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""NON-TRADITIONAL STUDY-AND THE ADULT STUDENT"

r .
In the past ten or fifteen years the greatest challenges

to traditional education have come at the primafy and secon-
dary levels, but the impact of fresh concepts can now be
seen in higher learning as well. New learning forms, new

" places of learning, new times to learn, new technologies --
and, above all, new learners -- are visible in hundreds of
places of higher learning. Their variety would not have
bgen thought possible a decade ago. Such changes are not -
always comfortably embraced by tradition bound acé&emics,
but most hear the clamor for change and find the new
pressures increasingly persuasive.

The question is no longer what new departures from
traditiqns are possible, But whether'allrthis experimenta-
tion reflects a true and hqﬁeét.turn of events or just a
momeﬁtary fad. It is still too early to tell. But whatever
their eventual outcémes, there now remains little doubt
that a new openness exists where it qevér existed before.
Whether fad or genuine change, these efforts are destined
to leave their indelible mark on higher education.\‘

'So George Bonham begins.his:éditorial in the March
issue of Change magazine commenting on the work of the
Commission on Non-Traditional Study that recently completed

two years of deliberation.



We want to spend our time this morning léoking at some
of these "departures from traditions", many of which will not
seem that unusual to you who have been involved in evening
colleges ~- one of the first successful challenées to the

dominant notion of higher-education as a residential daytime

activity.i

Although we all talk about nontraditional study, and
many of our institutions "have it", it is a c;néept almost
impossible to define and a set of practices whose boundaries
cannot be circumscribed. Samuel B. Gould, Chairmaﬁ ;f the
Commission on Non-Traditional Study, éomments that "Non-
Traditiounal Study may be defined in simplest teéﬁs as a group
of chaﬁglng educational patterns caused 5y the changing.needs
and opportunities of society. Much of'it is not new, indeed
there have always been nont?aditional'apbrpaches to education
in oné place or énother, some of them ve;y successful., But
current perceptions of the needs of new and hitherto unserved
segments of our population, together with strong dissatisfac~
tions with results from those segments traditionally served,
have now catapulted nontraditional study to the forefront of
public attention'. | |

If, to my Qind, there is any single trait that charac—
terizes nontraditional study, it is an attitude that recog-

nizes individual differences. This attitude requires the
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development and use of alternmate instructional processes
and diverse learning resources to respond to.individual -
needs and differences.

By suggesting that nontraditional study proviaes the
means fof the educational community to be more responsive
to individual needs does not mean that NTS is limited to
"individually-prescribed instruction", "individual majors",
or "independent study". Rather, NTS is a movement toward
incréasing.the options open to an individual. 1In a sense,
NTS is-the evidence that the rather monolithic structure -
~ of programs of higher education iﬁ America (and most of the
world) ié giving_way to a pluralistic structure which
recognizes several choices along a numbef of dimensions:

that leafning occurs in many ways, not just in teacher-
-centered classes meeting thfee times a week; that learping
occurs in many places, not just on college campuses ; that
learning occurs at many different times, not just between
eight and two, Monday to Friday; that leérning is not
something defined by the faculty, but that the étudent can
and'should play an important role in dgfining_his learning
.experience, and perhaps most important, that learn;ng is

not limited to persons under age 22, .ut rather, that
learning should be ‘a lifelogg procéss with a person choosiné

different options at different stages in their life. Rather

than a predéfined path to be labeled "an educated man", an
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individual is now challenged through the many options to
become a contiﬁuously learning person.

Iﬁ a few minutes it is difficult to know which programs
or proposals to describé. The roster is long and growing
daily. The University of Maine has its Open University
proposél; the Vermgnt'Comenity College is a fascimating

approach to the use of statewide resources to meet the
needs of a largely rural-small town population. The Massachg—
setts State Colleges are experimenting with a variety of
of f-campus degrees while some people at UMass have just-
released a proposal for a Massachusetfs Open University.
The Connecfiéut legislature currently has before it a bill
to create an external degree program administered by the
Board of Higher Education. This is the result of a two-year
study by a state-wide task.force. The presidents of the
public univefsities in New England have diécussed the
possiﬁility of.a New Erglarid Open University, while over the
border in Quebec, tﬁe f:leuniversity is_taking university
instruction to the isolated villaggs.and hamlets of the
prdvipce. |

