricultural program content as per-
ceived by the conmissioners from rural and urban (total) counties.is

shown in Table 27.
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Tenure: There was no significant association between tenurc and

‘the ten agricultural subjects.

Main Occupation: There was a significant association between

main occupation and the following subjects: (1) production of agricui-
tural products, (2) mafketing.of agricultural products, (3) farm busi-
neés management, (4) agriéultural labor relatiéns, éﬁd (5) proper use
and coﬁgé;vation of natural resources, .

Fifty five-andbéight-teqths percent of the non—agriculﬁural bus-
inessmen rated‘p;oduction of agricultural produérﬁ very importénf in
contrast to 44,2 percent who rated this squect 1éss than very impoi-
tant. Seventy eight and two-tenths percent of tﬁe commissidners Qhése
main dccupation was farﬁing or agricultural related business rated this
suﬁject very important while 21.8 percent rated it less than very impor-
tant. Of those.commissioners who held professional and "other' posi-
tions, 60.5 percent rated the subject very important while 39.5 percgnt
rated it less than very important.

Of those commissioners engagéd in non-agricultural business,
53.8 percent rated marketing of agricultural products very important and
46.2 percent rated it less than very.important. Seventy six and four-
tenths percent of the farmers and agricultural related businessmen rated
the subject very important while 23.6 purcent rated it 1ess.than very
important. Of the commissioners in professional and "other" positions,
62.8 percent rated this subject very important while 37.2 percent rated
it less than very important,

Thirty two and seven~-tenths percent of the non-agricultural bus-
inessmen rated the subject "farm business management' very important,

51.9 percent rated it important, and 15.4 percent rated it less than
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important. Of the farmers and agricultural related businessmen, 60.0
percent rated this subject very important, 30.9 percent -dmportant, and
9.1 percent less than important. Pr“fegsional and "other" commissioners
rated farm business management very important atl;he 41.9 percent level
with 55.é percent réting it important and 2.3 percent rabting it less
than important. ' | St

With regard to tﬁe subject ”agricﬁlturéi labor relations," 69.2
percent of the non-agricultural businessmen rated it important or very

important while 30.8 percent rated it less than important; Eighty one

and eight-tenths percent of the farmers and agricultural related busi=-

nessmen rated this subject important 0¥ very important and 18.2 percent
rated it less than important. Of the professional and "other" conmis-
sioners, 72;1 percent rated the subject important or very important
while 27.9 percent rated it less than important.

Eighty and eight-tenths percent of the non-agricultural busi-
nessmen rated proper use and conservation of natural resources very im-
portant while 19.2 percent rated it less than very important. Fifty two
and seven-~tenths percent of the farmers and agricultural businessmen
rated it very important with 47.3 percent rating it less than important.
Of those commissioners with professional and "other'" positions, 79.1
percent rated the subject very important while 20.9 percent rated it
less than very important.

Level of Education: There was a significant association between

the level of formal education and the follcwing agricultural subjects:
(1) production of agricultural products, (2) proceséing of agricultural
products, (3) marketing of agricultural products, (4) farm business man-

agement, (5) agricultural labor relations, and (6) proper use and
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conservation of natural resocurces,

One hundred percent of the commissioners with a formal educa-

tional level of high school or less rated production of agricultural

products impertant or very important. On thgqother hand, 87.8 percent
of the commissioners who atténded‘college rated thié subject imporfant
or very important while 12.2 percent rated it less than important.
| Ninety four and one-tenth percent of the high school or 1less

commissioners rated prqcassing of agricultural products important or
very important while 5.9 percent rated it less than important. Of those
commissioneré attending college, 79.3 percent rated this subject impor-
tant or very-ﬁnppftanp with 20.7 percent rating it less than important.

Ninety seven and one-tenth percent of the commissioners with
high school or less levels of education-rated ma?keting of agricultural
products impértant or very imporéantlwhile 2.9 percent rated it léss
than impogtaqt. Ou the other hand,_87.8 percent of tﬁe commissibners
who attended college rated this subject important or very important
while 12.2 percent rated it less than important.

Of those commissioners with high schsol or less levels of educa-
tion, 95.6 percent rated farm‘business mar.agement important or very im-
portant while 4.4 percent rated it less than important. Eighty six and
six-tenths percent of those attending college rated this subject impor-
tant or very impértant with 13.4 percent rating it less than important.

With regaxd to the subject '"agric' ltural labor relatiomns," 86G.8
percent of the commissioners who completed high school or lesé rated it
important or very important while 13,2 percent rated it less than iﬁpor-

tant. In contrast, 64.7 percent of those attending college rated this
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suﬁject important or very important with 35.3 pervcent rating it less
than important.

'Sixty and three-tenths percent of the céﬁmissiopers completing
high school or 1ess.rated'proper use and cbnseryation of naturél re-
sources very important while 39.7 percent rated it less than very impor-
tant. On the other hand, 78.1 bercent of thosc attending college rated
this subject very important with 21.9 percent rafing it less than very
important.

Residential Bacxground: There was .a significant association be-

tween residential background and the following agricultural subjects:
(1) processing of agricultural products, (2) 1awns; plants, and trees in
the yard, and (3) proper use and conmservation of natural fesources.

‘Ninety two and one-half percent of those commissioners with farm
or rural.non-farm backgréunds rated processing'of aéricultural products
important or very {_.portant whiie 7.5 percent rated i; less than impor-
tant.” Of those whose residential background was "town," 78.5 percent
rated this subject important or very important with 21.5 percent rating
it less than important.

Witb.regard to the subject "lawns, plants, and trees in the
yard," 65.0 percenf of the commissioners with farm or rural non-farm
backgroun&s rirted it important or very impértant while thirty five per-
cent rated it less than important. In contrast, §8.6 percent of the
commissioners with town backgrounds rated this subject important or
very important with li.4 percent rating it less than important.

The subjecf "proper use and conservation of natural resources'
was rated very important by 58.7 percent of the commiésioners_with farm

or rural non-farm backgrounds while 41.3 percent of this group rated it
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less than very important. This subject was rated very important by 82.9
percent of the commissioners with town backgrounds with 17.1 percent of
those commissioners rating it less than very important.

Economic Value of Agriculture to County: There was a signifi-

cant éssociation between perceived economic value of agriculture to the
county and the following subjects: (1) production of agricultural prod-
ucts, (2) processing of agricultural products, (3) marketing of agriculf
tural products, and (&) £5rm business management .

Of those commissioneré berceiving the economic value of agricul-~
ture to the county as of little importance to important, 83.7 percent
rated production of agriculturai products important -or vefy impértant
while 16.3 percent rated ig less than important. Ninety eight aﬁd one;
tenth percenf of the commissioners who perceived the value of agricul-
ture‘as vey important rated this subject.i;poftént or very impofﬁént
while 1.9 percent rated it less than important.

| Processing of agricultural products was rated important or very
important by 73.5 percent of the commissioners who perceived the eco-
nomic value of agriculture to be of 1itt1e_ﬁnportance to important.
Twenty six and five-tenths percent of this group rated this subject less

than important. Of those commissioners who perceived the value of agri-

‘culture to be very iuportant, 92.1 percent rated processing of agricul-

tural products important or very important while 7.9 percent rated it
less than important.

0f those commissioners whose perception of the economic value of
agriculture was of little importance to important, 81l.6 percent rated
marketing of ‘agricultural products important or very important with 18.4

percent rating it less than important. Of those commissioners whose
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perception of the value of agriculture was very important, 97.1 percent

rated this subject important or very important with 2.9 percent rating

it less than important.

O
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Farm business management was rated important or very important

- by 87.8 percent of the commissioners whose perception of the economic

vélue»of agriculture to the county was of little importance to impoftant.
This_subject waé rated less than important Ly 12.2 percent of this
group.u On the other hand. 92.1 percént of the commissioners who per-
ceived the value of égriculture to be very important rated this subject
important or very important with 7.9 percént rating it less than<iﬁpor—

tant.

Home Economics Subjects

FA summary of association Qf independent variables Qith the ten
elements of the dependent variable home eéonomics program content as
perceived by the commissioners from rural and urban (total) c;unties is
shown in Table 28,

Tenure: There was a significant associatién between tenure and
the home economics subject '"clothing construction." Fifty six and nine-
tenths percent of the commissioners with a tznure of less than four
years rated clothing construction important or very important thle 43.i
percent of this group rated this subject less than important. Of those
commissioners who had served as commissioners between four and eight
years, 70.8 percent rated the subject important or very important with
29.2 percent rating it less than important. Clothing construction was
rated important or very important by 83.8 percent of the commissioners

with tenure over eight years while 16.2 percent of this group rated the
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subject less than important.

Main Occupation:. There was a significant association between

main occupation and the subjects "renovating furniture" and "efficient

.use of food stamps."

Renovating furniture was rated important or very important by
28.9 percent of the commissioners who were non-agricultural businessmen.
Within this same group, 71.1‘percent rated this subject less than impor-
tant. Sixty pefcent of the farmers or agricultural related businessmen
rated the subject important or &ery important with forty percent rafing
it less than important. Forty one and éight~tenths percent of the pro-
fessional and '"other" éommissioners rated renovating furniture important
or very important with 23.3 percent rating it less than imporkant.

0f those commissioners who werebnon-agricultural businessmen,
55.8 percent rated efficient use of food stamps important ér very impor-~
tant while 44.2 percent rated the subject less thaﬁ important. Eighty
one and eight-tenths percent of those who were farmers or agricultural
related businessmen rated the subject important or very important while
18.2 pércent of this group rated it less than important. Of those com-
missioners whose main occupation was professional or "other,” 67.4 per-
cent rated the subject‘important or very important with 32.6 percent
rating it less than important.

Level of Education: There was a significant association between

level of formal education and efficient use of food stamps. Commission-
ers Who'completed high school or less rated efficient use of food stamps
important or very important at the 80.%9 percent level, with 19.1 percent
of this group rating the subject less than important. Of those commis-

sioners who attended college, 58.5 percent rated efficient use of food
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stamps important or very imporitant while 41.5 percent of this group
rated this subject less than important.
Age: There was no significant association between age and the
ten home economics subjects. .

Residential Background: ~There was a significant association

between residential background and the following home economics subjects:

(1) renovating furniture, (2) consumer cducation, and (3) efficient use

of food stamps.

Fifty five percent of thé commissioners with farm or rural non-
farm backgrounds rated the subject '"renovating furniture'" important or
very important while 45.0 percent réted it less than important. Of
those commissioners whose background was "town," 31.4 percent rated this
subjeqt imporﬁant or very important with 68.6 percen£ rating it less
than important.

With regard to the subject "consumer education," 93.7 percent
of the commissioners with farm or rural non-farm backgrounds raﬁed it
important or very important while 6.3 percent rated it less than impor-
tant. Of those commissioners with town backgrounds, 84.3 percent rated
this subject iﬁportant or very important with 15.7 percent rating:it
less than important.

Seventy eight and sevéﬁ-tenths percent of the commissioﬁé%g with
farm or rural backgrounds rated gfficient use of food stamps important
or very important while 21.3 percent rated it less than important. On
the other hand, 57.1 percent of those with a town background rated this
subject important or very important with 42.9 percent rating it less
than important.

Involvement in Extension Programs: There was no significant
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association between iavolvement in Extension programs and/or activities

and the ten liome economics subjects.

Econoﬁic Value of Agriculture fo County: There was a signifi-
cant association between perceived econoﬁic‘value of agriculture to tﬁe
county and the hoﬁe economics subject "leadership development.'" Of
those commissicners who perceived the econemic value of agriculture to
the county as being of little importance to important, 83.7 peréent
rated leadership development iﬁpoftaﬁt or very'important and 16.3 per-
cent rated it less than important. Ninety five percent of the commis-
sioners who perceivéd the economic value of égficuiture as being very
important rafed this subject important or very importan£ with five per-
cent rating it less than important.

Familiarity With Extension Service: There was a significant

association between famili;rity with the Extension Serﬁice and the home
economics subject "consumer education." Of those commissioners who were
not very familiar with the Extension Service, 84.4 percent rated consum-
er education important or very important and 15.6 percent rated it less
than importént. Of the commissioners who were familiar with Extension,
87.2 percent rated this subject important or very important while 12.8
percent rated it less than important. Of those commissioners who were
very familiar with Extension, one hundred percent rated consumer educa-

tion important or very important.

4~H (Youth Work) Subjects

A summary of association of independent wariables with the ten
elements of the dependent variable 4-H (youth work) program content as

perceived by the commissioners from rural and urban (total) counties is
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shovm in Table 29.

x

Fenure: There was no significant association between tenure and

the ten 4-H (youth work) subjects.

Main Occupation: There was no significant association between

main occupation and the ten 4-H (youth work) subjects.

Level of Education: There was a significant association between
level of formal-éducation and the following subjects: (J) agricultural
skills for boys, (2) understanding publié issues, and (3) food-nutrition.

Of those commissioners whose highest level of formal education

was high school or less, 98.5 ﬁércent rated agricultural skills for boys

important or very important while 1.5 percent rated this subject less
than important. In contrast, 89.1 percent of the commissioners who‘atj
tended college rated agricultural skills for boys important or very im-
portant with 10.9 percent of this group rating it less than important.

Witﬁ regard to the subject "understanding public issues," 97.1
percent of the commissioners completing high school or less rated it
important or very important while 2.9'percent rated it lesé than impor-
tant. Ninety and two-tenths percent of the commissioners attending col-
lege rated this subject impcrtant orAvery important while 9.8 percent
rated it less than important.

The subject '"food-nutrition" was rated important or very impor-
tant by 98.5 percent of the commissioners at the high school or less
level while 1.5 bercent rated it less than important. In contrast, 86.06
percent of the commissioners who attended college rated this subject iﬁ-
portant or very important with 13.4 percent of this group rating it less

than important.
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Age: There was 1o significant association between age and the
ten 4-H (youth » »rk) subjects,

Residential Background: There was a significant association be-

tween residential background and the 4-H (youth work) subject "agricul-
tural skills for boys." Ninety seven and one-half percent of the com-
missioners with farm or rural non-farm backgrounds rated this subjéct
important or very important. Two and one-half percent rated it less
than important. In contrast, 88.6 percent of the commissioners with
"town'" backgrounds rated this subject important or.very important while
11.4 percent rated it less than important.

