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e ) Snence et al.” foun;\;ﬁh\ t HMexk ean—&mer;can chlldren £rom homb
whére both bnglléh “ard | naﬁ’hh‘*ere spoken. score& s*gn;} g&ﬁtly;

\ hxgher in ‘both: the WIse gﬁi\g B th&n ﬁex1canhﬁmgr1can khlln:rﬂ.,
\fn cm hnmeé wﬁgrgxcgiv %paﬁ k\yas SQGﬁEﬂ;gq" : :

~ o
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"‘ttelx cbtalneﬁ s;mlrnr ;iﬁ&iﬁgé%ﬁy é.t ,
th:rﬁlyradnr
who wereﬂ;razrw* d;ffe’énx languege banﬁprcunds. ligweverg, he/ 7,
found theﬁhliéhguaf ’h dren tﬁrhava snpnl 3cant1v hig @r_ve*bai
mradp 5,

‘)y

d1fference.
backgreund -
Plntner feund the,rgg :

"os, ,he go d,that“ver, 1
'1’¥Athe r;s ts e the*i'

; G . found’eV1dend' th&t an‘rA
soe;ation ;actor magAhave been &n advantage,cf gh 1ngual éh*ldrﬂn,
- Polishi, s qriezwgﬁ}an backgroands . ‘orming -2 - 7

fnigg;;as

5

8. The au*hor would klke to tﬁan? %r, Jese pu;vinerqaﬁéez a; duGE st
: Y Educatinn erzcg$,or 1.8 1nva1uabie ipsights and bro-
al asszstance 1n the éevelcnnent g ths .article,

2l A
) 51m-larly faunq the %RT to be comparably reli able for
“adVantagea" average,* and. "ﬁlsadvan aged" Dubil , black and
whrte; - : .

A - - -~

a - R ERd

- 10, G Fo Johnson quest;cned the content vaiidity of’the MAT for Title
1 punilég;n,general YA mzddlehelas. rlented aghieverient 'test
xs valldatedrby m1ddlp~class‘cr1tenza. Ehus, the, mld eTCIass

-eulture bias is not e11m1nateé?fram the tests.” *
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then in English, Manuel found that *bﬁ avﬁrage

~igfforts of the Department. of Ecucation in Puerto’ Rico
’ f‘aeterm1neavhe narms of the WISG, $-B -and Goodenougn-?arrxa Draw—A Man

- - frequency, cultural sonditions, and ard

~ M . b ’ N .
. . -

on the Wechsler Intellipence Genla

b3

Children (WISC) in shapish R
IDofa sample of’ 98 .

Mexican-American pupils. on the Spanish version of the ! Lanfor?iﬁlnﬁtr ) o -

Intelllgcnce Test, (5-1) surpissed that df the English version:™ - _
Keston and Jiménez, who Toufid the oppositec Losbe the case with a . i - i
sample of gyxgcan—Aﬂﬂrxcan hth mreders, admitted however, thas “their . ) = C .
Tesults were probably sttributable to- the relatively low Spanish . ’
lsanguage develosmen of their sample and to.the use of a Dpanish .
ver51qn of *he §_R that was anveloneq in Spain .and that “was not
modlfled to yake into account ixxferénces in dla‘ec? and culture.
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‘Despite the higher scores FcngraL} y obgained hj translating
existing standardized 10 tesis intol G nish with npproprx te cultural
modzfzcatxons, there is evidence that such procedure may not totally ‘
solve the problem of effec ively testing ¢ Spanish-speuking children. .
As"early,as 1927, Pintfer empha tically stated: "Tt is perfectlj’ : -
“absurd to imagine that any real-comparisons cén aa obtazned by

translat;ng {ests from ong language to. another. "™ *oca)devcrlbe the '
(o] adapt and- -

vk

Eest {G=HY,. naking changes o éTTowf$Dr d*f*erences in- vorabulary

&f dlfflcalt., yet tlie
three‘adapted tests groidced{general depressed IG.:scores for Puerio )
Bzcan chzldren rexatlv to ﬁmerzcan nOIMS ., As Roca nated : = -

’There'ig rno doubt that’no ma*t9r how well an 1nteli1ﬂnec9 scale .
is adapted from onc -culture to ansther, there are *eultural
differences which » 111 make the ¢hildren from the second culture
.~ . score lower than those from the- flrat. : ) i
. i R — i - E i
Cote samilarly found zeneraliy deuressed mean TQ seores for
‘Mexican-American: children on’ several 1onverbal 1ntelllgencp 1nstruments

_administered with the ﬁirectlors in ynsnlsnf .
N .