New York State is overflowing'with nontraditional pro-
grams. he Regents External Degree progfam has already
awarded over 200 associates degr--- while SUNY'; Empire
State College has aluwost reached capacity, at least until

new regional centers are opened. All of .the institutions
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in severai central NY counties have banded toééther in the
Central NY Consortium for the External Degree. Several
established branches’of SUNY are experimenting with new
degree patterns, frequently involving interinstitutional
cooperation. In New Jersey, Thomas A. Edison College is

in operation and has begun to hold its first administrations
~of tests leading to a degree. Here in Pennsylvania, Jack
Russell, former Véce—provost at Penn, has been ch%ring

a s;ate-wide task.force planning an open university variously
called éen Franklin University or Commonwealth College.
(Jerry Ziegler spoke to your last meeting so you are prob-
ably aware of his vision of the fufure of Pennsylvania
higher'gducation.) Even Penn State, that fortress of tfadi;
tionalism, has had a faculty.committee.suggest that they
take the first radical step.of grantiﬁg é deéree to students
who héve been enrolled only on a part—fiﬁe basis. The
University of Maryland has long taken its traditional pro~
grams to remote military basis. Its College of the Air is
now making use of materials developed for the British Open
University. Many of the. DC institutions_have some type of
nontraditional program and a new institgfion, Washington
International College, has been founded to make use of

the many community:respu;ces for learning experiences. One
offfshéot of the UWW is Cdmmunitas which considers its

campus to radiate out from Washington to Baltimore in the



east to the mountains of West Virginia in the west, and
north into southern Pennsylvania. It stresses not only
the aquisition of academic knowledge but“the application
of this knowledge in the process of community deveiopment
énd social change.

In the south, Florida stands out as the location of a
number of significant developments. The new public senior
university, Florida International, is charged with provi-
ding.an external degree for residents of the state. Nova

University is offering a doctoral program that reaches all

. over the country. One of their small study groups serves

Montgomery and Bucks County here in Pennsylvania. The
University of Alabama has set up "New Coilege" to bring
some change and flexibility into their undgrgraduate programs.

In the midwest most sta?és éfe moVipg ln some type of
nontraditional program. Ohic is taking its first hesitant
steps with an "Extended Univeréity" while in Michigan,
Central Michigan University offers several bachelor's and
master's programs designed to be responsive to the needs of
fully employed adults. In 1llinois, the BHE has proposed
Lincoln State University which would draw on the instruc-
tional resources of all existing colleges and universities
as well as non—collégiate institutiéns, such as mus eums ,

industry, etc. Simultaneously, the Board of Governors over

several of the Illinois State Universities has initiated a



Governors' digree that requires little time in residence on
any one campus; The Extension division of the Univeréity of
Wisconsin has proposed an exﬁernal degree program and has a
piloﬁ program underway in four southeastern Wisconsin
counties. University of Wisconsin is also considering a
new ufban—oriehted instituéion in downtown Milwaukee to
serve the urban population not now well served by University
of Wisconsin-Milwaukee. Minneapolis-Saint Paul is served by
Minnesota Metropolitan State College while a number of
other Minnesota state colleges are developing s&mqﬁtype of
external degree program. Iowa's Comménwealth College is
in the secénd year of planning whilé)in Missouri, the
coordinating council for higher education is suggesting an
open university. The new State University of Nebraska (SUN)
is underway with a heavy reiiance on.teiévision and other
electronic m;dia. Oklahoma's BLS program has served as a
medel for avnumber gf more recently developed programs. A
number of institutions in the Dallas aréa are cooperating
in exploring the possibility of an exte?nal degree, Lone
- Star State University? Whtte Collegio Ja cinto Trevino is
setting an exciting model of a Chicano cBntrblled and
commﬁnity oriented institution in the Rib Grande valley.

A1l of the colleges and universities in the Denver
area are cooperating with the Denver Public Library in the

development of an independent learning program which can be



trausléted into degree credit through CLEP. The University
of Northern Coiorado has packaged a ‘number of iis programs
and maée them available to groups from Washington DC to
Guam.

In the State of Washington the commurity colleges have
beer ﬁarticularly active iﬁ developing additione? wayé of
" serving individuals not now well served. Both the Univer-
sity of California System and the California State Colleges‘
and University System have moved from the study.and task
force stage Zntc a variety of experimental nontfa@itional
prograéi At the same t

W Calyf
Higher Educatioe\has suggested an external degree granting

?ime the Coordiﬁating Council on
institution independent of the existing systems. The
University of Hawaii is working under a legislative mandate
to develop an open university which will serve all of the
islands.