Involvement in Extension Programs: There was no significant as-

sociation between involvement in Extension programs and/or activities

and the tem 4-H (youth work) subjects.

Economic Value of Agriculture to County: There was a signifi-

cant association between economic value of agriculture to the county and
the fol'owing subjects: (1) commumnity development, (2) understanding
public issues, (3) health education, and (4) personal development.

Of those commissioners who perceived the economic value of agri-
culture té the county as of little importance to important, 87.8 percent
rated community development important or very important while 12.2 per-
;ent.of'them rated it less than important. In contrast, 96.1 percént of
the. commissioners who perceived agriculturéntdibe very important to the
county rated this subject important oy very important with 3.9 percent
rating it less than important.

The subject "understanding public issueé" was rated important or

very important by 87.7 percent of the commissioners who perceived agri-

culture to be of little importance to important. Twelve and three-~tenths
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‘

percent of this group rated this subject less than important. Ninecty
six percent of the commissioners who perceived agriculture to be very
important rated understanding public issues important or very importa.:
with the other four percent rating it less than important.

Health education was rated impor;ant or very important by 87.8
percent of thé'commissioners who perceived the value of agriculture éo
the county as of little importance to important while 12.2 percent of
the group rated this subject less than important. 1In contrast, 98.0
percent of the commissioners who perceived the value of agriculture to
be very important rated health e&ucation important or very important,
leaving two percent that rated it less than important,

Of these commissioners who perceived the value of agriculture as
of little importance to important, 81.6 percent rated personal develop-
ment important or very important while 18.4 percent rated it less than
important. Of those commissioners‘who perceived the economic value of
agriculture to the bounty to be very important, 96.l percent rated per-
sonal development important or very important with 3.9 percent rating it

!

less than important, ‘

Familiarity With Extension Service: Theré was no significant

associat! on between familiarity with the Extension Service and the ten

4-H (you:h work) subjects,

Summary
This hypothesis can be partially rejected in that 35 of the 240
combinations of independent variables and commissionefs' perception of

selected Ixtension program content were statistically significani. The

significant associations are summarized in Tables 27, 28, and 29.
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Program Clientele-~Rural Counties
The null hypothesis relating to this section was: There is no

3 3 " 3 \- 3 - .
association between eight selected personal and social characteristics

-of the county commissioners from the fifteen most rural counties and

their perception of the relative importance of selected Extension pro-

gram clientele. DProgram clientele was divided into three areas--agri-
culture, home economics, and 4-H (youth work) with ten elements (clien-

tele groups) in each area.

Agricultural Clientele
| A summary of aséociation of independent variables with the ten
elements of the depéndent variable agricultural program clientele as
perceived by the commissioners from rural counties is shown in Table 30.
Tenure: There was no significant association between tenure and
the ten agricultural clientele groups.

Main Occupation: There was a significant association between

main cccupation and the agricultural clientele group '"part~time farm-
ers." Of those commissioners whose main occupgtion was non-~agricultur-
al businessman, 57.1 percent rated part-time farmers imrertant or very
important and 43.9 percent rated this groﬁp less than important, Seven-
ty five percent of the farmers and agricultural related businessmen
rated part-time farmers important or very important with 25.0 percent
rating them less than important. ©f the commissioners who were en~
gaged in a professional business and those engaged in "other'" main oc-
cupations,.jj,? percent rated part-time farmars important or very impor-

tant and 64.3 percent rated them less than important,

Level of Education: There was a significant association between
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level of formal cducation and the agricultural clientele group '"part- .
time farmers," "local (domestic) farm laborers," and "migrant farm la-
borers."

Seventy two and one-half percent of those commissioners whose
highest level of formal education was high school or less rated part-
time farmers important or very important while 27.5 percent rated this
group less than important. Of those commissioners who attended college
42,9 percent rated part-time férmers important or very important and
57.1 percent'ratgd this group less than important.

Local (domestic) farm laborers were rate& important or very im-

Kl
portant by 87.7 percent of the commissioners completing high school or
less while 15.7 percent of this group rated the laborers less than im-
portant, Thirty eight and one-tenth percent of those commissioners at-
tending college rated this agricultural clientele group important or
very important and 61.9 percent rated them less than important.

Thircy seven and thre:-tenths percent of the commissioners om-

pleting high school or less rated migrant farm laborers important or

. very important, 33.3 percent rated this clientele group neutrzl, and

O
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29.4 percent rated them uniuportant or not very imporiant. On the other
hand, 23.8 percent of the ccmmissioners who attended college rated mi-
grant farm laborers important or very impoxtant, 66.7 percent rated
them neutral, and 9.5 percent rated them unimportant or not very impor-
tant.
Age: There was a significant association between age and the
agricultural clientele groups "homeowners" and '"migrant farm laborers."
Four and one-half percent of the commissioners who wére forty

five years of age or under rated homeowners very important, 54.6 percent
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rated them important, and 40.9 percent rated this group less than impor-
tant. Iu contras’ ., 34.0 percent of the commissioners who were over for-
ty f{ive years of age rated homeowners very important, 54.0 percent rated
them important, and 12.0 percent rated them less than important.

Of those commissioners who werc forty five years of age and un-
der, 22.7 percent rated migrant farm laborers important or very impor-
tant and 77.3 percent rated this group less than importaﬁt. 0f those

over forty five, 38.0 percent rated the laborers important or very im-~

portant and 62.0 percent rated them less than important.

Residential Background: There was no significant association
between residential background and the ten agricultural clientele
groups.

Involvement in Extension Programs: There was no significant

association between involvement in Extension programs and/or activities
and the tea agricultural clientele groups.

" Economic Value of Agriculture to County: There was a signifi-

cant association between perceived econbmic value of agriculture to the
county and_thg agricultural clientele group "migrant farm 1ab6rers." Of
those commissioners who perceived the economic value of agriculture to
the county to be of little importance to imﬁortant,-55.6 percent rated-
migrant farm laborers as important or very important and 44.4 percent
rated them less than important. O0f those commissioners who perceived
the value of agriculture to be very important, 25.9 percent rated mi-
farm laborers important or very important while 74.1 percent rated them

less than important.,
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Home Economics Clientele

A summary of association of independent variables with the ten
elements of the dependent_v&?iablevhome economics clientele as per-
ceived by the commissioners from rural counties is shown in Table 31.

- Tenure: There was a significant association between tenure and
the homé economics clientele group "homemakers from minority groups."
0f those commissiohers with Fenﬁre 1e§s than four yéars, 87.5 percent
rated ﬁomemakers from minority groups important oﬁ_very important with
12.5 percent rating this group less than important. This clientele.
group was rated important or very important by 59.2 percent .of those
commissioners who had served as commissioneré between four and eight
years while 40.8 percénf of this group rated the minority homemakeré
less than impértant. Of those commissionéfs who had served over eight

years, 90.5 percent rated this clientele group important or very impor-

tant and 9.5 percent rated them less than important.

Main Occupation: There was no significant association between
main occupation and the ten home economics clientele groups.

Level of Education: There was no significant associlation be=

tween level of formal education and the ten home cconomics clientele
groups. ¥

Age: There was no significant association between age and the
fen home economics clientele groups;

Residential Baékgroﬁnd: Theré.wag no significant association

-,

between residential background and the ten home economics dlientele' ]

;mﬂfl‘-’ e

Broups.

Involvement in Extension Programs: There was a significant as-

sociation betyeen involvement in Extension programs and/or activities
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and the home economics clientele group "upper income homemakers.,'" ' Of
those éémmissioners who héd not ‘been involved in Extension programs or
activities at all, 54.5 percent rated upper income homemakers important
or very important and‘45.5 percent rated them less than important. Com-
missioners who héd been involved in Extension programs or activities
"some' rated the.uppér incpme.homemakers important or very impbrtant at
66.7 pefcent.whilé 33.3 percent fatéd them less than importaht.f of
those commissioners who had been involved "a lot,'" 15.4 percent rated
upper income homemakers important or very important while 84.6 percen£

rated them less than. important. : !

4-1 (Youth Work) Clienteie

A sumary of association of independent variables with the ten
elements of the dependénf variable 4-H (youth work) program clientele

as perceived by the commisszioners from rural counties is shown in Table

32. .
Tenure: - There was no significant association between tenure and
the ten 4-H (youth work) clientele groups.

Main Occupation: There was no significant association between

main occupation and the ten 4-H (youth work) clientele groups.

‘Level of Tducaticn: There was. nd significaﬂt association be-

v
I} -
-4 .

tween level of fbrmalheducation and the ten 4-H (youth work) clientele

'g?oups.' '
".Age: ‘There was a significant association between age and the

4-4 (yquth'work) clientele groups '"urban and city youth" and "youth

from upper income families."

Of those commissioners forty five years pf.age and under, 13.6
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percent rated urban and city youth very important, 36.4 percent rated
them important, and 50.0 percent rated them less than important. 1In
contrast, 24.0 percent of the commissioners over forty five rated the
urban and city youfh very important, 58.0 percent rated theﬁ important,
and 18?0 percent rated them less than impbrtant.

Thirteen and six~tenths percent of the commissioners forty five
and undef raied youth from upper income families very important, 31.8
percent rated them important, and 54.6 percent ;ated this group less
than important. Of the '"over forty five" year age group of commission-
ers, 26.0 percent rated the upper income youth very imporfant, 58.0 per~
cent rated them important, and 16.0 percent rated them less than impor-
tant.

Residential Background: There was no significant association

between residential background and the ten 4-H (youth work) clientele
groups.

Involvement in Extension Programs: There was no significant as-

sociation between involvement in Extension programs and/or activities

and the ten 4-H (youth work) clientele groups.

y

i

Economic Value of Agriculture to County: There was no signifi-

cant association between perceived economic value of agriculture to the

county and the ten 4~H (youth work) clientele groups.

Familiarity With Extension Service: There was no significant
association between familiarity with the Extension Service and the ten

4-H (youth wbrk) clientele groups.

Surmary

This hypothesis can be partially rejected in that eleven of thz
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240 combinations of independent variables and commissioners' perception
of selected Extension program clientele were statistically significant.

The significant associations are summarized in Tables 30, 31, and 32.

Program Clientele--Urban Counties
The null hypothesis relating to this section was: There is no

-‘association between eight selected personal and social characteristics

of the county commissioners from the fifteen most urban counties and

their perception of the relative importance of selected Extension pro-

gram clientele, Program clientele was divided into three areas--agri-

culture, home economics, and 4-H (youth work) with ten elements (clien-

tele groups) in each area,

Agriculturai Clientele

A summary of association of independent variables with the ten
elements of the dependent variable agricultural clientele as perceived
by the commissioners from rural counties is shown in Table 33.

Tenure: There was no significant association between.tenure and
the ten agricultural clientele groups.

Main Occupation: There was no significant association between

main occupation and the ten agricultural clientele groups.

Level of Education: There was no significant association be-

tween level of formal education and the ten agricultural clientele
groups.
Age: There was no significant association between age and the

ten agricultural clientele groups.

Residential Background: There was no significant association

between residential background and the ten agricultural clientele
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groups.

Involvement in Extension Programs: There was a significant as-

sociation between involvement in Extension programs and/~r activities
~and the agricultural cliemntele group "agricultural commodity organiza~

T

tions.”™ Of those commissioners whose involvement in Extension programs

was categorized as ''mone,"

13.1 percent rated agricultural commodity or-
ganizations very important while 86.9 percent rated them less than im-
portant. Of thoce whose involvement was categorized as "some," 14.7
percent fated;this'clientelé'éréuﬁ very important while 85.3 percent
rated them less tﬁan.véfy iﬁﬁéftaht. ‘bf>those whose involvement was
categorized Ma lot," 47.6 ﬁercenf réted agricuitural pommbdity organiza-
tions very important and 52.4 percent rated theﬁ less than very impor-

tant.

Economic Vélue of Agriculture‘to County: There was a signifi-
cant associatien betweeﬁ'ﬁerceived economic value oflagriculture to the
county-and the followin; agricultural clientele groups: (1) large com-
mercial farmers, (2) aéribusiness firms, (3) agricultural commodity or-
ganizations,K (4) homeowners, (5) local (domestic) Farm laborers, and (6)
migrant farm lavorers. |

Large commercial farmers were rated véry important by 12.9 per-

cent of the commissioners who perceived the economic value of agricul-

ture to the county as of little importance t2> important. Thirty five

t

and one-half percent of the commissioners rated this clientele group im-

portant, 25.8 percent neutral, and 25.8 percent unimportant or not very

important, Of those commissioners who perceived the economic value of

agriculture to the county as very important, 29.8 pércent rated large

commercial farmers very important, 55.3 percent importent, 8.5 percent
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neutral, and 6.4 percent unimportant or mnot very important.

Commissioners perceiving the value of agriculture to the county
to be of little importance to important rated agribusineés firms very
important at the 6.4 percent level, with 48.4 percent of this commis-
sioner group rating agribusiﬁesé firms important, 12.9 percent neutral,
and 32.3 percent unimportant o not very important. Omn tHe other hand,
17.0 percent of the commissioners who perceived the value of agricul;
ture as very important rated this clientele group very important, 57;5
percent rated them important, 19.1 pcrcent rated thor neutral, énd 6.4
percent ratea them unimportant or not very important. .