) Watson and Goodenough and. %orris ‘conéurred that the search for

Vjé‘culfﬁre;free intelligence test is futile. Stablein, for exampile,

" “found the Davii=Eells pst, an’ attempt at a cultvre-free test of B :
1nﬁelllgence, to be as discriminatory as other standardwyed meaaures ' ’
between Anglo-and ap& ig i-American st udeﬁts. never helesg, the
cdhsgructlonzpf specific intelligence tests for d; ferant. ¢ uitural : - Ty
".groups seems both possivle and worthvhile. As. Ramzrez‘?ointeﬁ out, o g

- such tests must be b nsed on Avareness g;!dxfferencea in the copnitive.

‘and 1ncent1ve4notxvgtlc 2l st ;ec as . well as the ccmmuﬁzraflon gtyle T

of such students. oot
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) "10 fests: Vverbal v. ?onverbal That Spanlah~5ﬂeak1np children faﬂe
W a language barricr that is buiit into standardlzedxn!plllgepce “tests o i . : -
=is further revealed in studi®s comparing thelr ‘results on verbal and - [ o

nonverbal subtests. Several -such studies found the average perform-

ance scale scqre of %ex;can—Amerrcan ‘children on the WIse to surpass

their average verbal scale score. “nrcy,nad similar results when -
cémparing the scores of Puerto Rican c%;ldren on the uanlanguage and | )
verbal sections of the Pintner Jeneral -Ability Tést. -
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‘WMoreover, verbel and nonverbal IQ tests have tedrn found to .
discriminate differentially between Anglo“and Sp@histhgerigaé =ziildren.
Altus noted that the average verbal WISC. scoré of Angle-isnerican
children significaptiy(su?@gsséd’that of Mexigsn-American éhildren,
but that their respective nonverbal WIS -scores did ndt differ sig<
nificantly. Christiansen and Livermore recertly replicated these
1lre;fs‘ul,téi , in which, furthermore; the 'same: pattern was réflected

.. ~ 5

in thé four related intellective factors af;ﬂﬁggvggs§:ibéﬁ'b§7Cohen.
That is, they found Anglo-American students to-.significantly" -

surpass Mnxicaﬁ-Ameriganﬁstudénts g@ph;réspgétéfé”ﬁhévtgo'vgrbal °

" factors (yerb‘;;Cqmérehgﬁsiqﬁ;&nﬁf&éleva'.gj ~but,not with réspect

to the two non¥erbal facggtgf(?égcepypgr:Ofggni?dtioh:ggg Freedon

" Yrom Eiéﬁfdcﬁi&flity3, “Aacdﬁéisggnply«gfguifiééﬂt factor: in- the
WISC performancé of both the Anglo @ﬁd‘&eiicahéAqgriggnspupils yas -,
gocioeconomic stdtus (SES). . = . W R

7 -8 - R

3éveral sgudies qdnfifhg& Altus' rgéqits by'emp;ogiﬁé@gpher,

19 insyrimentss For exafiple, the. same patiern emerged: in BisE:

Johnson's. comparison dffﬁbé:t@SQ;tsléfrhhglo and Mexican-American-

sggéggigibnf§hejverbal agﬁ—ﬁaneétal,see;i@ﬁgzﬁf;tnb
of,ﬁéntal’ﬁatu?ityw B. Johnson's sample of Méxican=

pradps h-6. scored significantly elow Anflo norms: on

&

test; but their scores pp‘a,nQnVéfbaljinsifuﬁent ggtg;noﬁ—sigpiﬁigiqply ‘
different from the Anglo-norms. Rice reported that Corwin arrived at
similar Tindings by cdmparihg'the'résﬁltSVQf Apglg‘agaﬁggxicgne'—, -

‘American éﬁiidﬁen;@n:Va?ioaéf?erbaliand pghvegpakﬂihte;iigéﬁﬁe’§é§t§52 -

! A?tgf'gdmihig£§r§ﬁg;a'§erbgl 10 test to a:group,o§ Spanish-speaking -

L
'

SR

yogﬁéz@etéiiéﬁinﬁi@&Qicbhclude¢ that‘tﬁéuipstrument’uﬁsigqtqéllyig -
'\ test of ‘English vocabulary. - Thus, verbal IQ tests obséure- an i

- - e o K . ’

<7 Merely uding a noriverbal 10 test, however, may be insufficient

. to hssess acecurately the mental ability of Spanigh-speaking children.
Some researchers have indicated %hat,ndnverb&leﬁﬂd'Yét§§l'1Q‘t¢3t§