”This brief cataloging of new degree programs would be
incomplete without mentioning two or thfee programs that
are hard to pin down to a geographical iocation. Antioch
College, that used to do some unusual things in Yellow
Springs, Ohio, now has 28 1o¢ationé scattered around the
U.S. The UWW of the.UECU is in operation in 20 locations,

while the Commanity College of the Air Force presumably

exists wherever air force parsonnel -are stationed.
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Let's take a few minutes now to look at a few of these
programs in some detail. Many institutions have reduced or
eliminated the stated-requirements for a degree so that an
individual can shape his own curriculum. In some places,
this provides but a reordéring of traditional classes and
experiences,- whereas others provide for or encourage off-
‘campus or other types of nontraditional learning experiences.
n a numberldf situations, the student's plan for achieving
his objectives is expressed in terms of a "contract"
negotiatcd with a faculty adviser or a committee.

One of the most widely publicized programs to help
individual students plan and implement their own educaticnal
experiénce is the University Without Walis, sponsored b& the
Union for Experimenting Cblleges and Uﬁiversities“ UWW has
20 participating institutioﬁs at présént and describes
itself as "an alternative form of higher.education whiéh
secks to build highly individualized and flexible programs
of learning and makes use of new and largely untapped
resources for teaching and learning. It moves toward a
new faith in the student and his capacity for learning cn
his own, while at the same time providing close and
continuine contact between student and teacher". Central
to the UWW concept- is the teachicr—adviser-facilitator who
works with the student in the planning, development and

evaluation of his UWW program. This adviser may be on the
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faculty of the institution or may be someone without a
regular tie to the institution. For eac@ institution
participating in UWW, there is an Inventory of Learning
Resources that the student mighf use in accomplishing his
learning objectives (regular clasées at his own or other
institutions, internships and field experiences, indepen-
dent study, travel,,programmed materials, cassettes, and
other technological aids). This helps the student and
adviser plan a program appropriate to the students' objec~-
tives. Criteria for judging the achievement of objectives
and the length of time required to earn the degree are
negotiated by the student and adviser. A final evaluation
of the students' wofk is usually made by a review committee
of faculty, students, and o;her persons with whom the student
has been working. The degree may be éwarded by the spon-
soring institution or by the Union for Expcrimenting Colleges
and Universities, which has recently gaiped correspondent
status with the North Central Asscciation.

Some 3000 students weie enrolled ih UWW during the
las; school year, ranging in age from 16 to 73, with about
a third over 23. Several‘of the participating units have
an unusually high proportion of blacks and Puerto Ricans.

Although only.in its second year, UWW has Qemonstra-
ted that there is a sizabie group of individual of all ages,

reces, and economic levels ready to accept the cha’lenge of
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directing their own learning experiences: The approach is
" being considered or adopted in a variety of other trainging

and learning situations.

\1/'—"—. Another example of an alternative route to a dégree~
that is not confined to a set time or location is Empire
.State College, part of the SUNY system. Empire State was
established with a dual focus on nom-classroom modes of
learning and on the cooperative utilizatién of existing
educational resources at SUNY's seventy-odd loca#ions, other
colleges and universities, ind in the community at~lérge.

The scudent enrolls in Empire State through one of the

area learning centers opened last year in Albany, Rochester,

ant New York City; it L"’"‘J {"/‘”"‘p(

The process of being an‘Empire State'student puts
considefable emphasis on discussion and £egotiations.
Admission is based on the ccllege's'abiiity to meet the
students' needs. But the réSponsibility rests with the
student to gather and marshall the information that will
demonstrate how the college can meet his or her needs.
After admission, the student attends an orientation work-
shép at which fabulty‘describe the fesou#ieﬁ of the center
and the different wa&g a student mey go about learning. The
student uses this workshop to clarify hié goals and to

explore the resources availalle to hélp him achieve them.