Twelvé and nine-tenths percent of the commissioners with the
lower perception of the value of agricuiture to the county rated'agri-
culturai commodity organizations very important, 58.1 percent important,
and 29.0 percent less than important. Of those conmissioners peréeiving
the value of agriculture to be vory important, 29.8 percent réted agri-
cultural commodity organizations very important, ¢l.7 percent imporfant,
and 8.5 percent less than important. |

Six and one-half percent of the commissioners whose perception

- of agriculture was of little importance to important rated homeowners

very important, 67.7 percent rated them important, and 25.8 percent

‘rated them unimportant or not very important. On the other hand, 27.7

hy

percent of those whose berception of the value of agricuiture was very

important rated homeowners very important Whilé 44,6 percent rated them

important and 27.7 percent rated them u&important or noﬁ_very important.
Three‘and two~tenths percent of the commissiopg?s percelving the

value of agriculture to be of little importanée to important rated local

(domestic) farm laborers very important as a clientele group, 61.3
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percent rated them important, 16,1 percent rated them neutral, and 19.4
perccnt.rated them unimportant or not very important. In contrast, 25.5
percent of the commissioners whose perception of the value of agricul-
ture was very important rated this clientele group very important, 53.2
percent’rated them impqrtant, 14.9 percent neutral, and 6.4 percent un-
important or not very important,

Migrant farm laborers were rated very important by 9.7 percent
of the commissioners with the lower perception of the value of agricul-
ture while 38,7 percent of this group rated migrant laborers importaﬁt,
25.8 percent rated them neufral, and 25.8 peréent rated them unimportant
or not very important. In contrast, 27.7 percent of the commissioners;
with the higher ﬁerception of the value of agriculture rated migrant la-
borers very impoftant, 44 .6 percent rated them importanf, 21.3lbercent
neutral, and 6.4 pefcent unimportant or not very important.

Familiarity With Extension Service: There was a significant as-

sociation between familiarity Qith the Extension Service and the agri-
cultural clientele groups '"small subsistence farmers'" and "agricultural
commodity organizations."

Sixty percent of the comriissioners who were not very familiar
with the Extension Service rated small subsistence farmers very impor-
tant while 40.0 percent rated them less than very impbrtant. 0f those
commissioners who were familiar with the Extension Ser§ice, 22.5 percent
rated small éﬁbsisténce farmers very important and 77.5 percent rated
them less than very important. Forty four and four-tenths percent of
the commissioners who were very familiar with the Extension Service
rated this clientele grdup very important while 55.6 percent rated them

less than very important,
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FPifteen per;ent of the commissioners dho were familiar with
Extension rated agriculbural commodity oxganizations wvery important with
85.0 percent rating them less than very important. Commissioners whp
were familiar with Extension placed the same ratings on this clientele
groﬁp.while commissioners who wefe very familiar with Extension rated

agricultural commodity organizations equally very important and less

than very important.

Home Economics Clientele

A éummary of association of independent variables with the ten
clements of the dependent variable home économics program cliéntele as
perceived by the commissioners from urban counties is shown in Table 34.

Tenufe: There was a significant association between teﬁugg and
the home ecdnomics clientele ;group ''low iﬁcome homemakers." Of thosé
commissioners with tenufe less than four years, 26.8 percent rated low
income hgmemakers.very important.while 73.2 perceﬁt rated thém less than
#efy important. Fourteen and thrge-fenths percent of the commissioners

with tenure between four and eight years rated this clientele group very

important and 85.7 percent rated them less than very important. In con-

trast, 56.2 percent of the commissioners with tenure over eight years

rated low income homemakers very important and 43.8 percent rated them
less than very important’,

Main Occupation: There was no significant association between

main occupation and the ten home economics clientele groups.

"Level of Education: There was no significant association be-

tween level of formal education and ihe ten home economics clientele

groups.
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"Age: There was no significant association between age and the

ten home economics clientele groups.

/

Residential Background: There was no significant association

between residential background and the ten home ecponomics clientele

groups.

13

‘Involvement in Extension Programs: There was no sigrificant as-

sociation between involvement in Extension programs and/or activities

and the ten home economics clientele groups.
. i . R i

Economic Value of Agriculture to County: 'There was no signifi-
cant association between perceived economic value of agriculture. to the

; .
county -and the ten home economics' clientele groups.

Familiarity With Extension Service: There was a significant as-

!
i

~sociation between familiarity with the Extension Service and ‘the home

economics clientele group 'urban and city homemakers." Within the group

of commissioners who were not very familiar with the Extension Service

. 40.0 percent of the commissioners rated urban and ciif.y homemakers impor-

tant or very important while 60.0 percent rated them: less than importani.
Of those commissioners who were faﬁiliar with Extension, 70.0 percent
rated this clientele group important or very jmportant and 30.0 percent
rated themlléss than impbrtént. Commissioners wﬁo were very famiiiar

with Extension responded with 44 .4 percent rating urban and city home-

~makers important or ‘7ery important and 55.6 percant rating them less '

than important,

4-1 (Youth WOrk)iclientele

A summary of association of independent variables with:the ten-

elements of the dependent variable 4-H (youth work) clientele as .

e
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perceivgd By thé commissioners from urban4§oun;ies is shown in Téble 35,
Tenure: There_was.noﬁsigniﬁ;caﬁt association between tenure and '
the ten 4-H (youth'work) clientele éroups.

Main Occupation: There was no significant association between

main occupation and the ten 4-H (youth work) clientele groups.

Level of Education: There was no significant association be-

tween level of formal education and tﬁe ten 4;H.(youth work)  clientele
groups. |

Age: There was no significant association between age and.the
ten 4-H (youth Wérk) clientele groups. |

Residential Background: There was no significant association

between residential.background and the ten &-H (youth Work)_clientele

groups. .
7

Tavolvement in Extension Programs: There was a significant as-

sociation between invoivement in Extension pfograms and/or activities
and the following 4-H (youth work) clientele groups: (1) farm_youth,4
(2) rural non-farm<youth; &3) allvyouth between nine and nineteen years-
of age, and (4) all youth between seven and nineteen years‘of age.
‘Forty three and one-half perceﬁﬁ of the commissioners who had‘
not been involved in Extension programs rated farm youth very important
and 56.5 percent rated them less ‘than very important. .Twenty six and
o;e-hglf percent of those Q%o had been' involved "séme" rated this group
very important while 73.5 perceﬁt rated uhem-less‘fhan verf importaﬁf;‘

- 0f those commissioners who had been involved in Extension programs and/

1
!

or activities "a lot,"'61.9jperééﬁt rated farm youth very important with
"~ 38.1 percent rating them less than very important.

With regard to rural non-farm youth, 60.9 percent of the
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conmissioners who had n0t been invélﬁed in EXtension4progréms ra;ed
them important or very important with 39.1 percent rating-them 1éss than
impértant. Of those commissioners who had been invoivedg"some," 73.5
Vpercent rated‘this group importan§ or ﬁery important_agd 26.5-pefceﬁf.'
rated them less than important. Of that'group,of cqmmissioners‘thét had
been involved "y iot,”'85.7_perceﬁt rated rural non4farﬁ youth important;
or very importanﬁ.while 14.3 percent rated them less tﬁén important,

.Tventy one and seven-tenths percent'of4thé commiséioners who hgd
not bgen involveq in Extension prograﬁs rated all youth between‘nine'and

nineteen years of age Very important and 78.3 percent.rated them less

than very important.' Fofty four and one-tenth percent of the commis-
sioners who had beeﬁvinvolved "some".rated-this group very important
while 5579 percent rated them 1ess thaﬁ4very important. Of that group
of commissioners who had been invoivéd "a lot," 61.9 pérceng rated;ihis
clientele group very important and 38.1 percenf rated them less than

. very important.

All youth between'sg§eg and nineteen years of age were rated "

1;véfyvimpoftant by l7.4'pe;céﬁt'of'the:commissioners.who.had not been in:_'
vglved in Extension programs whfle 82.6 percent rated_thém less tﬁan
very imporﬁant. Thirty eight and two-tenths pércenf of thése commis~
gioners who had been involved 'some" réted-youth between seven and nine-

" teen years of age very :iiportant and 61.8 percentlfated them less than
very impbrtanﬁ.. Of:thOée commissioners who were involwed "a Iot," 57.1
percent rated fhis‘clientele.gioup very important and 42;9 peréent.rated

them less than very -important.

Economic Value of Apriculture to County: There was a signifi-

' cant association between perceived economic value of agriculture to the
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county and the 4-H (youth work) clientele group "all youth between sev-
en and nineteen years of age." Of those commissioners who pefceived
the value of agriculturebto be of little importance to important, 19.4
percest: rated this clientele group very important, 64.5 percent impor-
tant, and 16.1 percent less than important. in-contrast, 48.9 percent
of the commissioners who perceived the. value of agriculture to be very
importanf rated tbié group very important, 40.4 percent important, and

10.7 percent less than important.

Familiarity With Extension Service: There was a significant -
association between familiarity with the Extension Service and the cli-
entele groups '"rurzl non-farm youth," "small town and village youth,"
and "all youth between niné and anineteen years of age."

Commissionefs who were not very familiar with the Extension
Service were equally divided, 50.0 percent each, in their rating of ru-
ral non-farm youth as important or very important and less than impox-
tant. Lighty percent of the commissioners who were familiar with

Extension rated this group important or very important and 20.0 percent

rated them less than important. Of those commissioners who were very

familiar with Extension, 83.3 percent rated rural non-férm youth impor-
tant or very important and 16.7 percent rated them less than important.
Fifty five percent of the commissioners who were not very famil-
jar with Extension rated small town and village youth importaﬁt or very
important while 45.0 percent rated them less than iméoftant. ' OF those
commissioners who were familiar with Extension, 82.5 percent rated this
group important or very importéﬁf énd 17.5 perceﬁt rated them less than
important. Eighty three and tﬂree—tenths percent of the commissioﬁers

who were very familiar with Extension rated the small town and village
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youth important or very iméoruant while 16.7 percent rated them less
than imporlant. |

Twenty percent of the commissioners who were not véfy familiar
with Extensionvrated all youth between nine and nineteen years of age
very important and é0.0 percent rated them less than very important.
Forty five percent of those wﬁo were familiar with Extension rated this
group very‘important with SS.Q percent raiing it less than very impor—'
tant. Sixty one and one-tenth percent of thelcommissianers whp were
very familiar with Extension rated this clientele group very iﬁportgnt

while 38.9 percent rated them less than veryvimportant;

Summary

This hypothesis can be partially rejected in that nineteen of
the 240 éombinations of independent variables and commissioners' percep-
tion of selected Extension program clientéle were statistically signifi-
cant, The significant associations are summarized in Tables 33, 34, and

35.

Program Clientele-~-Rural and Urban (Total) Counties

The null hypothesis relating to this section was: There is no

association between eight selected personal and social characteristics

of the county commissioners from the fifteen most rural and the fifteen

most urban counties and their perception of the relative importance of

selected Extension program clientele. Program clientele was divided in-

to three areas--agriculture, home economics, and 4-H (youth work) with

ten elements (clientele groups) in each area.
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Agricultural Clientele

A summary of association of independent variables with the ten
elements cf the dependent Variablé agricultural clientele as perceived
by theAcommissioners from rural and urban (total) counties is shown in
Table 36G.

Tenure: There was no significant association between tenure and

the ten agricultural clientele groups.

Main Occupation: There was a significant association between

main occupation and the following agricultural clientele groups: (1)

. large commercial farmers, (2) average size family farmers, (3) smwall

subsistence farmers, and (4) lpcal (domestic) farm laborers.

Nine and six-tenths percent of the commissioners who were non-
agricultural businessmen rated large commercial farmers very important,
61.5 percent rated them important, and 28.9 percent rated this clien-
tele group less than impo=:tant., Of those commissioners who were farmers
or agricultural-related businessmeﬂ, 21.8 percent rated large comme:cial
farmers very important, 58.2 pefcent rated them'important,_aﬁd 20.0 per-
cent rated them less thaﬁ important.- 0f those commissiomers who were
engaged in professional or "other" occupations, 34.8.percent rated large
commercial farmers very important,. 37.2 percent impor:ant, and 28.0 per-
cent less than important.

Thirty and seven-tenths percent of thé.néﬁ-agricultﬁral Busi-
nessmen rated averaée size family farmers very important, 46.2 percent
rated them important, while 23,1 percent rated this group less than im-
portant. ¥Fifty two and seven-tenths percent of the farmeirs and agricul-

tural related businessmen rated this clientele group very important,

-
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45.5 percent important, and 1.8 percent less than important. Of those
commissioners holding professional or "other" primary occupations, 48.8
percent ratsd average siée family farmérs very important, 39.6 percent
rated them important, and 11.6'percent rated them less than important.

Non-agricultural businessmen rated small subsistence farmers
very impsrtant at 26.9 percent while 51.9 percent rated them important
and 21.21percent rated them less than important. .Farmers and agricul-
tural related businessmen rated this group very important at the 50.0
percent level with 45.5 percent rating them important and 3.6 percentv
rating them less than important. Of those conmissioners engaged in
professional and "other" main occupations, 46.5 percent rated small sub-
sistence farmers very important, 39.6 percent important, and 13.9 per-
cent less than impoftant. | |

Of the three occupational groups, 9.6 percent of the non-agri-
cultural businessmen rated local (domestic) farm laborers very important,
53.8 percent rated them important whiie 36.6 percent rated them less
than important. This clientele group was rated very important by 16.4
percent of tﬁe farmers and agricultural related busiﬁessmen, with 58.2
percent of this group rating them important_and 25.4 percent rating
them less than important. Of the professional and “"other" commission-
érs, 32.5 percent rated this group very important, 46.5 percent impor-
tant, and 21.0 percent less than important.

"Level of Education: There was a significant association between

level of formal education and the agricultural clientele groups 'home-
owners' and "local (domestic) farm laborers."

Of those commissioners whose highest level of formal education

was high school or less, 33.8 percent rated homeowners very important,
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'52.9 percent rated them importznt, and 13.3 percent rated them less

than important. In contéést, 12.2 percent of those whosé‘highest level
of education was colleée rated this group very iﬁportant, 54,9 peréent
rated them important, and 32ﬂ9 percent rated them less tlhan important.
.’Nithin the high school 1éve1 group of commissioners, 25.0 per-
cent rated local farm laborers vgry_iﬁﬁortant, 60.2 percent rated them
important, and 14.8 perceﬁt rated .this clientele group less than impor-
tant. On the other hand, 13.4 percent of those attending college rated
the local farm laborers very important, 47.5 percent rafed them impor-
tant, and 39.1 percent ratedlthem-less than important.
Age: -There was a éignificaﬁt association between age_and”the
agricultural clientele groups "hobby farmers,"”"agricqltural commodity
organizations," and '"local (domestic) farim laborers."