- mgy measure different abilities. Further, other researchers have

1

+  pointed out that saecallgg‘{nonvenbal"-ﬁésts contain a verbal factor.
Finally, even, the langyage of the directions nga'ndntérba;-IQ?test
may make a differénce.~ Whether this difference is significanit or
not remains.a question. Pintner's view was that "nonverbal tests =,

 with verbal directions are not adequate, We cannot be surédtrans-

. ldted verbal directions are equally hard of equally easy." According
to “nnakian end Mitchell, scores of SP&hiShaspeaking'childrgp;in.the—

| primaty grades on the Otis Group Intelligence cgle were significantly
higher when ddministered with’the directions in Spanish than with the
directions in English. -On_the, othgr hand, Anastasi and Cqrdova did -~

‘ npot .find the langusge of ihstructions_to be a significant factor in

.

- “-their ptudy-of the usc of the Cattell Culture Free Test with Spanish-

spenking children. .The Puerto Rican Study similarly revealed no
,significéht.differgnce’with regard to the performence Qf Spanish-
speaking sftudents-on the Lorge~Thorndike Nonverhtal Intelligence Test

I

(L-T) with Cpanishwv. English directions. . .
= gt S . 7 -
Y . . .
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10 Tests . Achievement. Criteria. Further indications of the ques-
atlonable wyalidity, of IQ teste for ﬁgaﬁiShwébeaF’nv children can be
seén in studies exploring the relationship betueer the%r Ity scores
and théir results on)measures of acadenie ach venent Such
studies reveal different ial reanlts betweeh Anp%o nnd unanluh—

i1 Mor per, for example, found- that. hoth the WILC

ere sxrﬂ;.lcantlv relsted to the results.on the Meiro-

Test (MAT)- for ﬁng;dtﬂmerlcan Gthpraders, but,.

"that nezther of Thege IQ-messufes was slgnlflcantly rélated to the
_MAT for'th°1r Spanish-American countéerparts, lle neported’that
Mthe greatest dlfferepcos between the Spanlsh~ﬁmerxcan and. Anw}o,
ethnic groups wvere observed when reading ability and .gompreheénsion
were-most involved in the obtaining of measuremenﬂ 5 sCarrow. .
sxmllafly found differential effects of 14 an‘lan"uage achievenient
tests between Anglo and ﬂpaﬂlsh-sgeaklng—ﬂhlgdren‘ “The importance
of *the language f&ctgr is eyen more gvident in a study sjf.hilinnus
uhlch revealed that ronyerbal*Iq gests correl ated nigher with grade f;
,poxnt ave“age than &3& verbai ?Q.te t¢»for,Saanzsh-sneaﬁ;np,;tJ}ents.g

CoR i a1

10 i b Ryt S

"y,

[XR1] 4‘1|;lir [T R

fM?nté Abilituy Tast v s, 7 atudpes by Jensan aqd hj anzpr
provzde B further indi cat;aa of the 1neffect+veness uf standardized

IQ tests in iﬂtermznlnr'*he¢mpntnl ablklty ogis'anlsh—speakinp

of 36 Angio and,ﬁexinan-ﬁnﬂr;caﬂ;cﬁlldren eq&éte ,on uhe5a3 is of
azc, azS amg LJ, he “ound t%at %oxzcan-AmEﬁLc&n chlliren 1th low

en'wltn 1ow IQs bui 3_50 33 wei

She fﬂuné ‘a lack of verbal
‘assocint ion th bﬁ one o* he 6334i ultieg for Mexican-Ameri can
”hlldrﬂn*? . : . o

- -

SUMMARY S

- - r E,é‘

A .review of the research on tﬁ AL testzrg of Vpaﬁzgn—upeéklnp
chlidren reveals the linguistic and puktural handicaps standarized-
1Q tests present for such childr en. Such variables as the lanpudge,
culturax ons ructxan, and exieny of the verual factor of such tests
_seem to s;gn;f;can*lj affect ‘the=performante of Spanish-speaking.
chxluren. The va41i1tw of guuh tests is furtlier called- into question

- by exnerlmenulnp with dzreet learning tagks and exploring the
relationship to acnlevegnnt eriteria. ” Thus; there emaxges the -
paramount: need to modi fy the.use of present If instruments and to

~ develop new sneezallzed 1ns*ruments that utilize the language end
cultural background of Eaanzsﬁ—sneaklng children to facilitate
. rather than obfiiseate the assessment of %he1r acadefic abilities,

¥ -
- . . . P
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" ACHIEVEMENT TESTING .
’ 0 . - . ’ P 7 /
A’gumbé%—of studles renorted that Spanlshmaneakln% whiidren
scored generally below Anglo—Amerlcanfchlldre" on standardized tests
of academic achlevgment., ‘St 1, there is evidence, t\at at least