4.
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After the Orientation Workshop, the student works with
a MentorAto lay out a program - '"clarifying what he wants
to achieve and settliAg on the instructional materials, the
direct experiences, the;oqtside tutors, the courses at near-
by institutions, which will be employed". This plan must
include provision for thorough evaluation.of his accomplish-
ment. The various steps or activities anticipated in this
plan aré usually specified in a contract between mentor and
student{ specifying the activities and responsibilities of
both parties. The Contract may cover any time period, a
month, a quarter, or a year, and is combleteéfwith an eval-
uation conference including the mentor and others who were
built ihpo the evaluation plan. The Confract for compléting
the next portion of the student's totai‘program has its-
roots in this evaluation. Eﬁpire Staée sﬁggests some organ-
izing frameworks éor a program but the sgudent is not bound
to them. He has a great freedom in shaping his program but
it must "form a comprehensive and complex'pattern of college
level work pertinent to the student's purposes". It cannot
be just a random collection of educational experiences but
must make sense as a whole in relation té the student'é
goals and objectives.

Both University Without Walls and Empire State are
willing to have students with no previous college experi-

ence. Several other institutions have developed programs



that pre—suppose‘two years of college, or its equivalent.
These include the Florida State University System External
Degree program, administered by Florida Internatiopal
University, Minnesota Metropolifan State College, and the
experimental programs offered by éhe California State Uni-
versity and Colleges, and the University of California. The-
California State System has put considerable emphasis on
programs for people whose personal or occupational circum-
stances do’ not permit them to spend major blocks of time
on a campus, with programs designed to meet employer needs,
etc. There also has been a strong emphaéis on cooperative
ventures between the various segments of higher education.
Thus, for example, a Bachelor's degree in Criminal Justice'
of fered by California State.University,'Sacramentq, can-be
‘earned through learning centers set uf in two community
colleges some distance from Sacramento. Some of the instruc-
tion in these léarning centers is providgd by faculty drawn
from two other state colleges. Through this procedure, an
established degree program is made avaiiable to law
enforcement officers who could not attend a full-time pro-
graﬁ and who are located in an area where part-time work ‘on
the Sacramentoc campus would.demand_exceséive amounts of
commuting. ’
All of the degree programs mentioned above, UWW, ESC,

CSUC, do recognize that learning does occur in many places
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beside a particula:x campus”bgt all give~the institution some
role in plaﬁning, defining, .or approving the circumstances
under which learning’takés plizces. There are two programs
in which the degree graniing institution plays no role in
the learning experience (except for an occasional study guide
~or reading list). The student is totally on his own in
guiding the learning process. The institution merely assesses
the outcomes of that process and attests toqthat achieveﬁent'
through the award of a dejree. These two progréms are the
New York Regents External I'sgree Program and New Jersey's
Thog;s A. Edison College.
f%%(ﬂ,vjf*jrglaThe New York program was the‘recipignt of an $800,000
grant from the Carnegie Corporation of Néw York and the Ford
Foundation. It is administered thropgh_the NY State
Departﬁént of %ducation and the degree is awarded by the
University of the State of New York, thé statutory body with
jurisdiction over all public and privatedcqlleges and univer-
sities in thé state, as well as libraries, museums, eté.
\L-‘.h(\:,."’/ .
Theigﬂcommencement was held on September 28 at which 77
persons.received Associate in Arts‘degregs.
The New Jersey program, under the s;pervision of the
Board of Higher Educétion, is offered through a newly creat-
ed non-teaching state college, Thomas A. Edison College.

These two programs are working together through a bi-state

cooperative agreement so that one can describe their

procedures and plans in near-identical terms.
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*= Associate of Arts degree is offered this academic

- year. The requirements for this degree can be met entirely
through the College Proficieﬁcy Examination Program or the
College-Level Examinatién Program. Credits earned'through
formal college study or from USAFI may also be counted
toward-the A.A,

A bachelor's degree in business wi.l soon be implemented.
The general education requirements for this degree can be meﬁ
through CLEP or CPEP, and special examinations are being built
by the two states to evaluate a candidate's coméepeﬁce in
several areas of business management.'

Further down the drawing board are plans for an Associate
in Applied Science in Nursing degree,-and a Bachelor of Arts.
Also under discussion is an Associate in Management.

These programs are pioneering iﬁ egtending the concept
of credit-by-examination to an entire degree, implying; in
the process, that a.degree-should represent a publicly demon-
strable set of competencies. The growth of'the whole area
of pon—traditional study, but especiall§ thesé degrees by
examination have called into question the meaning of the
college degree What does it_repreéent? i

.Institutions that are not colleges or universities are
playing significant educational roles, eépecially for the

independent learner.
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Up in the Syracuse area, the Central New York Planning
Consortium for the External Degree has recenﬁly received a
grant to enable it to begin the development of a guidance-
support system, called an "External Learning Servite", to
serve people é;gaged in nontraditional study.