Thirty five and one-tenth percent of those commissioners forty

five years of age and under rated hobby farmers important or very impor-

tant, 4.6 percent rated them neutral; and 19.3 percent rated them un-
important or not véry‘importaﬁt. 0f the commigsioners~ovér forty five
years of age, 24{7.percent rated this clientele group impor;ant oY very
important, 31.2.percént neutral, and 44.1 percen£ unimportant or not
very important,

Seventy one aﬁd.nine-tenths percent of the commissioners forty
five years of age and andéf rated agricultural commodity organizations
ﬁnportant.or ver§ important while 28.1 percent rated them less tﬁan im-~

portant. Of those commissioners over forty five years of age, 89.2 per-

cent rated this clientele group important or very important while 10.8

percent rated them less than important. :
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Local (domestic) farm laborers were rated bnpoftant or very im-
portant by 68.@ percent of the commissioners who were forty five yéars
of.age or.unaer with 31.6 ﬁefceﬁt of tﬁis gréup nating them lesc than
important, In contreast, 74;2 percent of those commissioners éver forty
five years of age rated this clienteie group - important or very.impdrtant
with 25.8 percent rating them less than important.

.Residential Background: There was no significant association

betwecn residential background and the ten agricultural clientele
grups.

Involvement in Extension Programs: There was no significant as-

sociation between involvement in Extension programs and/or activities
and the ten agricultural clientele groups.

Economic Value of Agriculture to County: There was a signifi-

cant association between perceived economic valug of agriculture to the
county and the following agricultural clientele groups: (1) large.com-
ﬁerciél farmer-, (2) average size family farmers, (3) agribusiness firms,
(4) agricultural commodity groups, and (5) homeowners,

Of those commissioners who perceived the economic value of agri-
culture to the county to be of little importance to important, 14.3 per-
cent rated large commercial farmers very important, 40.8 percent rated
them important, and 44.9 percent rated them less than important. With-
in the group of commissioners whose pérception of the value of agricul~
ture was very important. 24.4 pefcent rated this clientele group very
important, 59.4 percent rated them important, and 15.8 percent rated
them les. than important.

Twenty six and one-half percent cf the commissioners with the

lover perception of the value of agriculture rated average size family

{
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farmers wvery important, 51.0 percent Important, and 22.5 percent less
than important. On the other hand, 52.5 percent of those with the high-
er perception of the value of agricultﬁre rated this group very impor-
tant, 40.6 percent importént,_and 6.9 percent less than important.

Sixty one and two-tenthé percent of the commissioners who‘per—
ceived the economic value of agriculture to the county to be of little
iﬁportance.to important rated agribusiness firms important or very im-
ﬁsftant while 38.8 percent rated the firms less than important. Séven—
ty seven and two-tenths percent of the commissioners who perceived the
value of agriculture to be vefy important rated this clientele group
important or very important with 22.8.percent rating the group less than
imﬁortant.-:

Agricultuial comuodity Arganizations were rated important br
very important by 71.4 percent of the commissioners whose perception of
the economic value of agriculture was of little importance to important.
Twenty eight and 5ix-tenths.percent of the commissioners in this group
also rated the comﬁodity organizations less than hnpoftant. In contragt,
88.1 pe:cent of the commissioners who perceived the value of agricultgfé'
to be very important rated'agricu1tura1'commodity.organizations impor-
tant or very important while 11.9 percent rated them less thaﬁ important.

With regard to homeowners, 10.2 percent of the commissioners with
the lower perception of the value of agriculture rated this group very
importént, 61.2 percent important, 14.3 percent neutral, and 14.3 pex-
cent uniﬁportant or not very important. Of those commiSQioners‘whose
perception of the value of agriculture was very important, 27.7 percent

rated homeowners very important, 50.5 percent important, 20.8 percent

neutral, and 1.0 percent unimportant or not very important.
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Home Economics Clientele

A summary of association of independent variables with the ten

"elements of the dependent variable home economics clientele as perceived

by the commissioners from.ruial and urban.(ﬁotal) counties is shown iﬁ
Table 37.

Tenure: There was no significant association Between'fenure and
the ten home economics clientele groﬁps.

Main Occupation: There was a significant asscciation between

main occupation and the home economics clientele groups 'farm homemakers"
and "young married women."

- Of the commissioners whose main occupation was non-agricultural
businessmén, 26.9 peréent rated farm homémakers'very important, 50.0

percent important, and 23.1 percent'less than important. Homemakers

were rated very important'by 41.8 percent of the commissioners whose

- main occupation was farming or agricultural related business while 52.7

percent rated them important and 5.5 percent less than important. Thirty

and two-tenths percent of the commissioners whose main occupation was

e t

piofeséional oi "other" rated'homeownefs verynimportani; 60.5 percent
important, and 9.3 percent iess than iﬁpértant..

4 Non~agricultural Lusihessmen rated young_married women very. im-
portant étiihe 19,2 nvercent lével while 46.2 percent rated thém_imbor-
tant and 34.6 pe;;ent'rateé them less than impqrtant; Thirty“and nine-
tenths pgfcent of the farmers and agricultural related businessmen rated

i . - . n

this clientele group very iﬁportant,'SS,Z percent important, and 10.9"

percent less than important. Of the professional and "other" commis-

sioners, 16.3 percent rated young married women very important, 62.8
percent important, and 20.9 percent less than important.

l
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Leﬁél of Education: There was a significant association belween
the levél of formal educatica and.the home_éconaﬁics clieptele grouﬁs
"middle income homemakers" and ”youhg married women."

Commissioners ﬁnose highesp level of formal education was high
school or less’rated midd;e income.homémakers very important at the 17.6
.fercent level while 66.2 perégnt rated this group imporfant and 16.2
percent rated them less than important; Twelve and two-tenths percent
of the commjissioners who attended collegewrated th¢ middle income home-

: o ' K & :
makers-very important, 51l2’pefb€nt important, and 36.6 percent less

."‘/
g8

than important.

'Yéuﬁg ma?fied women weré rated.ﬁery imporﬁant by 30.9 percent 'of
' fhe éommis;iohers.whose highest level of educafion;was high'schbol or
1ess-whi1§A57.3 percent of this group raﬁed the 'young ﬁgrried women im-
poftantland 1i:8'percent-rated them less than imﬁortant.. Fifteen and
eight-tenths pefcent of the-commjésiénefs who attended college rated‘ 
this élientele group ‘very impoftant, 53.7 percent important, and 3015
percent 1ess than impo;tént.

Age: There was no significant association between age and the

ten home economics clientele groups.

“ Residential Background: There was a significant association be-

tween residential background and the following home economics clientele

groups: (1) middle income homemakers, (2) senior -citizens, znd (3)

¢

i .
young married women. T

Cormissioners vith farm or ruval non-farm ﬁpckgrounds rated mid-
dle income homemakers very important at the 17.5 percent level with 65.0

percent rating them important and i7.5 percent less than important. OFf

—*

the cormuissioners with '"town' backgrounds, 11.4 percent'rated the

\
—
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middle income homemakers very important, 50.0 percent important, and-
38.6 percent less than important.
Thirty eight and seven-tenths percent of the commissioners with

farm or rural backgrounds rated senior citizens very important, 42.5
@ . ) :

~percent rated them importanﬁ, gnd 18.8 percent rated them less than im-
portant. In,contrasﬁ, 20.0 percent of ‘the "town" commissioneré rated
this clientele group very important, 57.l'péré6nt important, and 22.9
percent less than important,

With regard to young mérried women, 28.7 percent of the commis-

.sioners withAfarm or rural béckgrounds rated this group very important,

56.3 percent important, and 15.0 percent less than important. In con-

trast, 15.7 percent of the commissioners with "t own" backgroundéfréféam

‘this clientele group very important, 54.3 pefceﬁ% important, and 30.0

percent less than important.

Involvement in Extension Programs: There was no significant as-
sociation between involvement in Extension programs and/or activities
and the ten home economics clientele groups.

Economic Value of Agriculture to County: There was a signifi-

cént assoéiation between perceived economic value of agriculture to thé
county and the hoﬁe economics clientele group 'homemakers from minority
groups.'" Of those commissioners whese perception of thé economic value
of agriculture to the county was ofllittle'importance to iﬁ}drtént, 77.6
percent rated homemakers from minority groﬁps important or very impux--
tanﬁ while 22,4 percent rated -them less than'imporfant. .0n the o?ﬁer
hand, 74:2 ﬁepcent of the commissioners who perceived the value of agri-
culture to be wvary importantlrated this clienteie group importani or

very important, while 25.8 percent rated them less than important.

tRiC
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Familiarity With Extension Service: There was a significant as-~

'sociation between familiafity with thé Extension Service and the home -

economics clientele groups "smallyﬁown and village homemakérs” and "ur-
oy - -

ban and city homemékers.”

Commissioneré who were nét very‘familiar witb the Extension
Service rated Smail town and village hoﬁemékers important or very impor-
tanf at the 53.1 percent level while 46.9 percent‘rated them less than.
important. Commiséioners ;ho were familiar with the Exteﬁsion Service
rated this clientele group important or very important at 79.1 percent,
with:20.9 percent raﬁing”theﬁ less than-importanta "Of those commission-’
ers who were very familiar witﬁ E#ténsion; 65.6 percént rated the smail V
town and village hoéemakers impoftant 6r very important and 34.4 pafcent
rated tﬁem less than impértant.

Forty three and éeven-tenths percent of the commissioners who
were not very familiar with Exténsion rated ufSaﬁ and éit; homemakers
important or véry'important whi1e 56.3 percent rated théﬁ less than'im; '
portant. Of_tﬁose comnissionérs who were familiaf with Extenéion,'69.7

percent rated this clientele group impdrtantvor véry important and 30.3
percent raked them -less than important. Urbaﬁ_and city homemakers were
rated iﬁportant or very important by 50.0 perceri of the commissioners

who were very_famiiiar with Extension while the other fifty percent

rated them less than important.. )

4-H (Youth Work) Clientele

A summary of association of independent variables with the ten
clements of the dependent variable 4-H (youth work) clientele as per-

ceived by the commissioners-from rural and urban (total) counties is
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shown in Table 38.
Tenure: There was no significant association between tenure and
the ten 4-H (vouth work) clicentele groups.

Main Occupation: There was a significant association between

main occupation and the 4-H (youth work) clientele groups '"youth from
low inéome familfes" and "youth from middle income families.!

Twenty three and one-tenth percent of the commissioners whose
main occupation was non-agricultural businessmen rated youth from low
income families very important, 55.8 percent rated them important, and
21.1 percent rated them less than impoftant. Forty percent of the com-
missioners who were farmers or agricultural reléted businesémen g@ted
this clientele group very imporfant, 58.Zz percent rated them important,
and 1.8 percent less than important. Of those commissioners whose main
occupation was professicnal or "other,” 34.9 percent rated youth from
low income families very important, 53.5 percent rated them important,
and 11.6 percent rated them less than important.

Youth .from middle income families were‘rated very important by
17.3 percent of the non-agricultural businessmen with 57.7 percent rat-
ing them important and 25.0 pércent raging them less than important.
Farmer; aﬁd agricultural related businessmen rated youth from middle in-
come families very important at 29.1 percent while 97.3 percent rated
them important and 3.6 percent less than important. Of those commié-
sioners whose main occupation was professional or 'other," é5;6 percent
rated this cliéntele group very important, 51,2 percent important, and

23.2 perceat less than important,

Level of Education: There was a significant associdtion between

leve. of formal education and the 4-H (youth work) -lientele groups
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"youth from middle income families’ and “youth from upper income fami-
lies.™
Ninety seven percent of the commissioners whose highest level of

formal education was high school or less rated ycuth from middle income

families importan: or very important, leaving three percent rating this

clientele group lei.s than important. In contrast, 71.9 percent of the
commissioners who attended college rated this group Important or very
important with 28.1 pércent rating it less than important.

Seventy six and one-half pevcent of the commissioners whose
highest level of frrmal education was high school or less rated youth
from-upper income families important or very important while 23.5 per-
cent rated this group 1ess‘£han_impqrtant. Fifty percent of the commis-
sioners who attended college rated this clientele group important‘or
very important with thelother fifty percent rating it less than impor-
tant,

Age: There was no significant: association between.?ge and the
ten 4-~H (youthj§ork) clientele groups.

Residential Background: There was a significant association be-

tween residential background and the 4~H (youth work) clientele group
"youth from middle income families." This clientele group was rated im-
portant or very important by 92.6 percent of the commissionevs with a
farm or rural background. Seven and four-tenths percent of those com-
missioners rated the group less than important. Of those commissioners
with a "town' backsround, 72.8 percent rated youth from middle income

families important or very important and 27.2 percent rated them less

than important. -
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Involvement in Extension Programs: There was no significant

association between involvement in Extension programs and/or activities
and the ten 4-H (youth work) clientele groups.

Economic Value of Apriculture to County: There was a signifi-

cant association between perceived economic valie of agriculture to the
county and the 4-H (youth work) clientele grocn Mall -youth between nine
and nineteen years of age." This group was ratrd important or very im-
portant by 87.8 percent of those commissioners whose perception of the

economic value of agriculture was of 1°ttle importance to important. It

was rated less than important by 12.2 percant of those commissioners.

In contrast, 97.1 percent of the commissioners who perceived the econom-
ic value of agriculture to the county to be very important rated this
clientele group important or very important with 2.9 percent rating it

less than important.

Summary

This hypothesis can be partially rejected in that thirty of the
240 combinations of independent variébles‘énd commissioners' perception
of selected Extension program clientgle were statistically significant.

The significant associations are summarized in Tables 36, 37, and 38.