.~ some of this dzscrepancy 1sncaused by 1anguage factors., _ ) .
Achlevement mests. Verbal Ve uonverbal.1, The dlscrepancy betweéﬁ///h\i\t
Anglo and. Spanzsh—Amerzcan students -was much greater in verbal‘than T
1n,nonverbal .areds -of measured acnlevement. ‘The - Coleman Report v

Aor example revealed that ,cgres -of verbal ablllty were con51stently i
lover.than nonverbal abxllty scores. for Nexlcan-Amerlcan and Puerto -

Fican-pupils- in’ prades 1 to” “}2, Palomeres: ‘and. Cummtns noted that :

arzthmet;c subtest -scores surpassed readlng subtes; scores ovae“
Americon nunlls in ‘the early grade - Palomares and Johnson fo‘

a1l ‘but four of 50 Yexican=American: Dupll ref

seored. hlgher -6n the arlthmetlcxsubte t than on fhe readxng'andzgpell1ng
sabtests of sthesWide: Range Achievemént’ Test.’ It is: 1nterest1ng to note
'that seVPn ot these‘st”dents were at’or -above- grade,' v -

achieveméant -stibtests sthat -only, six of them had 5pofes onfthe G-F
,lngara 1n? ellg;hllzuv for:: FMchlasses. ST T

,,E Jonnson $ ﬂtu&y is an examnle in itself. Hi eziaiiﬂiStﬁiéa-
to- ,Sﬁmﬁlé bféi03%ﬂﬂglbiaﬁék

<

ts 1nvle1ﬁé Enrllsh language 7,,116, but that‘there were no -
szgnzflcant differences between the -scores of the “tWo groups-on: those
.;ab*ests 1nvclv1ng arzt!metzc skllls. A 3

Cllne s%ated that aOCIGEGOHOMlC -as. wellhas culturalllngulstlc
‘actorswshould,bﬂ con31dered un assessing the. performance of Spanlsh-
. speaklng students on- 5tandarﬂzzpd achievement teésts 1His samplé-of-
,Anglo-ﬁmer:can Tta graders anpeared to outper!orm thelr Mexch -
- American-counterparts. on all subtests of tne Stanford Achlevement
“:Tegt o However, with SES ‘held constant at the lower level,. these
" differences: became 1n31pn151cant except in the arithmetic subtest
whxch favored the Mexican-American - subsample._

—;;

ﬁrh;ﬂvﬁﬂrnt Tvs A Qnanlsh v, Inql*sh.  Studies-of ,tandardlzed

ach1ﬁvvmnnt teshs wh;ch ‘have been translated intd ¢ Jpanish offer more
dircct evxdence of the language ‘burrier that. &punifh—aneqklnp students
face in such tests. When' Mahaklan, ‘for example, Qdmznzstared ‘B
standardized reaﬁinyﬂtEst in- both orxglnal and" translated ver51ons
to 210- 3pan13h»9peak1ng chlldren in grades 1 through 1, 83 percent
achiéved higher total scores in Spanish, with decreasing d;fferenceé
foynd: in ascﬂndlnp'gradea. Thonis similarly found thsat 16 -out of 19
“fexican-American students scored higher vhen tested wlth a Spanlsh
translation of the neabody Picture Vocabulary Test than they dlﬁ
with the standardized English version, According to. .Davis 9"‘
Personke the differences between Spanish and Enyl;qh administrations
of the: MRT were mostly qowsagnlflcant for a group of Mexican-American
18t prade@e. lowever, the méan scores on the subtest that most
appropristely reflected their language backyround (WOrd Meanzng)




revealed a si ignificant 4ifPeretiee favoring the Spanis

. Desplue repeateﬁ remmrder of gaarde”'s statement at the 1967
‘U.- 8. Seriaté hearings on bllznzual educat*on, most wrl Lers and
researchers on the subject of the education of the Spanish-dpeaking,
- seem. to have forgotten or neglected the 1mportance of a -major ssudy
conducted in ‘Puérto.Rico in Jﬂaf by the:Infernational Tnstitute of
. Teachers. Colleges uDAHﬂblg.Hnlvéroluy, which involved the ‘administra-
tion of over (9,000 5 dardlzga ach*eyement testa in hnp11sh nrid
Sna.msh.' The regxilt., Hf tha ; study mdlcated t‘m(t 0l t.homrh Tngl fsn
" had.beefi imposed as the language of ingtruction since the Unqﬁpd
atates took: contrcl of puerto Rido, in 1893, the. Puerto Kican ¢hild-
ren 5" acblevemenh 1nang113h showed them to.bhe mar?gd;j below that, of
cont:nental-chlldren. But As Ganpder emphasized, "Yhe! Puerto Rican
Vchlldren 5 acﬁievement through opanlsh was,- by. and larpe1gm1;ned1;
superzor to that of cOnblnannl "hlldren ﬂho were us‘ng thelr Gwn
mother tongue, nnglld*‘f C ] .. . } .