Central to the idea of the "external learning service"
is the provision of counseling service throughout the region.
The counselor would interview the student, arrange appro-
priaﬁe tests of interest, aptitude, and prior achievement,
and then help the student work out his occupational and
educational goals and a plan to aChieve them, drgwing on
the leafning resourges availabie.

Not only woﬁld the "external learning service" help the
individual develop plans, but fhey propose to provide a
. "facilitative" function, helping thé student gain access
to learﬁing resources, meet other studeﬁts pursuing non-
traditional patterns cof study, and so on.

The consortium alsec proposes to proﬁide, through the
"external learning service", a means for individuals to
ha?e the outcome of their learning experiences validatgd
for later transmittal to the degree awérding institutions.

L : . -

An old'learning resource, the public library, is
taking on a new and active fole.

In January a new project was initiated by the Denver

Public Library in cooperation with the colleges and univer-

sities in Metropolitan Denver. This project has been
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supported by Adult Education Council, the Colorado
Commission on Higher Education, the College Board through
its Denver office, and the Western Inter;tate Commission
for Higher Edugation.

The basic intent of the program will be to (1) extend
campus and publi; library serQices to persons of the general
public in the Denver area who wish to continue their educa—
tion beyond a post—-secondary level who are unable or un-
willing to, pursue study at a college or university in the
traditional manner and (2) to provide the means by which
thesg persons ﬁay receive collggelcredit'for their efforts.

The Denver Public Library has the materials, space
facilities, and personnel that may be uséd by&anyone with
tha interest and motivation to independently pursue a course
‘of study over an extended périod of time. The urique features
of this program will be the emphasis on self~learning énd
the potential for translating that learning into academic
eredits at participating colleges |

Participating institutions of higher education in the
Denver area will administer examinations to persons who
feel that they are competent.in an acadgmic area and would
like to receive college credit for their éompetence. Most
of the examinations that will be uéed for measuring such
competence will be those of the Collegz-Level Examination

Program (CLEP), although departmental examinations may also
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be used. The testing portion of this project is, of'COurse,
. optional; many persons may wish to participate, in the self-
léarning part of the course solely fof‘purposes of self-
enrichment.
Because of the important rnle libraries can play in
expanding the opportunitieé for learning, the College Board
. recently established the Office of Library Independent Study
and Guidance Projects with the financial support of the u.S.
Office of Education, the Council on Library Resources, and
the National Endowment for the Humanities. Thié Office
should help libraries become a centrai force in nohtradi-
tional appfoaches to higher education by providing advisory
services and workshops for libraries, bylcollecting and
disseminating information about other libraries' efforts,
community reactions, and thé experieﬁce'bf adults using
a library's gervices.

— Any review of nontraditional study in 1973 would be
incomplete without mention of the Commiésion on Non-
Traditional Study. This Commission was-sponsored jointly
by College Board and ETS with funding from the Carnegie
Corporation. The Commission, chaired byUSamuel Gould,
begaﬁ'its deliberations in 1971 and made its final report
last month at an invitational conference in Atlanta. At
its beginning - the Commission was charged:

1) To discover and to look into all aspects of non-

traditional post-secondary education, including

)

the external degree now in operation or planned;'
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2) To e;aluate the desirability and feaéibiiity of such spudy;

3) To identify the inadequacies in current data necessary for
inteiligent decision making and to press for correction of
such inadequacies. |

4) To make recommendations for creating whatever additional

machinery seems appropriate to strengthening the ggarantees
of quality in these forms of education;

5) To explore the possibility of additional experimental models;

,6) To assure eaéy accessibility to the large body of information

that is presentlyAunsystematized.