» Summary
This seétiun has presented data relatiﬁe to the degree of asso-
ciation éxisting between eight independent variables-and rural and urban
county commissioners' perception of the relaﬁive importance of various
elements of selected Extension program content and clientele. Chi
square was used to test the significance of the gssociations. The chi-

square values for all (126) statistically significant combinations of
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the independent and dependent variables are shown in Tables 57 through
182 in Appendix C. Association of independent variables with . dependent
variableé, including levels of significance for statistically signifi-
cant combinations, is summarized in Tables 21 through 38. All hypothe-

ses were partially rejected.
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CHAPTER V
SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS, AND IMPLICATIONS

The purpose of this chapter is to present the summary of the
findings, the conclusions, and implications of this study. This study
was concerned with the perceptions of county commissioners from
Florida's fifteen most rural and fifteen most urban counties as the per-
ceptions éelate to the relative importance of selected content and cli-

entele of Cooperative Extension Service programs.

Objectives of the Study

The overall purpose of this study was to explore and compare the

Y

_perception of county commissioners from Florida's most rural and most

urban counties concerning the relative imrortance of selected content
and clientele of Cooperative Extension Service programs, More specifi-
cally, the objectives of the study were:

1. To identify and compare selected personal and social characteris-
ticé of county commissioners from Florida's fifteen most rural
and fifteen most urban counties;

2. To determine the relative importance attributed to selected con-
tent and clientele of looperative Extension Serﬁice programs by
the county commissioners from the fifteen most rural and fifteen
most urban counties; and,

3. To determine the association between personal ‘and social

154
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characteristics of county commissioners from the Ffiftcen wost .ru--

ral and [ifteen most urhan counties and the relative importance
attributed to selected content and clientele of Cooperative

Extension Service programs.

Methodology

.

A questionnaire was used to collect data from county commission-

-

ers in thirty Florida counties. The counties were divided into two

groups, the fifteen most rural counties and the fifteén most urban coun-

ties according to the definition given in the 1970 Census of Population-

v

Florida. The queétionnaire coliectéd data about selected ﬁefsonal and
social characteristics of éhe county commissioners a; well as data.con-
cerning each county commissioner's perception of the relative importance
of sclected content and clientele of Cooperative Extension Service pro-
grams. Pefsonal data collected included:; tenure as a county comaission-
er, main occupation} highest level of formal education, ége,‘residential
background, extent of involvement in Extenéion programs énd/or activi-
ties, perceived economic value of agriculture to the county, and famil-
iarity with thé Extension Service.

The data to determine each commissioner's peréeptioﬁ of the rel-
ative .importance. of seréé;éé content and clientele of Extension programs
vare collected From responséé to 60 items on the queétionnaire, twenty
of which féiated'to>eqch.of tbe three major program areés--agriculture,
home economics, and 4-H (youth work). ‘

Frequency distributions and percentages were used to present the

various elements of the counlty commissioners' personal data as well as

the elements of perception by éounty commissioners from botl rural ‘and

\
\

.



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

156

urban countics. Rank order scores were used for comparison between ru-
ral and urban counties, using Spearman's rho for rank correiation. The
chi-square test was used to test the significance of association between
the independent and dependent variables., Statistical analysis was based
upon the .05 level of significance; however, all probability values for

chi square have been indicated in the tahles.

Findings

The first finding .f this study will be a description and com-~
gari;on of the county cdmmissionars relating to the eight personal and
social characteristics that made up the independent variables in this
stud&. Also included will be a statement of the hypothesis relating to
the personal and social characteristics of the commissioners with a
summary of the findings.

Next will be a statement of the hypothesié and a summary of the
findings relating to that part of the study having to do with a compara-
tive znalysis of rural and ufgggﬂcommissione:s concerning tbeir percep-
tion of the relative importance of selected content and clientele of
Cooperative Extension Service programs., | \

Finally, this will be followed by a staiement of the six hypoth-
eses relgting to the perception of copnfy commissioners from rural, ur-
ban, and rural and urban {total) c@unties concerning.the relative impor-

tance of selected content and clientele of Cooperative Extension Service

programs, with a summary of findings after each.

Personal and Social Characteristics

of County Commissioners

County commissioners from rural and urban counties showed very
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similar personal andjsqciéi,gharactéristids in some respects but were
very diffevent in othefs. The tyﬁidal county commissioner.from the ru-
rai couﬁtins involvéd‘in this study was between 46 and 60 years of age

'

with almost equal chances that he was serving his first, second; third,

- or more term as a county commissioner. He was probably engaged in farm-

ing or an agricultural related business as his main occupation and had

'Spent the most significant portion of his life on a farm or in a rural

area, He did not attend college. MHe felt very stfongly that agricul-
ture was very important to the economy offhis'couﬁty, had been directly
involved in Extension programs and/or activities, though not a lot, and

considered that he was familiar with the Cooperative Extension Service,
-'.,‘ .

though not very familiar. . ) - N

In contrast, the typical county commissioner from -the urban

counties involved in this'étudy was between 31.and 60 years of age and

- .
. . B

‘probably had Served as a county commissioner less than four years. He

was a non-agricultural™businessman or in a professional position and not

a_farmer. He spent tue most significant portion of his life in a town,

in contrast to a rural area or o1 u farm, and was probably a college

graduate. The commissioner from the urban county felt that agriculture

Ny .

was very important‘to the economy of the county though not as strongly

~as a commissioner from a rural county. He had been directly involved in

Extension programs. and/of-activities some,.thouéh not a lot, and there

was a good chanée hé had not been involved at all. Hé was ﬁamiliar with

the Cooperaﬁivé Extension Service, though not very familigr,
The.null’hypotheéis telating to this sectiop was: Thefe is no

significant difference belwcen the county.commissioners from the fifteen

s . B . N
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moskt rural counties and the county commissioners from the fifteen most:

.
-

urban counties concerning the following eight selected personal.and so-

.

cial characteristics: (1) number of years as a,commissioner (tenure), -~

(2) main occupation, (3) level of education, (4) age, (5) residential

background, (6) involvement in Extension programs and/or activities; (7)

perception of the economic value of agriculture to the county, and (8)

\

familiarity with the Cbgﬂerative Extension Service,

/This hypothesis_was partially fejeéted~in that there were sig-
nificant differences in four of ‘the eight pérsonal and social character-

istics of commissioners from rural and urban counties. The characteris-
. 4 B
tics xin which there were significant differences were: _ ’

[ L

Main Occupation: - Twenty-percent of the commissioners from rural
counties were non-agricultural husinessmen opposed to forty nine percent
of the commissioners from urban counties; twenty one percent of the ru-
. E ’ i ! .
.ral commissioners were engaged in an agricultural related business in

contrast to ten percent of the urban commissioners; forty percent of the
.rural commissioners were farmers in contrast to four percent-of—the ur-

ban commissioners; thirteen percent of the rural commissiouners held pro- =
g | . ‘ T
fessional positions compared to nineteen percent of the urban commission-

ers; and, seven percent of the rural

Fommissioners were engaged in
~. ! . ) . o -
"other'" main dccupations contrasted with eighteen percent of the ‘commis-

. .
' '

sioners from urban counties. T
Commissioners from rural and urban counties were. significantly

.different in their mairn occupations} This element of_thelnulluhypbth—:[-

esis was reiected at the, .01 level of significance.

Co . Leve. of Education: Thirty three peréent-of the commissioners
’ < . : e
. ’ . ’ '

, from rural counties did not graduate from high school in contrast to. .

Qo ‘ « ‘

o ' - "

L e
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three percent of the coﬂuissioners'from urban dountgés; thirtj eipht
percent'of the rural commissioners gréduated from high school but did
not gttend college compared to nineteen percent of the urban commission-
- ers; eighteen perqenﬁ of the rﬁral commissioners attended cgllege less
than four years 0ppo§éd to thirty six percent of the urban commissioners;
and, eleven percént‘of the rural édmmissioners attended  vollege four or
5 .
more &ears compared to forty two percent of thin urban commis. .oners. .—
6éﬁmiésioners from rural and urban counties were significantly

-different in the highest levél of formal cilucation completed, This ele-

ment .of the null hypothesis was rejected at the .01 level of’signifi-
N " ~ ‘. > ”———-_“—“.//‘-Zl/

Residential Background: Fifty four percent of the commissioners

ca’nce >
} .

_fromvruralécountieé spent Zhe mosEAéignifiCant portion of their life cn
‘a fafm compafed to nine percent qf the coﬁmissioners from urban counties;
thirty three percent of the rural coﬁmigsiqnérs had a rural non-farm
}fesidential bac:groﬁnd in contrast to thirveen pgrcenﬁ of the urban com-
missioners; eleven percent of the rural conmissioners spent-the most
significant portion of their 1ife,in’4 town of lb,OOO'persoﬁs or less
compared to nine percent of the urbéﬁ’commissionerﬁ; and, féf slightly
over 6ne ﬁefcgnt of'ﬁhe.rural coﬁmissioners their residenfial background
was a town Qith over I0,000'pergons contrasted w.th si#ty niﬁeﬂﬁercent

.iaé- of'the‘urban commissioners, ' o : | /

Conissioners from rural and urban éountigs were significanti&
differenf iﬁ‘their resideﬁtiél-ﬁackgféuﬁds; Thi;.eiement of the nuli

hypothesis was rejected at the ,01 level of significance.

Involvement in Extension Programs: Fifteen percent cf thc com-

missioners from rural counties had not been directly involvéd,in?

ERIC
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Extension programs and/Or activities compared to thirty percent of the

o de

uirban commissioners; sixly scven percent of the rural commissioners had
been involved in Fxtension programs some in contrast to forty four per-
cent of the urban commissioners; and, eighteen percent of the rural com- .

missioners had been involved "a lot" compared to twenty seven - 2rcent—of ———
P . i

the urban commissioners. : ' , o v

Commissioners from rural and urban counties were significantly
different in the extent of their involvement in Extension programs and/or
v | .
: : s f : -
activities. This element of the null hypothesis was rejected at the .02

level of significance.

There was no significant difference betweea commissioners from
‘rural counties and commissioners from urban'counties -concerniag the fol-.

lowing personal and social charactéristics: fenure as a county commis-

sioner, age, perceived economic value of agriculture to, the county, and
familiarity with the Cooperative Extension Service. Therefore, these

elements of the hull hypothesis could not bte rejected at the .05 .evel

‘of significance,
Relative Importance of Selected Content ' ' .

and Clientele of Extension Programs As
.. Perceived By County Commissioners l

A rank order distribution of Extension program content (subjects)
and ¢lientele (clientele groups) was used to compare and correlate rural

and urban county commissioners' perceptioﬁs'oflthe relative importance
of selected content and clientele., The rank orders were based on total

.
.

.~ 'scores which were obtained by multiplying the number of respondents se-
N . - i b

lecting a particular response on the questiounaire times the value as-
signed to the response. The Spearman rho test for rank correlation was

Q .
ERIC S R |
s K ' o
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used to test the signilicance of correlation.

.

The nuil hypothesis relating to this section was: There is no

association between the county conmissioners from the fifteen most rural

counties and the county cormissioners from the fifteen most urban coun-

ties concerning fheiﬁ;percéption of .the relative importance of selected-

content and clientele of Cooperative Extension Service programs in agri-

Culturelfhome'econOﬁics, and 4-1 (youth -work).
This hypuchesis was partially rejected in that there “rere sig-
nificant associations in tne pefceptions of rural and urban commission-

ers concerning the relative importance of all elements of the hypothe-

' sis except content of 4-H (youth work) programs. Those program areas
o ) : !
in which similar perceptions were held by commissioners from rural ‘and

J
urban counties were:

Agricultural Content: Commissioners from rural and urban coun-’

. !
ties were similar in théir perception of tie relative importance of the
}

ten selected agricultural subjects. This 2lement of thg null hypothesis

ﬁas'rejected“at,thé .01 level of significancé,

Home Economics Content: Commissioners from f&ralland urban
counties were’similaf in their pexrception of the reiative impdrtéﬁéé of
the ten selected home economicé‘subjects; ,This/elé“eptfof the null hy-.
- pothesis was rejectéd a;‘thé .001 1eve1'of significance.

Agricultural Clientele: .Commissioners from rural and urban

counties were sirilar in their percep’.ion of the relative importance of
the ten selected agricultural cliénteleAgroups. This element of the

‘null hypothesis was rejected at the ;001 level of significance.

Home Economics Clientele: Commissioners £rom rural and urban

v
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counties were similar in their perception of- the welative importance of
the ten selected home economics clienteale groups. . This element of the

null h§;1thesis was fejeptéd at the .001 level of significance.

ATH (Youth Work) Cliéntele: Comﬁissionérs.from rural and urban
counties were similar in their perceptﬁoq~of the relafive importance of-
the ten .selected &~ (youth-work) clientele groups. This eiement'of the
nnil hypathesis was rejected aﬁ the .Ul level of significance.

Commissioners from.ri:2' and urban counties did not refléct the

.similarity in perception of the ‘relative impcrtance of the ten selected

4-H (youth work) subjects that they did in the other elements of the

: ~ : SV L -
"hypothesis. This element of the null hypothesis could not be rejected

at the .05 level 6fléignificénce.

Association of Personal and Social ' .

Characteristics of County Commissioners
=0 With Their Perception of the Relative
Tmportance of Selected Content and
Clientele of Cooperative Extension
.+ Sexrvice Programs

The, purpose of this section.was to show the association between
eight personal and social characteristics (independent variables) of the

rural ‘and urban co%miséiohers énd‘theirfpérception of the relative impor-
fanée of selected'conteﬁt.and Elientelg df'Extensionlprogréms (dependent
variablé); The independent varfabléé wgréT; (l) number of years as a
county comﬁissioner (fenure) , (2) main ﬁccupatioﬁ, (3) level:of formal
educétion,‘(4) age, (5) residentiél backgrouﬁd, (6) iﬁvolvémen; in"
:ExtenSionjprogramsrand/or activities, (7)'perceived economic value of ’

agricuiture to the county,band (8) familiarity with the Extension

Service.

ERIC’ R S S R
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The association of the independei. and dependeﬁt'ﬁariableu was
analyzed using chi-square techniques. C' .~square values were comptted
from actual numerical frequencies. The six Lypotheses relating to this
section and a summary of Lheir r(indings follow.

There is no associaiion between eight selected personal and so-

cial characteristics of the county commissioncrs from the fifteen most

rural counties and their perception of the relative importance of se-

lected Extension program content.