] -

spesklnp studentg. As, 1ncﬁ ob&t&d, §
appronrla‘ to Epgnlan—saeakxng c%zldren;
trans;atzng !
: ;ndlca*
ages. ¥ Qg,ggpxen lanyuage further N
confound the: 1ntenée&"equzva;3§»é of translated tests. The ﬂnltural
boundarles_uﬁat rpstrlc - 1+h1n languages are. reflecte
] ,ne*’;ally avaélable gpanlsh fran:
One of the items in
: catlon of the word\pie,'
~by meaus cf choos;wg, 1 '
,pzctures.**!h ‘the upanzch ,d;tzon, the 1tem vas translated 1ﬁAaccord
14 "sténdara” SpapishiEnglish dictionary, as pastpj Qhé diffi-
‘However, became -compounded rather than allevzated'for Puertc
Ricen pupilsy for pastélrs cultnraily and v1sually distinet dish for
them. in comparison.with piewhich hdsretained. ite "Anglo" verbal ahd
vxsual 1dent1ty in Puerta Rico." i . .y AN

f

{
Achizvement Pest: Essagé?. nhjectiye. Caldwell ang Mpury provided
Turther evidence .of the.importance of the languags factor for Spanish--
‘speaki ng children when. ghej-constructeﬁ objective snd essay tests
designed to be of the same- “tontent -and- dlfflculé§ in each, Despite
the fact that thegéﬂgecﬁavg tests were gzven f;rst thersby causing
any practzce\effects to accrue 1n favor of ‘the eg;di:tests,rthe
Span13h~sgea¥;ng students scared hlgher on y iz oblective tests.vL.W.
Johnsan -gimilariy found that Span;sh-speaklng children -scored

,‘s1gn1*1cantly below thelr hnglc,classmﬂﬁes on a-test of Engllsh
vocabularv, though the derlclency was less 1n subﬁect matter )
voc&bulary tests. .

.
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'other ethn;; -Brolips;
athevenent tests

: hé xabln anﬂ val'

flﬁ unﬁlzsh ‘han’nnen adm nlstared 1n qpanlsh The1r conclu31on -

'Palowares and- Pumm;ns lndrbated thnt )pan15h~speak1ng chlldren seemed

'mlld canfusxon followed py'amusement and indifference." They = 0

Achibyemont TFﬂt Relzablety and ualgﬁgtu, Some res narcherq, . EH,' e G %'9'
rartiao zlarlj’vlahman, have,gueetloﬁed the- rélzanlllty andﬁg;z;,vtzve R
valxﬁ vy of ﬂ*andava1z¢d ‘achieveiment tests for minority group ) ik

cxild ren 1nvpnnﬁral Thls qnesthn remaitis unsettled, although not - N —_—

- unatulxed with- spedific reference to- qunzsh~npeak1ng chlldren. In -, ‘.

*he1r\study of Sp&nlsh-speaklng 1st. graders, Mzshraﬂand -Hart - found- s . N

szgnlflcantly 1ower levels of re113b111ty ‘and predzctlve val;dzf} se L o "

for those:subtests of the Metropolitan Readineas Tedts () ‘that - ' i

were most depenéent -on Vn‘ilsh language ab111t§. On the- other hand o N =

Mztchﬁll conszdered ‘the general leVel of predlct1ve val1d1ty of’ the ’ e E

MRT for Spanlsh'”peaklng;*st praders to be*comparable Rs) that for. ]
9 Despite. dlfferent sample sxzés crlterron.

and lengths :0f the perl‘dsrbetween testlng, the *

) cbntr&ﬂictorj resalts -are;not totally evident and

thelx;clar fxcatlon .awaits further researc.. Inga related study'by .