First assembling in March 1971, the Commission went about its task
in several different ways. ''It has gone about some of its work quietly and
privately,'seeking within itself the wisdomAfrom which to form sound judg-
ments. It also, however, sought for and résponded to opportunities to
engage with others involved or intcresteé in.non—traditional study. It has
learned m;chfromothérs, and it has shared with many--through publications,
formai and informal discussions,'and correspondence~~the information and
insight it gained‘as its work progressed. It has initiated a comprehensive
program of research at the national level to gather dataybn aspects of non-
traditional study." (Valentine)

The Commission has frequently workédﬁthréugh subcommittees assigned to
explore various portions of the problem. Members of the Commission met with .
representatives of private ingtitutions, public colleges and uuiversities,

community colleges, the accrediting agencieé.
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About a year ago, Mr. Gould issued a first report on

the Commission which many of you have probably seen: New

Dimensions for the Learner. In April, Jossey-Bass publish-

ed a small volume, Explorations'in Non-Traditienal Study,

containing some of the staff papefs prepared for the Com=
mission with a prologue by Mr. Gould. At the recommendation

of the Commission, Cy Houle, one of the commissioners, and
hoos Q‘é
’gg§5_§gmma¥ekiié—are preparings a book on the history,

philosophical basis, forms, strengths and weaknesses of

external degrees. §%955UL7 62”b¢7_ ' )
In its final report in February, the Commission made |

it clear that they had never reached a definition of non-

tradifional study.although they did reach a general consen-

sus that it waslless a system than "an attitude that puts

the student first and the institutionfsecond, concentrates

more on the former's need than the latter's convenience,
encourages diversity of individual opportunity, and de-
emphasizes time and space or even course requirements in
favor of competence and, where applicabie, performance'.
The Commission also made it clear. that they were not
advocating a breaking down of traditional institutions but
rather the addition of alternatives and the expansion of
opportunity, cleariy.an evolutionary approach to change.
Although there are 58 specific recommendations in the
report, they can be summarized into "seven areas for major

decisions and actions during the next decade".
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1. Lifetime learning, continuing and concurrent, is a con~
cept that has a new appropriateness today and that re-
qulres a new pattern of support. . s

2., A chift of emphasis in colleges and universities from
g degree~granting to s2rvice to the learner is under way
and should be expanded, thus clarifying the need to
counter what currently has become a degree-granting
obsession.

' 3. A reorientation or redirection of faculty understandings
. and commitmenis, together with an increase in in-service
development, i3 needed so that there may be better know-

ledge and use of non-traditionzl forms and materials.

4, An organized effort toward more intelligent and widespread
use of educational technology should be made, with special
" emphasis upon programming for cable televisiou, knowledge
of computers, use of videotape recorders, and possibilities
for satellite broadcasting. ’

5. Creation of new agencies to make possible easy access to
information and better ways to disseminate it, to perform
" guidance and counseling services, and to be assessors and
repositories of credit for student achievement will be
necessary. : ‘

6. Development of new evaluative tools to match the non-
traditional arrangements now evolving is required so that
accreditation and credentialing will have appropriate
measures for quality.

f 7. Cooperation and collaboration among collegiate, community,
and alternate educational entities.should be encouraged

. 8¢ that new and more diverse educational possibilities in
program and structure may come into being.

This final report will soon be publishéd by Josse&-Bass

under the title of Diversity by Design.
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To provide a factral base From which the Comﬁission's recommendations
could develop, ETS has been engaged'in a research program funded by the
Carnegie Corporation of ﬁew'York and the Educational Foundation of America.
The research program has six ?ajor areas of inquiry:

Students

~ - Areas of Learning
Systems of Instruction
Credits and Measurement
Accreditation

Financing
w1

Th? datg from the reseaiE%:fgﬂgram s—PEITE made available to the Commission
for use in préparing théfeoﬁﬁtggtﬁﬁ%s report. In addition, the data will be
released in.a series of'moﬁographs and'QOSSibly several'£ook length reports
before the end of the current academic year. Incidentally, a group with
interests similar to ‘those of the C;mmission'has been functioning at the
gfaduate level. This group is known as the Panel oﬁ Alternate Approaches to

Graduate Education. It is sponsored.by the Council of Graduate Schools in

the U.S. and the Graduate Record Examination Board.
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Theother joint a"tivity of ETS and the College Board in this areaAJS"’

.the Office of New Degree Programs. During the first year of its existence,
this was known as the Office of External Deéree Plans, but over that year
"plans" began actual "programs"‘and "External” proved to be both undefinable
and iimiting. Consequently, as of July, the name changed. The Office makes
available th. combined resources of tha College Board and ETS to institutions
interested in broadening educational opportunity thrOugh the development of
alternative degree programs. The Office works primarily in two ways: through
advising and consulting with institutions,.state agencies, or others engaged
in college-levei instruction; and through the compilation and aissemination
of relevant information and research. This létter, clearinghouse, functiqn
has led to several reports or publications. In the spring of 1971 there was
"An Inventory of External Degree'Programs.and‘Proposals." More recently
MExternal Study for Post—Secondary Students: A B ief Anno;ated Bibliography"

bao B bt oton «wre_

was  issued. thdns =R 7S d._MOr comprehen51ve compendium entitled

{q

Increa51ng the Options:. Recent Developments in College and University Degree
° "\..k