This hypothesis was partially rejectéd in that fourteen of the
240 combinatidns of independent yariables énd the comm;ssibners‘ percep-
tion of selected Exrtension program cohteﬁt,were statistically signifi-
cant, There were ten signifidant associations relating to ag}icﬁltufé;

three significant associations relating to home economics, and one sig-

nificant association relating to 4-H (youih work).

i

There is no association between eight selected personal and so-

cial characteristics of the county conmissioners from the fiftzen most

urban countics and thHeir perception of the relative imggrtance‘of se~

lected' Extension programICOntent. v

This hypothesis was partially rejected in that_seventeen of the
246 combinations af independent variables and commissioners'vperception
of selected Exténsion program content were statistically significant.
There were nine sign;ficant associations relating to agriculture, three

relating to home economics, and five relating to 4~H (youth work).

There is no association between eight selected.personal and so-

cial characteristics of the couaty commissioners from the fifteen most

rural and the fifteen most urban counties and their perception of the

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

164 : -

relative importance of selected Extension program content,

This hypothesis was partially rejected in that thirty five of
tlie 240 combinations of independent variables and commissioners percep-
tion of selected Extension program content were statistically signifi-

cant. There were cighteen significant associations relating to agri-

culcure, nine to home economics, and eight to 4-H (youth work).

There is no asscziation between eight selected personal and so-

cial characteristics of the county commissioners from the fifiteen most

rural counties and their perception of ine relative importance of se-

lected Extension program clientele

This hypothicsis was partially rejected in that eleven of the
240 combinations of independent variables and commissioners' perception
of selected Extension program clientele were statistically significant.

There were seven significant associations relating to agriculture, two

relating to home econcmics, and two relating to &4-H (youth work).

There is no association between eight selected personal and so-

cial characteristics of the county commissioners frecm the fifteen most

urban counties and their perception of the relative importance of se-

lected kxtension program clientele,

This hypothesis was partially rejected in that ninetéen of the
240 combinations of independ nt variables and commissiomers' perception -
of selected Extenéion program clientele were statistically significant.
There were nineAsignificant associations relating to agriculture, two to

home economics, and eight to 4-H (youth work).

There is no association between eight selected personal and so-

cial charactevisitics of the county comhnissioners from the fifteen mdst

rural and the fifteen most urban counties and their perception of the
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relative importsuce of selected Extension rrogram clientele.

This btypotiwsic was partially rejected in that thirty of the

240 ~ombinations of independont variables and commissioners' perception

uf selected Extension program clientele were statistically significant.

There were fourteen significant associations relating to agriculture,

ten relating to home econcinics, and six relating to 4~H (youth work).

In total, there were 126 statistically si_,nificant associations

between independent and dependent varia.les out of a possible 1440

combinations.

Conclusions

The following conclusions are hased on the aﬁalyses and inter-

pretations of the data obtained in this study.

1. With few exceptioms, both rural and urban county commissioners

were highly suppértive of the Extension program content aﬁd cli-
entele ﬁith whiéh this study was concerned.: It is therefore con-,
cluded that the commissioners relate Extension programs to the
needs of society 2nd find them worthy of continued financial
support.

sased upon the dcgree to which the commissioneré from toth groups
expressed support for Extension program content and cliientele,

it appears ttuat the Cooperative Extension Service occupies a fa-
vorable image in the minds of the commissioneérs.

In so far as the 60 elements of Exténsion‘program content and
clientele in this study represent state and national program pri-°
orities, and in so far\aé the instrument used was sufficiently

sensitive to accurately measure the perception of county
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commissioners; it is concluded that state and national priorities
are generall& compatible with county prioriéies.

4, Even though a change in Extension philosophy in recent years,
and consequently a change in some Extension program priorities,
ﬁas metiwith Poth'favor and disfavor among the general public,
county éommissioners from both rural and urban counties favorably
accept.most current and proposed_Extension programs, as presented
in this study, which reflect present Exécnsion philosophy.

5. Although there were significant persopal and social differences
between the two conmissioner groups, there was not a polarization
of commissioners from rural counties toward traditional agricul-
tural or'rural.program content and clientele and commissioners
from urban counties toward non-traditional, more socially orien-
ted program content and clientele.

6. Commissioners from both rural and urban counties reflect a posi-
tive.concern-for both the économic impact of agriculture on the

county as well as environmental quality and ecological balance.

Implications
Although the conclusions drawn from this study are generally

favorable to the Cooperative Extension Service, the study suggests the

following implications for the Extension Service:

1. As the county commissioners from rural and urban counties differ

considerably in certain personal and social characteristics, and

as such differehces can influence their perception, Extension
administrators, supervisors, and agents should seriously consider
the personal and social differences of commissioners in their

Q
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working relationship; It seems logical to assume that such con-
sideratioﬁ should create better understanding and strengthen the
organization's effectiveness.
In that the commissioners. from bothlrural and urban counfies
strongly éupport agriculturé; the Extens;ppAService should con-
tinue to plan and implement sound educational programs in Egri—
culture. As a majority of commissioners from both groups felt
that agriculture was very important to the economy of the county,

N

it would seem that the Extension Service has a responsibility to

help keep agriculture economically strong in the counties.

Since many of the commissioners who perceived the economic vélue
of agfidulture to the county gs'very iﬁportant also perdeived
many of the-éther elements of_Extension program content ;nd cli-
entele to be important or very important, it would appear benefi-
cial to the Extension Service to create in the minds of all com-
missioners an awareness of and appreciation for the economic im-
pact of agriculture on the county. Commissioners should also be
apprised of Extension's educational role in the area of agricul-
ture, |

Since a significant number of county commissioners have névér
been involved in Extension p;égramé and are not familiar with the
Extension Service, Extension needs to take positiﬁe steps to not
only familiarize but actually involve county commissioners in its
educational programs and activities. Also, a system of continu-
ous effective communication should be initiated where such does
not presently exist,

In viéw of the high correlation (with the -exception of 4-H
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subject matter) between rural and urban commissioners concerning

the relative importance of Extension program content and clien-

tele, the Extension Service should find suppori for developing

and implementing many programs ”acrpss the board" regardless of
the rural-urban orientation of couﬁties.

In view of the rural and urban commisgioners’ differences of
opinion concerning 4-H (youth work) subject matter,.the Extension

Service should provide 4-1 work in broad areas of interest for

young people in contrast to the traditional agricultural a h

home economics areas only.

County Extension directors, county home'ecdﬁomiés'ageﬁts, and
district supervisors should re-evaluate efforts expended in the
home economics subject matter areas of ”culturél arts," "renova-
tion of furniture,” and '"use of leisure time" in view of the low
priority given thege subjects by the commissioners from both-ru-
ral and urban counties.

- L .
County Extension directors, home economics agents, 4-H coordina=
tofs, and district sppervisorslshould re-evaluate efforts ex-
pended with "urban and city" and ''upper income'" youth and home
economics clientele in view of the lower priority given tﬁese
groups by both rural and urban commissioners.

County Extension direct;rs,—county agricuibural agents; and
district supervisérs should analyze the amount of time and ef-
fort expended for large commercial farmers and hobby farmers in

view of the lower priority given these groups in relation to the

average size family farmer.
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Generally, Extensicn agents in the counties can feel reasonably
secure in the knowledge: that thé county commissioners support
Extension's efforts toward fulfilling the needs of society.
Such support should not be taken for granted, however, and
Extension agents should cbntinue to inyolfe local advisory com-
mittees in the development and implementatiéﬁ‘of Extension pré-
grams in an effort to continue to meet tﬁe needs of society and
merit the support of county comnmissicners.
County Extension staffs should be made aware of commissiéners'

percepqipns of Extension program conitent and clientele so they

" will be in a positior to anticipate commissioner reaction to

‘programs‘proposed by clientele groups. An understanding of com-

missioners' perceptions should put Extension agents in a more
favorable position‘for giving leadership to the resolution of
conflicting percepltual wvalues between commissioneré and clien-
tele groups.

The conclusions and implications drawvm from the data of this

o

study relate only to the counties involved in the study. No generaliza-

tion to other counties is specified or implied.
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2002 McCarty Hall
University of Florida
Gainesville, Florida

Dear Mr. Commissioner:

The Cooperative Extension Scrvice is a cooperative Federal-State-
County agency. We who work with County Extension Agents throughout the
State of Florida are most appreciative of the very fine support County
Commissioners give to Extension's effort to help people in FFlorida help
themselves through educational programs.

Because the Extension Service is your business as well as ours, I
am conducting a study to determine your opinions concerning selected
subject matter and clientele (groups with whom Extension works) of
Extension programs. I will be most appreciative of your cooperation in
the study.

A questiomnaire is attached which should take only a few minutes to
complete. I am hopeful that you will treat it seriously and give me the
benefit of your very frank feelings about the items listed in the
questionnaire,

Here are the instructions:

Please read each item carefully.

Pleasc select only one answer per item.

Please answer every item. .

. When completed, please place the questionnaire in the at-
tached envelope, seal it so it will be confidential, and
return it to the person handling the survey in your county.

5. Please take time to complete and return the questionnaire

now rather than taking it home to return-later.

a

PN

Your interest and cooperation are deeply appreciated.
Yours very truly,
Earl M. Kelly
District Agent

Florida Cooperative Extension
Service

172
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I QUESTTONNAIRE

(5) 1. How idhg han-you sgrvéd as a couﬁty commissioner? (Check_one)
.a. lesé-thqn 4 &eérs
_f b. between 4 and 8_yegrs-
c. ovEr 8 yeéfﬂ_

(6) 2. What is your main occunation?’ (Cheék or write in the one which
: you consider your main occupation) ‘ ’

a. businessman (non-agricultural)

b. - businessman (agricultural rélaged)
co ‘ farmer

d. = . professional

T e, other (specify)

(7) 3. What wa; £helhighest level you_éompleted in séhool? (Check oﬁe)
a. .- less than high schobl . o
b.;;;__;_;pighléchool,lbut no college
e édmé.college, but less than four years
d. 4 four &éars or more oflcollége |

(é) 4. To which of thevfollqwing.agé gréups do you belong?"(Cﬁeck one)

| a. ;O years pf ybunger | | |
r——~;—~»~ﬁ b, 31-to 45 years

c. - 46 to 60 years

d.__ 61 years or older

173
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(9 5} In vhat situation have you sﬁént‘thc most significant portion
of your li?é?. (Check only one) ] :
a. . on a farm | o \
b. .: rural, but not on a farm
e, town up to 10,000 persons
—_— Y _
S d. - town over 10,000 persons
(10) 6. To what éxtgnt have yqﬁ béen directly involved in Cooperative
_ Extension Service programs and/or activities? . (Check one)
va; nongx.
b, some

c. a lot

(1) 7. In your'0pinion, which of tﬁéﬁfollowing_bgsﬁ describes the
economic value of:agriculture to your county? (Check one)

a. : éfliittie importaﬁpe

b.. B important

c. | very irportant
'(12) 8. Which of thé'fﬁllowing bést describeéiyéurifamiliarity with the
- Cooperative Ertension Service? (ChﬁQKZOne)

a.- :not véry familiar .

b. ' faﬁiliaﬁ.

c. very familiar

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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. BORICULTURAL SUBJECTS

~ The Extemsion Service.conducts educational programs concerning many dif-
ferent subjects in agriculture. Please circle the VX' which best des-
. cribes the relative importance you place on each agricultural subject

listed below. ~ o \
"~ -{(Please answCr;éach item)
’ ’ not )
: very . : oovery
Unimpt. . iImpt. . neutral impt, . impk.
(13) 1. Production of
© .agricultural o 51.,_—%“L -
ProductS..eeseeseon X X X X ¥,
~(14) 2. Processing of *
agricultural ! : , :
products....o.}.... X X X . X X
(15) 3.'ﬁarketing of -
: agricultural -
ProdUCES .. sveviesns X X X X X
(16) 4. Farm businéss . - A _
: management, cocoee 0. X . X - X X X
.(17) 5. Lawns, plants, and’ - : S : .
trees in the yard... X X X - ¥ X
, (18) 6. Agricultural labor :
\ relations..vveveee. X . X X X - X
(19) 7. Management of :
timberiands........ X = X X X X
(20) 8. Public affairs
education:’
{(understanding , _ .
~public issues)..... X - X X X X
(21) 9. Land use plannizng
. (includes county- : _ . :
wide development). X X, X X X

(22) 10. Proper use and
o -conservation cf . . ,
natural resources.. X . | X - X X X
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HOME ECONOMICS SUBJECTS

“The Extension Service conducts educational programs concerning many dif-
ferent subjects in home economics. Please circle the "X" which best Jes-
cribes the relative importance .you place on each home economics subject -
listed -below. ' ‘ ‘

(Please answer cach item)

not
very very
wunimpt,  impt. neutral impt.. impt.
{23) 1. Clothing _ ‘
: constructions...... X . X X x X
24y 2. Renovating, : . : C
furniture.......v.v X X - X X X
(25) 3. Foods and n@@rition X X X , X - X
(26) 4. Cultural arts
' (understanding and
appreciation for _
- music, art, etc.)., X X X . X X
(27) 5. Leadership _ o .
' developmenti,..;.;h_'ix jl: - : X 0 X X X
'(28) 6. Use of leisure _ S
time---.-en....'a.. X ’ X . X \ ! X X
1 (29) 7. Consumer education, X X ) X . X X
(30) 8. Family life oL o
‘ education........... X - X X X X
(31) 9. Job préparation ’
C 4 - (developing the o
' basic skills to
apply for and . _ .
hold a2 job)........ X o X X X X
© (32) 10. Efficient use of ,
- food stamps........ X X X X X
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4% (YOUTH WORK) SUBJEGTS
The Exter.'ion Swvrvice conducts edudatibnai programs concerning many dyf-f
ferent subjects in &-1 (youth we.k).  Please circle the "X" which best
describes the relative importance you place on each 4-H (youth work)
‘subject listed below. : ' :

(Pleasc-answer each item) ..