T vag: quzte :eliable when used with apan15h~apeak1ng\ T~

h portapt. prov:so thah an. approprzateudsz‘“3 . .
af.f,B, . Sy

"

.; '

ﬂherﬂistandardlze& read nass and ach’ vene t ests dO"rove to . v

ol Pﬂrsonke -and
1 - =ge better predxctor -
) panlsh-sneaklng lst graders when aémlnzstered

. . N
58 lng abriit

o ,the Feadiness test was valxd but the readlng [ -
L ﬁrggram was not Before aceept:ng the propram, ) S )
' the test as a valld predictor -of success in that- =~ B -

L program, it might be- pertinent to_gxamlne some of =
the ax?ernatzvea. - : z

Lov T . I - =
. z - - =
- L4 -

iy

- A review cf, the research on tnﬂ use of standardlzed aehlevement
test; 7v1thiupanlsh-gpeak1np chzldren reveals that, -as dn. the éase of -

% testing of ¢ nanzsh-speak1rp children} a verbal factcr

5
carsed -to militate aga;nst thex; soptimal performance. Those sub- ) T S
5t 3 -mont depanépnt on- English lanpuage skills génerally resulted in . - i S
rest performanc 1nulcdt1np a handlcap, languaée ablllty rather o

than learnlrg nslllty., } e .
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YCW@&JGIPA' REACTIQN° TO TESTING - *

. - + ”
; - = - 4 .

oo Mapy reaﬂarcners have noted, but f%w have scientifically: studled, ’ -y 'i ;;A
the p Ychological react1ons of upanlsh-speaklng students to testing. ~ . : ‘f

< - . - - .

to apprﬂczpﬁe the specznl attentlon Flven to them via testing. But ¢+ B N
Armstronp, and Smith noted a lack of‘teat motivation in.their Spanlsh~ : e
zpcaklnv aubjects. 11 Anastasi and: Cordowa deacrlbed the character- . . B

stlc reactiorn-of the12§3pan1qh-speak1ng'sdb}ectS#to testing as™" g - . .

= . . £
El L =

. L oL / ’ * : :
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\
v attrlbuted this reaction to ‘zgﬁ§u13ulc blfurﬂat;on” benween
xx'zﬁéég;zﬁrSpanxsh—syeak1ng home and an Mpgﬂ-sh—lmmﬁrsed school which resulted .
) “xn‘"psychologlcai*1n3113t19r to vhat®goes .oh 1n the 1ntter. As they
‘o TLXT ﬁart&er _explained:

h o

< € N co- ~

e -Not on;y’test nerformanc but -algo uhe gpneral intellectusl
: develonment vhle%,tes»s arevaeszgned tgrgaupe, are geriously
) . ¢ handicapped. by the attitudés and.intellectual habits

' resul‘;ng from tbeJchlla‘s early ‘Lngulstzc confuslon.

-
5 - - - . -

. . Examincr VaXiable. . The 1nnortanﬂe of l;.puzstiﬁ and cultural hack-
. ~ - . ground to the nnanlah—snearlng chlld is expresséd in his reaction 1o
o : ' ~ the- languagl ard ¢ulture of thel examiner, . in & review of the ﬂ;ad ‘
! : . state .0f the. arﬁ"“ai “language testing for 11ngu1st1oa111'd1ffernnt d
; ) - learnerSa Aordie noteds the va‘ue of a test admlnlstrator s .giving
L d1rect1cns in line with tbe lanyuape background of the,chlx\ T T
r . i . - s 7 7= -
- The 1ﬁtern?av of llnputstlc caltura;§ and DSJCﬁOlO?lcgi factors
o is- revealed in the examiner effects on the test performancemof Spanish-
oo 'speaklng students. Anaskasi and de Jesus described g n.enthusiastic .
- < . - response. from their Spanish subjects to testing, whig they attrlbuted
- ) a8 the ef“ect of an-ex 1qer of the same -ethnic proun Nt the students.

IR T

I’

RN

|
PRI IRER DR R E e

fir;able by comnarlng,the relerrals o’ nanzgh Speakxnz chlldren
FMR’classes from Anglos v. Mexicgn=-American school nsyﬂho ofistst =

- Ahastasl and. Corﬁova -8150 unccveved evidence 'of an examiner ariable * -
— .along zntenga;nﬂd\llnes of 1anguage and. culture by admlnlsterlng' = 2
e -7 e nonve bal intelIigence test to Puerto Rican pupils with directions.
- -, _in- Spanish v.English, They. found that a testing order beginning . - :

. wlth,Spanlsh fayored the glrls while ‘one beglnrlng with Fnglish = ~ -
- " favored the boys. ”hey attributed this dlffcrenﬂe o~ the greater VRN e

2 . ‘ degreé’ of’acculta*atzcn of the boys ana *hus, a greater rap port Wi tﬁ . -

; :  the Anglo eraminn‘. i t" *
;_(f!/ - * _ 2
i - se, cowglexlty .&f the llqyulstlc, culturg., sad psycholep:cal
' ' dynamlcs ®f the testing situation is further revealed in two yecent

