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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study involving pred:. zing
academic success in a teacher education program was to ae¢:.rmine the
relationship among the following factors; scores on the Mooney
Problem Checklist (MPC), Kuder Preference Record Vocational (KPSV),
Survey of Study Habits and Attitudes (SSHA), American College Test
(ACT) , and National Teacher Examination (NTE) ; the number of quarter
hours of study completed and quality point average (QPA) in social
science, scienc=, mathematics, English, education and psychology, and
major teaching fieid; and overall QPA for a group of 603 students who
had completed teacher preparation programs between 1966 and 1971..
Results of this study have implications for predicting the success, of
students in teacher education programs..Generally, it has been N
recognized that ACT scores are reasonable predictors of success in
work taken in the first 2 years of college..Results of the present
study indicate that students who were more successful in courses
normally taken in lower division work tended to complete the teacher
preparation program successfully as measured by overall QPA and
scores on the NTE. By examination of all variables included in the
study, admission counselors and academic advisars can guide students
into appropriate teaching areas, elementary and secondary. .
(Author/Ja)
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Previous researcin involving prediction of academic success
in a teacher education program has been largely concerned witn
using standardized achievement tests or with using singular
measures of certain characteristics of the student. The purpose
of tnis study was to determine the relationship vetween scores

on the .looney Problem Checklist (#PC); Kuder Perference Record

Vocational (XFSV); Survey of Study Habits and Attitudes (SSHA);

Bmerican College Test (ACT); National Teacher Examination (NTE);

the number of qu;rter hours of study completed and quality point
averages (QPA) in social science, science, mataematics, English,
education and psychology and major teaching field; and overall
OPA for a grouvp of 603 Ss who had completed teacher preparation
programs between 1266 and 1871. 7
Pesults of the study indicated differences in the corre~

lation patterns of all variables with taree sub-test scores from
he WTE and the major field and overall QPAs. 1In general the
differences in correlations of the various variables witn the
Teacning Ar~a Examination and Composite Scores from the NTE, for
the three groups were similar. Quarter nours of credit and QPA
in science, social science, or mathematics were significant for
the elementary education majors. One variable from each of the

ACT, SSHA, iHPC, and KPSV were significant correlates for tne
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secondary and total group -but verc not for thc elementary grourn.

The differences in correlations of thc various variables with
tane Professional .ducation rest .of tie .TL and major field and
overall CPA, for ti:2 three groups were similar. Quarter hours
of credit and (P4 in matuaenmatics éppearel in the correlation

pattern of the Professional Lducation Test for tne elementary

group but failed to apyear in tue otiner groups. ‘rhe correlation

pattern diffzrences revealed that a largye number of scores for
tue ACT, KPSV, S584HA, anli .PC were correlated significantly with

tiie Professional Iducation Test and tue major field and overall

OPAs for tie seccondary and total groups sut were not for tue

elementary ygroup.
slultiple regression eguations were computed to predict
Composite Scores for ctac HTE. Tae multiple R, for the total
group, ased only or ACT scores, QPAs, or hours of credit ranged
frorm .13 to .23. In all turce cases tiie single best predictor
was related to social science. by inclusion of all variables,
except .TE uuir-test scores, tae multiple R for tne total group
and eaca of t.ue ouo-groups ranged frow .78 to .89, witn the
singlc best predictor in all cases bein¢ «PAs in social science.
Regression eqguations for the ﬁieiiction of major teaching field

and overall (PAs ranged from .33 to .57.
e resulis of tie present study have implications for pre-
dicting tac success of Ss in teacher elducation programs. Gen-

erally it has heen recognized tiat ACY scores are reasonable

predictors of success in work taken in the first two years of
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college. nResults of tune present study indicate:. that Ss who

Were more success’al in courscs normally talen in lover di-

vision work, i.e., science, social science, anl English,

tended to complete tae teacuer preparation progran successfully

as measured by overall QPA and scores on the HTL. By examnina-~
tio.. »>f all variaples included in tue study, admission counselores

and academic advisors can guide students into appropriate teach-

ing areas (elementary anu secondary).
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RELATIONSEIP OF SELECTED VARIABLES AdD §UCCESS
I A TEACHER EHDUCATION PROGRAIM

Jerry B. Ayers

Tennessee Technological University

Previous researcn involving »rediction of academic success’
in a teacher education program has been largely concerned witn
using standardized achievement tests or with using singular
measures of certain characteristics of the student. The purpose
of tnis study was to determine tihe relationship between scores

on the ilooney Problem Checklist (#PC); Kuder Perference Record

Vocational (XPSV); Survey of Study Habits and Attitudes (SSHA) ;

Bmerican College Test (ACT); Hational Teacher Examination (NTE);

the number of quarter ! surs of study compleéed and quality point
averages (QPA) in social science, science, mataematics, English,
education and psychology and major teaching field; and overall
QPA for a group of 603 Ss who had completed teacher preparation
programs hetween 1966 and 1%71.

Iesults of the study indicated differenc2s in the corre-~
lation patterns of all variables with tiaree sub-test scores from
the RTE and the major field and overall (OPAs. In general the
differences in correlations of tiie various variables with the
Teaciiing Arna Examination and Composite Scores from the NTE, for
the three groups were similar., Quarter aours of credit and QPA
in science, social’science, or mathematics were significant for
the elementary education majors. One variable from each of the

ACT, SSlA, ilPC, and KPSV were significant correlates.for tne
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secondary and total group but wverc not for tac elementary grour.
‘he uifferen%gs in correlations of thec various varianles with
tae Professional .ducation west of the ..Th and major field and

overall (OPA, for ti:e thrce groups were similar. Quarter hours

of credit and ¢PA in matuematics eppearel in tue correlation
1

pattern of the Professional Education Test for tue elementary
“iie correlation

group but failed to aprear in tue other groups.
pattern differences revealed that a laryge nunber of scores for

tue ACT, KPSV, S84A, anl ..PC were correlated significantly with
the Professional Diucation fest and tue major field and overall

OPAs for tie sccondary and total groups Hut were not for tae

elenentary group.

:lultiple regression equations were conputed to predict

tac HTE., The multiple 2, for tae total

=

Composite Scores for
group, asel only on ACYT scores, QPAs, or hiours of creadit ranggﬁ
from .13 to .23. 1In all tiar:ec cases tic single best predictor
was related to social science. By inclusion of all variables,

except .1 sa-test scores, tae multiple R for the total group
and eaci of tuc zcuo-groups ranged from .78 to .89, vitn the

singlc best predictor in all cases being (Pis in social science.
Regression eguations for the ':relictdion of imajor teaching field
and overall ¢;PAs ranged from .89 to .37.

he resulis of fjie present study have implications for prec-~
dicting; tae success of Ss in teacher education programs. Gen-
erally it has »heen recognizel t.at ACY scores are reasonable

predictors of success in work taken in the first two years of
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college. esults of tue present study inlicatei that Ss who

vere more successful in courscs normally taken in lover di-
vision work, i.e., science, social science, anl English,

tended to complete tae teac.ier preparation program successfully
as .ateasured by overall QPA and scores on the HTE. By examina-
tio.. »Hf all variables includel in tae study, admission counselors
and academic advisors can guide students into appropriate teach-

ing areas (elementary anu secondary).