not
. ‘ very ) T wvery
© . unimpt., ©  impt. neutral  impt.  impt.
. €33) 1. Homemaking skilis.. :
‘(girls).....f:;,... X, , X ‘ X -~ X X
(34 2, Agricultural skills : .
GO R & X - X . X X
(35) 3. Commuﬁity - , : . :
development........ X X X X X
(36) 4, Understanding and
: .improving the _ : ‘ _
envirooment,....... X. X X X X
'(37)_ 5.- Understanding ;L}‘ )
. public issues - - S
(public affairs)..,, X . X X X X
(38) 6. Understanding C ) K
économics and the-
American business L N ‘
 SyStemM....eseessass X X "X X © X
(39) 7. Career exploration, X . X . X . lX X
| (40). 8. Health education,.. X . 'X . "X X . X
(41) 9. Personal . - . : \
development........ X X X X X
(42) 10. Fodd-nutrition..... --K ° X X X7 X
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ACRICULTURAL, GROUPS

The Extension Service works with many different groups of pcople,
Pleasé circle the-"X" which best describes the relative 1mp01Luncc you -~
place on each abrlgultulal group listed below. i

(Please answer. each item)

not ‘ . ‘ o
. very : : . very
unimpt. impt. ' -neutral dimpt.  impt
(43) . 1. Large commercial - .
farmers (producers) X _ X X X X
(44) 2. Average size:
'famlly farmers..... X X X X X
(45) 3. Small subsistence
(low income) _
- farmerso.iiieave.ae X X _ X X X
(46)-_4. Part-time farmers .
(operator works off
farm more than 100 .
days.per year)..,... X X X ’ X X
(47) 5. Hobby farmers...... X X X X . X
(48) 6. Agribusiness firms
i (supply and/or’ — . .
’ se1v1ce agriculture) X "X X X X
D9y 7. Agricultural o } s . &
© -commodity ) - '
- organizations (such
“as Cattleman's . _ { R
Ass001at10n, etc, ) X X X X X
~(50) 8.‘Homeowners..z..;... X X X A R ¢
(51) 9. Local (domestic) R o .
- farm laborers..:..... X : X X .. X - X

(52) 10. Migrant famm _ 3 | S
. 1ab0rérs..-_-.'....'. X X X X X
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HOME ECONOMICS GROUPS

- The Extension Service works with many different groups of people.
Please circle the "X'" which best describes the relative importance you
place on each home cconomics group listed below.

(Please answer ecach item)

T | ot -
e _ . very _ _ very
unimpt . impt. neutral “impt.  impt.
(53) 1. Farm homemakers : o
: (live on the farm)., X . X X : X - X
- (34) . 2. Rural non-farm
. homemakers (live
in rural areas but , . , S
not on a farm)..,.. X -. - X~ X X "X
(55) 3. Small'towﬁ'and
- village homemakers, = X o X X X X
(56) 4. Urban and city : . _
' homemakers.,...v.euse X X X X X
{57) 5. Low income . ' o ‘
~ homemakers,........ X =~ X X X X
(58) 6. Middle income - . . : .
' homemakers..o.ov... - X. . X X X X
(59) 7; Upper income ‘ . ‘ :

_ --homEmakerso..f..... X . X X . X X
(60) 8. Senior citizens,.., X X X X X
(61) 9. Young married

.~ women (under 30 o - :
years of age)....e.: X . X X X X

(62) 10. Homemakers from ? ‘ -
' minority groups.... X . X X ' X. X

>
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B o 4 -1 (XOTLH“WORK) GROUPS

i

The E\Lenqlon Service works \1Lh many different groups of people.
Please circle the "X" which best describes the relative importance )ou
place on each 4-1 (youth work) group listed below. : '

(Please answer each item).

not. .
| very - very
unimpt. = impt. = neutwal impt. = impL,
.(63) 1. Farm youth (live : , '
' on the farm)......, X X X - X X
(64) 2. Rural non~farm
- youth (live in
rural areas but not . :
"ona farm)..eiee... X X X X X
(65)a 3.-Sma}1 town and B _ B - _
village. youth.,..... X. : X . X X X
(66) 4. Urban and city _ _ )
T youth,eeeeeveeeennn X X, X X X .
(67) 5. Youth from low o
income families.... X X X X X
(68) 6. Youth Erom middle » »
o income. families,...” X = . .-X = X .. X X
(69) 7. Youth from upper . ,
income families,... X x0T X X X
- (70) . 8. Youth from . o
minority groups.... X . X - X X - X
o I : ' . s |
- (71 9;,A11 youth between
R 9 and 19 years of
age (official 4~H _
N ..Club age_li@its)..;-. X . X X X X
(72) 10. A1l youth between -
' 7 and 19 years of
age (adds 7 and 8 i
‘year olds to offi-
cial 4-H Club age ' -
Limits) oveieneennes X X X 'X"” X

+ To make sure all districts in selected countles are represented in this
study, please check the district you represent: #1__ #2 . #3  #4
#5___, other__ , (please specify ).
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PERCEPTIONS OF RURAL AND URBAN COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
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TABLE 57.--Association between the economic value of agriculture to the
county as perceived by the comnissioners from rural counties and their
perception of the agricultural subject "production of agricultural
products"

Percegﬁioﬁ of Relative Importance

Economic value Less Than .

of Agriculture Very Important Very Important , Total

to County N % N % N pA

Of little importance

te important 9 50.0 9 50.0 18 100.0

Very important 7 13.0 47  .87.0 5¢, 100.0
Total 16 22.2 56 77.8 72 100.0

x2 = 8.679 d.f. =1 Significant at .01 level

TABLE 58,--Association bnatween the economic value of agriculture to the
county as perceived by the commissioners from rural counties and their
perception of the agricultural subject "marketing of agricultural
products"

Perception of Relative Importance

Economic Value Less Than .

of Agriculture Very Important Very Important Total

to County N % © N . % N %

0f little importance

to important : 9 50.0 9 50.0 18 100.0

Very important 11 20.4 43 79.6 54 100.0
Total : 20 27.8 52 72.2 72 100.0

%% = 4.523  d.f. = 1  Significant at .05 level
' 201
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TABLE 59.--Association between the main occupation of the commissionecrs
from rural counties and theix perception of the agiicultural subject
"management of timberlands"

Perception of Relative Importance

Less Than

] Very Important Very Important Total
Main Occupation N % N % N %
Businessman, non- -
agricultural _ 13 92.9 1 7.1 14 100.0
Farmer, businessman - .
agricultural related 25 56.8 19 43.2 44 100.0
Professional and other 10 71.4 L 28.6 14  100.0

Total _ 48 66.7 24 33.3 72 100.0

%% =6.385 d.f. =2  Significant at .05 level

TABLE 60.--Association between the age.of the commissioners from rural
counties and their perception of the agricultural subject "production
of agricultural products"

Percgption of Relative Importance

Less Than

' Very Impcrtant Very Important ~ Total
Age N % N % N %
45 years and under 9  40.9 13 59.1 22 100.0
Over 45 years 7 14.0 43 86.0 50 100.0
Total 16 22.2 56 77.8 72 100.0

X% = 4.938  d.f.

1l

1 Significant at .05 level
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TABLE 61l.--Association between the tenure of the commissioners from ru-
ral counties and their perception of the agricultural subJect "manage-
ment of tlmberlands"

Perception of Relative Importance

Less Than :
Very Important Very Important Total

Tenure N % N % N A
Less than & years 22 91.7 2 8.3 24 100.0
Between 4 and 8 years - 14 . 51.9 13 48.1 27 100.0
Over 8 years 12°  57.1 "9 42,9 21 100.0

Total 48  66.7 24 33.3 72 100.0

x? = 10.274  d.E. =2  Significant at .0l level

TABIE 62.--Association between the tenure of the commissioners. from ru-
ral counties and their perception of the agricultural subject "land use
planning'

Perception of Relative Importance

' Less Than
Very Important Very Important Total
Tenure N % N % N %
Less than 4 years 16 66.7 8 33.3 24 100.0
Between 4 and 8 years 7 25.9 20 74.1 27 100.0
Over 8 years 12 57.1 9 42,9 21 100.0
Total ' 35 48.6 37 51.4 72 100.0

= 9.306 d.f.

2 Significant at .0l level
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TABLE 63.--Association between the -age of the commissioners [rom rural
countics and their perception of the agricultural subject ''lawns,  plants,
and treces in the vard"

Perception of Relative Importance

Neutral : Impbrtant And

And Less Very Important Total
Age ‘ N % N % N %
45 years and under 12 54.5 10 45.5 22 100.0
Over 45 years 13 26.0 37 74.0 50 100.0
Total 25 34,7 47  65.3 72 100.0

]
=

X2 = 4.305  d.f. Significant at .05 level

TABIE 64.--Associatior between the age of the commissioners from rural
counties and their perception of the agricultural subject "management
of timberlands" ’

Perception of Relative Importance

Less Than _ :
Very Important Very Important '~ Total
Age , N % N % N %
45 years and under 19 86.4 3 13.6 22 100.0
Over 45 years 29 58.0 21 42.0 50 100.0
Total 438 66.7 24 33.3 72 100.0

X2 = 4,328  d.f. =1  Significant at .05 level
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TABLE 65.--Association betwcen the residential background of the commis-
sioners from rural counties and their perception of the agricultural
subject "lawns, plants, and trees in the yard"

Perception of Relative Importance

Neutral- Important And

Residential And Less Very Iwmportant Total
Background N % N % N %
Farm and rural non-farm 25  39.7 38 60.3 63 100.0
‘Town 0 .00.0 9 100.0 3 100.0
Total 25 34,7 47 65.3 72 100.0

x%2 = 3.860  d.f.

1 Significant at .05 level

TABLE 66.--Association between the residential background on the comnis-
sioners from rural counties and their perception of the agricultural
subject "proper use and conservation of natural resources'

Perception of Relative Importance '’

Tess Than

Residential ) Very Tmportant Very Important Total
Background N % N % N %
Farm and rural non-farm 30 47.6 33 52.4 63 100.0
Town 0  00.0 9 100.0 9  100.0
Total ' " 30 41,7 42 58.3 72 100.0

x? =5.518 d.f. =1 Significant at .02 level
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TABLE 67.--Association between the familiarity of the commissioners

from urban counties with the Coogperative Extension Service and their

pexrception of the agricultural subject "production of agriculiural
products"

Perception of Relative Importance

Familiarity With Less Than .

Cooperative " Very Important Very Important Total

Extension Service N % N % N %

Not very familiar 15 75.0 5 25.0 20 100.0

Familiar 16 40.0 24 60.0 40 100.0

Very familiar » 5 27.8 13 72.2 18 100.0
Total 36 46.2 42 53,8 78  100.0
X2 = 9,752 d.£. = 2 Significant at .0l level

TABLE 68.--Association between the main occupation of the commissioners
from rural and urban counties and theilr perception of the agricultural
subject 'production of agricultural procducts"

Perception of Relative Importance

Less Than

Very Important Very Important Total

Main Occupation . N % N % N %
Businessman, non- :
agricultural 23 44,2 29 55.8 5% 100.0
Farmer, businessman :
agricultural related 12 21.8 43 78.2 55 100.0
Professional and other 17 39.5 26 60.5 43 100.0

Total 52 34.7 98 65.3 150 100.0

%% = 6.559  d.f. = 2 Significant at .05 level
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TABLE 72.--Association between the level of education of the commission-
ers from urban counties and their perception of the agricultural subject
‘ "marketing of agricultural products"

Perception of Relative Importance

Less Than ;

 Level of - Very Important Very Important Total
Education : N % N . % N %
High school or less 3 17.6 14 82.4 17 100.0
College © 30 49.2 31 - 50.8 61  100.0

Total 33 423 45 57,7 78 100.0

%% = 4.201  d.f. =1  Significant at .05 level

U

TABLE 73.--Association between the economic value of agriculture to the

county as perceived by the commissioners from urban counties and their

perception of the agricultural subject "proper use and conservation of
natural resources" '

Perception of Relative Importance

Economic Value . Less Than

of Agriculture ' Very Important Very Imp0rtaﬁt, . Total

to County N % . N % N %

Of little importance '

to important 11 35.5 20 64.5 31 100.0

Very important 4 8.5 43 - 91.5 47 106.0
Total 18 19.2 63 80.8 78 100.0

U
'—l

x2 = 7.099 d.f. Significant at .01l level
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TABLE 84.--Association between the main occupation of the commissioners
from rural and urban counties and their perception of the agricultural
subject 'marketing of agricultural products"

Perception of Relative Importance

Less Than

Very Important Very Important Total

Main Occupation N . % N % N %
Businessman, non-
agricultural 24 46.2 28 53.8 52 100.0
Farmer, businessmau
agricultural related 13 23.6 42 76.4 55 100.0
Professional and other 16 37.2 27 62.8 43 100.0

Total 53 .35.3 97 64.7 150  100.0

x% = 6.024  d.f. =2  Significant at .05 level

TABLE 85.--Association between the main occupation of the commissioners
from rural and urban counties and their perception of the agricultural
subject '"proper use and conservation of natural resources'

Perception of Relative Importance

Less Than

Very Important Very Important Total
Main Occupation N A N % N yA
Businessman, non~
agricultural 10 19.2 42 80.8 . 52 100.0
Farmer, businessman
agricultural related 26 47.3 29 52.7 55 160.0
Professional and other . 9 20.9 34 79.1 43 100.0

Total 45 . 30.0 105 70.0 150  100.0

X* = 12.370 d.f. = 2 Significant at .01 level
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TABLE 92.-~Association between the level of education of the commission-
ers from rural and urban counties and-their perception of the agricul-
tural subject "proper use and conservation of natural resources'

Perception of Relative Importance

( "~ Less Than -

Level of. ' - Very Important Véry Important . Total
Education o N - % N % N %
High school or less ‘ 27 39.7 ' T4 60.3 - 68 100.0
College . .18 21.9 64 78.1 82  100.0
Total . 45 30,0 - 105  70.0 150  100.0

x2 = 4,767 d.f. =1  Significant.at .05 level -

-~

TABLE 9.--Association between the residential background of the commis-
sioners from- 'rural and urban counties and their perception of ‘the agri-
cultural subject "proper use and conservation of natural resources'.:

Perception of Relative Importance

: . Less Than . S
~Residential -~ - Very Important Very Important Total
Background N % N o N %
Farm and rural non-farm 33 C41.3 47 - 58.7 " 80 100.0
Town : 12 17.1 58 82,9 70 100.0
Total - 45 . 30,0 105 70.0 150  100.0

-XZ = 9,216 d.f. =1 Significant at .01 level
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TABLE 94.--Association between the wmain occupation of the commissioners
from rural counties and their perception of the home economics subject
"leadership development"

Perception .of, Relative Importance

Less Than

Very Important Very Important Total
Main Occupation N % N % N /A
Businessman, non-
agricultural ' 1l 78.6 3 21.4 14 100.0
Farmer, businessman
agricultural related 28 63.6 16 36.4 44 100.0
Professional and other 4 28.6 10 71.4 14 - 100.0

Total 43 59.7 29 40.3 72 100.0

x% = 7.99 d.f. =2 Significant at .02 level

TABLE 95.--Association between the residential background of the commis-
sioners from rural counties and their perception of the home economics
subject "job preparation"

Perception of Relative Importance

. Less Than
. Residential Very Important Very Important Total
Background N % - N % N %
Farm and rural non-farm  ~ 37 58.7 26 41.3 63 100.0
Town 1 11.1 8 88.9 9 100.0
Total 38 52.8 34 47.2 72 100.0

li
‘—l

X% =5.382  d.f. Significant at .05 level
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TABLE 109.--Association between the cconomic value of agriculture to the

county as perceived by the commissioners from urban counties and their

perception of the 4-H (youth work) subject "understanding and improving
the eénvironment"

Perception of Relative Importance

Economic Value Less Than

of Agriculture -+~ -Very Important Very Important _ . Total

to County N % N % N %

Of little importance

to important 20 64.5 11 35.5 . 31 160.0

Very important - 14 0 29.8 33 70.2 - 47 100.0
Total 3t 43.6 - 4h . 56.4° 78 100.0
X2 = 7.804 - d.f. =1 ~ Significant aﬁ'.Ol level:

TABLE 110.--Association between the economic value of agrlculture to the -
county as perceived by the commissioners from urban counties and their
perception of the 4-H.(youth work) subject “understanding public issues"

Perception of Relative Importance .