. = studies 1hvé;v1ng examiner e*fects on- the ‘WIEC yerformanc¢ of 9pan1sh- - U
. speaking students. Accord;ng to Swanson and Qe%lalsszg, “the use of S T s =

& bilingual interpreter asggnjadgunc* o a moncllngua@ Anglo examiner’ - N :
. -did notrs;gnlflcantgy affect ‘the WISC seores of a,group of #exican- 7 7 ;
- ’ - . Aerican”lst gralers. FO?eVer, any llngu1st1ﬂ advantapev gbr such.- MR  F
] - 8 testing situation may have been courterbalanced by the 2ibly . : - .
. intimidating. nresennﬁlcf two adults.) Mdreover, the aecond—c ass R N e

3 staths of these pupils native language may._have been re:nforced : -
rather than reve;sed by the aubserv1en3 position oft the Snanis h/’ :
7 speaklng interpreter in relatzon to the Anglo- exam1ner. A study by . o -
Thom;SJet. al. showved that 31gn1;1cantly different nerformance : H
lLvels can be obtaiaed for Span;sh-speakzng students ‘on the WIsC, . &
N ' depending on dlfferencgs 4in exablner styles. Their study involved ) -

e
]
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© "the testing of a .groip of Puertd -Rican pupils by two Puerto Rican - B
) examiners. Although‘bovh examlﬁers were equal with respect to sex, . -
R ethnicity, {luency in Spanish ani English, and cl;nlcal expervience, . | :

consistently highér scores were gbtained by the examiner who:encour- .
. aged active rtlcznatlon,fye“baﬂ%zatzon, and repeated ef‘ort on .the

e
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[ and -Sén hez Rodrlguez) -pdinted out, {that* standardized ‘tests do- ot

A snea¥1nz S ’nts. In)théxr

== - have calle

. Py

part of the pupila.  Their rosults suggest that such siucents may

"o Lave dBer aquitable opportuities on 1Q und achieveménc testSvi? -
*ﬂaﬂhiﬁ gand tes ins procedures are ontzmxzed" rather ;nagpa h
- standardlzed : : o o ., e . -
- . - - ) . ,' .4 -. ;,‘.—- = N N
CONCLUSIQH P L. i v ):;T T .

.. " . A'?&VIEV of the, researeh revealg that~standardxzed 1nte1ngence
‘ ang. achzevemen+ t&stlsg/presents linguistic, cultural, and ggycholog—
) " jcal dlff1cult1es for Span18h~speak1ng children in terms of such )
P 1nternaI\or 1nterven1ng variablés as the lariguage of theﬁadmlnlst“a-
f tlon -of the‘test the extent of thelverbal factor in 1tﬁ dhd-the o
ethric backpround of its admxnlstratp “ _«- jf R

»

!/ . - Rese&rchers have 1nd1cated=the 1 adequacy -6f wuch tests for e
P upanlsh~39egk1ng children. Severalgofhthem (Hern&ndez, Herr, Hughes

Y\ thke into-gg n31deratzo itbe-nonstanda;dlzed background of. Spanzsh~r

LI} for-Teztin ;Mznor:ty -Group Lt

en,” 1 d’the need'for.developlng

dlfferent norms-for 5pecxf1c mlncfﬁty reupsd(see’also Rankzn and - --

Yende on) Because of ‘auch*’ Aeq&écles, several: wrlters (Dleppa
Palomates and- Cummlns,‘Rlce, Roca,

odrfguez, wzllls) have ecrled the 1ac¥ of;anproprlate tests and -

,,,,,

. “for: the develcpment of more effective 1nst*uﬁentatzonf o
) aBordze noted Aan: emerglng trend-'to develop- nev, specialized tests .
B rather than fo depenu on tra&xuldnal,fcommerclally ava;lable N .
. lnstrumeﬁts.r,; AR e e . ' - .
. s = 1 - L
AL = “Rodrigiez. termed test;ng 'an. educatxonal roadblod&," wh'ch

', -feuts apun1sh-sp~akln children qff At .an early age from equal
',educatlonalﬁﬁipprtua ity. He added that tests: rgflect the monocultural

. nature of the schools\bnot ‘the blcuitnral background of. sueh- students.~e
The "dzsadvantaaed‘ label that ig pifined on Span:sh—speaklng children

by thig: msnecultural school system,ls often=cemented ‘on by tests '3

e Kconstructed from what for- thése ‘children is%d second language and T
“ culture. The yerant de&elrpmentsxof bllxngual-blcultural education :
and teats,. which uge: theylzngu;ztlc and’.cultural background of the -