S e doded]
- Programs®, wittbeavraitable. This publlcatlon is arranged 'in four sections:
-——»g-——.\ ). g

The first reports on actual operational prigrams; the second describes a

variety of proposals at various stages of development—-some but the ideas of



individuals, othersiSZfI.organizéd, likely to be implemented plancs; the
third secuion reports on various studies, exparimental programs, or other
aata c;llecting or summarizing efforts to Q:Ldéxgﬁgnning of non~traditional
study activities. The final section describes zome of the services or

activities which are supportive of the new degres programs.

‘'The title of this publication, Increasing i~ Options was chosen because

it reflects what non-traditional study is all about. “'Traditional"” higher
education is not meant in a pejorative sense, any more than "non-traditional"

is a synonym for 'good". Many different alternatives are needed. Higher

Qucation is just beginning the process of recognizing and responding to

the amaZing diversity within the post-secondary population. Some institutions

2.

have responded by loosening the time and space dimension, providing instruc-
1 .

-tion at cff-campus locations and at times convenient to students with other

commitments. Other institutions have made efforts to attract and serve new
client groups. Elsewhere, the assumptions regarding the nature of the

B N Waol : , _

learning experience has changed. Faculty have recognized that valid educa-

tional experience do occur in settings other than the classroom and it has

become possible to include such experience within a plan of study. Increas-

ingly, the student plays a stronger role in determining the overall shape

of his education, directing it to his personal interests and goals. 1In
short, higher education is beginning to respond to the real needs of real
_ 34 : . .
pecple rather than makingpstudents conform to the relatively inflexible
. :
patterns ond methods that most of us experienced as students.
Some of these new programs have been criticized for emphasizing the

acquisition of a degree rather than the learning process. Yet this same

criticism can legitimately be leveled at most of higher education. The

)

i

economic benefits associated with having a cbllege degree reinforce drem
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‘i;:;:zzzg—of degreef, rather than becoming well educated. The rationale

underlying mosé non-traditional study is thaL a person should be rewa:ded for
what he knows and the skills he possesses, rather than for the means through
which he achieved them. - ‘

If, as I have tried to suggest, we are rapidly increasing the options

of how, when, and where an# individual can learn, our basis for rewards and

- credentials will have to shift to the competencies an individual can demon-

A}

strate rather than the type or location of their educational experience. Such
a shift would have several benefits fér our society. Maé:goﬁer needs in key
sectors could be met more easily than they now are if individuals received 
their credentials (both academic and occupational) based on demonstrated
achievement rather than on number of hours spent in class. For example,
many health manpower needs could be filled quickly if recently discharged
medical corpémen could translate their medical training and éxpefience into
credentials that would be acceptable in éivilian hospitals, without having to
take college courses covering msterial alread? mastered. Similarly, increased
flekibility Eoul& be iAtroduced into the American work f&rce if people were
helped to new careers by being able to demonstrate the relevant skills and
knowledge they already possess, rather than having to take an entire program
designed for someone with no relevant previous experience or education.

Although difficult to quantify, the effect on our sociéf& of having more
.citizens gain personal satisfaction and fulfillment throuéh the increésed
options opened by mérketable credentials is an iﬁpqrtant consideration. Such
éitiééqs are in a'better'positiqn to join the maiﬁsfream of our society or to
challenge ‘the direction it'is t;king.

Even the higher education establishment itself would benefit. If

performance or demonstrated achievement, rather than the length of time served,

el
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becomes the basis for awarding academic recognition, many colleges and
ﬁn%versitiés may be'forced fo alter their practices in evaluating and re-
warding their traditional students. This change could even lead to rethinking
the college curriculum to define educational objectives'susceptible to
pubiicly observable standards for evaluation., Rather tHan debasing higher'
'education, the recognition of nénftraditional learning might bring many
rigidly traditional colleges and universities to a renewed conéern for quality

and relevance in teaching and learning in our rapidly changing society.
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