Economic Value : Less Than

of Agriculture Very TImportant Very Importanf . Total

to County - ' N % N % N %

0f little importance

to impovtant o 21 67.7 10 32.3 - 31  100.0
Very important 18 38.3 29  61.7 47 100.0
Total 39 50.0 39  50.0 78 100.0

2=5.353 . d.f. =1 Significant »% .05 level
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TABLE 120.--Association between the ievel of education of the commis-
sioners from rural counties and their perception of the agricultural
group ‘'part-time farmers"

Perception of Relative Importance

) : : : Important
T Neutral ' And ,
Level of o - And Less Very Importarit Total
Education N % N R A N %
High school or less % 27.5 37 72.5 51  100.0
College - 12 S7.1 - 9 42.9 21 '100.0

Total 126 36.1 46 63.9 - 72 100.0

= 4.470  d.f. =1  Significant at .05 level

" ‘TABI® 121. —-Assoc1atlon petween the economlc value of agr:cultuxe to the

county as perceivad by the commissioners from rural counties and their
_perceptic:: nf the agricultural group "migrant farm laborers"

A

Perception of Relative Importance

. , v _ Important .
Economic Value Neutral- " And '
of Agriculture And Less Very Important Total
to County , N % N % N %
Of little importance : e S
- to important 8 4L .4 10 55.6 18 . 100.0
Very important - 40  74.1 14 25,9 54 100.0
. "
Total - - ' 48 = 66,7 - 24 33,3 72 100.0

2 _4.083  d.f.

1 Signifieant at .05 level
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TABLE 127.--Association belween the invelvement of comaissioncrs. from

urban counties in Cooperative T ension Service programs and/or dctivi-

ties and their perception of th: agricultural group "agricultural com-
modity rnroanizations" '

Pexception of Relative Importance

Less Than

Very Important Very Important Total
Involvement N % N yA N %
None ' 20 8&.9 3 13.1 23 100.0
Some 29 85.3 5 14.7 34 100.0
A lot e 11 52.4 10 47.6

;21 100.0

Total ' 60 76.9 18 23.1 72 100.0

X = 9,772 d.E. = 2 Significant at .0l level

TABLE .28.--Association between the familiarity of the commissioners
from urban couiities with the Cooperative Extension Sexvice and their
perception |of the agricultural group "small subsistence farmers"

L T
it : R —

Perception of Relative Importance

Familiarity with Less Than

Cooperative Very Important Very Important Total
Extension Service N % N % N %
Not very familiar 8 | 40.0 12 60.0 . 20 100.0
Familiar o 31 77.5 5 22.5 40 100.0
Very familiar . 10 55.6 8 44 .4 - 18 100.0
Total ' 49  62.8 29 37.2 78 100.0

X% = 3,557  d.f. = 2 Significant at .02 level
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TABLE 161. --ASbOClaL]OH beLween the involvement of commissioners from
~urban counties in- Cooperalee Extension-Service programs - and/or activi-
ties and their perception of the 4-H (youth work) group:"farm youth"

_Perception of Relative Importance

- Less Than ,

. Very TImportant Very Important Total
Involvement N % N % N %
‘Nome . 13 56.5 10  43.5 23 100.0
SSome T e T35 9 T 260s 3% 100.0
A lot - o &  38.1 13 61.9 21 100.0

. Total : 46 59.0 32 41.0 78 100.0

= 6.818 d.f. = 2  Significant at .05 level

TABLE 162.~-Association between the involvement of commissioners Ffrom
urban counties in Cooperative Extension Service programs and/or activi-

 ties and their perception of the 4-H (youth work) group a1l youth De-
. tween 9 and 19 years of age"

e Perception of Relative Importance

Less Than
Very Important Very Important - Total
Involvement - N % N % N %
None | = 18 78.3 5. 21.7 23 100.0
Some : 19 55.9 15 44,1 34 100.0
A lot | 8 38.1 13 61.9 21 100.0

Total 45 57,7 33 42.3 78 100.0

X2 =7.33  d.f. =2  Significant at .05 level
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TABLE 166.--Association between the involvement of commissioners from

urban counties in Cobpclative Extension Service programs and/or activi-

ties and their pelceptlon of the 4-H (youth work) group "all youth be-
: ' tweel 7 and 19 years of. age"

R

]

Perception of Relative Importance

Less Than :
Very Important Very Important Total

‘Involvement N % N % N o
Norie o 19  82.6 .. 4 17.4 23 100.0
some 21 61.8, 13 38.2 34 100.0
Alot - . 9 42.9 12 57.1 21 100.0
. Total | 49 62.8 29 37.2 78 100.0

= 7,455 d.f. = 2 Significant at .05 level

TABLE 167.--~Association between the familiarity of the commissioners
from urban counties with the Cooperative Extension Service and their
perception of the 4-H (youth work) group "small town and village youth"

Perception of Relative Importance

) Important
Familiarity With Neutral - | And
'~ Cooperative ' And Less Very Important Total

Extension Service "N % N % N %
Not very familiar 9 45.0 11 55.0 20 100.0
Familiar 7 11 33 82.5 40 100.0
Very familiar 3  16.7 . 15 83.3 18  100.0

~Total 19 24 .4 .59 75.6 78 100.0

X% = 6.224  d.f. =2  Significant at .05 level:
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TABLE 174.--Associition between the tenure of the commissioners from ur-
ban counties and their perception of the home cconomics subject ''cloth-
ing construction'

Perception of Relative Importance

Important
Neutral And
And Less Very Important . Total
Tenure N % N % N pA
Less than 4 .years 20 48.8 - 21 51.2 41 100.0
Between 4 and 8 years 10  47.6 11 52.4 21 100.0
Over 8 years 2 12.5 14 87.5 16 100.0

Total- 32 41.0 46 59.0 78 100.0

X% < 6.778  d.f. = 2 ° Significant at .05 level

TABLE 175.--Association between the familiarity of the commissioners

from urban counties with the Cooperative Extension Service and their

perception of the 4-H (youth work) group "all youth between 9 and 19
) ' years of age'

Perception of Relative Importance

Familiarity With g Less Than :
Cooperative Very Important Very Important Total
Extension Service N % N % N %
Not very familiar 16 80.0 4 20.0 20 100.0
Familiar 22 55.0 18 45.0 40 100.0
Very familiar _ 7 38.9 11 61.1 18 100.0

Total ' 45  57.7 33 42.3 78 100.0

o X% = 6.804 d.E. =2  gignificant at .05 level
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TABLE 176.--Aisociation between the familiarity of the commissioners
.. from urban counties with the Cooperative Lxtension Service and their
perception of the home economics. group "urban. and city homemakers"

"~

: : Perception of Relative Importance

» Important
Familiarity With Neutral And :
Cooperative . © And less Very Important Total:
Extension Service N % N % N %
Not very familiar : 12 60.0 8 40.0 20  100.0
Familiar 12 30.0 .28  70.0 40 160.0
Very familiar T 10 55.6 8 4k 18 - 100.0

Total N 34 43.6 4b - 56.4 78 100.0

Hi

X% =6.243  d.f. =2  Significant at .05 level

TABLE 177.--Association between the tenure of the commissioners from ur-
ban counties and their perception. of the home economics group "low in-
come homemakers'

Perception of Relative Importance

Less Than _
Very Important Very Important Total
Tenure N % N % N %
Less than &4 years 30 73.2 11 26.8 41 100.0
Between 4 and 8 years 18 85.7 3 14.3 21 100.0
Over 8 years : 7 43.8 9 56.2 16  .100.0
Total 55 70.5 - 23 ©  29.5 78 100.0

%% = 7.985  d.f.'= 2  Significant at .02 level
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TABLE 178.--Association between the main occupation of the commission-
ers from rural counties and their perception of rhe 4-H (youth work)
subject "understanding economics and the American business systcm™

Perception of Relative Importance

Less Than

Very Important Very Twportant Total

Main Occupation N % N YA N %
Businessman non-
agricultural 11 78.6 3 21.4 14 100.0
Farmer, businessman
agricultural related 27 6l.4 17 38.6 44 100.0
Professional and other 4 28.6 1c 71.4 14 100.0

Total ‘ 42 58.3 30 41,7 72 100.0

X2 = 7.627 d.f. = 2 Significant at .05 level

TABLE 179.--Association between the economic value of agriculture to the
county as perceived by the commnissioners from urban counties and their
perception of the 4-H (youth work) subject '"health education"

Perceotion of Relative Importance

Economic Value Less Than

of Agriculture Very Important Very Important Total

to County N % N % N %

O0f little importance

to important | 18 61.3 12 38.7 31 100.0
Very important 16 34.0 31 66.0 47  100.0
Total 35 44,9 . 43 55.1 78 100.0

X2 = 4,559 d.f. = 1 Significant at .05 level
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TABLE 180.--Association between the main occupation of the commission-
ers from rural counties and their perception of the agricultural group
"part-time farmers"

Perception of Relative Tmportance

Important

Neutral And

And Less Very Important Total
Main Occupation N % N % N %
Businessman non-
agricultural 6 42.9 8 57.1 14 100.0
Farmer, businessman
agricultural related 11 25.0 33 75.0 44 100.0
Professional and other 9 64.3 5 35.7 14  100.0

Total o 26 36,1 46 63.9 72 100.0

X% = 7.448  d.f. = 2  Significant at .05 level

’

TABLE 181.--Association between the familiarity of the commissioners
from urban counties with the Cooperative Extension Service and their

‘perception of the agricultural group '"agricultural commodity organiza-

tions"

Perception of Relative Importance

Familiaritv With Less Than

Cooperative Very Important Very Important Total

Extension Service N % N % N YA

Not very famffliar .- 17 85.0 3 15.0 20 ° 100.0

Pamiliar 34 85.0 6  15.0 40 100.0

Very familiar ' 9 50.0 9 50.0 18 100.0
Total : 60 76.9 18 23.1 78 100.0
x2 = 9.555  d.f. =2  Significant at .0l level
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TABLE 182.--Association between the involvement of commissioners from
rural counties in Cooperative Extension Service programs and/or activi-
ties and their perception of the home economics group "upper income

: homemakers"

Perception of Relative Importance

Important
Neuktral And
- And Less Very Important Total -
Involvement N % N % N %
None 5  45.5 6  54.5 11 100.0
Some 16 33.3 32 66.7 48 10G.0
A lot 11 © 84,6 2 15.4 13 100,0
Total 32 4% 4 40 55.6 72 100.0

x? = 10.901  d.f. = 2 Significant at .01 level
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VITA

Earl McNeil Kelly was born in Parrish, Florida in January, 1926.
He graduated from Palmetto (Florida) High School in June, 1943 and en-
rolled for one summer term at the University of Florida. He entered the
United States Army Air Corps in February, 1944 and was released in
November, 1945 upon termination of World War TI. He entered the
Univérsity'of Florida'in September, 1946 and received a Bachelor of
Science Degree in agriculture in June, 1949, He served as Assistant
Animal Husbandman at the Range Cattle Experiment Station, Ona, Florida
for seven months before assuming the position of Assistant Couﬁty
ExtensionvAgent in Bushnell {Sumter County) Florida. After serving
fourteen months in this position he was promoted to the position of
Assistant County Extension Agent in Bartow (Polk Cdunty) Florida where
he served for two years. He Lransferred to Palmetto (Manatee County)
Florida in 1953 where he served as Assistant and Associate County
Extension Agent until 1966. _He received the Master of Agriculture
Degree from the University of Florida while Associate County Agent in
Manatee County. He served as County Agent and County Extension Chair-
man in Tavares _ (Lake County) Florida from May, 1966 until March, 1969
af which time he was promoted to the position of District Extension
Agent at the University o&f Florida. He received a faculty development
grant and leave in 1969 to attend Florida State University to study
toward a doctorate in Adult Education, Upon completion of residence

315




316 .
work at Florida State University he returned to his present position
of Disérict Egtension Agent for Central Florida.
| - He is married to the former Annie Ruth Pigott. They have three

children, Deborah Ann, Donald McNeil, and Robert Earl.
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