. child a3 an %sset ribher\than & Xiability, show that the label can be~

" awifched to “gdvantaped" ?panlsh-speaklng children,12

"“:1‘(
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1. Spence et aw./found tha§>ﬂe§ ‘an-émerzcan children Lromfhonns
vhere both ﬁnglléh and abg?ish Qere spokén scored ﬁ‘gﬁlglﬂaﬂtlé
\ g;gher_xq both- the WISC and 5.8 thaq %cxzcanuﬂmerzcan Phlgﬂ‘vn
-Vfrcm‘%gﬁé§*where only §p’ﬁ,5h\ xs spogen., ;.:g i N :

\ i .
2. - Kltteli bealned simi¥an r/flndxnpd by ﬂcmparlnh t enqerﬁnl el
nonverhal,‘w,scores of plonolingual v.-bilingua thi rdxyradvr"
who wereﬁirem 15 difte eﬁé langyage racsprounds. i

jiguever Chet
found -the. bx?iﬁgunz’ hildren to ‘have sapnlf%cantlg hizher Vﬂ”hal

“ and nogyerbal resulys: tnnw mowolxnpual cﬁlldren in grode ‘5. =
Whetber tb9 directidns. are in a‘ Janguag %, all nay aiuy'ma
difference. ‘In & btudv involying chiydren. Inom varjious’ lanauage,
backgrounds butqnofaxﬁcludzng Spanls -Speaking.ehridrﬁn*

Pintner found. the. resul¥s on a ncnyqrhal tagt wwfﬁ»ﬁonVﬁrhal .
dzrectlogs tobe’ hlgbe*g; uf thcse‘nn a,nenverhal,te w;th verbal

Y H . 39
dlrectzons. ,7*'; - ’,‘ - = A -

ka penﬁral 1&ﬂ§ of

pred;ctabllztv o* o tﬁsts f’er &1sadvan ageﬁ cﬁlldreﬁ, cau31ng/
school -authorities *n several CltieB to dxsconzanue ‘their u*e.’*.,
. ¥or a d1scusslen of the dGQISIOH ‘tondiscontinue I testlna in few :
York Gl y,,for example; Bee “”ﬁst ?;h“'1n~d15t‘cf,utué1eu‘:\;i .

., ;o . ;e
,ioreover, he found that nelther IQ’/<ft was 31§n;f1caAtlg rglatpd

ta grade Dant a#erape for bath Anplo and snangsﬁeAmerzean ’
children. - ] L \A, ) ) e g P

r‘ompﬂ-r f'cmnc’I some"hat dlfferent eSults for bllxnﬂual chlldren in
Guam Whose ﬂ&tzve~language vas Chamcrros. lie found that verbal
IQ tests. genera@ly correlatéd higher Ml‘% the results of the-

r Callfernzw Acbiﬂvement Test than d1d,nonvernal 1 tests.f

. .
< - e L e

Lﬂrea and Yohut on the -other hand, found evzdence that an-:
1.1 ac;a*lon factor may “have been an ‘advantage of bi llngual children,
from Greek, ?ollsh and ?orqu}an bacxgrounds 1n’%£?’9ﬁm1ng 4 - 7
" verbdl learning task. T

- S S Ped
. ’

8. “The author wé&ld like 4o thank Mr. José Luis: 3 xn )

Ry et

&

lernandez of USOR'sH
. Bilingual Education fozcg*aor his invaluable insights and pro-
fes,_,mna1 assistance 1n the éevelonnent thx article,
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9. Robinsdj 1learly ﬂaung the MRT to be comparably” rel‘able for
"adventaged", ’ average, ‘and "@1sadvanvaged‘ pupils, black and
white, L . .

10. G F.- Johnsoﬁ questzoned the ccntent vaiidlty of the MAT-for Title
1 punllsggn,geﬂeral A niddlewcla riented aehleVe nent ‘test
is valldated by m1ddle-class'cn1ten1a. mhus, the m)ddle-class
culture bias is not elxmlnatedifram the tests.” -
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Bordiz, J (i Language teuts snd !nnguu!uaily Jifterent \\

Bransford, L AL A comparative investigation of vert-al and >

5
Catdwell, FF, & Mowry, M D
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11. “ebcllero guestioned the applicability of the Iyndings of Yhe
Amstrong\\study . .
L e . >, . .
N - . 2. \ii‘.ee e.z., hates "yo-way” bilingual educetlon brograms can also
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N sor a.descriotinn of such a program, see Zirkel.
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